'hex‘ desk lay an envelop marked “My German Leuw, To th ose"""’ i

long forgotten contants do I address thls work

cértamly mad -'clear that the act
' famﬂy most éertamly chd affect

i:é\}é been mst'té 'ugfa‘ﬁ

Bﬁ't' here,-"somewhat"i‘n order, are 'zﬁo’-ventﬁres-ahd{i i

met by the four chﬂdren as they left. the1r ‘homeland to make

‘their way to this new land when it was still considered fton !
and firearms were necessary because the Indxans were still some-'
" thing to be feared ;

Yes thhm ever:y fazmly there seems to 1 .some ‘event. whwh

family it was the death of the mother, Christiane. It couldn £ v
have happened at a worst. time as Paulme was Just 21 and- soon
to be married. However that mother made her promxse to care,_
for’ hér younger bruthers and sisters {with thc aid of their g )
mothery until those children were able to caré for themse ves.
“This she did and her Fritz faithfully walted until she had fulfxlled'j‘
that death-bed promise.

Franz Louis, the sixth. chlld and t}urd son was the first to’, .
go.the American way. He most certainly did influence Juhusj'
Carl Franz and later on Antonie in their coming to America,
These letters primarily concern these four but. you can seé. ho_,f i
those remaining in the old country contmued to affect theu‘ lwes~

Raymond J. VanSkwer' i
the son of Lucy M. Sack VanSkxverf : .
the daughter of Julius B. Sack
the son of Karl G, Sack‘

v So, first thing I do I arrange passage on next boat up nver to

* to America. | learn there is. much opportunity here. Much land. -

USA. =
New Orleans, La.

. : September 26, 1867 |
Dear Papa:
To your joy I write. Concerning my voyage to America there .
is much to tell Only this day did we dock. Three weeks we were
on the ocean.  For first few days I got sick. When sailors tell me
to get top- -side I learn fresh air make me feel much better.

Many from our fatherland travel to this new country. Still 7"“';
more board ship before we sail from England. Most passengers
like me. Come from large families. Want to make place for them- ’

' selves

Already I leam to speak Enghsh I meet bncklayer hke me

- on ship.” Only he is Englishman. He speak some German. Now [ i
. - able to speak English enough to call for more brick and mud. 4|

There is time before next steamer leave for up Mlsmssxppy
The West Wind Weighed anchor while we waited to make port.. .

Omaha. That’sin brand new state they call Nebraska
To my brothers I must ‘speak. It would be good you come:' ;

While ‘still on' board the sailors say, “first come - first serve”, .
Maybe dollar an acre you pay when you file. Only you mugt .
build homie and work land. They say some file using names of
brothers in order to get more than the alloted 80 acres. Isayl "
; could become very wealthy. I got 5 brothers ' o

~ Now I close. Things I need before sallmg May thxs letter .‘s?'«\"'
find you in good spirits. "

»

yEARLY
leads to the breakup of that family unit.  Within the Karl Sack "

- sail up the MlSSlSSippl Only 3 days do I wait.
-must stop ever so often to lay off supplies and passengers at the

Most passengers now head for the riew frontier. Many got off at
Nebraska City. Ithought it to be a good place for me also. They

- buildings. Only once I see that city most buildings built of wood.

__Franz Louis

USA %
Omaha, Nebr.
October 23, 1867

For you there is much to tell. My boat, the Hesperian, she
Then I learn we

P | T

ges mOug the river,

Ay veil

At St. Louis there is time to maybe look around. Already I
see things cost more. Like you say it was wise to buy all I need
in New Orleans. Only there a man got shot for cheating at cards.
I think I understand what you mean that maybe I sould only
watch such games.

Once we entered the Missouri river there were fewer stops.
need chimmeys I say only they knew not when or where. So I
stay on board till we reach Omaha. Maybe look for work on big /-
Tomorrow may bring new hope

To my brothers and sisters 1 send my greetings.

Franz Louis.




US.A.

Lincoln, Nebraska
Novambers 1867. A

Dear Papa:

Much I have to tell you. Best I begin when I talk with Mr.
Ward. He is contractor from Chicago who is to buxld the New

to secure employment with him.

Now that I am his employee he provide way to Lincoln
where we are to work. But from Omah we must cross the Miss-
ouri river and begin our trip by traveling back down the river to
Nebraska City. . There we have day and mght to rest, They lure
two teams to bring our tool chests and trunks from depot on

Iowa side of river. Only by ferry this time. For me there is httle'

© to carry.
At Nebraska Clty they say we need guns and revolvers to

'mocmsms and extra blankets
strom coming.

