NEBRASKA STATE
Copy STORICAL SOCIETY

Trenton, Nebraii'h;
March 25, 19260

Mr. A, &4 Sheldon,

5

Dear Sir:

I received your latter t‘nis{ Ae Ms and returning with a rough ihtch of
the valley and battlefleld, for it must have been a ﬁattlafield or why the pits?

It is hard now to estimate the mumber of the pits as you will remember if
you went over the groumd as it is very sandy and some ¢f them have been filled
up by early homesteaders in order to cut hay over them, there is alse a heavy
growth of bucsk-brush there now,

Since 1 wrote the letter of the 19th to you I was talking to a Mr, W, O
Finck now of Trentom who as a cowboy rode over all of this coumtry. Mr. Finck
t2olls me that in 1873 he rode over these rifle pits and that thay were not
yot entirely grassed over, WHis recollection of the battle as he had heard
it told was that a party of soldiers were enroute from Ft. Wallace, Kansas
to Pt. Robinson Nebraska and were attacked and dug im and either defeated
the Indians or were ruéued by reinforcements from Ft, Mcpherson,

I dug in ome of the pits and unearthed what looked like a very broad rid
but was informed that it was ome of the large flat bones of a buffale hump, It
crumbled up whon hamdled much. I will try and obtain some of the 0ld shells that
have been dug up and send them to you, they were all rim-fire large caliber
supposedly for the old Spencer Carbine.

On the north side of the river there is an old embankment In the shape of
a rectangle about 30 x 40 feet that is #%ill very plain to see. I thought
that this might possibly have been used for horses as the wall are still about
2% foot high,

I would be very well pleased if you could find the exact date etec., of
tnis battle, amd in the meantime will try to find more about it myself., Will

gladly answer any gquestions that you may wish to ask concerning this matter

Yours truly, Art Carmody.







Phone IO0I CFFICE OF ' 22, Sterns Buiiding
MAJOR MANIS MC GURRIN QUINCY,ILLINOIS.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELER.
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Mr. Art Carmody,

Dear Sir:
The writer is an old Frontiersmen, Buffealo Hunter Trapper, and Indien

Wer Veteran, having served in the U.S.Cavalry from I888 to 1906, during
some of the Indian Campaigns conducted in the States of Mondena, Wyoming,
and the two Dekotas. I also had service in U.S.Army during Spanish- Amer-
ican War, Philippine Insurrection, Mexican Border trouble, and as lMajorof
of Cavelry in French Army in France during World's War,I9I6-I9IQ.

I was born in Montana in I86I, moved to Omaha, Nebraska in I869, I
had the pleaéure of meeting personally & number of the early Frontiersmen
of this period, amongst whom are Doc. W.F. Carver, Maj. Frank North, Capt.
Luther R. North, Tom Rivington, Deadwood Dick ( Richard W. Clarke, Diamond
Dick ( Richerd J. Tanner) Bony REernst, and a host of others of this type.

After the settleted condition of the west I studied Law and prat-
cied this srofession for many years in Miles City, Montana. I have recently
moved to Quiney, Illinols where I am doing Law work .

I have teken the notion to write up the Biographies of some of the
most noted Frontiersmen, Buffalo Hunters, & ®Bts. with whom I came in con-
tact with personally. I have a letter from Hon. Bayard H. Peine, Judge of
the Supreme Court of Nebraska, whose office is et Lincoln, Nebraska.

The Judge informs me that you were very well acquainted with the late
Doc. Carver and is able to give me some true facts pertaining to his life.
Yhere was he born? What year? Where did he first Scout during Indian Wars?
When did he arrive in Nebraskea? Where d4id he first live in Nebraska?

Where did he have his camp when Buffalo Hunting & Trapping? What year did
he first esteblish his Camp? Name as many names of the men who were with
him in Hunting & Trapping business. When did he first merry? What was his
wife's maiden name?WX When was his daughter Senora born? When and where
was Lenora his pdunger daughter born?Did he have any other children, if so
please give me their nemes, boys or girls?Where and when end-wh&#&* did he
die and where is he buried?

