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NEBRASKA STATE
ISTORICAL SOCIETY

Hubbell, Nebraska
Nov. 22, 1897

Jay Amos Barrett
Lincoln, Nebraska

Dear Sir:

Your letter of the 15th inst, rec'd and will say
in reply that I will gladly give you all the information
in my power. My father was born in the state of Vermont,
May 1lst, 1802, and when of age went to New York and mar-
ried my mother. She was born in Nov. 1805 and her maiden
name was Almira FPhelps. After their marriage they moved
to Segrange, Harden County, Kentucky and there I was born
Feb., 25, 1826, When 1l was 5 years old they moved to Me-
dina County, Ohio and when I was seven years old they
joined the Latter Day Saints. They were baptized by Par-
ley P. Pratt, one of the twelve apostles of the Church
of Latter Day Saints.

After 5 years they moved to Hancock County, Ill,
and in 1845 they moved to Nau%bo, I11. and the next
spring, on Feb., 5th, I was sent by my father to drive a
team for Heber C. Kimball (who was next in power to
Brigham Young) I knew not where., We crossed the Missis-
sippl River on the ice and camped on Sugar Creek five
miles west of the river and remained till April 15 and
then we moved slowly until we reached the Missouril River,
June 25, 1846, We remained there until the 10th of July
and then we had flat boats built and crossed at Bellevue
and camped 2 or 3 miles west on Papper Creek and after
a good number had crossed we moved north to winter
quarte rs, now Florence, Neb. I remained there 'till
Dec. 1847, until all the Saints had either gone west or
settled in Iowa, tut winter quarters was kept as a start-
ing point for those who went to Utah till 1856.

I will say that the winter of '46 was a hard winter
for the Saints. Hundreds of them dled of the scurvey
and were buried on the hill south of Florence. Here I was
married to Madorah Pack Aug. 15, 1847, the first and only
marriage which I know of while we were there. In December
we moved to Iowa, near Bartlett, Mills County and lived
there 'till 1850, when we went to Cal. and were there
nine years. We then returned to Iova and remained there
till 1877 when we moved to our present home,




Jay Amos Barrett, Nov. 22, 1897 -2

We are in good health for people of our age. I
will be 72 years of age Feb. 25, 1898 and my wife will
be 68 years of age Apr. 18, 1898. We have seven living
children, five boys and two girls, all living within
five miles except one which lives in Iowa.

We will send you one of our pictures which was
taken just before our Golden Wedding. If there 1is any
farther information which you desire and which I can
supply, I will gladly give it. Be sure to answer 1if
you recéive this,

Yours truly,

A Pioneer,
John S. and Madorah Davenport




