THE MIDWEST REFINING COMPANY

CasrPErR WYOMING

R.S.ELLisonN,

Vice PRESIDENT January 11’ 1928

Dr. George Bird Gpinnell,
238 East Fif{eenth Street,
New York, N. Y,

Dear Doctor Grinnell:

I am very glad to hear by your letter of
January 5th, that the manuscript about the North brothers
has been accepted and will be available in printed
form in due course, I shall also be very glad to
have you use the cut of the picture of the Generals
taken at old Fort Laramie in 1867. This appeared in
connection with my article on Independence Rock in
the Midwest Review last spring and if the cut will
serve your purpose, I will be pleased to send it on
to you immediately. I think you have a copy of the
magazine, so that you can determine if the cut will
fit your needs, but if it will not serve, will be
glad to!send you the picture itself so that the new
cut can be made if desired,

I am wondering if you made eny headway
on the Wagon Box matter with Jim Gatchell and if I
can be of any help to you in that connection or other-
Jrise, I hope you will not hesitate to let me know,

With best wishes to you and Mrs, Grinnell
for a hdppy new year, I am

Sincerely yours,

— M@W




THE MiDWEST REFINING COMPANY

CasPER WYOMING

R.8.ELLISON,

Vice PRESIDENT March 26 Y 1928 .

Dr, George Bird Grinnell,
238 East 15th Street,
New York, N, Y.

Dear Doctor Grinnell:

I am sending you two copies of our
Midwest Review just out, containing your article
on the Wagon Box fight., I hope the menner in which
it is handled will meet with your approval and fit
in with any other plans you may have had in mind
concerning it.

If you need additional copies of the
magazine will be glad to have you let me know so
we can forward same to you,

I have had some thought of having it
reset and issuing a few copies for distribution
in pamphlet form, as I do not believe it would bve: very
expensive and the article is so interesting and
worth while that it might worth while doing so.

Trusting that all has been going well
with you, with kindest regards, I am

Sinecerely yours,

RSE :MH M{/e’—, i




THE UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA
LINCOLN

STATE ACTIVITIES

CONSERVATION AND SURVEY DIVISION SOIL SURVEY

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

INDUSTRIAL SURVEY
'STATE FORESTER

INFORMATION BUREAU
PHOTOGRAPHY AND FILM SERVICE

Lincoln,yebr., Jan.2,1928

Mr. George Bird Grinnell
338 East 15th Street

New York,N.Y,

Dear yr. Grinnell:
I beg to acknowledge with sincere thanks the

receipt of your letter of the 224 of January. In it you state:

" I cannot tell you anything about ni tseh, I do not

know that the Cheyennes ca&lled the north fork of the
Republican , Chief River. I have heard them call it

Wolf River."

In Amer. Amthro. Vol., VIII p,23 it is stated that the North .ork
of the republican River was called Wi hiuniyohe "Chief j,iver",
and on page 21 it is stated that the Arikara pork of the Republi-
can was called by the cheyennes Ononiohe "Ree piver(Ononi,
"Arikaria® plus Ohe,"river".

Is there some migtake here, or is there any reason that y
you know of why the river was called Chief River, does it mean as
much a&s the primmipal or main stream?

Ver ggggkfu ly yours
conserv?§i§%§;d Survey
Station A
Lincoln,Nebraska




ROBERT BRUGE

18 OLD Srip, NEW YORK CITY

January 1,1988

lire George Bird Grinnell,
228 Jast 165th §t.
17 dear Dre Grinnsll:--

I have in this office at the oresgat time the
following:

1. Original of the Irank North Commission isgnued by tho dovernor
o iehracka when Frank Je dorth was mustered in as captain
of the Plawnee sconts;

5. fThree of the orisinal lmster Rolls of bo{;h Jorths and the
LZawnee sconts;

