
GILB RT M. HI'ICHCOCK: THE NE'ilSPAPERMAN 
-,- - -- 
BJ 'I alter Ohr1s tens en, 

Ari address given at the annual meeting of the Nebraska 

State H1stor1eal Soo1ety in presenting a painting of Senato~ 

Hi tehcock to the Soc1 ety. 

It would be presumpt1ous of' me to attempt to give an e·sti• 

mate or deliver a eulogy on the 11fe and iorke of,Gilbert M. 

Hitchcock. Since oom1ng here this even1ng I ha,te seen a number 

of people · ho knew Senator II1 tohcock 1nt1matoly before I as born. 

They follo ed his car er as a 1oung orkman in Omaha,- as .a 

courageous young u blisher, and 1u3 Congressman and Senator of 

the United States. I feel that nothing I can say would add to 

the stnture of his statoamnnahip or to the esteem in hich he 1s 

held by his fellow Nebraskans. 

I represent h re tonight a group of peo le who worked 

closely 1th Mr, Hitchcock,: and who are still aotive 1n the 

ownership, management and operation of the newop per Which he 

founded !n Omaha. They wish to pay this tribute to him not be 

cause of the statesmanship tor whiob he 1s knomi ln other states, 

bu~ 'beoaus,e they c(ms1der him a loyal son of Nebraska, a die• 
. . •. 

t1ngu1shed ci t1zen of hi own co~ ty,, and a publisher of the 
.. 

first rank in Amerioao It as a.a a publishel' that 1e of the 

World ... He~ald staff came to love Sena.tor Hitchcock. He was a 

newspaperman• news.pap rm.an. The first 1ssue of the V orld, h1ch 

appeared upon the streets of Oma.ha some fifty-one 'Years ago this 

tall announced that 1 ts one »urpos e wna to print the news, all 

o.f the news,- in .a brief and c ompr-ehensave manner-, nnd to keep 
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- the spotlight con tantly upon the e ondne t; of nublic affairs. 

Those ot ue who surv1'V him kno bow well he oont1nued through 

his careet to follow those p"1nc1.ples. 

The appea.t-anc of the World ·wa si•eeted · 1th m!ngled f.eel..., 

1ngs by 1ta Journalietio oontampt>rar1ea.. The Omaha Bee describ .. 

ed 1t on• of those mushrooms which flo~1ah and die 1n Omaha 

each succeeding season. A few years later, ho ever, when the 

World was making it elf felt as a newspaper, the Bee edttor - 
reterz-ed to the ttelongat dears ot the editor of the World", to 

which tb.'-. H1 tchcock r plied, "Long ears we ha.v.e, %1J:9' dear,. the 

better to hear the news". More charitable was the reaction ot 

the Lincoln Journal., .,The /orld", 1t said, "I& a newsy non 
partisan ahoet wh!,oh will be kept clean and wholesome. While. 

those are good wot- s 1n general• 1t cannot oper.ate 1n that way 

1n Omaha," "All r1Bht,'' replied Ml'~ H1 tchoock• n · hen the lorld 

1'a.1la in Omaha it will move to Lincoln." Happily the mov was 

never nece aary. The forld Herald and Nebraska State Joux-n.al 

are st1ll separated.by some fifty-odd miles/ and, I might add, 

still exchanging mutual compliments, 

It 1s difficult to ix:iagine today the oommot1on. and 1n some 

quarters the coneternation wh1.ch greeted the first appeanance ot: 
the Evening lorld. You couldn't 1mag1ne that a newapap r given 

over entirel:r to n$ s and an independent poltoy would manage to 

survive the fir t dreadful year that its contempo~ary mentioned. 

You cantt imagine a newspapez- that wa'1ot d vot d to partisan 

ship and poli t1oa1 plunder, h1cb d1dn1. t propose to cover up the 
crimes and m1sdeeda ot its friends, bUt to o1te p~ogreps anci 
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glot-1ous deeds 1n their stead. You couldn't imagine that th1s little 

newspaper, without any po.rt1c-ular, standing. could nae to axiet 

tand1ng solidly on its own feat. It creat d, I believe. good 

deal ot onsation 1n that oommunity at that time. I have· heard 

Mr. lI1 tcheock peak of i e. good ?$n,- tlm s. 11 s,tated the ease 

h1nll3el.f 1n an early 1 esue-, 0The :~oJ:il!\ . tands fairly ahd ft•anltl:, 

upon a platform lon • It bel1ev ther 1 s oom tor a newsp~per 

of virtue. in th~ state. It has no all1e.nce or ny ldnd. *' That 

particular para :r pb. a read to me from yello ed o11pp1ng Mr. 

Hi tohcook took out of h1 ·saf ot more than a y ar b tor he died, 

and I wa 1ntere,e,ted enough to make a ,oop7 of 1t o.t that t1 o. 

It a. thing rh1ch he was very proud of, and r;bieh h cons1dor- 

ed $et th key for the publishing years th~t follo ed. 

, Httchcook nn~1 -ssoo1atea made the attempt to operate 

an 1ndet>ondont ne apap-er because they had &.uprem cont1denc$ 1n · · - · , 

the mer1t of the product :rh1ch they bud for sale• Tb.at pro1uet 

via honest nd b1 aed ne s. If he ere hene ·I am sure he ,ould 

be the fir t to cont' e the.the had n v r been able entirely to 

live up to h1 purpo e, and tha:t he had dUM.ng h1. care ,I• made a 

numb r ot r~ors. Ho was ae eady to confess, bis O'Wn m1stak$.,S' 

and h1 own _ rror aa. any great man that 1 t has ever been rq 

pr1 'tr1lage to~no • His po11c:t du~1ng nearl,- f1f ty years of ne e 
paper1ng er of the very higbe t, ·and almo t 1nvar1abl~ ..... I 

would ay 1;nva;i:-1t1bly6 except for th 1/oey wam den1al that I 

would r eetve fran the S nator if he ere here 1n porson .- for- 

the beat interests of his colmli1ll11t7., H mu.do the t pt,, e.nd as 

I look bout Nebra·1ca today and see·th vory large nUl!'lb&~ of tine 

ne e pJr that ar no bein ubl1shod in th1s o onw alth •• 
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not only'ln large citiee such aa th one in which e re nteetihg, 

but i,n a re t many amaller tomis •• and as l see that the edt~ 

tors o.r those nevtepnpers hs.v the eourag and decertoy to tight 

for whgtt they be11ov 1 the right th1:;.1g, and to fight w'i thout 

fea:z.- of the repri a.ls fro .. any worthy opposition; thon, I say~ 

l ~ ver"f{ thanltful fox- the 11fo in th! ·tate of ..,enator Hiteh-. , 

eock, The. t 1 why ton! t his forllier e oe1atea are plea.sad 

and delighted at th opporturiJ.t,- to pre:i!lent to- ·ch Nebraska 

State Historical Soci~ty a 01:t:rait, b1 a d1at1nguiahed NGbx-aska 

p inter. J. Laurie allac , . 0£ 01lbert M~ Hitchcock. 



Before the Nebraska State Historioal Society, 1925 

In the late afternoon of June 30th 1914 an old ranoher · 

who lived out in tbe Nebraska eandhills about 20 miles f:t'Om Alliance 

stopped at the cross roads. as be neared ltis old ran.ob and got from 

the rural free delivery box the mail that bad been depos1 ted there 
by the rrier during the day. Then be jogged on to his ranob~ 

put up bis team, did his ohoies • bad bis supper aut sat himself 

dowtt on bis po·roh · to read hi~ dail7 paper. H, 

O'fflling a broad extent of sandhill country over 

a "JC1noa ider" 

ioh bis cattle 

roamed, poor in cash assets and looking forward to a hard and Ullprom 

ising future. Upon this land was a large alkali pond worse than 

o·rthless with its white encrusted 'bord-er around its bitter waters. 

It me a blot on the_landsoape. 

e Will call the old man Xraus. Either tbat was bis na 

or quite near 1t~ L11re 1mn7 of his neighbors he was land poor - 

a cattle man and a pioneer. 

He opened his paper adjusted hie speotaoles and began to 

reiid. Looking first at the 

s ee lling he th 

telegram: 
" 

n:et reports- to see how live stock 

t·urned to. the news and hie e fell upon thi 

ARCHDUltE ASSASSntA.TED 

_A Serbian Assassin Kills the Heir to 

the Attstria.n Thron.e. 
" Vienna Austria, Ju:ne 28th. 

....!. 

