
I 

16 May 1945 

Senator Kenneth Wherry 
U.S. Senator 
Washington D. C. 

-l Dear i:)enator:- 
Thanks a lot for the nice letter you sent to 

my daughter-in-law ~rs. Eleanor Foster, Hammond, ~nd 
telling her that her husband and my son was seen by you and 
was looking well. We nad heard that he was liber~ted thru 

~ a correspondent of the ~hicago Daily News. It is wonderful news 
l for we did not lmow he parachuted down safely ,into the Brenner 
~ .P We jus,t knew he 'was missing' since .tiebr 16. 

re mightyi glad to know you actually saw him and that he 
ell and will probably be home soon. No word has yet 

been received from him but we are looking daily for some 
cable or letter. 

Sincerely 



5D-35 
White a Wyckoff 
Holyoke, M,m. --- 
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EUROPEAN TRIP 

July 20, 191+5 

Mr. dlltrua 
In: ormat ton 

f '/ 

De r r. bourne: 

c. 
Branch 

lthoun;h J an n li tt.l l t in 

ac:cnowlad'1in•r r-oco ·,t. of the pi ctur t aken in 

connec t i on itl too vi• it to ~ !'!"'.~ ny by 1 cmbP.ro 

o.£ Congr ..is, I do ·rAnt you to J nc.r th,'lt I 

p,P'r·-ci t d · ,ttiw; t.1em, and ,. nt to t.; •. 1.1'!1 you 

for s~nding thom to nto. 

'"'iucer ly youre 

'S :£ 



' .. , 

OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION 
WASHINGTON 

Postal Zone #25 

June 18, 1945 

The Honorable 
Kenneth s. Wherry 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator Wherry: 

Enclosed herewith are prints of pictures 

taken by the Army Signal ~orps in connection with 

the visit of members of Congress to the prison 

camps in Germany. 

Several members of the group requested 

copies of prints, and I thought you might like 

to have a set. 

Sincerely yours, 

N ... e.~--- - e. ~...,.~ .. 
William C. 
Chief, Information Liaison 
Overseas Branch 



TRIP 

y 18, 1945 

Mr. Charles .;)• R ed 
Attorn y at Law 
940 rt National Bank Bldg. 
Omaha 2, Nebra ka 

r Chaa., 

I c nainly appr ciat your letters and while 
I do not intend to dr w conclusion , I goin to give th 
peopl or Nebraska the iotur a I aw it. 

I want you to know that I appreciate more than 
words can expr ss your hel in thi tt r. 

ill be eeing you soon. 

Sinoer ly yours 

KENNETH S. ERRY 

I tVVC-2 
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ASSOCIATES 

CHARLES S. REED 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

940 FIRST NATIONAL BANK BLOG, 

OMAHA 2,NEBRASKA 
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RUSSE LL C. ANDERSON 

EPHRAIM L,MARKS * 



CHARLES S. REED 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

940 FIRST NATIONAL- BANK BLDG, 

ASSOCIATES OMAHA 2,NEBRASKA 



CHARLES S. REED 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

940 Fl RST NATIONAL BANK BLOG 

ASSOCIAT£.S . 
n u s s z t.c c,aocasoa ~ . OMAHA 2,NEBRASKA , HJ l7 - . 
E PH RAI M L. MARK s * ---4-J- ~ ~ ~ ,__, ~ w _H . ~ ~ 



Cl. AS S OF SERVICE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable 
gram unless its de 
ferred character is in 
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre 
ceding the address. A. N, WILLIAMS 

PRESIDENT 

SYMBOLS 

DL=Day Leu~r 

NL-Night Letter 

LC-Deferred Cable 

NLT-Cablc Night Lett.. 

Shlp Radtognm 

The filinz time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is ST AND ARD TIME at noint of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME ai point of destination 

WA53 18 3 EXTRA=GRANDISLAND NEBR 14 1O23A 

~ SENATOR KENNETH WHERRY= 
1('\ 1;::- . / l 
;,L+J I,' I l"-l· 1,1 12 19 

THANKS SO MUCH FOR YOUR TELEGRAM~ NO PRESENT COULD BE MORE 
APPREC(ATED ON MOTHERS DAY=1 

MR AND MRS WM F STEWART MRS BETTY STEWART; 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE BUOOESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVIOE 



. ' 
\ Speaking Tour 

16, 1945 

!i erond Ch • ...,. 1c• 
l-09 1st St.re •t ~ 
st-ings, Nebra. a 
r ev. rend ru.ce1 

Your letter or M y 14th has been r ceive 
althou h ould l1k to bav an opportunity to end 
time with you i in tings, I shall be on sp ing 
tour ~.1 ean t t I must be on y •Y immediately upon 
co . J.etir. -· eecb. 

nything you 10uld car to write •• I shall be 
lad to go over as aoon a I um to sbtngton. 

Vi ry truly youre 

NETH s •. ERR! 
i 
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\ OVERSEAS TRIP 

y 16~ 1945. 

Vr. Chae. Ff. Slama 
I,n.yer 
hoo, 

r Judge, 

Certainly did ~preciate your l tt rand to 

all bout ,our trip. 

l you know by thi t I · · planning to 

N br ska and I rushing to g t l the rk ught up 

befor 1 aving. 

Yy S cretary, Mts 

will r turn the day after I l 

I hop I y ba 

,, 

aying hello while I out there. 

It 1 al• good to h r trom ·you and till 

batter to•• JOU• 

11.nd et p raon l regard. 

Sincer iy yours 

1n 

r, now in eb aka, 

bere. 

ortu.n1ty of at l at, 

KENN TH s. lfflRt 



. 
TELEPHONES: 

FICE: 96 

RESIDENCE: 277 

CHAS. H. SLAMA 
LAWYER 

WAHOO STATE BANK BUILDING 

WAHOO, NEBRASKA 

May 10, 1945. 

Hon. Kenneth Wherry 
Washington, D. C. 
Senate Office Building 

My dear Senator: 

Greetings! Last Christmas wife and I were in Los Angeles 
and had Christmas dinner with friends that formerly lived in Wahoo. 
Roast turkey was served and it was the tenderest and most delicious 
turkey we ever had. I asked the host what brand of turkey that was 
and he said it was an ordinary turkey, bought at the market, but 
that its delicious f-lavor was the result of a new method of roasting, 
which is done by placing the bird breast down in a V-shaped roasting 
rack, put into a cold oven, the heat turned to 250 degrees and left 
there without opening the oven door for 7 hours. The host went into 
the kitchen and brought the rack of solid chromium plated wire in 
two parts, and when put together it made a V with ends forming a 
smaller V beneath which performed the duty of a supporting base. 
This is put into a pan, placed in the oven and forgotten. It was 
quite amazing. 

Next morning wife and I went down town to buy one of those 
racks. We went from department store to department store and from 
hardware store to hardware store but could not get a rack. The sales 
men all knew just what we wanted, but said that they had gone like hot 
cakes the Thanksgiving before and they just were not on the market. 

On the following day we had dinner with Darryl Zanuck at the 
20th Century Fox. Darryl, you may know, was born in Wahoo in 1902. 
At that time I was County Judge and my family was quarantined for seven 
weeks with scarlet fever, during which time I boarded at the La Grande 
Hotel here, which was owned and operated by Darryl's father and Darryl 
was born while I was a guest at their hotel. The Zanucks and we were 
personal friends and I always visit at the 20th Century Fox whenever I 
am in Los Angeles. Last October Darryl visited Wahoo and we gave him 
a rousing reception, and I enclose to you a scene during that reception. 
After the noon dinner we were taken over the studio grounds and saw the 
filming of two pictures, one of which was portraying the life of Eddie 
Rickenbacker. The Pacific Ocean was on the lot about 150 feet wide 
and 250 feet long. At the East end was a huge canvas portraying the 
horizon, blue sky and clouds, and it indeed was a revelation to see 
the mechanical equipment that produced huge waves over which Ricken 
backer's rubber raft tossed and twirled. Fred McMurray played the part 
of Rickenbacker, and a tame trained sea gull flew over the raft and was 
captured. 

After our visit at the studio we were driven westward on Pico 
Boulevard to Santa Monica. On the way there I saw a hardware store. 
Instantly the belief came to me that out there in the suburbs we could 
get the roasting rack. Quickly I went ·to the store. The proprietor 

/ 



Hon. Kenneth Wherry #2 5/10/45 

and his wife were arranging goods on the tables. In answer to his 
inquiry what he c on lr co for me I said I wanted a V-shaped roasting 
rack. He answered, "Yes, I know all about that roasting rack and I 
would pay good money if I could buy a thousand, but I cannot buy one. 
I will add that the lady that designed the roasting rack lives here 
in West Los Angeles, just a few. blocks from where we live and this 
store is the first place those racks were displayed. I promoted the 
sale of those racks, they went like hot cakes, but she canrt get any 
more from the manufacturer on account of the lack of chromium. I 
would be glad to sell you one if I_had it, but none can be obtained." 
To this I replied that just coming.from a nice dinner at the 20th 
Century Fox studio I felt generous, and stated further that used 
articles do not have the price of new articles, but being in a gener 
ous mood I would buy a used article and pay full new price for it, so 
I told the gentleman to jump in the car and we wouldcld:rtve to his home 
and I would buy his used rack. He turned to his wife and asked if she 
wanted to sell her rack. She came to where we were standing and said 
no, she does want that rack. I then stated that we were leaving for 
home in a week and I surely wanted to bring one of the racks to my home. 

They then asked me where we lived and I said in Nebraska. 
They were pleased and replied they had also lived in Nebraska, having 
come from Pawnee City two years before and asked where we came from, 
and I said we lived in Wahoo and I am glad to meet people from Pawnee 
City, Senator Kenneth Wherry Is home town. They exclaimed "Do you know 
Senator Wherry?" I replied that we were personally acquainted with 
you and that I had been very active for you in your campaigns. They 
gave me their card which was Hankins Hardware, Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Hankins. Mrs. Hankins then said, "Come, I will go with you in the car 
and we will go home and we will get the rack". We drove to their house 
and she brought out that wonderful rack. I paid her for Lt, However, 
in the conversation in the store reference was made to the meat situa 
tion in Nebraska and California being short, particularly of pork. I 
promised to send them a pork roast. Upon my return home I purchased a 
5-pound piece of fine pork roast, had it quickly and solidly frozen, 
drove to Omaha and had it properly wrapped, placed in a box with suffi 
cient dry ice and sent the roast to them, which they received in fine 
condition, and wrote a glowing letter of thanks for the most delicious 
pork roast they ever had. And this rack I obtained on the strength of 
being acquainted with Senator Kenneth Wherry? Thank you. 

I was pleased to read that you were one of the Congressional 
delegation to see and report the beastly atrocities committed by the 
Germans. How your sense of righteous human feelings must have revolt 
ed at the beastly murders committed by the Germans. The German people, 
by their own deeds, are indited before the world as the vilest, cruel 
est criminals and mass murderers. I believe the German people, not 
merely the war lords, the Generals or the Prussian Junkers, but by and 
large the German people are most beastly, foully more treacherous and 
more ratty than the rat Japs. The Japs were not civilized any ·when 
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Commodore Perry opened the Island to civilization, so that Japan has 
had only about 120 or so years out of real savage existence, while 
the.Germans were boasting of their "Kultur" for on to 2,000 years. 
For five years the German people applauded and heilPa Hitler with 
enthusiastic delight attacking and ruining neighbor nations and 
stealing all their valuable movable property. You didn't hear any 
German criticizing those murderous acts. You didn't hear.of any 
shocking outburst from any German when Hitler, Himler and Goering 
ordered the complete extermination of Lidice with all the inhabitants, 
and you have seen untold evidences of German cruelty and butchery. 

The Germans, the German People, are to blame and there must 
be no soft peace. The dam brutes wouldn't appreciate mercy for they 
would cont±rue a kind act as deference to the super race. It was the 
soft peace that brought on World War II. Germany must be cut up into 
pieces and turned over to the neighboring nations from which they in 
times past stol~ those areas. Glory be to Russia. They will take· 
care of a goodly part of the German Huns and vandals. When I think of 
the beastly conduct of the German nation my blood boils, so I think I 
had better stop before I get real abusive. 

Going through the Congressional Record daily I keep in touch 
with your activities and am highiy pleased and compliment you. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

CHS/nb 
Incl. 

Sincerel~ 



fl 

~ OVERSEAS TRIP 

... · ~ a')lic .il.;llnLi,ms Officer . 
Headquarber s 
7 .• i ,,t n :; tional Airport Army Air Baae 
503D AA s~ Unit 
Air Tr sport, Corrund 
·•1a.shL gton, 13., c. 
Dear Capt in ··. rthi 

lill y u plea~convey to Colonel Frank H. Collin 

my deep appreci.a.tion for his thought.f'ulness in aendin the 

photograph takon upon our departure £or the ov ~seas tour. 

Ii' at any time I c n be of ervice to him or to 

you, do not hesitat to call upon me. 

Sincerely your 

KENNETH s. ERR? 

. ' " . 



-, 

HEAD~UARTERS 
WASHINGTON NATIONAL AIRPORT ARMY'AIR BASE 

503D AAF BASE UMIT 
AIR TRANSPORT COMMAND 

Office of the Public Relations Officer 

Washington, D. c. 
11 May 1945. 

