
IN RE Professor Osborn's Seventieth Birthday 
0ABL» ADDRESS 16

Mt1SIIIOLOGY NIDW Yonx:" 

THE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 
77TH STREET AND CENTRAL PARK WEST 

NEW YORK CITY 

DEPARTMENT OF COMPARATIVE ANATOMY 

WXLLIAM K. GREGORY, PH.D., CvnATon 
S. H. CHUBB. Asaoo1ATJD Cun.,\'roa 
H. o. RA.VEN, ASSOO[A'Z'ID CURA'l'OR 

J. H. McGREGOR, Pa.D., RESEAaou Assoo1ATE 
DUDLEY J. MORTON, M.D., RlllSIIIAROll ASBOOUTJII 

July 2, 1927 

Mr. George Bi rd Grinnell 
238 East 15 Street 
New York 

Dear Mr. Grinnell: 

I beg to acknowledge with tq.~~ the 

receipt of your mitograph end ~4ec~ f pr 
twenty-fi vs dollars as a contribution to 

the birthday gift for Professor Osborn. 

Sincerely youra, 

9r4~.tcf 11c1 n, 



New Jersey Adjustable Screen Company 
INCORPORATED============ 

"The "\V orld' s Best Screen " 

Manufacturers of ":osfe -4'~oow sc;,eu,s Adjustable Screens 

Office and Factory: 161-167 OGDEN STREET 

June 30th 19 27. 

Mr. George Bi rd Grinnel, 
238 E. 15th St., 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Sir: 

We wish to thank you.for the cqurtesy extended 
to Mr. Shannon who called on you in the interests of 
this Company. 

Our'scr 
constantly in~re 
priced, all meta 
the world and we 

\VFB:F 

NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 

a 

o Join forces with 
ro fi table. 

Mr. Shannon will call on you as agreed on 
Wednesday, July 6th 192?. 

Cordially inviting you to visit the plant and 
see the "WORLD'S BEST SCREEN" manufactured, we are, 

Yours very truly, 

NEW JERSEY ADJUSTABLE $CREEN COMP AfJY, 
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June 30, 1927 

\ 
\ 
\' 

Mr. George Bird Grinnell 
228 East 15th Street 
New York City 

Dear Mr. Grinnell: 

THE BARCLAY 
ONE HUNDRED ELEVEN EAST FORTY-EIGHTH STREET 

NEW YORK 

JOHN F. SANDERSON 
MANAGING DIRl~CTOR 

PRIVATE OFFICE 

M.r. H. H. valdrpn, one of our Managers, - formerly with 
the Ritz-Carlton, Atlantic City, and until recently :Manager 
of the Carlton Hotel, Washington,- has suggested our writ 
ing to you, calling attention to The Barclay. 

This is a new hotel of distinction, conveniently located, 
with appointments and furnishings of unusual beauty. 

The Barclay is now well established, and many of .New York's 
smartest people make their homes here. There are, however, 
about 500 desirable rooms, singly and ensuite, available 
for a select clientele who wish to come here transiently. 

The service throughout the Hotel and restaurants is unex 
celled and the rates are reasonable. 

te trust that we may have the pleasure of entertaining you 
at The Barclay and assure you of every courtesy and attention. 

Cordially: yours, 

TH~CLAY 

~naging Director 

JB'S/ GR 
.. 

( 
' 

\f / . 



CluAe:- 1 . 
oalled, Raw Hide and he had been a ohief at the time when 

J(__ 

the Plattfs went to the Yawnees 

out off the arm of a Pawnee man. 

- after 

a white carpeuter with an l:iX 

On both theoe occasions he had so controlled the 

Indians thDt they did not kill the other white people as they 

might have been expected to do. 

The name of this old blind Tsaui ohief is not 

known. Can it be learned to whom in the Tsaui tribe he was related 



THE MIDWEST REFINING COMPANY 
CASFER,WYOMING 

R.S.E:t..LtBON, 

VICE PRESIDENT September 12, 1927 

Doctor George Bird Grinnell, 
238 East Fifteenth Street, 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Doctor Grinnell: 

I have your letter of September 8th and since I plan 
leaving on a ten days' trip into Co l orado , Utah and New Mexico 
early Wednesday morning, I will answer it promptly. 

Mr. Gatchell's initials are T. J. and he lives at Buffalo, 
Wyoming. I have heard him say several times during the past few 
years that he has quite a lot of first-hand material gathered from 
Indians a:rrl survivors of the fight there in person or by correspondence, 
but I hope that you will not feel too modest am let him put you off 
in order tba.t he can get out the material in printed form himself, 
provided, of course, he gives you an oppor tun l ty to use his material 
with proper credit to him, naturally. After you write him, in case 
you think a little suggestion from me would be helpful, will be glad 
to have you write me to that effect. 

