
Copy of a diary kept by L. ~. Bul~ ~ Co. Z0 9th Regiment, f.R.C., 
during the trip from 'Nashington to Springf ielri, with the body of 
the rssasein~ted ~r sident Lincoln 

1865 

April 21 • 

Le1't Waehington at 8 A.lL and for the first time took my p La.c e 
a e sentinel. A VtJry c o Lrt stormy •-tet 1a.y. Arriveti ~,t Baltimore 
at 8:.,o A. • A l~rge crowd i:\.'.riaited. our r et.ur-n and greeted us 
with a eplundid procession. Left at 3 F.M. At York a lA.rge 
crowd met us at the d poi and presented. s ·•1itp a large wr atl,I 
of 1·1owere. Jill the buildingEi were drFJ:red. in mou rnf ng , s nd many 
Rppropriate mottoe were spread for our gazep such as "Give honor 
to •hom honor is duej " "The Nation mou rns , 11 arid rn,~.ny more. 
Arriveti ~t Ha rr i ab u r-g ~t 8:20 P.M., -vhe re t"','0 regiments of infq,ntry 
=nd one of c av n.L ry t-i.nd two b andn met ua -"'.t Ui,, -i.e!)ot to escort t he 
-remq,ir1e to the State House. It rq,inor:l verJ ha rd }1.ll t.he t i me , arid 
we ere we t to the skin and. for Fl, time were quq,-rtered. in the Senate 
chamber. Then ent to a hotel ca.lle,i the Buchler YHouse • took 
surrpP-r - the distance being 96 m!Lles from Ba.L tirnore to Ha rriR b u rg , 
Left Harrisburg at ll :15. Nothing of importance oc c u red , only n.t 
Lanoas~etr n. very larg crowd had aa aemb Le d , out ha rd Ly a man 
appeared. Arrived Rt Ph i.La d e Lph f 1=t. at 9: 20 arid put up 13.t the 
Contimmtn.1 Ho t e l , the dh:ta.nce 'o e Lng 108 miles. 

April 23 • 

Sunday - nll uproar. Phil1-viel phi/'\ is turnine;out a. l r-i.rge number 
of pe o pl.e , i.in.1ie a. 1all on ]3. Gihf3on and f:lmily, who received me 
v~ry kindly. Took a stiloll az-ound town. Had A. very pleasant 
time. 

AprHi 24 - 

Arose at 12 ~n~ after a long march started for New Jersey. 
Arrived at Jersey City ~t 10. A choir await3rl us ::i.t the deoot 
·vi th ;i ne au t Lf'u I pier.;e of mu ei c , I wa s left ·Ni th four othet's · 
to guarri the care, v:1hile the rest ,,:en t 011 over the river. 'l'he 
weather wFt,e very fine, Md the shops being closed left q very 
sad appearance, and the crepe displR.yed ehow dhow rt.eep.ly the 
citizer.rs of tha.t to,vn felt th. loss o~f their chieltR.in. 'l'h~ 
distance being 106 miles. Croeec-i the river A.t 6 P .Mo nnd ~t 
ten o'clock •·,ent l'\fte r some suryper . hi ch \-re f oun,i at R. Dutch 
Hotel 1•,hich n~ri.ad perfumery to allow a man to bre~the. 

April 25 • 

A plen,a~nt morning out I run very tireri ae have b.m on guard all 
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night. I· am eager to get rn10.y :froro this place. At 10 minutes 
past 4 e e et~rtHd enroute for Alba,ny. At Yonker about 40 young 
ladies alJ,. dressed in whi ta awaited u.ee. who being surrounded with 
the reii whi t o a nd blue Wets the rnost bea.atiful thing I ev e r saw. 
At ,-!rest ;?oint the t r o oja turned out in r'o ro e to welcome us with 
drums and cannon .l'l.nd ~ nda . Arrived A.t Albany at J.l :10. A 
hearse w~s w~iting and a lRrge crowd. We preceeded to the Capital 
and n,t l o'clock left to take lortgings r,t the Donoviu1 House .. 
Fourl!l tftt m very goo r\. 

