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2 May 1945 

Miss Olivia Pound, 
1632 L Street, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Dear Olivia: 

It was good to get your letter. I ought to answer by hand but writing with 

pen and ink troubles my eyes which have been bothering me a good deal of late. 

The only way for me to write a letter as things are now is to dictate. 

The Giesler who told me that onyx was the name of some king or prince in 

the Bible is not the John Giesler referred to in the clipping you enclosed. 

The onyx Giesler was John's brother. I knew John very well. Later he was a 

sterling man and good citizen. 

I can quite understand what you say about Jud~ Frost. I had to try a 

good many oases before him. One I remember particularly at Tecumseh which I 

tried for Halleck Rose. Our client was a banker by the name of Chamberlain, a 

thoroughly good fellow but one who did not mind a drink of whisky once in a while. 

Because Of this Frost would not believe anything to which he testified, but was 

quite willing to believe a very slick fellow who was undoubtedly lying but willing 

to testify to anything when he could do it in a deposition up in Montana where 

he did not have to face those against whom he was testifying. That was always 

Frost's weakness. He was too consciously righteous to understand human beings. 

I am sorry to hear about John Bishop. I had hoped to be able to send him 

a book reprinting my Masonic writings which is in prospect but like everything 

else nowadays (except government publications and propaganda) is held up because 

of rationing of paper. 

As to my eyesight it is still good for ten hours a· week of teaching and a 

good deal of writing, but I have to admit that my eyes bother me increasingly. 
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I have to use a hand glass for fine print and lay off at pretty short intervals 

and walk about a moment to rest them if I am doing continuous work. But I get 

down to my office at seven in the morning and_stay until half past five, and 

manage to get about as much done as ever. I have been promised reprints of 

my address as President of the National Probation Association and will send you 

one when received. 

One of the best things I have written recently upon which I read proof many 

months ago I am advised will appear some time during the summer. I have meant 

to send you things as they appeared, but I have been so crowded with work the 

present school year that I am afraid I have sometimes forgotten. I am going to 

take the summer off from teaching to get ahead with my book on ~urisprudence. 

Yours ever 

sr 
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July 23, 1945. 

Miss Olivia Pound, 
1632 L Street 1 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Dear Olivia: 

Chtccia and I got back from ~ebee last week. We found everything 

up there in very striking contrast to the things here. 'Jhere was no end 

of meat, butter, sugar, and all the things not to be had here, and what 

was more curious, the bacon which was available without stint every 

morning at Breakfast came from Chicago. 

Miss McCarthy 1s aWS¥ on vaee,tion, and when she gets back I am 

going to send you some recent papers I have published. But the best things 

I have written in the last six months are still awaiting publication. 

There is no end of paper for all propaganda stuff coming out of Washington, 

but,for ordinary printing,publishers are restricted to a small percentage 

of what they obtained last yee:r. 

The Ma.sons at Seattle are publishing m::, lecture on Fichte. I 

translated his lectures on the philosophy of Masonr,, and wrote an intro 

duction. I am hoping it will appear soon, and I am going to dedicate it to 

John Bishop who was my first teacher in Masonry. 

Yours ever, 

$,5: 
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8 October 1945 

Miss Olivia Pound, 
1632 L Street, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Dear Olivia: 

In a great pile of accumulated letters I find yours of July 31, which 

I do not believe I answered as I should have done. As to "Pewterstick-in 

Waiting" you are right in saying it comes from Thackeray. I was not aware 

of Gilbert's using it, but if he did he picked it up from Thackeray. I 

think I have sent you some recent reprints. But things are terribly slow 

coming outo Printing seems to be still held up by paper rationingo The 

people out in Seattle promised me the Masonic paper which I was going to ➔ 

send to Bishop a long time ago but it is still held up. The National 

Probation Association long ago promised me 100 reprints of an address I 

delivered at Cleveland more than a year ago, but so far I have nothing 

but promises. A symposium on Sociology to which I contributed was promised 

for last spring, and then for this summer, and finally for this month, and 

I am dubious when I shall get that. 