Honorable Kenneth s. Wherry 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. B. 

Dear Sir: 

The enclosed photograph, which _was taken upon your 
departure for the European Theater of Operations on Sunday, 
22 April 1945, is forwarded with the best wishes and com 
pliments of the Base Commander, Colonel Frank H. Collins. 

If you desire any additional copies of this picture, 
do not hesitate to inform us as we shall be only too pleased 

.to make them up for you. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Officer 
Encl 





J. H. CLARK, PRESIDENT 

E. L. PARKER, CASHIER 

DORCHES'l'ER,NEBRASKA 

May 14, 1945. 

Senator Kenneth s. Wherry, 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Senator Wherry: 

I want to thank you for the thoughtfulness of your 

telegram of May 12th. to Mrs. Ila Mae C1ark about having seen 

my brother, C~ptain Wayne C. Clark, at Moosburg, Germany, soon 

after his liberation. 

' We had had no word from him since March 1st. at which 

time he and others had been marched 340 miles from Oflag 64, 

Poland, into Germany, but they had not been relocated at that 

time. 

We appreciate your message a great deal. 

Yours sincerely, 



CONTINENTAL OIL COMPANY 
W. F. HIRD 

DIVISION MAKAOICR 

LINCOLN DIVISION 

Lincoln, Nebraska 
May 14, 1945 

Honorable Kenneth s. Wherry 
United States Sena~e 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Senator Wherry: 

Your letter telling us that you had met our son 
Emerson Jr. at Moosberg, Germany provided a real thrill for 
Mrs. Jones and Myself. The last letter received from him 
was dated December 9th, 1944 when he was still at Stalag 
Luft 3. Since then we had had no word concerning him. 

You probably did not know when you met him that 
he was one of the two boys that you and I quite proudly 
discussed when we met on the Rocket as you returned from 
Washington soon after your election. Your boy was the 
other. I hope that he does not have to go through similar 
experiences or worse. 

We are.looking forward to your visit to Lincoln 
May 23rd, when I hope to have a minute or two with you. 

Judging from the comments about your good record 
in the Senate I am sure that you will receive a rousing 
reception here. 

Mrs. Jones and I are most grateful to you, 



==---r- Wherry - Invitation to speak 
CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF. 

CHECK SERVICE 01!'.SIRED OTHERWISE: 
MESSAGe. WtLL. ■E SENT AT FULL. RATIE 

OOM£STIC FORl?IGH 
FULL RATE FUU. RATE 
DAV LETTER COE RATE 

NIGHT LETTER URGENT 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

RESERVATION NIGHT LETTER 

TOUR-RATE SHIP RAOIO 

,, 
'•' 

CHARO£ 
ACCOUHT 
NUM■l!II 

CASH- I T0U9 
CHECK 

TfMEFILEO (STANDARD TIMQ 

Form 2-0 
Send the following me.,.,oge, mf,fect to the Company', role~, regulation, and rate» ,et forth In Its tariff., and on file with regulatory authorities 

\ 

'v.u l.5; 1945 

•• SIBL,. P TICIPAT L B 



BY THE SENDER OF THIS 
MES SAGE. PLEASE GIVE 
'IT TO THE MESS ENGER 
0 R TELE PHO M E IT TO 

WESTERN:~1 
UNION - 

A N. W"L<AMS . M 
PRESIDENT 

~- CC336 ~C PD:::EVANSTON l~~ 14 434P 
- • 'l- '' .... ' I,. 

_HON KEN.NETH WHERRY SEN:: 
SENATE OfFlCE BCDG WASHDC= 

1945 MAY 14 PM 7 05 

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY INVITES Y-OU TO PARTICIPATE AS OUR 
' ' . 

GUEST ON THE REVIEWING STAND DISCUSSION PROGRAM fROM WGN 
OVER MUTUAL NET WORKS JUNE 3 1030 AM CWT SUBJECT SHALL WE 
REDUCE OUR TAR('FF BARRIERS. YOUR SENATE LEADERSHlP tN THE 
FIGHT AGAINST REDUCTION MERITS A c9AST TO COAST HEARJNG FOR 
YOUR POI 'T OF VIEW SUGGESTIONS ON OTHER POSSIBLE PARTICIPANTS 
WOULD BE WElCOMED WI RE REPLY COLLECT= 

DONELY F FEDDERSEN 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS J'ROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

SYMBOLS 

DL =Day Letter 



\. EUROPEAN TRIIP 
CHARGE TO THE A~UNT OF _,,,,, • .,t,M,:• 

CHECK Sc'JtVt(:'E ,DESJ_Rl!:D OTHERWISE 
MESSI\GE WILL BE $D4T A'1' FUl..L ttATC 

DOMESTIC l'ORt:IGH 
FULL-RATE FULi. RATE 

DAY LETTER COE RATE 

NIGHT LETTER URGENT 

SERIAL DEFERRED 
RESERVATION NIGKT LETTER 

TOUR-RATE SHIP RADIO 

S-17-45 

., .. BELL, 
LI NS UB 
I STU S, N" ~BR. 

T 

A 

CHARGI! 
ACCOUNT 
NUMBER 

CASH"°' I TOUS 

CHECK 

TfMEFlt..£0 (s:TANDARO TIM£> 

Form2-0 
raJe1 1et forth In lt1 tariffs ond on fik with regulatory outhorltlu 

, 

T !O • 
resr; TACT • 

• 

KSWivvc-2 



,I ' WES,TERN·~· CLASS OF SERVICE SYMBOLS - 
This Is a full-rate DL • Oay Letter 

Telegram or Cable- 
fam unless its de- UNI 0 N NL-Night letter 
erred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 

LC=DcfcrredCablc 

symbol above or pre- NLT-Cabte Night l.ettcc 
ceding the address. A, N, WILLIAMS Ship Radiogram 

PRESIDENT "" 
The filing time shown in the date line on, tel rams and da .. eg Y letters 1s STANDARD TIME at pomt of orrgm, Time of receipt 1s STANDARD TIME at pomt of destination 

,AAl.3 
WMA 960 NL PD= HASTINGS NEBH 16 
SENATOR KENNETH WHERRY: 

WASHDC= 

RECEIVED YOUR TELEGRAM HOTEL FACILITIES INADEQUATE TO 

;945 MAY 17 AM ·1_- ·Os 

ACCOMMODATE PEOPLE DESERVING TO HEAR YOUR MESSAGE., WOULD - - 
COMPLIMENTARY NOON DINNER AT HOTEL WITH ADDRESS AT ONE OCLOCK 

- - 
AT tlTY AUDITORIU BE SATISFACTORY= - 

. : DON BELL PRES LIONS CL~f, 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



lEYRWFERRY~PERSONAL 

/ 

·9:1 1.4, 19 5 

•· lb~th • ~hornton 
4628 Ou.e,t 
()mah ' br • 

. De Ru.the 

l hav b en tr11 ov r atnoe reo lv1.ng 
our nioe 1 tter 10m ti o to t ound to 

wr1t1 ut, aa you w ll knov, e keu bu. • 

1 wanted to answer your wire 1 d.i tel1 
so th t you \iOUld not aka any pl ne for e. It 
wl U b 'imp sflible to b vith 7ou. dnoe we e 
not leaitin ho%' until 1 t .l!'rtda and r1\l'lng 
through aince l brtnelntI th futl. 

Do hope that l will have an oppor-tun1 t¥ 
to eee you 1h11~ in Oma.ha. A you lmo~, 1 

.. aking th r on !ue d.a, noon. I Ip.it ng 
und r the auap1ce of 1vlo Organization bttc ue 
l ak:1:ng re rt of w t 11 ~ overee and 
n turallJ it to non 11 1eal. I 
th t you. will understand that 1 will b ore than 
happy to• to your rou tho tlre\ o pottun- 
it7 l veto oo~ to bra~k at lator date. 

Wl b kinda t reon l r gar1ls, r tn 

KSW:ha-2 s. 



1 - WHERRY-INVITATION 

,/ C""" OF SERVICE OESIREO \. WESTERN 1206 ,/ CHECK ' DOMESTIC CABLE 

TELEGRAM ORDINARY. 

DAY URGENT 
ACCOUNTING INFORMATION LETTER RATE 

SERIAL OEFERREO UNI ON NIGHT NIGHT 
LETTER LETTER , 

TIME FILED Patrons shou ld check claaa of service 
dedred; otherwise the message will ~ 

A, N. WILLIAMS I' transmilled as a telegram or 
ordinary cnbJepm. PRESIDENT 

Send the /ollou,/ng tel"llram, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed lo 
FOR VICTORY 

BUY 
I WAR BONDS - 

1 • l 5 TODAY 

• 



,I 1201 
CLASS OF SERVICE SYMBOLS - 
Thls is a full-rate DL=Dav Letter 

Telegram or Cable- UN I 0 N NL=Night Letter fam unless its de, 
erred character is in, LC=Deferrcd Cable dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre- NL T =Cable Night Letter 
ceding the address, . A, N, WILLIAMS 

"' Ship Radiogram 
PRES I.DENT 

.. 

WESTERN 
The.fil'ing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters IS STANDARD TIME at pomt of origm. Time of receipt IS STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

AA64 
A•WMA446 NL PD=OMAHA NEBR 13 

SE' NlOR ~ENNETH WHERRY=WASHDC= 
I ~ ,, I . - - . •,.. . ... 

'..bS MAY l"-S PM 5 5c:; 

\ 

WOULD ~T BE PO~Sl-~LE FOR YOU TO TALK AJ A'DINNER MEETING OF 
THE REPUBLICAN BUSINESS WOMANS CLUB MONDAY MAY 21 WELLJNGTON 

-· HOTEL Ai 6 PM PLEASE WIRE COLLECT= 
RUTHE THORNTON• 

\ 

THE COMPANY WILL APPREOIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



E,'UROPEAN TRIP 

May 22, 1945 

Vr. Leo P. Black 
l.32'7 C. !".''.,re .... t 
Li.nco In , I!ebraska 

D~·a.r • 'r~. Black : 

Your letter or 1/~, 1945, ju. t 
~t g ~;L.c .on oen tor 

Ho ever• knovtili:; th:1.t h e ould vr. t you to 
have a pr onpt, ack wh:da ont , I m ad-J'isi110- that your 
co ... ,nunic, .,ion w-~ :.1 :.,c ::alLJd to M.o at t , tion u 10 ht.s 
r-ecurn, Be r.:ssured thr t , c ,ill a,>P •pciat yo 1r lett r 
ar d the enc Iosur e 1iLeu the s:riss Do it"• In vie-.· of the 
ubjf ct cover e by tile P.rt · cle, I am sending the cane to 
th Sen tor at :r: wneo City• 

Enclosed h rmrlth find copy o th Comnitt e's 
report to/Conf..rnss. 

fi Sin'ierely 
I i .,. 
/· t 

) I 

I 
I 

I ) 
I 

I . I l ( F :tHUCK I• ,AGEN1- 
I . \ $·. rcta.ry to SU.AT(;u ii1I ,!.: r.y 

F£- :f \, 

I 
I 
I 



... 
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Lincoln, Nebraska 
1327 C Street 
May 14, J.945 

SP-nator Kenneth H. Wherry 
ashington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

An announcement of your speaking tour in Nebraska 
concerning your r-e cerrt participation in the congressional 
investigation of nazi prison camp atrocities has c o.ne to 
my attention. 

Naturally I do not know what your approach to the 
s ub.ie c t will be. I am .wonde r-i ng , however, if an article 
by Mil ton Mayer entitled Let The ~ Do ll found in 
the May 14, 1945 issue of The Progressive, has been brought 
to your attention? Thi.a article seemed to me to have merit 
and to be worthy of c0nsidcration, and so I am enclosing it 
with this letter for your perusal. 

Yours truly, ~ 

~-?/.~ 
Mrs. Leo P. Black 
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/ ·.. . THE PROGRESSIVE, MONDAY, MAY 14, 1945 

Let The Swiss Do It! 
Page Five-· 

By MIL TON MA YER 

THE Nazi atrocities, as they are revealed in news 
paper stories and photographs, are unspeakable. 

They are almost unimagineable. Yet, every last one of 
them may be true. But true, or almost true, or only part 

"\J!!alllll•F':::?':'r ly true, they serve the purpose of 
---- ·· making us hate a prostrate enemy; 

worse yet, a prostrate nation. They 
make us hate, not at a time when 
we have to fight, but at a time when 
we have to build a new world, a 
better world than the one which 
produced the Nazis. 
Let us assume that the stories 

are all true. There are, to be sure, 
fantastic discrepancies in the re- 

: ports. And the character of the 
. evidence-including photographs 

Milton Mayer of gas chambers and piles of emac- 
iated bodies, the testimony of liberated prisoners, and 
the inspections of the scene after the fact-would not 
be held under ordinary American judicial practice to 
be sufficient for conviction in a capital crime. Amer 
ican judicial practice requires exclusion of so much 
as the shadow of a doubt as to the exact identity of the 
individual criminal and his exact condition when he 
eommitted the crime. 
If the stories are, nevertheless, all true down to every 

last fantastic detail-e-such as the report from Buchen 
wald that babies were killed by breaking their backs 
.ever the knees of Elite Guards-the whole civilized 
world has to face the terrible responsibility of tracking 
down the individual criminals, assessing the degree of 
the offense in each case, and administering exact j us 
tice. 