Z. Oririnal of the legislative liemorial by the State of 4dabraska
to Jen. S. Ao Carr aad laj. frank dorthe

I have sleo had,bunt have returned to Capt. North nfter
making prints,the eorisinal of the letter from Uen. Crook
to Frank J. North oa the muster out of the lawnee scouts.
37 understanding with Capt. North,all these are being dnplicated
for the llebrasks Historical Society,so that they can be placed in the
State Library at Lincolm. This throush arrangement with lir. Sheldon,
whom you probably kiows :

T am onvions to kanow more abont Capt. L. i North,particnlarly
what he has been engaged in since retiring from military service,and
any intaresting Pacte about his later life,any family,etce--enonsh to
make o conple of paragraphs of desirable record. Capt. Horth,who by
the way,has recently been gnite ill,is not a good sonrce of "copy"
abont himself. Henece I womld appreciate very much such information as
you might be able to give me conveniently in a dictated letter,to form
a part of my records. Hope yom can write me abont this.

Yours very trunly,




ROBERT BRUCGE

18 OLD Srar, NEwW YORK CIiTY

Janunary 1,1923

.L)u Sa

This letter ran loanger than expected when I put it into the ma-
chine,and since signing it I am reminded that someonc said to me that
gapt. L. d. Horth looks like a retired lLiethodist minister rather than an
0ld Iadian fightere. Interesting if correct,and I am wondering 1F you wonld
consider that worth recording.

I am algo told that lirs. Horth was =2a accomplished horsewomen,about
which yon probably know; anld I should be glad of aay comments worth iancor-
porating into wmy records.

I know that Prank J. Horth left a danghter,3tella,afterwards lirs.
Chambers,and I believe mow a widow; bvt I have never heard direct from her.

o)
il

Can you tell me if Capt. North has any Ffamily,and if so,whether

or not they reside at Colunmbusg 7

Of conrse I wish these items to fill in the record while it can
be done; and it occurs to me that you wonld be able to supply them better
than anyone slses I have anever seen any of them; bnt have had congiderable
correspondence with Capt. North about all but himself!

Kobert Brnce
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Washington, D.C.,
August 10, 1928.

Dear Doctor CGrinnell:

My historical research wark here in comnection with the early
history of Marias Pass has brought me in touch with the U. S.
Geographic Board, the Chairmen of which, Mr. Frank Bond, has for
some two months past been scrutinizing carefully the names of
physical features in Glacier Park, many of which are nemed for
persons and go back for 40 or R0 years.

These names are being card indexed and it is desired to add
to the data on these cards the oarigin of names when such are known,
particularly personal names, when and for whom given, ete.

As I have frequently remerked, you are doubtless more familiar
with the early history of Glacier Park than any intelligent white
man now living.

Mr. Bond has questioned me as to scme of these names but I
am familiar with a few only, while you are probably familier with
many, especially in the nartheastern section.

I enclose a copy of the latest map of the Park, and ask if
you would not be willing as a publie service to write on the face
of the map data with respect to any of the names with which you are
familiar and return same to Mr. Frank Bond, Chajrman, United States
) Geographic Board.

I suggest this method as one which you might follow with the
least inconvenience to yourself.

With warm regards and with pleasant recollections of my little
visit with you in June, I em

Very sincerely yours,

(-




) ROBERT BRUCE

_‘..:," { 18 OLD Srip, NEW YORK CiTY

o =TV Novemner 16,1928

Dear Dr. Grinnell:

Mrs. Custer left for Florida yesterday afternoon,and
will be at the Seville,Daytona,until the last of llarch. I write this re-
calling that you had probably planned sometime to call upon her; and when
I spoke about it,she said all right if you would phone in advance,so she
might be sure to see youe.

X X X X

I have not yet received back those three or so rough pages of copy,
made by condensing your report of some features of the 1874 expedition.
As was probably apparent if you looked over that last copy of Motor Travel
left with you,I have been paying special attention to illustrations,and
in some cases have been in some difficulty in finding text to cover them.
(The eunts are necessary to assit the publication of my work). So it
seemed to me that a condensation of some of your notes wonld help out as
8 background of the fllustragions. ! .