Jews oame to Vienna today that the Arohdllke Franz 

dinand- heir .to, the Au.strian-!'hrone- had -bee'n ,iiioass:i..;;- 

natE3d while on visit to Sarajevo in tbe province of 

Bosnia. The assassin was a Serbian and used a deadl7 

bomb. It 1s thought be had aooomplioes in Serbia. He 

was seized and imprisot'led." 
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raus felt but slight interest in this particular item 

of news and hardly gave it a thought as b.e pi.Seed on to newe nearer 

home. Aud yet tbat event whiob meant so 11 ttle to him at the t1Yne 

was des.tined to e him very rioh, destroy empires, create nett 

nation~, oost the lives of millions of men, double the cost of living 
1n the United States and plunge our oountry into debt to the extent 

of 26 billion dollars. 

The p:rel!mina:rj,.es to this 'great obange oame thick .and fast. 

Austria at onoe set on foot an investigation and learned 

that the murder plot r,bad been hatohed in the Serbian oapi tal. 

On J'ttly 23d i'914 Austria having finisbed her emtnination 

de 1 i ve red to St rbia an u1 ti~ tum ~ ing ext tba. t Serbia 
suppress anti-Aus~r1a11 sentiment, pun1Sb tho~t3 guil•ty of oooperating 

with the assassin, apologize for the outrage, admit Austrian offioials 

to a share in the ·investigation of tbe oonspiraoy and to the punish~ 

ent of· the guilty~ . These and othei:- humiliating demands must be ~oted 

upon wt t'h in 5 days. 
-- ' 

July 24 - Russia &Sked Austria to exte-aa the time 111111t and 

Great Britain proposed a tour poweJ" interventto11- 
Jul7 25 - Austria sent to tbe Powers oopies of tbe &videnoe 

showt?g the nature of the plot. Serbia repli~d to tho ultiuattal e.ocept 

ing part of tbe tertDS onlJ a,.id at tbe · same time ordered a mobilization 

while the Austrian legati()tl left Se:rbie.~ Germany deolined to mediate 

bwtween Austr:ta and Serbia b-p\~proposed n,ediation between Russia.and -- 
Austria. Russia ordered mobilization. Great iri ta.in aslted Austria t 
extend the 5 day time limit and suspend bost111tiee. 

JUI.7 26 • R11SSia proposed di:r.eot negotiations wi t'h Austria. 

Franoe and Italy aooepted a four power oonferenoe in London. 

Jul.7 27 - The Kaiser suddenly returned from his Borwa7 orUie 

to Pottsda1n. Austria notifi&d Russia she Will :respect Serbian 1ndepen 

denoe and integrt 1:7. Russia agreed to four power oonferenoe. 
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July 28 -, Austria breaks off n t1ations with Russia, 

refused :four power med,..ation declared mr on Serbia and mobi11zed. 

Great Britai 

and Austria.. 

sted Germany for her plan of mediation bet~een Russia 

JttlJ 29 - Ge:rmany-attempt~d to seoure neutral1ty o~ Great 

Britain in oa.se of ~r between Russia and Austria. Great Britain 

replied that 1f F:ranoe is involved Great Britain will support her , 

lttl.7 30 - 4ustria on Germs~ advioe agreed to reopen n&go 

tiatione with Rusata on certain oonditions, Ge:rnany asked Russia to 

explain he-r mobil1za4t1o~J. Russia agreed to etQp if Austria 1Lrill respeot 

S~rbian sovere191ty. :Negotiations fail a.na RllSeia pushed mobilization. 
ranee reminded .Great l3rl tain of her naval ement .• reat Britain 

refused to reltla.tn neutral e.s asked by Gerlld,.UJ on condition tbat French 
terri tor,- be respeoted and proposed tta.t Gennany force media. tion• 

- JuJ.y 31 .. Austria offe.red t6 acoept four power me4iatiou 

without suspending temporary measur~s gain_et Serbia. er ref'USecl 

ta press Austr1a as long as Russi obilizE)S and sends ultimatum to 
Russia a.1,ld Franoe. GE;rtna117 also refused to answer about respecting 
neutrality of Belgium in ev.ent of v.-ar. ranoe agreed to respeot it. 

ngust let - Auetria pushed mobil11tatio_u but continued 

negotiation with Russ:!a.41 Germany orders general l!'lobilization and 

deo'.IAretl r on Rusaia. ranoe ordored general mobilization. Great 

B:ri ta:in rei'Used Germany's request. to seoure French neutrality and to 

reuain neutral herself on oondit:1011 that Germany respect Belgian neu• 

trs.li,i-3• lgium deolared she 'Will defend her neutrality Ital 

declared f'or neutr$lity. 

·uga.at 2nd .. G:reat Britain promised naval aid to France in 

the event of attack• German~ de 

German troops. 

ed of BelgiUJn free pass~ge of 
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ugu.st 3d. - Germany deolared war on Franoe and sent. second 

u1 ttmatwn to :Belgium.. Great Bri.tain deolared war 011 Germany. 

Then followed eighteen other declarations of war and th 

great struggle was on. 

Pres1d ent Wilson promptly issued roalamation of neutral1 t: 

for the United States admoni'3bing all oi tizens to remain neutral in 

thought and deed •. Then begfltl Woodrow Wilson's long struggle to maintain 

our rt gbts as neutrals &.'l'ld to $.-Void our bei11g drawn into the nr. ~ie 
hietorio struggle was to end in a ,deolaration of war in April 1917 ,"' 
a deolat>ation which it fell to 1D1 lot to oonduot through the Se?lRte 

of the United States. 
~ 

Be£ore attempting to give dg aooount of our entrance 'into the 

war let me for a momeut return to old man ICTaus out in the sandhille 

of Nebraska w1 th his oattle and hie alkali late. 

It es not-long befor$ he disooYered that the little 1te 

of news meant a bi'g .ob,ange in- hie i1:f'e as it did t, 

Ge y bad great deposits of potash and the United States 

ms dependent upon th for use in mat 111g fertilizers for 011r eastern 

farms and Southern plantations. Engla11d having oomnand of the sea - 
cut off this supply during tbe war and potash beoame quioklY a euaro 

rtiole in tbe United States and its prioe was multiplied several times. 

Meanwhiles time before thi 

y others. 

d grad U9. ted a 10,mg 

n whose knowledge of chemistry and~ngenu1ty were sueb !bat he oon 

oe1ved the idea of utilizing the useless waters of ()ur alkali ponds to 

produce potash -- by evaporation I believe~ Re la1d the tter before 

some BebraSka business men of !Doderate means and induced them to ereot 

a plant on or near Krattae •s land and use the bitter water from hie e..lkali 
- -- 
na. I do not know whJ' they-did not bUl' the property. Perhaps the7 

l.aolted tbe oapital o:r 0011fide11.oe. Instead of that the,- agreed to 

Wrau a royaltJ on all potash the7 made and sold and tbat royalty grew 
. -- 

rapidly into a great fortune -- g:rea.t at least for a llebrast:a ranohuan. 
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he company 1rade enormou.s profits also and its stookholdere beo&m 

rioh. That was one of the romances of the war - the romanoe of 

Al1rali' - all end,ed ofcours& bi' th!_ ad!en t 9.f peave and the return 
of oheap Gertre.11 potash to our mark~ts. 

I hs:te told tbie story of a tash to show how fsr 

reaching was that bloody tragedy in the old town of Sarajevo in 

. June 1914 and how extraordinary and picturesque some ot its effects 
ere tbollSands of mil&a awa.7 1n Nebraska even before-, entered the 

war. 

