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~ , ,. ~-:.c: , ... ,.:_.:. .. :/:~.••.:,·_,.·"'··;\{._,_,."' .. .--._.·/. .. .. !" .. :_~-. . .• ·:· _;:, .- .. : :,, t>/.~-~ J,:~--~.:r-.-,<::-_. -· ~·, :Ji{}:-:;~- '.' ·. ',.?1t,.·~· ·: \\/\"',··.;.- f ·r ·-·f· __ '..";' r • f:'. ··:_./. ~.,.l /-,·~~-::,i~t\4. :-"•" _.;•·~:·;~{rt~;; ,'c·.,,,,,.v: ,rt'·_ >,+f· i»: '•,rt::(( ·:'..\. ·.t _,•.} -_:; ' ~~K-. ··u~ . JoV~.;; ··;,,;'::it::::~:.\t:'_f~ 
(.i.·:_~~~:[.~~-}- ·. :,.~~~~N~~ som,~j~~~ ·:f~r/~-~~ ~o .. gat youx-· :t•~"th ?1~ .. ;;;,-&\,{~:(~('(]$~f-'i-'\!" _ 

,(Jts}our old 'f'rit!nd'i :·~harl&-$ ,Cormack.: wh~c.-claimttd t~ have - been. a . '--(~- ;.,,/ 
-:_·/-~t .. /\ :!Sc,~ut ~~th Fo~sy,t~ ,in <Beec~~r Island fight..,~ All ;lraverfLocateds :;,Ji~·-::,~ ;t /:/:·1.i · J:t~- was' pretty. :.muh o:f --~---~a~a •.. altho without' ,.doubt~:-was_blacksmithlng..:~-::~t\ ·· 
;J,i":it_;;c}. :·: <:at Ft· •~aUaee .r- ~ay -roiv_e.. w•nt with Kldders.· f~ther ti~e; the snlli tary.S,.-~ftf :: "' 
,,:~:. :': ,, . ·1.Bent,Dit.1'Bi!.ech1:r:t,·o 'req,9ver bodies of the;.Kidde-r.\group{{\}-\-f:i:~:;•<7 .·,-.·,t-:;;::;:;; '\/t.:" 
\·~"'i{~:,,_·, -·::_:,-Why send· a .~rvui~n? '·.r :E:"udent"Ly he. ~s u_~er ~dfTeC.t ·r~{lie ·;",,<·:-~-:·v;~~ .'' . .. '·. :t~s~-. ;-; '.:_Chai:les Coru:i_aolc •••. Caim~. t'-1. have ra~ei.ved pensz.cn tor activity: . }· · 
,)if--). )t~e~~-6 in, a.ivU war,>_Pi\~ C±11iiraa. he ~rt.ur.der a._~s':6m~~ nam&::;..,~:~/-~'. 
-~l . .:, .. ., . avp.~.d cap_'tur,.,s.by, ~i~-. pnren .. s, wno,¥ra~"ed_him, t~.:~~t'.u-n ho~e~.,;,,r.::C'.,.,./ :~"§:..,~:· '••••"~... \.'/:',';:.!l ,• •• ~--• 1 ... ~, •I ••, ,.,,• ,' •~•;••.•,•' • • '•, • • -~•,:,•·:•:,'. '•':~_•.,- h •--,,;.~•.•~-•-: , ~--~:•• •:ri,~,..,, ... ~~ ... :~· ... ~ .. >:' ~//' :-:r,. Jte:f".CJ.a.l1ns he,: ·~i-. -Wi th->Eorsyth .under- a.ss.~~ed r,_ame.~--_';Yi;lly assumed}:'ii .. ' 
11f;)\::.'f ,:/;JipS'? . :_- /'. ; ·, •f:,: , :'.t:/,1'1' 1 :: ;: .; : . . -~ : ':. :_z;;/' >:::. _;.:;:~~~~, :~p1~--~ .: :;:{·y.-::~ . . -~"):: 
;\i,.~:::.'.' - --;y .,/L{:_- _',\ ;- ·; Alrignt. I· 'j-us:t~ rec·eived a ;:O _; page history··:~-! Cor~ ;fwritt 
)ft ft. -:~Y a:: t;ra.ndson~ '.. rro:t.t~ing- specific except sayir..g h~- :was a paI•,:w1·th>·~~ 
l~~j:; ·i::.\:aj3u_ff'a:l,o Bill,' -with. Custer• Custer even .requested Cormack· to-· 'join/.~~ 
ff; }fi/i~-~·i,- {.as. at:~c out . at·',: Littl.f:.·~Bi.g Horn. but C ,'>rmack reac heci~/-;'.i:hat- :site :: : . - \i·jj;:.·. ;~~fp::•'ii-~-"~(~at3':l~t-~_- ~-~~; :-1''~~ ·,.a.(_.·~s,uvi v9r. of Reir:\o • s!•; ~~t t~:tr..,_~9:m:;-:~e ·-~f~~\~•-~W..~f 
i,t/,t·,{L~ · !r~i~Jy.ro:11_-_·says". 1;hat Charles- Ccrina1;h -was atiBeeehers?Island·'.under--·ttiS 
~/·~;\'". · bam •": ~t. A.~.;.E~T~,•/•·,,:dnama .of. his grand.mot!1er) :;rand: as~"'proo:f.,- ,-:.,,;t\ 
ii;.;;:\'-./•.,.-~ ol/aim_.fihe: na11e. l.~ on- :tte.-. old irtonument. 1t .. You ,.~-'low ·1. t: •nsnt..· ·~;. so • •:,•-::.:~::, _ .. · . 
i..•~•-··, M... d ·...-1 ·\... t· +h· · • · ·, .. ,.,, E· EUT<•rn,;,n l • d · t b · · • ·11 d ??? .·· - .. .., .. '.• '.ff:p\ , : o ·.1.£-.~..,u · r ~re~, l.Sl ti·· :f.A - . _ ~J. iln.«.. _. c aime 0: "··• e · m1.sspe,. e . : - :-li.~i;_ · > 
tA.: " .. ,_,,':·;~The .. ~~ory ~oea._:that he/very oI'tem toon: cld.'t)uf:talo · hun-t;erst:_<lfficers.-·:;/?}':. :: 
1:1;._ '.:< .. _·, and_'•;~~i&r.~ ·.:t~;;;t~e.':ba,t~esite1: te~ling t~ent th~ heroic'\·story;..:L--. '..'.·rt:•:·-l:;'J) / .: ~~>-. ·'c .,, BUT~,. inso_:nu~-""~s. r eve;r..,.,iear~ed, -l. t v:as impossible to .get Cormack. to - _;:: . >:- · · ;ti ,\-,. ,_'go\ thare at :art~r reuni.on.,. 'iiilliams. and others have-_ told - m~"Tt was_/):{:( ... - 
"r.:>-.'."· ·,-:·. ·,•,,i.,...,;._;.;. ·-ssP,1 e /to- +...-.ka. Ci,-.,r-.... ...... Once th ... ,r ·to""k hi· m to ·., ""ome ~ite--j.n·"··-'·'~-;~:-·~- · ··· .. ,;.. . .. ,: ..... -.., 116t.iiV· -""'- vr.--:-•- _,,. 11~'4,,Ag ~..;,, ..., "· . . . c;, . ~ . ~ . ..,_,~_,_:- ..... 

:1~:·;._,,;~(;;, >:soll.th'east Cclora(J.o; ~as ·an excuse.,. but ended at Beech-er Island._ R union,:-:~- .. ·' 
i.:f' ),}::.' ., ,,which<Cormack didnt even know wa~ in session. Cormack, disappeared -~-: ._, _ ... ;;.·.-: 
(~/~~~:-~ "~?'. J'filliams ~ai~ ~hey· neve:c ·d~d locate ,~~,1-•. B~~ ·he. got· ho~~.':;like_t ;f;;~;/- . 
}: ;. /. •·, ,-r~.~~ :·~;~y C8. t_. (.> <,;,. ,', ,; : , :' • •I- ~ ~- · ,. t ',.,,-·.•• .... •.':;..::-:,: .~, . ~ · "- .- l f.-.~~;t,::'7-'." ·. ·--:-··?t}£fs-f.. ,_\ 
··!• .,,;•_·, · .,•,\ , ._, . - , . ..You l...av~ al.1. .,hats known of th-.. _severa.11 Scouts.- .. - ~~- -::.:.,.., .. ~'.-:,. 
~,-_ .'- :··;:,; . C'.rul/9;ou run 'thi~. dovm?;:. . -- ...:~'-:'~/' ·:. -·, )a,~~:~\-. _- ... ;-, .. ,.·,.:.;;,1~,.:-; ~L:< ;•~~.:}~ftti·' · . 
~;_ ·~. ~-~ · . ,/ - : · -~---\ r~:- · ~ · : .. _.; .. :, -,( . . •·. · · ~- · . ~~ , ~:~~].~l.~:~---::;-~;, .. _1.;\{~;~~-;-,·:· ·. ·. :2.·/.»~•ff1 l~-~- -~·-~:_·_,:~:;; .. ~~t~~-:;;·; J: 
;>I-''··.·· . ., ,. ,·- . - ?, ; ,, • .!.SV&re·l:tn- ',. ,-- .. ·- .. , . t·,. - . ., .... ·.;.._f'f.,·la· --.(:~,i, r ~,i· C , •• 

. - .. -. ,· 

'fi;l .. 'i<>.~;·/ A ''irt~-6J,· ~~":1J, ,, :t~~;n.:. 0:l~.,, .}<;J ~· 
~:~;·, ~--~f·- ( f ~; :' :1'(!7 ·A~l - '·. ~~ /"n-?L I~ '> \t:, ->i/://f::, ·••''\:,~::?,;1,;~/i·:._·f:;:;\:•:t-li;_ 
.:t:':: :.-.: .. /_,:'. ;:· ,·.-t}/..·:-..i ' b~ ~ A.I ·· .. kl---~ ;d_ -~ . -'' -;~d(:Jf;'.·;';.·t·· ;·~:-1,"f'~•~·= ~' _.:/':f.~;--t 
~.;_L ,:;-::-, \ . 'J:J\/U.> :. ~7·w L) J/l'f~ ,VJv..• .. __,.._, -~ jf ue, · et'';~ .flu J./t ··: -:-\<{ 
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House 17 - Family 18 - 2 June 
Cormack, Charles, 34, farmer, b. Ill., pts~b.blank 

, Hannah J., 17, b. Missouri, pts.b.Penn. 
1880 Cen. Neb. Furnas Co. Richmond Pre., p.2 

House & Family 86 - 8 June 
Cormact, Charley, farmer, b. Minn., pts.b.Penn. 

, Anna, 22, b. Missouri, fb Tenn., mb NC 
, Seth, 3, b. Neb. 

Thomas, Louis, 25, boarder, b. Va., pts.b.Penn. 
1885 Cen. Neb. Furnas Co. Richmond Pre., p.9 

House & Family 165 - 23 June 
Cormack, Charles, b. May 1846, Mo., fb Tenn., mb NC, iwns farm #82 

, Hannah J., b. Mch 1863, Neb., pts.b.Penn., wed 20 yrs., 
5 children, 4 living 

Clarence H., b. Mch 1889, Neb., att sch. 
, Curtis H., b. Sept 1892, Neb. 
, Mary A., b. Oct 1897, Neb. 

1900 Cen. Neb. Rachas Co. Richmond Pre., p.5A 

Cormack, Charles 
Pvt. Co.I, llrth Missouri Cavalry 
7 Apr 1865-17 Nov. 1866, served 3 months, 10 days 
PO Address: Beaver City 

1890 Cen. Civil War Vet_. Neb. Furnas Co. Ri.c hmo nd Pre. p~_? 
Cdrinack~-'. Ch ar-Le s H>· _:· · - - . .. /-. 

Homest~ad. N¼ .N.E;¼ & .N:½ NW¾-. Se ct.ion 21, 'lflownsh-ip 1 North,. Range 22 
West, filed 15 Mch 1877 #3924. Cancelled 2 Mch 1879. 

U.S. LAND OFFICE RECORDS, Neb. State Hist. Soc. Archives, 
Vol.76, p.66 

Pre-emption. E1/2 SE1,/4. Section 31, R: W/21 SW'){ Section 32, TIN, R22W, 
filed 30 Jan. 1882, #1612. 

Voll76, p.70 

Homestead SW}'' SW}~ Sl4 TIN R22W, filed 1 Nov 1886, #12149. 
Final patent, 1 Apr 1892. 

Vol.76, p.64 

Thomas, Seth [father-in-law] 
Pre-emntion S¼ N~'4 . & N¼ SE}~ Section 14, TlN R22W, filed 13 May 

. 1876~ #563. 
Vol.76, p.64 

Note: Could not find him in Roster Volumes of Members of the Grand 
Army of the Republic. 
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•t .,:t,~ N r/}:lt½- ~~·: .. · ,~f 1t}~~!iiif t-'~t·· ~,.:1!1 • j :' Perhaps you have heard of Chauncey Dewey re the Dewey Berry .:--- .. ,. ···,. J!;,~,,~.-v·; 

.. _ _•_h~0t;:~_•: I Chaunceyn Dewey L N Locka~?"!';,i;- 1:ired of h:aring\,;;~~.0•:J,, 
the Carmack tales attempted to take Carmack to the Beecher Island · 1· :·"' ... : •· .'.':J 

- . --,-· rewiion~ .sometihing °that Carmack should have been anxious to-accept-·but : .f< _; .. 
--·---) he always managed to squeeze out •• until one time-· they pulled a·daisy ·~·-'·~> ,-·-_ 

., I •,.,..._.-{• ,"•,. ,_., 

I on Carmack ••• saying they were going to the Smoky Hill countrry and · ..... ~Ji. J . .-./-i'- -··-- --------···-·'····-- - .. - - -- - . . . . . ···--· . . ·• -- . -······ . ------. -.,......_ _ 
, 

1 wanted Carmack to show them the ~oints of interest and Carmack was ;:.,f.-,,t A.•: •. ),, . 

-·-•-------·- •only-•to--pleased to accept •••• but they ended at Beecher ILsand.·--------~·.L;,;;f'L~>;~~/ 
. Carmack disappeared immediately and no amount; of searching found him. ?· :,:,:- ' 

. . - -~Charley ·fowid s ome wa-y home.~· and 'spies' tr.ied to worm the ~story \[:;;t:.,:;,;~ .- . .,-;: 
- -----~- ~- -. ----·-·_::... ... -r-- - -. Outof- him._.:_ "." .. ~-~·_:.: -- ---·-- · ---~--~--·- · ·. · ~: , :.... . ·. . ,;;_;__ , ,: .. ~;~.;~;::,::• ~~< ~ ·.· 

/./ · ·· I worked with Carmack several different times locating historical_- .. "- 
______ ----- .; .. i:sftesa-iong-the -BeAVER~ Sappa,~--· ·smoky Hili and -'tound. him-generally-~.·-;-.~~)-- .. _;,,,: 
-:·--.:_._:_--:--:---'."':.--..;;-:reliable but he never attempted to give -me a ·windy •• and when--questli.:oned . ,',/ : - 

:". :, ·, ."x, ;'::he avoided a reply •. · .. . ·' '. i · · ·. ; · , , ._: ·,,-';;'. ,;.,,. . · · · < . ,..;t~\ . .,'.'::·,_:·: 
-------------.· ;Jl·---·-· . ·;·-:; ~t-,mfghtga aiong .. with.-his-yam-that-he-went-t:o .. Beecher island· :r~f:~ 

. .. ·: ,., .. ~. ith the'.-miliaary ~o recover the bo$4Je$_· of the slain scouts-,--even-·. ::::::;; .,.: · 
. .,-, ·.then he gave the distorted yarn ot41Fubert Wal~r. · · . . ,-,- ::;::.>t .< / ;, 

·-----. ,.,>· . -He did t-ake-me-·to-tiie .. first- burial ·site .. of the Kictcter-party, showing .;·;,-;<..;t ./~•:,.- 
.. ·"'' . .. .. ·~me- a ~raw ·where-the fight -took place, and nearby the- burial.·-·-----~---:;: ;.5;:~;(::-::..

1
7.' 

-_. '' This was a half mile from the accepted site, but in later years ;<'·f:,{"i¼ :·,---': 
---'--'------.•I- .... ~; when- y-hadtlie·-custer- personal map, i.t' Jackson ·said, the fight was .. ~ 

·.'.J '_-~ .. :<tr.- ~ a - half· mi-le east of the military trail,.· •• Charley Carmack was right. --·· 
. . . :. . - .so with this explanation, just cancel out the . . _ - '.·\cf_' .L~ \.<'t 

·:::.: •::: -·--:-·-:-:.:·= ~- ·~-:-1hverslde-- -and -.Beiiicfoir .. Island· fight.~· •• ~·and go siow. on the""oihe'i:·s-. --. · ·- . _;,:l~c~C-. --~~-- 
-~.:- -,--~-:.-· - .:\;..---It-is a shame-to spoil a good story???- ---·-·:-o:-- :-;.__.:_, . . ------ >?'"'.~-;;.,·:_.· ._, 

·--. · .. _: _· --·---------- ~ -~~ · ····---· ., --~SSutt~n . __ _ · __ ' __ ·. ·_. _.._:.:,:;:-:~::z,:,1.t~,_1~ c 
:....:.-~---1-'----"-------~~ 

1
, • <·'' ·~_:,__~~'--•·=--·- ,,: ;". 1-.:.___:_·. _:; ~'\. ~ar 27 1965 . -:-.· .... ·· __ .:.,·!l'.~.:,~.:,~:::.~:.~ .. :.J.'.:.,_:.~ .. :•.· . .-,: ... ·.··~.--' .. ··i·.:.:,~.·.: ... -:} .. ·'.~-;.·,·~- 

<- .. · ··:··· .. -~·\t--- ... ~<i:~~:r-~-:~t;_). · · ,:; -~ . ~- ~ ·------·---·---'- ···-·---···': . ·- ·-·--·--·---·- ... 

---. ,_. __ ·, ; ±:' ' .. ·,· .. ': __ ' __ -, . /:•i,Y:J;\,;.:,J::'•-:'.:i·~ti;}> '.; c·· __ _,___ __ -- -·----- -··· -- - ·. -.••. .-,·..cf·::sv ,-_ 
' • • 't ~~ -i -~. ·; --~·;i•.1 ... •.:-t.:.,.:. ·:--,;~~. -. - ..... 

. . ··: .. '. ·~--~-'--~-;·,_•._ ,. ;:;·,: .. 
~ • • • ' - ' '1 ,/;.t .. :; •_:~a . • • • ~,·. ·-.~ ... , • ·• '-\ '·'.•:· .. ,! _--: .·} -~/~:~-·--' • • .-,{~,:t . .-; ;.~:'p-4 · .. ',;.· ' . ·/ i . 

• . . •• • ,,'J' , • '--' : .. •. • ' .. ,~-;·. ,·1,·· .l:•-~· .. ,,. -•.·r-:·}-.5{'·u,,:-.:/~--·~. 
----' -----·-- • - • - ·---~-- .,!...;. ,._ ,,--:":": .: • -- ,. '_:_ .• --- . . .~ .. ~: .•• ~ .. ,_ .• .,_ .. _·. •._ 

' ... ,-?- .:•. f /:~·' '•···.~. •. •• •• ,? .. ,-:-·~:: .. :.. :: 
' I • - ·: • • r~.' , < , A., 

-·-·--·· ~·------------ . .• .. !·_:.··._· .-:'< -.".·-:·- ,.; ··-,.1· •• ·,,.),?'"_~~.;, .... It~.--··/·. ,· ... .i__;,:~· .. _:1-~•~--- •. :,•- ~ . . ;, ·:-.. 

' . . . ·. ~. . '.. . .• ,, J ·.,::. : •' .. ·~· . . ' , ·, :: i: .·· . . ,:. •.-~~;.---;·:",··-;.::-·-:.~-~- .. ~_·--.~ ... ,.:.:~.--~-.-··:.~:.'.·.-.·~:~~-~.if .. ·~.·~.~.·.·.· .. 
__ _:__,_:_ __ . .,:. __ :...._.-,-:.'°::~.!l:.·~~.2~--~~~j~; . ~ .,. ~ -· -~--:·----·· ------·.;~·~-~'.·.~....:, .:'-'/,...::~-+-''---'---:---"-_...,,..-,..,-"',-7'-·~,:-c--+-,':;;,~c'--,- 

., ~ .·,, ,_(! ,~ ·:·-:._· .'?,\-~--· · ·:.~:·- ?.,'.////_.-:f\•.::_1 
' ·-·· t· ,. ~ ' ' . ... ..;,. - . --''-- ··-~· --·--······----.• .. ·::s·- -- .. - -· __ ,_. ---- ._.·:1-· "':·-. ·- .. · :. : .. - .--- :·, .·. ---,..~·-,..··,-,-~--. : ,-,.~ . ...,_~~ 

i ..:: . - .. . ff •. · --~·: ;·_ .:;~ ,;/.'.:·~; ':.>,:_.· . 
.. -·--- ....... -·.. ~--·-------- . . /_.)_:~:,:,~.-- .. <~~1: :·:_: ;·) :·:: ·._• 

---·----··--··--·-. .---r. ·. ----- ----·-----·---~-.,..---..---,..,--~-..,.....,. 
~ 'I J . ;· • '• ~ • .. • · ,._{• · • j:,·1 

~- ··-···.-·r -· .. ·.·--------·--···'. -·--·- .--L:t·• .. ,~_.,, -~ 
. •· ·;.i : .. ~·--· .-:;~·--.:, .. - - :(: -----·-. -·- .. -------·-- '-----·--- ~ ·- ' .· ,.___ ... --·-----'· . __ .- ";- . ------,- 

.. ··<~ _-: :: ·. :~ .- : .. 
···.:,::.A;'.·: 

---• • .----•• • ••••• • ••• <'-•••••••·---• -•·-••-•-~----••---~--:!.:-•~-- _.---,-- 

. ·---··--·--- ·--~--------- ---·--· ----····- ··--·· . -·- ... ·•-·-··--· ------ .. __ 

. - l --~~:.~:: - : _~ -_ 
j -· -- .. ... ' - . . ' . . . . . ·~/\:·..,: 

.......... ·-----l--- ... _ ... __ .... --·--· -----· . --- 

-···-·--------------- ------'--- .': ;.. .'. . ,·-· -~-~- ··; .. ----. --,: 

.'' - . . .- . ,: .. ··•- ·· .. -~-- ... -- 
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::11~:r · . :,.;;t·:,t;~:;~~•J., ~~,· . .;;- .. , Jf ;~ii,{iiif j:;t;~ t•fi,;' 
;,; /i)-~~'.!; ~ . : .. ' ~. ;::?; ,Coi Sp~ks·. i:-esearched . the\ '•t1 et ot. Jorqth-.'ind· P'ep~~n 'Sc~uta •,•'.• 
'it,·•~:;,, _,,,_::,·1ii:•very: carefully,·-:ln the 192o•s and 19J0•s while several of·--~~ ~-,,~: 

_::~::i~{~ >: _'.~"-·,t;}J-lh• Scouts were}~et allv~.. Sparks was raised in Lincoln ._ 1 . .:. 'i~l;j_, 
· \·'-7-~-t~-i.: . .,,_ ... ~i-- ~ounty -Kansas and knew many o'f them personally. as did .. - ._ /".-?':::".:- ,.,,. •;_: .. : ,,...:~---_. •~ ;,: a ·-.oor -E. A Gilberti ·-,s·4• ~ " •• ' r · -)·<_.-.,.. - °"•l''--4.•;,. .... - -<-, .x: ··: --- ·-~,;,-:-. 1=-.ci:• '~5t" 
:-t_~if-2.J,~{~/;'(t_.j LiRay. Hersay·;'.'liyed·--~ri :-- 'tha

1 nry Wiii~.;,.=·ju~t-.:below··Be:6he;·~r /fi-:. 
·_,,;f,!\f:)··-~ ... :=/;1,; ·. sland. _from about 1910 •. I was closely assooiated with him.. ~i/-· · 
- ' r, .. -~•- , .. ·- ., t 1 · h ... ti ed t i t ,~,.. . ~ '· ,_.,_f._ • .;jji_..,_ .-: •. :.-r~--~ , •. c :· s,v 9 ,was av one me engag O ~y S S er. .j-./;,., "'; ~.:--/ :I-C{-· 
:'·i::.,i.s~'f{;it;,:,;-~ ,, ,./'" afyou~perhaps know• he was the mainspruig and historian .. -~- ;,~ '/ 

;_:?-~·'.,:::..~:~;~::::. '2: or the,.Reunions lll8ny years. He never r-,cogn1zed the .MJ · :::,· 
".;.-::·/:-.y:.::~ .. c-.1;_:. --~:-,~~ Inman1s report .. o:t the list of Seouts.·.Ris p9rsonal. contact·.; -..· ,.-:· 

: ·:::":.\:;~ -~';_-.>"~:'::;%~with many·,~·of ·1.nem . rejected Inr..an, ·;r-._. ·,.,f:. ... ;;.:,"'-;,. -~~r:,t·'"?;:1=';•.t..···~ • :i.:4· --~~~·1..':: 
·:~i}.'"••f>Jo. .... :.· l .... aj:";·~,- .... -.... d"i.,;..-::::/1:i~ ;:•~~;·:.:,,~·~-= : ,,~· I ~.· .. \:,.--..~ ~ -r~:-~::-,-:-_~~~:~i~.~:-~f::'!'·~~:~ • ... ~·.;_~:!·~:"t~~-~- -~~.:~,·-... 
~--:"; .. ;,t~'. .. -~ ._:· ,. .:. -::;~f Here~ is :\C<f~·":{fSparks letter~ just· ree~i ved;.. ·::.t~'-:"F' -~~"';,. -:i-~.a_;,,,_:_~~ ~.: '+·. , 

--~-.1:?/2;{}:<(~-~: ,,:.~:i(tt?l,ri;-,; .. Regar~ing ).: ·,J-,Entler• this IRallS name waz··speli'ed;-;"'-'111any" ';r,'.--..:~v. -:--:~~: 
i':·:•f;,:,:·:-.~\-~ -~-;.~,1{;_,_:-J.waye.- M.l Inman•s)~~st ~er date Aug 26 1868 . at Fort'' Harker,l.t£:-~<r_'!:.'~ ... 
· .. :•.:~=--'):>':·::·'~· . .-~:-~~\~:::ikihas _A_.;tt.,Enstst~l;i': .. ·y ~i.is·.report ~°.·_QM Genl,:J:hen·;_~o)!ar._ .:. -=~°?.,', ,.:"·t}. 
_: :'.:;;;:,;{;.', .,· _:_·_,,(fi_:'/;,,,depar-tment -:-has it A ·.r entler. '·,.',-;·:. ·-. , .. ::. '.,:•:V'~"'_:,,.:~:··'.,-:·::;.;"'~~~cf''..•,:··:.;:O~;'t: .}< 
·-v~::-;?f·:~,;?.:};~ ·._;;~f\ln the ·11atlng·'of'.:·those · :tro't!l the Saline 'river· country~> I ... -~:--·~~\,:;;.tt\-:'-· · ~~.:J:.~:·1·"·.~/·?~{ii½}Jh~ve .:hi_m ;do~ .-!rs<_Entsleif • .- A l!tter writte~ by.:E A_~~Gilbert \{t~ __ :._ > __ ··. 
::;.·_;.,;:~.y~~~:""''c.-:f::i:~:\}J; --~,.~ O,eorge M~i.n o-Z Ka~s Historical Society• has .it ,written f}?~i:~(:: ... 
. _-;:t~·:::~:,,,>~ :·:;.1~f-~ .,._.A: J Entsler~Tiescott..-, · .. -, : Tescott is· east o~· Beverly and was,·,·,;,.~4'-~:~:~- :·. 

