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This was wnitten as a schood assignment,

" To interview and unite up the atory of aome
inteneosting person neaiding in Palmyra Nebr"

It was also necessany, after it was completed
2o have the party interviewed, nead the finished
article and sign it o verify its authenticity,
Thia is the stony of Mne Onrnison as she todd it
2o Inez flizabeth Minney in the yean (925,

This 2yped copy was made June 2 1975 , copied from he
oniginal which was har wnitten, by Inez Minney Walterns

TERRITORIAL REMINISCENCES

I have been asked 2o nelate some incidents of Pioneen Life. [ do not know why
but the true odd pioneer does not Like 2o lay bare to the public his most
Auying experiences, which are tfeones the people are most interested in today.
In the finst place, #he pivneer never acknowledged Zo any one not even himself
that he was poor, 40 what dooks to us as dire poverty, looked to him as riches.

As [ look back [ see a Little dog cabin (2x 16, built in Otve (ounty, the

dogs heun flat on the innen surface, and the chinks filled with "eat" and

clay [ a mixture of straw and clay ) and the whole interion of the cabin treated
2o a coat of white wach, which rubbed off on everone who Zouched if.

My mozhen can tell you of what the roof was composed, and her experience the
finst night she spent unden it, The roof was shakes laid over rafters covered
with a dayen of 4od, and any person who saw one of our fornential rains knows
what happened when the rain wasched the dirt through the shakes and sireamed

indo the room below, There was one doon which had a latch string fon a lock.

I consisted of a wvoden bar on the inside of the doon, that fell into a wooden
aloton the doon jamb with a siring attached nearn the end of the bar, A hole
was boned in the dvon and the stning passed Zo the outside. Anyone on the
outside coudd pull the siring and raise the latch, and if the one on the

inside wished to lock the doon, they simply pulled in the siring and it was done.

Fon Light there was one amall half window. Across one end of the room was
tuwo bedsteads, made of poles, otraw ticks then a feather bed and bed clothes
daid thereon: a trundle bed on two 2o shove unden them, provided sleeping
accommwdations for father, mother and five children. I{ quests arnived, the
women sdept in the beds, and the men rolled up in a quilt on blanket on the
Hoon, which was mother earnth, This Little cabin was tupical of moat of the
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planeen homes I was acquainted with.

Fon food, there was aluays plenty of potatoes, ponk beans and four. Sugan
was used spaningly andtea and coffee were acance. Various substitutes wene
wsed forn coffee, such as roasied peas, bran and modasses etc. The wild pluns
which grew in those days, were delicious and the chokecherries and even the
sorrel was considened good enought for a company pie. Wild grapes picked off
in the bunches and dropped into a jar of songhun molasses, and allowed o work,
then wsed as a sauce on in pies we thought fine. The childnen wsed o beg fon
the apple peelings, uhenever mother was forntunate enough to get apples for pie
for threshers, and ithese peelings tasted mighty gqood.

Harvest season was a busy time, The grain was cut with a machine where a man
sat on one extra seat, and raked each bundle off the platform with a hand nake.
[ wao then bound by hand witha ostraw band. [{ I remember right, it took eigh %
men to follow a machine. Those were busy days for uwmen too. A lunch was pre-
pared and. carrnied to the field at 10 o'clock A.M and again at 5 PN,
consisting of fried cakes ( now called do-nuts), pie, bread on rolls and coffee.

AU sewing was done by hand, all stockings, undemwear, pants and shirts, wene
all home made as well as dresses and aprons, Une pair of hands milked the cows
prepaned the dunches, got the regulan meals, Lidied the house and caned fon, four
on five children (We had no kids in those days.) Light was furnished by candles
which the good wife made also.

Well do [ rememben the candle stick and snuffens and how many times [ Arnied
2o onuff the candle and put the Light out. Our firet lantern was a penforated
tin affair, with a small candle inside. [+ had a doon 2o det the Light out,
when you goi inside the bann, { no shed) which you carefully opened on the side
away from the drafits, after carning it from the house, under yourn coat on
shawl, (Even then you might have to nelight it a half dozen times.

[ wish I had the gift Zo make you see these p/zaj/z,émml can. The grass was <o
high on the bottom land, that a man could ride honseback through it and could
not be seen, Quail, Pranie chickens, deer and wvlves roamed at will through
it; some of the wolves were large gray ones that wene knoun o Rill two year
odd heifera.