My idea of submitting them to you was to be sure they made no errors,
and to invit8 any corrections you might care to make. It is doubtfml if
they would be carried into my permanent work,as my idea has been to bunch
the illustrations more than would be possible in the magazine. If conven-
ient,I would appreciate their return.

Yours very truly,
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ROBERT BRUCGE
18 OLp Srap, NBw YORK Ci1rv

May 16,1928

Mr. George Bird Crinnell,
238 East 16th St.
Dear Dr. Grinnell:

I enclose the record of Sandy Forsyth,made
up for me with considerable care--evidently,by the AdJutant‘lGeneral S
Office; and this may be returned at your convenience in the enclosed
pre-addressed envelope.

By the wgy,Gen. Godfrey wrote me a day or so
ago that he thought Forsyth was the officer sitting high (or a lit-
tle higher than the rest¥ with one leg thrown over the other,and
almost at your left hand in the Cottschamer photograph. If so,he
would be the officer between yourself and Prof. Donaldson,except
that he is sitting a trifle in front. This is of some importance
in case a print of that paotograph can be secured.

X X X X

The Warren pamphlet,as I recall,is about half way up on the shel-
ves between your door and the west window--a paper covered report
containing the map of the Battle of Ash Hollow,Nebraska,which I wish
to photogreph or make a photostat print,and at "the gsame time take off
some notes. Perhaps you might be willing to let have it for a few
days when I call some weeks hence to leave a copy of THE BLACK HILLS
of OLD DAXOTA. I have been here since August 1922,without having lost
or mislaid anything,and hope to continue that record.

I am memdighe moking very fair progress in the collection and fil-
ing of 0ld maps,photographs and narratives,have now a fair start and
hope sometime to move up into the class of "writers like Jourself
though realizing that I have a long distance still to go!

Yours very truly,



THE MIiDWEST REFINING COMPANY

CasPER WYOMING

R.S.EvrLison,
VicE PRESIDENT

June 2, 1928

Doctor George Bird Grinnell
238 Bast Fifteenth Street
New York, N, Y,

Dear Dootor Grinnell:

I have your good letter of May 18 and will await with great interest
hearing from you and Captain North about another trip this summer to
the Dull Knife battle ground., I realize the necessary limitations imposed
by the lapse of time on all of us, but I am sure that Mr. Condit will be
helpful in lining up an outfit if you feel like undertaking the horse-
back part of the trip along the lines discussed last year.

Your comment on General Bisbee's letter to Mr. Bruce about your
Wagon Box article is greatly appreclated and I am in entire accord with
your statement that the Indian, like most of the whites, act and talk
differently on different occasions. I am getting a few comments since
the publication of the article and when they are assembled would like to
send them on to you for further comment on your part. I have not heard
so far from our friend Gatchell, but Doctor Hebard seems disposed to
support Gibson, whose account appears in her Bozeman Trail. As you say,
however, it is 'a matter on which everyone is entitled to have his own
opinion without doing violence to the opinions held by others,

I am sure you will be inberested in hearing that our Historical
Landmark Commission is making progress in the acquiring of thirty-two
acres at old Fort Bridger. Some of the funds are being raised by local
people in the counties in that part of the state, but as the purchase
price is $7100, it will require a broader campaign later on. However,
since it is one of our most interesting and historic sites and the
opportunity to secure it 1s undoubtedly as favorable now as we could
hope for, I feel sure that we will be able to work it out successfully.

. Hoping to hear from you again as to our proposed trip, and on any
other matter of interest, I am

Sincerely yours

A o~ "
RSE :RD /gth”_¢ﬁx




THE MIDWEST REFINING COMPANY

CasrErR WYOMING

S st May 14, 1928

Doctor George Bird Grinnell
238 East 15th Street
New York, N. Y,

Dear Doctor Grinnell:

I have your letter of May 9, and am wondering if it is
not time for us to begin to consider more definitely another
trip to the Dull Knife battle ground next summer, provided
Mr., Condit is able to line up an outfit for use in retracing
the route followed by the troops on their night trip into
the little valley where the battle occurred. Of course,
this will depend, also, upon whether you and Captein North
care to undertake such trip or not. If you do, I will be
glad to help out in enyway I can to such end.