Fr01n tbe date of lresident Wilson' neutt~lit7 proclamation 

about August 1st 1914 till he oaUJ& before Congres~ April 2.19lo/ and 

asked for a declaration of war1we passed through every stage of 1m8 

certaintJ., Hope for :peaoe altertBted -nth the proepeot of wa:r-. President 
ilson .tbrongh his eeoretarJ" of State •e in an almost constant diplo• 

tio oontrover1:17 so ti tnes with Great Britain but more often and mor 
seriously With Gerta3.n7, protes:ing against t invasioii of our rights 

as neutrals upon the high seas. All tbl:'ougb the 12 months following the 
SL . 

sinking of the Lu1stania in Jia.J 111,5, tbe sinkinge b7 sub-.rines inorease4 

American •r eentir.ient also rapidlJ inoreaeed and Wilac:,n•s notes. to 
Gernan1 beoam tronge r and mor remptory. In GermS1J.7 there were two 

oontending partiee. One led bJ Admiral Von !irpitz wanted unrestriote 

submar11le warfare to star-ve Great Bri t$1ll• the other embraoing tbe bus 

iness element and the better statesmen and 1ncludill8 also L1Jdendorf and 

Von Hindenberg wanted to plaoate· the United Statee $13.d avoid drawing us 

into the war. f~ns1on between_G and our oountr7 grew month by 

month ttnttl at last in April 19.16 relief' came \lb the Germ~ gov~rn- 

1nt apparently Yielded to its Wiser advisers and gave to the United 

States a pledge to ins tru.c,t 1 ts submarine comma.me rs to confol'ID to inter ... 

national law and recognize neutral rights on tbe sea as asserted b7 

President Wilson. Tb.er were not· to sink vessel.a Without warning. TbeJ 

were t~ dem11d that tbe Yeesel stop. submit to iuSI>eotiott and in the 

vent that decision to Sink it was reached the;y were to give those 

------ - - - 
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on board an opportunity to escape, This old rule o'f tb.e eea was embar 

rassing to submarine -mi-k and some times dangerous, bu.t Ger:nany agreed 

to i~ an4· modified her unrestricted wa:r fare. or a time there was 

relief e,JJ.d . a 11 tbro ugh t oaU1Paign · of 1916 Wilson was given oredit 

for "keeping us: out of •r." Jow a:nd then a sinking ~oOUl"red in whioh 

she. Geraany was oba.rged withV1-0lattng ber pledge. but on the whol ·- . 

see~ed anxious to ee1> it. 
/ 

ilson •a notes to Germany durin 
• 

thie period 

-- between Jay 1916 and the winter of the same ~ear -- wero moderate am 

patient thougb firtil and insistent. He 

of Ameri oe. and Ge 

his oaq>a1gn • 

paign in Deoember 1916 

that th& people of th 

of tb e world and 

s well as to 

that Gernany intended to live ,tp to her pleclge althougb 'he had serious 

doubts about 1 t himself. Be embarrassed. als<, during these montbs by 

r re~1eot1on. Re was being supported as tbe -- 
ept us out of war b,1t 'he himsEtlf did not take tt..at attitUde in hie cam. 

paign ut*eranoes. Indeed he avoid~d foreign affairs generally and dwelt 

on domestic isBll.eS of an economic, natur,i;,,. 

mad 

transmitted to tbe Allies a Ge 

rel.7 suggeste 

in :fact talking to the people 

o German Government. He assUJlled 

n who bad 

fter tbe close of the oa 

strong ef"fort to bring a.bout peaoe. He 

offer to negotiate peace .• 

he suggested to both sides that they publioly state the1 - 
rld might know. th t1idee appeare(l s,u,prieed 

am tbe Germans d isp leaeed. The Allies. bo.1Vever·, after e. few da;ye hesi- 
tation replied in a fairly high minded statement ealouJ.ated to appeal to 

the public. opinio-n of the \rorld,_inolmtng America. 

week later 

r aims, so 

tew days later 

e:rman1 also replied but avoided submitting her oaee to the public opinion 

her opportun:1. tJ and the Allie a got 

conference of beligere11ts. She loet 

taot1o~l advantage, Apparently real- 

izing her S'.t~ke_ Ge nY two weeks later 1'1.8de a statemsnt in which ebe 

sought to olarify her "War ail!lS and too daye late:r Jan 13,1917 Germsn7 

ent a supplemental reply s·etting· forth tbe te:rme on mioh she thought a 

eace might be e. In it 7 even suggested 1nternat1onal oooperat1cn 

to preeer-ve the peace of tbe world 1n tbe future. President w11s011 a 

few days latGr took the stage. He delivered to Congress a message on the 
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su'bjeot of peace .. in wb.ioh he laid down the general prinoipl.e 

wbioh ·muet be adopted as a peaoe basis. It fatntl7 outlined the 

idea of a League of l'fations. That was January 22, 191'1. The prospeot .. 
began to look promising. Wilson md reason to bope that he 1Digbt 

beoome flle peace ,_.e:r of the world~ Then smdenly both aides almost 

s1multaneous17 acted in aueh a way aa to destroy peace prospects. On 

Janmry 31st, Great Britain announoed the tigbtentng of the bloolcad 

of Gernan1 by e:xtendiug the area of mines and f"our days later Gernan7 

withdrew her pledge to the United States am announoed unrestricted 

submarine •l'fare on the 't'essels of au the world. Her p-qrpoee was to 

' starve Great 1Sr1t4111 as Great Britain was strangling Germa'Qy. 

It now appeared that sino& giV11Sg tbe pledge to I the United. 

Statee in May 1916 Gerna117 bad been bttay in oonstructinS subnarineeand 
--- -~- 

s now far 'bett.er prepared to make tbe subnarine 

disastrous. 

Four days later.February 3d 191~, the United Stat 

r effective and 

severed 

diplomatic relations nth Germany but Wilson's add:reae advising Congrfise 

of his action was temJ)e:rate and he1d forth th~ hope that peace 'llligh .. r. 

still be preeen-ed if no overt act violated Amerioan rights. 

Three weets later ,howevel', 011 B'ebruary 26. l917tbe president - 
again came berore Oongress and aetttld tba.t be be given •uthorit7 to arm 

Amertoan. l!ierohant ships for their own proteotion. This had been fotmcl _.., 

neoessar1 not so much because American ships bad been sunlt atnoe unre• 

strioltd einlcings were restQDed but beoause AlDeri.oan ships feared to 

veuture out and re oongest 1n various harbors. 

Congress was to expire by l11nitation Jlaroh(
1
4th at noon but under 

oloture the HoU$e of Representatives paesed the bill authc:?'r1z1ng ar1ned 

neutrality :Maroh 1st with only 13 dissenting votes and sent it to th1 

Senate. Tbere it encountered th3 fa1110us La Follette :filibuster. I bad 

obarge of the bill and on Karch second tbe debate beoal!le. continuous most - 
of the speating being done by the few senato~s opposed to the bill led 



--a-- 
by La Follette. All night of Saturda7 March the drear7 session 

cont;iiued. __ B7 m1dn1ght ·the o:rol\'ded galleries began to empt7 themeelTeD. 

By 3 oolook A. K. ,onl7 a dozen epeota.tors renained. On the Senate 

floor there were not over a doze1;1 senators exoept when n.ow and then 

a question of no quorum was raise4 when sleep:, senators would come 
r 

from olo&lt rooms am nearby offices to answer the ro 11 call. Tben thi_ 
speeoh mat 1D8 of those opposed to the bill -would be resumed. Senator 

La Follettema.rsballe opposition foroee so a$ alwats to have so 

one re&l 7 to take tbe floor and s prevent a vote. Ae 1n otber oases 

he 11.'aS reserving himself for the last hour or two of aebate so that 

he could oloee the filibustei- in a blaze of glory men the ga-vel fell 
at noon. To defeat this purpose on tbe adv1oe of :triends of both sides 

of the obamber I prepared to get the floor at 10 Oolook sunae.7 moming. 

As I was in charge of the bill the presiding officer readil7 agreed t 

reoogn:lze me provid1 ng I was on 1n1 feet aa pro'mptly as La Follette or 

an7 of his followers. To mai.:e sure that our plane did not 'llliaoarr 

I. arranged with Senatoroweu to get the floor if possible about 9 ·o'olootc 

and stop prompt11' at ten. Re did so. I ttnew. whe_ _,uld olose and 

La Joll$tte euSJ)eoted it, we were both on th~ alert and on. our feet 

. dema.lldi-ng recognition. Vioe President Karsb.all bad gone to ohurob ana · 
the abair s occupied by Senator S&UlsburJ',President Pro Tem. Hi 

reoognizc,tame. A lo11d protestr.ent up from Senator ~ Follette bttt in 
'-- 

't's.in and I started on a tl'.'O hour speech --- th~""'lottgest I ever made. I _,. 

bad fortified myself 

• ,ppe a:-anoes in tb 

were returni~g tQ their de 

abo bou.r and a light brea:tfas·t. 

re llOir rapid 11 ol:Bnging.se~tor 

• the galleries were filling up. members 

of tbe ·House of Repreeenta,tives am oab1net officers were crowdin 

in to the C.hambe:r d tbe scene was one of 11 fe and interest which no 
am then bordered on exoi tement. The reporters gallerJ like the others 

s soon packed snd even the d1plomt1o galler1 wh1oh is l,1ttle ocoupied 

was soon filled with tnelllbers of the foreilittl e ssies aud loge.tions. 1 
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I never expe·ot again to address so distinguished an u audience. and. , 

oerta.1nly never a.gain to so long a speeeh. 

Semtor I.a Follette tohed ,he olook and watched me. 

