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in the preparation of this paper I havc been greatly usa*etodcﬁyfu
by the research aﬂﬁe—in—thia~£&.ld~by the Bureau of American
‘Ethnology whose agent, Paul Radin, visited the Winnebago reservation,
and tith the aaaigtance of myself and othérs prepared a history of the
general organization of the Winnegapo Indiansg and of their customs,
The field he covered also embraced what I shall attempt to convey to
you on the clan orgnn;zation of the Winnebago. This paper can give
o adequate idea of the subject it is written to-eever, for the
amount of material that could, sheuid bhe obtained te—ecover fuiliy
the subject would probably fill a thousand pages such as I am about
to write, I am constantly embarassed in trying to select from
tﬂia mase of material those features that would most interest you;
for feeling as if I were a part of it myself, my interest is
different from yours.
The Winnebago Indians are natives of Wisconsin, and about

half of the tribe still remain there, S0 far as we know théy were/

about the year 1639 on the eastern shore of Creen Bay,)firat seen by
white‘;;ﬁrubout twelve or fourteen miles north of the subsequent
pite of the city of Green Bay, Te Winnebago believe that,
according to their clan stories they originated there, at a blace
called Red Banks, This paper is based upon the stories of the

different clans which I have heard and from personal interviews
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with Winnebago having particular knowledge of ths story of their
clan, not upon knqwledgo of the clan organization of other tribes

or ethnology. Tis tribe has two exogamic divieions, ---the upper
and the lower clans, The upper clans are, Thunder-Being, commonly
called Thunder Bird, the Hawk or War,Ragle, and Pigeon. The lower
clans are Bear, Wolf, Water Spirit, Elk, Deer, Buffalo, Fish, and
Snake,

The Winnebago do not claim descent from the animal after which
the clan is named, but assert that their ancestors were transformed
enimales who met at Green Bay, Wiseonsin, and there were transformed
into human beings. Four animals of each species were present, and
the older Winnebago can tell you frou‘which'of these four brothers
they descended, ,Their attitudo'toward the clan animal is in no way
different from that toward ény other-anim#i. They hunt =snd eat at
‘any time qf the year the animal which they reagrd as their personal
manito, According to the clan stories zgpioua ¢lans seem €0 have \
been inspired simultaneously with the knoﬁledge of a great gathering
to be held at the Red Banke mentioned.  The clans then existing in
the spirit womld in the spiritual being of.their clan animal b#saa

t0 counsel together about the great meeting of tranaformation, and

“ Y

ae@ species sent four of %&eir finestxfb thi- mneting, a® has been
mentioned. One 0ld man who is of the Elk clan sayed/ “In the beginning
the winnebago existed in the spirit world over towards the settling
of the sun,where a place of existence or abodolwaa established for
them by Earth-Maker (the creator).,™ There they existed from time
unknown, until the cre&tor spoeke and said to them , "ify children, you
are to liive on an earth that I have created and prepared for you,

It is necessary that you should recognize one another there in some

way . You should therefore select some animal, the animal you best




love, and after which your clan sheill be named and recognized.® So
the Elk clan people considered seriously this matter and seeing that |
the Elk was not only a beautiful animal but clean and of good habits
and temperament they decided to select tho‘xlk as their clan animal.,»

| From all of the reports on clan organization it is evident that
& lodge was bulklt, and a camp circle waes formed where all had certain
positions, This is shown from the fact that each clan has a particule
brother or friend clan upon whem they call, especially in time of
death, to assist in funeral rites, These frimdd clans speak of one
ﬁnother a8 sitting opposite sach other in the original lodge. It
‘18 said that the Water Spirit clan came with the specific power to hol(
the position of chiefship in the tribe, but it so happens that when
the original fire was about to bé started the Water Spirit clan tried
to get the fire but failed, Then the 6ther clans had a trial at
building this fire dbut the Thunder clansmen were the only oneés tho
succéodod, and they therefore came in possession of the tribal chief- .
ship, and have always held it until recent years, The United States
government now recognize whomever it chooses as chief of the tribe,
and the Indiane often say that the choice always falle upon those to
whom 1t can most easily dictate, and with little regard to fitness.
The Water Spirit clan, however, did not lose its position of chiefship
which they still maintained, and all their names have some syllable
which implies chiefship, |

The chief of the tribe was always selected from the Thunder clan,

Qa has been saild. He atood as the exponent of peace at all times,
| He could not lead a war#farty, although according to some he could ac-
company such a party. If he heard of any one of his tribe about ‘teo
lead a party on the war pafh, andg 1f he thought the leader lacked in
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war power and genera;_ahip, the chief would take his peace pipe and
go to the leader and ask him to stay his war venture. If the war
leader dlsregarded the counsel of the chief and went in spite of

it, the chief !opld follow him to the first nightt's camp out, and
there, if he placed his plpe immediately across the leader's path,
the war leader would have to stop and return, for to /Bo on would be
sacrilege. The chief's lodse'alwaya ptood in the center of the
villaée, and it contained a sacred fireplace,