Hot The Easy Way 

%he Wheel Of Vengeance- 
1 '.Atrocity stories sell newspapers. Atrocity stories in 
)ensify the demand for a Carthaginian peace. Atrocity 
Btories, if they succeed in persuading us that Germans 
are subhuman, justif-y the proposed dismemberment of 
~rmany and the proposed enslavement of the German 
l>oople. Atrocity stories drive us crazy with hatred and 
1Uvert us from the pressing problems that antedate Hit 
ler. Spitting on Mussolini's corpse-or cutting the heart 

I out of Hitler, or hitching a Japanese to a plough-may / What will it do? 
be sweet. But will it help us in our fanatic determina- It will keep the wheel of vengeance turning. That is 
tion to build a better world? l all. 
Hitler rose to power in Munich with the single slo- The God Who claimed vengeance for his own exhorted 

gan of vengeance-vengeance against ~he re.al 0: fan- His people to justice. Vengeance is blinding. Vengeance 
cied injustices of Versailles. Every Hitler rn history makes fools of the vengeful. Take the editor of the 
has risen that way. The next one will, and the one after_ Chicago Sun as a random example. In his report from 
that. Germany will not stay dismembered any more th8:n Buchenwald, he writes, on the one hand, that the Hit 
Austria did. The Germans of Silesia and East Prussia lerites should be exterminated and the rest of the Ger 
will not stay Polish any more than the Sudetens stayed mans put into strait-jackets, and, on the other hand, 

that the prisoners liberated at Buchenwald included 
2,000 German anti-Nazis. Are we to put anti-Nazis into 
strait-jackets? 
In justice, then, not in vengeance, the capital crim 

inals must be sought out and punished. But are we 
Americans, though few of us are as frenzied as the 
editors of great newspapers, in a condition to admin 
ister justice? 
I say we are not. And you must either agree with me 

or repudiate the first principle of the American judicial 
process. The first principle of the American judicial 
process is that no man is a good judge in his own case. 
The law does not allow the victim of a crime to prose 
cute, judge, or punish the criminal. The law assun:es - 
vengefulness in the heart of the victim and rules him 
incompetent to administer justice. 
If we Americans are vengeful-and I am, for one 

we are incompetent to administer justice in the case 
of the Nazi atrocities. We are parties to the case. We 
have a strong interest in it. Why do we not step down 
from the bench like members of our own Supreme 
Court when a case in which they are interested is called 7 

Beacon Light 

StE.ADy ,. -@~~f ~f\e, ~ 

· It is the guilty individuals who must be punished. It 
is easier to punish a whole people, but that is Hitler's 
way. That was the way of George III, and our ancestors, 
who were charged in Parliament with being beasts, 
were the beneficiaries of Edmund Burke's insistence 
that a whole people can not be indicted. 
If every reported atrocity is true-including the re 

l)ort of a Soviet Extraordinary Commission that Nazi 
soldiers shot children for target practice-the guilty Czechoslovakian. The German people will never stay en 
Individuals may run into thousands, tens of thousa_nd~, slaved any more than the Negroes in America. 
w_ hundre~ of thousands. ~h.atever the figure, it is Long ago, Carl Sandburg said, "There are not nails 
111,ill something short of 80 million Germans. enough to nail down victory." Still longer ago, Machia- 
It is easy for us to believe the newspaper reports, velli said, "A conquered people should be either exter 

f()rtified, as they are, by photographs. It is easy to over- minated or liberated. Anything less than extermination 
look the contradictions. It is easy to overlook the du- and short of liberation simply maddens them." Longer 
t>tous authenticity of the sources of some of ~he sto;ies. ago, still, the God of the Jews, the same God Who de 
• is easy to overlook the admitted, but unefnphasized, mantled an eye for an eye, said, "Vengeance shall be 
f.a4t that in some camps prisoners were treated human- Mine." 
lJ. It is easy to overlo~k the admitt.ed, but unempha- Vengeance will not raise the tortured dead. It will 
tfized, fact that starvation was and 18 common among ( not build a better world than the one that produced the 
U,.e loyal Nazi subjec.ts in ~he German cities. It is easy Nazis. It will not put an end to war. It will not solve the 
lo overlook the consideration that a German GI-not problems we had before Hitler. 
~azi beast-from Dresden may have been bestialized - 
~ learning that his city was wiped off the map in a 
Bingle day's bombing with 300,000 of his fellow-citizens 
9ti1led according to American reports. It is easy to over- 
i>ok the fact that thousands of the prisoners were 
r-rmans. 
~hese oversights are easy for us because we have 
~n at war with Germany; because Nazism is itself an· 
attack upon humanity; because the German people, 
Jmder the Nazi regime, were the aggressors; and be 
cause Germans have killed thousands of our country 
anen and tried, as is the custom in war, to kill millions 

-of them. 
But we do not want to take the easy way. We are not 

IJ-azis and we d-o n-ot want to be. Goebbels once said: 
•Even if we lose the war, we will win, because our ideals 
~ill have penetrated the hearts of our enemies." We 
JD.USt protect ourselves against Nazi ideals, or the Nazis, 
IIWen though they have been destroyed, will have won 
t,re war. They were fighting for injustice, and if they anve us to the commission of injustice, they will have 
j!:on what they were fighting for. 

New Yock World-Telegram 

The Choice We Have 
If vengeance is futile, if it is, justice that we seek, 

why not turn the case of the Nazi atrocities over to the 
Swiss for investigation, prosecution, and punishment 7 
We have praised their democracy and admitted their 
impartiality. We have entrusted them with our most 
vital diplomatic and economic concerns. They may not 
relish the job of hangman-who does ?-but perhaps 
we can prevail upon themto accept it in the interest of 
a world which we wish to see built upon justice. 

My proposal may be repugnant to my fellow-Amer 
icans. But repugnance is a small matter when justice is 
at stake. The only relevant question is: Are the Swiss 
better able to administer justice in this case than we 
are? Are true neutrals better able to administer justice 
than vengeful victors? I put it to you squarely, my 
fellow-Americans: Do we want the satisfaction of ven 
geance or the blessing of justice? I do not ask as much 
as Lincoln asked in the Second Inaugural. I do not ask 
that we build the new world on charity. I do not ask as 
much as Lee asked Grant-and got-at Appomattox. I 
ask only that we build the new world on the only prin 
ciple that the Nazis really hated. That principle is 
justice. 



CHECK SERVICE DESIRED OTHERWISE 
MESSAG£ WILL BE SENT AT FULL RATC 

DOMESTIC FOREtGN 
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DAY LETTER COE RATE 
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RESERVATION NIGHT l.£TTER 

TOUR-RATE SHIP RADIO 
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1 - WIDlRRYfHNVITATIONS 

M l, 1946 

D ar J k: 

1 ru.•hi to t ~A'f for ebra k 

thh ft noon 'bllt w&11te 7ou to know t at l v111 

onl1 be in Ot12aha to ak for the noon lunebeo 

an will then return to awn • 01\7. 

inoerely 

K lht•2 
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. H_OTEL CARL ON Jr-~~ c;C a- -z 

OPPOSITE CITY AUDITORIUM • IN THE HEART OF OMAHA 

H. R. GOULD, MANAGER TELEPHONE ATLANTIC 5588 
. 15TH AND HOWARD STREETS 

OMAHA,. NEBRASKA 5f ~ l(.£~e. .. 7f~/lf /~~ 
1ft:v.i1.V.~. 0 . 

. ~}~7~ 

~~t0z2-L;:fo.,_~ ~ 
(;).~~ -CL_~ f~~ ~~ ~·dn~,-~ 
~c)().~ . 
. (/ o)L,u-~~ 0 

w~w_- 0 
~ or 

' ) 

,,._,.~I Ul. ~ .(_ ~ -t- ~~~ 
w~~: ~ d- I~~ ~6:1 ~ ~ ~ ~q__ 
& ~ a-~ 0 iU,) ' :.;:::... ' 

~ ~, S:-~ w· ~lO 



HOTEL CARLTON 
OPPOSITE CITY AUDITORIUM • IN THE HEART OF OMAHA 

H. R. GOULD, MAHAt.ER 



y l , 1945 

Mr. Virgil • North l, Pi"$sident 
Om.ah -r A oc1-tion 
Omaha tttional B nk Building 
Qnaha.1 Nebrask 

Dear Mr. Northwall, 

Your l tter of May 17,, 1945, inViting th Senator 
to Qe present at your Field Lay on Jun 1.3, 1945, arrived while 
he is nroute to Nebraska. 

As I arranged hi itin,rary for His eking tour, 
I know he will not b 1n Nebr ka uft r JUhf 2nd nd will be' un ble 
to be with you. 

Your letter will b called to his attention upon hie 
r turn and I am sure h will . pr ciat your thougbtf'uln e in 
extending to him the invit :tion to ba your peaker. 

'l'hankmg you for him,. I r in 

. 1noerely yours 

Fr derick H. agener, Secretary to 
Senator K nn th S. , err:, 

FHW1vvc 



V1RGIL E. NoRTHWALL, PRESIDENT ROBERT W. HANEY, SECRETARY D. B. ANDERSON, TREASURER 

OMAHA BAR ASSOCIATION 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA 

Office of 

VI RGl,L E. NORTHWALL, PRESIDENT 
OMAHA NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

OMAHA, NEBRASKA 
May l?, 1945 

Honorable Kenneth Wherry 
United States Senator 
S ena.te Office Building · 
Washington, D. c. 
My dear Senator Wherry: 

We have learned that you will be in the State within the 
next three weeks, in connection with your report on the war 
atrocitSres. 

Our annual Field Day will be held at Happy Hollow Club on 
Wednesday, June 13th, 1945, and if it is at all possible, we 
would like to have you as our speaker at the dinner that 
evening. 

I would appreciate it very much if you would let me t.know im 
mediately whether or not you can be with us. 

VEN:EM 

Virgil E. Northwall 
President 



0 A A t.A,r~ ~ Newell M. Beatty __,,<Fl-· ,- 
sPEc,AL REPRESFNTATIVE 

1714 Elk Street N Ttl. 868 Beatrice Nebr. EW YORK LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 

OFFICE OF SPECIAL AGENT 

'tc ner P. 
1rflrli'~ --.iVf-v 
ut. He r 
1aH.f.e h;Y 



May 19, 1945 

Dear Xem1oth1 

Ju t -ot in thi orning and learned that you let-t 
laat 1 ight. for P ty. 

Your prop~ tour ot N braska 1 r lly r'...n ing t 
bell an 1r I tumed do one 1nd1v1 , I turn d down doz na. It 
ia too b d that you could not bav st yed another ek and mad t~• 
nortbexn ti r or oountie o a to be &blo to ap k t ~'ha ron, 
Valentine, Broka.~ ow, in orth, Fr ont, orfolk, Columbu and 
Davi it7. 

•, Sp nt l t -edn sday in ilba but id not have t e 
to e e anybody other than to take c e of 001e of th c th t 

d on tap, nam ly, the O akery, and the I nn n Pickle 
O pany. Lo t a lot o time t th H rm. C · pany ae they a in 
quit' a ~s• and bad to t a lot of tim going through their 
.factory. 

Al to your apnm11.r.11Lne& in Lincoln, th tickets 
bofor t~ Cna11u~•r ot C eroe • ber reo 1 d th 1r letter 
tion. You co'1ldn't buy a ticket to the luncheon tor lo or n Y• I 

g eat d to Bill toner, and M rook or the b r of C · erce, that 
it · . t be wll for you to talk • hhere uch a the Cornhu ker 11- 
room, St. Paul•s Church, or t Uni r ity Colo s , md throw the 
eet1ng o en to th public. V,h n I .le.tt. Thur clay, they wer trying to 

e an arrang nt so that ore people could h ar you. In fact they 
· id that never in th history of the Chamber ~d there b n such a 
d nd. 

Took care or Captain ieber. 



-2- 

I kn ~•....,~ d-5ud1ence every place 
you o and this is rtNlt:l:::f:'71' OSilt::lMlb ct that le -.nt to h r you talk 
about. I think you can void the expression ot enycontro rsial opinion 
so th t the r actions fr your talks ought to b all excellent. 

A I talk to you over th telephone, I saw µ&vid, and 
befor I forget it, NW th Governor and i.f you ,vant a State Patrolman, 
dre sed 1n plain clt>thes, to drive you:.r car, call Oov mor Orinold 
'When you receive tb1 letter and he w:U.l have a State Patro pick 
you up at Lincoln and take care ot you .from th n on. 

L ct entally, 1'hile you r in Lincoln, Cob Venn r said 
h w1. .1 b clad +. o s ign polio car. tor your u e o you can go any-, llher u ·,c.nt to. If yo t to take advant of this sug stion, 
just ., t in touch with Cob Venner at the City Hall. 