Now my dear sir I am very anxious to complete my biography on this
my ideal Frontiersman, and I wish you would add any other information you
can to your letter to me pertaining to the life of Doc. Carver.

I eam inclosing stamp and self addressed envelope whieh you will
please use for reply.

I sincerely thank you for an early letter ,

TWA Sincerely Yours

Maj. Menis McGurrin( Montana Mack,22, Sterns Building, Quincy, I11.
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Lrenton, Nebr., "
February 17, 1934

A S
Mr. A. E. Sheldon, AET
Lincoln, Nebr,
Dear Sir:

The enclosed clipping is self-explanatory and will give
you an idea of what we are doing outhhre.

I have had some correspondence with Capt. Lute North re-
lative to the battleground just west of Trenton, but he could
give me no information.

The War Department records show that the Pawnee Scouts,
Go. A, under Capt. C. E. Morse had a fight with hostile In-
dians on July 30, 1868, somewhere on the Republican River, and
on July 30, 1868, the Pawnee Scouts, Co. B, commanded by Capt.
Fred Mathews, had a fight on the Republican -- fighting Cheyennes,
Sioux, and Arspahoes. No official reports of these engagements
have been located yet, and no further information is avsilable
at this time,

I shall sopreciate anything that you can find out about
these fights, as the Southwestern Nébraska Historical Society
wishes to mark this battle site when more information has been
secured,

Mr. W. D. Otis of Trenton, Mr. D. F. Nelswanger of Cambridge
and the suthor made a trip fo Beaver City and gollinger, Nebr.,
in search of the Buck surveying Party massacre site. We located
the spot where the wagons wag burned just 1/4 mile south of
Hollinger, on the south bank of Beaver Creek. 0ld gettlers
told of ropes being tied to the trees =-- the Indians cut the

horses loose and burned the wagons., 8Settlers used to go theree




2 Carmody 2/17/34

to get bolts, etc.

Captain or Golonel Buck was killed sbout four miles south-
gast of #Where the wagons were burned., Most of the men jumped
on horses and were killed at some distance from the camp.

A family named pPowde (Powder?) found Buck'!s cap and ball
pistol ( 7 (some undecipherable word) on gt) -- and his stirrups
were found, also a thigh bnne supposedly his were found in a plum
thicket, (If true, probably crawled there while wounded, died,
and was devoured by wolves,)

Mr, C. W. Wallace of Hastings, who was raised near this
place, has been trying for several yecars to have the govern-
ment erect a monument where Buck's remains were found,

The S. W. Nebr, Historical Society plans to erect a marker
where the wagons were burned, and, I suppose, (ung%pherable)
the men were killed.

I thoroughly enjoyed the last number of the magazine, parti-

cularly Ceptain Cook!s article on 0glalla. More power to his pen.
Very truly yours,

Art Carmody.
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Columbus, Nebraska,
March 24, 1934,

Mr, Jo. D. Whitmore,
Omaha , Nebracksa,

Dear Sir;

Yours of the 23rd just received. I do not know when the
firet chipment of cattle was made from Ogallala., Your letter says
the records chow the road wa- finished and first train out from
Ogallala April 1868. I think this should be 1867 as my company of
Pawnee Scouts reaehed the end of the track April 1867 and the next
morning a War Party of Sioux attacked a grading camp Jjust west
of where Ogallala is now and we got out after them and recaptured
the mules they had stolen over near Ash Hollow. But this has nothing
to do with your questions,

The railroad was finished as far west as Cheyenne in 1867,
I don't remember of any cattle driven to Ogallala in the '60's, but
they may have been. There was a herd of three thousand head that
passed through just west of here (Columbus) in 1869 for the Spotted
Tail Agency on the Missouri River but of course they were not shipped
anywhere, We patrolled the line of the UP the’/years of 1867-1868-
1869-1870, and I don't remember any shipments of Texas cattle in those
years. The fall of 1870 my brother and myself with a company of our
Scouts went'on a buffalo hunt just across the river south of Ogallals,
There was quite a number of U.,P. employees with us - A Mr, Shanklin,
Division Supt., Bill Woodruff, Conductor Con Groner, Engineer, and
others whose names I have forgotten. The Valley south of the Platte
was covered with Buffalo so there couldn't have been many cattle
there at that time. :

I would be glad to have you camé to see me at any time and
will give you any information I can,

Sincerely.