You seem to have had a much better rationing situation out in Nebraska 

than we have had here. It has been pretty hard to get anything decent to 

eat around Harvard Square, and even the Union Club which used to run an 

excellent table has been hard put to it to give much of anything. 

As to the path which Jerry Smith and I (not Clements) took across the 

sand hills, we began at Alliance, walked across Sheridan County and through 

Cherry County to Dad's Lake, then swung up through Rock County to Johnstown, 

went from there to Neligh, and then drove (botanizing on the way) through 
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Albion, Columbus, David City, and Lincoln. The hardest part of the trip was 

on foot through the sand hills by compass (there were no such things as roads) 

from Alliance to Johnstowno 

On Monday I begin again a schedule of nine hours a week of teaching, five 

in the Law School and four in the College, which I shall keep up to February 

when I hope I can cut down to a six hour schedule. 

Yours very truly• 

j. P, 
' 
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10 December 1945 

Miss Olivia Pound• 
1632 L Street, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Dear Olivia: 

I have been asked to deliver an address before the Nebraska State Bar 

.Association on December 27. I shall have to run right out there and run right back 

on account of other engagements. I am afraid I ought not to have taken this on, 

but the temptation to see Nebraska lawyers again - a great many of them my former 

students - was irresistible. As travel conditions are difficult: and my time 

will be very short Ciuccia will not go with me. 

The basket or pears and other things came about the end or November. As 

usual the pears are quite wonderful. 

I hope you got my letter after the manner of Mrs. Feitelbaum, and the Masonic 

paper for John Bishop which I sent et the same time. I wrote out a dedication to 

Bishop but for some reason or other the Seattle people left that out. A good deal 

or hard work went into that paper. Fichte is a terribly hard man to translate. 

It seems that I shall have to be carrying a load of nine hours a week of 

teaching until June, but after that I shall absolutely ref'Use to do more than 

the normal six. There must be an end some day to the emergency. 

I have a huge pile of lettars to dispose of and can only hastily dictate 

these few lines. 

Yours ever 
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19 December 1945 

Miss Olivia Pound, 
1632 L Street, · 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Dear Olivia: 

The invitation from the Nebraska Bar Association came rather unexpectedly 

and I had made arrangements to be in New York that week. It wes difficult 

indeed to get transportation to Lincoln. I finally succeeded in getting a 

decent birth from New York to Chicago and an upper from Chicago to Lincoln. 

Coming back from Lincoln to Chicago I have to take a day train but have been 

fortunate enough to get a sleeper from Chicago to Boston. It has been exceedingw 

ly difficult to do this and you can see why it is that Ciuccia is not coming 

with me. Conditions of travel east and west just now are downright prohibitive. 

I suppose I shall be kept very busyiat the meeting as I note they have me 

down for evening as well as afternoon, but I hope to have better luck seeing 

you than I did the last time I went out to the meeting of the Nebraska Bar 

Association at Omaha. 

Yours ever 

J.P 
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3 January 1946 

Miss Olivia Pound, 
1632 L Street, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Dear Olivia: 

I was sorry to miss you when taking the train last Friday. When I got 

to the station I looked about and not seeing you thought I would park my 

luggage and heavy overshoes and coat in the train and then come out and look 

for you. When I got in the car I found that a woman was claiming my seat and 

had an enormous amount of luggage in the aisle arguing with the porter. I said 

to the man who came with me from the hotel that r· was expecting you and to please 

look for you and tell you I would come out on the platform as soon as I got ~y 

things stowed away. It took a good while for the porter with the aid of the 

conductor to convince the woman that she did not have the seat and that I did. 