E ryt 1n is und r control nd ill see you wh you g t 
back. Pers nal r g rd to , rjori , Marilynn, D id, and e n including 
yours 1~, I mai 

Fritz agener 

\ 



1 - WHERRY-INVITATION 

Ch~:!; o~os:!:E~~~,~~nt,o/ w __ -4_E....,.._ __ s Ti--o __ E R N.........,.f-J.-&J ... ,_1_20o-- $-,::..-=--=--=--=-cH-=-E_C_K-=--=--=--=.- 

OOMESTIC • CABLE • - -. :_ " . 
TELECRAM ,OR~INARY ' 

DAY URGENT 
lmER - RATE ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

SERIAL DEFERRED UN .I O N NIGHT NIGHT 
lmER_ - LmER 

l'drons should check class or servtcc 
desired: cthcrwiso tho messago will ba 
~ lru1s,11lllcd ns a telegram or 

(Wdinary c.,blegr.lm, 
A, N. WILLIAMS 

PRESIDENT 

Send the /ollowing telegram, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

1 , 1.5 

TIME FILED 

FOR VICTORY 
BUY 

WAR BONIDS 
TOIDA'Y 

. Pl • C l 

1 



~ 
Ci.Ass OP SERVICB 

This Is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable 
gram unless its de 
ferred character Is In 
dicated by a suitable 
symbol abovejor pre- 

' ceding the address. 

WESTERN 
UNIOl'f43i 

A. N. WILLIAMS 
PAl!:SIOENT 

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters Is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receip 111 • 

",'A1•1i-] DL PD=O:.lAII/\ 1!EDR 18 1?2'2P 
"'Ef·JATOR /r::~-1~1E-1 I-I 1·111 f"R"- , \L. I' I I I, -, C -, \ I - 

·US SEr·JATE= 

1201 
SYMBOLS 

LC~ Deferred Cable 

COULD YOU POSSIDL' CO[AE TO 'JO\'/ TUE0DAY rJORf. I JG, UAY 22MD 
3::-T\'/EEM 10:0 P1 D 11 :00 AH FOil /'i[,J lf'JTERVfE\'/ TO BE USED SM.1E 
NO O rJ • CE RT I\ I NL Y \'/ 0 UL D APP RE C f ATE THE CO UR TES (= 

LYLE DEf 10SS :'JO'!-. 

_... 
, I 

t 

. 22 10:0 11 : 0 . A 1- 
1 ;1 • 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS·PATROll'S CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



1 - ~HERRY-INVITATION 

Charge lo the account o/ ...Jl(M~NfflD.1.i~'Pllll-L-i ....s.1~ ..... , 'iliHXIX:si~~'Rt:sl~--__.:O~· ~l~O~I~.AJ.=------ $ _ .. 
..I CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED \.. WESTERN 1206 CHECK ' DOMESTIC a. CABLE 16 

TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
ACCOUNTING INFORMATIOli LETTER RATE 

SERIAL DEFERRED UNI 0 N NIGHT NIGHT 
LETTER LETTER 

TIME FILED Patrons should check class of service 
desired; otherwise the message will be 

A. N. Wll:-LIAMS trnnsmitted :is a telegram or 
PRESIDElNT ordin3ry cablegram. 

Send the following telegram, subject to the tennis on back hereof, which are hereby agreed lo 
FOR VICTORY 

BUY 
C ' :( 1e.( 194.6 WAR BONDS 

TODAY 

YOU Wl' IAU L. • ,' 

ha. '. , .-:• J,fJ 



Cl.Ass OF SERVICE 

This Is a full-rare 
Telegram or Cable 
gram unless Its de 
fened character Is In 
dlcated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre, 
ceding the address. 

WESTERN 
UNIQN32

i 
A. N, WILLIAMS 

PRESIDENT. 

1201 
SYMBOLS 

DL • Day Letter 
' 

NL-Nightl..ettCT 

- LC=Dcfcm:dCablc 

NL T-Cablc Night Lctttt 
---i 

Ship Radtoenm 
~ 

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters ia STANDARD TIME at Point of origin. Time of receipt ia'/3'1'AN~,D ~ ~int of deetinati?n 

,
1
' A1 G7 22=0[.1/\IIA NEBR 18 157P \9L15~, ~ \S I 

l(E f,Jf,JE Tl I S i'/1 lE RRY== 

::l.'JOULD i.u« 30 MIMUTES 

DO NOT IIE AR TO TH- CONTRARY \'/E 
l~JlMEDJ/\TELY AFTER CIIALDER LU\JCHEOr-J 

l.iJlLL PLAfJ IT THAT \'JAY~- 
IF \'/E 

E o Jc 0 - !) ·u 1- f E - r I \ \ L 0 I :..-> ,- - - J • 

.-] 0. I 

THE COMPANY WILL APPREOIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



1 - WHERRY-INVI'rATION 

18, 19,5 

dent. 
Hoe 

l> ar Bttna 
I 

afternoon. 

I oerta1aly do appr alt rour in 1t tion 
but Jddi Byan ha alre dy extend d an in it .tion 
tom. I pr e that if I tq 1n'OrfUld lel 
l all hav to~ o hi• home. low v r, I did 
not v h def1n1to an r rel b c a l 
do not know what aohedule will b until att r 
I arri .,. at Orand leland. 

1 d.1d want you to kn.ov that I 
rour invitation d l will • ing 7ou. 

reoi t 

/ 



B. E. GJELSTEEN 
Commandant 

SOLDIERS' AND SAILORS' HOME 
GRANO ISLAND 

May 14, 1945 

Senator Kenneth s. Wherry 
U. s. Senate 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator: 

I have just learned that you are going 
to be in Grand Island on May 24 and want to extend 
to you an invitation to come out and spend the night 
with us. We will have a room with a comfortable bed, 
and bath, waiting for you. 

Awaiting your arrival, I am 

Sincerely yours 

-✓~ ... ----- a~Llors' 
elsteen, Commandant 

Home 

(?;v:. 
1/ 

b 



~ 1 - WHERRY-INVITATION 

Charge to t~----,-.--.u.uu..,_;uu..____,_.;,a_...:..:..,-'-'-'-'=-TL..... -=..;::....::..:;:..::.:=. $ _ 
coss or sesvice otsmeo WESTERN 

UNION 
DOMESTIC• CABLE 

TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
LmER ., RATE 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

NIGHT NIGHT 
, LmER - LmER 

Patrons ahould check class or service 
desired; otherwise the message will be 
,,_ transmitted as a telegram or 

ordinary cablegram. 

1206 

A. N. WILLIAMS 

CHECK 

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

TIME FILEO 

Send the following telegram, subjec.t to the terms on bacle hereof, which are hereby agreed lo 

C • 

FOR VICTORY 
BUY 

WAR BONDS 
TODAY 

• • 

be • • 

.. - 
( 



L. D. MARTIN LUMBER CO. 
Building Material and Coal 

Kearney Nebraska 
May 16, 1945 

Senator Kenneth s. \iherry 
½ashington, D. C. 

Dear Ken: 

We are glad you are coming to Kearney next week 
to speak. We have a small luncheon of about 15 to 20 
Republicans li.ned up for ·11: 45 Thursday, and you are to 
speak at the v1orld Theatre at 1:00 o'clock. The air base 
would like to have you out there after you finish at the 
theatre. I will be glad to drive you to Grand Island for 
your meeting there. 

-Le as e advise as to when you will arrive in Kearney, 
for if you are coming on Wednesday evening I will have the 
hotel reserve a r~ for you. \vi th best regards, 

°--1 ?L> , / 7_ \ S l'j§; ly 1'fl. ~ 



WHERRY - EUROPEAN TRIP 

I 
I 

r::; • . • ~. Hi pk ind 
69 l axtcn vcnu 
Chi ca 0 4, , Illinois 

to Lnv 

1th kindP, t re rds; I 

Sit c ly 

I{ . :f' 



1/iHERRY .... EUROPEAN TRIP 

10, 1945 

g 
City 

It s 11q' privtl g 
r io l Comndtt th t Visit 
of war on the Conti ent. 

kr.ow h 
a· atti 

to write you nd let you 
hmr D.rudou ly h is 

nit d wtate • 

1th ind t r ard , I 

Sineer ly 

s .. ' ff'R! 

··I 



CC(Q)PY 
10, 1945 

Mr • eal Q. MeBetb 
Strotl.S rg 
J. br!. l<' 

D ar - • ! cBeth : ,,_ 

It w s my privil , to cc ny th Con re ional 
Del tion 11ch de an insp etion to r of ?ri on c ps 
ho pi ta.ls on th Contin ·nt. 

nt d you to kn ,th t yrur bus nd ha 

ich hns 

1th kt d st r gards, I 

inc rely 

K. :f 



I 
EUROPEAN TRIP 

10, 1::,45 

• ckley; 

at C 
to et. the jor 

eon the Contin nt 
in ti ting 

th kinde t regard ., I 

S1nce:re:\Y 

y 

:r 



WHERRY - EU HOPF.AN TRIP 

10, 1945 

With ki de r a, I 

Sinoer; lY' 

· TH S. •. Rf 



WHERRY - EUROPEAN TRIP 

10. 1945 

, • John n. :>chroeder 
2705 Pinkney Str et 
~ ....... , bras 

r ,. c roeder: 

a hort t 
th t .thin 

th kind , I 

, .:f 



/, 
1206 

A. N. WILLIAMS 
PREBIDEN1" 

CHECK 

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

TIME FILED 

Send the following telegram, subject to the terms on bac~ hereo], which are hereby agreed to 

.o, 1. 1,5 
FOR VICTORY 

BUY 
WAR BONDS 

TODAY 

I 

• 



• L 

TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY 
LETTER 

URGENT 
RATE 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

NIGHT 
LETTER 

NIGHT 
LETTER 

Pat.rona st1ould check cla8I of service 
delired; otherwise the mess3go will be 

trnnsmiltcd a.a a telegram or 
ordinary c:i.bl , m. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

1206 

A, N, WILLIAMS 
PRESIDENT 

CHECK 

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

TIME FILED 

Send the following telq:ram, 3uh}ect to the terms on bac~ hereof, which are ferehy agreed lo 

, l 5 
FOR VICTORY 

BUY 
WAR BONDS 

TODAY 

• 
• 



, 4~. /~~J- 
~ 4. ~ 108TH (US) GENERAL HOSPtTAL 

~-/v.C. : tf !~ 1. :8~7 ..... 
~ !i;l,.·J······'···························································· 

I . u1k l £-/t.".• f . •-·-•- ···:··•···· - 
) ~~ :;7 {.L: /,1-/.VJFC. . ··• ·• • ·• 

~ ~~ ~- 

A. C. I. · Hopitol Beaujon. 

j 
I - -· -- - , - 



/ 

EUROPEAN TRIP. I.ETTER WRIT'IEN TO 
TEN OR TWELVE BOYS SENATOR SAW OVER THER": 

:.r.. mer on Jo. 
:Z52 C ~tr t 
Li.ncoln, l, br s: 

;ir r. Jone : 

It s my lea to s 
Em rson Jone , t1t oos~l.)ur , tala~ Ci • N • 7, , L:lch , s 
~errun t. ·mornin~ ti'1 our Con..; s.;t.onal ~ro1p land d 
a.t t.he ai.r ield ~ oo .... cbur to r-cceed to chau to 

n tnc:::ieetion o!: ,he pol.'i ti.cru. p foo er camp th • • 

0 ~ 
yw 
nd he loo' od well, 

t!h rt tin, h .. 11 b 

Theo ·ebr ak boys .. d inc ~olutar"' :m 
they r-end rr;, re l sorvic.e to their CountJ:y... I ,:now 
th t ;rou nd 11 of us o proi.id of our t, .br k y , 

1 k nd ot r gnr s, 

smeer ~ 

S' :f 



EUROPEAN TRIP. IET'.TER WRIT'IEN TO 
TEN OR TWELVE BOYS, S~ATOR SAW OVER THER1': 

l ey J.:_, 1945 

Denr r. Jonetl: 

11th , r , I 

Sine :b" 

11m s. 
s :t 



I EROPEAN TRIP 

.,___ __ . 

/ 

M 12. 1946 

I 
I 
I 
I 

r. D n • s evart 
Ai rne1 t Law 
l 12 Sharp Bu.tldi 
Li.ucoln, Webr•• ,. 
Dear Dons 

· · · I \houa}lt I ould gt 70 a little of' the 
in!or a.Hon tbat the n or brought bac rc,gard.1 g the 
boy, in tho prison oopt which eounded i ht7 good o 
•ll ot ua. l sald h y tly1 th out of tha\ , 
territory aa qu1ck17 • poaai l. 01 b 71 \hat ed 
ho1pit 11 tlo ar tt1n it and b t t can be 
r turned a ett1 the t1r•t oh oe eent b k 
to the United t tea. 

ought you would. b int i-eete in kno'lfl 
that the nat ~ will 1n ebrae , no doubt, 1 a 
Y ry • ort time and 7 u will probably have a ohano o 
vl1U v1th • 

. lnoe ly 

hi • I 



1 EUROPEAN TRIP 

Charge lo the account of-------'µi;;,..:....~-----!. ..... --t-1H~n;.;..11'¼------___;_ .... !:'--,IJ~l~41,1,l----,i$, _ 

WESTERN 
UNION 

CLASS F S ICE DESIR 0 
.,J..,;.:::5TIC CABLE 

TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
LETTER RATE 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

NIGHT NIGHT 
LETTER LETTER 

Patrons should check claaa of service 
desired: otherwise the mes.sage will be 

lr.millli tted as a telegram or 
urdinary cabl 

1206 

A. N, WILLIAMS 
PRESIDENT 

CHECK 

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

TIME FILED 

Send the following telegram, subject lo the terms on back hereof, which are ~ereby agreed lo 

1 • l 

l 

FOR VICTORY 
BUY 

WAR BONDS 
TODAY 

I y 

I I 

• 



NDrth Platte, Nebraska 
May 23, 1945 

Hon. Kenneth s. Wherry 
Senator from Nebraska 
Pawnee City, Nebr. 