With reference to your Wagon Box article, Mr, Robert
Bruce of New York City tells me he recently asked General
Bisbee for comment upon the story, based upon some of his
experiences with the Indians on the plains. Since Mr. Bruce
will probably send you a copy of the Bisbee letter, I will
not go into it now. I understand, however, that in the
main he agrees with your conclusions, excepting he does not
have the same opinion of their modesty in relating exploits
in which they were engaged.

I am wondering, also, how the publication of the North
manuscript is progressing, as I will be disappointed if it
is not made available in printed form,

With kindest regerds,

Sincerely yours

W{,e»w;“

RSE:RD




ROBERT BRUCGCE

18 O Srip, NBw YORX O1TY

May 12,1928

Dear Dr. Grinnell:

I had already asked Gen. Godfrey about Gen.
Forsyth,but the details seem to have slipped his memory. To have run
across the full official record of Sandy Forsyth has been a painful
surprise,and any use of it by me will let his fine military record stand
out alone,with a cloak thrown over the remainder!

Am passing along to Mr. Ellison that paragraph
of vour letter about Gen. BIsbee's comments on your article; and think
either a printed or typewritten copy should more appropriately come from
him. However,I have retained a carbon copy in case of too long delay in
uging it in the Mid-west Review.

I have been completely baffled in attempts to
gecure one of those Warren booklets such as I saw on your shelves,the
Warren family,Gen. Abbot's family and the Government Printing Office all
reporting having none. If,sometime in the future,l might be sufficiently
in your confidence to secure the loan for a few days of your copy,l can
guarantee perfect care and safe return; but perhaps it would be well to
let this stand as a future hope,especially as I am thoroughly occupied
in my Black Hills of 01d Dekota,for which I am still hoping to secure a
print of that Gottschamer photograph.

Yours very truly,




ROBERT BRUGE

18 OLp Srap, New Yorx Oy

May 10,1928

Degr Dr. Grinnell:

& .

Mr. Gottscamer,of St. Paul,who has that
1874 negative,wrote me upon his refurn from Montana about two weeks
ago that he had applied for copyright on that photograph,etc.; and
evidently the attention it attracted has gone a little to his head
and he thinks it will turn out to be & good thing. Aside from the
doubt in my mind as to whether he can copyright the picture taken
in 1874,and the original owner dead--J can speak from some exper-
ience when I say that he will find the public demand for it much
less than he geems to think. Meanwhile he declines my offer to make
prints of it for Gen. Godfrey,yourself,Capt. North and Col. Varnum,
and my effort to complete the identifications is temporarily thwarted,
unless he changes his attitude. I wrote a statement of the facts in
the case,and told him it should be in the Black Hills booklet; but
congsiderable time has elapsed without hearing further.

A copy of your article in the Midwest Review
was spnt to Brig. Gen. W. H. Bishee,Retired,1906 Beacon St.,Boston,
and some comments thereupon,received direct from the General ,were
copied and mailed to Casper yesterday,with a suggestion to Mr. Elli-
gon to print them and let me have a few copies,one for Gen. Godfrey.
This will probably work around in time.

I have been trying to viseedwsbmwd locate Gen. G.

A. (Sandy) Forsyth during 1876; and in piecing together various items
think he may have been in Furope and Asia that year. Would be glad
to know that this is s0,if you recall. I am somewhat shocked to see
that he was courmertisled and sentenced to dismissal from the Awsy

during the latter part of his career,though the order was partially
suspended. Thig seems incredible to me in looking upon his fine face,
and I wonder if you know why this was done.

The Black Hills booklet will be out in a few weeks,

Yours very t ruly,




THE MIDWEST REFINING COMPANY

Casrer WvyoMING

R.S.ELLison,
VIcE PRESIDENT

April 27, 1928

Doctor George Bird Grinnell
238 East 15th Street
New York, N. Y.