Moccasins! 1 think to myself tlus is November, Boots my
brother Julius make for me and he do fine job o1lmg Only they
say you walk and walk. That oil does not last in ‘the wet grass.
All day the drizzle fall. Wagons not for stone mason. " Only for
tools and supplies. First, I walk along side wagon with others.
By noon all 13 of us hold fast some part of wagon. Even rope
they tie to the axle to help pull us along. *One could see that
many wagons had gone this way before, Theu tracks were filled
with water and mud. And to my brother Juhus I must say, the
boots you gave me became quite wet. We must now run behind

those wagons to keep ourselves from freezing. ‘Had not. oneof ' ..~ .:":‘;"
the men bought extra moocxasms 1 should nevez- have lxved to"

arnve.

At first days end we had come as far as place where there
was one shanty on each side of creek. Owners they were scared
until we told them where we were going. Then they show us
much kindness and divide us between them. For us there is mych
happiness for they share their bread, coffee and bacon. We slept

mght “The men thought they lucky to have extra blankets And

for breakfast the food was the same as the maht before After we

pay our bill and thank the owners for their kind treatment we set

out for Lincoln. We arrived at the Pioneer Hotel at 9 o! clock

that night.

Next morning men go to see where job to be. To our sur-

prise there was nothing. No stones to work with. Only open

trenches for foundation. All were very badly discouraged. Mr.
Ward was 3 days behind us. So nothing can we do till he arrives.
Those men became desperate at the thought of their lost pay.
_And they meant to do something. Had the contractor been there
* they might have hung him on thespot. T

To all may this find you well.

- Dear Papa:

.1 ant gites,

* Dear Papa: -

US.A.
] meoln Nebraska
& Febru.ary 10 1968

¥ For 'my work 1 have oaly joy. Once our Mr. Ward arrive in
Lin¢oln he assure all would get pay, “stone or no stone. Work or
no work” he say. Now men no longer afraid their trip west was

< for nothmg $4.50 a day hard to lose.
Capital Building for the state of. Nebraska. Most fortunate I was - .

Carpenters they built boardmg house for all workers of capit-
al. We have place to stay and it is good board there. Only $5.00
for the week.' Should we have things we require, a man and team

' are hired to haul them from Nebraska City.

We ‘managed to lay up basement walls to the height of four
feet eight inches and a portion of foundation for a part of the
north end durmg the month of November. Since then stone cutt-
ing and quarrying and delivery of rubble stone is only progress
we make. For Mr. Ward we are sorry. Much time and money

" they waste in search of quality stone. We ‘quarry in three differ-
. Only bluestone too soft. Because it breaks away 30
we. say among ourse,ves'xt won't last

: But then we go 40 miles south to Beatnce There the rock
brmgs pleasure to everyone. The supply is excellant and seems

“ynlimited. This we can adapt to the nature of the work proposed

- for a state house But the hauhng mean the oost is 50 much great
. L

. My sister, my i,n-llaws and to all others I send my Jove.

‘Franz Louis

USA.
Lincoln, Nebraska
© March3, 1868

To you I must speak of Julius. Only last month he arrive.

" Already he has position on farm east of Lincoln. He is: leammg

to be first class farmer. Not like when he was’ apprenuce in the

. old .courntry. What he know as taylor mxller and cobbler help

in the loft in the peak-of the shanty on loose boards. Sucha . to make him better farmer

Fn-st I tell you what your Juhus do Man from Omaha made
deal with Mr. Ward to run our Boarding house, When he go back
to Omaha to bnng back his family he also brmg two. big barrels
-of whiskey. We all know what he was up to. Only we held meet-
mg and resolved to boycott that whxskey of his. We' all were sav-
ing our pay to preempt land in the spring. He um:ed some to
* haye drink but they refused. He was greatly sutpnsed “Such a
large number of men workmg on that big buﬂdmg and all bemg .

: sober Who believe that"’ he say.

But one wet day about a month later some of the masons

grew tired of bemg shut in day after day and broke our boycott.

- For a week this continue. It also was too wet for Juhus to work
in the field so he come visit me. He say he want to be able to
say he helped build State Capital for Nebraska. When he see how

- ‘men are not working and how sad I'am he lay plans what to do

concermhg that Mr Carr and all that whxskey of his.




“Louis you watch, I'll crawl over to where those barrels set
Should anyone come, you make noise or something to distract
them away from me. I'll do the rest,” he say.

After the men all go to sleep, your Julius, so small he is, he
slip up and open the spoit on both barrels. All night they pour
down through boards of floor. By morning whiskey smell all over
our boarding house. That man Carr became tearing mad. He
carried a brace of revolvers to our table that morning and threat-
ened the man or men who committed crime of emptying his

whiskey barrels of their contents. Only Julius he did not know to .

shoot.

A few days later all stone-cutters they leave his boardmg'

house and go to Mr. Lanes our carpenter. He had built a new
boarding house close by. Mr. Carr loose everything. Only he
leave taking all Mr. Wards Boarding house equipement with him,
even the cook stove. I tell you only what your Julius do so you
know how he help to build the first capital building for the state
of Nebraska

From your Julius and I we send you our love.