I am glad also to have the additional references to the 
present accounts of the ~agon Box fight and since I am sure I have 
the three additional sources mentioned in your letter, I will look 
them up at the first opportunity. 

I know you will be interested to hear that Saturday and 
Sunday last, I spent in checking over the location of the Red Buttes 
Indian fight of July 26, 1865, in which Sergeant Custard and 21 men 
were killed,wi th two of the Eleventh Kansas soldiers who were then 
stationed at the Platte ~ridge Station. One of them is 86 years old 
and not able to help much, but the other one feels that he has located 
the approximate place and I am rather inclined to believe he is right. 
In any event, I hope so and trust I can in due course get some tangible 
evidence confirming such fact. 

i.'/ith kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

RSE:MH 



THE UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASI{A 
LINCOLN 

CONSl>RVATION AND SURVEY DIVISION 
o~~f'JCE OF TJIE DIRE0TOR 

STATE ACTIVITIES' 

SOIL SURVEY 

GEOLOOIOAL SURV:E:Y 

JNDUSTRIAL SURVEY 

STATE FORESTER 

lNFORMATJON nume.vu 
PHOTOGRAPHY AND l'JL1\I SERVICE 

Linco~n,Nebraska, Nov. 2,1927 

nr. George Bird Grinnell 

23ff Eastr 15th Street 

New York, N. Yo 

near nr. Grinnell: 

Thii department of the University of Nebraika 

is trying to determine the origin of all place names in this 

state. This alao inclu4ea namea that the Indiana gave to streams 

and other landmark&. I have read your very interesting booka 

on the Pawneea and your name has beenmentioned to me by Mr. 

Clarence Reclmneyer of Fremont, Nebraska as an authority on the 

?awneea-. 

Do yp~ kp.oJ what~e Pawneea c~~~~/ :t_he /P~i,il:a Ri var? 
1<,GlKU TcZ& IIJ-P/44 I~ ·1~ - ' - ~ ) . 

w":t oe s ~h1~am~,m-l/ •ignify? 'J--.&±-7niZii._, \ :~aJZ 
Tice, ~~I/~ ) 

lA"'~-·~•' 'Did they have a name for the Niobrara River? If so what was it 

/41 I ~nd what is ita significance? ~KU#~~-~ , ~ 
I ~ /4,~ ~~~ ~I ~~'4 ~ 

-fk r ~ ~ - 
Did they have a name for the Missouri River? If ao, what waa it 

and what does the name mean? rC'J;; ~~--~ .:::: ~ ~ 
m& -r~~ I 

I 
Do you know why the ijepublioan pawneea were ao named? The river J 

evidently was named for them(Republican), but why were they called 
Republican Pawnee a? ~ ~ ~ ~-,/ ~ .r ~' .~ 

Thanking you in advance for thii. very kind favo; 
I am 

Very truly you~~ , 
Coneervation ~su.rvey, station A, Lincoln,Nebr, 
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THE MIDWEST REFINING COMPANY 

CASPER,WY□MING 

R. s.ELLrsoN, 
V101S! PRESIDENT August 20, 1927 

Dr. George Bird Grinnell, 
238 East Fifteenth Street, 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Doctor Grinnell: 

I have been out of the city on another trip since last 1onday 
noon and I am more than pleased this morning to find your August 16th 
letter advising of your safe return home after your trip into Wyoming 
and Montana. I drove through Yellowstone Park last Wednesday and had 
time for a twenty minute visit with Horace and Mrs. Albright. I found 
the former had missed you and was very sorry he did not get to have a good 
visit while you were in the Park. 

I also find a note from Captain North, telling me that he is bed 
fast and at a loss to know just what his trouble may be. This does not 
sound very good, but will keep up hopes that he will soon be out and 
around in his usual good health. 

I am sending you a set of the snapshots taken during our recent 
trip to the Dull Knife battle-ground as well as to Fort Fetterim.n and 
Independence Rock, which I hope will recall to your mind as you note 
them, the two or three days we had together last month. 

I appreciate very much the information on the Wagon Box fight which 
you secured at the Lame Deer Agency from the two or three survivors with 
whom you talked at that time. I thinlc it would be a very worth-while 
contribution if you should make available at your convenience the in 
formation you mve in that connection,as the story from the Indians certainly 
sounds considerably different from the previously published reports, starting 
with that in Colonel Dodge's book and generally followed by others since 
that time. 

