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STATE CAPITOL, LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 68509 

NEBRASKA GAME, FORESTATION AND PARKS COMMISSION 

Ii May 20, 1968 

Dr. John Champe 
1917 South 27 Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Dear John: 

The letter from a Sioux Indian who was with the Buffalo Bi 11 Show which 
you have kindly had duplicated has been translated, enclosed is the trans 
lation. 

It seems that this Indian was not too literate and it seems he mis 
handled the dialect he was supposed to be writing in. When I get time I 
will spin you the tale one Wilmer Young had getting this translation. It 
covers Pine Ridge, Rosebud, and Valentine. It wound up with the Sheriff, 
the County Attorney, and two drunken Indians they let out of jail to do this 
interpretation. It must be right---only an Indian could write like that. 
Hope this gives you a chuckle. 

Yours truly, G:;z~ 
Robert Killen, Section Chief, 

Division of State Parks 

RK/kk 

cc 



Address on envelope: Little Whirlwind 
Pine Ridge Agency 
Dakota 
Medicine Root-•• (Manderson, S. Dak. U .s .A.) 

(Text of letter) 1_ 

Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show 
Neuilly, Paris, France 1889 

Little Whirlwind, brother-in-law, I will tell you something which I 
wanted to tell you before I left. 

I want to tell things that came to my mind. I wanted o tell you to 
move to Medicine Root, (now Manderson, s. Dak.) but I did not tell you about 
it and I want you to think it over and tell me, brother-in-law, as I am here 
overseas and tell me if you are going to move over there. 

I knew you said you were going on a trip before I left and I do not 
tell you to move soon, but after you return from your trip. 

From now until fall is when I want you to move and live over there. I 
know you have heard all I want to tell and there is nothing more to tell you. 

Our show work is going good and none of us who came over here is sick; 
however, "Sore Back" is the only one who limps on one leg and missed five 
shows, but he is now well and is back in the show again. 

We have seen wild animals we have never seen before. 

And now, sister (meaning wife of Little Whirlwind) tell me what is hap 
pening as you know. If you plant a garden and are raising anything that is 
all I ask of you to tell me. 

(to Little Whirlwind) Tell me where you sister and neice (meaning the 
writer's wife and dauter) are now. 

I came over here to see if I can make some ~oney •. There is only one 
thing I do not like and it is not much, but still, I do not like it. That 
is there are two who always ask us for a quarter and I always give it if he 
asks me for it brother-in-law; that's "Chased After." "Two Cloud" and I 
give quarters to them. 

But we are not lonesome. That is all I am going to say, brother-in 
law. Shake my hand. Nephew, shake my hand and sister, shake my hand. I 
feel happy to shake yours. 

This is "K~lls Enemy Alone" talking. 
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