Dear Kenneth: 

I hear that you are going to be in North Platte 
nexfMonday night. 

We have sold our hotel and our motor court, entirely 
out of business. Out of our four children, only the 
youngest girl is left at home. 

So we have plenty of time and plenty of room, This 
is just a little note to invite you, and Mrs. Wherry 
if she is with you, to stay at our home, and make it 
your headquarters while in North P~atte. 

We realize that maybe you have made other arrange 
ments, or that it might be more convenient or desir 
able for you to stay at the hotel, etc, but we just 
wanted you to know that you are more than welcome 
at our home, and we would be delighted to have you. 

You do whatever that would work out the best for you, 
and it will be alright with us. 

With kindest regards. 

Very sincerely, 

~ ' ~ 
104 N. Sycamore 
North Platte, Nebr. 



WAR SHIPPJNG AlliJNISTRATION 

Washington 25, D. c. 

y 17,. 1945 

Mr. Albert E. Gilinsky 
Southern Ee.nan.a Co any 
1015 Uowa: d ctre t 
Omaha, 1-fobraak 

ar r. Oilinskyt 

'l'hi re:t:cra to our conv rsation of l · t • The 'ar pine dminis- 
tration provided th SS Nl fo th pa t seven onths in an £fort to 
a siat y_ou in thi end :vor. 

Ulri 
of ban 
1,444 to , 

thi period the as 1 mad ten trip carrying v ied antity 
56 to to 217 tons for an ag gat~ total of so 
total o £ only 144 tone r trip. 

Had thi ves el conti ued in the rio rvice fro, 'Ylher w with 
the hip to t blish .t special ope ation fo you,. th INY could 
mad 17 tri carrying at 1 t 400 tons of banan per trip or 
6,800 tom, of fruit in ddition to sizabl quantiti or cof£ • 

The xtended tri riod llhioh we ar sur h n of • !IX> t r son- 
le dura ion, :indioate t i, ntur not far d out as cont plat d. 

In view of th uneconomical operationJ in i'tective utiliz tion of the 
ve sel, plu loading probl iain each tri bee u e of th uno rtainty 

· how b will ava1labl. for loadi , re tfully notify y 
that his el (now r pairing) mu t be withdr for other emploYl!l nt. 

It is in too ad tbi oper tion h not work out more euco a- 
fully, particul ly in view of the time nd effort you hav expend d on th 
project. 

It ould appear to u until your eourc o! pply can be d veloped to 
a point warranting charterin ve l to insur th hand.line and d liv, · 
you de ire, you might w.t. to pursue the possibility of proouri a of 
th ll v, el in th Caribbean not under SA. control. 

V ry truly yours, 

CC: Senator K. S. viherry-fo;:,-- 
information/' 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



NEBRASKA 

~epuhlitan ~tate filentral filommittee 
HOTEL LINCOLN 

A. T. (BERT) HOWARD. SCOTTSBLUFF 
CHAIRMAN 

MRS. J. KNOX JONES, LINCOLN 
VICE-CHAIRMAN ANO DIRECTOR 
OF WOMEN'S DIVISION 

~·· 
LINCOLN 1, NEBRASKA 

Scottsbluff, Nebraska 
May 21st, 1945 

A, V. SHOTWELL, OMAHA 
NATIONAL COMMITTEEMAN 

MRS.EDNA BASTEN OONALD,GRANDISLAND 
NATIONAL COMMITTEEWOMAN 

Senator Kenneth So 1 herry 
c/o bel V. Shotwell 
Omaha, Ne bra ska 

Dear Ken: 

I have your letter of the 18th in which you made mention 
of the Sidney engagement which had not previously been 
scheduled. 

It was my understanding that the Alliance group plans to 
get you to Scottsbluff in time for dinner with the Lions' 
Club at 6:15 P. M. and you are slated for a public address 
at the High School auditorium at 8:15, at which time we 
expect a c a pac Lt y crowd. When you arrive from Alliance, 
you can come directly to my home (1624 - 2nd Avenue) and, 
if time permits, you can jump in and have a few minutes 
"shu t eye" before dinner without being disturbed. Emma 
and I are planning on your spending the night in our home, 
and we will get you to Sidney at whatever hour is neces- 
sary on ~ednesday. I have advised Martin Dimery of this 
fact, and he wi 11 let me know of the Sidney plans. 

\1th best of personal good wishes, I am 

truly, 

ATH: rf A. T. Howard 

,I 



CATTLE SHEEP 

S. E. DENNIS 
Sams-McCaffree Building 

Scottsbluff, Nebraska 

~onorable Kenneth S. Wherry, 
United States Senator, 
Pawnee City, Nebraska. 

Dear Senator: 

I have arranged for you to have dinner with the Lions Club and 
some of their invited quests at six thirty in the evening on May 29th. 
We will then go to the High School Audi tori um for your main address. 

Thrusday afternoon I called together several of the workers, 
including 'Bert Howc1rd, Neal Barbour, the County Chairman, Harry Wisner, 
and L. L. Hilliard of K.G.G • Y. This group was very enthusiastic 
and not at all hesitant in nredicting a satisfactory crowd. 

i:forry Wisner is contacting all of the newspapers in adjoining 
counties and. t owns , The Chamber of Commerce, through its Secretary, 
~d Wertz, is corresuonding with all civic organizations in sixteen to,ms 
in this area, and, Neal Barbour, the County Chairman, is following the 
suggestion of writing each precinct committeemen and women and asking 
them to attend and to prevail upon their people to be sure and come. 

We will start to broadcast at 8: J5 p.m. The announcement of the 
broadcast is being made with the statement to the public that your speech 
will be broencast if time is available. It is being stated in this manner 
so that there will be no inclination on the nart of many peo pl.e to stay 
at home and listen instead of attending. The broadcast will actually 
be made. 

Considerable interest will be created by the Star Herald, who will 
remind the nub Li.c in this area. at various times between now and the 29th, 
of the fine recognition you have had of being one of the six chosen 
by General Eisenhour to survey conditions in ar torn Europe. The 
Star erald made mention in thi.s morning's paper that you will discuss 
financial conditions and other matters of importance as you saw them 
in Europe. 

Shou7-d it be more convenient for you to have some of us meet you 
at Alliance and bring you to Scottsbluff, I will see that this is done, 
and you may feel free to make this suggestion. 

I might ask what arrangements you pr ef'er to be made for· pr esen Hng: -., 
you to the audience here, and who you would suggest having on the platform. 

Hay I have some remarks from you at your earliest convenience, by 
which I vri 11 be guided in making final arrangements. 

"lith kind nersonal regards, 

S'Ji'.n/n 



CHARGE T£) T,HE_AC 

DOMESTIC FOREIGN 
FULL RATE FUU. RATE 

DAY LETTER COE RATE 

NIGHT LETTER URGENT 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

RESERVATION NIGKTl.ETTER 

TOUR-RATE SHIP RADIO 

CHA.ROS 
ACCOUNT 
frllUMBEfl -- I TOUS 

CHECt< 

TIME FILED (STAN°"RD TIME) 

Form 2-0 
Send the following message, subfect to the Com,any's "'1es, regulations and ratu ut forth In its tariffs and on file with regulatory authorities 

118. 19'5 

u..,. 0 ... 

· i .vvc-2 



CLASS OF SERVICE 
1201 ..I \, 

- 
SYMBOLS 

This is a full-rate DL=-Day Letter 

Telegram or Cable- 
fram unless its de- UN I 0 N NL-Night Letter 

erred character is In- 
dtcated by a suitable 

LC=DefcrrcdCablc 

symbol above or pre- 
..._ ceding the address. , 

NL T-Cable Night Letter 
A. N, WILLIAMS - 

PRESIDENT 
.... Ship Radiognm 

The filing time shown in the date-line-on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIM,: '' 

WESTERN 
Eat point of origm. Time of receipt 18 STANDARD TIME at pomt of destination 

AA55 
A,WMA891 NL PD=SCOTTSBLUFF NEBR 17 
HON KENNETH~ WHERRY= 

-- - - 
US SENATE WASHDC= 

GLAD YOU WILL VISIT VALLEY THIS MONTH HOPE YOU ~ILL BE MY 
lOVER~IGHJ GUEST• HAVE SOME GAS AND WE CAN VISIT TWO OR THREE 

' l!- • 

IMPORTANT SPOTS IN ADDITIONAL TO REGULAR SCHEDULE• ALSO 
ADVISABLE MEET WITH BEET AS~OCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
PLEASE ADVISE ME PROMPTLY REGARDS= 

CHASM KEARNEY MORRILL NEBR•• 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



r 

~ EUROPEAN TRIP 
CHARGE TO THE Adc:OUNT OF 

WT:>,~,tT""1r, 

CHECK SERVICE DEStRl:0 OTHf:RWISE 
MESSAGE WILL BE SENT AT FULL RAT& 

OOMESTIC FOREIGN 
FULL RATE FULL RATE 

DAV LETTER CDE RATE 

NIGHT LETTER URGENT 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

RESERVATION NIGHT u:rTER 

TOUR-RATE SHIP RADIO 

TOU.S 

.CHECK 

(STANDARD TIME.) 

Fonn 2-0 
Send the following message, sut,fect to th" Com,an-,"s rules, regulation., and rates set forth In Its tariffs and on file with regulatory authorities 

MAY 18~ 1945 

SORRY LD LIK ., TO SPEAK IN EVEilY UTT 

m:rr- m. 

KSW:vvc-2 



CLASS OF SERVICE 

This Is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable 
gram unless its de 
ferred character is In 
dicared bv a suitable 
symbol above or pre 
ceding the address. 

WES TERN10
'~ 

UNION 
~ A, N. WILLIAMS 
/ PRESIDENT 

'I'he filing time show.!11 __ 

,.ABO? , 
'A.WMB292 25 4 EXTRA~FREMONT NEBR 17 358P 
I - . , - -·- - , - - 

'SENATOR KENNETH F WHERRY~ 
· ~ :SENATE OFFTCE BLDG, wAsHDc·· 

.J _ J... ..,_ I ; , I _ 

SYMBOLS 

DL=Day Letter 

NL-Night Letter 

LC= Deferrcd•Cablc 

NLT-Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

I ~DlSAPPOTNTED TO LEARN r.REMONT'NOT INCLUDED -ON1 YOUR SCHEDULE 
-· .- - ~ __., - . . •. \ .· . - - -L - 

:·WHILE IN NEBRASKA. OUR. BUS-.♦NESS MEN AND FARMERS ARE ASKING 
I ME WHV'~, - - J - 

' 
~c W MOTTER- SECRETRY FREMONT CHAMBER OF CWMERCE.·· 

_....---L • - ,j 



1 * WHERRY - SPEECH INVITATION 

CHECK SERVICE DESIRED OTHERWISE 
MESSAGE WILL B.E SENT AT FULL RATE 

DOMESTIC FOREIGN 

FULL RATE FULL. RAT£ 

DAY LETTER COE RATE 

NIGHT LETTER URGENT 

SERIAL DEFERRED 
RESERVATION NIGHT I...ETnR 

TOUR-RAT£ SHIP RADIO 

CHARO£ 
ACCOU!ff 
NUM■Elt 
CASHHO. I nus 

CHECK 

TIMEFtL£0 (S'fANOARO TIMEI 

Forrn2-0 
Send the following mes.tt1ge, .JUl,/ect to th• Com,any'.t rule.t, reg11laffon.t and rate» ,et forth In It, ta,-iff.t and on file with regulator, authorltk.J 

t'U: TO TO BE OUR 



CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable, 
gram unless its de 
ferred character is in 
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre 
ceding the address, 

WESTERN 
UN.ION<H) 

1,201 

A, N, WILLIAMS 
PRES I CENT 

SYMBOLS· 
1 

DL-Oay Letter 

NL-Night p,tter 

LC""' Deferred Cable 

NL T-Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin, Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

WA32 17= TECUMSEH NEBR 14 930A 
HON KENNETH WHERRY= 

US SENATOR::: 
1VHrL'E VISITING PAWNE CITY MAY THIRTIETH COULD YOU BE MEMORIAL 
DAY SPEAKER AT TWO PM AT TECUMSEH= 

AMER f CAN LEG I ON,... 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



\ 1 - Wherry 
c;,HARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF 

CHECK SERVICE DESIRED OTHERWISE- 
MESSAGE WILL BE SENT AT FULL RATC 

OOM£9TIC FOREIGN 
FULL RATE FUU. RATE 

DAY LETTER COE RATE 

NIGHT LETTER URGENT 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

RESERVATION NIGHT LETTER 

TOUR-RATE SHII' RADIO 

Invitation to speak on trip 

CHARGE 
ACCOUNT 
NUMBrlt 

CASH- I TIUS 
CHECK 

1'1MEF1l.EO (STANDARD TIME') 

Form2-0 
Send the fotlowln11 musot1e, sul,fect to the Compm,y'.1 rules, reeutatton» and ratu set forth In lt.1 tarlff.1 and on flk with regulatory authorltle.1 

I rs, 1945 
S PETERS 
TORO N 

s CLUB 
LL, 

, 

SORRY I.MPOS IBt · TO CHANG 

YOO I COTTSBLUFF. 

