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Int 
, 

preparation of this pap r I h v~ been greatly ~~~1-d~ 
v 

by th re earch ~tte---1.!'1-lm -~-.....- th Bureau of American 

Ethnology whoa agent, Paul Radin, v~sited the Winnebago re erva.tion, 

and 1th the aseietance of myself' and other preJ?a.red a history of tlle 

general organization of the inne a o Indians and or their customs. 

'lhe field he covered also embraced what I hall attempt to conv y to 

you on th clan organization of the inneba.go. 'lhio a:ier can give 
,vi 

no adequa.t idea or the subject it i wr-~tten to ?er, for the 

amount of material that could~ e obtained ~ t'trl::ly 

to rite. 

, 
ould probably fill Q thousai:id pages auch as I am about 

I am con tantly bara ad in trying to select from 

this ma.ea of materi l those t aturea that ould most intere t you; 

f6r feeling as 1f I ere 

differeni from yours. 

'.Jhe innebaso Indians are natives• of ,isoone1n, and about 

part of it myself, m;y inter st is 

h lf of th tribe still remain there. So tar _as we know they e~ 

. _a.bout ~ea.~639 on the e stern shore ,or Green B y ,)lfMst een cc= wlU __ r,J """' t elve or fourteen miles north of the subsequent 
ei te o.f the c1 ty or Green Bay. ~e rlinn bago believe that, 

according to their clan stories they originat 4 ther, at 

called Red Banks, 

place 

'lhis paper ie based upon the stories or the 
different clans hich I have heard and from personal intervie a 



with Winnebago having particular knowledge of the story or their 
clan, not upon knowledge of the clan organization of other tribes 

or ethnology. .'!his tribe has two exogsmic div1e1one, --the upper 

and the lower clans. 1he uppe.r clans ar , '.lhund. r-Being, commonly 

called Thunder Bird, the Ha k or ar,Ea.sle, and Pigeon.· 

clans a.re l3 ar, olf, 

Snake. 

ter Spirit, Elk, Der, Buff lo, Fish, and 

11he inneba.go do not o aim oaaoent from the animal. after hich 

th clan is named, but assert that their anoest.ora wer tr 

animals ho et at Green Eay, w 
formed 

into human ein $. Four an1mal of ch specie 

The lower 

r pre ent, and 

the older innebs.go can tell you fro hich of thee four brother• 

they descended. 

'ma.n1to. 

I 
Their s.tt1tud toward the clan animal is in now y 

d1ff rent from that to ard any other·an:lmal. 

·aey- time of the year the animal which they rea.grd a their per onal. 

Accordins to the clan etori s various clans se m to have -- been· 1nspired eimultaneou 1y ,1th the kno l., as• ot a. gr at gathering 

to be hel at th Red D a .mentioned. 
- 

Th clan< th n existing 1n 

the ap;irit would in th sp.iritu l bein oft eir can animal b san. 
to counsel together about the great m~etlll-S ot transformation, and 

c..,;t ~ h\\ v,_G L) 
eao~ species sent four of tm!ir finest;__to thi meeting, e haa been .., 
mentioned. One old man who ie of the Elk clan says "In the be inni OB 

the rinnebago e isted in the spirit world over tow rds t e settling 

of the eunJ,here a place of existence or a.bod as established for 

them by Earth- ker (the creator). 

They hunt nd eat at 

There they existed from time 
' 

unknown. until the creator spoke and a 1d to t·em • "i!Jy childr n, you 

are to live on an earth that I have created and prepar d f'or you. 

It 1e nece aary that you should reoognize one another t ere in some 

ay. You should therefore · e.1ect some animal, the animal you b t 

I ) 
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- lov , e.nd af'ter which your clan she.ill be pamed and recognized.,. So\ 

the Elk clan people consider d seriously this matter and seeing that lu1 

the Elk wae·not only a beautiful animal but clean and or good habits 
and temp rament they deoid d to select the ~lk s their clan animal ... 

From all o:f the reports on clan organization 1t 1s vident that 
J 

a lodge waa bullt, and a camp circle rvn& :formed were all had certain 

positions. This is sftown . .from the :fa.ct that ea.ch clan has a particule 
I . , 

brother or fi'iend clan upon 1m0 hey c ll.- especially in -tim or 

· ~ th,. to assist in .f'Uneral ritee • These friadd clans a peak o:f one - .,.,...,. 
another aa sitting opposite each other in the original lodg. It 