L. He Northe
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Mr. Art Carmody, .
Trenton, Nebraska

Dear Mr. Carmody:

Answering your request regarding two
books, I send you this information:

VMY LIFE ON THE RANGE by John Clay

was published by R. R. Donnelley & Sons, Lakeside Press,
Chicago in 1924, Our copy does not show its price.

HISTORIC SKETCHES OF THE CATTLE TRADE
by Joseph Mc Coy

is a reprint by the Rare Book Shop, Washington, D. C, in
1932, end the price is $7.50.

Sincerely yours,

)Pt
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ART CARMODY
Licensed Real Estate Dealer
Tronton, Webraska

D!‘o A. Be Sheldon
Lincoln, Nebrs

Dear Sir:

I visited Beccher's Island the othoer day and took & few smapshots which
I em enclosing = legend is on the back of eache I am enclosing & piecture of the
nomment taicen before the flood of 1936« The shaft of the momument is missing,
must have been buried in the quicksand as they haven't been able to find ite The
ghaft of the present monument is a wooden one and is set on a new concrete baseoe

Prior to the flood the chrnnel reun on the north side of the island or rather
what used to be an island for it had joined the mainland years egoe Now the main
chammel is south of the old island erd the appearance of the latter is greaily
changede

I presume that later another shafit will be placed on the old base and the tem-~
porary wood monument removede

The inscription on the base removed from the river gives the number of dead
Indiens as seventy-fivee Indians® own story places their lost at nime("Fighting
Cheyenne" « Ge Be CGrimmell)e Nost of the accounts that I have read the number
killed by Forsyth scouts varioes from twenty-five ito fifty or sixtye Evorett Dick's
late book sets the number at 7«8 hundred - more Indians thaa there were in the
battlee

The grave maricers were of course washed awvay and buried in the sands - for I
saw none of them on the banke The Indians returned to the scene of the battle and
removed most of the bodies after the fight was overs

Lieute Joimson reported that he visited the scene of the battle in Dece '68
and found the body of one of the scouts, but Lieute Beecher's and Dr. Moenmgraves® (?)
graves were emptye (Indian Fights and Fighters, page 112)
Yours truly,

(signed) Art Carmody







UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

REGION TWO
ADDRESS REPLY TO

- R OMAHA, NEBRASKA
TONAL DlRECTOR, k GIO '
e NATIONAL PARK SERVIC! )

December 28, 1948,

Senator Arthur Cermody,

Trenton, Nebraska,
My dear Senator Carmody:

Historian Merrill J, Mattes has informed us of his conversation with you
in Lincoln recently concerning historical features involved in the proposed

Culbertson Reservoir area, and our attention is now called to your letter of
December 22, to Mr. Mattes, giving data found in Heitman's Historical Register.

We enclose a copy of a "Reconnaissance Topography" map showing the out-
line of the Culbertson Reservoir area, and we are wondering if you would indi-
cate on this map the exact location of the old rifle pits and other historiecal
features you are acquainted with, returning the map to us at your convenience.
Be sure to let us know of any features of interest, historical, archeological,
paleontological, or otherwise, which to your knowledge will be effected by the
future reservoir, as shown on the map. Is it possible that there are any old
homestead structures in this area, similar to the Allen homestead cabin op-
posite the mouth of Lime Creek in the Medicine Creek Reservoir area? We note
that the reservoir at maximum pool level impinges upon Stratton. Possibly
there is something here of interest likewise. It may be next spring before
Mr. Mattes can visit the area personally, but we will want to incorporate
any known historical data in the report, which will be due shortlye.