Five. o:r six times during the two hours he interrupted me to as 
question. It was eubstsntiall7 the same eaoh time. He wanted to 

now whether he was to be shut out from addTeSsing the Senate •. I 

always J'ielded to hia for a question and always replied to the effeot 

that I woUld neld the floor to him at enoe if we could have unani- 

moue consent agreement to olose the dtsouasion and vote at ten minutes 

before noon, the hour of adjc:n1rnment, Th.is be never would grant, so 

I held the floor till tbe gavel fell at 12 o'clock and the Sena'te. was 

declared jc,urned sine die. Tbus armed ~eutrali t:y was beaten and 

Oe :y got tbe e~roneaous impression that America s not behind the 
~resident in his dernena tor aotion. 

I tbougbt then and I etill think it might have been 

poestble if Congress had backed the President promptly that German - 
would be.Te- hast tated and perhaps reconsidered her :plan to make war on 

Amerioan commeroe. The resolution was ohieflr a vote of oonfidence 

tn the President. In asking :for it he ~d ,as.ta he bad the authoritJ 
~ 

to arm our merchant eb.ips d thout anttud.17 from Congress and be pro- 

oeeded to do so at onoe. ,ut the moral effeot on Gerina.117 was lost 

aM the uurestr1cted submarine -warfare developed rap~d~ so that th 

I?:resident oalled an extra seseton of Oong)!ess in Ap:r11. 

!'here 'WaS one effect of tbe La Follette filibuster whioh 

osme quiolt'.11' -- even ~efore tbe extra st,ss-ion of Congress in April. It 

was an amendment of the Senate rules establishing a miid form of olotttre 

ou a two tbirde vote after every senator has bad an opportuni tJ. to 

pealt one hour. This rule was adopted :four da7e after Congress journ- 

ed at a1'l e:xtraorditJary session of the Set8te, oalled to pe.ss on nominations, 
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President Wileon aa1De beibre the extra session of Congr~se 

in th& eveuiug the day it organized ~nd astced it to deolare that 

a state of war existed With Genna11;1 •.. It \\'8.e not his f1 rst appeara.na,o 
in person before th'e 3o1nt sessiotl of th$,_bouse and settate but it was 

tbe most solelll'O end impresaiv~. a tb& senators were annout!oed and 

filed into the House of Representatives, tbe SpeQker aud member-a I.,,:~ .... 
stood tp receive tbetn and tbe Senators toot seats assigned to the.min _.,. 

tbe front rows, while tbe Vice l.Tesident took his pl.ace by the Speaker 

o:t th,e Bouse. · Qabine t <>ffioera 

and minister 

·ere a.lread.7 there. 

from foreign countries. 

So were 

st of all the Obie :f Ju.a ti o& 

:bassa.dors 
·l 

and the eight a.saoo:tate Justices of I tlie Sn.prelne Court fil.e4 in e.nd ' .... 
eo<fttpicd speoial ohs.ire a-t the "'Ter1 front. The galleries were P$01tea. 
to, t;Suf:fOQation. ftlen a committee of ,senators and rep,:-esentatives was 

i 

na·m,a to. meet tbe President alld esoort bim 111. We found him in the ... 
speaker's roo:m. :S:e looted, worn and almost haggard for he bad slept 
but .. lfttJ.e for several tiigh'tti. When the committee ;re.turned to the ..... 
oliamber with too President tbe door keeper annolltlOed: "The President 
()f the lhlit ed states" and a& the eat gathering ~oss to its ·feet a. 
storm of applause and cb~ers swept the obllilber. Ria a~drees was a 

,,,,. i 

model StJd, bas bec<,me historic. ';,It was all tbe more effeot1ve beoause 

. it o~• ttom one 1-1ho had with endlese pe.ttenoe and great ab:.J.lit7 tried 

,. to 'b.-~o-1d war. 
Let - quote the ·1ast pa-ragrapha crf that melBOrable address: 

",It. is ·a distressing a•d oppressive d'O.ty, gfi11tlemeu of tbe 

oongrese. which I have performed· in th'US ao.dressi?lg you. There 

1 a-re, it ms.7 be,, many m.ontbe ot fie:r1 trial and saori:fioe ahead 
of us, It is a fearful thittg to lead this great; peaceful peopl 

into war, into the most terrible atJd disastrous ·of all wars, 

oiv11izati~n its~l1 seeming to be in th la.no~• 
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"But the_ right 18 more precious than peaoe • and we shall fight 

for the things which we ha w, always carried nearest our hee.rts--for 

demoaraof, tor the right of thoee v!lo submt t to author! ty to bave a 
'°oioe in their own Governments :for the rights an.d 11-ertiea of emall 

uat1oue, for a universa1 dominion of right b7 suoh a ooncert ~f free 

peoples ae shall ~ring peaoe and safety to all nations and mate the 

world 1 tael~ a.t last free. 

"-1'~ suah a tast we can dedioate our lives and our fortunes ,everv• 

th111Jthat we are and everythi that we , -~1th the pride of those 

ho know • that the da7 has oorne when America is privileged to sp• 
her blood and her might for the prinoiples tbat gs.Te ber b.irth and hap- · 

pinees and the pea.oe whioh sbe 'hat3 treasured. 

"God helping ber, d>.e ~n do no other. 'ff 

,.,._en the President had :f't:n1Shed tbe gre~t audience -- over 

500 senators and representatives, leading. burst ,into a storm of appiau.ee 

and :rtca had virtually enter.ed the Great 
the Senate nna Rouee 111 a forml 

Lod~e 

r. It onl,- remained :fo r 

to oons1der tbe resolutt.011 declar- 

1ng tt~t a state of wa:r existed. The resolution was int:roduoed in eaob 

house t'tlat evetr1ng a:fter the joint seasiott adjourned and referred to 

the oommi ttees. · Bext morning the Hous~ Oommf ttee on Foreign Affa1x-s and 

tbe senate Comtnittee ~11 Foreign Rele.tions met lo con r the resolution. 

Th$t meeting o'f the Semte Oomm1ttee en Foreign Relations 

ma not ver1 1<>118 but it was quite tense. It wa.s held behind close 
doo:rs am the ou.too11e was awa1 ted with ~eat interest. Senator Ston 

of Missouri •s cbairma:n and be was thought to be opposed to war. Senator 
s the ~anting republ1oan' and I the ranting democrat. :tter 

had oar~tully re&1 tbe rtS()lutlon a few textual amendmn ts were_ adopted 

and the roll was oaJ.led on a mot1-on to i-eport it to the Senate. The 

chairman voted "Bo" but deolared the motion oarrted. lie then advised the 
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committee that he mast oppoee the resolution in the Senate and turned 

the oonduct of it over to as the ranting nia:,orit7 member if I oa,.-ed 

to accept it. Thus I was put in obarge Qf th r resolution in the 

Senate just as I b$d been in -charge of the Armed leut~ality reaolutto~. 

On tbe e daJ, April 5d. 1917~ t'he resolution was re_po:tted 

to tbe Senate and I astred unanimous ooneent for 1te immediate oonsider 

atio'tl but Senator La Follette called for tbe regula~ order a:nd um.er 

tbe rule,,,"i t: went over fb r one day• Be,xt da7 it was ta1t:en up earl:, in 
----- the morning debated oo1!ti:nuonal:, till nearly midnight and ieased. 1'her 

ere o?:tli six dissenting votes 1no1Ul1ng La Follette, Stone and Borrig. 

Bext day the·-Rouse took up tbe resolution and passed it about daylight 

of April 6th with 50 dissenting votes. Thus we went to \'l'tlr. 
·r---·-- 

.... '~ 
the struggle the United States did stupendous thiu gs. 

~) 
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It raised and equipped four million men and officers and sent two 

million to Europe. It borrowed·twenty-six thousand million dollars at 

about 4½ per cent interest. It raised in taxes about twenty thousand 

million dollars. It loaned to other nations nine thousand million 

dollars. It built hundreds of ships. It took charge of the railroads 

of the United States and operated them. It took control of food, coal 

and other necessaries of life and of war and apportioned them and limited 

their use. 

After we entered the war, it lasted only 19 months. Nine months of 

that time had elapsed before we were able to land troops in any great 

number in France. 