,~,,,.:;;;;i/\-.-.;;:;:,::,"/\:··~ft--~~nam.ed_ :::,·.for.~-~ :Scott. :. This man was part or those recruited :_::~;-.·.\'• ·;.. 
~- ";.i:·.:;t..:.:f'.,-:'.:,-·.- · :: ·bv. •· j<-•j · -oaate,; · who .ived in the vicini t,y, -and was ,.,a.rt of •• ."'.1°:: .. f~'' · ,,.~ ..... J:~.::::..,.. .. , .. - >i: ,· J . ~ .. - :.., . . . . . . . . • • ~ ,; :-..:.::;·,!.":' ~-. 
"{~;/<t.:.,!··-;;J,.~~,- :th_e ao~tingent· who wont to Fs>rt Harkner and joined._ Forsyth· £/5-_· · ~ - 

. -.<:~~\;•t~;·_,,.z:·,: .. f -~_outs~ ,;_:--_They ... ~t11re not ~rgaru.zed_ at _Ft .. Wallace:·_ --~:::f..i:-•:-~ .. : ., ;~-,~~.-,.> 
.. •,,/:.Jo\"'t.~--..-v,- -~ ...;, t ~~ ~ •; ••" •' • • - H•• ,'.._ • •• •• t • • • .... ,, ... ,~ ,r-;.,;'"t:~,'t --: •- .. ◄" _, .... __ .,, :2:;\j;;i~~:,·:_:,~, 1'-f:} .±n·-'_'.the:1~num.ei:-'cus ·r·o·sters. ot' both the- Forsyth,-Scouts..,.:ar&d the-·:\ ",,:./~/-:·. :~ 
!.~:::J~~-/;---,}',f~/ . ,;Pepoon· ·Scouts;: I f'ind him severa.1 times listep. in the,·::.· ... ::/j),ffi--·.. .-~ 
?::",:.i; .. ~.~-~ ·'::?, J,llf,t~·Forsy-th .scouts~· nam~ spelled different in most ·~·_--~,::i\.l_::~-i." .. ·:1:-:\;:f·~,ri,:\.: :_ ,.-,_ 
1,.-~::.-\}~~~~-~/-~-:,f}.!'..~t·,~t,'::ev.s:ry:.time •. ·. ·--ne·.w-as gerwan .• little known -._and Peat-te ~eportecL/=~.--- _\: 
{1f;;."'-:·tL;:::)::~:{''' "'_·,_his -~ia,1 in,, Ottowa. county. • · .. >-.;::._.._ ~;.:.-~:'"/~,.,._""'_;-,:J{·?;%>; ·/:·:·/f;:{0 

• :-S>)1 
"t:);_,,J(:>t:.t•:(;[it 1~;.'.l'OU( ar4t ::: -l:'~ll ~awar& .o~ the propensity o:f' .the old· timers to·~:,. -::->:•.' .. ~:, 
?,?{:~::•tt}r_;;>:,''?'}~ ~,~hava1'"'~en nerywhare with ~Teryone . that ,had anything to d - · ·--- -·- 
ii·':i;l4{~:1:,:--:~: ,/}f'.\f~!i:'wi th\~i~~o:Y,> Parti ular:I.y a:tt~hos& w~o-,_~0~14. S~SPJ~!--,.i>t-°J: ... ,_ :'f ,ttlf , y;3;J:~~;!;J~~s?g::; go';.· 'with · .• 'L·t"ii~e,;;;t/ ·t~ ·. ;~~~~rt;i;''R\,,i,.f,ii'.!~ 
,;.:_~iti.;.L·:/. :.,)}i~:·bod.ie~,:.;_or t_be. Kidder victims· as a_ civilian employee_ of,. the:,.~---"~l.:c<;:~ 
.-:,.:-:/-:J.:.r--<:-i,' .. · · ~-i,:~-·-~-r-D: .. pt..-:>"Qr.,, just ,because he didnt hav• - anything else to do.·. _ .. , :!/;:;;.~:·:ir--~-F_: ,.·~- -f~f ;]'' .. ),( ., .. .' .. · -~:~~:~,; <./,-·:; ·,_·:-.<:T;;.:.~••j_ .. ~.·_.,: .: . ~---;\:: ... /' _, :· ' .. ,·. . ·. ···- ·_: ' 'i:'..;;. .:-:· -,f-? ..... , :>-~~·---~_;· ... ~\}-}~~:·•,:. .. -t_ 
, \0 .··.:-(;..:~/-:· , . · · · .:-·.'·::, .A:·_.··for meeting:Genl Custer at Fort· Sedgwick •. Genl ··custer nt!ver·: -,,; < 
~- ... ·_::_/;?:,.:_ ·/~\{{t?wa-s· at, JulfJsbur~. While seeking Kidder. Genl Custer ·• ·went . .., .. /3&\f ·: :. 

- __ ; :. ~. from Republican Porks• to the Platte. R1.verside stat1.on 45 miles. . 
·., •:·'·.· · ~):·. WEST _o~ .Sedgwith•. to whom he palegraphed July 6th.- and immediate: 

.- \,. :made a fo:ecedmarch . b~ck to the Republican. In 1939. Cormack ·, "; ·:. 
was _int&rviewed'by_a GRIT reporud_at a vets rrunion<-atJulesb~(. 

,,- '1hom '1,e told •"-"1 _'was a solder at Ft Sedg,,ick+ , , -.-:::~~:- _ ,,··::"~;: \,·;; · ;:;- 
In. Houst<>n-intervie\"1 Cromack claimed to have been Waller,-_· ·:':Jr?'.t:.;,· .·/ 

_. • < . • -- ~ '.. • ~ •.· • • . ~ • • • • • ' • • ... • '· . • • -~--.-;:-.'.t'ti. \;;;-."'.'· <-•: ... _ ......... 
. at ,Beecher Island. He told Chancey Dewey he was Peatte. _ _-.'.:~~10,t}i, { 

.. . He told Madigan ~d George Willi/ams he was.· Wilson._, ... <.._ · ... :,f{4"fy,;;.;;;:::..__·'i} 
. _. ,, . . , ' ' .. ·.•_-I · am now a:Cte~:;:t~h~ re~rd o:r Cormaeks fatherJ';:~~c_o~ci :~1a~:!~::~\(3Jf 
.. '; ~)ir:•··_ ·•.:::i1lttfi}Tt\1;:~f :ii;f ~~~i:f ttiir~ ... litt~1ittlt!1~;~1i~:~-~·'.!Ii 
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-------------· i - · ,\ ~ ~.:.... -~~,\., .,\ - ,~.I ·, " -~___,_; __ ~9-1980 ,, · n.--.-,. . ::;>·::- ·. . _ , _· . . _ _. ,-, ,v,,} ~~ ~,~,• . \ 2~ _ , u S:.,;c:cc _,._ ' _~ \ ~";::~;':: .4,l0 i· '...: · :i/0-'--,;· :,i,t.f r· ----Q -----0--Th{>mas- J--Cormack------~-:J.. ....,.'. ,~_:i..J- '<::-' i2..i.~u:.:_\S.i.._____ -_,._,." .-:, · 

~~; __ - -~ ~-- - - -t!~~~~ :-tKan~_?.t~"6~:gf i-.~ ~-~if-~~_· _· -~ · -----~-}: - · . -.s. ----~~.- ',,, ::·· - . :>. -~ ,.,·;/~-. 't,... -._. ----~----:.~c_·,..,.,,..-,·_: , __ - __ (.:.~ .:~-:.~~-----~-------.~---~,_:·;;,._cl_~_~_-~.f_'_·,---~ 

· · ·. -. · .. · - M~0cirmack - · - · ,-, :-,. · ------------ ·~)::_·, ·:-, ~;~~-'.<:>·· ~ .. , ~::~;.- 
~...:.,~-:- ~-------_ ---~-,:--~r~-T-Yes.---I--khew- .. Mr .Cormack ., ... your-~andfa.ther.__,_·_~b~t __ not .. in;:_;_-' 
'.·-+-~- ---·--:---:-a~pe1so~ -;~~Y--;,7--that-:-would-- ,hel p._you., --'-My--a ssociaf io~-:was-'mi ... some-::~_:I;~:-- 
~-;:----,-------- .. .::...-trips-- .. o£.:.the-lo~a1--scena ,---s~~-h as --- Ki~_der .. -s~ter/,Beec_h~,~.-;}·sland_, fl~......:~ ... 
_-· ',t, •·. -· _.,.--.- ·t '') -~-. -j!: . 

1 
.• ,, ..... i(j. #. ·-: ,_ .. ·. . .- . _ _.i.,..:.1· ' •• _, ... ~ ·' .... ,.. • . ._ .... _•~. . .:,.-"" •. _.· · ··~ 

:i·: , - La.rgerly due tonis -.1:nterviews··, we-willt-say,-~-that·-o-r-Houston ·irexas, 
;_·:__ _ -----;-<~x-·cb"t>Y-GOING·--ro·-~1,:-if-:"Jure~iourg··~Mifsetim,'•-;nich-Mrs"·nunn--'-wa·J..oing ·to~---- 

:_-:~:~-- -_~8.~~9.-~o~~e~-~t=r~~•---~~:t ~~~~:-·inv~f~:i~~t~-~~--had··~o--~e~-f1scounted:.:~::~ 
. _:, ?H~ piere was his _ interview when at Julesourg. saying he had: led· Custer···-· 

. .1: ~ :, . . . ' ~J . . . . ~ .. . ~'. . . . : . . . . . . ,._ ; , .... -~--~~-on~eO:s"tEirs·-for-ced·-ma~ch ·to··ov·ertake· ·tne Kidder--·party;--•11m-e·reas ---_ --~)si-,c~-. 
S t .. . ----r-r i;s · pOa 8 rnte C, tl'tat''if e'-m;fyta Ve·· ar oV~~ 'the ambuiaAbe c_ tak~hl'.--. ~- ; : ~c. ;~ 
-:-:~,:. - · ------~~:Julge-·Kid-der·-to·-tnif--sTte·-~ -o"f ·the ·burial ··pa.rty trytng·-t·c>"--------~---_ -- -- 
-:--.~-~--- :_r-eeo~er~--tfie~b..:odles-1nMarc11L!\e as ·a---crvili~n~-----'---.--- - . . , .· .. -:~~- -::.:. :._ 
--~'/_~ --:---·-·sucni-a~ppeare-to--be--·-tne·~a-3e-at· "Beecher-Island~ ;He may -have-drove·~th~- .. 
- ,:;:~~--.-:·_:--~-~mbu~ance·~as a~::cr,iflla.~-~-t<f-J3~echer Islai:1d---thMla·te'fa11-~~wh(!n··a--~-1:ttta: 
;·--i ~------party- wefft:~f.tter--;t_n~--liodies·-crf'--the seout s;" 11e never- -menttonea--that-~"-~ ·· 

--.-- ' ' .. _j . ' • ·- - .. , . ' _- . . .- ' .: . 
1··----c-,;;;;,_ .. : -~·fr~p-t·o·me-whe"rC_Mr_:Saougner·;-·Mr · Blackwe?tr~--r--1r-1.1adtgarcand---1: · :, .:, .. 
_ ·:·c:'.~~ ·. '". trie~ to ·get liim to go wltn us .. to- thefr--Artnuar-meettng·~-:~ .,, , ·-·-- __ :~.::.:~~- 

•;-.f . t . . ' . J - - ' ' .... ~~· !>.". - 

--->,;.; _ ~-- ----The ~n~ime- Ke~as·s-uiiiaa- -a-s-·beTng~a"-sa·out--at-·the· · Beecher·-rar~a·--·r1ght ,-- :: :J:~ · .: 
.~~~~~-----4------~--~-·--·- -~·-·-~ .~--. __ ..:..i_~-:-......._ _:__. ,_, ,· .:.::_:, _ _,_. ~···- ·.. ·.:; _ _;,_ ~~.:· ./':. 

/:''~
1 

-,. · .+ ··;although ·that name did appear in one of the reports o:f the Scouts~-- ?.1:'- ··:' 
.a,···' , . . . ~ , .... - .~ .---~----··-··-•····-·--·-·-·-·---····-· -----··-----··-----·---· .. ----·-------~-~-·-·-·-·-·--- .. --'-.-~ .-~·, 

:\_-·. I .- - but not in otber Annual. repmrts. Col., Rays Sparks. knew most o:f the i:= · · 
-~\l\. - - -- -_-----s-~;~r~----~;~ :;;~~k;d~;,ith th·~-~~ --~;h~ -~~-;--th~ ---s~-~~t;&:l~~~;- and--th~ t - - - ~)--, - - - .-_ ·_- 

-~;;_(?-~~ s~~;t~°'' ~~;~1 \f ftf0~ii~ountYi.~ii~~4j~J;,;,;_ti~ 1J:, ~;,x~~i~-- . · 
\~-------- -Tl-i"erk-rs~·no·-que-stlori-liu-t··wha:t--Mr. Cor·mack ·-·wa-s-iti-the-are:- ----~------:- ::~{ 
---,:-'---·-·-· -----·-·durihg-·tti"ose-·-exc1tii1g·-t1riies· ana-··a:s-sociated with -marij-o:f-tne•-·--- ::-'V . 

.--::--·--···---·---- ·jell'.lL~-own actor·s-- a.na--·that· he--·took a"ii-iibportant-·£8-rt-lrCthEf~-- . :::-'· _, ,f 

-~~~-- ·----- ·codst"ruc-tlon·-·o:e·--the-new-·we-s-t:;---He- --wa:a--a·--- blacksmith at-Ft-·wa11ace •· ' · ;--~-C- -- ----- -------7 --- ---------~------------ .___:___ -- --------------:-~.--------------_-;- . .;•:: __ ~~· .. -~-------:..~~=~~,.:... 
. as .far as I can learn. . - --- •' _: ... ·- . ' ._- - · - .- _,:J{_-j'-· . - l . - ... ~ - - .· ·_:. -,-._,. - ~-,,, 

--~------_ --- ---r-~Te-~~ --i~----pe~~~-.--r~nE~/ERthits·
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s~a;ch·-a::f _I_a·m---~·nv?·~v-~d ~ -·:~~·· -~'~-- 

-------·---------------, -----------,---· -- · - , , - - -- -- r- a so utel·y.~. on-· n ·"7"- -b----'= .:... 
( . •., .. ,;...,.,~..._ -'-r;<Vi!'.'t'"!,·-1s,•iJ ... u .. , .. -·- :a y SU Ject until I TT~~'.-,~::,,:\\~:, . :;:,;11~k ~'±:·· ,1,1'm~ci;>: '.!Ji/;:'.f.!'.:{~-~~);__t::_Y?::?~.}~:::½!=\~::~~-':'.:t-'t~f~~~~'/ .:~.::~-1'.::$;:;· ~~-..;. ....... 1 
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.... •••··· •··. · .. • ,. · .:HA~:s· '·.cORlf if'.:·•··•~• i'ltf l1{f ijlf liiJJ~I 
, , ··-:,:, · ·· . :· · ·.: ;_'· -..-.. ·· By Thomas ·0-J··cormack .. 

Pa ·~ < . , , . . . :. :"'";: ... }>;:; .. · : ';~:{j'~iFi>?;Jlr~~rl~;f !}{\, .. 
Charles Henry· Cormack· was born in .t he St Louis area .Ln the- 

1846. His .father, .Joel, ·was a s t onema scn -~Y trade and had for.: 
some reason, :noved his family from. Virginia. where· his· sister: .. : 
Fr ANces, and his·. bro~her Jasper, were bar:1• ' .. , :>"' :~\.s:/\/· . ..:.~·:t~- 
Al tho Joel and his wife Susan, were· born in Tennessee ;-this· .,,.f,". tJ:~-:•'···· 
Cormack, as most Oor maoka , · had a hard time stayint in one area~{:,rf{f;i·,j;.:'. 

·very long. In 1848 ·Joel moved his· family to Quincy,,,~--:Illin6is}f-f~/:{{~ 
There, two more 'Children were born· to: the family, James and Ann/~\::'.,:::.;:·· 

_,. ' ,-,·~ ~ .. ·_ . . . ' ~ ... , .·-, . ' /_~ .. ·.··~.--.·_,~·-·1~····-.-:~~.---,: 
Very little' is ,known about. Charles= early days· in Quincy. ·:, :'?,_:: .. ,,_. ... O:,r~:J~:.. 
He talked about j;he family:~ having a negro cook and commented. ~a,hy"~;·):!·. 
times about the~ catfish .she cooked and how good they were. ·-~)~•~'?'.";;~x~;,.:.-: 
It is also known Jhat his, mother died in the :1850= -and his ,·· .. _.,,:_':{~t'2t·.- . 
father remarried before the time Charles left homerLn 18~1. >:.-'_.:.- :/>>· 
As Charles 'put it)in ,later years, "I just up and. akedadd Le s ;+ : .. :;/tr°'"/~~\ 
What happened to-)Jharles ,·. family a.fte1: 1859· isnt c_ertain. · .. :~::<~i~fi~\t_·;: 
The 1869. census .•.shows they were n~~ in. Quincy·~ or the .- .. state •-//.£:.~ .<J't 

• '-'' • i •• -✓~~. • ••• ' ·; •• ,- ,:: ; ••••• ,:.:._._.-- ••·••·• -:._; ·'->\::-'1:..·7' ·,. _ .... ; :;':' ,.::..,.~.-t;t1·, .::.:i~--.,...;~ 
After harles left home, . -:there is little known .if he .ever-. saw·:t·1.-;it:i~;.. ;· 
any of his, family· aga i.ns.. He did write many times to his sisteif/f)=~c/': 
Ann E Carmack,. bu t )'1e never; _talked about his- family in·,:l'ater _yearp._:-:_-::;::c 

. . --- - .•. ,_·~- - ~--· . . ..~_; ?=-~~~~-.::~ ~~ ->·-.-. -~"- ... -: -· ·.·. JJ~;_.._-:..::~. . . ·.· :--_·:r - -~· . .,_ --: ..... --: ·'. -=~:: ·--==.':' ... -.::. •. :_: ~"/'7.~_.- :;•~_ ... ::-~_-_.>-:~:-- ·-: _: _ ·. ;.;.~~---. __;.;.:: ·:• _·_::;_::z:"'.':.~-:~:-~:~:-=-- 
A ft er "Le av Lng ·hom'e·;.~·charles' worked by 'hiring out'.·. on ,!arms:. ;and';._:.~-:·:::-:·· 
seemed to stay in the general area of his home. It ·isALBO KNOWN ;\1.·~:_,:. ·'. 
THAT Joel didnt.>like Charles leaving home and tried to keep \~:;~;';:;\ .. _:'. 
traak of him •. ~>rt 'Ls be caus'e .o f thtis that in a few years , · -~;-f~{:r~/>'. 
he-went by .. anoth;._; name._._;,.~~(·-_\ _·• _~,· ::·:t/~';}.· .;,,.,'., ~'.-• · --~;:f\r-{\:c,t,}.~ .. '.'.:}y~~~)f.fr~;~~~ 
On April.~ 1865; <Just one yieek' before? the· a.s s Lna t Lon- of. Abraham/"/f'5i;z1\( 
tincoln, .he enlisted in the· Union army. · He was mustered in at:,~/::':'.:·.\:± 
LaGrange MIZsc.:t:fq_ . and became . a member of .the 14th Rgmt ,. ·cavalr:lt·f\(:~; 
vols Co.·. I~'- His; commanding '':officer·'was Captain. Cross •. ,/Y'. .. · :---.~~4.,::;iiSJ:) 
The 14th Regiment '~cavalry .. was organized St Louis and. Springfield?."-\)·' 
Nov JOth· 1864. ,-. >'Qntil May_;l3 1865 ···they.were in ·the _d~strict. or.::{,f,,~~::~ 

. the Plains, Dept'::6:r.: Missouri_.:' In November 1865 they were · on duty.\_j\~t 
in St Louis,· then s·c:outed· .from Waynesville. to Coal Camp creek •. ;f:t.'.:~;t,:·:: 
In May, ·they moved :to Nebr~~~a and frontier duty on,,the :plains-~-~~F~-=:ji: 
In October ·1865" Cha·rles was ·mustered' out and received his· :honorableecr':/ 
discharge._. a~•· -~ort_;:h~~ven:~?,1:;t~~ Kansas.: :; :: .· :.; :: ~---:~~;;?~::<~:,:;}i)(t:'>\;;~::,:>\r~~'~t·i}# 
At this 5-time Charles was i'still :18 years old. and·· he started his:~·::::~t;;i"f:/: 
life wandering the plains· and soon became .a buffalo· hunter·: :'-:::f•"'';-:i/t)f 
and Indian fighJ~r~,,-, ,,._:,, /:.:, ·. ,,:_ '.-; ·<,::._::;· . ~,,;f;;.kLL;~::,"7~~·):;'. ;::;:}cS· ... ,v>t~\~i 
Charles and two other men· took a herd ..cof Texas .cattle from· · ·/~\ .. <:.,, 
Texas to CanadA. When reaching Canada with the 5,000 · head, his·,.⇒.\:i~'.i;!; 
two partners stayed.··to work for the man who ,bought the cattle.-)~:>?:_/':'. .... 
Charles came back alone by horseback~·. which took three to fiv~:;,~·i;;(~ ,;-s:\. 
months, and never saw another white man during this time.. . . _;-,,::·ifl,.~~-;it;. 

:.•·.'✓ ..... 

• > : .' • :R' .•.••, .'• \_. 
, '. ; .: .. ~ . 

~· ,.. ' . 

. . . :;~:•:. ;: . ' 
·.:, . 



--~2 -~•;},~:\t?;• ;}?::·· :.·:'·':·9\:~\ -.;,/i~:~;/~_:::l-.{~;{;,~~- : ...... ::;{~}~t~~r:~~t¾11 _.; --~-; --.~-5.-~ •·- ~~- .- .. 
•- During; ~,is'•d~ys as· ~uffalo ~unte~;" he -·supplied "mea .<for· the·.~my,:\_; ~ 
.. at Hays_ ,;and it .was in the Bi~d C1._~y: area where h~~h'Lll1::t_ed·~·therii:1·:*~:::./).: 
and hauled · them .to the Fort in -~:.:·wagenalso had ,a<_c·ontract ·.to"''1~ ·':,' :·,·· . 

. · supply me~t:. for .. the contractors at;d gang -which.,construq'"t::~d ._th:j\~i,t· ·: 
Union Pacific through Kan~as;, Dur~ng -the years l,~72_:_·_~h-7:ough_ I87-9!i~-~ ;2 
h ed. the Wesyern p'l.a Lns hurrt Ing buffalo · ·. '•·''"'·•'-:-s.i:·"1'- -,•-••I ~••,-o'«°f"' .,. e roam . __ _: - _ . _ •. :·:j. -~---·~:~_;-:;;;t-i~11it.~:-: . .;i::::·;·~::fJr,~M-!ft~.,,~ >-;.-~t·;:. · 

, , '. • ' ... ' ', • • • • •·7··~· .•.,,--~---':- 1 .. -~p • - r.·--?j-- .. ; .. ::·,~--~·.:,.~re.-/~·-.~-~$·~~- . .,_.-. tt.:;~-~~=~~r~~!-:,· _;_ ... -_~- 
Buffalo /1hunt~_rs- 1nthose . early days -dr e ased much as ·-di_d<:~~-t:,.e·~'rn~·f:n~~' 
using animal skins and living much as the Indians did.\i:}.=_:_,-;::.::f7½J;•1q{¢~·"':~0 
Many of the buffalo hides were sold: at . Fort Wallace Ka.nsa·s:·;~~~{\}i;14~! 
They ·brought. as much ·3.-s;;,_$}.!,-~5 when t~~~:-_wer~., ge~t~~)~j,QP _-pri;9.~i/;;1;~:rr . 

. °.r .as ,~OWf:_-~S- ~9,t;,i~r:~~::•/}ii\i:'_ . :·_i}_{f .. :.~t?~:~,y~~-;:;~t,~itf<i{;~:JJ~~~f~tfl:~~;~::.?~\.;;tzt~~ 
. .William D Stre·et,'\who 'ilas'·.2: ·member>of'Company· I. 19th_·~Kansas:~;-avalry°;· 
in 1868, 17as. Charl:~s ·par·tner in many rof his· buffalo -hunting· .trips ··.,;-·;. 
in•l875~70• William·;+ater.,i;settled in··oberlin Kans an~:.:tt·ook u1f:~~f::,::.~?1iJ\ 
r~~chin~;~•.: .. i>· ,::::·.,::.:· .}t;'/:.•::- · <-~/1:: ·-·-~;~:\i{{\;·5>"<;I~~,{:~t}:1f~Jt~;j;jt . ~-~- ·;t:[f; 

·Fort. Wallace·, when.·Charles was a scout, ,was one- of:the most··'•'./·!:-"t>•;_," .. ;;;;.t 
important. for:ts ·:.<'.~ '.the-West~_rn frontier in. the ·w~~s ·wit}:). the:::pfalns:~ 
Iridians~ .,_.::·.rt wa s' the. 11 · fightinest" :. Fort on the plains·J:·as' u···s:?-1\ '.:· ;.£:: 
army records clearly-show .that more soldiers'wh6.were/fightirig-';;/----.;;~, 
Indians,~_wer_;; ~~~\,cL,~her~,i.'.·:,;~r·:.

1
_-, · -.i:j2./f;)\i:i•:i:~~:?~'~%P>f:@t: ... _~1~·:;\iti!tiiJ.?)lfflJ 

Fort Walla~f y,as··:9+o_sep ·t_6}the. actual: scene :of .figi:tin~ ;tharfany-}::?;:~: 
- · ·,,.:ft other fort __ in Kansas •. \-The Plains Indians , ade .the 1.r: _biggest ·stand.'.:-'"\ 
\:: ~, defending their .. J.iuffalo hunting grounds against the !slaughter·:)-..;:\:{t;{ 
. -l~ ., _of the,~_,:,~~f!~.1-~. :':~r~;;,-~ ,;,_ ,_,J.{!! ,, " ·->_-·~;~:,t}~\/1/:t:~:It/r.i'jl)fj~~ft\));}?f~J.~trtz}~I 

:.--,:·:~-~.)~.? · Cutting ?thr"ough_'--tne=·-heJrt·:'o':( this -~:favorite;:hunting ground ··wai::i;~a'.:;~:\t~?tI 
. --~~ ·new route ,to the ·we st; ·pa,:Ft1fulary· 'to··trie :gold fields-~·\}_;·/ ~'.'-:·tf;\:;/·,:<r:l 

· --lff' Also, the Butterfield_ Overland Stage: trail ran through·.::·this route~·-·•· 
, .. El It wasnt until . the buffalo. hunters came to the area <Lthat the.~;, ~-z -'.:' ·-· 

Indians started· .their raids. ,· The .Plains Indians depended upon r~c.·>:·.,;-.-:: 
the buffalo, for ~their _·:food, · clothing .and shelter. After awhile .,-,:.:-->~)f..:_ 
the settlers .. -tl~d -to stop ·using· tl1is _r_oute and soon t,he .,stage_:'t~i:;::·_f-.::_,'-1} 

·line, a\:;~~:1~~ ~~11 •·:J~r;~6P\~Jf:· : · :·{:z\l~\f~:(;f·\:.:Jtf~t;:;:~~~f~jfj~;;:fif~ ... {~}~~ 
The troops'.·at _ .. Fort',\'lallace were ·the"· ones 'who _had ·Jo-~_act_when:~'t.he<: ./'?-J:, 
Indl.. ans he'ld ·th· ·e~1··r- ·-r·a1.· ds ... · _ _., ·. ··:.; ,:>-1-.\L_}" -.-:-•~": _,_:;._;,,.._ ,.;-:,-.~;.o,-.::>'•~'ff;/£ic·~. ·,·. ·:1~• • .:;1;,,-.;;~t;,.-'"-''·.:·':.~'5t'!'t · ~ :.- e -·~...... . • •·:i<.-~.- .. ·.·,._ ·.·• :•:.;· ... :J,..-l -t...:) . ..J.:~:." .. .- ....... ;J_--.:."".-; .. ~.._;,"'!'-.i:-~~~i;•:· !·- ·---."!,••• . .f."'t'"~ .... _. .. _~ 

• , J • :, : f ., •' :~: •(-• -:. -~~\:•;.:? :;-: , ,:: , '•,:· '; :> . _-: ·1: -.,;.,.;-;;:t=t~•-_:•· ~-•:. t~~- ._: .. [ :--.;_ ... ~::~:-~_•''o/ :_ -~~:t:-•~-~t~~:j~•.,.-.:;/~\ . ,l •. ::- ~:r~:•f."~:.fi("'.··.\:-_.:· ~~ 
Charkes onc_e t61a:·:of'0one _.of ·his trips ,._hunting buffalct:a.nd' statectT_'. ?;~ 
he had an. outfi~'.-~fr·~for·ty.;.tw_ o. meri-;-·-'manynhorses and· a<:tew wagon·s~.::~?(; 
He left: Fort Hays'.?i?) Septeinber and ._returned .in· Febr~y. _::; ;'_i,;~~-))!J;;i 
He-. hunted ):,11'.'---the- fl~ts between the Arkansas and Smo_ky:,;Hill ·r.ivers /f? 
where: there, were plenty of' buffalo ."'-'t· At the end. of the/'.'trip he had ':. ·:~/,; 
5,700 buffalo--hides~": As Charles put/ it"Yep,.there was plentj-":i/:,/::-~!i; 
of jack-. in game:Jjun:ting for a. map who was a ._good·: sho_:t:;and :g9oq~ft?fii 
hunt ~r •, '' · · · - : :; ·· /[%::\'~},:? :;,~.} · . '.:~ . · · ,:. . ' : ·i.::};··:·;;~:ftl\f(':}{~~;\i ,-.:i:-,~~i{i~1t>fj~~1 

/. Charles and . his \friend· William Street ·also-,did·- sorrie ·_trapping. and·.']:··::'./ 
;:( scouting for the' ·.army ·and· 11ad many adventures together on -the·;>·>··· ':;t 
•:; Driftwood in Red Willow country in 1875. ·One :·of these .,times he.-:~ __ .. , _:. 

·,} and William were looking for some stolen horses ·that the Indians . :~_·: 
had made off with, and both men remarked in later years· that;they_ ,,: 
era.me close -:t;o being killed several times be.fore returning with ·~ __ ; ;i;-/:: 
tha horses.~ -·:: ::~ _. '_ .. _ ... _ ·_- ,,,: = :·-~,~--~-/f·:_.~·:.~.:: \+~?;)~·•··'.~,:'\f/}~~~£~·-}lf} 
From time to time Charles would travel, awhile with .. the- wagon trains · 
passing through the plains. When. he did this, he would 'act as-"-f-·,=·;<~ .<,;) 
scout and als·o as .,blacksmith, a trade he ·to'o~ up .. in-h_is later .:y.ears·;r 

-\:::r:~ :\/-Iij_\t(r:~·:i __ : ~illli~f ilil~l!iltjf '."~l!1 



-~l . 2 . ·· -· ·. · .. ,.•.,,j:_·.,.:. . ,.· ···. :_~·:.r_· .... :f:;~iii:::\~~q~{1I;t~Yttt~~ . . 
· <Jt • During his· days as buffalo hunter, he ·supplied'. or :the>arm 

. s. •. at Hays- .. and it was in the Bird City area where h_e ··hunted :-,th~m. 
·· f.· . and hauled •· them· to the Fort in ::. ~aMenalso. had ·a -~·ontract _:to:~; 

.. f ., supply meat· for the contractors and gang which constructed the~: 
-~~ · Union Pacific ·through Kansas. During the years 1872 :through· i.87 
·/~ he roamed the wesyern plains hunting buffalo. i:_::,c-i?Cti\i;fj_.1i\:;>t·.tt~f ·· ,;.,;· ... 
Ji. Buffalo/ 'hunter~ in those early days dressed ~ti~'h\~:'~~~1;?t;·~-5'.ndia:~s·,_ 
\ using animal skins and living much as the Indians d i.d ;' :'./''.f'<l~Jl~!~};;:J 
.1:\ Many of the buffalo hides were sold at Fort Wallace Kansas. ·.(:s·,.·:rit~_;-:i'\:.~ 

. They brought as much as $J. 25 when they were getting._0tQp. prf'.ce·~•.;'.:_-.•,i/ 
or as low'.:~ as 6_o~.f.. · ,~·· .. • .. / ;· · . · . · . ~~/\·?~~0%~~J~~}//=i:~fff}§;Z{!:::~,,·Jfff{: 
William D Street;:who ·was.a· member '.of Company.t··19-th .. Kansas_9.avai'ry·;·- 
in 1868, ,as Charles partner in many rof his buffalo hunting trips•./;··. 