S,. 



CLASS OF SER.VICE 

This Is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable 
gram unless Its de, 
ferred character Is in 
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre 
ceding the address. 

I 

Ship Radlognm ' 
~;;;::;;;;::;;;;::;;;;::;~======.==:========:=:=::::=:=ip~R~EB~ID~EN;,;,,T ==:===:==:===:====:===:===:====::;:;========~~~~ 
The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STAN'DARD TIME at point of destination 

A. N. WILLIAMS 

W B 9 D L P D = K I MB ALL N EB R ivl A Y . 14 1 9 4 5 8 5 5 A 
HONORABLE KENNETH S WHERRY= 

UNITED STATES SENATE WASHDC= 

SYMBOLS 
'DL-Day Letter --, 
NL-Night Letter 
----I 

LC =Deferred Cable 

NL T-Cablc Night Letter 

191ic; MAY 14 AM 11 40 

THE LIONS CLUB OF KIMBALL WOULD BE VERY GRATEtUL TO HAVE 
YOU ADDRESS THEM AT AN OPENING MEETING EITHER NOON OR 
EVENING DATE BE FIXED BY YOU ON YOUR TRIP TO WESTERN 
NEBRASKA THIS MONTH PLEA E ADV·I E COLLECT WESTERNUNION= 

PETRUS P ET ER SON PRES I DENT AND S E TOR GE._ 0 f h: 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

' 



i WHERRY Invitlation to Speak on Trip 
CHARGE TO THE CCOUNT OP' 

VT: .. nl'TlltMl' 
CHECK SERVICE DEStRt:D OTHERWISE 
MESSAGE.rWILL B.E !i~T AT FULL RAT• 

DOM£ST IC FOR&:IGN 
FULL RATE FULL RATE 

DAY LETTER COE RATE 

NIGHT LETTER URGENT 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

RESERVATION NIGKT I.ETTER 

TOUR-RATE SHIP RADIO 

CHARGIC 
ACCOUH1" 
NUMHft 
CASN MQ. ,T~ 

CHECK 

TtMEF'llEO ·• (STA.HDAftD TIMI> 

Fonn 2-0 
Send the fol/owing message, sub/ect to th• Company's n,les, regulation., anti rate., set forth In IU tariffs anti on file with regulatory authorities 

1lq 15, 1945 

H G 
OLDREG~, 

ILT 
EB KA 

1DE. 

AT 'l'HIS T ·• 



CLASS OF SER VICE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable 
gram unless its de, 
ferred character is In 
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre 
ceding the address. 

WESTERN"" 
UNION 1381 

A. N. WILLIAMS 
PRESID~NT 

SYMBOLS 

DL-Day Leeeer 

LC =Deferred Cable 

NL T-Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters ia STANDARD TIME at noint of orizin. 'I'ime nf rAooint i• ATA N'DARD TIME at point of destination 

VB 14 28= HOLDREGE NEBR MAY 14 1945 1001A 
794c.; MAY 14 AM I I 4 I 

·SENATOR KENNETH F WHERRY= 

VERY MUCH DESIRE YOU TO SPEAK HERE AT JOINT KIWANIS AND 
ROTARY MEETING EITHER NOON MAY 25TH OR 26TH WILL BE GREATLY 
DISAPPOINTED IF NOT ACCEPTED PLEASE CONFIRM= 

HOMER G HAMILTQN~ 

25 26TH-., 

THT~ COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



EUROPEAN TRIP 
CHARGE TO THE ACCO NT OF -- - . 

CHECK SERVICE DESIRED OTHERWISE 
MESSAGE WILi. BE SENT AT P'UI..L RA.TC 

OOMESTIC FOREIGH 
FULL RATE FULL RATE 

DAY LETTER COE RATE 

NIGHT LETTER' URGENT 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

RESERVATION NIGHT LETTER 
TOUR-RATE SHIP RADIO 

CHARGE 
ACCOUNT 
.. uMan 
CASH- TOU.S 

CHECK 

(STANDARD TIMfl: 

Form 2-C 
Send the following message, sul,fecl to thfl Company's roles, re1111iat1oru and raJu .ut'/orth In Its tariffs and on file with rellfllatory authorities 

·. ~17,1945. 

SO· : Y 0TH •. COf, TO AC T. 

KSW:vvc-2 



This is a fu ll-rate 
Telegram or Cable 
gram unless its de, 
ferred character is in 
dicated by a suitable 
sym bol above-or pre 
ceding the address. 

WESTERN•w• 
UNIOl4;3:, 

A. N. WILLIAMS 
PRESIDENT 

SYMBOLS 

DL=-Dav Letter 

NL-Night Letter 

LC"" Deferred Cable 

NL T =-Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

.1B 140 60=V✓UX MORR! LL HEBR 17 1013A 

SENATOR KENNETH WHERRY= 
SENATE 

1945 MAY j7 PM 1 

THE MITCHELL AMERICAN LEGION POST CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO 
GIVE THE MEMORIAL DAY ADDRESS WEDNESDAY MORNING MAY 30 AT 
FOREST L AWN CE METE RY 1•• S E VE RA L HU t1l DRE D PE OP L E W I LL B E 
PRESENT~ WE WILL RE GLAD TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
TRANSPORTATION EITHER BY AIR OR MOTOR CAR TO MAKE ANY 
FEASIBLE CONMECTION FOLLOWING CEMETERY-i• PLEASE WIRE f\JJE 

vOLLECT ADVISING IF YOU CAN ACCEPT INVITATION= 
:JOHN R JI RDOH·, 

-~Q;, 
• .,,, • t 

THE COMPAl{Y WILL APPRECIATE<---·_ ·JONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONOERNING ITS SERVICE 



1 European Trip 
CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF 

CHECK SERVICE DESIRED OTHERWISE 
MESSAG~ WILL B.E SENT AT FULL RATE 

DOMESTIC FOREIGN 
FULL RATE FULL RATE 

OAY LETTER COE RATE 

NIGHT LETTER URGENT 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

RESERVATION NIGHT LETTER 

TOUR-RATE SHIP RADIO 

CHARGE 
ACCOUNT 
NUM8Elt 

CASHNO. 1= 
CHECK 

1'1M£FU.£D (S1'ANDARO TIMO 

Form 2-0 
Send the following mes.rage, .rut,/ect to th• Company's rule.t, regutatlon.t on4 rates s,et forth In Its tariffs and on file with regulatory authorltle.r 

IS!l J,,. 

• 

KS'rvv 

,. 
,., 



WJAG 
THE NORFOLK DAILY NEWS NORFOLK.NEBRASKA 

May 14., 1945. 

Hon Kenneth s. Wherry, 
Senate Office Bldg., 
ifashington., D. C. 

Dear Kenneth: 

I notice your Nebraska speaking schedule 
does not include Norfolk. If you could come 
this way on your way back and talk over WJAG· 
we could give you a large audience. 

Sincerely 

RA~AT 

By Art Tb.omas, Mgr. 

AT.g 

tJ[ WJAG is one of the oldest radio stations in the west. Has a 
large, loyal and responsive audience in 22 counties in northeast 
Nebraska in which there are 267,000 people, 35,000 farms and 
54,000 radio families. A survey by the Federal Communications 
Commission shows WJAG is the favorite station in its territory, 
Norfolk is 93 miles northwest of Omaha, 95 miles north of Lln 
coin, 61 miles west of Sioux City and 58 miles south of Yankton. 
You can reach more people in northeast Nebraska for less money 
over WJAG than through any other single medium. 



WHERRY INVITATION REDRETS ~ ~ 

CC(Q)PY 
y 16,. l.945 

Kr. B. E. Reg 1, outive Dir ctor 
Rat il Fa.m1t re J.s •n or Baltimor • Inc 
12 et dison Street 
B tirn 11 , ry 

Dear r. Hg ~t 

Upon y r turn I found ur letter of April 26th 

invitin to to your group n June 5th. I a sorry 

that I cannot ccept for the re on th t I 

• tor Nebra 

trip. 

on 

Thanking you .for your thougbtfuln 

l ving thi 

in xt nd1ng 

th invitation and hoping that I y have th pl ure r b ing 

with you at o later dat , I 1n 

Sincerely yours 

lfaTt'C-2 

; 



WHERRY PERSONAL - Invitation to Spi}ak 

April 28, 1945 

r. n. s. Hegel, ExecutiT Director 
h •Lai,l .,ut'nil.w.·\; .:;s•n. of ltimore, Inc. 
l~ .,e.,t, "auison Str et 
L l Imore 1, cy land 

L ar r. H ~el:. 

As soon a h 
•in it tion or him to 
to is attention. 

Senator . herry is overse s 
have · y,ro.1,pt reply, 

oi ·pril ~6, 194;. 

sl1all c 1 your- 
) Our group Juno 5, 

Th ,:)onator, I kno ,, 
tho ghtfuln1a:a'• 

ill appreciat~ your 

Thanki you for h m, I in 

incorol your 
I 

Fr erick h. · genec, Secret ry to 
Sonator Kenneth • ''.harry 

\ 
I 
i 



Telephone VErnon 
4108 
4i09 

* RETAIL FURNITURE. ASSOCIATION OF BALTIMORE. INC. 
Alperstein Dept. Store 
Baker's Furniture Co. 
lse e c Benesch & Sons 

· Berlin & Lewis 
Bernstein Furn. Co. 
Four Besche Bros. 
Blum's Dept. Store 
Bugotch Furn. Store 
Checket &· Co. 
H. W. Checket & Co. 
Feldmon's Dept. Store 
The Fink Co. 
Charles Fish & Co. 
Floshmon Co. 
Frodkin Bros. 
Gassinger Bros. 
Gomprecht & Benesch 
Goodwin & Irwin 
Grond Rapids Furri.-Co. 
Louis Hex & Sons 
Hecht Bros. 
Hecht's Modern House 
Howard Furniture Co. 
Hub Furniture Co. 
Moses Kahn & Sons 
Wm. Kaufman & Co. 
M. S. Kirsch Furn, Co. 
Kister & Berends 
Kobsa Furniture Co. 
Kovens Furniture Co. 
Krastell Furniture Co. 
Labovitz Dept. Stores 
Laurel Furn. Co. 

Laurel 
Levenson & Klein 
H. Levin & Sons 
Littlepage's 
Little Potts 
Massey's 
Mayer's Dept. Store 
Meyers & Berkson 

Hagerstown 
Minch & Eisenbrey 
Nathan's Furn. Stores 
Cembridqe 

Oriole Dept. Store 
Pollack's 
Public Service Co. 
Reisinger-Siehler Co. 
H, Sandler Furn. Co. 
Sendlsr's 
Geo. Schapiro & Sons 
M. Shaivitz & Sons 
Sam Shaivitz Co. 
Shevitz Furn. Co, 
Shofer's Furn. Co. 
A. Sindler Furn, Co. 
Stafford & Bros, 
A, V. Taylor Co. 
I. H. Taylor Co. 

Ellicott City 
B. Tiefenbrun & Son 
Wm. Weiland & Co. 
H. Weis & ·Son 
Western Furn. Co. 
Geo. Woelfel Corp. 

❖ Baltimcr'e - I, jv\ar'yland 

April 26, 1945 

Senator K. D. Wherry 
Senator from Nebraska 
Senate Office-Building 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Senator: 

We realize that for the next few weeks you wi~l be 
considerably occupied with an inspection trip of German prison 
camps, and that anyway, your time is always at a premium, since 
our previous invitations have been unavailing. 

However, since you have not addressed a meeting in 
Baltimore in recent years, we again extend to you a most cordial 
invitation to speak at a large dinner of the furniture trade of 
the State of Maryland that we are having in Baltimore, Tuesday 
night, June 5th in the Ballroom of the Stafford Hotel. Approx 
imately 200 leaders in the furniture field will be there. 

The subject would, of course, be of your own choosing, 
whether concerning Gennan atrocities, small business, or some 
phase of current government activity. Our members, who have 
heard you at the Chicago Furniture Market and who are following 
your activities on behalf of small business, have been most 
urgent that we secure your utmost consideration. It will indeed 
be appreciated. 

cutive Director 
ON OF BALTIMORE, INC. 

R 
H 
1 
b 

P. s. If you wish a radio hook-up could be arranged. 

RAY HEGEL 
Executive Di rector 

'\ 



\ OVERSEAS TRIP 

y 16, l9L.,5 

Th E' on. . ircil I lloon 
District Court 
Fall~ City, Nebr k 

D r c.Tudget 

to doubt by thi t •• yo kno that I ball 

b in Nebraska. I hop it ill be po mibl& to you 

t one of thes e ting , so I will not tak th t to 

g1 e 7ou the det l of y trip. 

I ruahin to get ryt,hing out of th 1 

b rore 1 ving. 