I was privileged to have some contact with war operations and some 

inside knowledge of war progress because of the fact that I was a member 

of the corrnnittee on Military Affairs. Tb.is committee, under the leader 

ship of its Chairman, Senator Chamberlain, was a very strong body. It 

had such aggressive members as Senator Weeks, now Secre.tary of War, 

Senator Wadsworth, now chainnan of the committee, Senator McKellar, and 

others. We soon became aware that A.n:e rica1 s military organization was 

weak. The War Department was officered largely by swivel chair veterans 

accustomed only to the red tape circumlocution ways of peace. We had the 

power to call them before the committee, from the youngest lieutenant up 

to the Secretary of War himself, and we proceeded to do so. A great 

rattling of dry bones ensued. The hearings were for the most part public 

and some shocked the country by revelations of mismanagement. We discovered 

unsanitary camps, soldiers without adequate clothing, medical attendance 

or hospital facilities. We found contractors behind with contracts, delays 

in placing contracts or ma.king plans and above all the confusion and lack 

of system in the War Department, which had grown to three or four times its 

former size, but which was still snarled up in red tape. 

The result of these revelations and the stirring work of the corrnnittee 

was a great reform in the War Department. Secretary Baker himself was 

forced to realize the need of drastic action. A new chief of Staff- 

General March, was installed. A new assistant Secretary of Business .Ability 
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Mr. Crowell, was chosen. Another Assistant Secretary, Mr.~. a 

man of manufacturing experience and a fine executive, was named and 

put in charge of the production of ordnance and other war supplies, 

and our committee was invited to meet at 9:30 o'clock every Saturday 

morning at the War Department and receive the fullest and latest in 

formation of the progress of preparations and operations. Instead of 

being compelled to corkscrew information out of hesitating bureau 

chiefs, who often did not know the facts, everything we asked for 

and much that was volunteered was laid before our committee in the 

shape of maps, tabulated statements, diagrams, graphs, and other 

devices of skilled statisticians. As our soldiers began to arrive in 

France in force at the beginning of 1918, their operations, as well 

as those of the other nations, were shown week by week on great maps. 

These extraordinary meetings of our committee with the Secretary 

of War, the Chief of Staff and their officers at the War D:ipartment 

brought us into close contact with inside workings and enabled us to 

witness the wonderful way in which war operations could be speeded up. 

Red tape was discarded, circumlocution was cut short, business methods 

were substituted. We felt that the military affairs committee of the 

Senate had done its bit and had demonstrated how the legislative branch 

of government could be of value to the executive branch. Our weekly 

meetings at the War Department were in addition to our regular weekly 
·~~ 

meetings at the Capitol and ~d about one year. 

While our Military forces did not become a factor in Europe for 

nearly a year after we entered the war in April, 1917, our financial 

resources became an enormous factor instantly. 

The financial resources of France, Italy and Russia were at a 

very low ebb and even Great Britain with all her wealth had reached 

a point of serious financial strain. It has been said that her account• 

with her American bankers was overdrawn $200,000,000 when we entered 

the war. Those bankers held as security American stocks and bonds which 
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were owned in England and deposited by the British government, but to 

put them on sale on the New York Stock Exchange would probably have 

brought on a panic. So it happened that within 24 hours after Congress 

authorized the President to advance funds to the nations fighting 

Germany, the United States made a payment of $200,000,000 to J.P. Morgan 

& Company, for the account of Great Britain. Thus began that remarkable 

process by which we financed the war to its end. 

Thus far I have spoken of war and preparations for war although 

Secretary Sheldon suggested in his invitation to me that I discuss 

the making of peace. I shall necessarily, however, be brief in carrying 

out his suggestions. I have dwelt too long on the war. 

Unfortunately the unity which had characterized our country during 

war disappeared when it came to ma.king peace. Partizan antagonisms which 

had been suppressed became active. I shall not seek to place the responsi 

bility for this misfortune. It generally comes after war. Each side shares 

the responsibility. President Wilson made a great mistake in the Congressional 

Campaign of 1918 in asking the voters to uphold his hands by electing a 

democratic congress. This aroused opposition, resentment, and contributed 

to a republican victory. He aggravated matters when he went to Paris to 

negotiate peace without consulting Senators as to the members of his com 

mission or as to the character of the treaty he proposed to make. Indeed, 

he not only ignored the body to which 

virtually defied his political 

of the Senate and were soon to reorganize its committees. Thus he left 

behind him in the Senate the worst possible psychology. His political 

oppo ne t s , 

interests 

to thwart 

the republican leaders, allowed their personal dislike and partizan 
<-.r..r-- .. I~ . u-.~" to displace --patriotism and public f'- They entered into a conspiracy· 

Wilson. They did everything to embarrass and weaken him abroad in 

his great struggle there and also to prepare for his downfall in_America when 

he should return with the treaty. They picked out one feature of the treaty 

for special onslaught--Wilson1s part of the treaty--the covenant of the 

League of Nations. 

Thus were the foundations laid for the great struggle over the League 

of Nations in the United States along party lines. 
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Tl.hen Wilson first went. to ~ope the democrats still held cont-rol 

-of the Senate and I was Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

That was true also when he :x-eturned in Februm-y, but- after !!arch 4th all 

was to chaDged~ !he republican -0pposi tion elected in the preceding 

November was to take control_ of the Senate and Ol"ganize- the Camn1 ttees,. 

L()d&e was to displace me as Chairman aJ?d the .Oamni ttee on Foreign 

Relations was to pas s into 'l"epublican .co.ntro.L In adding republican 

members to the eomnittee care s taken to select only such republicans 

as were opposed to the League. ~ result 1'S.s a e ittee packed ~inst 

the League and this ccrnmittee resorted to every possible delay. 

During Wilson• s short stay in the United States before he returmd 

to Paris he adopted a somewhat more conciliatory attitude towards the 

opposition. He accepted a rmmher- of amendments t-0 the Covenant proposed 

chiefly by republicans friendly to the League and undertook to secure their 

adoption. I also noticed a ·decided cba:cge in b..1$ attitude towards me due 

to the :fa.ct that I had become active in support of the ~ague. He had 

tried to prevent my selection a year earlier as Chairman of the C-ommi ttee 

on Foreign Belations because he considered me too inde;pendent and not 

respon$ive al~s to his leadership. It was· therefore an agreeable sur.,.t'ise 

to him apparently when I became so s-trong a sup-porter of the League and such 

an active advocate of it in the Senate and elsewhere. ln friendly letters 

and personal inter-views he sough_t in ,y ways to show his a:g,reciation 

and approval. Instead of being persona non grata. a.t the White Bou.se as I 
.. 

had been during the Federal Reserve Bank C-ontroversy from this tine on I 

f oand uiysel.f in high favor. 

When the President re-turned to Paris after his. short visit and the 

spee_ial session of Congress 1Jhi-cl1 be bad called assembled with it~ 

republlcan majority in both houses the fight on the League of ?~tions 

br-oke out afresh although the treaty was not yet in existence and was not. 

laid before the Senate 'llntil - Jlay or June when he finally returmd to the 

United States. 



At that tim president lfilson invited the Senate Committee on 

Foreign Belations to eone to th1 i te Roa:se for a con:fere nee • Be met 

us in one of the parlors about ten o• eloek in the morning. Be ma.de a 

short statement abou.t the work had done in getti1:1g the Covenant accepted 

and then suggested that he would be glad to a11swer airy questions that 

might be asked. 

Friends and supporters of the League asked but f'ew questions, while 

the opponents .s.md a grea.t many. Lodge, 'Brande.gee and Harding-all 
\ 

n'Olf dead-were quite active. s-o was Senator Fall, later disgraced by- 

oil exposures. Of course all were respectful. 

ment in getting started. 

laon was rather nervou.,, • 

but in his replies was keen and careful. The diseus-si-0n closed about 

noon, with a general impress-ion that the President had maintained the 

Co1tenant very effeetiTely., 

At th.is time Urs. Wilson entered the parlor and the Sena.tors were 

duly presented to her. ~n President Wilso.n invited us to lunch and we 

proceeded to the dining room two and two. I recall a little e:mbarrass- 

s. Wilson took Senator Lodge•s ann and the 

President took mine. Re m-0tioned to her to lead the wa:y, she laughingly 

shook her head, and then hesitat.it,_gly Wilson led me out with Mrs. Vlilson 
\1,.,-.. 

and Lodge following, with tbe other Senators £alling~eh1nd. 

That was- the last time that Lodge was entertaimd: at the ite Reuse 
-- 

in Wilson1 s term and it would be .hard to s-ay who was ·the most embarrassed 

by his being there--Lodge himself' or the President. Indeed., -the feeling ~ 

becama so strong that Lodge could not discuss Wilson without a sneer am 
ff> 

even three ~a.rs later was not permitted- to go,..the Wilson funeral, although 

named by the Se.nat·e t-o do so. 