We have been having a great deal of rain here with very little warm 
weather, although I was fortunate enough on my trip this week to follow 
along the outskirts and in the trail of the rainstorms in the section 
covered. 

r.rr. William H. Jackson came on from Washington for a visit early 
last week and is now at Jackson, Wyoming, v,here I left him la.st Thursday 
morning for a week's time with :.Ir. W. o. Owen, who climbed the Teton in 1898. 

~ 



PAGE 2 TO Dr. George Bird Grinnell THE MIDWEST REFINING C□MPANY 

Although 84 years old, Mr. Jaclrnon seems to be in splendid physical 
condition and still interested in the places he first saw in '66 and 
later in the 70's. 

I have not heard since our visit to the Dull Knife battle site 
from either Mr. Gatcheli'or :Jr. Condit, but find this morning a letter 
in my mail from Mr. Reckmeyer, written at Colorado Springs on August 
13th last. It seems he is taking quite an extended trip through Colorado 
and certainly should have had a most splendid time in visiting all the 
historic points he has covered this summer. 

Hoping to hear from you again at your convenience, with kindest 
regards, I am 

· Sincerely yours, 

RSE:MH 



THE MIDWEST REFINING COMPANY 

CASPER, WYOMING 

R. 9. ELLISON. 
VICE-PRESIDENT 

July 6, 1927 

l tfi lo on th t lephone 



THE MIDWEST REFINING COMPANY 

2 CASPER, WYOMING 
pt 1n L too~ B, io:rth 

R. S. EL.L.ISON, 
VICE-PRESIDENT 

~ fort t I"U1'0 
same i , l could 

1 he; · · ~o n4 Docitor Ori nell 11111 t1 t-& t lo Ot'tt :c.itid, pln 
o orit .. rt 11 1~ to oan <> rran 1t. 

1nc 



THE MIDWEST REFINING COMPANY 

CASPER, WYOMING 

R. S. ELLISON, 
VICE•PRESIDl!.NT 

• 

Dear ptn n ortht 

Bou:rk 

; · it1 t ,hould b 
t t .;mt I 

ti v ., m1 e~ th ccount o ti £16ht by • r 1n 
l do not n_ it u • 

l 111 loolc to 
nd ot r condi ion 

l M aen:41. 
fo~ the1r info .t1~. 

1th kin 

nyone. 



THE MIDWEST REFINING COMPANY 
CASFER,WYOMING 

.R. S.EJ..LJSON:, 

V!OE PRESIDENT April 28, 1927 

Dr. George Bird Grinnell, 
238 East Fifteenth Street, 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Doctor Grinnell: 

. I have just received another note from Mr. Gatchell and enclose 
oopy' of that portion which will be of interest to you and Captain North. He 
also mkes mention of the reoent article by Clarence Reokmeyer of Fremont, 
Nebraska, on the number of Indians killed at the Wagon Box fight, which took 
place on August 2, 1867, near Mr, Gatchell's home town of Buffalo. 

You will also note from Mr. Gatohell's letter that it is entirely 
proper for you to proceed with your arrangements with Willis Rowland and Ha.rd 
Robe to accompany our party to the Dllll Knife battlegrotmd. Mr. Gatchell ts· 
letter confirms your statement that Weasel Bear ha~ not been invited in 
connection with the trail, but on account of his having been in the village 
at the time of the fight. 

I have asked Mr. Gatchell to prepare a rough sketcb,as soon as 
he can, of our proposed route, with an estimate of the time necessary to cover 
it, but do not know whelher he will feel like undertaking that job or not. 
If he does, will then submit same to you and Captain North for your infol"m9,tion 
and suggestions. 

I recently read Captain Bourke's. $.C9j)'UJlt . of the trip and fight, 
which was ptiblished in an early issue of the Milltary·•;Ser.:vi'"c~ ~aga;dne. ·All;long 
other things, I noted in particular the impression the snow and below zero 
weather· 'ma.de upon his mind. I have never understood, however, that Bourke 
ranks particularly high as an accurate historical writer, although I note 
several articles and books from his pen. 

We have been m.ving some fine spring weather this week, so am 
hoping that our snowstorms of the present season are over. 

I will be glad to have a line from you on any of the above or 
other matters any time at your convenience. 

Sincerely yours, 

RSE:MH 
oc:LHN 



,,, 

EXTRACT FROM LE]TER BY T.J. GATCHELL 

Since writing you have talked with ] r. Jones; who 
owns the ranch where the troops oamped the night be 
fore the Dull Knife fight, and he informs me that he 
can furnish us plenty of horses from that point to the 
battl afield. 