~ The lodge was & éanctuary .or all wrongdoers, No one could be

killed there,and a prisoner of war escaping to it had to be spared,
The Thunder elan chief alwaye actéd'na intercessor between wrongdoers
and their avengers, ©Rven in so extreme a case as the murder of a
clansman, the chief would always attempt a reconciliation by which
the life of “he offender might be spared, On the other hand it is
said the Hawk or War clan also maintained a lodge in thﬁvillasc known
as the war lodge, and & prisoner of war taking refuge in it wase
immediately put to‘death. Hhe‘Bauk lodgefwaa the general neotiﬁs
place for the warriors ofthfn entire tfibs. The Bear clan at its
origin had disciplinary powcg,-and would therefore maintain a sacred
lodge in a village. The lodge would be known as the abldiegig |
lodge and its members as soldiers,

The functione of this clan consisted 'in the regulation of the
hunt; general disciplinary rights, and the duty of carrying into effec
the orders of the Thunder clan chief., A a tribal hunt their power
was seen in its most characteristic developmert, Whoev.r disregarded
the rules laid down by them, such as shooting too early or cutting
up the captured animal out of turn, could be deprived of his bow and

arrows; these would be restored to him only if he acquiesced in his
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punishment.,  But should he repeat the offence, bow and arrows
would be broken,

The general diseiplinary powers were those of patrolling the
village énd preventing disorder, The leader of the clan carried
an emblem symbolical of his power, The ’Bea.-r clansmen always
carried this emblem of authority whenever they patrolled the village
or were on duty. Theéy would make their roﬁnds singing and at
their approach all noise would immediately cease, ' They executed all
capital punishments, If the Thunder clan c-hief failed in his inter-
cesgsions for a criminal the latter was handed over to the :Bea‘r lodgo
for punishment. .

The Elk clen, it is sald, acted as usher at the original
meeting and was preordained to act in that capacity through life;
but this ispather vague. The Buffalo clan is sald to have
originated with the mission of a ﬁer&ld, and this, in its full
meaning, has also become obséure, The few who give this information
gsay that the Buffalo lodge should alwad,yﬁ" be placed near the lodge
of the chief, where it reports every moraning to learn his desires
and hear his an:;dunamnts. The supposition that all the clans
came possessing some mission, but that time, war, and contact with
civilization, have made it difficult to obtain full information a.s 4
to its exact nature is probably correct. All accounts do not agree,
and some of the clans are now oxtinct or have been discontinued,

The marriage relation was roguthed by striet rules and customs,
which in olden times were never violated. An upper-claneman must
marry a woman of the leower clan and vice versa, A member of' an
upper clan may select his wife from any of the lower clans. Those
~ Winnebago who cared tc give an explanation 6;‘ their exogamy declared




that the members of the clans of each class were |cloaely related
and should not therefore intermarry, and these resuiatiqna were
prescribed for the purpose of producing a stronger race, the
relationship between upper and lower clanemen not being so close,
Descent is patrilineal, and a man'e name generally comes from his
father's clan or carries some syllable denoting his father's clan
name , Formerly the name was always that of 't‘he fathert's clan,
but this system has Heen largely abandoned. Certain 1rregula.riéies
have crept into this tribal custom; thus, many individuals bear
names beiangine to the motherts clan, Whenever a pereot#:ore a
neme of a clan not his father's he had a paternal anccatér who was
either a white man or an Indian of another tribe, Such individuals
had of course no Winnebago clan name, and consequently a name was
taken from the wifet's clan. T™is custom thus begun seems to have
become & precedent, and many names were thereafter taken from the
maternal clan, Notwithstanding this innovation descent is st:11
reckoned in the paternal line, e |
Other customs of interest are, that & morried man always lives
with his wifets parents the first few years after m.rriage; he must
néver address his mother-in-law and must act as servant to his father-
in-law a8 long as he lives with him,
' The relation of a mun to his ma'bernnl’ uncle ie peguliar; he
may take liberties with him which he is expressly prohidbited from
taking with his paternal uncle and aunt or his maternal aunt, Yet,
in spite of this larger freedom, there is particularlj close re-\
lationship between them, T™The nephew must always act as earvaz;t