-is said that the water Spirit clan came with the specific power to hole 

the position of oh1etship in the tribe, bu'b it ao happens that hen 

th original fire was about to be started the ater Spirit clan tried 

to get the fire but tailed. Then the other clans had-a trial at 

building this fire but the Thunder cla.nemen w re the only ones bo 
I 

euoc, ed, and they therefore came in passes ion of the tribal chi f- 

ship, and have alwaps held it until recent years .. The United states 

gov~rnment now reeogniz• whQmever it chooses ae ch1 f of the tr1b, 

and the Indiana often say that the 'choioe always· falls upon those to 

whom it can moat easily dictate, and with little regard to fitness. 
The a.ter Spirit clan, however, did no-t oae its position of chief hip 

· which they still maintained, and all their names have some syllable 

which implies obie.fahip. · 

The chief," of the tribe was always seleo-ted from the Thunder clan, 

a h s been said. ne stood as th~ exponent of peace at all t1mee. 

He could not lead aw rfparty, although according to some he could .ac 

comparw such a party., tf he heard of any one of hie trib . about . o 

lead a party on the ar path, and if' he thought the leader lacked in 



... 

war P9 er an g ner l ship, the chief' would take his peace p.1pe and 
/ 

go to the loader and a k hi!n to stay his war venture. 
I 

If t e a.r 

l ader di r s rded the eouna 1 ·.or the chief and went in spit o 

it, the chief ,ould fol'low im to th first ni hl•s o pout, and ... - 
there. if he placed is pipe ediately aoroas the leader• pa h~ 

th w r lend r would . av . to · t-op and return, :for to ,1; o on would be 

sacrilege. The chi r•a lode alwa.ya stood in the o nt r 'or t e 
- 

villa e,. and it oontauied eaor d fir plao • 

The lodge was a sanctuary ~or all wrongdoers. o on could 

kill d ther J and a. pri oner of w r eac ping to it ad to be pa.red. 

1'h Thund r clan o ief l aye acted a interoe orb t n wron do r 

and their avengers. EVen in o extr 

a.n# the chi f ould a.lwa.ye a.tt 

- the life o -,;he o fender ght be par d. 

lodge in a v1ll ge. The lodg woul 

a cae 

w. a a n in its mos-t oha.racteristic develop e,it .• 

t murd r of a 

ta reconc.1l'.1ation by hich 

On the oth r hund it is 

a id ,he Ra.wk o~ ar 'olo.n also maintained lodge in th ril.1 known 

as the ar iodge. and a prisoner of war takl.ns refu e in it as 
it 

1mn d1atel,y put to death. The H :wk lodge as the ge-ner l. e ting 

pla.c for the arri-or ott-hgJl ont1re _tribe. Th Be r elan at 1ta 

origin had disciplin ry power/ and would ther rore maintain a acre 

be kno m as the sol -ier.fe 
""""' 

lodge a.nd its memb re a.a oldiers. 

The functions of this olan oonea ed ·· n the re lntion of the 

huntt general di oiplinary rights, and the duty of carrying into e feo 

the orders of th . Thun r- clan chief. At a. trib l hunt their po er 

Ibo V•,r diare @tied 

the rules laid down by the, such as· hooting too early or cutti 

up 'the captured an1ma.l out ot turn, ·could b deprived of his bow and 

ar~ow&; these would be re tor d to him pnly if he acqu1e ced in 1 
I 



puni ent. But o ould he repeat the offence, bow 0,11d -arrows 

ould be broken. . 

Th gener~l diacipl1r.ary po era were those of patrollin the 

village and pr venting disorder. 

an em.ble symbolical of his po er. 

The lead r of the clan carried 

The noar clansmen al, ys 

carried this emblem of authority h~never they. patrolled the villag 

. or w re on duty. TJ:ley would make their roundo s1ng1n an« a.t. 

their. ppron.ch ll noi oul-d immediately c ase., They xeo.ute-d all 

cap1ta.J. punishments. If th !bun er clan ehie fail din his inter- 

ces ion for a criminal. th lat er was hand~ ove to the Bear lodge ,, 

I 

for punishm nt. 

Th Elk clan, 1:tl i.s aaid, a.ct d as uohor at th or1g1n 

meeting .and wa. preordained to aot in that a pa.city through 11:te; 

but this is\r'a.ther va u • The Buffalo clan 1a aa.1d to hav 

originate~ with the . mia ion or . herald., and th1 , in its .full 

meo.nins, 11,a. a.lao become ob,sour • ~e :few ho gi:ve this 1.nt'ormat1-on 

. a,y that th BUt£a.lo lodge should al a· b placc,d near the lodge 

o:f th _chi f • ti re it report evecy morning to leo.rn his deoir a 

a.nd ear hio announcements. supposition tho.t 11th olano 

c posses ·1na som 

civilization, have mad 

is ion, but th t time, wo.r • ond conta.ot i th 

it dif€1cult to obtain full 1nformat1qn a.& 

to its exact nature is probably oorreot. All aooounte do not agree, 
. 

and some of the clans ax.-e now x~inot..,. or have been discontinued. 