Senator Jiartin the Democratic Ieader- in the Senate having died I bad 

become acting democratic leader by virtue of the fa~t that I was vice 

Chairman of the Democratic Conference. During the weeks o£ stru,;gle in the 

Foreign Relations Committee dur Lnz the Summer o-f 1919 therefore I also had 

much active work on the floor of the Senate. 

Finally ai'ter holding the treaty in eomm.ittee for an outrageous length 

of time it was reported to the Senate with Amendments and Reservations. 

'!'he fight came first on proposed amendments. One by one we defeated 

all of them. Then the much more serious fight on Res~rvations began; Thir 

teen had been recommended by the committee. They were called the Lodge 

reservations because he'.:'~s Chairman of the Committee .. 

About this time President ~ilson became impatient aver the outlook 

and decided to go over the country on a great speech 'm'lking tour to arouse 

public sentiment and compel Senators to vote ~or ratificatio_n. I tried 

to dissuade him and urged him to stay in Washington and s ez.d for one s'en~tor 
I 

at a time with a view by persuae Lon , presidential influence and compr-omf.se 

if necessary, to reach an adjustment and ratification. He hesitated a £ew 

days , sent for one senator, found the effort distasto.ful and abandoned it. 

He could not st.bop to conquer. His imagination was fired by the suggestion 

that he could go out and arouse such a popular storm as would force Senators 

to ratify. 'J;he plan &ppealed to his fighting spirit notv,ithstanding that his 

' health had already become impaired by the Paris struggle. So he 

on an inposs.ible task and came back a wreck. 

nt £orth 

.en ,'iilson started on the ill fated trip in Au;ust· .1919 the struggle 
,· 

in the Senate as I recall it was still over amondraerrta , The last one was 

defeated after he returned to ":~ash:i,ngton.. On one or tw'o the vote had been 

very close. The Senate then took up reservations whi.ch it was proposed 

" 

to incorporate in the resolution consentin; to ratif'ication. · 

1'he popular impression was that the President was as opposed to 

reservations as to amendments. This is not the fact. To amend the 

treaty might mean to kill it because it required the assent of the other 

countries, includin0 rmany. Reservations on the other hand if liir.itimate 

interp:rcto.tions and if not nullifying in character could be permitted and 

did not require the action of other countries. 
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President Wilson, however, felt that if hepegan to assent to reserva 

tions his enemies would make use of his yielding to demand more and more 

because they wanted not only to defeat the League but to discredit and 

overthrow him. He therefore concealed from the public his willingness 

to accept reservations and got the reputation of being more stubborn and 

unyielding than he was. To me however before he started on his unfortunate 

trip he entrusted a list of reservations that he could accept. He had 

personally run them off on the typewriter in order that no one could know 

of their existence. He charged me not to reveal their authorship to any 

one but authorized. me to use them as my own. Later on after he was 

stricken and lay for weeks helpless in bed he remembered them. At his 

dictation Mrs. Wilson wrote me asking for the· reservations and promising 

to copy them and send me the copy. This was done so that the copy I 

now hold is in her handwriting. 

One by one the Lodge Reservations were ad.opted after protracted 

debate. It required only a majority vote to adopt a reservation and the 

republicans had the majority. Finally when the Lodge Reservations had 

all been adopted and the resolution had been perfected I offered as a 
q.... 

substitute,{_esolution with a series of reservations interpretative in 

character. They included the list which the President had entrused to e~ 
me and a few others that I had discussed with him. My reservations re- 

ceived 41 votes as I recall it and were therefore rejected. The resolution 

of ratification containg the Lodge reservations then came to a vote. On 

this vote a two thirds majority is required and it failed to receive that 

number so the senate refused to ratify the treaty. As I recall it 

now 93 Senators voted. Sixty two votes were necessary to carry ratifi 

cations but only 58 voted for it. Four votes switchoo. from 11No11 to 11Yes11 

would have changed the result. I had a hard struggle to keep a majority 

of the democrats in the 11No11 column al though I had a letter from Wilson 

urging them not to vote 11Yes11• As I recall it 23 Democrats voted ttNo11 

and so did about 12 republican irreconcilables. The reservations were 

too strong for us and not strong enough for them. About 22 democrats . 
voted 11Yes1/ with about 36 republicans -- just four less than the necessary 

two thirds • 

I have often wondered since then whether I made a mistake in the 



final vote. Had I voted •ye s11 it i e q'Ui te 1>robable that several 

would have j1:>t 
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hold out the Olive branch.11 

/I :.~: ~~ i..-{✓ 

11Let Lodge hold out the Olive branch", he ~uded, and that ended 

it for that day for he was too sick a man to argue with in the presence 

of his anxious doctor and his more anxious wife.11 

Fate was against ratification. The race prejudice of the Germans 

and the Irish, the political prejudice of partizan opponents and the 
{}#,, 

hatred of personal enemies, ei,l, adverse majority in the Senate, a broken 

and sick president in the White House who would not yield and who could 

not couquer ended the possibility of ratification and the United States 

refused to enter the League of Nations. Whether the decision is final 

or temporary the future alone can revealo 



The Political Rivalry of Gilbert JI. Hitchoook 
.and • Jennings Bryan 

Tbe political rivalry of ~enator Gilbert K. Hitohcook 

and vim. Jenn1ngs Bryan form an important and interesting 

chapter in the political history of Nebr ska from Populism 

to the e• lie&].. re than this. the mixture of politioal 

friendship and friction between Kr. Bryan and Senator Hitch 

cock forms a neglected chapter 1n the public life of th 

Peerless Leader. 

In D ooratic party circles in Nebra ka thi relationship 

first produced an alliance that lasted without open ruptur 

trom 1890 through 1908. With Bryan dominating th party 

organization and »r. Hitchcock owner of the state•s most 

widely read Democratic newspaper, their political friendship 

was utua.lly beneficial. But even in this period of alliance, 

Jealousy and a selfishness of bition had alr dy formed 

the background against which an open clash took place in 1910. 

Nebraska demovraoy then divided into a Bryan faction and a 

Hitohcook f etion and there followed a rivalry which per 

sist d long fter these t o leaders bad passed from the soene 
l 

of battle. 

After the death of • Jennings Bryan in 1925, Chas. w. 
Bryan became the heir to the Bryan tradition as well as the 

l Brief accounts will be found in Morton, J. Sterling, 
atk1ns, Albert and .lliller, Geo. L., Illustrated Hytory 

Of ~ebraskt 3 vols. Lincoln, 1907-13. Sheldon, Ad on r.. Nebras • ~ Land .ea the People. 3 vols. Ohio , 
1931. . 
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Bryan appet1t tor Pllbl1o of.f1oe. 'fb-e eclipse of Cha • 

w. Bryan in the aenatorial race of 1934, the -death of Mr-. 

Hitchcock's powerful ally Arthur Mullen 1n 1938, and the 

ascendency of the Bew Deal mai-ked t.be end of the Hi tohcock 

Bryan feud and closed a colorful chapter of Nebraska hts- 
3 

tory. 

It wa the surge of the Populist movement in the 18801 s 

that brought both Mr. Hitchcock and Mr. Bryan their firet 
4 . . 

prominence ae political leaders. ln 1889. when the Popu- 

lists w r strong enough to consider state-wide pol1t1cal 

aot1on, Mr. Hitoboook combined the old, Democr tie Herald 
" 5 . 

•1th hi Omaha Evening World. Bryan had been in Lincoln 

caroely a year but "be took to politics as swiftly and as 
6 

naturally as a duok takes to water.• 

While Bryan 1mmed1at.ely became •the darling of the Demo 

er t • and a ch pion of fusion, Mr. Hitchoook was a "con 

verted• Republican who supported Cleveland in 1888 but. d14 -- ~------------ ------~-- -----,..----___,_ __ 
2 In 1936., for the f1ret time in nearly twenty yea.rs. Oba.a •. 

w •. Bryan• s n. e was not on a Nebraska ballot. In 1938 
he ran far belin4 a. an lnd-ependent candidate for governor. 
Be .has large . UQt of w • .J. 13%'yen' e eorr poadenoe. 

5 llen• peu,onal aooount 0£ this "Qel"iod a.ppea-rs 1n hl 
Western Democrat. Hew York, 1940. Re d1ed July, 14, 1938. 

4 Hicks, John D., The Populist Revolt~ .liinneapo11 , 1931. 
p. 89-103, - · . . ,. · 

5 The.c Dib1ne.d paper a.pp $ed t1r t July 15, 1889. 

6 eun,nt Bryan b1ogtaph1ea touch only 1n part on h1s 
Nebraska career. emer, K. R., B!]'.an. New York, 1929• 
Hibben., Pax-ton, The Peerles Leader. wew York, 19291 
Long,. J. o., B~z:iir'l'Ke Great Commoner. Hew York, 1929. 
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D ocri t unt11 1893.. 