Franz Louis °

e B Y
Lincoln, Nebraska

May 5, 1868 .

. .Dear Papa:

To my brothers I should complain. They should be here to
preempt land. Prairie now covered with wagons, mule teams,
horse teams and more still, bull teams. Everywhere people come
- to seek out section stones to take up homesteads in county of
' capital.

Julius is too young and I have no time to go to Nebraska
City to file, Soon only land available will be in next county.
We have talked this matter over. We plan to preempt several 80's
using the names of each our brothers. Maybe we not get to keep
them all, but should any of ‘you come we will have that much
done. .

Everybody want stone mason. Hardly have I tune for rest.

Every day is new house starting which need new chlmmey ‘Now .

they have ‘brick factory right here in Lincoln, Many us fissons

help bmlders of houses on days off. Mean work on Sunday and :

no time off to look for homestead.

Most of all need qirl to visit. Not many women hene but they . .

come once houses get finished. 1 have my eye for one, Not sure

. if she have eye for me.

families in Chicago. This mean more work for us who stay. Only

now men want more pay. This demanding new to me, Papa, But

- 1 too get raise in pay. $6.00 each day I work, Now hthest pa:d
" stone. mason ever in Nebraska. _ i ¥

Hope this find all in good spirits.

Post Script:
Antonie also enjoy her bxrthday

To Carl Herrmann [ wish a happy blrthday May :', '
£ the dpg out we are plannmg to dlgassoo' a,wegettoNebraska

%g{ﬁﬁ 3

Dear Papa:

US.A.
Lincoln, Nebraska
June 9, 1868

We have much rain here. Maybe work 4 or 5 days in field.
On such days, should I'have time, I nde in to town to visit with
Louis. Takes several hours with a buggy.

Some crops we have in the ground and soon we'll be ready-
ing the ground for wheat to plant in the fall, This new idea here,
they think. Only we know better back home. Ya, Papa7 .

I have a good man to learn’ from. He not expect me to do
everything his way. ‘‘Just get the work done”, he say. He is
helping me to locate the kind of land for me to homestead This
he say, ““Be sure there is water a plenty. With out water, you got
nothing”. - Sometimes a creek is good for farmmg, “less work to
water your animals”, he say.

Soon I will be able to go to Nebraska City to preempt land
for myself. Louis thinks we should file on several 80's using the

names of all our brothers should they decide to come to America.

If not, we try to preempt them ourselves. Rxght now we have
our eye on ground just north of the small town of Eagle It hes
Just inside the next county from meoln

We are excu;ed angl-pray this finds you excited for us.

= Juli’us

_ Lineoln, Nebraska
September 5, 1868

Dear Papa:

I think this politics I will watch. Here they have two sides.
Both say. they are best Both say the other is wrong. One man

they almost hang

1 don t know why but each side rmsed up this countrys flag.

Only one tied two pol% togethet to rame theirs twice as high.
Dunng the mght some ‘one’ threw rope o er 1t and bgoke it down
Come morning they got tembly mad L R e

5

They ask if anyone see what happen and one man, saxd he
saw a black man on the street that mght.A Old Joe work for. my

i boss Mr Ward He have no muse to: teat down the ﬂay of any~

one,

ncetheyﬁndhuntheytookhnntoastoreandbeganto

_hold a trail right then and there on the stores porch. Only when
a © their judge. a:ka@ /there be- ‘one among them who would tesify
Some stone maso_ns which come west now go back to their : 2

that. they saw old J e tea down their flag, not one came forward

~ The Judge could do nothmg but mle that he could ﬁnd no
fault wuh the man and ;xt Joe free to go, :

I thouqht maybe there would be some get mad butno, men |

USA-

. ‘of hoth sides went «off arm in arm to celebrate the outcome of
‘ : “: the traiI I'm not too sure | undexstand thu kmd of poh'acs ;
Franz Louis

Juhus and I are looking forward to havmg brother Charies
here. with us in this new land. There mll be plenty of room in




- s e e im n e o UV &

asked that 1 remain in his employee,

P

To each of you I pray God- mllbless

meoln Nebraska

Dear Papa:

Today we preempted land in Nebraska City. 80 acres each
__now have for Albert, Carl and myself. Next week we jlan todo
same for Carl Gustave and your son-in-aw, Fredrick.

Aheady we are living in a dugout on land right next to the
county ‘line of the Capital. .
is not more than 2 miles from the httle settlement of Eagle
Lmooln is 20 miles to the west ) :

“and some are most interesting,

i e N g e T

October 13,1868 |

Camp Creek flows through it and it |

Secretary of the State of Nebraska. Had it not been for him,

Mr. Kennard, and Governor Bulter bidding on the lots to pay ..
for the construction of the Capital buxldmg there is talk 1t may

have been located elsewhere.

more.