~ e marrio.g relat~on as re~~ted by strict rules nd cuotoms, 

lfhioh in old n times were never violated. An uppor-clanaman mus. 

marry a omen of the lo r clan and vie v rsa. A member of an 

upper olan may s leot his 1fe f~om any of th , lo er clans. 'lhos 

' inn b&go who -0o.red to give an expla.ne.tion of thei~ exogs.t.ey' deolared 
. ' 
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that the members or the clans ot e oh olae .were closely related 

a.nd should not t.her £ore intei;-ma.rry, and these resuia.tiona r . 
pre oribe4 tor the pur-pose of producing a stronger rac , the 

r 1at1onah1p bet en upper and lower clansmen not being so clos. 

De cent is patrilineal. and a man• name generally'come from hie 

ta.ther•s clan or carri~e some syllable denoting hie father" clan 

no.me. / 
Formerly the nam we al aye that or the f ther's olan, 

but th.ts sy tem has oeen lar 1y abandoned. 
• I 

certain irregularities 

ha.v~ or pt into this· tribal oustom; thus, many 1ndiv1d~als b~ar 

es belonging to the mother.•s olan. Whenever a erso4>ore a 

n me of a clan not his father'"'& he had a atcrn l ancestor ho wae 

either a. hit . man or -a:n Indian of another tribe,. 

had of course no inn bago cla.n nam • and ooneequ ntly a name waa 

t en from the ireis clan. 

Such 1nd1v1du ls 

'!hi custom thus be un scemo to li.ave 
I 

become precedent, and many names wer thereafter taken from tho 

me.t rr~ clan.. Notwithstanding this innovation .descent is st::1.l 

r ckoned 1n th pt rnal. line. ., 

Other customs of inter. at are_~· that a married man aJ.\'1a.ys liv'e 
) 

with his· 1re•e par nts the _first· few years 1:1tter m .. rriage; h mu. t 

never o. dress his mother~in-J.n; and st ct as servant to his father- 

1n-1ar as l.on ash lives 11th him., 

'.th r l tion of a man to his maternal unol 1s pe.oul1a.r; he , 
may tak libert1e with him hich he 1s ex re sly prohibited from 

taking with his pf3,ternal. unole and al.Ult or his m ternaJ. aunt. Y t, 
' in spite of thia larg r fre ~om, there 1e particularly clo ere- 

lationship b tween them .. '.I.he n phe . must al: ,aya acb as servant 
to the uncle; on the . h is. atier e fashion,, an esquift; an 

. -~ ~ 
shotll.d th uncle :vhil~ _leader_, e slain or captur ,. the nephew 
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hould then· su.f~,er himsel.f to b lain. 

Winnebago ne.m<;1a er d riv 4 from the clan anilmlle and th ir 

eharacteristice. For ex m11 ., a ear ell neman may b named 7hi te 

B &r• and a '.lhund r olansman might be call d .. Str1 es-the-Tre" 

a ter a oharaot riotic 0£ 11 tning. :.. ry clan has 

a.re con ider d as b longing eap 1e.lly to it. 

that the clan o.ddre sed can give. 

rte.in objeota 

some'ttiatvr'a.J..istio and other invisible and immateriaJ.ist1c, hich 

rr me b r of one 

clan ske . or e:ny one of thee s cUio obj.eats belong o another, h 

never obtains 1~but receives instead th moat v lu bl pres nt 

However, it i o.ono1d rd so 

imnod at to ma.k uch a request.,,. that no elt-reapeeting Indi 

rould be lik ly to do ao: tor xe.mpl • to ask a ember of the 

Thunder olan for a brand from his fir•plao• or to sit on th tire 

logs in his housem to admire or cr1t1c1z anything in th lodge of 
r ~ 

doo oy, or to a k-water of a olf 

·ofwater Spirit clan,. 8h-0uld one sit 1n th doorway of a member ot 
the Bear olan h ould not be told to get out but the clansman ould 

apr ad a robe or some-~hin good to· a t upon and olitely ask the 

· v1e1tor to b seated th re·, and it is alway 

ho pital1ty. 