•"'' in 1875-7/i. William later settled in Oberlin Kans .and took up~~,~~\,J/~;J{/; )!1_ ranching.:··· · -, ' . ':·~ . . . , ... ·,:.:,:~JJ~1}t:t?/~l-j~•. ·.)?..'~/( :~ .. jj{z 
· Fort Wallace, when Charles. was a scout,, was one· of the most ::°7••:f:t•./~~·:<'~J ~Jf important. forts 9n the Western frontier in the .wars ·with the plains "' 

{~ Indians·.· ·rt was ·:the n fightinest" ·.·Fort on .the p'l.a l.ns .' as U S ·t;. ·• :it, 
~ .. army r-ec or-d s ciearly show .that more soldiers who_;were_fighting·~·tt·.-t~ 

. )ij ~::t::1~::; :~\~o::;r:6 ·t~ a2t'ii:~ ~~:iF!f ~if t~t!~ith~! ,~40::i\i 
,/ other f'orrt, in Kariaa s , • .The Plains Indians ,ade their biggest stand .. ::; 

:;:~ defending their buffalo hunting grounds against the slaughter_.:. ·: ~:,\ 
. $ . of the: buf~al~;: _'.::-:,~i--,::,-: : .. ,. , : .. · ·... · · - ,.< .. 7/ t~~·~;.:·~\:}·/" ·\i~~~;.::i1.)~i~;Jtt,jt_·~:;J:' 

- . :~~ Cutting. :thi-ough:·ttie:::he~ft.,c;f"i this :favorite. hunting~ground: was:}a ',:\{-/t({ 
· :=~ new route to the West,· parti'culary to the gold ·fields.•:. ~"·,:----.·:.<_I·~,~-::-~·,:•>: 

.. ,~.-.l Also, the· Butterfield Overland Stage trail ran through•·. this route~· · 
-~ It wasnt >.until the buffalo .hunters came to the area -~ that the <;. · ···.I 'Indians started ,.their r a.Ld s , . :The Plains Indians depended upon . ·;, ·, : ·.:! the buffalo for.their food, clothing and shelter •.. After awh i.Le.s. 
;f the settlers ·•. had to stop using this route and. soon the stage ,-;:._\ :}../-: 
.l .Li.ne a_;·••;~i,1:<~;~;f /'.t\0 .• ~t:0P•:.:_,- ::: . '.\:;::.:::,·.·..:;,'.·:t~\s?fi}:f~tf~1f~~{{'J~;:~~t~if!;s·.:~:iJtl 

.. :l\ The troops?at·.Fort Wallace were the ones who'.had·:.to act when·the·'·:·-it; 

.· :·.1:~-~1.•. ~::~::: ::~: ~:ttt::· of . hi~;,;:ips h~t~iJJftf f1~f~"if{~~1ll ·t \ he had an ,:outfit ·o'f iforty-tw o. men;' ·manynhorses and· a.Ifewcwagop:s. t::}~ 
·;. · He left Fort Hays·:.in September andreturned in"February .. -/,,'.,.;:,,:.;t{~;t,¾;~ 
'·:r,;i• .. He. hunted .. :orf'-:the· flats, between the ·Arkansas and Smoky .. Hill iriyers /.TP Y·i where there wereplenty of buffalo:' - .·At the end of the· trip· he had it'.:'·", 

.
·,.Y4.:; 5,700 buffalo- hides.·, As Charles pu~:. it"Yep, there'was plenty->~(;•;:-"ff 
·$,; of jack - in game .hunting for a· man who was a. good shot and good ;.:.,'2:f//.~". 
.:} hunter:•./',:'._:;;,1.. ··". _ <:~-<~· · · ,_ ·.-:.,. , - · .. ·· · ,·:~.:<{:VH;~Jf~?~,-.:5::;~~·/\~\1$;gl~~;t~:,.· 

Charles and his:'friend' William Street alsO did· s·oine trapping an9- .. ·:.}··: 
,:/ sc ?uting f ?r .· the· ,,a~my and had mar:y . ad ventures together ?n -the •:ci)iEi{f:St 
.-~ Driftwood 1.n Red Willow-country in 1875. One· of these times he<,~-ir-:.i:: 
.,.: and Willi'am were looking for some stolen horses that the Indfaris .:· 

had made off with, and both men remarked in later years that/they_.i·\:. 
era.me close to . being killed several times before returning· wt th;"': .. (';;:i--/'. 
the horses:~·~· _ ._· _. ·.... . . . . .· .... > ... - : · · .... ·•. tffif~f{f\~·f)J<·_:_?-:}{ftlttf;~!\ 
From time· to time Charles would travel,awhile -with the wagon trains:• 

- passing through the plains •. When he did this, .he would act• as· .fA~l::; ·:<C' 
scout and· also as 9lacksmith, a_trade he _'to'o~ up, in-~is_ later·y"~a:r:_.~ • 

.... ···. ;:,.··. •.·••.· ..• :, <•J•.·: •. (;;;{0;\;Df !f i[liJliif x,-~~,~~t ,f, ,,•· 
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·3 __ _.. ·E <\. \ . . •'.~.~,r._ .. ~_1;._·· •. : ... :_~_·_· •. ~~---. .· : __ •! ,-.·~-~--~\-~-~-;_:_•,.~--:·:·;_~.=:·~-~ ... _·,:.~~;~.·;,,.,'..~. ~--~-~~-J··.·.1 ·· . .-:~ ,,.: 
- "", •. ; ·_,.} ·.' ; . . :·~ :_ . .. -~· . -~- -,~½,~-~ ..,;-·~·-.' ~-. - ... ol-;;~\t 

·. Charles knew mariymof th~ ·rnd;ans · o:r the ·~rea ·'~nd:·:~~~s_ii_ed.-with\,-;:.,;t?~•:;· 
them often. He knew several different _Inq~an Janguages;,and · c ou'Ld> ·,; .. ",.,. 

k ·r 1 ·'"th ·them·-.~ · ... - · · ·· . ..:w•_,_ ... :· ·;- .• ~:-r .. - .. ff.~-~-•':--;.;_·-\--"?-· ......... .:. .... ,-_-ti•~~:~-1;- .... :i ..... ,.~•- ~-~·:"'-. ;_:-'."."', spea ree. y wi.. . ~ -: . .. . ._ ... ~:~:4·~ ·'.·· ... J· __ ?_-.'.\~~?.r.:J_4~-l~):-'1;:.~{~:""".t5-:~~!~/~~:~::· - · -.; .·-.-~:f-. ~-.~-,-: 
North of Bird City was the._.site o:r•.the·Trenton-massacre:where:-a: -~--:.:,.· 
wagon train. was _hi~ by the _-.hostile: Indians~· . .:;tTh~/nigh~:;b~fore~f4Jt:<;. 
the .battle• The 'ch l e f s came and told .. Charles _:they::were-going to '.:f;-f/"' · ·:. 
hit the wagon train next morning a~' -~dawnan~·~they·:·_wanted him tol~~f~::;_: ·· 
go wi tl). them. Cha,rle~ told them that t~ey, wer}!,, :p:opl~ .,of, my .Q~ .. nt·.'. 
race and I am not· go i.ng: t~ .. have any'th Lng ,to ;do:. wa th_J. t. -- · · ·)t}~f<.-, . 
The chief asked _if he was· going to ·warri them; .. a_D:d, ·he;_'.told thern/fi·{ ·.<~ 
"No, you.are my frie_nds,t90, _and .:I:am g?ing·;to"stayrout'~of i~J'.-i~\f.'.:: 
At this time Charles was .on .. his own hunting bu:f"falo ·and was -,~~,.,,,~&:-::~'-: 
better off stAYing neutral.. The .next mor-nkng. he -:went:,..·up on .,the}::.< .. :_·-: 
bluffs -and watched the '.battle through a pair .. ~_o.f':"field.;glasses~t.ift·•;::· 

. ·· .. , . . . . :· .. ·: .. ; .. • ···.:}i\· .. ·· ):4,:.,.: .. ,_-. i0?::.~·:{;~~;~~:4-;;,}$_$~>~ ..•. ;-,t:~".ri_f;&i.::t>;. 
c jarles spent a: lot.·'of t_~me· 'with Buffalo Bill:ft~_Cody'Y;.,and hun~e·d,~l,.-:~>:)· 
buffalo with h~m. se"(~r~J. :t·;mes ~~ 1~72 in. the. Wallac~\:_co:1nty area;:·: 
When Buffalo, Bill .was form~ng his Wild West Show"and_.:making plans / 
for a trip to London, he a'sked Charles· to '·gcf \vith.._hirr(and · be c:2(Ils_;:;;.T.r, 
in the show. Charles told·- him, " No, I dorrt. aan+ any _part o:r:>·ilt1v:7-:,. 
London." · In. these daya.ia s :. well as .. in later;'. years;>charles s tayed .:'.':. 
clear of crowds and · warrted. no part of. being _a:, s~owmaz:i~/\/':· > _:·~-·~a.t';:·~t,.~:::- ·:_ 

•. ;... '" ·, . :'} ---. : ·. ""-,\·~•';°' . f~·"-. __ , .. ,- - ·-- .. ~ .. :-::;::-.;.::., ... ·~_..,·:: ,44:;..·,..·~•-·f; t-i·;/~ ." ,/ '···~-·';:.:'"~ ..... }::·~ ....... -~- .. ' 
Charles was a-scou't foriGerieral Custer. and.c\vas-\vith him/oni iieverat _:··:: 
of his_ campaigns against th_e: India.1is~· On one_·tof_;·these·.:trips,·~:they i-_: 
came to an area not far from Fort,. Wallace,. ,vhere a:. young .. : ~,(:~::;~:_~_;-:-:: .. :.: .:i 
Lieutenant and his party•· had been ·massacred.:-\: As.:-buzzards circ·led' .•:~: 

.. above••- there was a,:,horril;ile_~ ~.tench,, in. the .. air.:. ~i(t: :\~~..;,:~: ::~:·•: ·. ,: ·-..-~t,:f:});···._-:.: 
Lt Kidder. wa$ on._his·way_-:to:,,join C~ster ·- A_nd·-~e-:and .hiii~rrien \•iere~?;•,: ... 
foliowirig Custer' s'.trail;."The Sioux· arid CheyenneS".' had~~le:(_t, them_ ,\!t-~Y'~ 
scalped and. mutilated.· The bodies _were put _.in· one g!'.aye :near"/·~·;·./:-\·:· . 
where :h.~y h8:d _fallen.:·. /~!;~.t: _: _ _ .,>·;t:~-'• · _\:)::~::;}'}{l}:i;,\i~~J)~ift;>f: · >-.'~:hff~i~:\· ... 
Not long after. the Kidder/massacre,. Lt. Kidders father~· who. was;}.:---"<_;> 
a ju~ge of. the area, arriv7,d at :F't:;WallaC?~_•. :The:•Ju<:1,ge::'.Nas · --~,-:~"t\~~4,;\_)'.·\ 
provided with an escort· with·Lt Beecher.".·.JUdge Kidder wanted_f,;.L.:,~.::: 
to t.ake the . body of his ,~·son. home,· .so he was _.taken to ;.~ll.e site -'C>f. -·_· ... 
the battle. To help make~·t_he trip·,easier1 •. for the ,•judge, an·:~t-\t~+- .. ·:.,· 
ambulance was provided ,:f'or:.Jiiiri to·,,ride in;·· and:·_.Charles :drove ·.the.::>,:_· . 

. • -_ I • • ~ • •• ~. I • -. : _ • • _ ~- ;_ • :-,- .--;,...;_....,,, , , 

ambulance and vrent wi th_, .. ~bem to help. locat~: the ·graye:·~:',:; . .;;',;;;~ :;•.°\;l~:~t~/·'\; 
·: ~~· _. . ,.~ .. ~_ ...... \· ~.i/~? -_- ·~~:~ki¼~i~-- ~-~;:"~-!~~~=.-r~ -/~:-.:?-t:~?~~:--t.~?.::;:~-L~:-~ +:~;~i~~~~~-~:-:.:it~·~~J · _-:;~~--;- .· 

Charles -·once t9ld. of a. ',greenhorn' "-":who· 'joined·· him ·ptj:~:a/ hunt-:·,•~:•.;.~~- · . 
he was _a, very sickly looking person.who :the _doctors -{:Jiad. told\.\'{Sttt:::·. ·, 
would soon die •. During· the::hunt/.he. became· .strong,.<ancf'by: :i=he:/t'_ime; 
they returned; hf.was he_a:1:thy and stayed in .. ;~he. ar_ea:_an~ li v~d;J{t~- · ., 
many. years. . .. · ·:_: · .. : _·. ~J,1Y\s: .,, ·a:·ff:;:->;~::t¥t{~St?i;~~J1\1::1~;~;~:t :,:{t85f/- xf~:ft 
There ARe manystories of·Charles'·and his :contact)N;t~h:>Gehe~a .. ---.,_:<·: 
~us~er and his ill - fate~ trip to the Little ···]?_ig __ Horn. ~;~•~il.;~i.;;,/:~'.~:~t~;~ )( 1 
.•... "'L~- .·· . - . _·,_ ' .. -:· .:· . . .... -:·•-"-.' --~-· .• .-· - ... :,~_~i>_,':-"t'.-...;.:~··--,.P~.•-~· _ .. _~~~,,~':-"f"_Y: ·_"':: 
It was told by Charles ·that General Custer· had :asked·±hirii ·:·,;o · go::?tf -:<:·. 

• • • • . ' "'·'/\ • _. •• ••; - - ~: •• ·, • ·:_•:• , • ~;.:_l\~.j.-' • -~ ,~---~-~• :t~-~>;-. .. _.;_,::•;.:jf?-!;.._,..:· '•. 
with him as a scout when he left for the Little· Big ·Horn.~: _,·,J,z';;'::.,,.T:\·· ·· 
He had agr:eed and set up a. meeting:·place, but Charle·s.·arrived\.too : 
late and Cusrer and his Seventh. had already gone •. <\::01• •••· :·:::,f.'-:.;; . .:t·(. 

... _.;"' ·: 
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one of his hunting partners was :"Deadwood ·nick'' .and 'once· to1f:·6f'.'.·<''-/.\ 
a winter spent together hunting buf'fa.Lo ;: The snow was ·four feet··<_·,, 
deep and they peeled the bark off the trees to get food for . ''.-'::'-,,~·,_·c· .-, 
theur horses. The hunting party felled over __ 2,000 of the .starving · '. 
buffalo and fired only a hundred __ shots. ,,\;;":_; __ )-',';)< -:, 0·:;f;~f(\·:\; ·:_ ·,;:..- .. ~r:/>~, · \/·: _ _ __ · . , . . : :.·,/; .. \r-/ :_ :_?:t(.:-t~fr:~~tft<J~it~;J;?{:~f:~~~iir.:··· 
Charles knew many of the Indian Chiefs,· among them Chief James·.:.:' · 
White Cloud, and was with him when he celebrated·.his 99th ~?;···c.•. 
birthday in 19.39. - He was an Indian Chief i_n Kansas as. well as . _ _- " 
an Union officer· in the Civil War~ Another ,Chief that Charles· ,: _ .. _ ._-;: .. 
knew was Red Cloud, who was one of-: the most savage _" and most. widely ' 
known Sioux Chiefs. At_ the age of.three Red Cloud was kidnaped _ . 
by the. Indians and even though in· 1ater years had the opportunity : __ 
to live as a white man, -r e t ur-ned to the Indians to live his life ... t 
as one 0~ th~m .. / -}'/~; . _ <~-./ ·, .. -:--~//l~~~f.\~~----':7';~·-;·. c/tJ;_;r~>~::·"::·.~:- t·-.~;:,-//i;:~:x· 
Fort Hayes supplied troops ·to check the· 1a:st'.raid of,'•the taeyennes ._. ··: 
and one of the brAVEST DEEDS _OF THE Frontier.'.\··.The fight of ~> 
Col George Forsyth against· the Cheyennes was an. incident of · ;::.·.,·•< .• : 

this _campaign.·<·,:·_.· •- · -~::~:~j,~---'.<:<:;_. :-\~(f{~)> .~tJJ~:;;~jJ1:l~f:,\I§t?':·< ,.;_;!i~\_\\/.{ 
Old Rr,man Nose; ~he f'amousrCney enne Chief: was displeased by_·the , -~- :,·:·, .. _ 
advance of the Kansas Pacific railroad and with a. band · o·f followers 
went on the warpath. -·Col. Forsyth ·, with. a .force of ·picked men 
from Fort Wallace and .Fort Hayes, including Charkes, started out to 
rid the coun+ry. 9f_ this .band , They followed ""t_he_.Republican _river _ .. 
f?r -t~~:._~ay~_:{~tt?yt ..• seel~~--~f 'J?~\a.ri_-;-}·f~~~f~i~~~::trf;{i_;~f~;}/JL~~?ttff~ft-~-~r-- 
Near the end of .;the track.on,.·the Kansas Pacific Railroad,a wagon 
train wa s-a+tacked and t1ilo men was ·killed. · ·Forsyths=- scouts follow 
the trail left .by the Indians and while encamped·onthe Arickaree 
river, in Colorado, they were attacked by a·large party of_:···,_-:.·_. . 
'<heuenne s , Ar-apaho 'and Sioux.· The, scouts scooped out· shelters·.~.''._:"··< 
in the sand and used their. horses/ which were soon killed, to _.:{·-{:·. --; 
help form a barrier •. · The Indians _would not have been so brave -~·:. ·· 
if they aad known the Scouts were ·armed.with Spencer. r·epeatingf·:: ... :-- 
rifles. - .. · ~-· ".:~:-.-,~- ... ~i:.}·'· ·v ::·-·:~··:;:·-~;-;: .. ~<f·•·· • .. :-· · }:~:{;.:._<, ;:.--~-: ·: ·:_:}/.:t~~\;}.;:·- . .-._ .. ··~~".i-(·.=:;~_.~~-:;-~~~~v>~::.··~i/ .. _•:··~:,...;:·.-;; __ \,::·>~;J~~(_~-~-;'.f 
For three. hours. the Indians· rested \'and· then resumed :the. attack',>,._·· "· . 
led by ~oman -~-o-~e; "._: (i~:~{;;;z:-~_,.:_/ ·· • •-· -ti!~\:::::-.-: ::;::=i?J~i/~~j:f:~·}ti~1}?., _J}J~{~~".} ft 
That night, ·two. sc ou+s. slipped· through the:-'surrounding··:r · dians\'_~ ~: ;__ · 
to seek help at Ft.· Wallace, .70 miles away:.·.They got._thru and . .-::.:.-"~: -· 
returned the. 5th day with-- help. Forsyth was severely wounded •.. :: ·::/. _\ ·.: 
13 Scouts were wounded and five killed, inc,uding Lt.:.Beecher.·--~.:.-:.-_ :, 
Among the dead· Indians was Roman· N 6 se . and, Medicine Man. . ~ .. 

.... . .-'.'.::" .. ' . -.· . . . -· ··.·. . . .,_ ~- .. ~~-···.--~---:\!~~·:,· ~- ·. 1-:.-•--~:: .. :; . ,.-- . .._,._~.-,-,," ., 

In later yrars, Char Le s , . with a.·r.eminiscent <shake df_~his head '-c~.- -• 
and thoughtful gleam in his eyes;said, "Yes,Sir,·. -<:\.< .-, .. ,·. 
that is the. only place ·where I.~thought I would never get. out ·a.iive. I 

•• : • '• •• ,:,: V .•, • : • .. •••: '.' • •••,,:• •• ~~-3:-,•'.• .. •;• •••• • -"~'2- • ... , • : ., •• 
During the battle 'of Arickaree, ·a· fellow· scout was wounded· and·--- .. 
his finger was just hanging. Charles told him to "cut the dam thjmg 
off" •• The man couldnt do.it, so Charkes did it for him.: : -~, .,~- .. ·. 

:,; ... 

, ~- . . ·-:. -~ 
' -:- ... 

'· _ _,,. .. ·~,,·--- . 

.. t 

·~ "; . . - . ·' . ~--: ~- -· .. -~; . 
~ ~. - . .. . ~ 



···:,·::rr·'.' ·\::l:-::;, ~?!;;.{· '~,iitl~@,~lll!~t;f:~t tii~ 
·_When Charles···signed up .,for Forsyth Scouts•, and the~>time he '· .,:1·~1~;r:.0·_:;·> 

. was at'Ft. Walla9e_and Fort.Hayes, .he jused the name k~J.· ENTLER·-~"'.:\,-:·, 
~):1·'1This was his step-mothers· maiden name , he being und.er- age and .-·-);,·>- 0, 

~-~:::.~;,:'fact that he had'ruti away rand his family were trying-to•find him/··.·:-::.'.'.t 
-· ~]:r, used this, namd so his fat~er couldnt\.~·J.ocate him •. • .. ·-\~&;{:>-:. ·--~~Jt:;_;._-('./\~ 

:tr~Dnring t_he later years, lus fellow: ecout s wan~e~ him -t<? clear ~-;:Ct.2i1:(-::: ·•< 
·, ·f .. ,, this with the government and get his name officially on the · ... \.'\::,/,: :· > , ~f'if monument_ that is :::now Loca'ted at the .:site '.of ·the ba.trt.Le ;: .but _·:•Ifl~t-·:. i 
. r · he never did. He said he knew that· he was :.there and- that was, )i,~':$,.c: '._.· :: 

'enougn, In later __ ;years, !1e.'would take his frien~s ~!1ere,_ to -~;t_;: .. ~r;/\r? 
the site of the battle, ·and show them. where. everything _p.appened.;,;,,:,·._·. _. · · 

_ . · -, ·.. ._ . ::~ :;~~. _ ~1~'fyit~·: :1;>:~t:,;f .... :.0{<:->~t(\tti: . .!-tl1.1ti-/: ,.,.~; -:. ,:;_~:£tl::;¾~ j_~-- · .• 
year 1876 seemed to be:?~he y4ar 'that,. Charles -and.imany of ;~·}J$~~-!.~_-f-\_;. 

his old buffalo hun'ter s friends parted and went .their-,own ·waystJY''.~ · :;,;:,'· .. 
'rt was this time ·that the·' <hliffalo were; getting scarc-~/·a.n~. it .;_//;}\ :·· . ,: 

t h f • t h t • 'f ; · h O d · ,., · ;;.,.. ··' :: '-:-e, • •"··." c .: _ _- · ",-;;,··~''s~s; · ',·. · •· "· ~"-~:!J, ,,,_>._.,. • ··' wasn · muc pro i . un ing or i es •. -.· - .. ,,.:9:-=.?"",c:..c_:_ .• · .. ,._ ·-.,· • .. -:~-- •• · :. . ._.t .. _.,~~~,t==··, ., .. , 
_ ·Ee and two other men joined_.:~ wagon rtr-a Ln fron(~r·Wi(?hita, arid were·::,·_.''. ·t 

·•· •. ,i·'.". ,•signed on as scouts •• They: were ambushed by Indians .a,~d .lo_st :,,.,~,:;.,'-~f{? >{. 
_:. everything but their guns .. and what ,t~ey had :on. -~/: .. ft.?f\:~~·-~~- -· · -· _::'f?ft<· _ .. / 

• V • ' • :.,~; .>: ~ • .->,;:~;~,~~:'~J~r;~,C~~•:~••: ,J :~~{~: _;.,_,.,;_;- • ;~~-~t:t?~~~~~,2-i}>•:t~ ... •-:,- .: ::: } ,~:\';~?~t ~•: •.' •~'.·•.•;\< 
Soon after .the Civil War~ ·:charles _.hired···crut~~to- ·ctrive~~a..7.nerd ot~:~,j: .. t> .·: ,: . -<~ .. ~ Texas cattle from T_exas to~ Abilene /;~Kansas. At that -,time',·, railroads· 

>:/~~/ .were being built across the -plains,.tand the-Kansas.Pacific Railroad 
-· -;:}:~agreed to build stockyards~at Abilene •• Some ·.35,OOO:·arrived in ~1867, 

• ·, _ :.~;i::.~.double that number in 1868~.- ChARLES .HERD was- .tpart Lof .. this great~,- ·-:··. _. 

·.•.·· :,·i~~:~:/~1? ~y;;~~~~ i -~~\rr~Jtti;tcti}tf h~~~l~t~~rif iift 
1"!': through the years •. _Once while carrying· the mail to- Fort Hayes ;:-;r:-~;..},;.,-/ ·-::. · 
.::.~- ' . • .. -'.;•:~ '. :• I·• , .;.·•• .. •·~••. . · •·;.- •'.•· • • .. •.:';, ·:• ' .• .: ; ... ~~:/j}~ ; • • ,.':},\rr::/: . .,•••~•••' < 

· he was_. ambushed by: Indi"ans _ and shot through the chest. _w1.th:tan :. ·.'..(\t "'· , 
row. He· broke the ·arriw and rode :on some 50. miles .to>Ft Hayes-r=.~~;.:·> 

; -·::~~~ . - . . ._ J~i\~ -.:~ - . :.:.· :-_ "/f ,~ ~-:· ·_ , · . - - :{::_jf ~ith~sifur~i~)J(fJJ:~:/~ir.~if2t\'.. j1i;r/:i~th.,-;:: 
,··:;:;-~Charles en Joyed through·_ the··years ,.-·lce·e:p1.ng -t;rack of his :·fellow ··.rt.: ·, - :'.: 

_ --~-;:~scouts and Indian ·-fighters~):-~ One sl:,lch:':person was CHarles A Wind.<?lph; .:: 
".:\~z'who was the only.known survivor :of-1'.the old:·7th- caval:r:y. ":····.::·r.,-i~'i'~t:>_~ -•:. 

::.:.;{·•} · uring the battle· of the. JJi:ttle Big )Iorn, .. he was· one -_o::f :the_ m~n:.):{.:'.;'. . , 
:·-::it ho too~. part in .. ;_~~:~~ _:~-:J~~-~~}.bf :R~~~)\¾~~~:7-::<::.j(\.:;i~:;~J~ii~~?{·~~-i :• ·,-f:t;£f{i:_<:05f 
:- :'0f\\(Another ·old friend:.--i,vas .Fr,a}'.lcis S.·Ishnian;··who livedifr~:Beaver~_Ci-'y __ / __ .-:,, 
-".~ /~':~and homesteaded the same :~ime Charle_s .did;. H:is -~amily;,,~~m~-- to.~:that::_ .. "';6-c.:. • . d _, •b. f .. 1800 ., ..... - ... ·-· - - .. . . . . .. ,.. ··~ ..... , ..... ,.,.,, .... . · .. ;_;~k~"~area in a covere ··wagon· e ore· . ~--:;;L:· ·., :···::.::,·::·~-~r:~-.:;:/:·'t·::.~~~:-~~. (;-~• ;.;-·:•,i-?~-"t:f·: · ;.t ?: . - ·= • • .-. :".t·~:-, - .· • - ~ :~l'fi;~· : ·::,:_:.>,~Y~tlt:~~:f:f,)·:~--,~, !~,~~It•fg.:~?:~~l\-}t:~}t,I.:'-'.:'· 
-·.?,, ·/:a;His old friend and·. fellcnv··buffalo hunter~ 1John T Spaulding~· tried:-~_-c·' .. , 
/·~ _;;;many time to get :C_harles t? come to _Deadwo?d,-·~s~u~h. (Da,k~t8; fo"!-'~i/_{:i..:t:··< 
,. · f.,the parades held on Frontier Days,:. Spaulding wro-ce in 'one of : . ••::.:"-' . ..-:' .. -~ 

. ·:: -·_his letters to Charkes, -,,We will have a great time and =since you,:·;:: ·<·:-·\ 
·: '.=,1:·know Deadwood Dick and he.·kriows them· all." ·-Charles was~·never m·uc11·· ·· ·. 
:: . -- ''.~for crowds and ·admitted he wasnt a shovvman, ·and for. the most part, .. : 

~-, · · }'.\stayed awayfrom these events.·.· In his letters, he told· of~any of .. :· ,· 
~'his friends and people he had met thru his years as a Frontiersman~ 

.i- · but he wrote often to his old comrad John T Spaulding~ ·And in ·,/.·:~-: . _, 
~ the 19JO 's he went to see him and after 54 years since _ they had>~-;::;·~ ·. ,, 
S(:en each other, you can· be .. sure they had much to tell, each other.<.-:, : 

.) 
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. -. -.-.. ... . . .::::;I :::iit~ttti~ii'tti~ilictlf!~it.1! 
~ In 1930, · Charles visited an old. friend-'in Beaver''City, ,Wif1:..Y:;:t .. ·•-~: 

: ~:,f;~ Sevier ,and he · reca]led this story: In 1868 a band o:r_;cheyennes {.,,,. <;> 
· .. ~; ... :. and Arapa:10 Indians stopped in the area and held a council. ;>; ·:'J\- . : ... 
'JJ.· One of the young braves· m~streated an Indian· maiden .and the_ ~ \i<'.:_·~:_.-< ·: 
:.,:.~~•penalty was death. . .'··-; __ · · · "·• _; __ ,.·:·_-~_ '·/. ----/::- ·.\:.;-_.""·: .. ::_, .'".,?j~;;;.,,,: __ ,,·-:,:~'" 

. ·d:_: The unfortunate brave was executed and his·, body buried in· i creek~ :.'.:. 
,f~it on the farm owner by Sewer; No :trace of .the_ brave· could be· f~~--: · .--,-_ 

· :'.;'.it found, but Sevier. found .an Indian stone hammer .head : -in<the creek· . 
-;~~ and there was no doubt -· that was t~e weapon_ used ':in the execution. : .. ;\~. - . ,' < . . : : ·., .. :.,' . _. . . . V;>';','/:,> •. : :,,;;_'-' ':f·.:~J.:;: .• ~\t?~'. i:fb;:/? .. ··-~tti'i~~; .'. \ 
-~, ¥" Charles' felihow scout recalled· the time Charles .was>"scouting \:l·t?·., ·:·_; 
'-.}""1 with the Army _o·ut of Ft Hayes and the young .. Captain .. who ·was iri ?}J>"· ·--~ :·. 