My work on the Capital will soon be flmshed I'm oneof .
the last masons to remain on the job since 1 have of the letters | .
to etch. Mr, Ward has contracted more work in. me;oln and has :

g Frariz Louis

USA 3

Mr. Ward has contracted to do more work in meoln and I ;
am to work for him. Now there are many new homes starting {
We are to build a house for the |

"My part of the Capital buxldmg is now almost complete. |

Some letters is still to be etched which only take a few days |

PRI

U S. A

Eagle, Nebraska

Apnl 23 1872
, Dea: Papa:

There is something I should have told you. I have taken a
woman to’ wxfe and she has bore a son. You can see from the
plcture I am sending you the fine woman that she is. For overa
. year now she has been my wife and we have not had a dxsagree
ment We are very happy together :

thtle Loms is a fine healthy boy and should grow big and
strong to be my ]oy Soon he will be a year old already :

i should tell you about Lotte. She is such a brave woman
We were married the day we met. Juhus and I were W

‘gram his home

s 3 He had thh him his wife and her sister. could see nght

away the fine woman she was, Before we had gotten the gram

. for their horse I:_learned that Lotte to be an expectmg woman
' mthoutahusband e

e o e e e

Well Papa once that brother-in- law leamed that I be a a man
_without a wife right away he began being a Match- -Maker. Woman'

seemed a blessmg to this 30 year old son of yours. With a son
‘already on the way made it all the more the proper thmg todo,

Had no tzme to court Her brothermlaw and sister were
wanting to be on then‘ way to Missouri. - After a bite at our dug-

© " out we all climbed into that buggy and went looking for the

Julius is already talkmg of Charles helpmg in provmg up hxs,

land once he gets here.

May you all rejoi_ce in our good fo_rtune,

Dear Pa'pa:

I think maybe I have gotten more than I have bargined for. i
The implement dealer with whom 1 do business in meoln has .~

mtroduced me to his house maid. Carolina is her name. She is

not yet 16 years old. Her father was in the German army before '
bringing his family to America, She has been domg house work L

50 she can learn the American ways

There should be time to get to know her better. There is .
always parts to be needed for Ty machmezy and M Mr Petersen"'

‘seems to want to plav Match l\daker

The work on the farm is always there to be done.

FhL meoln Ithmkhealsohasagulhexsseemgbuthenottell

of my own making.
better. '

Four rows of grape vines do I plant. Soon there will be wine .
“Maybe as good ‘as yours, papa. But not

' justus-of the-peace. - Come night time your Julius had to make
hxs bed out in the Barn, - -

i

Julius was a good brother too, Come mommg he Jomed_«'
! me as we went over to my farm to put’ the finishing: touches to

" .. the dug-out of my own . Course he's been seexng a girl in meoln

Since
Charles has married he has things to do of his own. Louis is more .
than busy in Lincoln. Should I want to see him I have to go mto %

Lrdl

I m sure he has told you about her.

May you bless ou ,:,.nmon :
' Charles

Roglxtz Germany
Dear Children: (Charles)

You will be unhappy with me since you haven't heard from

then the ones close around me,

anger is only when 1 get a letter from you and there is 50 little in
there. What brothers say among each other, say little to other 1

_am so sad to thmk that there is no brotherly fnendshxp among )

“you.. el B W i

us. Do not think I have forgoten you. You are more in my heart ,

rkmg '
4 “on the fence down by the road leading into town. Along camie
,t}us ‘buggy and the driver asked if we had grain that he r'mght_'-...r

~-on this' frontier ‘are ‘hard to find and a fine lady such as Lotte ™~

June 9 1874

From those 1 never see or hear, how they are feehhg My




About half a year ago I had a letter from Louis and a week
before - one from Julius. You could have easily discussed how
much Julius got from Albert.

The Photography from you - your wife and child we recieved
and we were very happy. By appearance she seems to be strong
nature. She appears serious enterjetic. If I am mistaken Idon t
know.

You wrote me that you as yet have not had a disagreement

and live quite happy. If it stays and in the future like this than

1 will be very happy.

Carry on anothers burdens with patience, work hard tegether
and enjoy together what you have. Even tho it is not always
delious or perious. Only in this you will find the spice of life.

Your brother Julius probably is still single - so that’s why it

is your duty as the Elder to help him without being greedy And -
T together think how it will be best. ;

I read in the paper that the Mississippi was very distructive. '

I have thought often of you but since you are probably far away
T hope that it didn’t bother you.

Since a few years ago my (position) has changed here. Last
year bricklayer and carpenters per day received one ——————
And the common laborer one Guilden and above. One farm hand
60 to 70 and up to 80. This year it kind of slowed down. Stone

- masons and carpenters still recieve daily 25 and above and the

common laborer one guilden.