When I finally got things arranged I came out on the platform and looked about 

but within two or three minutes the train started so that I missed you. It has 

occurred to me that probably the man whom I told I was looking for my sister 

went about looking for Louise and missed you. It was too bad. But the chapter 

of accidents plays e large part in travel these days. I had almost to fight 

my way to the sleeping car at the Central Station in Chicago. The bus man 

dumped us into a pool of water knee deep. We then had to fight our way through 

a crowd to the train shed and than after having our Pullman tickets duly 

examined to be escorted through a mad crown of coach passengers wanting to 

get on the traino The train was between three and four hours late getting 

to Boston and the service was about as uncomfortable as could be imagined. 

I remember father told me that his mother's people had moved into Canada 
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but were burned out during the war of 1812 and came back into New York. Also 

I remember father telling me that grandfather Pound had a terminal station on 

the underground railway. Also I remember when I went back to New York in 1886 

an old-timer whom Cousin Ned took me to see said that grandfather used to carry 

a load of negroes to his place and hide them in a c-o.e down by the lake from 

which they were taken across to Canada, and said that when the negroes were 

being transported grandfather's market wagon could be smelled a mile off. 

I am going to be terribly pushed with work here until june. In addition 

to a very heavy teaching schedule I have promised four lectures at Notre Dame 

and one at the Catholic University at Washington which will have to be written 

some time between now and May. I am giving up outside activities a good deal 

but those lectures and the work of the National Probation Association and the 

Advisory Committee Of the American. Enterprise Association I still keep up. 

Yours ever 

~~-~ 
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l_ February 1946 

Miss Olivia Pound, 
1632 L Street, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Dear Olivia: 

I am sending you a copy of the November 1945 issue of the Harvard Law 

Review which on account of the difficulties of publication nowadays has only 

just appeared. I do not expect you to read the long article on page l, but 

you might be interested in the notice of the birthday dinner on p. 117. 

All is well here except that I shall have to keep up my heavy teaching 

schedule until June. We are simply overwhelmed with students. 

Yours ever 
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19 February 1946 

Miss Olivia Pound, 
1632 L Street, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Dear Olivia: 

I am sorry to hear of Webber's death. I wanted to write to Mrs.Webber 

but I cannot find any address, and suppose I shall have to give it up. 

I would not have undertaken to deliver some lectures at the University 

of West Virginia if I had known that the China appointment was going to 

materializeo But for one reason or another the final notice did not come 

to me until last week and I could not very well resist my friend and former 

student, Dean Hardman. Consequently I agreed to deliver a course for ten 

days at West Virginia in JUne. As soon as that course is completed I am 

going to China where I shall be until the latter part of September, returning 

in time for the next school year here. As my teaching here will come to an end 

a year from June, I promised to go back to China in June of 1947 and stay as 

long as I may be needed. 

I am sorry I cannot send you any newsprint of the picture in the clipping 

enclosed in your letter. I have not tb.e faintest idea where they got that 

picture. I have never seen it before. Evidently somebody made a snapshot - 

something that students here do freque~tly. Moreover, I am afraid that I 

have not any picture which I can send. We have given away everything that 

I had except possibly Ciucclam.ay have something. I will ask her tonight and 

if she has will send you the best that we can find. 

As to what you say about mother, as you know she never weighed 100 pounds 

in her life, but had a remarkable amount of vitality as well as strength of 

will. I agree with y9u that she was very nervous, but it was not the worrying 



1£,atu ~cbool of Jt,arbarb Wnfbtr~ttp 

~mllrfbgt 38, -a•~- 

Miss O. P. ,2 

kind of nervousness. It was simply overflowing energy. I remember the trouble 

she used to have with earache, and also with neuralgia, which I think was due 

to trouble with teeth, as she was free from it, as I recall, after about 1890. 

In other words, I think there is truth both in your recollection and in Louise's. 

She must have had a good deal of physical vigor to do all the things that she 

was doing continually. 

I had hoped to have an easier teaching schedule beginning this month. 

But we are simply swamped with students, and I shall have to go on with the 

same heavy load of teaching until June. 

back to a normal six hours. 

Yours ever 

Next fall, however, I expect to be 
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30 March 1946 

Miss Olivia Pound. 
1632 L Stree✓, 
Lincoln, N braska 

Dear OH.via: 

As to when I began Latin, I cannot be sure. I began it with mother a 
4 

good while before I began formal instruction in it in the old Latin school. 