B for 1890, lb. Hitohoook indicated no par•1culair pips.thy 

•1th the p1:0 r of the Far :r• s Alliance. But he had be- 

co e ,d t1n1 tely int •~ t d 1n • Jenru.n Bry _ and his 

rh tor1c fligb~• 1n ad oao1 of 't if f r 1 ion. And· in 

1890,- ilr. H1tohoook' s newspaper the orld-Berald, fer e:ntly 
support d Bryan 1n b · first z e for Oo.ng~•• a he Ieadel" 

ous d -15ogs ag n t the :tort1f1.c t1·0 l;,eh1nd 

•h1ch t. e f o:r d 01 ese are ntrenebed. • , It took it. 

full shar of er d1 for Bry 1 oto17 and within wee-k 

aft r l tion d y began pl· din fo~ fu ion of D moc~ t1c 

and &111 oe fore • Tb f ct that Kr. Hitchcock• he v1ly 

in d b can no-t overlook d 1n appb.1- 1 hi · willlngn s 
8 

o dd ourrenoy r for o h1 ad cacy of ta.riff revision. 

ln 1894 th tre 1.-er oo ta took full oo 

com 1n i1o a d oan go wh r loan do the 

d of 

th rty wi.tb B yan s their ~ophet and the orld-Berald 9 , 
th ir f tr'lent Journal1 tlo org • ln April of t a.t 

ye r~ Bryan wrote Kr. Hitchcock that he planned to retire 

from Oong a,. He saidt- •It l foot-looa l o . help e 

t good • • • 

7 

8 Kr. Bitch ock ndo~a d the tr e and. un111 ed co1 e of 
11 i ~ssi, 

on the organization of t e eb%a lt Free Ootn e League 
se World-lier . , J n ry aa-84, 189 • 

' - , 
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10 
and l 1 t stand a good chanoe tor enator.• To further 

tb e plan• Bryan ugge ted that b take o•er the edlto:ship 

of th w ekly edition of th £1~.ti~i: lQ which had its CiT- 

u1 lion ch1 fly among f8l!'rners • .11:r. Hitchcock objected to 

thi p~opoaal but urged Bryan to become e4itor of the da1ly 

o·rld-lierald •a a booa for the pape:r, a large advertising 
11 . 

and pol1t1eal :-evolution.• · Financial u:rang ents were 

agi- ed upon a.nd
12 
th the 1esue ot September·t,. 1894 Bryan 

became editor. A tually be•spent littte time 1n Omaha 

bu.t was . an I flab ntee ed1 tor• sending ln by mat. l bl long-band 
draft of b1 View on free ilver, th tariff d theology. 

Bry .• oonnecttq •1th ihe or wa. 1,mmed1 t ely 
retl cted in tncre ed ououlatlon f1guT s d cab receipt. 

Vn the ot er band,. bl Y1 • were given wider adv :rt1 ing 

than. v r and t 1 not •1thout Ju t1f1c t1on that .. 1i1toh- 

cock later ened tb t ••1 bout th1 the Bry er would 

h y b en ra11ure.• Bi p per now proudly proclaimed 1t 

elf "the to~ oat eh p1o of ,be re torat1on of s11 er in 

thew t and the restoration of s1l•er the gi-eat 1 ue 

to Bi ebcoek1 Apr. 14. 1894. The Hitchcock corr - 
.., 1 in the po a sion of s. G1lbe:t -. Hitoh• 
bington, D,. O., 

11 Bitobcoqk to Bry , 30• 1894 (Co 1)- Kl'. Hltcboock 
• e badl. in nte4 of o . and ugge · d th -i Bry 1n- 
et "ooo. The latter promiaed 5,000 _ st of whJ.oh 

wa . to be :-.1 - •d ng · ·ebta k D mo era.ts. Only 9 ,_soo 
w ever paid •. Hibben.; p. 165. %epe t th • 1lver 

: Fuad• ZDJth. All the money •as .raised f;n Nebr ka. 

10 

12. rld-Heraldt Augu t 28, 1894. Bryan was to receive too for each new subscriber and 10% of the net ca b 
gain in weekly subeor1ptions. 
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13 
for 1896. • 

Th c, pai.gn of 1896 rk d the z th of the 1 ver c~ 

ade and tbe en4 of .11~., Brya;n• 

In t e ub q\1.ent c pai. of 1.900 and 1808, Jlr_, H1tohcook' 

n wspape:- continued to upport Bryan but oleatvag b d de- 

veloped t ;t. 1n 1910 op ed long pet1od of faetton d1- 

v1Sion, 

Bry b1ogiaph1e.s to date h Ye no done full Ju 10 . to 

hi lon eeaa a 1on . 1 ll ebr a politic ,. His i-ole 

n,_:tton.al figu:r ha .• be giY. d •phast ut he pe,:sonally 

on ld r · is poUt1eal tol"tun 1 h.1 ho t. t 
v ry 1 portant itetl'. lie 1t01'ked z~alou ly to keep con, :rol 

of b e ~ a DemOO%a 10 p , J d to k p bi a.dop d 
0 a t oughly orthodox and ~igb.teo oo.rding to the b st 

B~ andard • lna.eed. Sn 1908 St. n de vto or, 1n 

ebr ska a pal' ount pe~ oaal objeotl ve. Chafl.ng un et- bi 

f'ailure to 

ngorou 
~Tl the st t in 1900,, be _ d one of his most 

is 
peaklng tour 1n N br ta. 

The growth of Sn 'a power and 1nf1u ee in eb%aak •a 

co panted by the de'hlopment of apeoie of pollt1c l 

d a eu pl 1ou jealousy to• d axtJ po 1ble 

13 · t -.tie~ 1(.\ ApJril 211 189&. Actually •r. ~ltc cock• 
newapape_~ oat a considerable amount of local and for- 
et. auertl 1 after Bryan b o-am cl1tot'. 

'-. 

14 ngu 8, 1896 Mr.- Bltchoock annouil ed,, "This 1 an 
app1:op,rj.a.te t.iine to announce that .llr. Bryan's wo%'k as 
ditor has been t1n1ahed.• 

15 ltfUllen, _ estern De!5?C;rp.t, pp. 129-31. 
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rival for h1 plao 1n the sup of popula,: ocsl - • By 1896 

1t w l1kew1 .e'll.d t that a tor. R1tchcock· bad definit& 

polJ.tic bl:t+on and bi. n wsp per wa obvtouel · pow rtul 
·atd J.n ll to mak bld -,or publlo. off1c • liereJ.n 
lie 1be b 1 of ih first_ W.,.t.cboook•Br1an ola · ~ l899, •. 

i-he o1fic oeoaa1oa • the obo1 ~e of a .coe or to 
16 

s a.tor JI.. L .• Ba.pard (Rep,) who died in December,. 1899. 

Senatoi Ha)'llard bad .not ffl&~bed is t b fore hungry D - 

crat d Popullet-s l . iege t·o the -oftio o~ GoYel"llor Poyn 

ter (Pop.) wbo unhappy duty it s to n e euco 

The two t pJ'omlnent · di t w ~e • v. Allei&,. Populist, 

and Mr. Rite ock, Popu.J.4s, .l•-ad r loQked 1tltb a,.·•~•1a 

~ prospe t of p~ eat ub .rgence 1 the 00,Tatio p 
tr while the l tt r tbough.t th fopulis:t 

11
ould be oonte~t 

With po e eion of tbe · . ve~z• office,. · 

.• Bryan • tbe: de.c1cUn f o.tox. l;ie- • for a 

;re. t ~u he ever got so f u :w y- from ebr ska t· t he 
fail 4 to con ider 

. 4 :tor t 
Bi-y 

following e 

t •a b t for bi lf • for he party 

en. .Ir., Hitchcock b ame oonvtn · d that 

endorse All e b tel gr phed. Bry the 

age; - 
If 1011 1 _ist on eac1'f.fi tng. 

part company fo~ev r. 18 

Dec be~ • 1899. 

we 

18 A copy of th elegr- i in ohcock J4 s. 



., 
In a lon. lettozp,ustifying bts en&, • nt of Ulen.,, Br 

ak 1 leu that }le bad uppe at 1.n ne hl• o tor.. 
1n t e ee ing Seeond B tl., of 1900 and t-be d 

of o. :t rtn to eb:t k& ,Opul · ·- • Bu I he p;romt edt 

If" •Sn 1 1900 1 shall talc pleasur 1 
proving ry appr c>1e.~ion of your s- rY10-es to tb r . d o~ fl:'1end b p for e. • • 19 

Jtr. Bit.choook' _xpre ton of cliaappo1ntm.ellt upp11ed 

oatoh- b~a , •tb sting of lllg%alitud ,• wblo boliz d 

n 1· •tth B y in l ye ·- He ldt. 
de ply 
ting ot 

•noo• B1x ~. h 

mo ed to ni tet 
l h Te 't 1.~:uiute I exp,: s 

1tbout be ng far too rude, 
1nn r feeli sot~,~ e · 
At such 4-- base ingratitude. 