: The harvest looks good. Rye, wheat and Barley looks very
. good. —=— has been hurt by frost but helped 1tsself very much,
- So that a good ——— so that we can expect quite a bit. Fruit is
not very much. A few plums, pears and apples because the frost
. had done much damage. The wine is excellant and the present
LW weather is doing its best With all expectanon ofa good harvest.

Because wheat is costing 168 or 1000 kilo t‘or present

measurement 2000 pounds 92 to 94 ———, Rye-also 100 pounds
ivfor 73 t0 74 ————— . Barley 150 pounds sack the same like

% Rye, 72 t0 73 ————. Qats is 100 pounds 43 ————,
Last year ——— cost 150 pounds, this year they haven't esta-

blished prices. This year it will be a little different. The oil for

: ‘-wluch the American Oil Company has brought the oil price down.

In the village little has change. Mr. Schutz a friend of ours

passed and several other old people too, The preachers wife is
going to be 86 years old this year and very much alive - she i is
'qemng quite fat. .

I am coming to our family business now. I wxsh very much
that I could tell you only pleasant things. But there is nothmg
perfect in the world. One has to take jt as it comes.

Next, Amalie (Emiliea), the widow Reice Wilhelm (cousm) :

are still here. The children are grown and working. Emma is
going to be 20 years. and soon Jothan, the youngest, Albert
came graduated from school. Their farming is going excellant,
She is making almost every year 1000 proflt Of course, she is

always kind of ill. But it is to no surpnse if you think what she -~ "'/ ”
had to go through One can always be glad that 1t is gomg hke b

that.

i

Coneermng Pauhne and her Frxtz I can tell the same even
tho they have no cash on hand it will not be long til they are out
of .debt. Their 3 children grow up to their happiness. They're
healthy and in good spirits.

With Franzchen and Robert are doing fairly well. They are
now having Bakk which is located by the mill which provide them
of 1000 ——— by the year She has two boys and it doesn't look
hke she is going to have many children.

So one is living with them daily in Rebenisch - and it is close
to Markraadstang. They work hard and have no other than the
boy they took with from Roglxtz Much happmess for them,
When I come there, I will stay a few days there. 'I‘hey are making

. my stay very pleasant.

Concerning Antoniea. It looks like it is getting better there
too. It looks like she is going to marry again soon. A young man
of 25 years. He works in a book store. She has now at least a
little Restraunt and it is domg faxrly well.- Of course, she needs
more cau.,tomers and he. can help her, For I can support her but
the § ~—— whxch L gave to her children she can only use the in-
terest She Just has to see how she rmakes out.

So far | have only joy on my chlldren At last I am coming
to Albert With him [ want to live out my life’ if it is possible. So
far I am not say yes. Albert married last year in August. He
married a gu'l from Morl. Its 2 hours from Halle.. She brought
4000 —~-— dowry and used it very much because from that
money he paid’ Paulme and Franzchen. .The bank in Schkenditz -

" it was to be paxd in then But I don’t know where every thing

went because hei 1s not trusnng me with such secert.

Last fall his m-laws moved here. He should have 300 ———

It was her mothers and mother-in-law. - A quarter of a year ago a

little girl arrived. The mother had an infected breast so only a
few days ago she i is up and around. Sheis kind of sickly any how
So both need help

As long as I was tending the business I managed the pennies
for the children but it is not possible in our house any more. The
farm or business is giving it. Albert wants to do everyt}ung hun ‘
self. And wants to be every where at one time, the livestock, the ‘

' garden the fields and also in the house. ‘But it is his own fault —

he is too good and I don't count any more. I'm just glad that I
had precaution with my moving for if it doesn’t work out - I will :
I have told Albert that he is to send you after the harvest
He pronused to do xt so be patient and little whlle longer.
‘ You went the American way.
© Your sisters, yaur in-laws and all others send their Jove.

Yeur Papa




“Today there is good news to share with you Papa Your son
ulivs and Carolina Drees were married here in Lincoln. To : -
oneymoon your Juius took his bnde tp his farm and the h house s
g m 1t L

¢ has been workrng on. He wouldn’t even thtnk of slee i
Ast so she could be the first. ‘ : ;

-one .‘strong wrlled woman. Only he pay her little mind, | .He tell
what you say to him, “'Wagging tonque plant few seeds j

, She say, _“we -are Americans now. We speak English only”.

German tonque

- They were married in the Petersen home He has been most

__dyourJuhusheaskmetobethebestman e

Charlie now have son of his own blood, Wrth two now he
must help in holding young Louis. They are doing well but that
Lotte, she one cow-sick woman. Charlie only say, “but she brmg
e much happmess I'not sure I understand

Your Loms only grows older I have gtrl in nund but for her
must be better than another. She also see a bankers son and I

:peak no more.