I still have the old .Andrews and Stoddard's Latin gramm.ar, and .Anthon' s Caesar 

which had belonged to mother in college with which she started me. Also I have 

the Latin ti.aw Testament with the date 1876 in which I tried to read the Latin 

New Testament vi th mother. 

nunciation and before the days of over-emphasis on what we call constructions, 

that is to say, a dative was a dative, and whether it was also a dative of 

reference was not supposed particularly to matter. I had gone a good way with 

mother before I took the first preparatory Latin under Professor Church. As 

I recall, he left the University in 1882 and was, as you know, afterward a 

judge in California. He had a course called six weeks' preparation for reading 

Caesar in which he rushed us through the declensions and conjugations and the 

high spots of syntax. I had to struggle to shake off the English pronunciation 

I had learned from mother and acquire what Professor Church called the Con 

tinental pronunciation. This was not the church pronunciation which I have 

had to learn since but was really the pronunciation he and others had learned 

in the German universities. 

But she had been brought up in the English pro- 

I must have been in his Latin class in 1882. 

Afterward I came under the jurisdiction of Miss Smith under whom I read 

Cicero's Orations and was compelled to learn .Allen and Greenough's Latin 

grammar by heart. Whenever a "construction" was encountered in one of 

L 



, l l 
I t 
i ,, 

lLalu ~cfJool of 1£,atbatb 11nfbtt~it!' 
Q!:andJtibgt 38, -a~~. 

_ Miss o. P. ,2 

Cicero's Orations the section of Allen and Greenough's grammar was immediately 
30 ... , 

called for. I think the section you have heard me quote so often is :,l "The 

supine in um is used after verbs of motion to express the purpose of the motion." 

I remember very well a man by the name of Davis who said: "But, Miss Smith, would 

not the purpose of the motion be expressed in tbe motion?" You may imagine how 

Miss Smith responded to that question. About that time I had algebra under J 
fl~IJ,,,U,t' ~. ~ £,, (ii... ~O(~ s ~- 

Miss"'Hi tchcock who afterwards married Professor ~ennet\• Before that time I 

had been going to the office of H.H. Wilson at five o'clock every afternoon 

for arithmetic. 

I was so well ahead in Latin and in Greek, in which father, who was an 

excellent Greek scholar had started me at home, that I had covered the ordinary 

classical course well ahead of my class and was able to read parts of Pliny's 
51--tMA,,, t. , 

Natural History, and Lucretius and Propertius with Professor~Barber as extras 

without credit. Also in 1886 in my sophomore year, I was able to go into botany 

where I went a long way so that when I graduated in 1888 I was made Assistant in 

the botanical laboratory, 
~,..a.L) 

analysis under Dr. L].oydo 
/\ 

and in chemistry where I got through qualitative 

ft..&(.. IA'"' Also I was laboratory assistant for , Dr.~Billings 

in bacteriology before I graduated. All this I owe to the start which father 

and mother had given me in Greek and Latin which enabled me to go through the 

classical course easily and quickly. Father's pronunciation of Greek was the 

old Oxford pronunciation which he had learned from Taylor Lewis who was one of 
~.: .. 

the great Greek teachers of tbe era before the Civil War. I had got far enough_. 
·-~~ ....... ~ 

so that I could read the new Testament with him in Greek before I came under the'·:_ 

jurisdiction of Professor,, cMillan. 

While my memory for most things is pretty good, I confess I have not any 



1£.ab:1 ~cbool of J!,atbatb ltnfbttsitp 

«:amfJtibge 38, ;fflass. 

Miss o. P. ,3 

very clear recollection of dates back of 1886. As you know, mother had started 

me in botany and in entomology. I had a very good collection of books on insects, 

and knew how to handle Gray's Manual of Botany by the time I was twelve. Con 

sequently when I came under Dr. Bessey's jurisdiction I had a much better start 

than those who came to him from the Latin school with the so-called preparatory· 

botany. 