We are in possession of a photostat copy of a map in the National Archives
(Records of the War Department, Office of the Chief of Engineers) entitled
"Outline Map Indicating Lines of March of Scouting Parties in Department of
the Platte in 1868 and 1869." No battle action is shown in the vicinity of
the reservoir area, that is, west of the mouth of Frenchman's Creek, although
there was apparently considerable marching and counter-marching of troops in
this neighborhood. There were apparently several engagements with hostile
Indiens in a radius of 200 miles. Knowing of your interest in the early
history of this region, we are arranging to have a photostat copy made of
that section of the map embracing the Republican River Valley, which will be
sent to you soon under separate cover. You may retain this historical map
for your personal information.

Singsrely yours,

G Ho e

Russell L« McKown,
Acting Chief Recreation Planner,

3

Enclosure: Map of Culbertson Reservoir aree.




UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

RESION  TWO OFFICE '
FEDERAL BLDG.. OMARA2; NEBR: —
OFFICIAL BUSINESS

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO A
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, §300

Senator Arthur Carmody,

Trenton, Nebraska.
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Invoice No. 9717
1830 Walker Avenue Jan. 31, 1957
KANSAS CITY 4, KANSAS

SOLD TO

I'he Hon. 'rthur Carmody
. 0. Box 217
Trenton, Nebraska

Your ofder of Jan. 28th

Cat. 219. Item 208.

Sheridan, P. H.
Personal lemoirs of. 2 vols. 1lst Bd. N. Y. 1888 4,00

Fd. ck.

Thank you
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ers utomatic Locking Patented Coal Chutes Structural Steel for Buildings Reinforcing Rods for Concrete
sh Pit Covers and Ash Pit Doors Arez Grates, Both Cast and Steel Sidewalk Doors

Everything in the Metal Line

C. G. WALLACE

Steel Pipes for Columns

Manufacturer and Jobber DAL Eeye $uh W oD
Safe and Vault Doors
SUCCESSOR TO Coal Hole Covers Sewer Covers

HASTINGS FOUNDRY AND IRON WORKS
HASTINGS, NEBRASKA
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C. G. WALLACE

SUEBCESSOR TO

HASTINGS FOUNDRY AND IRON WORKS -
HASTINGS, NEBRASKA —
"-'—'M_ d

MANUFACTURER AND JOBBER OF

QUEEN CITY AND LIBERTY COAL CHUTES, COAL HOLE COVERS,
CISTERN AND METER COVERS, MAN HOLE COVERS, VAULT
DOORS, BUILDERS'™ STEEL AND ELEVATOR EQUIPMENT
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There’s
Bunied Treasune
IN NEBRASKA

An abundance of Water for
Irrigation and Industry &

There’s

Mighty Good Lising
IN HASTINGS

A Growing City! Friendly Folks
in the Heart of the Nation.

Three of the Largest Tarbine Pamp Manufactarers in the U.S. Are Located in llastmgs Nebraska
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April 8, 1958 :

Mr. Art Qarmody
Trenton, Nebraska 2

Dear Hr, Carmody:
Your good letter of April 5 1lc at hand,

As of yet I have located no definite information on
the old stockade. ilowever, the surveyor's map of the
region made in August, 1871, indicates an "old Indian camp"
about one and one half miles {(in a straight line) east of
the wouth of the Medicine. Mr. Kivett tells me that the
Pawnees built horse corralls from logs set upright in the
ground. These corralls would resemble a stockade to some
extent., The old stockade wmay have been an old corrall,

The area is near the Sky Chief Spring east of Cambridge
whichy Gus tells, me was a favorite site for the Indians. The
only thing that troubles me with this theory is that North
called it a stockade not a corrall and that Horth was

well verse® in Indian ways.

I have writtem to Mr, i 1li Simon as you suggest,

I have read Mr, Shelley's letter and would like to
keep it a few weeks.

May we borrow the map of Carr'’s and Duncan's routes in
18697 Perhaps it would be suitable for an illustration
for the article.

Thanks for your interest. .

Sincerely yours,

Donald F, Danker -
Archivist .