,";-’buildmg ohe can see structures of all sort and in every drrectr
f o the North is the State Umversrty where I also work

My Joy be yours as our famrly number mcreases

et e s e g

; US.A

: Today I become land owner.

. my land only 3 months after I make the final filing payment.

- First I must become American citizen. Then I can become land
jowner. Brother Charlie still not have his’ cmzenshrp ‘Once he
see me with land deed he start studmg agam :

,: Papa our famrly grows,

' '_I‘o youia__n_d_ my brothers and sister Iis,e,n’d love.

“:Post Script:  Much saddness in ‘my home Papa. Little Albert

Recerved your, ‘.'letter last Monday and was so glad to hear

that all of your are. fme ‘We can say the same now but for about ;

: I laid up their chimmeys for a weddmg present to them
Your Julius seems most happy with Carolina, But Papa, she is"

‘Papa, you know how it is for us hrgh Germans to understand the :

‘kind to the both of them. Her family, canw from Gretna, Nebras-_
ka and Mr. Drees; so tall and straight he was, gave the. bnde away i

* coming. That is why I filed suit.

t sure it's a bricklayers wife she rswannng to be. therlwrll»‘

&5 5 Much work is to be had in meoln now Mr Ward connnues ;_,..._
1o build and for him I continue to work. From that Caprtal"-:.'

| F,rax_iz) L.duis“ .

Eagle, Nebraska
: AugustSO 1876 ©

I recieve the final papers on

;! Also 1 must tell you that little Julius Barnhardt arrived our.
house August 4, 1876. Both he and mother doing well So yo i

Juhus i

4 w_reeks I was very: il 'Rrght now, feel like T am. going to live.
S 'T'am stiil'qurte bothered wrth coughmg and xhortness of breath

You are probably surpnsed that I do not write from Roghtz
It was a place to live but I could not stay there, Now [ am hvmg\
with' your sister, Emma and sonin-law in Jebenisch. You can
address your letters there. I do wish you write more often than
Ido. It is now most drfﬁcult for me to write. .

(Here part of the paper is gone)

(He is talkrng about hrs ﬂlness and that he just got out. m' Bl
_trme otherwrse he. would be dead by rrow He mennons that he;
4 ,::has ' been back o Roglitz smce) Pt : Pl

i wanted to send you so rnuch 200 (Money value) dear Julius
but’ Albert srmply refused to give me any of the money I have
He would do the same with
you and cheat you out ‘of what should be nghtfully yours, I just
was a step ahead of hrm and you will have to be patient for a
while. 1 sold Albert the property for 9000 (money value). com-
plete with everythmg That was it.

: If you could see the lady you would not beheve what devil
she could_ be You think perhaps 1 am harsh but Ido not exagg

I ‘now have care and attentxon I do find it hard to tum my
back on land that 1 worked thh love for 30 years But L had to
get out ‘of the. way of that devilish daughter in-law and her
rnother if I wanted to stay alive. Albert is afraid of those two
‘women too, He has no more a Childs love for me. I can not and

will not describe to you' ‘how I was treated there. I assure youa
Dog had a better life. To him, food was brought For me, every-
thing was locked up, as soon as I arrived. 1 lived like a Hermit.

'I‘o ’ drvert my rmnd I spend much time wrth fnends and: m the _

 Julius departed this world September 1, 1876. So soon after LR

- httle Julius arrived. The sickness came and he is gone so qurck

The present Market value .
s 20, 000‘ There was Shusters Garden mcluded but now I con-

C
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Not only did I file suit, Emma did tco. ! reccommended it :

~ 50 she can get her inheritance too. If [ had died you would have
been cheated out of yours too. Soon it will be apparent how it
turns out. He will be a lot worse than I expected. What he prom-
ised verbally when he took over the farm he doés not want to
‘keep. I will insist that he swears an ocath. He will not make
much profit on that deal. From my retirement I can live com-
fortable. And Emma is doing good too. As to contract he has
to furnish service and ¢are for me in sick and in health at a cost
of 100 (money value) to me plus rent.. 1 figured it come to 125
for a year. Then I have the income from the new house and my
Pension of 23 (Money value).

You see, you do not have to worry about me. Yes, you
could wish me a long life and good health. I could write a book
about my experiences but I get dxsgusted when I think about it
and I am angry at my self that I did not move out two years ago.
In the first week of her being there she showed her true character
and acted if my life depended on her charity. Co_nsx_derauon for
Albert made me keep quiet until he shcwed his hidden thinking.

" As a whole I have little to say about the family. Emma just
- married 2 weeks ago. She did well. His name is Nietzsch, He
. come from Rodden. There he has 20 acre and a full farm.
. Robert Bernhard was the Match-maker. :

Antoma moved with her lover to Dresden. We have to wait

. and see how it is developing further.