Yours ever 
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7 October 1946 

Miss Olivia Pound, 
1632 L Street, 

Lincoln, Nebraska 

Dear Olivia: 

I have a letter from Paul Sayre saying that you had thought of sending your 

copy of his manuscript to me in order that I might cneca.. your corrections. 

I should be very glad if you would do this. I have had a bad experience of 

what people have written about me on the basis of their inner consciousness 

and I should like to be sure that at least the matters of fact which are 

going to be put in print are accurate. 

Yours very truly, 
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25 October 1946 

Miss Louis Pound, 
1632 L Street, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Dear Louise: 

Like yourself', I am very much troubled about Sayre's manuscript. 

The circumstances are that at the ·instance of some of my former students he 

set out more than a year ago to bring together a collection of essays on the 

occasion of my 75th birthday. The essays were written and read for publication, 

but restrictions on printing held up publication and I understand the book will 

not appear until the end of December. 

getting together and editing the collection and arranging for its publication 

by the Oxford University Presso 

He did an excellent bit of work in 

He undertook to write a biographical sketch 

as a sort of preface to the collection, and the publishers it seems demurred on 

the ground that it would make the book too large. Thereupon he made a con- 

tract with them for writing and publishing a biography. I am in hopes that 

the publishers will send his manuscript to some reader who will require a good 

deal to be cut out and some other things to be modified. You can see at once 

that I cannot interfere to suggest anything of the sorto I have managed to 

get a good many inaccuracies corrected and hope with the aid of Olivia's cor- 

rections we can at least get the facts straight. He is a very conscientious 

fellow and I suspect will improve the manuscript greatly before he sends it to 

the publisherso 

For the rest, I can only hope if the job is not a good one that the statute 

of limitations may run on it in time, and possibly if I am spared to something 

like mother's span of life I can some day write my own in my own way. Pleaat, 



L.P. ,2 

however, treat this as confidential. Sayre is the best fellow in the world 

but frightfully sensitive and I would not have a word of this get to him for 

anything. 

Yours ever, 

Signed in Mr.Pound's 
absence 
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14 November 1946 

Miss Louise Pound, 
1632 L Street, 
Lincolu, Nebraska 

Dear Louise: 

I am sending you the reprint of my "Interpretations of Legal History." 

Also I am sending Olivia a reprint of my address ,"Administrative Agencies and 

the Law" which was reprinted as a pamphlet by American Affairs and abridged 

under the title "What is Happening to the Law" by the same publication. I 

have no copies of the abridgment or of the pamphlet, but as I have said the 

full original text is in the reprint which I am sending. 

I will write Mrs. Sawyer as you suggest. 

I am very glad indeed to have your address "The Future of Poetry." I 

should quite agree that "poetry is the most beautiful form of human speech." 
I 

But I put it to you whether the verse of Archie Macleish, David McCord, and 

other of the conspicuous bards today comes within your formula. In painting 

there seems to be a cult of the ugly and in what passes for poetry a cult of 

the rough and of smart Aleck effects in style covering usually a notable lack 

of anything to say. But I suppose my views on such things_are "reactionary." 

Whenever I venture to tell the truth about things in China as I observed them 

at close range this summer, I am told that I am reactionaryo I suppose one 

ought to believe 100 per cent. in Communism and in the benevolent intentions 

of Russia in the Orient in order to be liberal. 

Yours ever 

~,? 
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15 November 1946 

Miss Olivia Pound, 
1632 L Street, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Dear Olivia: 

It is pretty hard to get anything to remote parts of China. Indeed, 

I did not find it easy to get things to Nanking in any reasonable time. I 

think probably if Louise would try the American Red Cross at Shanghai that 

would be the most likely method. But when I trued to communicate with 

Ciuccia between Nanking and Tokyo last summer through the Red Cross which 

General McArthur's aide (a former student of mine) said was the only means 

of communication, things got very badly mixed up and the results were dis- 

couraging. I do not say the Red Cross at Nanking because in my experience 

the representatives at Shanghai are more intelligent and effective. 