· '}': charge of the scouting party· surprised a group of· Cheyennes ·that,, · __ ·. 
-A~ had killed a group of settlers. The Indiand ·were camped on i/~::"·:-:'0• ·, • ·_ 

(~ Beaver river and he saw them take -their positions and ·waited :for' .. · · ·: 
: .. ~-.;f~ dawn before opening up on· them. ·" I was in -the area )'lext .day " __ ... ;;?::· · :·:: .. . ... :_,,,.. ld. .d " d · ·t· d -:iz ·d ·'d Id. "--:. · :. :·,,_,._ .. ··· ·· ·•i~--•-•. ·•· -:, · ., ~~ Spau ang sai_,_ i.'.'".an c oun ~- ✓ ;..,e_a., n a.ans •. ; .,.:··,:·· ...... ::&#t-.:.>-· 'i,.-;~:" ... ;:,;:;·:-ht;, ,,y ·· .. ·-:·:.ft · -·• -- . ·._~/:1:;/·· · ·_:··;;::?,.f\ · -._ ,·./\·Ji< ';;'~r!'~:·:tf~:5\~~~~:::~~~:c··:·:,...:i(/~~!.5:i· .·':} 
.. :i?~, Charles :r:-od~ w_ith the blc:>od,iest of. the Indian ,fighters· •. ~- Ainong·//;:::..J 
.. ·::}JL them_ was MaJor General Samue L Cur t.Ls. of Ft-Leavenworth~-· He felt . 

~;:..,; there-should be.no .peace withnthe -rndians until they;had suffered 
--~~). more. Curtis was once commander of.;the Department _of<Ka.nsas •• ,,;-..~ _ ; · ·.,~,;1 - ,_ :.. . .. ,, :·· .-- ; _,'- .. ?"'.t,;~ i' :;~_ .,,•'i' . .-t=-i.-/._:'.~_·'.:sf}:½~~~ --·_;;<_;:~;;::~~-f/- . .:. / .. 
>": Buffalo Bill Cody_ was Chief Sc otrtlf'or- the '.5th Cavalry:·rrom· 1868 <. - - -:A! to 1872, ·the same time Charles was scouting with Genl Custer.'~.;~_~,/ .... · . , ::i~, It was- Buffalo 'Bilk who:j:·.ode in:.after .the·.battle- o:t:the Little~}-; .. -·,;-::_,::} 

_--,-,_;~"'~ Big Horn 'and took,a-''scalp:-..-fre•sa.td·'he did:·ft for Custer~': ?.::~j:-~~-:-· '":\ 
<• .... ·~Ji . :,,:. • '_,-..._ .,.··~'?"-~·•:····. ·. ', ... : .. :,~ .··,·., "\•1..:••,.~•_:_-~ --~_,,~ ·;~·•';.••·r,~·~--;::':'.·~·::•·.:.. :•-V 

.. ·. it Another Scout Charles rode/with was. California Joe \vho was· a.Lao .<)i; ;3-. Sc?ut ~i th Genl .Custer·;·:_,and was /at the -~~,oo~y _bat~~.e,_,:=>f _,the, __ ;t/::.~ .. ,~ 
.' ~i·.l'\ 1/ichi ta, where_ Blacl Kettle· yvras killed. ,',, ;Jo,: .. _.:·.-.~ .. ': _-. ·. <~: :::';-- >:·~::':'.:~T"'"'-;,..;._':._ · .. _ : 
:~) Others. were . Ge~er_ai .. sully' an expe~-i~'r~ce .. I~dia~-. tighte~: \.-~ '~~~~:·:~;;:-c·"'_~:-_::~ 

. <"Ji States, General' Oakes. served in the Mexican War, on 'frontier. d_l.lty . >; 
~ ···\land in Indian fighting, .. He "was severaly·wounded twice'' •. , · .... ;:_;;,,-Y,::,;j,::,•,.,. ·• .. - .. :"-::fi , -.~- ·· ,,.7'- •• ~~ - - . :::-:/'>=· ·_,: - ::-':·1¢~< ·,<,it .-·r :\:~:,;--~· .. :'i.i'/t-::,.·--- ,t<~=~<ri~t:ct:,;<_,>_'.; 

.·:,i"-i; In 1874, ·a. band ·of Cheyenne Indiani;'·were ha:as·sing , the, settlers-~•<:-··.-~:·.~ 
. : J~ along the· Beaver and Sappa·.cr.eeks, '.by stealing cattle _~,and running ·-,_. 

·· .. -. ,·:f off horses. · The band had .masacred. a white family ·and-:, the U S ·. :~~h:. ·· ··_·_ 
-· ,-, · ;_l cavalry was scouring ·the . plains for the marauders. :0.\A. group of/'-/. :.:· 
,~- ~lj buffalo hunters: joined in· t_he campaign against the ·Indians •. Th~\~:-·-:-· 

··.-~group of Buffalo·--hunters .. found the ,band of ··Indians and ·wai ted.·-:t~>;-··,, _ 
'< ' '-~ for the right moment t'o. move in •.. The hunters spaced_· properly ~~.P\F . 1

, .> -~{i apa;rt and opened fire, ·sending manymto the Happy Hunting Grounds;/· 
·.· ·:; ?he Indians who were· confused, imagined the whole army.under Genl •.. t 

. "". Sheridan had moved in. · Only one Indian was left· alive, ·a· young<' .. ':·, . : .. :. 
:t lad who ,was later known as .Yellow Hand. It is· not .known for sure ·. -.:· 
::-' whether_Charles was among this group~ but ,any_of .his .. hunting partner" 

. were, including +Old Coon" _. •. ·. : . -._ ·\{,~~:.- :. ;· .. ,:_';:.'~{.:\ .. ::. •_, .. '.~t~'i?~L.' ·. <· 
J • •' C • :;, • ••:~•• \, •••,• ..... •:"" •./ -•.:~••/.,;:~c-.:,• -~• .... -•/• ... •:'•_!,~••'.'f:.:..:•. •~•• •'• 

· ,Charles, in his later years loved to.travel a:rid'at·the-·age of.:/91' ·- · 
: bpught his first car from ,a .dealer in Bird City~ Kansas. It waii- __ a · 

. · Chevrolet and he and his driver, .John Timmons, ,would'-set out f'.or·: • < 
- visiting family and friends. . .. ,,.: . ·. ,:.,.-, ',c_:L·-,·•.;_: ... :- .. \<: <,.·, > .f:s:'f.C:f·. ,,. . .! 

' f 
•.;. 

,'. ", •~ :l .. 

. .. ..... :, ' 

I, ,(• 



7 ',;:;~\';;t;!{t 
. In.19.'.39, he was the_guest 
· Legion of Bellville ,Kansas. In 
· where · he. hadnt been for: 6.5 years. ,In Topeka he visited 'his , ::cf·;·: •. : :Y·,. 

·,;;/ grandsori, _Wal t_er._ V Cor-mack ,' and en-joyed telling him and "his."wif'e·~ ·:~: ~ 
_1::< Leena, his stories of the old day_s·.y;al ter reme.rubers::.]1im showing· _ :·: . .;_i 

_,,.if.: him his many ~r~;,1 wouri:~-~· received-in Idd;,~!\.~_~t"!,~es_(/_:•:~-::.>.sJi~~~;;\;=-.\)· 
; ' • • • • -~- •• J ., • • ·:,; ' _.,,. • ~-)t-; ·;:":· .• ..... t?f_}~~~\{~'/:r~?i,f' ':, :;c>()~ ~· ·<~\r 

In 19.'.38 he. was: one_.,·of · .. the ··J.58 Civil War veterans ·.-:::invited: bi· '. ":.':' 
,-.: ·• :, , I," ·,• )._ f::·:?'. • • •I"(~ .• r, . ,· . • .• .• .......:• ... .-:__ 4,- ... ~:.,!":: ~.:.:1:-:,·,'/•.~~-f~:;::..:~,;_\;;~7:- - {:.r_t.~::•f-,:•'-- ... ~:{, ,._..,f 

President Roosv,e1 t to attend the Blue and::·'Gray::__-;,Reunion: at :~fl'. __ ;t?J'if 
Gettysburg. At· ·that time, <J.58 Civil war veterans ·:I;.ive~ iri..,Kan~as-- ; .. ,>·~·-;: 
abd iver .5,0001·-~ttended fI'9tn all_ over- the:,country.\.Charles a.cc~p_ted "· 

- • • • • a ;, • .. ?'- •.:;·_!_ '-.,: •.· ,;!"~."<:.,,:.• _·· · ... -~~.-' ,':.~:,!!. 1··",._ '-' .', -••.· ~~{_, ~-;.;·,~;.~:::,., .,,.~~··-:,•,,· .... ·,.,;,:, 

and enjoyed ·being a ·guest-1.of the Untied States:,. cver-nmerrt a: \!;,. ..-~)if-:, 
-~ -;i,;:-::...· -~-::-:~·.r. -· ... ·- -~··t··•\_i'-•~· . · •. -:,-- ·-•; .'.-: ·-· -~~---\·.~- ·: ... :i::_:_~{: .. J:.: ·:.1'.~. ---i:--J~:::-~~.i.-t~~ .. _---·-:·..:;.:~:-r.--t:. 

He also yis.i ted( the .. si t'e ···o'f'. his· old frierid=-s: 1a·st';~_batt1e·, '.Lfttle\.;t/i 
' .. -~_,:_.;\,.,~:- :·: .. t·:;; .... /r;, . - _.-. - .-- ·. ·. ·• .:•:,·..__)~,--., ~ ~-- . ·-·,:.:~ ... "'" ~~:;.'U::.>:_ •. .!~~1(· --~--~--- ._ •_:;;);-;':~f~>"-!~f:1.~··t-:·, .. 

Big Horn.,- and:;en.Joyedihaving his picture,.~~ken::: near_~;Cu~_ters .. ~~?,ve./; 
. -,~,-:t •, ~{ .. !':;;; .. ·,.•·. • -~ . ., : .. ··••'?"··:,: ,. -. . •.·, ,".,·. __ ·. .-.-:-:;_::"•.··>· ~.,_..,.-•":'-·.··,A-.~~ .. !t:""? .. -··:.~:. -.• ""··:~~~)•~-~~~---;Ntr 

He always<i:-eg~rded. ouster_ as. be Irig: the Ldea.L: soldier arid·:sa.id':mf./ t.~ 
~ . \,~- •. . ;"-' :,,• ~, • - ·. . ~ . ,_ ' ' . ,. . . ,... • . • :··~· \:_ ~~- ~ . ~- ~- --:ff- .. _:_.•'-~ ;, : ... _ . .,-,..·=/~~-} .: : , Y!:/L~'..."':. .'~. :--:;: '. 

many times .... ; that,.-was why: .he -vtca:«. his, hair. Tong~·>:· In: his .. earlY;';;..il;:<::::./_ :,;.'::';:: 
. ·.'t :.::·· ~-~- .-. - "'. ·-~.-. . ~:, r <,, . :. .... ,~--~ .. : , . __ \;-~ >· .:. -~ _ _.·. ·.~ .. :. ~_:;.·-~-- -v ;· . .":~;~\·~.:f',;~~=~--i~~:~!··\ 

years,· .he .·wore __ · i ~ .Long abd .wa s known. by the_ ilindians a.s L ??-g:Hair :_'J.0;,;;~ 
..- .. :t~ • 0 •., ·- ••"•~• ·~ • .;.._, ~ .... .,_ O •• :,. ,: • H -•·: • • • ·- ;:.- .. !.~ •:.:.•, .,.- ... :-j~---:• ... ;~••ti'"'J:'.·•-~~,.,-.::•~•'?i~~-; 

and in· ~his'.-;,la ter· -years tie returned~ to wearing .it long;i,''··.·i';-:"_:,,,Sj :t;'.~F:~t 
.::· · ;-.,,.->-,, ._. ·· --~·,.rr, ··... ,··: ::·-:,;:-. . :·:_;~~..IrL, .;:,:.,'~.-'::"·~;,..:,;-:::2!· .. 1'.;:,~~*~·~lf·\<f 

Charles 'seemed _.:to· have i~~-- ·grea \ sense of humorand· man:t: stor°ie:s~~cif~::: «::, 
his . j ~-~~:~~e;~/~~~f~-~_-bi}if~fiP~ 0 :-1-~{?f ~. B~z;ii.Z~t;~i"-~~r~ct¥i/}Jif~~;11 f 
Charkes _was very short, only- five feet, seven-incnes·,tall, ··and }:;s.c:_ . .-i-~;'t-; 

, , •• ,:'.,· ..• • .:::-:,-;.•,:_:' . ~- l . '· -_,".I·.• :~ • .. '.-c. ;. _i~,.- .•· .-•-: -." . · .. :-. ·.. ··--•~ '.":.-: . -·-_-,,~'!'.'.,';~~~f.},:··•";'~':-.:.:· 

had ve.ry .short· legs. · So he .:sawed: off the legs of_:his chairs/\:;~ ·. L · 
.,' .•· ·.("\·-~>ot ... ,;, '-il'._,•\\• _ tL •":· ~;'· ••--::•~\,•;_ •• •·• ~ •.• .-·~.,- •• ;·,.•::,=. ,.~_.;,">';.:~~.r.~~\,'_•<. • 

He 't1secf:-~o · ge~t\ti,:· kick ou·(_-_of inyi tihg ·. peo.ple·· who1-:<:11:cl~~- 'k!16_v~~/~;~V,f.' ,:,:•.' 
• ·._• - ....... ··. -·~}::--: :· ._. ... •.· - - -~~- .. ·-•·· ·.- .. • ;_.·:·;:.J·.:r~~--"';.{'/::;·· . .,,:_-.: :~·.·-.:=1.~~-• .. -~!"-;:;,,-~.,_--:-.· 

this to sit. down ·and tl1,en would laugh at them •. , .·:;.. . .:-'.':~/-:e~:-·~-i-~'fic·_+}i;i;i: ~ · ··· ~:_. .. , 
_ ·~:-· . ':?t:)J,i:~~~?1F:: _·t(:rf)iL: ... · ~~>\.-f/!if>'.··, :;)Jt'.·:>./f~iff$j}f}~f:Jftr&.. ~t:l:\ 
Mabel,· 9ha~-i'es·~d~ughter:,Jrj.; la'N~ · w~f~ ·of Cu,rtis, :_·rem~'nibereq:a-~jo)ie' }}:· 

·. tje pl.ay_~((:~-~ ~i~};}~~ . ~'.~;·~~~i~g ~h~/}E:_.:gu~. \5i\::)v.~~:_: li~~~~ ;,~i :1ii~-?:~:;r 
firing. it_ '.yihil~.: she )iad ;_ h9td· of 'i-~ ~. ,: . " He_ :;:_knev,, ;tha t:.:i:t wa·s loaded . ·~:- 

- . • .·_.·: .. -~~ - :~ ·· :._._:-:;- __ ,;;. .. _ ·. ~-----='.·_.·~·,,.: .. :i_~~-/- ~.\_:. ~:·:-~- ----~-~=f~:~-:··: - .. _ :·i•·._::~~1:::··~-~rt~.-.:<-.~?:;£::-1.:J!!½~ :::!·;_~::J;./~:-iir~6 

• ;!..:~~('i-t and J. t really scared. me" ,:z,_.,. ,, · . · . •''"'>'.";;-.;·,,: , ·, ~- : s-,,,.,,1:~•,-,t ''t';,;;_-'?~~"''llt·J~.-£•,i•·: '.;:, · .;'•. ,., , 
• ••<•~•; ~ • ~. 0 ... :•:•:'• I . •'!•_. :, ,,J~-~;.:.::·t/:~• •::\,, •p .:••':. ;~~:(:;~_/-'••< O •,,::-::_•~-~~,}(. '\'\:. •• ~f~1?~-=~~,,.~~~~-~:;;~\1t",::~t::~•{•:·">ir-B\~, ~ .,~(:,:·#~~ 

ChARLES ALSO~- t.old- a>:talefof. his buffalo hunting· days:::~when:;'.!they:--:1--:·::<~t< 
had a· greenhcfrfr with them'.-·on. the ·hunt. This greenhorn'~ rolled· up-';f.J,.>tt; 
in a green buffa.16--hide'/orie .cold night and :it frozeK,during,_~th~;:;,:<, .. :~:· 
night~ H~ would. •lau~h: al),qs:+"te+l. o:f;.,_;~he time,<they, p.ad'";ge1;ting·f,~i&f)J\·:Ji 
him out of it.··· ·,'~:·,./' . ;,.-.•,_;{:.;;-· ·::: :.~'-t~.~. . . .;:I·g."-t·-;:~~'·:h'li.~:::~0~t<f;:;};::·,;,:;.J:~t~;,f__,.\''):·~, 
When Charles got a'._· toothache, he would get.''one ·of'hfs. tongs and~'-.,,·.~" 

;:1 just pull the one· -tha t was .giving :him the, :trouble. He .pulled., all~ · :· : 
'.·::t·. his own teeth but :two •. __ ,,,',: · ·_ -'· <\ ,· · ,i:::,-,:·~· ':-~i,>:.:Z-,/,.f ._ · <~:)i~<--~·\: 
-~-,. Charles _carried 'a cane with him most of .the time· in .his later:'._A/,::--_ ;: 

<?J · years, but seldom used· it. He would leave· it somewhere and ~,~~:C:i.:\'··.i,:'.:-' · 
d· 1 t ft· h ·t· f 't · ·•.·-. ·_·~-.--.,.-,, ... --··: ·-~·-·.;.._:.- ·- - ·,,.,, . .r~:.-::..i;.::-'_,,;,.-- -··:_-::..-:·:· .. spen o s o _ ime un ing or i ~ ,. .. -> · ,· · .-:-.. ;?, t-.;-~.:,.:, · ., ·. ~.'..._~ :;,"--' ~-,:-··,·,:•' 
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..•..... ~,;;," ... •·· 7l?t.. · :;t,:-'~· :frti~n~~~!ilii:1~: .. J: 1,i*. ., .... 
-/J,I1 ,· : "".'."::~a ·N-Mtinhal/ was another ,fellow sc cuf and .. served with:::i~ti<t·f"· 
.~:~~jt General~ Custer· the . time Charles d i.d , -'.He,:, too, 'settled·:Jn "'}::~::~:;-};,,$\ •-~ 
·/t~~ Nebraska. after 1876,, not ·far from:·B:eaver City~ 'He ,<~in~:a:"1.letter:·1f~?--: · · <·>t to Charles,· recalled the_ . time they:_were pa Ld , in chewing:,,:tobacco);:,/ .. :'.-;f and whiskey. <. : .· , ·' <~ . ;:, ' -· •_·._.•i-',:'.. >· . .:·~::"~:.:\-Y;~;:-~--.'--;c),; -:;\::•-, ,· F 'i{§i.:;:r'. 

. ·-~<:,t Charles. could predoct the weather; just by'-i6m.king up :into the·:•sky. 
· ·''.:t.· and was seldom wr ong , • -He. said he had to learn to do ·,this in .the ... :: , · : . .-t~i early day s or he_ <?~uldnt have las;e~::°ut_ ?,:.~-.:~~----~~~~e.::~:~<,:- ··t{t;i!t'.~-_-:; ~~; .:t~. ' .. ~_~·:'"l~ t -·/ ,- _ _-. ..· .._·_.-~ •? - .: ,- ·.·. \~ <!-;· , __ ·. ~-~ .:..i.~ .. ~:i~/ ~~1:.~·~~·~~~~ .. ~--: ·t~~,/~:-;.?:!t:\·:~f-~'· .: -.:~}1 .. :r:}~~,;~_'._::·: 

·=.::~f~.1.-. r1; the days Char~~-.s 1:-7as -s~out the .-.·pay was -Ye~;r·good ,':though ,t_~t.s~t,. ';· 
:·•-';:'-r risks were great.•· His daily _wage was usually:j$ J.00.,:,but:, ~-.,·+~~:,:-1<.:;;:>;'; ... 

-·"~i"t}(. sometimes as h.i.ghna s $5 •. 00:, ·. · . ,,';:.~·1/ ·· :..\i::.-'-~:-~'-:"'/t:;~~:~'':;-,~::p:~t1l:~/•1~0/::, -, ,.;:.,Jqt~-.\>.> 
; -.: ... :-,,...~•· . • ' . - , ' • ·, _. :.:', . ;. •,F: • ..._,•,~r- ::~. ~,,·r-'!.. -~-. _.,, • .,.._.\-:,-, "~~..,_,.-~, ':c.:: . . ... ~..;.;., ... ~~! - -~iJ;••• . '•7 *'' ,J';;.ff Thgere are many mysterie's·;· in the; life of Ch~les E_··_cormack, :-/t~~~/?%: 
'l''·t• ·. which the answers have been lost,,.:•-through time .·.one:_of these:,,,:•t•t>:t· 

is an official paper dated March 17,1915 ·stating. he: was giving-_)-~·-·,;\· 
up property in Sterling·. ;"':c'olorarlo/ · Where ·"this .Land r'came from.;.:\,'.;?-/'.::. 
and why: he _was giving .up:.)is not. known. : -~~-f]s{if-~:/:::::°/i.i:"iitr~:if:,.: ;c:: ..'7':t-l>Jt':~' -q 

... .' ·: -·:"· -- .' .. ~·.:::: _- ' .,·J,~~·t~.·._--~·. ~.,-~:~~-~~---·; '_.:·_,.:,:;.!'.:~r·~)\,;{f\·".{~~i:;-: {f··1t};~;-~~t{?·f~<."· · _ ~.;r .. ~,:•{<::;:~~·"j;.:..';~~:·:::•.~ .. - 
Another. comr ad of Charles'.-was George Bardsley~·:•:who\was~•a'Peace~:~. :/'~- 
Officer in _Ellis~:County during Ohar-Lr-s buffalo hunting· days.· - B::.Y-; ;.'., 
Bardsley ai o knew· Charles when he;-worked · for ,;the railroad and-·'){{?\\ 
helped. the Union pacific· keep law and· order/··:' Charles·'l-'.kept '/~i?~:J}~".( 
track of- him until· his -d ea'th , Charles recalls .the time· George·\/:·:"•/::.' 
arrested s i.ng.Lehand ed a.-;.,motorious;gang of·thieves,.·'he joinEd{{}tt·\· __ > 
the gang disguised as a·._cowboy and recovered the· $50 ~000 . in ·_./:i?'.:_,::>,··, 

✓~-:~:~~::• 
']t · ::::1::i~t t::t:J: P~:tit}~rn pa~f trZ,,~}~ "'":f {t;;1;~/~t¾:~11,,: c21:.;tiI{ · C 

. -\~.:, Charles headed· no_rth to -N_e bra ska and· settled·. in Furnas . County _'.·•·:::_:_-:2,,. 
- near Beaver city.··· There he went •into the .cattle _business and_ ~'.f:'"'':•. 

because o;f the, .• ~~f\3~~h W~J\f.?~~~~-,:}2\, _s~}~:~~~idtf~:i~P?}\ltir~t~-=-:;:,>'.~t:~ .it~t\' 
April: 21, 1880/ he was .united in·"'ijiarriage .:to =~.-Hannah'~Jane Thomas:::-=>'· 
in Beaver City. Hannah was·.<the. d·aughter of. Seth Thomas. and she _,was. '.. 
born in Minnesota ·Mar .JE 1863 •. , She came to ;Furnas County Nebraska / 

. with her-.: family ·and marri~d. Charles,_.when ~she was on1y;:17 years .. '.o+d• : 
Charles· was J~ ·_and had a.Ireadylived more than half- his_ 'life ·awaY~c\ ''..t: 
from home,· and "a·,rough. :life.it had·· been. ;, Ther_e ·1n~B_eav-er Ci ty'":•,:-<37 
he set -Up a blacksmith ~hop·:· .. and,,;they were-· active,'.in:,;the commurii i;y ~'-. 
Charles was a 'commander:j:>"t:::~the G/.A:}~R; Post.::\~;%:5;:";1if;.t~.t··~•0--· \d~•~ ra-'::.t1}Y :r.:~~i- 

·'-'-·- . ., ... ,::. -;.·. ·, .:'.' :,1?J!;/1tl: . - .':.I~}t~·~\\-·: -:,_/11-,0.p;.;r!)Jf!"}}~i1 .. ffii,-'<: i\~~;· •~--s~t4 
In this ·union ·.of ,Charkes:,~and Hannah- '-!{ere 'born 'five:t"child.ren~·- .The-';:;;:;:•:·; 
firstborn.was a✓:boy· name<lafter his.two grandfathers;-:\Seth Joelc/,£;'/;~ 
C or mack, born Sept, 11 / 1881. :. He;.: like· his 'father~ :,left home,::wtien" :' 
he was about sixteen. -"He·didnt·like his father brca.mie-of the\~;,,"· __ .-,/ 
rough way he treated him./. He went: to Kansas~ and ::riot,:~-lorig after·, < 
married Jessie Emma Shipley of Rossville ,;·Kansas •. Q'ct i2 1909""' :--:· 
their for st sort~s bo:r_~,Yf~l ter_ y~.r:,non. '::{";;}\:::::\\.S}il':!f}{ .. J,~:;rif.ff;l\:r~ 

· Seth Joel Cormack was _the adventurer like his•'.'father~''. and in ·1909 :;:_::. 
he attempted to· fill a balloon with gas but,.without success .>:I-·: 
owing· to the wind.· It was_,just about sundown that another effort\ 
was made and shortly after, the big . bag sailed away into .the y/: 

. . clouds wi thnhim :hanging to .the .parachute.·· :_rt reached the height_ 
· · of nearly 2,000 feet before · he cut. the rope and dropped with ,. ;:-: . _: ; 

.-, the parachute and landed-gently in_a .cornfield. ··tte;had_severaY'.,,._i,;;_-'· 
··•-·· other adventures __ with ba11·09ns iri_.,,th_e Rossville area/':·;..\ ... ;-.,· -:i/?~;:t>~ 

-· ·.-:!£ On July' 9. 1913 ~t\-~conci·~·:;·~/n wa~ ,:tor~ .-to ·ie--~~~ ·~ric(:-s;tk~~. ciiff6~J?/~ 
- ;':J in Rossville·,, .. }?~Lk ,: ~-:::,';~:.\ifr{f/,.:t3lf~fi~J:if::{{~1Wt::··.~~· -~}\t~il!.~1t)i{(' ~, - - ~}j 
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--~-,j:7.,·'In June:-1915,·a.- :third :son' was b.6.rn, ·Willardt<soori·-:/;!:e1_t::~.-.:,- .. 
·w•n· ~-<>~~: > ,· '. - :· . . : ':-·;i~~~-:~:- ·<_:'.·/ .. '\~i J:t:··r.~)J_·,~:~(\t ?t:t:. .:·~};,- 

' ---~:ffjJ· afterw~~d the i~fant andhis mo the r __ · died· .. -/~_)e's.se •·s·' 'fam1'iy_: bla·m:~-d -- . 

..... ::·,· _ -~;~:\:: ;.' /I-~-_:··:·_·- . ':- \_: x .. \ :_: J.)\- - _·'.:, · .. ·_:_,:_:-Ifttt/ft;tf~iif1;· '.~::/t:I.:f¥_~·~:·:~;~t.1Ji(~t:~tir:;.:'- / 
,,~ ·> -<'.(~,,:<·\:.Seth for. his wifes, death and alter, and Clifford went". to~ live,-_·:•·~;;\,_,.-. 
/\'. ··.-Ji ··-.;;;with_ an aunt.who lived in.Ros·sville., ·:: Setli., ·being onli- J4.and·"\':>:"·:-i·:: 
.,::t:_ -'\i still a _young 'man went.tp Florida_ and ·1ater held a·_prominent":Z:::f~:·:.,: ·:.: 

_J posi ti.on as Supervisor of Pub Li,c. Works. :_ -~·'!'here he remarried, ~:J.:Jt? :· :.:: 
he and his wife ·Clara had 1;hree _children, •i;Ealine, .P~tsy, ·,and ~:;;:l~~(~·--·-/:'. 