In Leipzig not much was going on.
and Pauline worried much. Although he is better now. He can
not do a thing. The harvest was good in general, only Rye was
thin and will not give much straw. Summer and fall fruits look
-excellant :

s3i This should be enough. I close this letter with wishes for
i good health and wen being. Your brother and sister send greet-
f ings, 50 do I :

'.1' - Post Script:  If you are to know what he gave me on furniture,
~ hereitis; ' '
1 broken Chair

1 broken Table with 2 legs

1 broken sofa - -

1 old Wardrobe with a broken lock
(It is kept in Rodden If he is not picking it up again I consider
sending it to the poor.) :

Fritz Ude was very ill

US.A.
Eagle, Nebraska
March 1, 1877
Dear Papa:

With you I must share news. Charlie and I together preempt-
ed 3 80 acre tracts of land. Two tracts Charlie took out in his
name. He say we divide the middle 80 since it lie between the
other two This we agree before he get married.

Now it time to dmde and I got to give Lotte a new calico
| dress before she agree to sign the papers. My Caroline not say
. 'much. Iknow she think plenty. But Charlie tell his Lotte, “We

‘agree this way from start - otherwise why Julius farm the land”

It is good to have 120 acres. I can see that farmers here will
need more land than in old country. But it is still good to be
c1t1zen of thxs new country It is good Papa.

Juhus

, _US.A.
Eagle, Nebraska
18 --

- Dear Papa :

With you I must share our sad news. Your son Louis no
longer is he with us. When he last visit our house he say he-
maybe coming down with a cold, Only next day he is gone

Like always he fix his own remedy only we' thmk maybe
he make it too stronq thxs time.

: He is laid to rest not far from here.. We pray that he is now
vmh our mother ,

To my broths;s and sisters we can say no more.

Julius

e  UsA
Eagle, Nebraska

Ko August 3, 1883

Dear Papa: - |
Good news I have to share with you Papa. Now I have 3

sons. The latest, Walter we call him, arrived June 25 He look;
like he grow to be one tall young man;

thtle Julius is getting to be a big help to his mother and:
Stephen is much help to me. Before long he will be bxgger then‘l
his own father. ; :

Charlie n_ow have 4 boys. Their youngest Joseph is not more’
than a year older than our Walter. By our house those boys must
go when they go to school. This is first year our Stephen attend'
school. I think he like his father and become farmer He not
hke that school very good

; Juﬁus;
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Dear Papa:

Eagle, Nebraska
March 13, 1880

To .you Papa I must tell of our trip to America. Baby
Gretchen was born while we were at sea. The boat got to rolling
in the high January sea and she arrived much earlier than I had
expected. She is not as strong as she should be but she is now
begmmng to put on wexght

thle cormng up the stswsxppx we encountered much ice.
From time to time the boat had to lay over after we started to
move up the Missouri river. The Captain told us we were fortun-

ate to make it all the way to Omaha this time of year. Had it
been any warmer we'd had ice all the way.
Somehow Charlie knew when we would arrive. It was good

to see him waiting with his team and wagon. All the way back to
his farm: he couldn’t get over the way our Adolph had grown,
“Why he was ]ust 50 bxg when I left home to come to Amenca

Ernest and: Adolph have made us a Dug out on Charlies farm.

Now they both have hlred out nll we can, fmd a place of our own,

Juhus has another boy They call hxm Stephen Itis sad the
way they lost their first two boys. He has a young wife. I think
she is somewhat strong willed. Only Julius he does what he
thinks best in spite of her advice,

Charlies wife, Lotte he calls her, is most kind to us. They
now have 3 sons. Louis, the oldest is such a young man. The
way he follows Charhe around you'd never know him not to be
his. own _child, Lotte could be a better worker. Doesn’t always
get thmgs done up.: “But with only boys no. glrls to help, how
could one expect othermse . v

Papa Handrock and hlS boys are not far from here Already
thelr Herman has taken a job aiid have place to live. Their Max
is going | to school The Enghsh he is speakmg well :

Thank you Papa for your many kxndnesses. Yoh should be
here in America also to see how your children are doing."

Antonie

(ermany
. F : 7 1880
Dear Children and especially Julius:

"I have a complaint against Albert concening the inheritance
from Julius Mother. I would like a recept from your own signi-
ture ~ Julius Barnhardt Sack.

B

Here some of the letter is missing

The lawyer is of the opinion that I should file suit in your
name,

Papa

US.A

] Roglitz, Germany
To Julius Barnhart Sack:

Your letter recieved. We were glad that you had written to
us. We take it that you are in good health hke it is with us. Only
my wife is a little, doesn’t feel good.