to the uncle; on the he 1s, after a fashion, an esquiff; and

ile, leade

should the unocle A

r,ee slain or captured, the nephew




should then suffer himself to be slain,

Winnebago name¢s are derived from the clan animmis and their
characteristics. TFor examile, a Bear clansman may be named White
Bear, and a Thunder clansman might be called "Strikes-the-Tree"
after a charaoteristic of lightning. Fvery clan has sertain objects
samlhnatﬁfilistio end other invisible and immaterialistic, which
are considered as belonging especially to it. 1If a member of one
clan asks for any one of these specific objects beloné}&o another, he
never obtains 1fy.but receives instead the most valuable present
that the clan addreseed can give, However, it is considered so
1nnbdpat tc make such a reQnast‘.that no self-respecting Indian
wpuld be likely to do 8o: fér exaemple, to ask a member of the
Thunder cian for a brand from his fireplace or to sit cn‘the fire~
logs in his housey to admire or criticize anything in the lodge of
a Bear clansmen or 8it in shese doorway, or to ask water of a Wolf
'O{Water Spirit clan, Should one s8it in the doorway of a member of
the Bear clan he would not be t$old to get out but the clansman would

spread & robe or something good to sit upon and politely ask the
‘visitor to be seated there, and it is always well to acoept such
hospitality. '

While the ¢ .ans have numerous customs there are no customs or
beliefs déstinctive of the upper and lower clansmen. In addition
to those mentioned, there are tharacteristic oceremonies at birth,
at the naming of a child, at death, and at a burial'and'ruﬁarul
wake of a clan member, In early days, where thﬁ tribe was con-
cerned in any question togching land or other earthly affairs,
the Bear clan would be oonsulted before any thing definite wae

done, Likewise the Thundér clan would be consulted in regard to




aerial thinsa,.from trees up; and the Water 8Spirit clan in regard
to things of the water, o
In this paper I can only touch briefly on the most import#nt

features of clan organization;' To fully explain the cian organ-
ization would require many volume:s, and I will conclude with a
dgacription of some few of the tribal customs. In olden times
the Winnebago always lived in villages, I presume this was for
soclal intercouree as well as for protectionm, and counsel, It
is said that there was a custom of counselling children ingessantly;
but it ha: nearly dropped into disuse, The children would be |
called in as the dusk began; for it was believed that all bad things
went about in darkness, having reference principally to the dangers
of falling into temptation, poesaibly also to wild animais, ' So
when the ypuna‘people including children, were all in and the family
eirel@de around the fire place was full, the old grandfather (as it is
usually the oldest member of the lodge who speaks ) would begin te
counsel them, He would tell them how they should conduct themselves
through life~-that they must learn to hold their tongues, that they
should fast and strive to obtain some blessing from the Great.Spirit
to enable them to protect their poople in time of trouble, or that
they might be bliessed with power for good, to be brave and learn the
way of the forest, and to be good huntemen, Aind he would tell the
young girls how to order their liveé rq; happiness, of the sacred
marriage atase; and of the responsibilities of vearing children.
Vhen young persons asked for speclal stories, the old man would
have them fast a dhy ibelit‘ or rerhaps requtre theﬁﬁéet an especially

good fire-~log and place it in the fire, Thié was done of course
to impress the youns mind,




Pasting was encouraged at all times. it is said that often-
times the olid man would offer a young boy food and & piece 61‘ charcoal
at the same time, Should the boy reach out and take the food, the
eld man would punish him and blacken his face with the charcoal and
send him out. The object of this was to create a lowly spirit in
the boy, as they believed the Great Spirit would not bless any ome
in a proud atate of mind, The face is always blackened withywood
charcoal when fasting. It\ often happens that many would be out
fasting at the same time, and it was customary for all to sing a song
or a cha.t of praise, or pray to the spirits. This always occurs
about dusk. Fasting is always done in seclusion; so on a quiet
evening, when all in the village 1s still, a cry from the hills of
a loved one who perhaps has been fasting in the dlstance for several
days, and whose ordeal has been so severe as to reduce his atrohgﬁt,
may be heard, in a weak and pitiful voice. The cry of one seeking
a blessing in supplication to the spirits, might start another in a
distant part of the hills, and a'o on until many are wailing together,
And in the lodge when the porents and younger brothers and
sisters at home heard the v0ios of sons and brothers calling weakly
in the distance, the family circle would be gregtly moved and*tho
mother, the first to show her emotion, would allow a silent &ear to
roll down her check, and then the sisters; and fimnlly, unable
to restrain ‘themaolvoa, mother and sisters would burst out weeping
in theX»y monotone characteristic of Indian women, The father would
bow his head in pity for his som, for he knew all the struggles and
sorrows that must be endured in seeking a great blessing. It is
said that very frequently the whole village would be aroused 'by the
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