Dear Doctor Grinnell:

I am glad to have your letter of April 23, end am send-
ing you three additional copies of the Midwest Review con-
taining your Wegon Box story. We will probably exhaust the
available supply shortly, so I am glad to fill your modest
requirements before the remainders are exhausted.

I was particularly interested in hearing what some of
your friends with western experience might say about the story,
ags I thought it might develop some discussion and possibly
some viewpoints which could be used to advantage in a separate
pamphlet along the lines I had in mind as I recently wrote
you.

Mr. Robert Bruce of 18 01d Slip, to whom I sent a copy,
wrote me recently that he had a letter from General Godfrey
to whom a copy was sent at your suggestion. It seems the
Generel was not altogether in accord with some of your con-
clusions,. but knowing a little of his personal temperement,
I did not take it all serious. In case you hear from the
General, however, will be interested in lmowing what points
he may have in mind, if you feel like advising me later on.

By the way, in a letter from Mr. W, H. Jackson at
Washington D. C., he tells me that at a recent visit of
Horace Ms Albright, the latter expects to be transferred from
the Yellowstone to the Yosemite Park. I am sorry to hear this
a8 & visit to the park with Albright as superintendent there
is especially enjoyable to me.

Hoping to hear from you again as you have time to write,
and with kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours

RSE:RD




THE MIDWEST REFINING COMPANY

CasPER WYOMING

R.S.ELLiSON,
Vice PRESIDENT

April 13, 1928,

Dr, George Bird Grinnell,
238 Fast 15th Street,
New York, N, Y,

Dear Doctor Grinnell:

I have your letter of April 9th and am
wondering who may have sent you the February 1927
Midwest Review containing the article on Independence
Rock and the Oregon Trail, I think I sent you a copy
of it last year and some one of your numerous friends
has probably given you the article thinking you had
not already received a copy of it.

On account of not having been in New York
City for some little time, I am able to state definitely
that I did not have the privilege of calling you at
your home a few days ago, so that it was no doubt some
other party with possibly some other name,

I am wondering if you have heard from any
of the names onthe list you recently handed me for sending
out copies of your Wagon Box story. If so, will be
interested in hearing what they have to say, if consistent,
when you have time to write me esbout it., In the event
any of them did not receive a copy for any reason on
account of being lost in the mail, will be glad to send
them another copy if either you or they will let me know,

With kindest regards, I sam

Sincerely yours,

RSE:MH
ACIAAN




THE MIDWEST REFINING COMPANY

CasPErR WYOMING

R.8.ELLISON,
Vice PRESIDENT

April 6, 1928.

Dr. George Bird Grimnell,
238 East 16th Street,
New York, N, Y.

Dear Doctor Grinnell:

I am just back from a few days'! absence on a trip to Colorado
and note your letter of March 30, I certainly hope that I did not make
any serious break in compiling the brief data regarding your™Western
interests and principal books written by you. However, if anything is
out of joint, please do not hesitate to let me know, because I am interested
in having it as nearly correct as possible,

I em glad to send out to the men on the list which you handed
me,copies of the Review, as I know ssveral of them by neme and in fact
had already sent copies to Captain North and to Mr, Connelley, I em sure
on acoount of their interest in our Indian history that they will be delighted
to have the opportunity of reading your contribution to the Wagon Box and
Indian literature,

I appreciate your suggestion regarding the form in case we issue
the story in pamphlet form and will be glad to follow that together with
any other suggestions you will be kind enough to give me, Everyone who
has seen the cover and read the story with whom I have talked, has been very
generous in his words of appreciation and since we only get out a limited
number of our magazine for our own orgenization together with certain special
libraries and historical associations and have no subsecription list, it is
possible that there may be enough requests coming in to justify having the
story made into more available shepe by issuing it as a separate in pamphlet
form. Will advise with you further as the matter develops.

Hoping to hear from you again as you have time to write, I am

Sincerely yours,

M&w
RSE :MH




Clarence Reckmeyer
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