DD 2J0
1




ARTHUR CARMODY
Shabe 8% istry
Hitchcock, Hayes, Dundy,
Perkins and Chase Counties
Trenton, Nebraska

COMMITTEES

Chairman—Budget
Member—Legislative Council

Trenton,Nebr,
July 7th,1958

Dr .Donald F.Danker
Lincoln,Nebr.

Dear friend Don:

Heve read with much interest your North Journal.It clear
e up things a bit in regerd to the Porcupine Creek you wrote me about.

The Blg Timbers of the Republican extended from the
west edge of Trenton,to the mouth of the present Maddy Creek Just west
of Stratton,-about 12 miles,They were large o0ld cottonwoods.They were
the only trees on the river when my father came here in 1884.,A few of
them are left,but the vast majority were clezred out when the lake was
created here by the Trenton Dam.The bake 1s almost in the middle of
the old Big Timber area.

From Trenton to Benkelman by the old valley road was
thirty miles.Benkelman 1s just west of the spot where the ol& fork
of the Republicen wag.Possibly about one mile.The present junction of
the two rivers 1is fathaerwest,due to the big fldod of 1935.North said
that they were camped in the Big Timbers then they "marched 12% miles
pacsged our o0ld camp on Porcupine and came up six miles and camped on
little creek emptying into Republican"--"This morn we moved-- having
merched 12 miles"This would place their Porcupine camp about 18 miles
below the Forke on the north side of the river.This must be the
Muddy 6r. at Stratton,and the Big Timbers camp six miles below would
now be covered by the lake,and must have been on what we called the
Macklin Cr.(called Spring Cr.in 1872 when country was suryeyed)

From all accounts the stockede must have been built in
the sixties,or poseibly in the late fifties.Tibbles was not that far
vest was he?l located him with the hunting party in the Rep.City area.

How about thle thesgis of James T.King?Thie might be a
good one to have in the meagazine.l wonder if I could get a copy of it
to look over?

This 1s an interesting country out here.You must get
out this way and look 1t over.l will be glad to act as a guide,

Say,before 1 forget it.I never 414 get the Shelley
letter back.Keep a copy of it if you wish,but I would llke to get
the original back.Shelley 1s very rellable.l have a flle of his
letters on early day havppenings on the Medicine,

ez

//'
s




July 8, 1958

Mr., Arthur:Carmody
Trenton, N 41421

Dear Mr, Carmody:

. Enclosed is the thesis of James [King, He has sub-
mitted it for possible publication in the magazine and
Dr. Aeschbacher informs me that after a few revisions
he thinks that he will accept it. Dr, Aeschbacher will
need this copy returned when you are finished with it,
but I don't think that there is any hurry.

When we received the map from the National Archives,
I noted that there was a Big Timbers Creek listed on it.
I am not certain now that North did not have this creek
in mind when he mentioned Big Tinmbers.
I will send the fine Shelley letter to you in a
few days. We have not gotten around to making a copy
of it, but we will do so at once,

Sincerely yours,

Donald P, Danker
Archivist

DFD:sld

Enclosure
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Creek.Some of the early day settlers of that erea(in Kensas-abput
1879)opened a grave on & 1ittle hill on the west bank of the creek,
end dug up a soldier,who had vrobably been turied some 10-15

yeaers.I think thet they reburied the remaine,which no doubt ere
st111 there.l have seen the snot,but did not examine 1t closely.E.C,
Sutton 1s cuite familier with thst part of the country.

Sincerely,

- .

-



July 14, 1958

Mr. krthurnggggdx_*.