Weasel Bear, so far as I knew• at least, has never 
been over the trail, but was tn the village at the 
time of the f .ight, and my idea in getting him to go 
was to get iroformation relative to the situation of 
the Indian camp , eto, 

Am very glad that :Mr., Grinnell has invited Willis 
Roland to accompany the party. He is a nephew of 
Ha.rd Robe, am is a good interpreter, and as his father 
was 0'18 of 10Kenzie' s scouts, should knON considerable 
about the fight. 

I see quite a little in the papers lately a.bout 
the Wagon Box fight. It is strange that any one 
should assume tha.t l.1!37 Indians ware killed in the 
fight. See Captain North has been quoted in the 
matter. and I am -pleased to state that what he said 
corresponds with what informtion I have been able 
to pick up. 

}so read an article in the Billings Gazette where 
Willis Rowland ID9.kes a sta.teirent. Roland should 'be 
in r,osition to get correct information from the Chey 
enms. 

It might bee sier for Dr. Grinnell to eome ovgr 
from Sheridan, but if Captain North wishes to make the 
trip from Fetterman, 1t would perhaps be better for 
h 1m t o go to Casper , and we can ma l!a arrangement s 
foJt Grirmell to meet the party at Crazy Woman. 

HONever, I wish to carry out their wishes in 
every 'lay. 



THE MIDWEST REFINING COMPANY 
CASFER,WVOMING 

R.S.ELLrSON. 
Vrol'i: PRES[DENT April 6, 1927 

Dr. George Bird Grinnell, 
238 Uest Fifteenth Street, 
Now Yo.rk, N. Y. 

Dear Doctor Grinnell: 

I am just in receipt of the copy of your booldet entitled, 
"Audubon Park" and wish to thank you for so kindly sending same to me. 
The splend.id illustrations and the presentation of the subject-matter 
interest me intensely and I plan reading the booklet 17i th no re care while 
on a trip to Butte,'Tontana, upon which I am leaving tomorrow morning. 

You \'Jill also be interested in noting copy of letter I have 
just received from 'Jr. Gatchell of Buffalo, '7yoming, regarding the trip 
to the Dull Knife battlegrounds next surrnner. I am sending a copy of the 
same letter on to Captain North so that you can both make additional 
sugge s t i ona as you feel will be helpful. 

Again tlnnking you for the Audubon booklet, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

RSE:MH 



EXTRACT FROl' LE°J::1TJrn OF },".TI •. J. I'. GA'rCHELL 

"Your letter received to day, and believe that 
the details of the trip to the Dull Knife fight can 
be easily :=trranged. 

I have in mind having '}easel Bear accompany 
Hard Robe, as I have been out with them and they 
seem to ~et along all right. 

Am inclined to believe that if I can possibly 
get avri.y bef or eha nd w i L'l make a trip to the Cheyenne 
reservation and have a talk with Hard Robe, and take 
his Stl.P,'t~estions as to what Tndians will be the best 
to take along. 

Your suggestion to have the Indians meet us 
on Crazy \'/oman is a good one, and believe it w tLI 
be well to have arrangements made to take them down 
t he re in a car. As quite a bit of the trip can 
be made from there in cars, we can meet them there, 
provided that we make the trip from old Fetterman 
over the trail to Crazy ·:1oman, and have Hard Robe 
pick out the old trail from Trabing on. 

I have talked with some of the "natives" do·:m. 
toward the fi.eld, and they are of the opinion that 
most of the t r i p can be nevo t Ia t ad w i th car-s , which 
will rra ka it much better for Captain No r-t h and Doc 
tor Grinnell. 

•:re wi 11 have '10 trouble f l nd Log plant? of 
acc ommoda t ions f:rom the ranchers down there as I 
knO<N them all well, and they all siw, come on. 

There is a man living here who was wi. th the 
pack-train on that campaign, and he tells 11.e they 
followed the Bozeman trail to Dry Fork of Powder; 
thence down that gulch to its mouth, about three 
miles above old Fort Reno. It was at this place 
the cantonment was located. 

Fe did not accompany the :rcKenzie expedition, 
however. Be is rather reticent in handing out in- 
formation, and what little I have learned fr0m him 
has been e ar ne d , 

Answe r lng Dr. Grin11ell' s inquiry relative to 
getti-rig to the Crazy Woman location, will siw that 
the location is only twenty-two miles 'below Buffalo 

•with a good road for cars. 
1 have not been able to f i.gure the entire trip 

out as v et , but have learned enough, to know that we 
can arrange it so it will not be toe. bard on Capt. 
North and Doctor Grinnell." 


