
Mr. T~Olement Gaughan, Atty 
9I9 Trust Bldg. 
City 
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Sirs l'd hoped Stark.Weather smashed your ugly face. 
It's such unscrupulous lawyers as you and cowardly 
flatfeet that cause much of~the youthful crime in the 
US. You who will shed crocodile tears, do anythinglfor 
a fast buck and notorie'tl_. -Y-ou w1 th your lies and 
oratoryi Have you no shameJ Why should I pay taxes 
for such a Skunld Go crawl in your hole, you and your 
crooked mates. You would turn loose that devil on 
society to commit more of his crimes for your own benefi 1 
l1d like to see you get it in the neck, not really killd 
but some one beat some s.ense in your flat head. 
If criminals ltnew tnat justice and punisanent were swift 
f~ies~[f!Jo you think we would have a doxen murders rigr 

England uses that method and look at her 
d ~~R~~ recor • CrookS in your shoes are res;,onsi ble. Taxp~er,, 
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PASTRIES RESTAURANT 
714 FARNAM BUILDING 
OMAHA 2, NEBRASKA 

May 27, 1958. 

Mr. T. Clement Gaughan, 
Attorney-at-law, 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Dear Sir: 

I have followed in an interested way the Starkweather 
trial. As far as I can see, the trial was a very fair one, both sides 
presented their cases well, ane the verdict reached, in my opinion, a 
reasonable one. 

Our World-Herald states that you have until June 10 
to move for a new trial. 

The reason I am writing you is to attempt to dis 
suade you from any such move, or from any move to have· the case reviewed 
b~ either our State Supreme Court, or the United States Supreme Court. 

My reasons are first, that I believe you made a very 
able and thorough defence for your client. You have come through with 
an enhanced reputatmon as a lawyer and as a defence lawyer. Your poten 
tial clientele must have increased geometrically. And I think any 
further prosecution by you of this defence would be anti-climactic. It 
would not add one whit to your reputation now - in fact, I think it 
would detract from it. 

Second, [ believe I am stating a fact when I say that 
98% of the people in this neighborhood applaud the result of the trial. 
They believe that Starkweather got exactly what he deserves. And if you 
carry the case on, you will have this 98% against you right from the 
start. And should you get a new trial, or a reprieve or commutation of 
any sort, you would still have that 98% against you. That is the way I 
would feel. 

In short, you have done a good job. Don't spoil it 
now! 
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Sioux ~1~y, Iow~, 
Au>, 8th., 1958. 

Mr. T. ~lement Gaughan&. Mr. William Matechullat, 
Lincoln, Nebr. 

Dear Sir~: 

I h~"lre- given thi~ ~eriou~ thought many timee about wri tinr tne 
both of you re~arding tne Starkweather ca~e. I finally dicided I ~nould. 
I kept in clo~@ toucn with all t~~t1mony iurGugh tn~ Sioux City Journal 
and The World-Herald. 

Sometim~e I f~lt 5orry for Starkweather for hie folks didn't 
give any cooperation and work with youJhis def n3e attrorneya. A for 
Judge, Harry I. Spencer, I think he 1• iha lJnt. I nave kept ~. co y~~ 
'J'nc t:Hou,:- ra ty Journal of May 7th and from Judge Spencere nic'tHl'tP""' >u~....i..-.. 
feel that Ot>d. gava you one of tne mo!lt honorat:,1.e men that ever he.Ld 
the poeition ae a judge. Above hie oictur4i i!! thie,11 Judf!e 'l'hinn 
Pulb.il 1 cf ty Hurt~ 'rri al" • 

I( 

I ha.ff found a book wi tn a !"tory, Sometnin ~ Worth Looking 
Into". I am ~endinrr thi~ under ~~~ate cover. Aft,;ir tni~ young man 
received the deatn ~etence, hlbf! own'Fatne'.!', ~aid" We ehould all go out 
and e~t- a good steak". Ano t ne r time when e1 ther of you af!kf)d him if he 
thought hi~ Pron w.,. 1neam, wnE>n h.e did thofllo thin"'fl, h0 fllPid,11 !I~ didn't 
u,.e f"OOd judr.-em'1lnt". Prom th -e TPmPrk11 I truly beliP..,,e th .t if hif'I 
Fatfiere f mily record w~~ lookfid into, th~rA would be ine2nity found. 
Ae f6r 'hit!!! Moth r, my he~rt goee out to her. ~ne was 1 ikely ruled by 
this emart cracking huab,..n4 of berm. I don It r emembazr of seeing any 
article of the family belonging to any Religion, but they may have. 
A little Religion goes a. lone; wa~, for if vwa have God orr-our side 
we can be happy working at .ny meager task, and wouldn It think of 
har mt ng anyone. The reporter that wrote an article about Starkweather 
a.Lwaye warrt i.ng to be somebody, shouldn't of made that statement, for 
if he did, he wouldn't of commit those terrible crimes. 

Hoping th t I h .v en It taJ,en up too much of your time read 
ing all my views on this subject, I will bring my letter to a close. 
All I ask is p l.eas e p,o not r,:i V.B ~ a.ID[. publicity, but 1I just wanted to 
ne Lp if I could. My own sister from Neligh mad e the remark about t~.i,t 
alr:;o. She Rr1id," I think there is something cracked about that- family 
when his own Fa.ther would aay ;" Y.le should all go out and eat a. good 
e t e ak " ,after the de th sentence. Her name is Mrs. 'Ralph Lundauist, but 
of courGe she wouldn't want any publicity either. 

·P.S. Please excuse the looks of 
'my letter the ribbon on my type 
writer needs changing. 

Respectfully, 



·~rs. Kathryn L. Jent1en, 
2915 Jennings St. , ,.,<~ 
Sioux City 4 Iow -~ 1

.: ! r;,- ~ , . (.,- ~ o AUG 8 0 
- 4-PM ~ 
if! -y 

r, ... ~ 7\J ;)Cl -- -· -- 

Mr. T. Clement Oaurrhan & Mr. Willi ,m M tschullat, #. 
Lincoln, Nebr. 
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