I quite realize what you say about Paul Sayre's manuscript. But I do 

not want to be responsible for it and in any event he is rather sensitive 

and difficult to deal with in such matters. He tells me that he is rewriting 

the whole thing and I hope it may considerably improve. His articles in the 

legal periodicals ha~e generally been well written. I suspect the manuscript 

he sent you was dictated and dictation is likely to lead to the sort of thing' 

of which you speak. 

Very likely the Oxford University Press will send his manuscript to one 

of their good readers with the result that many of the things you have noted 

will be eliminated. At least that is what I hope. 
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20 January 1947 

Miss Olivia Pound, 
1632 L Street, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Dear Olivia: 

You are quite right in the three suggestions you make about Sayre's 

sketch. Mother certainly was not ~fiery~'- spirited is the word. I 

certainly did not go with Louise to the "Episcopal Church School." I 

did occasionally go with her to Trinity Church for a few years. Also I 

agree that "intense intellectual interests" were not pressed upon me. I 

suppose, however, there was an atmosphere of intense intellectual interest 

about the house. 

to Sayre. 

I think it would be well for you to make these suggestions 

Mencken is quite wrong about Hershey having died about two years ago. 

Sayre has been in constant communication with him and I have heard from him 

more than once in that interval. I am sure that I should have been told if 

he had died since I last heard from him. 

I am sorry indeed to hear about Mrs. Woods. I cannot say I am surprised 

about Thomas. He was rather irresponsible while he was here as a student. 

Henry was steady and responsible, Thomas was flighty and irresponsible. 

I will look up Clyde Martz as you suggest. 

Yours ever 

Ji.? 
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fta:mbribge 38, ~a~~. 

28 August 1947 

Miss Olivia Pound, 
1632 L Street, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Dear Olivia: 

0 qui me gelidis sub vallibus Haemi sistat et ingenti ramorum protegat 

umbrajbut for the last two days.we have been here in the cold vale of Haemus 

after ten days in which his humid brow the cive anhelling wiped: 

We leave for China from New York on the afternoon of the 19th of 

September, going to Shanghai by air and by rail from Shanghai to Nanking. 

Our address will be care the Ministry of Justice• Nanking, China. 

I wish Dorkins and Getty and George Towne good luck in their injunction 

suit but I dO-)not bel }eve they can put it across o It seems to be the 

correct thing to put fifth rate statues all round important public buildings 

and beside I suppose it will be rather difficult for anything short of the 

legislature to stop messing up the capitol. 

I am sorry to hear about Phoebe Barkley. 

Tell Louise there is no need of worrying about what I dm doing in going 

to China. Ciuccia was over in England and France for two weeks in July and 

assures me that things in both countries are infinitely worse than they were 

at Nanking last summer. The truth is our American newspapers grossly mis 

represent the situation in China. We were as comfortable in Nanking last 

summer as we could have been anywhere in this country at the same time. 

Ciuccia rejoiced in not having to stand in line or produce coupons for 

sugar, coffee, meat or stockings. Such civil war as there is is confined 

to a remote ~rt of the country and Nanking is as peaceful and as safe as 



JLatu ~tbool of 1'i,arbarb Wnibcr~itp 

~ambrtbgc 38, ~a~~. 

O.P. ,2 

Boston. Indeed we have more homicide, robbery, and larceny here in a day 

than we read about in Nanking all last summer. 

I am sending you a little light summer reading from 111-Y pen that may 

interest you both. 

Yours ever 
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As to China, our newspapers and periodicals are very misleading. There 

is a good deal of anti-China Communist propaganda, end then in addition there 

is the tendency of American newapapar-: correspondents in. China to write things 

up in a lurid mannere We found things perfectly comfortable in Nanking and 

other places where I had to go and saw nothing of the disturbances of which 

the clippings from American newspapers which we received were full. 

Yours ever 
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