Trenton
- Nebraska

Dear Mr., Carmody:

‘fhe King thesis arrived.%fzt Friday. The Journals of
the Merch are not, to my know ge available in any form
other than microfilm. Dr. Olson acquired the film for the
Society when he went to Washington geveral years ago to do
research on Red Cloud, The material which I used in
editing the diary is found by the following designations.
EAS~-68-Roll 3, NARS RG 98, Records of U. S. Army Commands,
Selected Documents, Hg., Dept. of the Platte, Letters )
Received, 1867-1869,

NAS-68, Roll 4, Continuation of Letters Received,
'1867~1869, from Roll 3. NARSeRG 98, Records of U. 8.
Army Commands, Selected Documents, Hge, Dept. of the Platie,
Letters sent April 2, 1866-0ct.30, 1877; Telegrams sent
1867-18683 Telegrams received 1866187k,

1 expect that you could obtain a microfilm of this
from the National Archives or that we could have & positive
copy made for you from our film which is a negative. If
you are interested in the latvter, let me know and I will
find out what it will coste®

Very sincerely yours,”

Donald F. Danker
Archivist

D¥EDsbp




Nebraska State Legislature

ARTHUR CARMODY COMMITTEES

Chairman—Budget

Hitchcock, Hayes, Dundy, Member—Legisiative Council

Perkins and Chase Counties
Trenton, Nebraska

Trenton,Nebr.
Apr.2let,1959

Dear Dons

Just a note to tell you that the name of the book I told you
about is " Building a New Empire"by Nethaniel Ayers.Published by the
Broadway Publishing Co.N.Y.C. in 1910. ‘

- The author dedicated the book to the Nebraska State Historlceal
Soclety,so we should have a copy hidden away some place.

Sincerely,




Mz, ﬁrthurzc-tugdx _

Trenton
Hebraaka

Deer Hr. Carnody:

Than' you for the note about Building # New Enpire

hy Avers. We have the book and since your letter I
have read par.s of it with interest. Ayers had quite
a sense of humor as well as recording some interesting
history.

Sincerely yours,

Donald F. Danker
Archivist
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By all odds . . . the yfzmt‘eatvm anw Scvguns even pablisted!

THE LIFETIME EXPERIENCES OF A PIONEER
. . . WORLD’S TOP AUTHORITY ON SIXGUNS

Beautifully illustrated e Over 400 striking halftones
Handsomely printed and bound ¢ Full color frontispiece
Giant size

Other Current Books by the Author

SHOTGUNS BY KEITH
BIG GAME RIFLES AND CARTRIDGES

SIXGUNS BY KEITH

The Standard Reference Work
o @

IT is now more than fifty years since Elmer Keith developed
a keen interest in handguns. His boyhood mentors were Indian
fighters, vigilantes, lawmen and gun fighters of a passing frontier.
As the decades became a part of the past, Elmer Keith was recog-
nized as a great shot on the range and in the field, and the leading
pistol and revolver authority in the land. Extensive experiments
were conducted in arms design and with ammunition. His bullets
and loads, the result of these efforts, are in common use today.

Many friends, not the least of whom is Judge Don Martin of
Salmon, Idaho, have prevailed upon Elmer Keith to produce a
major opus incorporating his experiences, his findings and his
recommendations and instructions. SIXGUNS 1s the answer to
this demand.

Centents cw Brief

History of the Sixgun
Selecting the Handgun
Learning to Shoot

Sixgun Sights

Long Range Shooting

Quick Draw and Hip Shooting
Aerial and Trick Shooting

A Bullet Chapter

Selection of Gun Cartridges
Cartridge Reloading

Slip Shooting, Fanning, Cavalry Guns

Revolver Versus Auto Pistol

Game Shooting

Double Action Shooting

Gun Rigs and Holsters

Gun Fighting -

Repairs, Remodeling, Resighting

Loading and Management of Cap and
Ball Sixguns

Ornamentation

Care and Cleaning




Some of
Over 400

Photographs

GREATLY
REDUCED

ORDER FORM

ELMER KEITH
Salmon, Idaho

IRIEASERsEnal Ny A leat. s 7 copy (ies), of Library Edition SIXGUNS at $10.00
each.

RlEATeSran s At copy(ies) of Limited, De Luxe Edition at $17.50
s PLEASE PRINT
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[] Check Enclosed
[] Charge My Account
EER0OD:

NOTE: Limited, de luxe edition is bound in genuine leather, gold stamped and
edged, numbered and autographed by Mr. Keith.
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