. Seth . Jo el Jr~ : - .. ~ •; · :·-\;t:"'~--,i~:·/· · . · _-· · ~ ~1;:;t;:~ · -~.\·-~.?-?-•.:).~~i/~ .··,., · ·.. . <:·~~~1-':?~--·tf. ·\~f~ :. itl;~}ff~::~~· ~.- .. 
On March of 19..38 he w~rit ·~on ,top': ot- the :'ci ty~·Hall bull.ding - to-)[;~t:·;::\ .,,. 
inspect and supervise some_· work -tliat was· -'b_e~ng finished. He (,,·\'i',;n(. 
accidently stepped backwards into. -some wet .:roofing ·ma:t_erial.',,and - .. 

' slip.ped· and. fe+l: ~2 ft tc:, the-. gr-ound _below.·<.· · >.'·., ._-·'tti;._•~--, _::,t:;:-,.~--:-;~-t),. 
After the i'a11:he got up·anct·walke,d' ·about.25· ft to-the.door ·of:t;,,..?-- __ 

.·the City Hall and was fourid the:re\and .nushed to the·J1ospital ·by.',_ .. .,-.- 
, : '. _• ► , ~ , ~ •: • , .;• ·,t1' . ' ; ', •:•; ;.,~ f.~'\''• ~t, , , ,: ·, '. ~ •·~',~,'• • ••-#' ,,.,', •Pl~:),, 

the May_or and !!SCOrt. H d_ied enr oune ·to0.'.;the:_hospita1._-., ~~;_~··:,zt>.\fl-_~--. __ ._::· . . :.;/: __ .,.;, . ,• _.;:,·~.( ~;.· -~ ... _- . ·: ... : ··, .~. ·-·~ ., __ ._(i:= / .• ·-<~1\'.·:.~~\•·~7'!:~~::.~ .; . ·.:.::-~:.~•-i·:.,,_·.•~··~ .. :~··!"'-::-•~i;~ .. ~-:<.. :• 
/on June· 28.-_·18~5 P·: the "second . son ·:was born::·t_o· Hanna· and·::'",Charle's·~~ ·.-,. _ 
Lewis Ivlilton.'·'.·.·-He.:died two·months later,·_cause ofhis\deathunknown. 
~arch 18t}1. 18~8 ·:the _third son was:~_b,orn, Clarence Harr'ison~ .. ?/~i~ t. 
larence ·went ·with his father to_ Bird Gi ty_: ,inl909 and worked-:-:;~/::····· 

.· with him in the blacksmith shop.-/On Nov 10 .1915 . he ·married--J/i)~'-" - ,-_ 
: Margaret· El iza._t?eJ;h ·,Guat:t; .. <·-in_, St \F.:t:'

0
8:_ncis_--:-~a.n~as. ,_ .:·::-~:E:~~;~~'-'/:~~~-~:\\:·~~{J{/",_i::;'. 

_~In 1917,:-a ·son wa·s 0born~_-:V:har-les "William~ >A-' few :months-later~·,-.-..i:~\· >~·,.:-_-: 
.. . _. · Elizabeth died· of: ·peeumonia, Charles Will1am was adopted by -;.·:',~·;::-:_ - . 
f::~,, ~- Mr .& Mrs Fa,y ·W_1?:r<t'. _of Bird City.>, .· · ,:i(\:t~i?:::-_ :·· :; · ··J~:f:-~/:2:: ·'.: '2/'.2::-,\:i· - 
?-.--;I'.. Sept 1~· 'is9b·;;~t~~,~~t~-',_'.~~~ ~~~- 8i;~::to Hannah a~ci'·:~~;:f~I:;·~4~?*7:J/ "_';: . 
• i · ._,'{~<- Curtis Harvey ~)durtis alsbwent with his _father to: Bird_ Ci ty:·J.n-'-:., o 

~:·>:~ 1909 and' took. UI>"an active part in the· bla_cksmi th shop"and ;·_.-l'a.'ter 
·- :i : had a. machine·-; __ shop adjoining his-·father=s ~shop. : --~<}~'¢;,.,b·'::~ ,.::~,::+:,_. · 
;· Charles,, whoi:was 'known in the community asf +Butch" was ':well ~likes 

and was the' lo.cat expert ·-in athl~tJcs~ ~ .:·.i9n May. 1915.::.he: marri~d,- - · · 
Mabel Frances._Hayes _ at <Bird lei ty;-::· ·: · )''.•"''t~t. \,t: /~~;t¾~':.:;:i'_:~~·-,_::\~::;1/f<·_:;; · 
To this _union,-t'ilEN sons,._and · _.:three daughters wefe'i_born. :·_-;.::,\;.;::;,_;~ff1t.:: 
He served in World:"War __ ·t\::. ,:·companY A 127th 'Machine :·gun:Batallion •.. 
His heal th began .. to fair.in 1939 ·- 'and he spent mos '/:of:• his ;1·ater __ .· _> 

•• •~'v-•'••.:.••• ' •-. ,:: -.,·, , '.,__~•.~.,.,-;", •,:.,__-•~-•I•.·••••·,• ,_:,••••~"."• •,. -•:, .• :·~;µ~~:~:-;;-_:•~ ,":' .,:•:..:•:..:_;;.~)'.,>-.~•.__·;., ~·:•;;• 

years 'hi· yeter_an 'a. Hosp'i~als. ·. o~~·-pe by ··:zr, \1947 _, _he'::"die'd':}n";the -~·.>·-·,;r 
hospi tai ~ in N_fft·?~ri· __ Kansil::, · \._,:. · .'::.-):~x:/}.<.~::),.~?ti!-r~-·-_.'{i;:r,{~1Ii~\~~Y£~1tr--:::t:: 
On October 2~ ·.1899:.a dAUghter was born to· Charle·s ::ari<:I:·Hannah7?) '..: ::.- <.i 

,. • . ~·'" "-\ ,:,, ' . • • . . • .• :·: . . . . . ••• ','; \ - • . •1-.,; .• /o_,. • .'::41'-·~ . . > .... 4:.t: ~,... .... . . 

Mary Alice. )Jlary;· stayed with heri.:moyher ~in _;_1909 . and '".las a comfort 
to . her· in· those difficult years. -'":She married John Beers of ---,:-•-~;<: • 
Hastings, Nebraska. Mary and John moved to California- after John, 
retired and Mary_ was the.only living child_-of Hann3:_:~nd.Charl~s,·.· 

..... ~i~' She still lives .. in California· · -·~~ ... -:·· .,;:~· ·.:.. .-.~.--.· -l;:~·-·-.~~\~-/J~~-.:-. ··< -.f,,_j_.~-:~·:. 
• .. • •' ·, I • • . • : ·•· • -::· .... ,,:_:~ • •••• ·:.-:·; ·:: __ ~.~ .... i: . .:,., -_ -·::·. .·· . ~ .... h•.": ,-;·•··•·. 

About l<JFIO, Charles and Hannah were having problems\wi th ·their;·.' 
·.}. marriage and Charles moved.out and.lived about a year in his"::-> 

blacksmith shop_· located in Beaver City.·Hannah co ldnt stand the 
rough life that Charles .lived and had lived. · · · ~ , .. •. 



~;{_ .... _•t.;..;,h~/i':·· ....... ·.:•i:,d-•} ,· -,,i1,', • ~ 

t~. :-~~~ft;~- i~~~ fK:10 .·' ;. ,. ··\·:·:_~_-,_·_:.~~~-" .. ·;·'.·:i_:··_'~ ·, , ' :_ :, >, ~: -·:_.··/~;.<'.'_:._-.~,:-_.':'._:.\f,,· :t._-.~-~-~~-~_J.:.::!~'f,!.;,t_,_·.i_i_.~?~=!~_i:~=·.;,;.·_-:~_1.:.;.·,~--~-;_:_~'~,: .. ,;.·_~'-/,'._::;;<~.i.:_~,:_:f ~.~-'~1--·;_.,\;~~-\:'•,.·-:····.=-;,,i-.;_~:~-\_';:_:_·.~·-:,_::~_.~.~-f_~.- 

?'.c •,,, <{f . In 1865 ·C, ar-Le s had filed .Qn:a h~;,,.•;t;;;J•n~t~-;;~~e; i;{ij, :~ 
.. :?.;~: . · 1.(i- ;·and this is where· they spent their near to thir_ty years of . -_··;,.· .. ,_ . 
i~"iZ/~ .. ·:- .. :i:~married life.Hannah, Au1;t Jane as she wa~ known by_the peo_ple~1of ···. · .. · 
~f'.';~.. . -··.,j...,Beaver City, was· well liked by the community i '-~·- After. Charles left -· · ·._ 
t-:?&~· -· · . :•'.::·her, he refused to· gibe any money for her and ,: the· childrens . _'.:'~<·:-=-;.-: . .c:, ~J~·t--> ·;~-:~_:-: .'support. · Many ·people went to Court in her behalf. :_,,':'.One such-~{'.::.::·.·_,_/. 
· · ,.:.::· ·, ,_·--~·statement sent to the Courtby a neighbor said: that he had seen.-<, .'.·\ 

_s;;.-f~':; her ga thering cowchips for fuel and then had to _carry therm o-nn ,.;_~·,_ · •·· 
.. ,,.~ .· -.-·:.'/'._ her back a mile to. her home. The same neighbor offered. to se11 ·o::•· :_. · 

.;>. /~._·,..charles a wagcnl.oad of wood to take.to the house,·.-.and·he. refused. ·•· :1• '."~<: •- .-~_f• /]i '• • ' ' •. '• ~• ~•• " •. •' :_ ••:.\~,•~ ,•• •.~••~•~r; _-••'.:?\,;;\ .::J:;::(:(~ .. ~~:• J~•\~~-?rt{~;;~~d•;:;_.~-. ,-~~{~/~~;/~:~_~;•;. :~ •.: _:,~ ·.r _. "-.i.i::other reports about; Char-Le's was serrt to the.-Courts/'}iuch as }'.;~~{~\~·-):::. 
~~:· .:.~(J{Charles bought at least two. ga l Lons . of whiskey. ·._:each :week while ·r.:·:.·. 

~:1r1:f,_ '<:~;the lived ~n the area' 'an~ 'that. his,_.-~pneY. y;~~ .. ~?\~~~~'~7~/?~-'fo_od) J{'/:'.X -~-- •.---- ·· · ·and clothing for· the family · ---· - · · • · v ,,;.,,-,. ,_,__ ·'' ,.,,.,'1::-..,. ·:: · ···"'" -~<--- •· ~<-:-~r-~ ~ _· .. ~; -ri~ . ·· .. ·_· · · -. • . ~;<· -; ··· · · · --~·:./:; ··:J_~~-- ~,~~;;~;};_<~~{~f!!'[i:i,~-· > · · : .··_> · · -1f.~:.:~\~1~ ·. · -~ - ·, · , 
,.,_. :; ·JJ;_t harles wanted ·a· divorce· but ·Hannah would ·not ~'agree ·to °it, ···so :';:-1-'{;-·.· ,·:.:? 
':: _Y(.1t:.charles took steps to leave the area. He sold' the· farm, without"_:.· : ~->-· 
·- · :- ·: ''A¾f• saying a word to Hannh ,· loaded up his wagon with. his b; acksm · it · 
. - __ -;·~-;2- tools and he andch l s . sons _Clarence and Curt i's left ;for :Bird City. :,\~rt: · _· :· _ _;:. '. ~ - \ ~·:t~ --~- - ·- · ~)t\ .: . -_ ---=- - . - · ~:--~;_'.~~\)\;t:·}~klf::/··_ <~I\:.\£i!:\\ .. 

. ~'.::: f-- After A while ,Hannah was SKED TO, leave the :farm ·-and "she had.'-0;·.·,_:- .:,:-:.__,- 

~~-··.t • -:~lnowhere to' go. The neighbors took -~P a collection and almost ·-.:[~-:-?, .. ·:;, {JSJ:' · --~f:<i every one. in town _gave money. · They moved -· her -houae . :f:r:om the /;:?:\, -· .. -:<\ 
1,?rs):_-:;, .• _::::;farm to the town and gave her a sum of money to met ·up a· household. :· 
-<f-,,.?::...;,S} With a. 1-i ttle - hel.p from the._ Courts, Charles gave Hannah .· one ..'.. .. ~-);~: · -•, ~lS·L~s%;:: thir~- ~()_f .. the_ --IT.l?_n~z\re·c~}te<:l::.f~.om:,:,!h.(L_'.sale\~:9f_~-J11rtt~~tjt:;d"j~}~~:,~!ft!I~)=" 

f..!':.":..-!;';·. :',> :;received one half-of his pensi~n .L:Om the Army •. -0~,";;;,·.;:_::..;,:c-;.··,;·::-i-:-r.tr,.;;r;··-:,-:-.-: 
S0i.:t~ :~.:.'.;.'.'-:t: Charles made Tl.Ojeffort from this time to contact her.·.· .· .·. _ :-·/!'_,.;\·:.-' ·-:-: . 
. -~ __ -...,7:~~~ · i·'., . · .• ,.~:~--..,.··: __ ~~::" ~- .i~:..: ~.: ~ . _. . .- : .-. -. · ·< ·;-.· ·._, __ -~ _· -{i\\~{/<,~~ ;':,:.·· .... ::_~_ .. - _;-~)?/·~~-:~~~~- .. ~:· ~ 

;:, .: ~b,t Hannah lived many::~/ears "?&'lone; '"supported herself,° ·and''.was·· active'·. - 
'-i ,_.;::,_)t in church work.; T ose who. knew Hannah remembered her_ as being_ one· 
:.·::!,.f/;;,_£. of the sweetest .a.hd most .lovable characters ever known .. to them~. 
~:' :: .. -};'A\':-~Andl. she - spent· her ·1ast yea.rs not feeling .sorry for ·herself,···:';~;-:::(~ -. ::-.: 
; "i)ttt but helping other'.:she- was a member.of the._Methodist:chtirch int};~;;·--_;_;·:_ 
; __ :~::::;,~\-Beaver City •• : :·,-\,Z.:::-~- .,_ ,'/\'/:f: /: .· · .. - ·.:t~'):,:'-: . ·. ~~?A,: ·::;·_c·,E~::).:.··'~/,J'.9t ~'.- ~ -~:;i";.:~i}-l~i:_ ·\ 
.- '.c:-\~irJf ivirs Harley Lambert of Beaver City~ said she·;_could remember her,~.•t¥, .-, ·~: 
··:•:--:·~/':;f?{ Aunt Hannah Jane: making·- sweet. coo~~es and. hominy. to se11-·and ~:.{;~~//,:, _:: 
(',./:·.~1/~{_:;_~i: stated they were~.'really g·o.o·d •. ·· ·:·· ~~~-/J,r~:,,.{'~-· .-. __ ::· ~-~t~1~-~-.:::·.-4:._-=-:•~.~--}>~;-·z;I/~:.~'./%:/·:_,':•.f~·: . ·).~ ~ff$t;-<{;~1-~··;_:::. 
·:/·i:7j;:~: 7When Hanahnnas ._ 73, ill );heal th forced her ~to-· move: t6}t~e-,0ld·!'?~?{i/~-=-:_ :::: 

)?t;f f :~;d~~r~5~om: ... ;~ft:and iirr·· N~1tt·)·l;~;,~{i,iti~]l:j1W',} 
.,-;. "';".~~(When Charkes left Beaver'..City and went to Bird'"'City;}:he returned·to 
.,- .·<I an area· he had known froni'Chis buffalo hunting days· anci 'had friehds 

.-'\ who had settled :there,,, ·.Charles and. his sons opened __ blacksmith ·-op · 
- ':~ and lived in a little _:,house back of the shop. ··;· In 1921, when he ··: 
;:: :-~ was 7 5, he closed his shop . with .the. advent._ m'f power farm· tools '·' 

and machinery and __ the automobile.=-~- Curtis_ continued \vi th the shop _ 
· .,,_. for several years, doing work on machinery and automobiles. ··>/· ·: : - 

. Al though Charles was not working,- he wou]d spend many hou:ss at· - . : 
·' the shop watching his_ son work _ and visiting rvi th old friends, . ,:,.. .' '. 

Many of the old~timers in: .Bird City -:still° i .. etn"erhbe/':':. ho~ ·o~ ~th~·+?.-:' ·.·:_; 
· 4th of Jul y, he would put powder on the anvil; and hit it. :, ( . --~- 

.... ,. _ =-.c.·--"" .- .>· with a .hammer. . The sound,;? ould __ b~ .. : hear~-:-~-~~:~ ~;~r: ~,°.~•- .. _- -: ?:t~?:>':->-.;_•;·~- 
f":?,,'ifr!::- 

1
~~f;,~;~• .. ; • · ,· • · · . ~ • 1• _·:._. "· ,: • >- : \_ ~ ~-. ..... ~~ i. _.:, ... · · · ~_:;',. :!"~•~·.•:~ • •-,~-..::~ .W4~t?{i1~t:{ >-~:~ When Ch':'-rles Ward, his grandson, w<;s _five, he•·became· very 111,·ai:-9-:\·_:_ 

~, . .,..~- · ··· for awhile they.thought he woulq.,,di_e. Hannah-,came _to·take care :",_::>>I 
. . • _. . '.. . • ··~;· ··- . . •• ~ •• _ ... ~j-• ... ····:: ,-·,.·--··-.-,.i_'~•~·: _.·--- .... :,.•-~; '.:- ,-:.,..:,:· :'t' ~---~: .. ,1,, 

of.,.him- and stayed in Bird City· several days''::·,':•i,:":'.':·:,~"i:.;::._,~,,?·:. 1'.: >:~:1r,l:~~<·'' .',. 
_ . . . . .. , . :t~:;(· i/ - · , •; '. , ·_. ~t::5\. · _.;·~;~{}tt-.i;t)1~~Z:1rfiI7}f~t:;./::\:/~1t1~J#t6~T 



i .· •.. :_~ u ·· - ·. i:-}t\: :Jt? .: · :1s: !,:.· :'.~iit~:".}~ iz -•W ,_ .·- .. . . . ~;1f 1r·;;i:~~; 
.,,p;_,: ~ The Wards, even ·though··th~y ha~:-ng, use.,.J?r:)Ch~rles"~t!ett ·th.ey:···:\:·:c<·' 
·.<:{;}should ask him' to ·come to: the house. The Wardl3:.,~sked)u.m to .stay .... _·,. 

· \i~ii and he replied.( + _;r wi~l -~ibt stay :~in :the ;s~nte..~·houseLwith ttiat\\I> , .. -·· 
· ~'.ti· woman. " ,. < ,-.; · : _'.J : :_; , . ·. .· >; !;/\ · ., . -:<;.:·\{lit:1:~~::;:t\. :<~~r':'· . ~•?:,~ .\Jwfft.::.;,· · .•, ,.J! It is known that Hannah wrote many letters· to.-,:Charles· wariting·~:•\~_:··'· . 

. -_:~~-t:;hhim to-forgive her and stated thepro.blems they had were her fault •.. ·· 
·· _·;\ It isnt known if Charles ever wrote her,·,· but .he did, save some 1~'.t.'"· .-, • 

._ :_:ff· of tho~e ~-~t~e}t{\?~ .H~-~~~: \ ./.~}~·i:r!:~·:.~?j:[£~:~ ::~;~J!l~~:. ,--~~;:}/~;,- ~-~ ... ✓.f //t 
,-·~·!;After Charles son· Clarenc_e · d Led , :his son Charles·:·--was,t;a.dopted:·~by,~-' · .. 

: W.r & rtirs Ward •. Charkes went to court to figh:t ·,.this· and ,:tried.s:.:t;o·· ;~r · 
ga;n custody o:(._. the boy .· ·:,V~<?- w~s. or1ly 22 ·:•m~jtths _old;.·\f.t?:J--~~/ ~t1~·•; . ·This court battle _he lost, and i.t started ·.a ~_fued ·.:that_:···rasted- .. •;:-t<.--. 1 ~:i;.. many years· between Charles·~and the Wards. ;;t·•~~~,-~/i{€'~,)t,:· · -~-~rij;-i:;.~·.;: ~ 

\~~~ ~ .. .. . -~. ~ ~ .· . ·-·~ , . .· :.:·~-- ..... icf"~·~-:r~::f!~f~~::,;!.-C·-..~ .. ·.-a_:•?h~~_,.~~:~: -·~·. 
··::~~".' Cha:les Ward did_~~-· know :Gharles H' .qormagk wa:~,.his· grapdfather-~1?<:;. · _ . 

. · _ .;'lf.,,i. until he· was ·14 years old·.:. Earl War~.~, h~~,~~s · adopted,-: prother--~l :·· .. :· -~ · 
. ·:_r-it~:: and a few y~ar_s .. later, knew the truth and :?~oo.~. _Cl?-ar!C_e$ to the,:;::'.::.>· : ~- : .:_ ~i~-~:. blacksmith. sho p ... o;ne_ .day:~.an:q_,asked ·. him, •~ 1:)orit·;_:you0 want:1_to. ta~~t:<··'. ,". 
: ,-.«·}ti;. t? 'your. grandfather?" · Ch':rles was.i sur-pr-Leed ::~ecau~r~.all th_i,~.\~:\,.·.· .·/_ 

·:::w1i time. --the .. Wards -had told- him to stay- away-·--from;;.:,that:old:rman. :'.!:..,.:::::~- ·_ ·· 0 

·· ::f ~ Charles. H iwas ver·y:/much''"f>le·ased a t~i:this reunion and <s.miled atq~irn :_. :"· _ ·,':{k this star.t_ed · a •·very_;_war1!1 f~eling between Ch8:rles an9,;!1:if s., _g_ra~:i.ctf1? ·. ·./ 
.'..:~ father - that· lasted unt11·.-chARLES Cormacksrdeath. it7}~tsis:1i{·: ::·=~24:!:ht -:. . ·.· .7fl They received _mtich·. ~njojl!leht _ from' _each other:/§.t:1-<t.,,:tnJ~;oicier' .C-hiri~s' : ..... · 

~;:/~~~i :1tt!~::.,~~ ~;~ri~~r~-~~~~r~~:%~~~~J t;:.~·f ts\ •-~at~;i,~~t-~~:iiilltt~::f[tei{iJt~:~t 
- \··· f~. It is not known:';·what reac·tion the ·wards had·'·to ·this and 'it :ts'~ji~,·:.; 

·:·'.~.,:~ believed ·. thatt~th~y · didnt ~noyj' of. lb.is ·meeting until. y~ars ·1a ter. , . 
. ".:./::~ ... ~-· .f¾~~:~-•~c'-; ~ .. ·.··"~~!.' . ..;••~.~ .-·~:-~·-~';:-_-,- .. ·---·.:··--.---:-··.; \-.:,_-•":',~• ::;,:~~;:;. _ _,;-..-~ - ~;/~•~.:-ft"{: .. _~~:·.: 
· .:1-:~" The following~ JJf.;: _ttie . story ::of. Lawrence .Cormack,•: son'of,: Curtis;·: ... ·~_ ... ·:•· ·' ,.~ ··~ ;rt~ He tells. it· it:i ·h~.s .9wn word? while 'awaiting his deat~.-~j_J1. the ,::t~rt:;=,:. :_: 

)!/, .. ·;,;Jr& electric ~chaiI\'.,:f.9r,.:.J~aving~"~ommittecFdouble .. :mUFd,er •· .,:;.;~:-~.">\ .\}tf.~J!iJi· 
.. _. v', :~!:..":'t"' . . .· ._ . ~:r:::" ·· ... '":J•\ .. · .. ,._.:.,~"l:;~.. ~ -·._,•~- ::.~.:. l· . . . . -..-_ .. · ";:.{--; •. ..- .. .:.;~r;_ .. -;~.- :~·---· ,·-• ·;-;.. :.,:-r.-?~:...-~"';"':·· .. ~ ::· -:;~!.¥~µ.---•:- - : 
t~ ... ;,'.('.(t:-{f ?Very morning wh~ri I'' awak:t;I: hurr;~1<to the: 9arred- window ·of my:··¢,~~l . • . 
.-::-. ~ ½Bi- in the Santa Ro·ss- /e~:mnty_~'Jail to _-get a lungful of clean •. fresh .. ~~;:· . 
""t -7~ • B it . , 'f. • t . th . nl "1 I . ff d 4 

··'~-·,. , • _,..,-. ; ,;* air. ecause .,s· r~_e, . i s_·,. e o y·;. uxury. can a or now. ~·:t"$.)r, 
· .. _·.:2·:•1· I'm only 23,·and my~days are. numbered. You·.:cant.shoo.t:.down two~:>.\:'..:.,~_·:·. 
~,:.<•}': . people--in 'tcold\'blo.o.d .l'ike/;t. did-·.- A,ND EXPECT TO:. GO on·~living.:•,~~:1, r· _·. ·•: . >;3 Thats wpy :r try .to· get,;al,Ttt_he fresh, air L;gan; .. Its :a,r,&commodity;::t{>'.\' 

. ··1 ,'f..fi: I wont anjoy very ·1ong;·:'}Dortt get·: me wrong, ?I~~\not. ~~:t;ing this--~:~:_:_-.', 
·-.~:?if.for sympathy •. ·'.Itm'.writing<this because I .think,my lif~•:i•s an,\~tt--15:-·c-:·.\ 
;•°J•>•·•t:-. • ,, :-;.·.~ .-.~., . • . -. . ~ .• - . 
. · ~•0-$f' 1.ntere-ting -story.: Also,', because T· figure that l.f some.:·punk reads<·. -. :· 

·, ... _:t,;,; it, he might. thJnk· ·twicej,:gefore· dec_iding .:to·~•become· a';b_ig · sho~ ·It}_;',:_,'... .. 
:<.:.'i:.~l~i the. easy ~ay. '-~?,;. ~/1:};_ t;rt-:tV?·: ... C ' -:-~?~i '·:,'/({~j,~ftt~11??{?\J~::l?~~.i:,;."'t~~~~}i(-:''\'' 

,.,,· "'-TI was born in Bird ·c1 ty--ka~sas •. ·My}dad was"..'J~:biacksmi\li'. a.ndlhi{f ,.:·, . 
. ·. ~~-~had a t?ugh time trying .. to'..feed a.nd·c1othe"·hi·~ family;/of.7 boys:/.::;·~,.·. 
"--'-•(.t and 2 girls,.'. Dad had T.B. _which was another thing that ·didnt.;·r:t,<· · 
;·, help any/: Mom had to· work like a horse just ,t_~ give_:j.1.s · the ,)~:'t}< ,·' 

-_

7

·':: bare necessities o,~. life. ·. _:i·./· -~; .. - _ ~-:::p):~~;~ff:-:}/:it~f]/:~---' .. '; ... ~;fi~?~:: 
. .. Bird City is a small towri .. and everybody knows ... everyone ·'.else. ·,!J'j\,:: 

I think what started me on the wrong foot was'·seeing .the other ;;.:;::·:~· -: '. 
kids· going to movies and eating candy• and not having._ the where~·".· _ · 
withal.to join them. I decided aarly that ·envying ·the~other guy·t' :. 