Dear Brother vou have written us much. You also tore me
down because we, want to file suit with father. That I know. I
get all the blame 'since he but the way. he was earlier he knew and
you knew it later on too. g

I did not start it. Only Father in the beginning was away
visiting and did not come back,

With Emma and Franzchen - with two complaints in one. I
went to father and said, “We have worked together for 30 years
‘and now you start to complain.” 1 talked for 10 minutes and he
said. “I'll tell you wife about my wife and the son turned away
and cried.

(talked about a basket of money.)

Albert

Roglitz, Germany

Dear Brother:

When I took over the Property of Father you had coming
from your mother part 125 ———. I took over the debt 25 ———.
So I still owe you 100 ———. After I got married I have sent you
200 ~—- instead of the 125 ———. I had before hand talked
with Father because he knew before that you needed money.

Father had accotding to the sales contract 608 ——— to get

from me. When later on I try to clear up the matter with him!
I wanted to send you 100 ——— accordmg to the wishes and

' _ approval

. (Fathers will made in 1876)

 Albert

Eagle, 'Nelf:raska. =

July 20, 1888

Dear Papa: . _ 24 LA O b

t

With Louis gone we could always | look at our State Capxtal

4

Building and say that he helped to build it. Only now they want b

to tear it down.' They say the stone they used was of poor ;
guality and is breakmg down.

stone) i : ; Lo el

Again this year with our crops they are a lost.
hoppers come - eat every thing. Only this year worst than last. |

We cannot go to town and buy what we need. All around:

(Louis warned them about that i

The; grass- | :

i
I
{
i

our community the farmer has no grain. We are lucky to plant ’

our potatoes early this year. With them we get. half a CIOp. | .
: RE
The people from back east they Send us seed and food and
clothes to help. Only those swindlets around here get control
and charge big prices and high mterest Not enough we got grass-
hoppers We got crooks also.

— : Julius
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July 15,1893
Dear Brothor ( Charlie)

To your 50th Birthday and sending heart filled good wishes
and health to your whole family.

What I can tell about us to satisfy the family consists of a
Son, a mailman which learn to be a mailman. In the fall is his
last exaimation. We would wish that my son and your children
have a future without worry and the two of us can hve out our
lives in peace.

How is Julius and Antonia? Give them my best regards.

The harvest here in Germany was very bad. Too dry. I very
seldom come to Roglitz but everything goes good. Martha Chaniz
‘she has only one daughter i

Emma W Tuc}uch has sold and they moved to Breisa by
.Oschatz. They have purchased something again in Sachsen.

Now [ will close in the hopes that this letter will find you in
good spirits.

Your loving sister
Franziska Barnhart

U.S.A.
Eagle, Nebraska
March 3, 1896
Dear Papa: CoE

To you I must bear sad news. No longer is our Antonia to
be with us. Only the day before she came to our house to see
how our little Laura was getting along, Cutting teeth she was.

By morning her boy Adolph he come to tell us that she is
. dead. How this could be possible I say to him. She never had a
" sick day in her life. He only shake his head.

;:‘emeta y where we ¢an’ look after her.. P RS
Papa, _she was only 56 years old.
Could that I could be there to bring comfort to you.

Julius

Germany ‘/\

She is laid to rest hy our.twa baby boy&m_theaCamp—Creek_: syt Even-- though I have not seen him m almost 40 years I have

US.A.
Eagle, Nebraska
October 6, 18396
Dear Papa:

Charlie is most angry with that Ernest Handrock. Already he
takes himself a wife. Much younger than he. Hardly 20 years old
she is. Charlie thinks she's with child.

He say we are to have nothing to do with that Ernest. He
got idea that maybe Antonia didn't just die.

- I'tell him maybe we should wait and see Bevaore being so rash
with our suspicions. But he is sure. ‘He's seen enought. “Don’t
need no pitch-fork for him to get the point”.

Such are sad thoughts Papa. We can do little. Antonia is
gone. Now we must do what we can for Adolph and the others.
His Elsie and Freda will learn of this soon enough. Mary Ann
"she is/now young lady. She can inarry and leave this sorrow
behind. Such things as this is sure to touch us all - one way or
another. :

For you I would like to bring joy. But you can see how it
is here with us.

Julius

v e

US.A.
; . Eagle, Nebraska

3 ¥ dd
Dear Sister Franzisha

Only this day did I learn that Papé is no Ionger w1ih ds I
met brother Charlié in town and he had just recieved your lefter
telling us of our fathers passing. i B T

‘ ]

In each of my chxldren I can see a b1t of hxfn
could not be with you at this t1me

When I go home I tell my Carolma of his passing and we add
up the years of his life and she say,, ““My! he was alrnost a
hundred years old" i :

To my brothers and sisters [ send my gegrets: and my ;love:.

i

: August 4, 1906 B

Julius

e
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