The Indians on their ponies with tent poles fastened o the sides of the ponies
traveled Indian file. I never was afraid of the Indians, but those odd Indian
dpotied dogs wsed 2o send chills over me. I see that long string on train of
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of prehaps twenty five covered wagons each dran by six to twelve yoke of oxen,
hauling government freight #o (heyenne and Laramie from Nebraska (ity. There
were othen coverned wagons followed by Zired worn out women and children on
foot, going to the promised land. ne poon woman sleeps her last sleep. in a
now unknown. grave, at the foun cornens noath of ln. Mdlanws. lying she was
baptised into the Mommon faith. and left 2o her dong sleep,

[ suppose you wonden how we spent oun Sundays. No one wonked that day (undess
they lost track of he days of the week). I nemember once Mn. Webb came %o see
father and asked why he wasen't wonking? Fathen said 'Becawse it is Sunday”.
M, Webb replied, " [ must go night back fon fns ebb is preparing to wash.”
Once my uncle Jos. Thommes came from Nebraska (ity, and mother had a boilen

on the stove. He aaid, "Why Margaret do you wash on Sunday?” [ soon came off.

Sometimes we went to ourn nearest neighbons 2 miles southeast on 5 miles Nonth
lest. In winten we went in a home made sleigh, A Lot of straw was placed

in the bottom of the wagon box, a quilt spread on it, the childnen daid on
that, with the amallen in #he centen, quilt spread over all and securely Fucked
in, The sleigh or wagon was draun by oxen. There were no bridges, except on
the ateam wagon noad, and twenty nine sineams were fonded.

Some of the Fonds wene knoun as flonses (roasing, levils crossing, Douton (nrvas-
ing and efc,

My mother saw the histonic odd steam wagon, and my fathen was among the men
who ran it out to the §. S.Morton Famn, where it bnoke doun.

Une day my father and Mr James llallen had gone o Weeping later to take a

grist 2o Reed's Nill and get floun. Mother and we Little folks wene lef?t

alone. Fathen was not sure he would return that night, but we half expected him.
e were late dving the chores and as we were wonking a " Halloo” nang out on th e
othen side of the creek. [Mothen answened it, wondering how father happened

20 be on that side of the creek, You know there were no noads, not even paths,
travelers generally followed the atneams, on divides and drove siakes on

pided up mounds to quide them back 1o the stanting point. Again came the
"Halloo”. This time mother knew there were more than one, and that they wene
white people, fon they were talking and swearing about the location of the
crwssing.  She hunnied 2o the house with ws and ook two shont handled
pitchforks, Une she gave 2o my eldest brothen, the othen she kept herself.

She drew the latchstring in, barricaded the doon with everythin that was
movable, and #odd brothen if they came and broke the doon in, #o atick the

fork in the eyes of one and she would attack the other. They sat there in
fear and trembling all night, for everything uwns still and she couldn't be
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sune they wene gone. But happily they couldn't find the crossing. They

also went 2o Mrs Wallen's ((Mra £. Luff was spending the night with her )

and knocked and knocked,  Getting no answen they aplit the doon with a rail
and said if they were not allowed Zo entern they would " blow the occupanis as
full of holes as a skimmer”. [lno Luff said "Let ws get unden the bed for
bullets will not go through feathens”, this they did with all haste. After a
ime the men goi tined and lef. We found out later they were a couple of daunk
men who wanted o borrow a Light.

Mothers are the same, in all ages and places. e always had oun colored egys
at (asten, Mother saved up all bits of calico that wuld fade, and at Fasten
wound thentighily around the eggs and boiled them hard. They were all codons
and stripped.

At (hristmas we hung up our stockings and usually found a cluster of raisina,
an gpple, candy and sometimes an orangin them. Sometimes oun parents sang
hymnas on todd us stonies of the dong ago. Ourn play things were few and simple.
A bunch of rage forn a dodl, a Zop from an empy spood, bows and arrows made
from willow #wigs and twine (which was made from paper and came to pieces when
wet /. lle made wordenful houses from conncobs, and spent many happy hours
cutting dodls, furnitune and clothing from newspapens.

The mail was brought by otage %o Mn. 9.R. McKees', [ 2hink where fd McKee now
Lives. My uncle Mr. Robert Renoldd unote 2o Washington and had a postoffice
docated At Guos Floatman's stone, which joined Mr lWallen's residence, on the
atean wagon road. Ve asked that it be named Faisley for his odd home toun

in Scotdand, I can nememben when Mn, Thomas Wells carried the mail o

Paisdey postoffice in saddlebags.

The finot wedding [ nemember was an interesting affain. MWe adl went in a
dunber wagon 2o the home of the bride. lhen all had assembled there, e were
again doaded into wagons and went 1o the home of Revenend Vose. Great conster-
nation prevailed uhen the bridegroom discovered he had left the license in his
other coat pocket. Aften several of the men testified they had seen it, and
knew he had it, and after promising they would be sune to send it Zo Mr. Vose
the next day, he consented v proceed with the ceremony, o the great delight
of all concenrned.