I looking to rd to e in you. th kind st 

pereonal reg rds, I 

Vi ry truly your• 

.u'lff S. RY 

JCS, tVVC-2 



]
1~~'.~,~o~!~ o, "'"AS" 

VIRGIL FALLOON, JUDGE 

f ALLS CITY,NEBRASKA 

.JOHNSON, NEMAHA, PAWNEE AND 

RICHARDSON COUNTIES 

Hon. Kenneth s. Wherry, 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear 5enator:- 

I have seen pictures, movies, newspapers articles and 
heard the various commen~ators on the atrocities of the German prison 
and conecntration camps. I would be pleased to get your reaction as 
to what you saw on your trip. , , I know you will obtain the correct dope 
and pull no punches. 

I know I am aroulhd wheN-,I can, find oirt J.r(hat people ar~ 
thinking and saying and I believe the vast#majority wants no soft 
peace te:r'Ii}s. This sob-sister stuff must be out this time. They 
beliege that mankind ought to be smart and forward looking enough 
this time that some sort of an organization or understanding is 
forthcoming that we can have peace in this world in the future. It 
is the uppermost in the universal mind and what all in governmental 
places, should see is worked out. Other problems can wait this most 
pressing solution. 

Some time when you have time, let me hear from .. you, 
concerning the above. 

Was in your home town yesterday. Not much excitement 
but they had some hail with a starm the night before. 



\ EUROPEAN TRIP 
CHARGE TO THE ACC~UNT 

CHECK SERVICE DESIRED OTHERWISE 
MESSAGE WILL BE ,!l.ENT AT FU~L RA.TC 

OOM£ST1C FOR£1GN 

FULL RATE FUU. RATE 

DAY LETTER COE RATE 

NIGHT LETTER URGENT 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

RESERVATION NIGHT l.ETTER. 

TOUR-RATE SHIP RADIO 

CHARG& 
A~ 
NUM■EII 
CASH.NO, 1~ 

CHECI< 

TtMEF1LEO (STAHIMRO TIME) 

Form2-0 
Send the following message, sut>fect to the Company's rules, regulations and rates set forlh In lt1 tariffs and on file with regulatory authorities 

717, 194.5 
) 

.J. 
1 ~ 

ORR'Y 

RT O I, 

CC1N •.CTI s. I COULD 

K N .TH • 

KSW:'ric-2 



J. vv. HANKS 
Rushville, Nebraska 

May 14-, 194-5 

The Honorable Kenneth 8. Wherry, 
United States Senate, 
Washington, D. O. 

My dear Friend Kenneth: 

We, here in Rushville, have read in 
our Sunday World-Hearld about the speaking tour you 
have planned for the State of NebrasJa, starting at 
Omaha May 22nd. 

I have received several telephone calls this morning, 
as well as being ask on the streets to-day, that I 
get in touch with you to see if plans could be made 
for you to speak here in Rushville, the County Seat 
of Sheridan County. 

I am sure you realize you have many real friends here, 
and in the County as well, and of course we are all 
wanting to hear your own words regarding the Nazi Prison 
Camp Atrocities you have recently wittnessed. 
Due to the gas rationing it will be impossible for many 
to go to Alliance when you speak there. 

I will appreciate hearing from you at your earliest 
convenience Kenneth, and if you can possibly see 
your way clear to qome to Rushville I will make plans 
for a building for you when you come. 

Sincerely, 



CHARGE TOTH 

1 · 
DOMESTIC 

FULL RATE FULL RATE 

DAY LETTER COE RATE 

NIGHT LETTER URGENT 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

'RESERVATION. NIGKT LETTER 
TOVR•RATE $HI!' RADIO 

CHAflOE -· NUM■Elt 
CASH 1IO. I TOUS 

Ct<ECK 

TIMEFILEO (STAN~RO TIME) 

Form2-0 
Send the following musasre, ,ubfect to th• Company's ndes, regulation., and ralu ,et forth In Its tariffs and on file with relfUlatory authorities 

I' 16,. 1945 

f l s .. 

KSWsvvo-2 



+ SAFETY 

OFFIOERS 
PRBBIDBNT 

W. T. CARROLL 
FIRST V10»-PRBBIDENT 
CARL SNAVELY 

S•ooND VrnE-PBEsmEN-.r 
ROBERT 'L, ADAMS 
THmn V10E-PRBsmNNT 

B. E. YAUCK 

BELLEVUE CLUB 
l O 4 3 

BELLEVUE. NEBR. 

May 14, 1945 

OFFICERS 
SECitB't'AUY - '"l'nEA suru:1~ 

SHERMAN R. HANSON 
LION TA..'1ER 

MELVIN E. JOHNSON 
TAIL 'l'w1snm 

DR. CHARLES GILL 

DIR,EC'tORS 
E.uu. E. RossER 
DAVE GrumN'IVALD 

C. 0. STtnKJ< 
D». BB·rz 

The Honorable Kenneth Wherry 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Senator Wherry: 

It has ,just been brought to my attention th~t you intend to 

make a ten-day speaking tour.of the state of Nebraska in the near future. 

We are having the Charter Night Program of a newly-organized 

Lions Club in the city of Bellevue on ,Tune 5th at 6:30 P.M. We would be most 

happy to have you attend the dinner and partake in our program with a discussion 

of your recent trip to Europe. Approximately three hundred people from Bellevue 

and the surrounding territory are expected to attend. 

We would appreciate your letting us know, at your earliest 

convenience, whether or not you desire to attend. 

Respectfully yours, 

cws :ws 



j EUROPEAN TRIP 
CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF 

CHECK SERVICE DESIRED OTHERWISC 
MESSAGE WILL BE SENT AT FULL RATK 

DOMESTIC ,UREIGN 

FULL RATE FUU. RATE 

DAY LETTER COE RATE 

NIGHT LETTER URGENT 

SERIAi. OEFERREO 

RESERVATION NIGKT t..e::ITER 
TOUR-RATE SHIP RADIO 

CHARGI? 
,_CCOUHT 
HUMBER 

CASH ffO. 1= 
CHECt< 

TIMEFll.£0 (STANDARD TIM£> 

Form 2-C 
Send the fotlowln,r me.t.ta11e, ml,fect to the Company'1 rules, regulation., and rate, set forth In lt.r torllf, and on file with regulatory authorities 

• 

• 

KS avvc-2 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Robert Downing 
Minor P. Baird 

Ray Linn 
E. I. Sheets 

Paul Schmeling 
A. R. Montgomery 

8Ul)BRIOR eHAMBBR OJf 
J. R. CAMPBELL, President E. C. WASHINGTON, Secretary 

SUPERIOR, NEBRASKA 
May I5th,45 

Senator Kenneth S Wherry, 
u.s.senate, 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Senator: 
A number of Superior business men have callled me after 

reading the Lincoln State Journal where it tells of your returning 
to Nebraska after May 21st. 

According to the paper you will make talks at Omaha, 
Lincoln, Grand Island and Hastings, Would i t~possible for you to 
visit Superior on this trip,we feel that we couJd fill our auditorium 
and the people of this community would certainly appreciate it if 
you could arrange to come. 

If you can arrange this stop,please give us the date 
and time of day that you could be here and we will do the rest. 

we remain, 
Hoping to have a favorable reply by return mail or wire, 

. You:'~_- ~ru~y! -4-- r; -<c -~' 
Sec'y Superior Chamber of Commerce 



*----- ·--' 
FORWARD 

~~-C£am6et o-i Co-muutce 
GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA 

116 W . .SECOND .ST. 

Senator Kenneth S. Wherry 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Kenneth: 

May 14, 1945 

/ 
L--..___ 

Kindly find herewith inclosed a little clipping from the Grand Island 11In 
dependerrt" of May 12th relative to a speaking tour which you are going to 
make in this territory and scheduled for Grand Island on May 24th. 

Arch Jarrell visited me this morning for a few minutes and stated that he 
had a 1phone call from Mr. Wagner asking him to locate a hall for you to 
speak in. He stated the evening of May 24th they were putting on the 
Premiere for the 7th War Bond Drive which is to be he din the Capitol 
Theatre and thought you might speak a 1i ttle early, say 7: 30. Knowing 
that George Winters, Manager of the 11Independent11, is Chairman and that 
it required anybody that would attend the Premiere to purchase a war bond, 
I told him I didn't want to express myself re ative to the matter and he 
had better get in touch vnth Mr. Wagner who had talked to him because it 
would not look very democratic to me to require a person to buy a wa:r bond 
in order to get into the Capitol. However, if you think otherwise or Mr. 
Wagner does, it is okay with me. The other proposition he said was the 
Methodist church which had a good seating capacity and I voiced the thought 
that it should be a public hall andnot any demonination affair. 

The first thing Arch said to me was the Wagner had called him over the 
1phone Saturday and asked him to make the arrangments and the first thing 
he asked me was whether the Chamber of Commerce would put up $25 to rent 
the Liederkranz. It appears to me that due to the fact this bond proposi 
tion is handled by the 11Independent11 set up, the contact we,s not so good 
for that reason. I asked him if Wagner might not book you for Saturd8iY' 
night in Grand Island. He stated he would call Wagner and find out just 
what he wanted to do and let me know later. It is now late· in the after 
noon and have not heard from Arch. He evidently is having some trouble 
in locating Mr. Wagner. 

Not having any information whatever on the subject, I am rather reluctant 
in writing you regarding i;pe matter and bothering you as you have enough 
to do vnthout such little trifles as this to consider. However, I didn1t 
want the thing to go flat. Jimmie Webb called me over the 'phone and wanted 

GRAND * ISLAND 
Nehraska's Third Ctty 

TELEPHONE 975 

GEOGRAPHIC CENTER OF THE UNITED STATES AND SO DESIGNATED BY THE LOCATING OF THE 
UNITED STATES RADIO MONITORING STATION -- "TI-IE NATIONAL POLICEMAN OF THE AIR" 



Senator Kenneth S. Wherry -2- May 14, 1945 

t~ know what I had heard regarding your coming out. B:l noted the article 
in the 11Independent11• You know it goes without saying that you can always 
depend on us in fair or bad weather and our only hope is for your full suc 
cess. What do you want me to do7 Have you made your arrangmments for com 
ing from Lincoln to Grand Island or Kearney or going to Hastings or whatnot? 
We are, of course, expecting you to stay with us while you are in the City. 
I don't want to be disappointed in that. 

With kindest personal regards, 

Very truly yours 

E. ~ • ~ 
EPR:kd.m 



1 - WHERRY-PERSONAL 

./ CLASS OF ~iRVICE DESlfltsD , WESTERN ,/ CHECK DOMESTIC CABLE 1206 
TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
ACCOUNTING INFORMATION LETTER RATE 

SERIAL DEFERRED UNI ON NIGHT NIG~t'rrER LffiER 
TIME FILED Patrons ahouJd check cl3SI o( service 

de.ired: otherwise the mcss:1,ge will be 
u-ansmitted a. A telegram or A, N. WILLIAMS "'\ ordinary cablegram, PRESIDENT 

Send the following telegram, subject lo the terms on bacl/. hereof, which are hereby agreed lo 
FOR VICTORY 

BUY 
1·15. l 5 WAR BONDS 

' TODAY 

, SI C , LI OL AIR 

23 D • 

Wlbe-2 ,TH S. . Rf 



1 - WHERRY-INVITATION 

Ch t h aree o t e account o XJmi' Jr:1J,I ,. . }_!)RRJ N·r1c a.· ' .. . 1 CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED \. WESTERN 1206 ..I CHECK ' DOMESTIC CABLE 

TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
LITTER RATE ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

SERIAL DEFERRED UNI ON NIGHT NIGHT 
LITTER LmER 

Patrons should check class of service TIME FILEO 
d9red; olhfflm8 the message will be 

A. N. WILLIAMS tran,mlttoo as a telegr.im or , ordinary cabl(!R'r.i.m. PRESIDENT 

Sa,,l the fo/lewlnfl telearam, subject to the terma on back hereof, which are hereby agreed lo 
FOR VICTORY ~ 

BUY 
f\T 1945 WAR BONDS 

TODAY 

$ 

l • 
lh -"" 



Cl'.ASs Cl' SERVICE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable 
gram unless its de 
ferred character is In 
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre 
ceding the address. 

' WESTERN 
VNION11n 

A. N. WILLIAMS 
PRESIDENT 

1201 
SYMBOLS 

DL=Day Letter 

Nl=Nightleu« 

LC-Deferred Cable 

NL T =Cable Nigh< Leeeee 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing. time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TI_ME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point ol destination 

WA135 23=CRETE NEBR 16 1158A 
HONORABLE VENNETH H WHERRY~ 

SEN ATE CII Ai'.1BE R= · 

CRETE ROTARY ~OULD APPRECIAT~ IT VERY MUCH 
S~EAKER WEDNESDAY MAY 23RD AT 6 OCLOC~ - 

BE THE 
WILL APPREClATE AN 

IF YOU COULD 

("') 
(J 

ANS \VE n= 
G E DI\ RR I NG TO 1'J -. 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVIOE 



SPEECH INVITATION - Wherry 8'Y'.J ~ 
CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT 

CHECK SliRVICE OEStRED OTHERWISE 
MESSAGE WILL Bf;: SENT AT FULL RATC 

DOMESTIC FOREIGN 
FULL RATE FUU. RATE 

DAY LETTER COE RATE 

NIGHT LETTER URGENT 

SERIAL DEFERR'ED 

RESERVATION NIGHT LE1TER 

TOUR-RATE SHIP RADIO 

CHA"OC 
ACCOUNT 
NUMBCR 

CASH- I TOtU 
CHECK 

TfMEf'ILEO (STANCMRO TIMI) 

.. Form 2-0 
Send the fotlowlng mes.u,ge, mbfect to the Company's roles, regutation.t andratu set forlh In Its tm-lffs and on file with regulatory authorltlu 

00 BELL, >ID 
BASTING LI NS CLUB 
HASTINGS, 

PB YO 

15,l;/ 
D I PEAK I HASTINGS. 

