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· ~f herofsm ca!! _be reflected in· statistics, 
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• conti:1bute~ Vietnam w 8 r Vietnam may be partly due 

. fata ties m _numbers pro•·---,-to-the---smalle_r pereeu~ge ef 
. po~onate t O ·· pop ation, men eligible for service than 
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O Nebra~ka now holds a in other states. · 

numencal advantage o~er This, of course, makes the 
fhe other, states .ln producmg Medal of Honor w i n n e r s 
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"Meet" Moreover, whenper capita 
-~---+---'---+--~----\v:inne~mputed from. 
-- Al Department of D e f e n s e 
IJlfCFl,TN- ~ . figures, Nebraska emerges 

. ~:-- ~~. two honorees m~ke 
Nebraska's ratio one Medal 

and the lone 'Lincoln-born 
winner - is S.Sgt Charles 
Hagemelster, 21, who was 
reeently-,-honored----by---Lineoln 
etvlc. _ _organization11..__ fQI' his 
heroic deeds in action . 
The o t~lfat1ve 

Nebraskan, Omaha-born 
Army _;lnd Lt. !'!obert J. 



i-roporuonatety. since we 
outbreak of I a r g e - s c a Te 

-·-·n1ilitarv involvement in 1962, 
~ :S-ebras.ka fatalities total. 149, 
~ according to the Pentagon's 
~ latest available figures on 
reel combat and non-combat 
="----1--11----~nr-a= 111 ~1~0~,11s in Vietnam. The 

3 99 state has recorded, then. one . death for approximately 
everv 10.000 citizens. The only states with fewer 
fatalities are Ve r mo n t , 

------mm-de . tshmd;- -A-hrska- ·aml- 
Oregon. They have recorded 
one Vletnam death for every 
11.000 people. .rr the other end of the 
scale. the proportion for 
Hawaii ls one !or each 5.000 
persons and for 'I; e 11· 
Hampshire.' Oklahoma, \\'est" 
\'irginia, New :Hexico and 
Alabama, one for every 6.000. 

But important in t h i s 
statistical comparison is the 
fact that the number of 
service-age young men in 
each state can vary greatJ.1· 
in proportion to the state's 
population. Therefore. one 
rr ason for :'\ebraska's low 
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Rep. Robert V. Denney, R­ 
Neb., recognized the three 
young men in a speech in 
Congress June 6. 

' • Th e s e Llncolnltes 
Hagemetster, Young and 
Hibbs - nave name -ptatcs 

. in the Pentagon's new Hall 
of Heroes." Dennev said. 
"They represented ·the I r 
state and served their coun­ 
try admirably." 
---tl-a-ge-mets tcr. ac eordi11:g-­ 
Denney's account in the 
Congressional Record, was 
recommended for the Medal 
of Honor for six hours of: 
continuous heroism in a · 
South Vietnam coastal plain 
fight. - . 
"Arrnv oHicials astimated , 

the medic killed six or seven I 
enemy soldiers, using a .4;>-, 
caliber pistol. an M-16 rifle, i 
and an :\1-79 g r e o a d e 
launcher. which he picked up 
off the battlefield." Dennev 
said. "He exposed himself to 
enemy fire repeatedly to. 
treat and evacuate t h e 
wounded of his 1st .\Ir 
Carnley Divislon platoon." 
Hagemeister has also been 

awarded the Silver Star for I 
action in another battle. the' 
Air riredal. the Army Com- I 

·• mendation Medal, the Com­ 
bat Medical Badge. the :\a-! 
uonal D.efense S e r 1· i l' e ; 
Medal, the Vietnam Service ' 
Medal and the V i e t n a m I 
Campaign Medal. !le is also 
a graduate of Li n co I n 

-~orrttrnrstt!igh-&troot:···· 
Heroism Told The State F. c o n o m I c 

])p, elopment . .\ct, isorv Com­ 
mittee agreed further work on 
a consultant's industrial po-· 
icntial . study for :\ebraska 
wouldbe done b\' the Depart­ 
ment "1( P.conomic Dhelop­ 
m<'nl. 

Corpla n A s s o r i a t e s , a 
C h- l c ag.o-based consulting 
firm. sneral months ai::o 
eompletrd a S28.500 stfil4_ 
pinpointing the {ypcs o[ in­ 
dustries that could ~ at­ 
tracted to and del'cloprd in 
thr statr. 
The firm had offered to ct,1 

,,thcr rhases of the study, but 
the committee ,·oted to have 
thr department do this work. 

In other action. the com­ 
m itlee wa., advised that· in­ 
dustrial development bonds 
up to $1 million may be issued 
~ tax-free status. 

Srvcrai months ai::o, lhe 
Treasury - Department h a d 
removed t h c tax-exempt 
status 11n industrial develop­ 
ment bonds issued by the 
st~lrs. but a rider on t.hr 
re!'rntl~· passed f rd r r a l 

· surtax bill cxc111pts up to $I 
m i l I I o n Industrial dnclop­ 
mrnt bonds Issued to provldf 
farllitlrs and rquipmrn( for 
an'" one eom.panv. 
The ,-om1nitt<'r ,a,r1 :~.e 

!P<kral lrci~laf1un would hr'.i' 
n·;.,.. ~tat<··, 1nd1;~tr1a: 
1tr, clnrn1f'nt hut in,:;:n,( tc.·d 
":A'.I" l·\·,)no::;; {)"' r.npm('nt 
n,:t-1 • : .l;i·n<"'l • \1 ·--· 'fl '." 

Young was commander of 
a helicopter rescue u n i t, 
downed in :\ovem~er. 1967. 
He pulled himself and a: 

, wounded companion from the I 
burning helicopter. evaded: 
the enemy and observed them · 
setting up a u t o m a t i c. 
weapons as a trap around . 
ltle downed craft. 
"For more than 17 hours, 

despite severe pain, Young 
refused offers of help until 
it was safe for rescuers lo 
land ln !hf sra. ·• Dennrv 
noted in the Coogresslona't 
Record. 
Lt. II ibbs' heroics occurred 

in :'vi arch. 1966. \Vbile leading, 
14 members of a platoon on· 
a secret mission in Vietnam. 
he and his men• were sur-..:,, 
rounded by 500 Viet Cong . .' ; 
Lt. liibbs directed the placc­ 
Dlf.Il!. of mines that killed 
more than io<io/ the nem.;• .... 

Wounded twice, Lt. Hibbs 
held off !hf' enemv while the 
other mrmbers of ·the platoon 
escaped. He then crawled 
forward and pulled a 
wounded comrade to safely. 
Then. while smash1n1: a 

~ecrct ni~ht gunsight to krer · 
,, irnm rnc•m\' hands, I.I 
l\1hh, \loa~ k1IIPp hy \·1P1 
1·nn~ f,rr 
\\·!,rlhrr 0,r no: hHYl'lll 

, an ht· ~f"fih :rd :n r1[!1/:-f', 
.,rhr,,~.. thrnu~h 't, r .< _r 
t~rr•' r'rri }')~, brrn \4tt!l 
· rr: r,'"r.:pd .:i \ ,rtn~rn ·.i.- ~ .. 
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