· · .. didnt get you.· nowhere, so .-I was only 10 when I busted: into my<·,-'.:;·- :' · 
<-:, .. furst s~ore and swiped a ~andful of .pennies:.-; For a week I had :: .... :. <. ,. :;: 

l•''.~:~ eve_r~t~ing I . ;1~;5~~;- :moI):t~;- --~7c_~~i::c7~~!1&T~itJ;Ii5i~:~)~ 



·.· . r ;};tJJ2• < ·, ' i · . · ·: ::;r·: ~: );}¥'{ , :;~:~t T' : ;~i;f f tf !~~~~~i~i~~;::{X 
--J~16,~t\;;: _-. -,. :·rtf · . 'The other. kids began looking up to ~e_· then~ 'JThe"y ~wori.der_e·d - >·-< 
'-(~··' · -~}(. : .. :-,·-~~ where I wi:s getting, th: __ dough, but I neve~ told them.:~_I-:f~gur_ec; .,·,::~ /: 

-~: .-,.- , y. __ :·ftif they d Ldrrt have . or aans '-. enough .to gdt in_ ouf _?f·_ "!;.q.e. rain, ~? .. ~·:··· :-·, . 
. .-:_·_-. · '\/\\let them get wetl ·.. _-.- . · ~ · ': ·,. ·-',/ .-;~\l,-:-::-~:·,:_,,/;f.:'··•C,.,._~,;""'~~--:~~~:;t:~ \{ 
..,.. · ;,· .''tfI busted four or· five· stores before they grabbed:-·me">"'-;~:-<\-: ::>:,').~iiil:~~s:,.\/· 

1--/;· __ Like I said, Bird City is a one horse town and it d Ldrrt take;~f~?A:';:?~/ 
. · _.::t\:Long for the law to_ put _c2 and 2 together. ··hey · came around · .<f.i /?~\tit 
:'./;::-;:~:{one day and took me to the ·sheriffs office •.. I ·admitted breaking'_,._-~'} 

· ,··(~into .the stores and told -them why, but they werent in my nexc use s , J" 
-~-: .. _-_ · • ·,.}~.-All. they carted about was. breaking uo :•the· crime _wave"as the;y;~~9,alled 
~:- _,. · · {1·'.~Vi t. They sent me to the State Lndus tr La.L _School at ·Topeka •. : ;..-;~:t,•L:>~::>- 
·p. · ,f"i1Maybe l'iil" . .; wrong,· maybe· I got what was coming to me , 'but; I1l1·~·,,._;;z5·:_ 

._:A~}~ always believe that a little kindness, a li~tle understanding>> :~-\~;f;::t: 
·,:1jp,{ around that time would have changd my whole life._;_--\:.:~/·; .. )'/; .r,-;/· ~)·i::::,)( 

· \·t~: They kept - ~e there for two· years ·and. it wa~ · r-ough , '· beli7ve m:e_: -t'.':-.'.':~, ,'"_':'. 
.~1f~t{ What you d~dnt know before you. we:it in you pick~d up :quickly.·-· _ _,:;·.-.\ ,;· 

.... _;0f~.I was.no d~fferent, alth_ough I tr;1ed t? keep my ·nose clean a~l __ -_·;::'..<>. 
_-,-i~\-./;;(,1-,;:the time -I ·was there.- .They .. let me[.ou't in September 1940, ·,;- ,_ ,·;.t·&·;;_;·;_., . .-,:;.,~': 
,\ ·: ·:"'.'-$!J Parolled as they call . it. I was placed in :the : car e:' of. a -farmer·:·:~·>·-<: 
'~-:" · · ~-.::ill: who lived about 2 miles from my folks place. ··:' He was ·a nice,,.-:_:"\, :0:>:-: 

_ -'·21~--" old guy . and he used to· make me read the - Bible - everyc;_-night >,,:: .:;. :~;---,t. 
1, · ~- . __ •'{0.;i,i before we. wen~ to bed , : __ but. if you1:e never Y'orked . onm~< farm from~:::_::.-.,: 

- , .;\;;!~. sunup until sundown, you have no ·,_J.d_ea how, mcno bonoua--irt: can get.:? ·;-;:,.< 
0• • : /_:~~:!: _ . -. · _ . · - . ·. -~ .. ~:' ,;;T//;:.: · -- ·, Y!>;t\ .: . .-, :~~:zt\-,, .. :/i;-;':{'.~~}5:·::_;/ ~\?\.:-;;..,£:::(>,./<'' 

·:_ ~~- · .. _ }~~- I'd been there about 2 .. _months when it coupl'e_,_-of -kids :r-knew came·:···.:.,::: 
~;-/,~::·•:'°;-~~~, along _and off.ered to stake· Irie to:·_the movies·:·\. I was 'alone in-~the: ·-:--. 
~--~:,: :::>;;:~;t{f north· pastu:r;e and·. I de.cidecj:_~j;o- skii:i_.:f'or .a 1--:f!!..VI -:hours~.-L-figm-ed;/,,;t- ~:/ .. :.:. 
r~-~+~~~¾t~-'-the -01a:···man ·Woulant niit:fs)me~-,~i'I:;J'igured::.wr'9fig'f~tThe~\it+stt1:>6y •~:turrifdZ:;t;·: :r· ·;·. '-_,_"-.:;.: me in. He told the authorities I was incorrigibie:·'and ··01iving'. ··-: ;_: 
/_:.~~-: .: .. :··.::,£. in sin" All· because I went. to· the movies.·!:':•. :· .: .. .::-:~:-:~:. "-: .. ·.;\; >-- -; .\ :- :.-·~,; 

1
~?:·.--:,--~:~~:' They sent· ni~ _ b~~k .-t~ ~-h~, · I~d~s~~i~1~· schoo1·:.}Yhi-~ :--ii~{·{ ~i~-~t~~:k~. _. 
' . . ,ll- it lying down.:' I was there ·about a'. month or· so when I'. went over . ::-: 

-~-~--_--_-_:':·:_·_;:,: ·-:,.·~:_-.·_f:_:_t_·,:-_·_'.,~.--i.··- !~~n;at~e wtI~~a ~~ui
1!e~f- ~ih!I~~!~f ~ T:~ - ~ig~~d l~ ~:~~~i-: ~r~1:~~t-~:it; 

_ -~ -~- wichi ta broke and hungry.- I· was walk,ing around, wondering 'what?:: --:·, · 
to do _when I spied a ne_on .. ;sign over .a bo.wling alley~ ,·.-.r went_:.;n:~~-?-,:·:;_ .r- . .:t~'ti and asked·:the guy,who ran\the place·for _JOB setting·_:uppin·s.-.-.-~?·_:,_/:~ 
His name'··was-Max and he.Tookedme·.over real carefu1.-1ike. ·:.rwa:i~;-i:;: ·:;\·, 
a ~us~ .-:!t;d ~_aP.,d •~~-~~:~d ."glg~_s t~~i:?-'r_eall~ :.~as~ ·-:K{6fi:g;lf~;;:~~/~S.itijjp};\\ 
" You :·hc;,t?•i·:_ ·1t-Xeah,:_ 1.-· c-limed out·'of the Instustrial'tsc.hooi ·a:··J/i)1.?~-:;-~---·\ 

·: ~ couple·· of' days ',agci;~r-.· .He :-t_hought ~it:. over .for_ a minut·e~\;~~H ngry?:~•:g:ft~ 
:f: ;_, ,_;::l' - "You Bet"'; He:· grinnedt~giive me ·a buck and- told ·me:,:to; g'et.: .. -,~·:X,ifL-'YJ:~~{:_· 
1\- _'<_),,rt something. to eat~- I found'ia diner::·nearbyan·d harl six hamburgers'/,:~_;:~ \;i :~,- , <.~~~-- adish. of ice. _cream'.., ncL_ J c\1ps of ,:coffee~- It\y,as _._ :the be.st. meal J: ~ 8, -,:"_::~ 

z-.,•;'. .. ~~'- ·)f, .. had in weeks~ .. I V:e1;t.}>a9k to the-bowling,a~ley_,and.Max Pt:t~:~,(t:-,: .. ::-<~ 
_,- to work. When the Joint closed a 4 a. m. he .fixed -:.me: a cot ,-in,::.:: . ..-\ .,._.i ,.: ·, 
the back room. "You. can·; bunk :-here/'. kid. It _,wont cost you nothing. :- .. : 
Just keeu an eye on· the place."·,:: . ._:':'~'\.:·. - .·,<--•> ·•-:.,,<i~:;_~~::>,, . .>-.l~I;i~,.-_. - ·: 

.:· .. .,.;, . 
4 

. . _.:- .•. _ ·:" ..• •. •. i ... ~· . .-. _ ,);.;. . •~·~,_.:~-'_. t~f:!:{l; ;-r.·::_·1_1;~:·~:if~v<-;_7~·.-:.~.>~--.-~~--_ 
· · 1i-. Max paid me 40 cents an hour AND· I·· got tips from the '.~ustomers:.}_\--- .. :.,: 

besides. It wasnt much , but I loved it. For:the fµ-dt.time ;.in·'.· - . 
:·. - my life I was on my own, and I· fugured it was a· chance to make. 

good. But it was t6o good to last. When the cops learned.tha~ 
~,!ax had a 14 year old kid sleeping in the back room, ... they came·:_. __ ., _ 
running. They gave me 24 - hours -to get· out. of tmm, or ·else. ·. ·-.r~ ,~_,,·.-\\ 
Max tried to smooth things over so I could stay, ;·but.it . was ,·:, ·/_·-.:··; ... /· 

. no soap • .Afrer the copsleft, he. called up· a guy who vias·, in. ~he ·:;:·_\~t·/; 
./:- bowling business too, and arranged· to have me work~--for,. him , -~;1:';.·:('-it/:.:,_ 
<::r- until the heat was off·-•:·_.' - : -~- ·. ~ .:':\·,.,·., i:_,_ ·-,:·>-,..,_~.-,.:., .---. ;\,;;:'1~)('•;':<-•'-.1 

! .. · .· · · · . · .· ... ·. ·· ·•· I "/ ; :,<~t: , .. (.j? :: ~?i~ili~f ~'.~~~it:!]if ;~1 



iAf >: .· •,;jt \l-.> . ·.:.::~t<}\~,, .'{~~ . . ,)_i:1i~ ?r~ 
···/,·:•:·That didrit last· either. The cops".-'got:"wise _·and:·i\ii.ad -~o,.:.. _ _._t':/-k ift _:·}~t~ .. ~~ip, out·. of Wich~ ~a 01_1e n.~g~t. on a it~µck. ~I :~~~nd::~p\:in·fSan Fr~~~~,'./~_j{ 

,.f{' /1''.-,.<~:~fcisco ... and got a Job in a :·filingstation right off.· BadvLuo k :\~---::~t-':i;:-~:;{,:-: 
.- ~. '/£~~ontinued to haurrt-me, fo~,:'.r was th~re ,':9nly -ab_~tit ._two~:weeks __ : __ yi,tt~r(\;,;f:! 
, .• .;.-.~·?1N:ie let me go because .I was:.under~ge •• - ;·c.,. I was 1.;i a fleabag over .tJ"'!/r?:: 
-;:;-- -. · ')i,.,:,i.::I"on Cabrillo, near the Gbld~n: Gate Park,-. and was _wondering where ~;;;(·':/:".' 
~::_._:,::: ~>-:-;-,,~"my next meal was '.p~ming fro~_ when --~ tfi~t,)~h~i.l~. ::'S_h~ )~~s·'• a __ m~~-i~tfi;jj·.:~{_1 
·! ·::·:,' ,-; \ ixed re~-~~ad • : .-;:~2t> (:;: ;\::.-/~f'~t- ;'-.J :''.~i;t~r;:1\,t?f~;~N:lfnl~1':}Silflitf :;t~-~$~~- '.~~~;{(~a I 

unny :·thing· how, _-w~;_me~. ·-_:t_f\•ias. unl.ockf.ng niy·="d_oor''.when::·I:heard ;;;: <j~~'l{.:::,_~;<1 

someone back· of''-,rri,'~:~'~- She was.<st· ndirig~.in her.;doorway'--looki:r:ig at:,::me~"/,·_-,:, 
· he was· wearing -~1:':-.tight fitting black: silk.?~dress. and':patent -leather :' 
· umps and· s. il ~~i.l:~~stead . .pt,heels ?-:~:'.'.~<?.6ulc;in:t:':~~l:P::_sJa:irig. ',✓ ,:-,/~)ft'.t~:t.,~{ 

·: one of my burcati~d:rc1wers·,:·1?.tuck,, -thin you. can· .open ?- ~tfor,: m~ ?~i{(i1t .. :.,\?\-".· 
-can try .... ·. ·".Lhet(stepped;)aside·_. and··,:r-:;went i-iiito .. -her"z-r.o.onf.·L:._· ~-.-:~i,:;~~:?/,::·, 
lothes,. shoes; :a.:.#d ling·~f:ie were ~.t.re·wn ai.i_:•over.theiplace;lt':iit-·>;\ 
he pointed to ,the.'dresser;_and c Lo sed- the. door~:•~,The<bottom one~~~,:,i·~~;:./.· 
he saict-:t·: Whe"i·1'•:·r";f;.orked:fi;t open .she '.said,·i_?have a,:'.dr.'ipk?~• :·t:7'¼iti?t,:,·•'; 
'Fine". I •'said dropj;Ying -'into ·:a chaif:,?'During ·;t_11-e.)1ext;:;f~vl.-l1.9urs·?f{t~t\~/: 
we got _.re·at" chµ·mmy:_{'. S e i;61:d; me she_.•wa:.s from". some :Jer~jj;owri doWJJ.f":? · .. · 
in Pennsyl ~ania iµ:id had q,onfe .. to·· California ~to/get ·a_,Job'\in the·.·-::;:11<i .. >~ 
movies •. \ She· ,had.~_:t_h~, looks·.:·~1right ;"~:tgµt :,she (was·:-.sure:~ qµt:riumbered~~:·::f:-·~ 

. fi;~t~i:;~,: ·;- ·,,J}1t*t? . _ :, ·t?2/h:t¥t -. ·· .-~fia&11;-~~~1~~ti%WJf~tfr£;,t;~-5:-~~}t-:}>-:--r::'t/./ift:~~-~\\ 
I hadnt_ -rhu_ch exJH:irience w:it~l·i,: dla.mes;:'a:nd -r-i·gue~s tha t\,_wJiy<.she~-cQ°.uld · ·?:: 

·twist me·~~-around her~ •·little\~:finger.tShe··told':'ineO:"she '.was. a··. bo·oster·~>~·-·,'.•"; 
:which is~·/c_on·language · for/~}:loplifter.:.)1hat:s:more ,'',~shi!--{~as ·pret-t;yJ~;-?~-> 

:~~~~ b:;ii~;;;;i~~;iii;:jl~,t,~18:i:~f ~~~tit .. -.t~:I~fiift~~1~;, 
I dont :·know_ hov(.i t:_:,·started:7;;,:put befor:e. I ·knew··'i t ~ ~-I :wa:s,·-breakingf,~lr-:-~:~ 
:into store_s ar'ld :filling- stations and ··handing :dough over/to her.----.~-:{<.,\·, 
If it. was .merchandj.se ,- ,Sheila unloaded with some fence~~'-After vi;;~)-"':'_;_., 
awhile· she· .. ,was -o~dering me' around like._:r .-was ,a- stable}~boy or.•.,tiV;,~~;1.:-:\, 

::m:::~:i·it:;;;,f ~\~i:~?}tijk i~: Jf!~t~:r1t [,ri~i'ltf t}fi~~:t,!it!1¥rl 
I neyer-;:··ha<i-_ f!!UC_~lg?µgh, .-~-.-1},gured .. ~Ji._~·.:,Y.faS ::--~~ta_shi.ng. 1. t/;iii~~Y ~for.\1t.it::? · 
ra1.ny/day;<::_(LJlf.efi{I sa!dlfs_he _wa~~~he ,'boss:\:and ·wh1.l,e:.:;;Q:-;;WslSnt--;·,J-'-,;-~~f~'.' · 
f:aid :of'''.:h.~r- e~~·ftlY, :· ~h~-~had . a/i;::f~7:snortirig:rtempe~ ~J~~5ff~}~~- {t.J~:C 

Things. wer-t cl}9!:g/;o. kay · f:.9;%t~no:1i;,~J~::mon~h~;• Then :e<:.f~.Y-~\.:1-ni\L ";~,.·/:,.:' 
October<194lt, :T,~,:;::;P,ot_t_~d, h~:c:J.com1ng~))_:U.t· of ·a ~_swanky. ri.igh'.l: spot,, · .•/ 
ion Filber·i.: _wj,tl}:~;?L\1swanky{J~ressed.;'gtiy_;:c: .. r:rhey_(gq:t;\in_~ot:a<::snap:py · 
:convert ibr'e · arid•:~ dr~ovif, d ff\~t!:t?/ ·_ . , ·-0f/,.~)/ii{i§_:;rc;?c;f;,.Jf'ffi':':i.S-..';/f}f.-ftlft;: .-:'{fi. ,, _~,;;, 
I was waiting -'for~h~'r·:-wheri!fshe. dri'rt~d-- in·::aboui:':j:\r:·•m;-.:-,"she ·wa , .-~t::}1: 
wearing ".a.-··green-.a.'.t~~s -·an<l'ji;reen p1,1.mp,s\andlong;;.black·:ki~'.:,:gloves~.-•.~/\/:Hf:,., 
'Wi.th · that .,red _haii;_<'of. hers}·'she really looke~:terrifi,cr:·:~?. '. -~::/ffs.±/i\;,:::\:.:~ 

. ::~ .,''Beat Lt- _kid''. I '_m·;itired, ,;:she snapped/ ••. 0Who_•)·s·_:·tne guy{:?.';.,L: s_tl~-:::~_J;9pt ··.c 
·.:-rit- fumbling/with h_er,:·gloves: ~rid· askedf "W_hat _Guy?•:,,·i;;_:\:::'';>?(2,;f\?;:\~I/ff;t;<::;,i~¥r'?<:: 
·><·0~·::,, The guy· in the ·yellow convertible -~.'I':°said''• ,dbnt' try ,-to.'deny· ::it··.>t>::,_~:.,_ M~ ., . . J . , . . . . , ,., . • • ·d•·· ., . "?,~ I saw yo:u· last nfght on _Fi_lbert. ·_;••so now_ y'ou:are ,spyirig ·on"me";\,~~, .\ 

- ·t\she snapped •• · That· stilr::doesn answer my .q_ue·stion.·: ·':·S_heila ptit'{::'~:·.>/, 
0N'.(her hands on her'!..hip·s and ·:glared at me.· She :looked 9eautiful ;;;;tt~JJ·>~ 

_ }(\>when she was mad,·_: and brother, she· was boiling/ ,: :?C}/> ;: .< t'F~tf5_:).-.·~3,: 
. ·~:-:;· ... "Look kid,: lets get something straight,· she .said, I.- am running_:·?~,':' ::;·:c 
\;,~,_,:{::~-~this show.-' What'·r.'do is my·:9usiness. You j11st ·do,what:·y~ou're told.:··,:: 

, .:. ~),: .. __ ,: i·:·-ii and shut· up" :'1· was nuts about her ·,but L was:::fed •. jp~._;so·'the .-next,>' 
N}i;;,; :;"'!t?::·_.·; .. _, :,:.:.,_day I enlisted· in_ the Merchant Marine •. :I never saw Seil.a· agairifif· 
~{,{ }~-~) ~ . , · ._ <;_<'~ - . ~.,- ~ ·.. ··__ _ -~~/~ . · ,· . - · __ \ · ... ·_ ~ - _:; ·· .- ·. ?.:·,~~:_:'.-~~ ,;·-~~~,~ -·. --•·t\~- fil:\~t .. :~~?Si: :.~:·. ·-.-. -.;•;.::~£;\~;(:~ -1;<::_·- -· ._ - - · :\f-.-~'~:~ ... 
·"''· -:~,,-'.::;{; ·,-,·_.)Funny thing. The .~Nay I had it figured; Sheil"a ·was'a .-cinch to wind···;.i -!~,ii?:t<i:~ ;1P killing. some bo[ly some day with ,tha t ·temper'_qf _hers:;\_Ihstead:/;t(·/ , 

/"; ~t~• 1.uts little wiseguy me who-pulls t_he/triggerLa.nd;,takes:.~the glory:;:';\::: 
;i:~}:iJ ~'fl. toad. Anyway, .. ~0J~gs i.•te_nt: _,fro~ ·ba:(:to :wor_s,~ .:.aJ:!=er,.:_I(Jet;: : Sh~JJ:~-\::}j 

. ?~~i,!:fl <-~- -·, ;( :,'.-•v . . .. •:,_}(~::>:~ :• ..... :: .. ·/~>ft:_:\ ) :. '-~/:/t~~\~)t~~,t:j}i?:iit!?JJ:~; i~}t,:/!/•,!~iftt]~f;z;, 



. :<, .. , ·':c::;;[tf}it(tttt~t•m~ii;1!;:~ 
· ~y first_ trip after training school· .:.·:was · to ~New::·.>,,,.i·.::-~'.~, - ,_~,· 
in the Herbrides, Two weeks later· I -got caught - seliing: .·-:.· 

t.·::- .··•·., _:,<,j overnment property, I was tried by a military court "in· Baik,-::·/ .. :· - :, 
· · ~:,·- ... ffew Guines, and sentenced to fi Ve years in the old Bill bid. ··:r ::,if, .. t,· -.· .. ) 

; .. ( .. •. ·.·.· · . j ·:°:- Prison in Luz an,, the Phillipine Islands, .. ,: .. ('\;\\·~t-.:.:.c:~?-.:l:;;-:_i .. ,~fj:~.'✓-f.Jf:;r ·. ·'.·'.:/. 
f-.: ~.~£7 ' • , • ~l~,- ,::,,.·~ti , .. . . : ' .. 'fr:-:'":',.-..._. -~.~ · :-· '•· ; r,~ - _;• :;,~? ~~: ./~' :·•. ,i~-~.'.~~ •.,; 1 

- :_ , ,~:··•:: 

t'::"' .. ,. · ,,~,·~·-JLzterI was transfered to the pr Lson at Camp)vlcQuade,','in·.Maryvills _· · 
,. • 4 ··0:·:::::California,. When I finally got ou+. in 1948 .. ~.1I learned "·that my Dad 

:'':, ·/had passed away ·while I was in· stir, Iwent. to San Francisco f'or· . 
.. -. · \~-\·a couple of weeks, but saw no sign of Shiela,: I. often,'.. wondered·-,:::,:: .. > · · . . t<:: :, .. _. :s= t.if she married the .well-dr_essed. guy that tr:pk~9·aused our ,..bust-up~·.-:0: .'- 
- ' . ~.-~.:·~~:~.- .. - : .. ·~ . . .. -, . •-. _::· ~. ~- ~.... ·. . ~\ :;!f:i}~~'"\•. "\;:if:~t·. _i~·?·~~/t~~ f;;:~~- :_•::.~·::t: -~~'~·½:;; ~~-~ -:-;: '~ ., 
<:t~ .. '>-:·~~.··1 drifted south. to San Diego where I· broke--Tnto-~a, house -and wa.::ii · .. -, 
~;\·,: .. -. '··'. ,;\:.caught aga Ln; . I had the 'place cased for a~week~'.-·so~when I. saw ".". . 

_ . : ·. -_ .. ,H-the couple who lived there _leave, .I figured_:·-it -wa s a,, cinch. Five·:,,_· - · __ . 
:}.,/ :.· :_::·;j;'.'minutes-:,.·:after I ha~ for?ed. my way· inside, ,:the .co pa came , ~-_It \<: ;::·,;·.: '-'.i 
l::/·:· :·..:. ··,-<~·-seems there was an Lnca LLd .i.n the house and_ ·he--.;called:._.the "police ~, : 
}~~)/-·,:~--~~;( . . - .. , ?:.:: .· ~;, . . .. " . tr~,;> /c·:·: .:·<t.ttr.:ii{{'.:t,'.~-'.t\f(;:f(/--t0jl:;':?,, 
Y~Jr. :-;, ::.::;;fi:f~ey gai~e m~ _ f.i,~~)~_. years to life ~~,,_t_ne !~-~]:~~;1~.~h~_rl.t_!,j,.~~m_p,:a:::~,\'~ -~ - _ 
.. _:,f?? · .. ·:·.:.,<Pine Grove .an .Amador' County.·.·. I was· there 15··months when they -let . 
f;: ... ·= .:· :~ :t:~~ · . . . · ·· .- - ·-- .. ,, __ . - - · ·1--. ·• -; • ··-.J~;-~:;~~-:.._.· : .... : /-- .· ~ ~-:-._--t~ .. · .. _·... · · .. ::~I:·: ·. -/~ 
-,;'.':.~'..:."".··-,:~:~me go for good behavior 0,; :I returned to San Francisco -wher-e I.=··.::-.: · 
t<- ,',• .. ·• • •••:::::•;:.~ • .: '--;,\ ~. :,,,.·•.' ... · •; •;_,, :;- ;_c : ··. ,•• -' ..... ~--:-•.••-•~ ~· .• s •- ••.• , _ •. ,- .•_.: .• .•• .. ,.·.~•.··•.· • .--.~>-- •,·'.-.,.•. 
\,._: , ·":_,~::worked in a, mattr'ess factory. During the nex't .. five months r· kept .- .. ·: 

-:;~:":_:.·•. ·,_(.; \-;• - . · -.··,. ,·• _;. . .- '.:<· ·_ ·;·<ti/~t:-::: ·--~.-:--•:: ---':·.:-:- .. ··._. /---~--~-~--·--;~ .,· -; 
·:::-< . .',:/ my nose clean, but it. was too geed ,to. last. ;}: r·. got the .ur'ge orie;·,:-·\ . .::. ... 

·~,}-ftilf J~ight - a~~::/s~_ol~l{~?~:0t~Irr~~i~Y-_ii~ve~:ii~~f~{r~·f{~:J~l~i~i ~;i~i~fJ~t;::: 
.,_--:~.~.· ... :;,~·.:_"hundred bucks i:n. my pocke t,. I figured I would_cutquite.a,,caper ,:•-, ·:·· 
,~:~~••,. • •._:_•_-~•.--... ./ :...•· ·.-~--~-';, . c,•·._.. ., ."- . . •· •. , ·.·,.'· •.•• -':.-, •_'.; .•• •. •-:~""-'.,·~.- • . .-. •~.::.. •• -r.-._ • ... 
\·C..: ·.:~.··;j:-~"in Bird City,. ·~o-·r .head ed for home •. What a laugh. · I' got as. far· .. .-. /;, - 
7.-:~_:....;..:._. ·-:-,.'.•·.[-:·~'- 1L,--~ · · .. •.-: .. : .. '· ,,_;:·.?"►~~~J~•i ;--.··•_ ..... ,. ., i!- · - ~---~':"''. .. _,. ·•. ·, .· ,· • •.· ·-... _. ..... _ .,-;-: _ • ,,. ::,-,_-:_: I!:~;'.~-:~--:- 

<{-.,;~ ·.,~,;:~~-~;. as Winnemucca. -,··!i"Nevada, ,where a hick sheriff nabbed· me.•-:_; Because. __ : 
~;_,.:,· .:·:." 'i'. - .... < •• • ·•··-~:- ----~1:. ··~ . . • ... . -. -~- ·.'I;,~··.,..·.~·---····· . ~~: .. :•·.·. ~~- .. ·~·_1\ .. c..:z·:~:---:· ', 
'';;::;,'-~--:•, .• ·.I had taken stolen· property across a State Line, :the ·Feds._took;,{;·.:~- 

.... ~~!,. ';:_~:.-~-:?.i,}°; • , ,. I -:if:;)'• .. _;.._,, t=• :: • •' · • , ,•, _•.~,:~ • .• ' -._ :_ •·. ·• ··1-:_r_>.~t::~-~-; ·:.::~.-- .""~--:~-..:._'!-,•-·~ • 
<'!'{:;· .• /f:~_me in chargr. I --pleaded _g,uil ty and·:drew two:-.years ._at,.Jhe<Federal · .'3<·./ ... ~_-}==,-· • " ., -. .,_ , .·- • ~- · . _ . .· - ,,.: ~:- · , • ...4?•~1- .· ·· ... · · ·. '. ·:\---- ~ - ·: · -. · · : :1 ..... ~~ .. ~~::i"/k·:- · -~- .. .J?j ~ · · · 

~:i;,J;> ~. -:i-;;:;,:prison. ·•·· in_,El '.':;i_t~i?,Reno, · .. :9_kl~homa. /I '·sefve_d ::.twentymmonths,: and,, ~"nt· . 
-it~\•·-~.-,., .--~:~-- . , _-.- , .. /rX,--t-.,•:-:·,. -·"'· -.:;"~-...1·~-=-·· '!•- :·•~:.·~- ·_··.· .... ·-~.:-\.f(t,• .. :-:,.. .;-'.:..,.,:.:-.-·~•f:;.,..~~:~·-.-_.·'..-·1•1;_:~:~¥-~-'\ r?·.,·, . _ ..... _ _. 

: •• ,, '·.-
0:.:~.:to Tulsa.·and got~>a;·_job-'.as·a baker~"•:l·.I had learned the trade-:in~El·-Reno. 

-re:' - :;:_:":4~ ,. :f· . · · ;f1;\/:-.·'/ ,_• - ?),\(-~{ :a • ... '.·-.:·'\~?\·i'·:•··;:,;:+-:t;\"\'-'•~.'.-'!<:''?"~(:-:·l;:,;c;{,;:J:.::\~r· .. \~\~Yl;:}/-i:-?.~~-- 
':t.i··,.::~::•':!) After a··fe'!{ mont_hs. I wen(:back hoaie{'but r:.,had:,..itchy ·.f~_~_t: .. bad,·J.Jt;;,·::, .. '<·: 
••,~.;•••' ~, .. ••'\;.•~~ •,,:_ • ;..:, .. •"}.,-f.~.• •: .~•, .,,~•/: ,_'!-. '.i,' t •.-•••.-,•::'; • ,_• ,~•6<••••_,.~:•,:• • ·• ~:.;);_..l:~~i,":-7:,:,;.,J!~ ••:.•:$,•~~L:,~,:•!: ~• >, . 

. 'f,. ,:; .. ,~.~)·1'and didnt · .. stay:.ich{g~.~ I. ·drifted ·to,;Wichi ta ·where I· 1earned-_jny·::·friend. 
~-:.{ll •J<. _• ,•::> .... ~~·.: • . '• ' ----~~-•..!.."?7~-~- ~ :·., •. ,.,"!" .. !-~-..:,•.•~ . ~' ,.-.._ ·. ·. '\ -,: · · .~-- · . .c, ·: .• • : .. :• ... •, .. _,...:';/ ~"."--~•....).-~_·, :. -. . ,.,..':,~•.,:· -~, •• ~- '• 

;;k?~'.'fS:<Max was dead. -·~Hei'was'· a.')'ight guy :ind ·1:r the ,cops0hadnt"'.;interfered~, '. 
.::~~ :: _: -~~_he would· faye .. m~~7 __ me. a rig~t guy!_:\~ike _him_s::~f-•,/j/: ... :{:;~·11~t~t:•_-.·.,,/TJt}\{~· :•· · 
/·_ .-·•<"·~ichita had too aany memories, so,I.was hoping to bump ,into Sheika_-/ . 
/,< , · · ~: · ·again, --r hitched· a 'ride:' _to. Frisco •. -Maybe, you .. dont. want"."i t, ·~but·.\· .. ·_. ·· ·· 

.. :· .. just le·t. somebody' take it awayand ·youmwant -~i:t.:back again, real ,bad •. · 
'. , ·Thats the. way .Sheila affected me, I guess. ~·t~(-;_;, -:5,<:t:'::);}::• .. ·.:• _.;:)};/'-?:'.- .: 

. ~ :-~- . • . .•." .. ' ' . . . .· . . _., .. _ ' . . ::_- ·., -,. . . : ·:~ .• : .• ~_.:· . . _.. ..• _· ·_.·, : _. . ~ ,• •. , ... ~ .... - .. : •::.i·•' ·,t~-. ·. . .. 