11 to ace Pt such 

11/hile the c -SllB have numerous .customs there are no cu tom or 

belie.ts d atinctive of the upper and lower clansmen. 

to tho mentioned, there ar a.racteristio ceremonies at birWt• 

t the n 1ng of a child, t dee.th. and a.t- e. burial and tuner l 
ake of a clan me ber~ 

c rne 

In addition 

In early days, w re the tribe was con- 

in fll'lY question touching land or other ee.i-thly a.tfaira, - 
th Bea..r ol.a.n would be -oonsulted before any thing definite as .......... ' 

dcne , Likewise the 'Jhunder clan would b .oonsulted in regard to 
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rlal things,_ £ro tree up; and the water Sp1r1:t clan 1n regard• 

to things of th rater.. _ 

In t is paper I can only touch briefly o i. th~ moat important 

feature. of clan organization. To f'ully xpla.in the ols.n organ 

iz tion ould requir many volume•· , . d I 111 conclude wi~h a 

d cr1pt1on of some te of the tribal au toms. 

the W1nneb go always lived in v1llage.s-. 

eoc1&1_1ntercours a& well as for :protect-ion~ and oouns l~ It 
t I 

is said tha there \ve.s a custom of oounae.lling children inoe sant-ly; 

but it no.: nearly dropped into disuse. 

In olden t_imes 

I presume th1s as tor 

'lhe ohildr n ou d be 

, oall_,,d 1n ae the ,dusk.began; for it, as bel:l ved that 11 b d thinsa 

1ent abou'b, in d~kne S; ha: ing r fer nc prinoipa.11.y to the dangere 

of fallin into teJnpts:tion, possibly _a-1.ao to wild animals.. so 

hen the young _P ople incl.uding ohildr 7 were 

cirol" e a.round the fire ple.ee aEJ fUll, the old 

11 in and the family 
>, 

and ather (as it 1 

u "4aJ.ly th oldest m mber of th lodge , ho ap aka) ould begin to 

ceune l th • Re Youl. t~ll hem how they h-Quld conduct heznselvu 

t.hrongh lUe-that they must learn to hold their tonguee~ that they 

should fast and striv to obtain Som blessing from the Gre t ip~r1; 
• 

to enabl the to protect their p ople in time of trouble, or that 

they m1ght b blessed with po r Zor good, to be br~ e and le n t~e 

way of ~he rorest, and to be ood huntsm n. And he ,rould t 11 th 

young girl 'how to order heir l ve-s for h-app1nee, o the sacred_ 

marriag sate~ and of the respono1b1l!~i a of earing childr n. 

When young p rsons as~ed 'for pec1al stor1 , the old man ould 
. ~) ' 'h- 

ave them fa.at a day :f&f' i~ or 1 erhaps requ r them get an e p _c1e.J.:br 
good f1re~log and place it in the fir. 

to impress the young mind. 

'.Il\1a as done of cours 



-9- 

Fasting ia.a enooura.g d t a.11 tim .. 

times the ol man woulo. otter a. young bo,- ood and a pi c o oharoo l 

t the ame im • Shoul _th boy re ~h out an ·a.ke t1e ood, the 

old ttie.n would puniah him an . bl ck n his tao \"/ith the charcoal and 

nd him out-. The objeot ot thi 1 to er t a. lo lY" spirit 1n 
th boy, a h y beli v the Great Spirit would not bless any on 

in a. proud atat of mind. 

oha.rco l wh n fa. t • 

It is a.id that often-· 

The ro.c is al.way blackened with: . ood 

It orten happens th t WlJ\Y ould b out 

f-a. ting· at the am tim , and it a cu to a.ry for all to ing a ong 

or a. eha, t o pra.iae,, ot- pra.y to the 

ni 

1r1ts. 

a.bout uak; Fa.sting i alvays done in oluai.on; o on quie 

n a.ll in the village i at1ll1 a·ory from th hill ot 

lov d one who perh p has. be n fasting in the diata.nc for several 

days• and whose or.eal ha been soever a ,tor due his tr ngt;h, 

hard# in aw ak and pitiful voice. 

1 always occur 

Th cry of one ee 1ng 

a bles&ing 1n , uppl.ioa.t1on to th ap1r1t \. ig?tt start anoth r in a. 

di ta.n part of h hills, and so on un il ma.ny.ar aili tog th r. 
d in t e lo.dg n t. e p~,r nt and yo er brother and 

\ 

siuters t o e heard the voi o on and broth r c lllng eakly 
~ 

~n the distance, the f ly oirol ~ould b 6~ ly mov d and th 

mother, the fir t to show her motion~ oul.d llow a il nt ar to 

r.oll down her check, d then the oiat r; and :f1 lly, unabl 

to· r strain .... hema lve- • mother and si ter would burst out I epi 

in e monotone c ar ter1 tio of' In 1 n 'I. .n. 1?:l ather ould 

bo his ead in pity for i on, for h kn w 11 the truggle d 

orrowa tha.t mu t b ndur d in · e king g.re t ble s It is 