Young people were much the same in those days, as now, only they went about
mone in groups. Three on foun young men would invite three on four young ladies
2o go 2o 4inging achool, on chunch, all going in one wagon, and good times
they sunely did have.
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What a young couple considened necessary, o furnish a home depended on #he
pocket book, and how Little they could do with. [ have knoun some very nice,
and happy homes, that stanted with nothing but a cook stove, asome stone boxes
for table and cupboards and bed on the floon. They are Foday considened among
ourn most successful people both financially and othemwise.

The dress of those days would seem otrange now. The men wore cow hide boots. but
the least said about our everyday clothes the betten. !le were not always proud
on anxious Zo be seen in them. [ still have a couple of pictunes taken in the
eardy days. The finst of mother and brothen taken in (860 in Nebraska ( ity

by Geonge Hain, the other a seven yearn old ginl, also Zaken by Geonge Hain. in
1869 in Nebraska (ity.

The early setilens were asanxious for achoods as forn the post office. The
paisdey schood district was the 6th o be onganized in Otve (ounty and contained
¥ Sections in toun 9, range (0 and 1/2 of 1,2, 3,4 5,and 6 in toun 8 and part
of what is now %u ist, 20. Five uhole districts and parts of otherns have
since been formed from the same ternitony, 63, 65, 77, &85, /02 are the five

Paisley Distrnict no. 6 was onganized in (569; My uncle Robert Ronald being
Directon; M Thomas 'ells, Moderator, and Fred I, Sirachan, Treasure. The
achood house was buidt on the stean wagon road on dand given by Messns

Wallen and Luff. The house was donger east and weost than nonth and south.

[ here werne thrnee windows on the north and south and the door was in the east.
A dong bench desk ran the dength of the room 2o the naised platforn on the
wesi where the teachen had a mmall table and chain. Bencheswithout backs
senved as geats forn the pupils who of cournse all fuced the centen of the noom.
When called to recite we slipped off the bench and crawled under oun desks.

e wene well supplied with charts hung on the wall from which we atudied oun
dessons, all Lessons being prepaned in the schood nvom. The charts senved as
books for most of #h pupils the finst temm. Therne were A B ([ (harts, reading
chants, multiplication chants, etc. The neading chants contained such
sentences as "see the cat,” 'see the nat,"” 'see the cat catch the nat.”
Cach new wond was printed in red uwhile the nemainder was in blue. Mias
Lucinda Merwin Now Mra Huges of (alifornia , a sister of oun tounsman, Mr

Len Nemwin, was the first teacher. She received something Like $15.00 a month
and board. around. M. H#.R, Ray mond was Supt. and wsually welked uhen he
cane #o pay his annual visit, This achood grew from a few pupils o an
attendance of 60 who goi most of theirn education unden these conditionas,.
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I do not know what our modenn teachens would do with such a medley of booka.
There wene #Hidlard's readen, Saunders Readen and National Readen, about as

many text in arnith. what a variety of classes, AY learners, five reading classes
a history class, and Anithmetic classes from [+1 =2 #oa class in Algebra; Geo
classes, Phy. classes and spelling in all grades. .

Paisley boasted of a numben of good spellens and what exciting "spelling bees”
we had, They took the place of the basket ball games of today.

Mr. . Saunders stanted the first Sunday schoold and well [ nememberthe finst
picnic, e all met at the schood house and manched #o the big Zree nean
Wallens bridge, where we played such games as drop the handkenchief, on

suung AL ired. A4 noon we again formed in a line and manched #o the schood
house whene the elden women had been busy. [ can yet see that old school house
immacuately clean, and the long benches with uhite table cloths, the
glistening steel knives and fonks, the uneaths and boquets of wild flowers
and the green branches; he cake and pies set on whode but sliced ready,

2o senve, and all #he othern good #hings and they were good fon we only tasted
then once on twice a yeon. I+ was beautiful o ws childrnen and we wene
allowed to drink tea from lns Saundens china cups, that came from ‘ngland.

[ wone a white dotted owiss dress made from one of my mothera' but it was

my new dness, and a uwhite sun bonnett. That was a ned letter day and sands
out in my memory.

Later the odd school howse served as church as well as school uhere we heard
many a good semmon. [t also sheltered a singing school and a Good Templarn's .
Lodge, but best of all as far as | know, all uho attended school in the odd
schood howse made quod in daten Life, among the firnst pupils were only a few
boys who used profane language on Zabaceo in any form. Altho some wene brought
up in close contact with both, and a few played candlo.

But these days are past, {Ondy one of the older people that settled in this
immediate neighborhood remains, lins Margaret Thompaon, age &, The territon-
ial settlens with there doneliness (°) and hardohipa are fast passing away and
the uwhole atony of thein stnuggles will neven be knoun.

f oniginal copy signed by Mro Onnison )