·.' ·r bumped around Frisco ,for a couple of months ·and was getting -nowhere 
.·----fast. ~ome guys ·are satisfied with a. steady job, ·a nice quiet. home - 

:_1_ ... ~.;_t:~_ •. _:_:.:,~.;'.:;-~.:_:;:~~-:-~-~:r.~_1,·;;_;.~.:.;,~_f_:'. •• • '• ·- 'f.~1it :~~t~i:~~:i:E:~!;~i~ :~~~ :!hi1i~:;~ai~::;h;;:~i:~f ~ :: :, .. · .. 
-·:. quicksand •• Mzybe thats why I have· spent half _my--life bel"!ind ·ba~,9.~·:.t'. - .. , 

·.\' 

' H .,\ \- I, .,. ~ ., . ~· ,· .· 

"''!' •• _ ....... : 

'• ·-.,_' '\ .. · 

.-:,>-. ·-:. 

;:_· -_,; .. 
•· . ::-•-/ ... 



,j\ x:t.: '{!tl;t ·• < ',t~Tz ·. \l;J1t·e,J!?J!~I~~Yi[ ., .. J?:~~ 
·""~\·· ··-,.,·"'- -;7r. In December' -~;.9-50 ·, ·. I ~~!-~gured I'~ ~~_ttld· 'g? -~·pa?°k \°h<?:1°1~\a?ld - s·ur~,r:!s~_:-?t 

,, :;e·_··: .. :."/t· ,, .. the folks for .. Chr~stmas._:?;: _was bro~~,., birt , l. 1;:,-~idnt :·.9q}_!}e~. m~ • }t·:~;_ ;:\/ I 
_. .u~-':·I took another walk one night andra t o Le ·anotn.er car;";',{Y...,is t1me.;::."··.•·. '.i_ <t: ~ '· .. ::;:;•··the hi.ck sheriff's· from Ca.11fornia .. to Kansas:·werent. looking and.'-:;: .. ;·.·< 
?i-~:<•:-·:-· •• •i::.·J,,;\,~I made "it~·-_ I spent the hol.idays with··the>folks· and:_.'.had"i!Cgr ~nd'>:\i:•_·:::\, 
f \_.;:_··. ?~:\?;time.-· · I was· out; :·9f dough :a couple of - times,.,~- but ~I: brqke ,_.into<~·!.:~:'.:-." - --;'. 
i:-. /';: .... /f'.: ·\qollple pf stor~s<~o. _repJ.e1ish my ·~upply of. __ lettuce~ .::JfA? '.,-(·-.- .. > ;};~~?~'f: > ·.·· 
.?:,. ._:, .. : <f!~/'~ .• - •.-, --·- - '.,_t_.t:::fJ~ .. -.:f'. ·. -~·1{r .. <\ . - :;·:fJ{./·: ~:){t:.J>/t:.1,~..::1:;!t~ifff.;~t1.· .. /_ - ·>tri~:r .. :~.r-\ 
•·~ :· :,, 1 :> ?'•:;:lrn March I decieed Ito ·he~d· for Fl6ridat: I!still ... haci>the · car .. I?i{:f;:< __ .. · ,.' 
;1, ·.:-,- • =('t.~Z~had ~tolen i1; Qa.ti~o,rn;a, ... s:o I. di~,nt h~ve·:~ny: ~ranspo:f..ta_tion-·t?~/.>·;• 
-~_;--• .· .. ,~:~,,~"-worries. I d i.drrt Jmow i..t .but time.was r-unnfng.oub on. me fastl.!:.,'t".:,~.::: 
~.;: :;/:_J{f~jI_robbed ·a few .. ·J9ints on th7 way•:°S9,uth,•.,9ttt·:-~-J-en, fio:'.~p.e~.I .hiij!(( _. 

-.if.J<·.~--;·_\~1f:M1l ton, I;!. _·busy 11.:ttle t9~- in Santa,. .Ro sa Co~nty- Flo:i;:1.da~·- I· \;/as·:.?···.,·. _ 
;i'}i·':./~~~1/'./~at. br okev.. I.:- par'ked ~1:e.~.9-~r uri.der~:.a_:,"·dogwood· tree ~.-·:::~d: slept~~ntil ·· .• 
;:-;,'.:.· ~-.x~"'.tm1dn1.?ht •• When: I_, aw~ke ,_ I, ... d~ove · s~o:"1l¥,,·a~_ot11;~ ~~e ~O.~~;thouse:·sqllare, :0 
:::.:.::P-.-~i}f.,.studying --the_ sto~es_ and. trying. to I~decide :.wh~ch··one t(f:r~.take. Two1 :.-;:. · _,-: 
''~\;_,':/' ffblocks: from. ;the sq:uare .r spied one./of·· these,::chain .. gf6cery stor_e:s:~·- : : 

~;J/(;: :It loolted easy,.-~§~'.--· I ··cir·cked around the. bl:~~k-:·a ~oµple of; tim~s ._. ·· .·: 
,,,;·~..,;f~'.'})irl to make sure t_l\~ .• )frjoint_ · ~as~t being_":.,watched.'\WhenI was;tsatis ied ,··>'.-·-·. --~ 

:I;:-::.:_,:t:::._;;,f/t-I parked the_ c~~--a· •.bloc~-':._away and ;-w~lked _ _.-to_;~he.;rear:::o;f' the . stor_e •. ;:: 
._;:/ft~.:t!¾~i It was\ e-~~t~~:5.:Iz~;,~~ · i~\.}}{ ,_,ff;+~}::/\}ti$f~~{!?ffi:.:/:, ;J:ff;t::; :_ftit~!t\ 
·';/{." ~~-:.:.(;1-<tAfter my- eyes.• -became accustomed :to ,.::the layout .,inside:~·:r.- J1ad· :no,:;_,;:: · : 

z,)j/·•. ·,;_?•t~\ trouble finding··the cash registert~t~The drawer,.:·was operi=and the~:.:,\., .. _-,·.( 
?\-y;\ .. ·;_:~,~-:\,\-only thing j.t con.ta1:ned _wa·s·a .bag-:o:f. nickles/\l found/out ·1at_er\/~· _ _;·./, 
?-:_::: > :~.-,ic~~.-there was· exactly; $14 •. 15~iri, it. I.t/was. be_tter than .nothing~,~·-so"~ < .·:-,-:· ')::·;~·_t';_~·:}.: I stuck it·· in· m~, pocket·,: ·and hurried back· -.to the car.:-,:_'.(r gunned\"· . 

,-~;}y"~l(;f{· !~: ~8:~:;it~i;~!f t-;~-~~::-s•~J;gi~~if ~:ar~:~;i!t0ci!f:i;f ~z-~~~~li.~!~a,{l:~~;~-•-~z{• 
., .. _._;t<:,i.'.J~i}?i mile slipped:. by:~·'.'J l;>egan · getting nervous~·. '.l'he· car- staye_d·· rignt/'".tt· 
:•:'·:t~:·:~:.;?:·.::::.!:/behind me. -,I:t/,-~as .:still>there when I went \thru the town of . <:~:r~?: ·· 
\~~;\:.::\~f c::e stv_i~;:.~_:\I_ ,. ~·'.!:t~t~~~~. to ~}tch the_ ·-;_~:-,}h_;.: ~~~ ~\ :,~~~~.:\.-~ ··got~. 'l~t:t :, _, r;- 

:;;)?!;,:::· :~,.:. J st. 9efore:.I-ihit':Defunta.n:Spri gs,·:I. s1rung ·into a :·side ,road';ar_1d,: 
·•::.:-.1};~::j~~".doused th~?lig}j~s:::_,_;When.'.I:'left the car. and.,hightailed·\'i..t throµgh:. 
iff~t~tJ:·t~e woods· ·as'.~_£a.'~t~~i(_'my ,legs would:_carr? -in~~--: I must.:~a~e··run/21.i~·,.:,.'..'~· 

.::~~-~/:~.rule before I fe~;~ safe.·;,;:,: There -was·:a .littl_e o~ulvert.~·ne~rby,/{~o _·- .. '. 
-t~t~it~f 1 dee i~,~:~.(~.?,. \~rl~~>~? iP,~~f-~J ho~Ji:3~~~ey~_•_{?:":()fi:·:~·1:/t;ifi:\<\f~~1: _:;-_,'(,: 
::1/;:~tf/f~ I. dont know ho'fJ:fJ:pp.g ·rrhad-' slept.:\pefore .r:~fel t domething· prodqing · , ; i -~~;,q;f~iy. me. i:h~ the: sid_e;i\~ppeneq.· iµy:·.eyes ·.,:to ·.-see, a gri~-faced';~:f"arme~ ·-:"'.,Bf;lf(;.h/-t) 

z"..~/. , . ..;,:::; )'1:.;.. pointing, a dou_ble. barf'~lled shotgun at me "">.:-!.'WhatchA"'.DOIN HERE~-·-:<··.<·• .. 
. --._,j' "., . .,,'P:\~ . . r~ ·.·...: -...,;. ,_ - .. ~ , . -. • , .-.,.~- ·-,s. . .,, ... ~- -~ ,. 

='./\'~r:i j\~;. MISTER'\: he __ ·sna.pp_ed ;·_ ,r,iry-bbedmy eyes ·, It '.Just:. grabb jig:..:-a ·few. hours ·· .. ·_: 
l&:t~t;;{;i-~~~ of s1e·ep·:··)\riy' ha,fm;:in .. th , .. t_?-,_, · , .!~Maybe ~ may,be:: no.:t /l~!:l.erti·:ya.cfro~? ''. :·-'./.; 

:-/:/ :1?'. tl·' Kansaa, I ·,am. h~lchhikirig my way mto'(miami. </':'j;~~ ."f'~ri/1'!f:.{t~i:,,-;._, .. ;' .~ .--;'iI1g;~~-'\:'-''::i 
;·- -;;-:~/ ·,:•_::, __ ~J The farmer· looked. skeptical. " You -~ont look .. like, a ·.a·anged hitch ·. · 
:f(·'~:· __ ,.-_?::,:t hiker :to··me~ .Y-i:n.tr.":-cl,othes· are too ,good.- Whatcha··-you.running·t1/t:.· __ "~:.• 
<.:~I:_;·._ ,, ... f'<' away from,,nii.~ter_.?"·- . - ; ·:/ ;_:;_.-: · '._.: .ii,:\.-.-f:;c:·,,._:\::r,: .. ~:~¼':~,~~i, .. :;-/}lJ!i~tL- , .. _: . 

... t,,.C,,: .. ··,-:: i "Nothing" I~s:naipped angrily, "Anyway, ·whats•its'your'.•".business?"_-~---'. 
i'-,:~Ji~';;,' ·:·~:· You ,ai~t- the ·law; .• ~ .Maybe .not, but· I am-going ·to take_;you to :~-e·m.,- .. 
, .,-/ .. _.} .. · ·'~; ·: just the . same •. Git moving." · ~---"'·: -· '_.::.: ;>,-·,,-:•~: ... :· :_.: · ~·i'.';'.f;f\. · • · , ·t;~:-,:~--.: · "' 
i\< ·l\'• t/> . I was just getting_ maddrr. bynthe - rninute "and . I "s"tarted~i~_toward's/t>.~~:·_.: .. 

.. _ ~-:~t;f-f· . .-._ ' =t.' · him. I.halted,' however,. when I saw his finger· tighten ·on:. the{·:,..-~.;-' ,- · 
1:\~t;~t;.-,L-'-·. trigger. · ... Thats bett~r, sonny; :now git moving before I git riled"· 
~~;~'1::/iU:;- :,. He marched me ·thrumthe- ·woods untilwe · came to Defuniak Springs.::,_.·., .·- . 
>;J/Jitt)f,r There_· he turned me overto>the Sheriffs office--~- A quick· search, of·.:- ._:· - 
i~~-~i~.":.?'.~rkt>:··· . _ my Dockets revealed the bag· of· nickles. -; I knew -I was· sunk when, · ·. · 1i(/,. /::~ff::1:i[:~~f.-~-:~ ~-, the - Sheriff .told :.one of his de put i_e s _to: get. ,JherLff . : Marcha11· Hayes _ 



. -t, i: ?f?16 . . , .· .. ·::,. .• c.;, '/::,_\/·:'tf:t1i:.~:~:iJf'ill 
_; ·,!}~~c.::;· ·~- ;·a .. They·returned me. to Milton where Sheriff,Hayes-questione·d;biie':,:;t· 

- :)~1?;_ .. < . .'., '-'c: •. about the robbery. He was a real nice guy, a. lot different from · . ·-<=;· 
/:,~~.,j-· _. :· · :,'·,;_,. · the. usual kind -of· small. town officials. yo~ run into. I- admi tt'.e.d.> _:, 'ti_•, 

.)~2~\:. · · .· ,·.,;:~:;·: breaking into, the store and signed a confession. There .was ¢-d~t:·•?'fi 
-.:Y.: >:;! . . ~~> nothing else I could do, they lhad me cold. ·After they· questioned "'_. .'-~· 
"'.<\lt,~.- · ·, __ :; (·.me for a couple. of hours,. I was locked up. in the-_ Darrta :Rose:;Co':ip.ty':_:·: 

· · ·: :,: :· jail which is ,located on the top· floor of .t he c our thouse ;' :::::::.7!1~."I;~~~·;-:·~t 
, ... ;,:·~Because of my previous record .. · the judge. gave me ~-10 ·years::;}}\( ·_::.'..'._;_r 
'.~' : in the Florida State Penitentiary at Raiford. They_ returned ~m~F:j•\';)~·i) 
{\.'/ upstairs to await transportation to .Raiford. I' was. theF~ __ thr~e-/--~~::.-\{ 
··-,:• .. _·days 'when I got_' an idea.;,. _I was· going. to. br-eak cout t .:fJ/->.:·_ '1:::,:.,tA~.t:~z~t~/\-;;\l: _ <tf>. . - - .· ._ -.-.,,·.\ · ·.. : - :. :-: ,.::-:t . ·. · "., .- __ .. : \~. ;, .... ;~'.~~A,/·'-°tit\~-r.;· ,::~t?J .. t~·}t\-t::· \;: 

··.<_.<i/ The cell block was a large enclosure inside the top :floor, :~i:t'jtl;:;~\l\;~ 
. ,,,,.* - Y:~ ·' .<·· :-t something like a building· inside of ,1. building. It was ca Ll.ed:" .. :::.,/.-:::·); :/-1:~-- .. ,<-~~i? a bull-wing .. .and there was approximately 15 ft between it arid: .. :\\ .,._::~_\' 