· t r time and t1me again, 
en t . l)Ji taxs Winkl d lik . tl 

Bas Httohoook 1 eed bi trenobant pen 
To· ntte ill pi- 1 0~ Bl7 " - · • 

19 

ao 
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bat,. 

Kr. q 
forever. • The G:reat Oommone~ namt, ll'as . agio in N :bra ka 

d Kr. Hitohooot• b1t1,on to go to the Uni tJ St te 

aenat e •a till . unre 11 z d. So, 1n 1900 and 1908, tb 

supPOrt of .Bryan•e ancU.d&cy if. the. o· ld-tierald was' a 

enthuaia t1o and zealou a ever. 
Bu beg11l'D.1ng 111 1910 ihe Hi tobcock•B:ry-an feud re ched 

tbe tag of ~ op n bi-eak. By th t ·time• Bryan• t r wa 
ed ,,bf tlU: e dete t d r. liitcboook 1'e1t that 

h1s was ju t rising., The i 1on Bry Is 

ad.option ot pl'Obibit1on a a new ~ ount is ue, He had 
32 

n ver previou ly fa,iored prohibition. r e 811 r; 1 

p n 1 _ and 1n part he tru t were dead issue but a fight 

again.et the liquor tntti offe.recl tremendoue Po sib111tie 

for pol1t1o1 eeking a new ounding bo d. r. Ht tohcock 

had alwa a oppo d prob1b1tion an now h d old d to oballenge 

he Pe~ l L d ~. 

Aft r ·»r. H1tohcock anncuac d hi. andid ay for th 8 ate, 

Bryan a en d th t he would OPPo all andidat who did not 

j~1n bi_ in bi det e ina.tio o c mmi. the DE1Door tic p rt1 
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to coun option. 

of t · b:r we,r • and 
ff d o • Uitc cock a ff ~ool 

r-a 
24 

The contro e~ yr cbed 1 s li in the tate n ntion, as 
1'fhe Tbe Bryan I "· J •• , and 
•arotber arley, • broth r-in-law To Alle ~ were on 

and to d1r ct the B:i-r foro while 1n tbe Bitchoook c p 

wer-e Gov rno:r Shallenb rg , Al"t ur 1 

• 
Here · or th first t1m 1 bis politic c f er. B:t'y 

heud him elf s 

tate d par y 

iat d and a ail d by men of bl o · 

bad fo · rly his de'IOted follow, l' • 

He fought b ck 00'\1% OU ly but bi pl 8 ,r 11 on d s. 

n1 o ty option r ao~utS.on wa o r h. lrntngly bea n., ._ rom 

th on, • Httchoook beo.am •not a thltm but a feste%1ng 71 . 
arrow und ~ the ~ of Lincoln• s ·atest ltiz.e • • 

ensued 
ln t.he pr1 ry wh1oh M'N1fH Biy- support hie follower 

23 Jl_ .,..o...;;::;:.:.:.n. ... e,.r, feb'l'Uary 18 d Ma1"Ch 1, 1910 • 

.;,;;;.j,iaii,i~• July 10. ·1910. ll\lll • ~~~ Demo.ora.t, ........ ~ r, · aye ppoaed prohi "untrt 
~ out.1 

a 

25 Lon 
as 

37 

btlef coo t. 

26 
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inst • R1t<1h-co<tk but b . latt r 
•a no n ted by a •a to on j rtt • A • k 1 te-r. th 

l' uno d that r. ryen 11 do ll in ~1 pow f 

to eeure ch o-c * le ion o h aat • though 

qua.11. • t 

To 

faction 1 aft r the scbS. of 1910 u1d m tt neo 
to r count the history of ne ly ery pr1 ary c · p 

broug 1934.. Of OUJ.' , 1 the g n r .1 el o lon of t · at 

period, h :rt val e t side th 1 poll 1 l harpoons a.nd 

1th r spoke only or bulttno or · n 1ned a dl or et ail nee. 
it en 'fto H1 tobooo and lit. Bry · bo h in 

durtng h fir t tlson 
o r br k f'ede;r . p t-onage. 
1n th· cab1n t., • B tohcootc• re '>m n tion fo't pPOint- 

39 
ents ~e qu.t.t ~a1""1lly bloo or held up. 

From 1910 to 1920 thf Ht.ta coe fore • r, 1n the a.in, .... 
n control. Bu i t I t ter y r the ee of pawe;r 

tum ~finitely w d th B%y and Che •• Bryan 

ec stull 

d1d for go r o , J- e A. 

bin·• on 

1n1 tr t1on, th f udi cl bed 

long a Bry r tned 

· n.t n d 1.t unt.11 tbe a endency o A b 

39 S tor Hitobco~k• oomplainta on th1 score are much 
in evidence tn meJDGl' d4 and oor:tespondence with Secre- 

. tary MoAdoo, Attome1 General Gregory and Pre ent 
Wilson in Bitohoock MSS. 
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Jlull. 1 t e• D · 1otoJ:y of 1932. 

only on e 1n thl..s p 1od d wo t c ton 

3 

e a. 
p o1a1 ffo~ to jo1n fotc 

wa 1922 wben n or B1 tob ook ed o 

hi r l oti◊n tot 

e eleo d go 
eai y -r of b 

1933 :l 

ooc 

cl 
••• 

rly lo e 

...,;...;.:;:....::;:;..:.;::;::l:;:;:d r. v1 v d 1 t 
• f~ie b p •a 

of th 
Bry 

a.rd for 
f"to hi 11 ly be 

-, 

Kr. B to .o k 

tur n Florida to 
l 

~-~&GvO~ Bitcbeock. 

tired fro the en t taough Cha • 

Bry • 

Af 

the 

of 

on t n thr gov rno-r,. 

r Bry :ppo nt ., HitCb 

n 1 33 to fill v oy c ua.ed by t-he d 

How 11 (Rep.)• . h .,;;,.;.;.:;;,;:.,._,;;;;.:;:;;;;.;;;.. d 

ull finally t heir %e g.. e or Hite coo •a 

dea b, 

30 

they d be 

o de. Th P 

1 

ryopat. Ti 

e erta1n 

• t d o 

l known s· "the 

s tor Hitch• 

b ot er and .i • d 

r1 d 1 the d1 tori 1 a 

L der bJi l · took ti 

•· 

o to. 

h 

tbu:r 

l d teJ:lJlined •to d 1 Bryan completely out of 

• J, B!J' 

31 Th o · ully t d no111 ti • 
the tate eon t on of Augu • 1832., 
u.p t 1.6, 1922. 



. "' .. 

12 

lt.tio • en th Go ernor sought no na ion to 
32 

the &enate n 1934. 48 a • • Bey tered 
th O t C bing defe :t O· b long poll.ti O . - er. 

But th lip • of Cha • • Bry • th e :t of ~ tor 

1tohoook, b of tb 

ot 

t 

111 th P e id :ti Roo •· l len" 
at, l brought. o 

br k 

olo ful 

b 

nd th H1tChQoCk-B%y th 

e~ hip and n 

f. 

in 

tt> 

rn p ty poll t c • 

ry of f ctio 

But in e'i)i- ek - i a .a.ei!lm,~sb p er 

t t l t1 i b. ew. 

y s of 

p sin 

thre 

But 

discontent. Ot ~ 1 ue- e tb tbe 

and. j lousy wove th ir 

p~p :r pla for a larger 

pba 1 on t1 mun . ....-r..n•~ ffll'l!'.fl!P. r pol - 

oi • d oe.2t in.lJ• th,, h1 tory ot e tate o a 
complet~ly told without do _ full j~ ti o to the long r 

la ion hip betwe tor H1't ooo d · he Gr at Oo. cner. 

33 

\ 
R. F. Patterson 
Peofes~or of History 
Tarkio College, 
Tarkio, Missouri NEB SKA STATE 

H TO,,i AL SOGlETY 
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