April 26 • 

Weather vra rm , Took a stroll ar ound town. At 1 6t'c1ock we marc he d 
to the State Beuse where we r'o rme d in p ro ae ea Lo n over the prin 
ciple streets o-f the city. The ne a.rae '1Jf.i.S drawn by four gray · 
no rae e , The streets. were crowded and many sympA.thetic feelings 
w·ere die-pli:tyed. At 8: 30 :ve took the train for Buffnlo •. All 
along the r cut e g r-e at SA.d1n.eee prevailed and many t.ea rs were 
ehed. At St. Johnsville 36 young ladiae ~russed in white m~de 
a grRnd appeRrance. At He~kimer and Rll the other stations due 
order wi:i.s ke o t , Minute guns were fired8 an1 bells :7tP'e t.ol_led, 
Arrive1 at Buff~lo at ?:10. 

April 27 - 

Q,uite ~ l"irge crowd a.waited us an1·,,ve took breakfR,st at the 
depot. 'l'hen TTJfl.rched to the St?-.te House. 1Ve left the body at the 
State House and went and pu.t up cl.t a Ho t e L c a Ll ed the l'v1~11sion 
House. Went to bed arvi at 6 were called to supper Rnd A.t 10 :19 
starteii, for Cleveland. Great attention was pad d uy all ·p(:jople 
on our ro ad , :-Jnci HJA.ny ~ tear w:=i.s shed as the h e a rae passed by. 
A young l:1.dy dressed in fl. robe of, red white and blue waving ci. 
f.L8,g c aue e d many a remark by those wio saw it. 

April 28 • 

At ?;3-0 we arrived at Cleveland, where a. splendid procession 
ma.ited us. ]A:-.=t.rchi.ng to a ola.ce prepared for the reception of 
the remains we l e it the s ame , A.n<:l i,.r nt to the 'U .ndcll House where 
we r ece Iv ed a snlenrii'i nreakfast 11nri thon retirei:t to a room which 
was very neatly furnished. l.eft Cleveland at 12 M • .for Columoua 
Ohio. 

Ap r.il 29 ... 

Arrived at Columbus 13,t 1:30. Street:;· very muddy. After P, ohort 
mArch left the remRins Rt the State Capitol Md went toa Hotel 
CRlled the Weel House, took ,unner,0 anrl then A stroll down town •. 
Many °'h~nges hqve ti:i.ken -pln.ce s~nce:: I wa.Fl her~? before. Nev, build• 
,inga h~e been erected on eve.fly str,1et. The hef-Lrse WA.S drff,"1n by 



six gray horsee. Left Columbus at 10~10. Arrived at Indianapolis 
at ?:l9o 

April 30 • 

Wea.the r very wet and disAgreea.tle. Q,ui te a laige a rowd had ass em 
bled ne,verthele-ss standing in the storm. The hearse was drawn by 
six gray horses. Left Indianap lie at 12 M. At Michigan City 
stopped for breakfast and the table was spread with all tmt one 
c oul•i wish for. 

May l - 

Arrived at Chicago A.t 12 M. Founr.l a very large crowd awaiting 
our arrival. A very beautiful hearse was in waiting covered by 
an arch of c.<anvas and flags - the most beautiful thing of the 
kind I ever ·saw. A oung lR-dy c~ for,,ard 1reseed in white 
and cover d the coffin with flowers. The hearse was drawn by 
ten black horses. We left the coffin at the State House and 
returned to the Tremont Hotel; h~d a epl en1i'1 1inne~ ~ the 
dist,mce being 208 mile • A very l,:i,rge crowd but everything 
is still. 

Mny 2 • 

A very pleasant day. The streete a re still c.aTD~ded to over 
flowing by p ople eager to get a glimpse of him ho so short a 
time ago was the pride of our nation. Took a stroll around 
to1m. Was quite amused to see how blocks of buildings were 
raised. Found Westly Tinieley of whom I had not heard. in some 
months. Left Chicago for Springfield a. wru cn place we arrived 
at 9. 

May 3 • 

On the Wr:\Y near Bloomington a yound la,dy was found d ad • sup. 
posed t,o have b. en killed bytihe pilot engine. Sprin field is 
a very pretty country to n situA.ted near the railrow.ts and in 
time will be a large place. A crown awaited our arrival. A 
splendid heA.rse d•awn by six .lblack ho rsee stood at the depot o 
We marched ar.ound several aqua.res and to the Court House and 
then put up at a Hotel calleEd the Chenery House. Afternoon we 
visited the President•~ former residence and also the place 
purchased for him. 