·: :-~i«::;{f::::~·: , ·/t1;:· the surrounding .wa l.L, Every morning thry, would let __ . us. cub for :--· · -:.:·:: 
... ·::.:-::.;;.,._~,:,,.,~ ."~:': .. /{L; exercise. T.hen,.::.about ten minutes before lunch, they would· ...... send_\,.:< ,:;Xt :-t _}: /f· ,:_. ·. ~:~f:i-in a Trusty to- re tur-n us to our cells. once that_· he<gave t~~ ,,.:f ·:_•-e_t. 
/ ":-.1~';'/'t . •·· :··\fl'~:· work that we were locked up, a jailer woul.d wheel in -and · ·_,:>::·~:.}£:•':<. · ,/::• 
·_;/f'!_/~%/ . ·-:/·'.~·\'.distribute. -the. grub. ·I. noticed one flaw in ·this ~rrangement.,,•fo\ _ /'.;: 
::,\·::·;~-\;·,, · · · -· ·; ;--;;;,{ The jailer didnt bother ·to close - the outside door· 1 · '.f ·.·- ··.·. _;.,.,.:}-·i/~t:-:;:;;,.,-;~✓-~ ,.. .. ~fl~t;~;:5ft·~ , . =-. ~r~~ :· - .. ". ·:- -·-, :. . · .. : · _) - .... - ~- . · · . _. --. -~ ·-'-, · - · _._-~•-r_~~: :'i: \ _ -~- - -.; · ~'-~!-:t~:/t:· .. ·.: ... ~-~~lf2~1tt<·. -~--~~);\~~ 
-::r:,;;'(:;;/ ···· ,;-,.:..;• The way I figured, All I "had to do. was to ·slip'_ to .. the· top· of ~~~i):/, .\~; :. 
·.:._,-_t:;/'::,( · >~ the· .cell block .a, r£ew minutes before meal time and h.Lde,' .. ·_·/:.(\~At>·-.J t - 
,·~;-:-•~/~~fL:: ... -_",-,./J'·.· The, while -the 'Keeper and Trusty were busy -dishing out :i;he·:.food .':··'_:,::··~ ·: · 
-,-i:·:~\t/ .. -·,\1;:_ : · fJ.l?Id slip . from my qperch tand _. sneak cut _,of_ the,.:q.oor •·>•The .. roof//.,:.:..::.:)/.:}::/i: 
~~~1~~JJ:~s/',>£i~~~;.'.of. :the' ce Ll.. bl-oc-k'fwa$ ~c:_e·rn~ng,·~ soJunH~ss -th~i~_-misse<Lj~~:;=~-the:r;eijv~s-;;f,~t 
~,•~~t :?f.:..-"':·:.: · .::.-,:-,.:;.:.: not a chance ifi the world of them spo t t i.ng me. :.: ,_(.•\:~~:ff,':;_.< ,;,·<;:;;~~::--~;.::-· ... ? - /~"'.:\:l :~Y.~=·.,,>:~:~:f/-" · ·. . . ;-. __ - : . · . -.; . - . - ·-."~ :-· . . .. · : ~ ·:· . .::_.,.: ;::>.?:f:.?~~~~,:~::,<Jl.l~{£t1;i\_·_ ·::<, 
;.-;l:.r,;;g,,::;·;~~::_:::1·;4 I decided to :try- 9ut my._ plan that nighg, ·June. 28th./_! ·told;the .,· · ... 
;.•--_A~:~~;f~,'- ,;f7 \; other guys abqut my plah~ ,. but none of them 'v'lanted any part of/t t~ .. / ': 
·:-;;·~,{i;~;\:,_:_ }s-·:~,,~.::.: Most .of them ·were·_ short termers ·i;i.nd I couldnt blame them inuch::·;--:·'_;_- _ _- .· 
:-. '••,~··;;1f::,.::_- :·. :-<~it They agreed· to keep the trusty and. jailer busy so that ·my· absence --: '.·· 

.; _:_;,-:. ~~~.firii .. ~-:...,~¾fJil·· ld = b t· . d . . - - ~-... ~ ._.:?t~ ... '.· .. !;:•::-..: .. t-:•t~·.c!:- . .!.;,--e- . .'·-~~i~:- ... ,_.,_1,.!',- ... ·,. .... ~. _._;.' 
·,_ .. ·••:..--'~·if - •• 1_-f"._wou nu.. e no ice. _ . .,_ .... ,, . -·-··•".·'. •··-~·-:-~:--:"~- ..... ;· .. -,,",·t..:-.t;·J_,,,·:. ,_,. 
·;.;}fl0:~tll:t~·- ·:· - -'-,:,::ftAbout- 5 minutrs before dinner cali that. night, I shinnied u:p:-~the · .· ::-::~ 
\;,-·,,:}tff··:-. : .. ~·Jt bar·s and cr·ouch~<:1, ort_the cell block roof. :MY ,heart ¥{8;_~ ·beating_, .. /:;._-;i.~--t 
~~'.; .i1t~~~~ <. · .,, .. <'t;t\ like a tr iphamrner_. ·.·· as · they wheeled_, the .:f'ood· · wagon .. in~·- .. :·: Inching_; my<;, rt: 

:-•-: ····~~:.c- :.~~~t;lway ·forwa_.J;'d,'.l looked d_own:.: Sure enough, 'the.outside:°/~-oor was>:t(iti,::·:-_\? 
\>.: ._ ::/~t open. With.,_a: ,prayer on m~{.).ips, I swung over .th!! side."and. eased.t!;'::'-:·._,;·: 
;}~:::-.--~'.~"J'.~~down· the}$_t'eel bars. like.~- cat. There was a. short .flight 'of :stc;.irs '.~~-~c 
:.~-~··.::::i\onmy.right, so. r.:fuade fo.r:.it. I was still wearing·my~c:lothes/~~;,_,:.i>'.;.;.S 

:'\e\/.-rf;~ so· I ·~new, if~,I .. ~.4~dnt r_µn:Jnto one · of,_·the deputi~~, . .,I.\Wouldnt ~.P~-~,---/;~f::t. 

rt~:~7i·felr.:c?~~ttr:0~::~~tiea,~¥ii~;0~ 1:{r0;1~i_:?ti1~liFi~~~· .. •~£Iiif.::;i!J}1 
'·!t;,~_,::f-'_'?.;::. · ··. t courtroom.· ·There '·was. no body there, _so I hid :•·under-·one· J:>f. the0;fl:"·"_.;-,·. ~1..:~- 
(;ft:t' ·, · · ·. benches.'. I dee iced 'against leaving: the building while.::t was \iti11 · :t:. 
i.:y~\t\:. , . · ·able to· be seen :iri ,the daylight •. - With my luck running 'the way.:. ,: .- ''t• 
;:;}}.:\;,:,,. •. _·: .. "it. was, •1 would .be'· certain to bump .into Sheriff '.:Hayes .himself//,,\'} .2/: 
, ,' •• /._ ;· • • , • • •. • • • . •. ,.:. · · .-•. • •. ,·· ,·! ·: .,_ ·;_·_•_r· .• • :· ~--~.?~lf'_•·"'- . : .. ~ .:•.:t~<:·1>,· _ .,.,_ I dont know how"long·I lay there before. _I decided ·to :_make mi:move·.~f 

, - ·,···.· · ·· · It was dark. outside and there were hardly a!'!,y trafic __ sounds, .;,s·o·.,; : ,' ;; 
:)i}{FJ:: .,_,. I _figured it .must be late. I walked down the. darkened·'.stairway :;.,.;:,._:~-~_';:> -···-" '::t.:< : . to the street without meeting anyone.· The park benche~:i,··.: usually;·:·, <:.:· 

., - . ~ filled with old guys ch~wing the fat, were empty. ·::;)jt,f':~) .. '?;:_ .;, :t:-:\{kt(\}t:. · 
~: \~.{:~::·· .• .·,) ;_·· '.. j .-;- • ' ; • .,, ·' • , • 

.-. ,; _ .. .,.--~- . . ~ ; \ . .: ,' 
•;. . .. _. .. l ,. .,. ~ . ~ · , . ' , 4- , '~ '• ,. • ~ , ~ • • , · • : ,~;fr. ' ·.·. . ., ,'' 



,~ 7 · ":) 
1:: :;\ ,\ ,Jf'.i · · · ··,tf :-''·: . t::( .· . ?tI1m~l(. 

• - •. r..;,.~ /.I.;_~·.· . .:'"s<· . ·-< • .. ·.·r headed across the• street towards: a?' one car,1!;:<••>:::;"~::; :· 
- · ~i-• ., _ _-parke·d. a~ -the/cur~. As I ap.proa?hed .it, I gla11ced ~qu'i.ckly .. arm,ind:::X\, 

· , '{/}There was .no one in s Lgh t , Holding· mynbreath, I turned .the :<foorr,;-::,-(f 
- · •i\i't~''haddle. · It was uru.ocked.;: For the next f'Lve minutes--T· tried_ ·),~~--!it?'tJt /:; 

· _,.-·;::[/feversihly to -ge~ the car _started .. by· jumping the ignition. wir-es~-,.-·,r:~· 
· · · :i,,~i{ but i ~ was no soap, I cursed myself· for not . -:taking- a __ mechaniqs-)? :·t:t·/'' 

~-- - course -wh i.Le I. was in .stir. Finally I had to gi ve, i_t~i:up._: ·· I -;._;f:f:::3,i·~-}'.'1f~if 
:;-·i~.".,,,,.-insoected the .. glove apartment and :.found a :fully loaded ~J2 calibre)7, 
·._ ·/~':;itl}}'Smith Wesson,· ··I stuck· the gun in my back pocket andvhead ed _:;out_···,;-,,/t\· 

''_-f-:<·-~·-f if town. I had 'the 'wi.Ld : icl'ea if I could reach some 'cca.s'ta.L. town:'.:\·:.'=/;£'_ 
.. ... like Pensacola;'. I might -siip cut+on ·a fishing .boa'trand land·:•in.'.-:~'.,->"(~i 

·Mexico-some place. If I1.d_ known what was r~ally'going,to:happen:'•:-~.;\,? 
<during the next~_J6 hours-,) I'd. have turned'.around:',::;:_~tid:.given?myself 
·,up; :- I kept walking· at" a1 brisk pace. and· pret.ty: .. soo_ri'-t::_.was iri/a -.~--;'",;,. 
,l:l.eav~ly ·~oo~ea,: -:secti~n: Th_~re · wc;snt a hou~e in sigh~(:·-:.,, :/,-:t~~?-:i~;5~t\J 
.A· brigll,t moon ,_~a~ shining so. Ld Ldrrt . have. trouble: finding·. my1':,y,ray~_t:,./· 
, The mo s:q,ui.toe s .. and other ·i.:iight bU:g~ •were~- bad_,·i:~~houg~i.k /. -.;t:_,~(:11'J.t·?~r-:t~; << 
~ - _ "'-~ · •:~r _..., "f$.. ( .{.· •• :1'· ·\::.:~_-'-:i. ••. -· ·• 1:i:_.• ... ~ .- ..... - - .--·- .• ~.~- ..... ·:,_.::~;~=-;~:.::,.;-• ::-:--~: •-.::-:·-::.-. .... ,_._ .. ;i~>.,>';.,~z~-~~.?~r~.:~:;t::- . .;_ 
JU st befor,~ -sunup I started lo6k~r1g for a,'place j;o-·:sl~ep;~~•--~::;j.:ftfi-.)~,~~;i 
Mo s't of" the :lanq--_wa~ dry and sandy .and the _tall .scraggly oaks 'wer e ._::-::; 
no sheJter :· fcjr:~~;~he- blist~~ing sunf.:so I managed. to_\:find '8:. _thicket.I~,_ 
that v,_ajf :fair.1y.:.: shady, _· $0 I curled ··,up and .~ried·'. to,.· sleep. -.~.L.t(J~~',tf:',i~~;:. 

, ~t was_ :;'illlp_Os~tb_le! ". The· 11eat was;_:y..?rrifi~ 'and .-alf,~inds~,or~~:~i1Iff;}/} 
insects ·wer:e. crawling ,oyer matter::,.; in. a me_tter_ o:f. !Ilinutes, . ,';(J~'.'2'' •:·r> 
Sometimes· I · heard people· nearby and:: I hugged -'the ground for '.~-;."f~.:";:':_·/t\·:/ 

~-·· dearlife~: .. ./i:the alarm was undoubtly. out for ,me .bymnow·;·.<and· I ~Jmew><'· :" 
C. ' ' ;}{:~f i~~gi\ft~ihl~~~~~'fd~i~rt~Jf'fiit~,ft\~t"tfl~it~ 
:· ..... .- _::·:70_. and legs_ were __ covered with mosquito· bites._~To,add to my ntrouble ·_.. ; 
1~~~~ ,::.:';~ _I was .,~~ngr~··,-~:_;.:t was now more _than·. 24 hours since. I h':d . , -·'.':_.:; :./:.- _ 
• ~~-,: ,~~-:' ,.··~ .. _eaten;·anything~_-)'/hen: darkness fell, ·.J start~d _· off ,_again,. keeping .. 
';-r.- · -·· · to the':_west, _and::the· Florida coast~:./ As near as L could figur_e, ,> · .. 

~it was a·round midnight· when I saw a.> sprawling~ vinecov-ered. house;;" , 
·.in the wqods.'i:I:'c,ircled: around. it~~Q?-I'efully··; my whole· body. ached:-:<"\{ 
'with _thehunge:f/··109king for. signs.-::-of lif~_ •. ,By ·this --;time I· ;·;:,ti:t";\;;;- .,.. 
r~movi1,,- .. !P-t\~~9~~-,,~Ed :<?.~_ep\::3ilen~Jy.onto :!tie ._wood_!n.":p?.1:.9~~:\f;l~~~~L~-~<1·:. 

. -•x.~ .. -~.~\'.u-~• ·, .,,,.:.-.$&~.~.f.-:· A.~._ ~ ;·-•.· .~ \~· :...:;'-. ., ... ~_.,1.._. .. ~ .. -~.-- :: ·_-'1;":-';-.~•Y". t.·••.r,;..,~~iSie:itr;.~~- ~•f_·,•r·-· 
. I· tire?-_\ori_~?f ·t_he door·s,_arid' it was/open. :.s·o iar,>my:luc·k'·wai:r\;)z!t,'?''.?~i;A· 
·ru:n1;ing/6'kay_. /Jt ~+~pped: i_nside · and,stood · b~ck. agains-t{yhe •~9c{:r;,;~~t:;:J;'.f 
_·_until myneye~ got ·accustomed- to_-th~. darkness; .iI saw I,c:~asiiri.~a-:::;~; ;\::;,: 

·large. :,living· re.om, -~To my right, ··a tiny bulb bwl::ned in:·.the ;·bathroom~ 
-~- Beyound.,,:,that ;,_:r::~c9uld .make·:' out the, glossy. _outline ~of. a ·:.lrigidair.~.. _;: 

.. ~ · ._ ·.- . · . __ ;;~•:.; •. .. "; ,•:,,:... · - · .. · :,.R .· · r.:-"'::_. _;.;· ·: - - · -~:·•'.- -·_.-.-~:-: •. ~; ,t.';~/··! __ :;;:c,.·;3l<.:::·7:--; ...... ....:-,·•--···: ;r.:~.;/'f:.~. ·· :-;~.:,_ .. ---~;,~i My bod¥ shook _)Ji th anti'c~pation~: and I st'umbledoy~rta··chair __ ;_~-~t\ j'.~<} 
):1J\ I straightened ._out and tiptoed _9-of.tly towaz:ds :-the-JF~tchen. 1;;I-;;,-~:-\ . . 

. -}~Jt1: hardly· got there when:" Get the· ;·;.;e11· out ·of he:r;e,··_you," '.· ~rj~):?:,:J:.~·-,. - 
· -.' \l_ It wa:s a 1·mans voice and it was gruff and stern :and ·it: scred:'-the· .. '> ·· __ -•· , ·]r, daylights out· of me. Petrified with fear, I turned: towards th-e:~- · '_'_->~: 
, -: .-·:i~~ .voice and. the guri in my hand became a flashing :tongue iof:iflame. '. . '_;-\ 

· _; ::,f · Once, twice, • six. times ·L pulled. the trigger1 :: ;,:· '!\:,,.,;\&;:,-t ~·-~-:ii'.<,.,_fi'f,_> ·· ~.---rt~ .. · . . ·,.~~:~ '._i. -:· ~- . ~· · ." .. '. • .. ;·l.-f_. - . , . •~-"' ~ ,:;~::~~~tf~f-:~~-·~:~·\;;:}?:::~~-)-/tt.~~ .. :. i{t?:·: ~:: ~:. : 
, .. :~.- I heard somebody groan and it was only them I realized.-- •tha~~t · · 

:-: · I had 'known all the time. It was-· something I cant; explain,·· it al, , 
-:-~;:;• ijappened so fast. One moment I was happily ;anticipating what :·· ~:;'. .. ,: 
:\f .. I would find in the frigidaire, and the next I ._was- blazing away · _,·. :; ·. · -/:f. with a gun like some trigger haupy punk! · · --~' ,:.:,; ~"'-;. :/:;·; · :·. , ,,:, -i <~---- ·- <. 

:,:· .. · .. · .· ·_·, .. . · ... · __ · . . . -~- .- • -:·: .... , ·' .. ;-~'/·~•\;/:~"""',.: . ."<:·:•/.$~ ... ~~~~~\·:~~-r~t~--- ,-_~!:., . 
. !-:;;· .,. ~t,> I sumpbled · from ;the ,_house :~nd ran ·?,-nto .the woods. r dont' know. how,_ .· 

-. ··_,AiJi:t,,:;,-,.. <:~::,4,' long I' kept going or even·what direction I was headed.:, All I wated'~:· 
_,,·,,;:l-)~(t/·, :,·J-JiY to_do was .ge_t:.away as far·;as possible fro~:_the~_nightmare I'd just·,·; 

trii;:, ?i '~:~Il?t:?.~;~t1,tt:/ti;t?J.\;fi~rrl· .. ~~~f) 11tt1~;tij•:·iltiiil 



~··.:.-, ~.,,!, - __ :.,.: •. ~~.\~~~.·- -,-.-. ' .. ·,, • "•1_• .··,. \,._:.-::..' ,•F ~_,,! 1• • .. ,►;.,·•~•".:•t:,•,:.:;:!-~~A,':.·/::·t~~•1. ";; .. t• ... ,/•·:.,•".·~j;· -~••:,;..t'~,-~ 
• • ~--· ·-,·~·,{;· • - ~~- :-- ,L , " •. • • .; ,.,,.. '1 .. ~ ~ .~...... • -t- ..., ... ~ l..;.:- ~ .. ~..,._..&J- •. , .·4-f!>·=,.tr·· 'ft';\~ ........ ..:-!t; - ;;.',;:__,,,._:rt«. 

·.::-t,~,l':,1::.· · _ .·:~--.·:.\,~_.:r ... ·.·: .. :.·,~."-~ ... ·~-,:-··.·.~ ... · 
8 

.... _::_' · --.~::·.:. :; .' . . ·.> ';-~,·.::~: · - ·" ;' >_:: ;:~_,· -~.:<::}r.r~.~~ .. ',{!t.~.:W.~It:.,,~f.~f-~_;.,~~·(ti;j~.~~ .. :.· .. ;.~~.{_::.~· 
·:_._·~.:~.:.t_~_i.1;'.r.':.t_;.!_ .. ::.~.~_: . -.-~::~~ - AlBD wa Lk i.ng" that I realized I - had left· my:··shoes·:behind; ~·:~_:-j-~'.,:·:::-<:. 

· ~ . ..--~- '::·:>tfSomewhere · on my mad flight, I remembered throwing ·the' gun: into."Y•.:::t<:,;:: 
·• •' ··;i_-':' ./:':·a. stream. Alternating walking and minning, r··-:::alrnost keeled .9ver~/tt;:;:.: · 

·" <~.-;; when I noticed a landmark which told me I wa s+onl.y a··•short.''',. ,-,..J:f~~!t(/. 
~~'; .. '}!listan9e from ~li~tc,n: In, lllY bewnd•~~~n:, I1t;tc0~:1"~JJ.;·ii~~r:-,t?J;t_~_;i../)), 
~~1$-!-:i·*:.P .. ~ . I • v . . .... _ ... , • tf::_?1/:.~.~; · :'-':"/\I was too footsore and weary to care any more ~--All r·· wanted ·to·~1~;j5/~ ;"··::·. 

•.·· .. - .. ~·.do was to lie down. somewhere and go to slepp. ··_ It lacked about ?·~itt·.\',:, 
., ,~ .. : \'·fi,an hour before dawn when I. spied the. gray dome of· th~'.~ ·:,(;->/~.--··~g:~~¥.,-~.·~·r:) 
:::~. ,.,:;·:· ... _:-:-,·:\.~'Santa Rosa County courthouse. I was back,ic:Where I- started·,. wi:th .. ;s,; ,;_ 

. i·'I·· .;.,. .' ·. :}:.:'.,one excepti· on r· was a murder-ar ' .. ,.•-:. \ ·., .-. ,,;,;:,'i•~,.:-·:: .Ji-~':'-,; .. ,,;.._;,;;: >I-;, , ·r·F -t<--"rt;'i/,;.•.• !,,.:.i•·•, 
-.1-...-.;,.- • '· ·•~~-·· , • ' e .• •'•.~:•-~l'·. ·- 't•-~---··~-~-,;.~~ ........ ~.i.\'4":"•··$¾,~·-.·:·.•:J,(';":-..-► --~ft·1•=lt.f---=··'/ · ~ .r~: .. _, ·· · --~~:~ t~~~: .- ·· <~- . · · · ;. ·· ~ . · . -· .f . ~,;.~ ,~:- _·:.\ _.:·· .- .-,~?~;~:-~11t .. ;:j{5~:~~~4. .. ~Jt:: ~tr~t~ .. ~:~ -: J;t~~~;-:;?~S~ .'.~:t ) 
t~ · '{f.I·crossed the si:1:ent street and up the· stairs ·to:the:r's~:coi:if·t1oor;·.'._.,, . 

. :f\The door to the ·Judges chambers · were: open and ~J: wentt:inside •. There. ·· 
,,, , ·· ·~,;Jtwas a leather couch, and .I :fell on it·, exh~1.1st.~d .• ':'.··· .. · ·~:-~;'f~~:-.· ,:>·. ""--w··~·t}~t '-i _,. 
\l, .i:::.,. ~ ·· ,_.·\i;r. dont know how long I slept;, but it was pitch_ ·-~alck ~:outside when .... :: •·· 
• ,,,,_.,.-,.,.· .. :;1;/, .·.:'::TI awolce ,': My whol~. body f~lt numb and· I could r~ardly m9ve ...... -~; '\:~z,~~-t::\<~ 

, <~:s•'.J:o:'.::.~I ,lay there praying· over and over .that all -aax sho t sr'had gone .f£~·1'-'_•;,> ·· '": 
t( . ··:''.fr("wild. · But I knew ·.r was onl.y" kidding· myself /\;/The· groan I hea.rcff~.·/,.>: 

"'·:· ':~i~ad mea~/:,,de~:~.• .·I,:~~s·. su~e o~ it: .. _).\,:.:.::· :);~~ii}¥?f~f~::~iltK~ijc}-~·::;::~it~J::> :, .. ~. 
:;,r·-:.·Y{hen I woke up, Sheriff Hayes. was s tand Lng ·o~er. me , He.-had a· gun_,\r{:>. 

-\~-_,::~in his hand .andi he .wa srrt · smiling any "mor e ,' D .·puties Wade. Cobb .. ~-/~~·-:;' ·~ 
: __ :"f~nd Harvel~ Enginer ··stood :~~longside him, and~I .,could~:·see":.they. wer7f:-';'>} 

· •.· ::,:·:·'ihaving a'•·tough time .trying: .. to mask the_. hatred: .. that ·.shone:: in< their~:·.· · · ~< ::·::.: . i:!S~~ye s. . ~}~ < ·.~ . . - .);: _._. ... 7. , .. :_: ~7-):tr··· - . ': ·:.')}·t:: __ : :> /FJ;~;ft~;tf:1i\~t~~1?t~f )}t)S..f~~fil::t: :·: 
~ ... ~;;;. ·~ : ,

0
:,_;½j,c;,.:.cGet . .up ,,..,,s.o:p .. sa:i.-:4-:,..:.Raye s._,~1-.,gq t up._ ar.:id .. f ol:I.:ow~d·.,hi§.1.-;•.fr-gm: .:tt-le:o..ro om •. ,~-:•.:-,,.,·. 

-~';;S~:J~lJi,~y• hands~twere ·:n:a.~d'cffffed";.'i~W~:.:r·e·acnea.--~~th'e~··s~e~.~ffs-~of!~.~.~~/on"··:tfie?\ff"·f·~;:·, 
\- .'.· ::~,,;:groun~.11oor,~~~iy,~ved me .to a ch~ur. k d ._}I~'.--:'~(:. ~\f}:\~f?.:~::,,_;.;?//: . .- .. : 
<·.· :r-~,,;~~~"Vlhy 1._~ you 1~.-~,1 .Y.hem, <[~8:rfy?" :.· .. e_~~-~ .. -e ·_:.•.;/:-i .. ·\:.;_;--.,:•· .... · ·-:.i-.:~~1.:11-:;: ..... ----·---·•::·,.,::-·.:r.- 

1 
·_ ~~~-~:~\:·THEN" --~~\1j· •. ' .. ff:_~\!f:,1~l~{. -~· .·. <~~,t~r-:?;:-~~--- . , .... :--: .. :.-•::;·•.-~-=-~:~/.~:-.' ,.,.~-- ~:jJttJ:{:::~~~~-.---~ = --~~:- >?!~19:{:::~--~r·.-::-~,~~:. t~~:-~~~- ~. t ·,. 

--: ·:~~f;The sheriff :nodd:~d .. ''Yes•· th~re were .two ·of them, 'two harmless - _·:_,- .. ·.;;}/· :: . 
- ,;:J\old people~~ Julian~::Edwards· and _his wife · May.·. He was 75 .. Y.ears-.ol~ ·• ·::: .,·, 

-, .. • r.._,.~:"nd h;lS'WJ.0fe W s···ry")<,111hy··-J.·n·· :•·G·ods name di"d··you·:·do J.0t?11 ·,s;,., .. ..: .. •·:·--.:-.::t· ·:;.;:.,t_-,.-.·: '., ... _ .. .;.:;t;.•a .... - a .-~-.~, .. .-'--:•.;-(~:.11 .: ~-~ ... -·. ,- .• I , .·. _ ,_ : _: .·.·.···~•:..,:v\; .. _sl..:7t:·: .. ;!,.:~::::tfrt" ;..-?.it .. :Z.:··-~ ·. '.R~'.- ,. -·r:.'it.)r::": · -.,;- ·· ·.· ·,}~·!:·~ ~~-/;)'·:" ~ ,· ·:: ,·-~,:',:, .... ~--..... ·:: ~- ., · ·-·· ··-·>: .. ~ ·.; -:!• · ·---~~---~.:. . .?~-,~~~ .... '}~..:r.;· ~ ·: :· :~.;:~i.~f\:-;;;;:•:_-~ ... 

t:·\.:·•·,Jt.'J.r;:;A lump .rill~~. my\tptoat :¥id'.;· could~t, talk •. :; pad ~:3h'?~td.?wn .two5,tt:i<!:,.0:.. 
~:p,:.. ... · .;,7Rt;p:~ld people ·,in cold-:101ood., MY'- body brgan shakir1g /as_. if/WJ.-th, :·""f.·~~(~<:·:·,.<. 
l/ .: :.1/f;ague . and· I blabbered like a kid. Sheriff Hayes '.andJthe-':hthersT1~t(:: ;:; ; 
.f ;· ':\ilf:~ever sai~\i· wo7.~i~}~,e~.Y_· j~~t;let ~,~.~-'..~~y ~~·•:~~!t~~~;t{t}il~(,t~t"fi::-.tf~~ff~.-_::.;· 

. ~~:;,.. When I was_<a.ble tottalk, ·.I : .. told them·: the whol"~fi,~tory /:{Go&~.knows.:~t;?'·:>/.t 
·. ;:;-t\I didnt mean to kill' that'.1_:ol'd couple:· The gun seemed-.to:go off,:·ii~:-·,;-;.~, 
;.,t~:'i'.:1.,-"by i tself/:i?. if someone· •ei~e\ had -pul~ed the .. trigger arid< . .-was .. : ~.~~ft<:···~-· 

· ·. ;-,:;- :pulling. it~ MaybE:f: it was the• Devil himself •>sriuff ing. out'.· .. those .~·~t.,i". ,;;: 
,, -/~i~,.two.J. . liV:;.~f: . , .:·>t~-.:::-:;· :_.·:-.?+t~t< > ·• :: ••• /·?\\>.·\:.;if~ilt:¾:t}r~i!Ji)t'.;(\;~\~~i{j}lt~t:('.·: 
··-,~~/)Thats my ··story. I' hope some< kid with- lofty 'ideas ~abo1,1t: -;taking··>!;he·~:.':· · .· . 

. . ;··~;:'Easy Way··., .. arid the ·Easy- Buc_K road r'eads it. ' _If :it ·:-save~.-.o,ne·_kid· ... :y·:,) .--': 
· .. ;from doing ·wrong, ,,then mayq~: my life,waBib.t b~·~wasted •.. ~).,lJ\.: :· · <~t-~: ... ,:·,:· 

I- know it sounds· c1rny, · but.::_the onky .things Jn-li:fe ~or:th·' having.:>_-:· . 
are what you have worked hard for •... Thats one ·:thing - I didnt learn .. _ , . 

. . . until it 'Nas too ,~ate •.. · ;;:<"~/.:::. · ... _ .... : .. ·.\;f'~:.;-~:·'{;.z/'·<;:i~~~}:i•\,?:< ,-·~·~:,?/:{.: .,- , .. 
. ,-c"·tater that: morning ,they took: :me to the creek'.'where~ i_\;ot"· r'id. C:r _.:_}/ . 
"the gun. It was so shallow;."they didnt have .any.·trouble:~_rindingit/.-·.:.~.: 
·.on the way back, they told me thegun·-bel6nged,to-Deputy.'.Clyde ~ilurphy • 

. I' 11 be coming uu f1r trial·soon and: I fugure. they,.:will a.tbhow t.the' :: 
... - . ·- • ·-., .. • .•.;. . _; •·.·:o:.:'"·-•·. · -. · ; •· f-: _'·\.. . . , •. ·_:Jr-~>· . .:•· <---> • -_.:.:_~~·.,..~ '"": :... ·····.·.4,~:·: >Jr{-·~~-/ .. 
- book at me. I spent'. most'·of :•'.my •time;~thinking.--·:Thiriking·,:that if-·/the· 

·. cops back i~ · /wl;~"Lta h.ad ~-·'~'.~·iy · let ~~~·:tak~:~{~~/:,-~,r'·me/::,thi~gi~~~ig!1t ·~· 
, N. , •. • •• ·/1:,ave been•a _lot differen:t; .Or, If s}:ieila. had.,be~n-_a sqyare shoo.ter.,- ... _.;. 
.~ 45:,.,.~.. - r-. b ·1 ld. . . •·: . . ~·."""··· ..... · w( .. ,w~· .... ·.···, .~ .. ...:.-, ·•-J.r- - ... :'\.·· ~. ·~ :.;:t1, .:~·,;;.:- •,., , ,-:• ~ay e . wou · have bee ome one. · · ·, . (· ;/-;·· · ~ ·.-:, . .t:...,;'¼·::-~-:: -~ •. ·-. ;-/; . ..,..s; ,:.,.,-.,, · ;·•:::.l.i,:"£';;:~= -:, ~- 

• l .. ·.-•·• ... i:"/:?f.. . .• · .. ·• ·. - ,. ;';~;,_-..,·_ ·>·:- . .. ·r .... '-;..... . .· ·r; .... -=-"'b --:-:··n1· • k ::..d"J.c ... ,(::..:· · ... . ·. · ::,.r•· . · . -· • .. : ·;.:--. · ·· · - ... ;· ,.·, · · guess . .was.:. orn....,u uc y •··:•.::·.,,-_;,~•-, ,·-•.:.. · · ···i;;:~r -;;.•-/· , .. _.:··(,t>.· ·, __ :.- · · ,. · ,f., ;.(, .. : ..... _ ..• _ .. _.·'.i~/·i,~.::f .{·:--~~-1~1~t:7:~~-·?:-:-\e.~.-dti,.i\:~;:. 



~:~tzt}i:t · ~- ~ :~./lj!~df . :·_:_:·~-:-~;_0,·,,_~-:."_~.-.:~-~------,i_r_:·_:.~_'._·.::.,·_.,· ·' . ~- -~~ ·;_ ,~"i(.( .. ~-hr:~;~7"~-~ .'-:" ~ ~/:\~:J; ;f;r:;,/;t .. ::i:< ;i..iA~:?'·{;:~ :·-~:-- :y,t 
,.,.--..·•;: .. ..("'f;-.·,;,.:• . .'~~ .. , .. --.-~-~~:.J~]i9 ~- .. ~~,,: "'fl-.••:;.:~,'/' •."iil-:t~ , .. _.•.4•/)•1~':~,,..,;\·••r~''!'..-,.:1)~•• 'l ;·,\t~ · "~i~;t'.': /f ~1-:1t~itr ,; r ::-r. . · .. ··. •: · •. .. ::fr .. 7iJ,il1~i!f i 1t15{'t'!~~f,~J:}lt 
,: ·· ?{.'-_ ·: :·· ~l?:L:Mr -Dowell Sawyer who -knew Charles for many"'.years in_Bi"rd· 9ity;·.::0: .-/ 

· ·· . : ;~i-~i~r.d~scr_ib~d~9harles in thi~ way. He: w':s· rather short, pr obab'Iy __ ,;::·_:~_;'·\-:: _,::t 
· • /,::,/:five ft 8 inches and wore a full white beard and long haf.r ,: ·:;;~:_;.:/· '. •.: ... 

·,- .. :: :;·~>__,He did·,.in -'fact·; ,resemble; :Buffalo Bill Cody;:.,.:~---·}';__ :':;•::.:, .. ~}-~<Y \:L,Zf°,_:)'.';_,--; :>·:)-. :.-•.,. -"'"-~ ~r-~r:-~ _·. . --~·,.::;.·· ~ ·'· "• '_"-';:,',.·-.; ·., ~- .- _., · •-'·.-... ::;t-t?'.~-- --~.·,.;.·- ·. ': _. -~·:~•._i.:";-r-:.~·:·'".::,- ·t<;··;·.'"--:-S:',:·:;~·:>i·~· 
.,, : ·:J:-:~_': :- Charkes· was· once asked ·if he· also wore_ 'h i.s hair l_ong- ··.and ,;"•.>j.~·:.-/(.· ~: 

·-:,/ii~:..,he remarked ~•·::my··hair was long enough to _twist··in·a ·knot, ·roll~:: __ . '·:.\ 
•• 

0 
.:·:7{~/ and tuck into·;:·_the ··bekt of my· _trousers to -kee p- it ..:from_,'blowir~.g\\:'.~ ..... ,': ,i·•·', 

'":i" · ,,<··~{ffi~in my fa~e •. f~l••('.:t ~ ·(.' ,., '•: ·0 ·• - ·;.t::.-·;: · .. :·:.'~::~::i1:,:·;~.'. · .:i\•·:::::.~.f:\;lf_t<;B~~~~:--: ~---""j;;\jt?> ··; 
·t \·.-. .• ··:1;··~-C:harles last years lived in the past·, and-,:his mind··was-~quite·.~~keeri · _-·:· 

•.;: _,.·; :.~1{,:?J/.on :t;he'happening-of hJs e~ly day s ,. .:In-reading through sonie~of·~· 
;,~;'{;,,;\_.'.'~];\;i~.harkes old letters,· you.r..vill fiI¥,i .names;Of/his _old· ._comrads_/"_'.\tG:i'/ .. 

· .. ··.<'·'".'~:--.,Busk skin Bill,· Old Congr . il ver Tip~ >.andDeadwood .. '?dick,: .··. /\;.:-' "'<:t:···-:~ _;·_,.- .. 
<-.: .. :-. __ .. ;,.;-~~~~1'-.~-\-:- _::·.~~-;- .~.:·._ ~ .. ·-' ~~ .y·: : ·~ ·; .. -~~- .... ·.·.~:,-.,:;..;_f;---~ .• -~: ._/--~~-- .•,;~'!...\ .. ".J,{~--\'!··~-:-<.. -~!.--.·~->~:;':.:.: ::,··'; ,-._:·--,·\.h~nnah ·was a very religious per aon and '·.harles told '·ab_o'ut the;:;_,t/;· .. ;, ?> 
~;?\·:): _ .. time_ she finally talked · jim intq_;j?;oimg .:to/.:Cihurchi,'witl(~Jter ,t:-tl1,e,~;_',~."'".'• 
(;f{ff-<1;.:}:i:,::c;ne_ and,'ionl, y. _time, he. sa.Ld , then -they started rollfilef:in the:·:;.:?;_::J~·< •. 
''..'.,,:··.H~~;:.tauskes,.,. he got up and le.ft the .church,.s:t;?,tingt if thats .whats. its. 
- .... ···?z:}:~"':'all about, I dtint want any·· part;;,.of. it.~- ~~JW;\_ ·0:-;i,~,;,h,/.,i;It.tt:~~-lt··;r.,t~~;;&(:;,;,.~.,_:.. _·, 

"::.~ • -'-/•~~~.:r., ~ _ . · r,,~•~••;>. ~,<, t.~•i •-~~-~ ; . · • 1 _., .~. • 3t:~:~:_.>;i\·· ... ·. ~:t;;~J•~t:~~•~,,~-~~/•~-};::'~'{•.:;.:~-~~~~-~--~_~;!-:~._:,•,~:::;¾~:'·~-L~:'-'<~~~·;_. .. ·: 
'i:: .-,_/;{•-~r:charles· co_uld.· have gotten more .'money.' from·~his< pen~n.on> if-~ he ,:_had.;;·.~,-,:-;> 

.5 .· : -:·· ;:/wt only re"quested<_:i t,, and .woundnt O:P·:~Jt · becau_se:·~~--that ,:wouici'·-'me:arf,~Z~~-'/:_ \~·-·_ 
;t;: ... :: ·.:t:_f\,Hanah wou1a·get··m:ore._ -A few.· days after_ she .. ·died;:·.11e:• .. requested :r'>>:'.:: 

~~ti.tl¾~i~l·~.;I:;~ll1i:hi~;;f i;:i:~~ttrii}~~~1~~1t:?tl51t!;[:~ 
'-"., . : ,_;5;,-,{-t·..,,·· of a ·-plaque l"i:sting the· names lf-'-the County.s_· Worls·:war:··~veterans' •-:_:.:'-~,.;".\": 
!--~~--~ .. :_;::~¥J"' Charles·.·was· the" guest of honor. and',did the' unveiling.··. 0': -<"".Hi_ . .,_;.<. :-: 
::~•:-r·;;•,t'.:~<The plaque. has·\since beeri., moved. irito the ·courthouse :in /st. Francis.·· .. 
;'· ... >-'};:_~VThe name Curtfs\6ormack ,ls among'the ~eterans listed·; __ .,.-:''-:·-;i~_.c}~///.'i(~;r;i.· .. - 
,~_":./[; ·::; ..• , ~ :. ·~.-~·_.·_ ·-~ •'~- -~}·~~.~~. ~-"'· ·_ 1:·:_.:•-:-: ·• • _ • .\,-· · · · · ·, ··~---rt·.•.r:·:·. • _•.-.-";.· .:_-;-•;·-=*~--~·--;~_,.t_~·:-'· .. :~}.};,.~l~ff~~-/ .. ·:,:. 
\i·:, .. __ :,::•: •·.·e:,On March 8 _.-1944-,'"'· Charles.,: became. ill and .was taken .. to, the :•·j·.::~;,.,~:;;,_,,;.:-: ~--·-~ 

i;(,:,>:~7,'.:f, Morehouse. ho$pt:tal at <Benkelman.'.N.epr. Up~·.until thisc.::time:-he:·haci·~-i/\'..>, 
(:··.:f /:{{~;-enjoyed jgood·:·:h~·a.1th. · •At·/the· hospital they_:'.d,iscovered he :had/a~ t;::;,_-:,_~.:;._~_- ·• \~ :, '~~t~· bro ke;r:;.:,~,t~-•'.-~=- .,. ;:{:,\ (}{tl:~t; '' · '. ?,:~\~}·t, :{Yf.'.~f/y,;"i~ (flii:?t~~f{iiNt~-~~~~-:·•~}~iJ{ 

":': :- ·-:;_ tit The ,Ameri¢: n;Jt;egion made:·_a11 · arrangements;tto have. him, =taken:t:t. •~~=;:: ·:'_; , 
· ~- · .. /:~:;~,, the· U: S;~Veterans ·hospital in Lincoln. But:'~Charles wanted -to~ .. 'stay ·.-,:·•:ii. 
:,'., ;: .:"_,:·J{:,;if:where,~-n~·)tia:s~tt~Y·eryday, someone fr611t Bird.\City. would:~c'oine::i;o)i?tu~ili(~: ,, .. t .. ~.:'.~·;itf;/. seen ?~_m -_ ana•ttli~~ ·was ·gr;at en~.o~·':"g~m~t~i!:=· ··:_: ·•·:i<-:·'·>>i-:.~'¥fr~t~~t-~1PssJ1J~;;(d:': 
;;,: ~-,.-::_ .. ,__:'.·,:;,/t~~,. One. o .. f:-.}he .. rA';f..£>:7 s, vVho .-:t~P.K: sare · ,o;, ,: . him·· s~;c;l he reaJ.,lY g~ y~ :.-f~h,f!~~:: . _:\ 

·--' ::_ a time ;·.\they.1cbuldnt keep-:.-him do~: and ._he;~_wasalwayf?:,tf,e.tting -up_~:•}~.;: 
and ¥.'~1fi~~ :.~~[~~f • - ::{{f!i{ ··. · · • j4/'.~: ·~ ·: ;::~gsf;k-~\~·:IJJ"f~;,f~~~,f~('.1~J~.1~~~;1i/tf -~ 

.... ~ A few'.-d·ays ··1a'ter~,-the- dorc.t·or anriouriced ·:,•These· :r;_ibs,-are·-·riot•_healng. •., 
·.. ,-;:;.,. righto ·• Charl'eslsaid •• Welr :Hell, ~at the · age "of '.97}year},,.10 .mci'nths ._ 

23 days.: I have·-lived long enough~< .. ·._·•, .. :.::--.{~?r~i1:i::\~:;:-:t~)'iir~f-, . .-,/·!:}:'~;_1;:;_.: .. ?:- 
. · ···Charles was buried. Birq City April 2 194l/.1./:yet'{'.Arriertc'ari:Le·gion.:·· -~->'.· 

conducted .,..,the·~·,L_egion· ceremony,· '.Ni th· the help> :f _-: J~m :Eagan~a ;,._;:;··. ;· 
Spaini __ .sh w :c tet,. ' ld .. : ' . . ::~:~, ,_•.-•:· ... -. :_ .. z_;'!?:K: .,;;p<;·'.::i~·-·.!i!~4fi~_-:· __ ·/~_ •. _ ;_: ;_.:"'.ch_\/ ... _ '., ·_> ··,· -From JOun opau 1ng ·.-, .. ·0····'. , •• ',---,•~-~~-' --_ .... . ,--.:. , •• ··.,··>~«y,-,,..:;<c-·-•·11 ---~---"'', -.,. , -·. 

Our. okd .frien¢,s and scouts are ·dropping· o·ff one·· .by· ~on~-~- ind ·s·obn v,e. 
will all be ranging ··on the happy hunting groubds~_-/and gee, ;Nhat· 
a herd of buffalo y·ou will have, .::if a 11 you .hav·e sent ._there have 
increased. We -··have reason to be proud of t ··e partwe · played in .·openin 
the West. The. resent generation dis interested in ·far different thin 
but many of'them appreciate the r1sk and hardships we passed .through 
without pay,or much pay, except the good will 'of the· -peopl:e; ,<: . ·>_ 
which is in inost cases, · better than a sal"ary .,· , : ;· .. ·.<ti,.: :7,,-._;J.,-·\·)\\ ·; ·,.:_,) 

. 7J!J .. · ·. C'::'\Ni~J( {, ;·:,::zf1t._ •.. ),·~if m•··•:·;,f 1t{.'.::~1i?~!jJ~i{~t:'. ilii i1ii 
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