• 

KSWavvc-2 



SPEECH INVITATION - WHERRY 

I, 1 30, l9l 

Iuistin 
tin 

co. en .. ti 
0 

C!inc rely 

C. H.- , A r.,· 
ry to S. AT R ·JmY 

:r 



8Y THE SENDER OF THIS 
MESSAGE, PLEASE GIVE 
"C'.' TO THE MESSENGER 

TELEPHONE IT TO 

WESTERN 
UNION 

1220 SYMBOLS 

A. N. WILLIAMS 
PRESIDENT 

DL-Day Letter 

NL-Night Letter 

LC= Deferred Cable 

NL T-Cable Ntaht Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

me tiling time-•----·. ·• date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

AA 1 2 
A WMA4 6 2 NL PD =HASTINGS NEBR 29 
SENATOR KENNETH WHERRY= 

SENATE CHAMBERS WASHDC~ 
- 

DEAR SENATOR WHERRY: .THE HASTINGS L10N1S CLUB PLEASED-TO-NOTE 
• I ' 

THE COMPLIMENTARY RECOGNITION AS EVIDENCED BY CONGRESS IN 
'· ' 

SEND ING YOU TO EUROPE TO INVEST !GATE GERMAN WAR ATROC IT irs, . 
MAY WE PRESUME TO ASK YOU TO ADDRESS ANY TUESDAY NOON MEETING . ' 
SPONSORED BY THE HASTINGS LION'S CLUB AT THE CLARKE HOTEL WHEN . ' 

YOU RETURN TO NEB RASKA. UPON TH IS 0';CAS ION WE WOULD INV tTE THE , 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND ALL THE SERVICE CLUBS TO ATTEND. IN 
OUR OPINION YOU ARE ESTABLISHING AN ENVIABLE RECORD IN THE 

j ~ \ ' 

SENATE. KINDLY ACKNOWLEDGE. VERY SINCERELY YOURS= 
I • 

DON BELL PRESiDENT HASTINGS LIONS CLUB HASTINGS 

NEB RASKA • 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



TRIP 

May 18, 1945 

,1r. A. T. Howard 
Scott$bluff, Nebraska 

I am rushing to try to lea e for N bra ka this 
afternoon 'but nted you to kno that I deeply appr' ciate your 
offer t.o see that I am taken care of in Scottsbluff. I 
hardly know what to tell you a I do not know l'lhat plans are 
being made and I have pranised Sidney, Nebraska to be there 
on the .,0th ~ich \'8.5 not on my ~chedule. 

Anythin~ that can b ,orkod out will be a~preciated. 
Looking forward to eeing both you nd , I remain 

Sincerely yours 

.IERRY 





1 - WHERRY-INVITATION 

I,._ 

18,196 

i ar Olaud•t 

l want o than 7ou tor your 1 vitation o epeak 
to be ho county au.di net. 

1 ould 11 er., moh to do thh but 
that I h :ve made an Uln ry \ t t 

t1 lnolud1n a up to th• 4th or Ju.nt, 
t n ba up tor de ate in th Unltad tat• 
th O A r erus1 Ao, d Reoiproc Trad• 
and I will ya to b k her than. 

I think w had et r l t the · tt r et d 
u tll I et ho an 1 will a• 1 u hen. 

t-ely 

S &ha D 'r s. RRT 





. I 



l - WHERRY-INVITATIONS 

/ 

Mr. Cl nd R 1nol 
Prine ifal. Ju ior 
F irbu.ry, e'bra kn 

Dear r. Re 1olds: 

School 

I am ru h·ng trying o gt out for e eka 
today but~ v.9.11t you to knov th t l Jut receiT d 
your note about 1 tri. 

1 only with I a~uld t ti t make l of 
tba town that h~ invited J q have to 
oancel out before I co~plete th one I hav alreedT 
achadul d ina mu.oh there 1st, lk of tho Roeiproo l 
Tr de Agreement and O!>A comt bof'ore th Sana.te soon. 

l do want you to know th t I appr.ed. te your 
letter nd nothing wo ln lea&e .e more than to t 
into ood ol Jeff raon County. I do expect to b t 
into the to'ilns on next tri vhich l d1d not include 
on thi it&nerar1. 



f airbury Public Schools 
DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION 

CLAUDE REYNOLDS, COORDINATOR 

FAIRBURY, NEBRASKA 

May 16,1945 

Sena tor V.'herry 
·ashington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

The Omaha v.orld Herald published a list of the towns 

of Nebraska wbeteyou were to talk and we regret that Fairbury 

is not listed on your itinerary. 

If at all possible, I know that the good old 

Republican county, called Jefferson would be glad to welcome 

you any time of day for a talk about your latest trip and your 

ideas on present day events. 

Yours 

laude Reyno ds 
Principal Junior High School 



1 - WHE RRY-I+~VITATION 

Charge to the account oJ DJJNE!R WBERRY OFFICIAL, 
,,/ CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED \. WESTERN 1206 CHECK ' DOMESTIC CABLE 

TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
ACCOUNTING INFORMATION LETTER RATE 

UNI ON I 
SERIAL DEFERRED 

NIGHT NIGHT 
LETTER LETTER. 

TIME FILED Patrons should check cl3SS of service 
deeired; otherwise the message will be 

A. N, WILLIAMS transmitted ae n telegram or \ PRESIDENT ordinary cablegram. 

Send the following telegram, subject to the term, on back hereof, which are hereby agreed lo 
FOR VICTORY , 

BUY 
KAY 18, 1946 WAR BONDS 

TODAY . 

$, _ 

MR. J)RllES'l' BUJ'J'.Eft 
Bn"'DTT & SOJT 
50·15 UBD.lmWOOD AVllllUJll 
OMAHA, Nl!l.BRASU. 

WILL ONLY BE. IN OMAHA A SHORT WHILE '.l'UESDAY .AFTl'JlUfOON. MY ITINERARY IS TBA! 

I WILL :BE AT TIOJ CH.AMm!R OF COMMERCE. COULD YOU MEE! ME THBRE. 
/ 

KSW:ha XEBNETH s. WHERRY 

.. 



Cl.A SS OF SERVI CE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable 
gram unless its ·de 
ferred· character is in 
dicated by a suitab 
symbol above or pr - 
ceding the address. 

STERN"" NION (]]) 
SYMBOLS 

DL=Day Letter 

NL=Nighc Lener 

LC= Deferred Cable 

PRESIDENT ,, 

NL T =Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time shown in the date line on -telegrams and day letters is .STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

\'J/\61 15==0L1AHA NEBR 18 1007A 

HON l(E MNE TH \'/HERRY= 
PL DC'= ,.J ...:t 

:r1i:-[1'Br-R•0 OF ,, .., ,I ,_ \0 Pl DU S T RY. V/ I LL 
\-'/ r T H y O u [1J E )( T T u E s D I\ y I< I I'! DL y /\ D V r s E = 

-ERNEST DUFFETT .. 

191;:; · 1· ,'I 1·8 "" . Ai\1 11 

APP REC I /\TE 

THE COMPANY :WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 





\ EUROPEAN TRIP 

y 18, 1941> 

• Lynn, D. Button 
Hutton and1Mut1ng 
or folk, N b~ lea 

r Lynn• 

I :rushing trying to 1 vo for ebr ka 
this afternoon but want d you to know I hav reoeiv your 
not and 1'hile I ertainly "WOuld have likfd to v includ d 
Norfolk, it i ju t 1mpo ible to rnak v t t t t I 
1hould make. 

I y hav to o ncol out •o~e or the enga m nta 
I have already d if th vot on th OPA or e Reciproc 
Tr e Tr aty co e up while I 1n bt ka1 as If l I ust 
retum for these vote. 

I ry tired and would • lil<ed to ve 
reet d a few days at awe City b for r tuming but it 
c rt inly looks like no ohan for thi at thi t e. 

I will try to include or.folk n y next trip 
out. 

1th kind st per•onal re rd , I re in 

Sinoer ly your 

KS ITY0-2 



LYNN D, HUTTON 

HUTTON ana MUETING 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

BISHOP BLOCK 

NORFOLK.NEBRASKA 

May 15, 1945 

Hon. Kenneth S. Wherry, 
United States Senator from Nebraska, 
u. s. Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Senator: 

I note from the Omaha World Herald that you 
plan to be in Nebraska the latter part of the 
month and to make several talks through South 
ern and Southeastern Nebraska. We are very 
greatly disappointed that your itinerary does 
not include Norfolk. Would there be any pos 
sibility of our ma.king arrangements for you to 
come up through this way? We will be delight 
ed to have you, and to make all arrangements for 
you if you wish to talk here in Norfolk. 

R. M. MUETING 

With kindest regards, 

ETING 

LDH:LF 



1 - ~HERRY-INVITATION 

J CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED \s WESTERN DOMESTIC CABLE 1206 CHECK ' . TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
LETTER RATE ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

SERIAL . DEFERRED UNI ON NIGHT NIGHT 
LETTER LETTER 

Patrons should check class or service TIME °FILEO 
desired; otherwise tho message will be 

transmitted ns a telegram or A, N, WILLIAMS 
ordinary: cablegmrn, PRESIDENT ""' Send the following telegram, 3ub}ect to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 
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TRIP ::. EU 110PEAN 

} r. Hulbert Ta.ft 
Cincinnati Ti .s-Star 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

D :.a 1. r " ft : 

Up n y return to l hine:ton, I found 

your letter of Jun 1, 1945• 

Pl as be ssured th t 1 n in Gem.any, 

I h 1.rd nothing o~ the ty,-~hus story, so T c~n~ot 

· be V1.Jl' hcl·~:u.l to · ou ir. thi 1 ..,t ·• 

At ey ~at I alpr oi te your r'iting 

Sincerely 

KI,tNE.1. S. HERRY 

KS, :f-1 



CINCINNATI TIME~-STAR 
HULBERT TAFT 

1, 1945 

Senator Kenneth S. Wherry 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear sena .. tor Wherry: 

/) 
\ ~' 

l...... rf-JY 
':.--,<';,/- ,..._ \) ... 

~1.,,.~ : ,.' ·c, . 
""-·· ' \'f.,,., / ~-11,v-' ,· 
.. , J,.• Y.:' /,, ; l; 

•e;.£ -.:·· ,..i ~. f "'·):: °"' ...• ~ ·-·" l 
t:"'rJ:..i ..... :/". '\.'( /\/ ,/'/ 

'·""" _/ ,. . 
I am looking for information on what to me is quiter. \~ -' .. .)· 
an important subject. -, ·~t· 

From the beginning of this war, I was on the lookout 
for atrocity stories. I remembered what happened in ,. 
117 and '18 and expected something of the kind to be , \: 
tried again in World War II. ¥" 
There wasn't muhh for the first two or three years. 
Then we got the terrific outburst about the German 
concentration camps. I was doubtful about these for:, 
a long time but then the pictures and stories that I \ "·.\ 
came out of the camps seemed too strong to be disregarded. 

We had a letter from one of our readers the other day 
saying that a doctor friend of his had come back from 
Germany and had another explanation of the murder camps. 
He said that the real trouble there was not sadism on the 
part of the GerMans but an epidemic of typhus. He said 
that a desire to get rid of the disease was responsible 
for many of the things the Germans did. 

You went over to inspect the horror camps. I would be 
very grateful if you would let me have your opinion of 
the typhus story. Did you hear anything about it when 
you were in Germany? 

I hope I do not impose upon your good nature. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

HT:LY 



EUROPEAN TRIP 

"..~1.y 22, 1945 ./ 
✓' 

fr. F. '• r':1.ucr 
Jav 
Couth Tu'. ta 

ar r. Buer: 

.; 

1our lett o!' ::r.y 16, 1&4.5, j".ltt1.coived, 
c ~"' into the o If t ce ... t a t.i.nc hen ru.t.oi- .berr;r 
i"' in r.;f,bra::;! a ·~part·n; to the people o.f thE' ~ta.to 
on his "urop e n :ri:- to inve,ti • te condt td ons at 
th front and conditions xi sting tn co centration 
and ilit y nr l.aon c~ .p • 

However, ·r o tirni tnab e oul.d an you to 
have a iro.:ipt ack l.O /l.edgnerrt , I am dvi ina th1 t your 
colllI:lu.."1i:atlon will be ca l Lcd to hi.s • tientirm upon his 
r ,t n. It will no doubb ntcr .,, t you to know that 
th re we1•1_ tm:, · J"' of cG.. • Ther , s th 
olit c l _risoner o. war c p kno s th concentration 

ca.'71p. This cam wa Ints t.er-e by the ~,S d the 
Q st po. Some of thes ca s re stablished s rly 
as 193.J. Conditions were ju.st bout a r"'port d in 
these camps. The ilitary )ri oner of ar camps 
re und the control o. th Tohrmacht, or th Regu L r 

G n:iy; d the admin · tr tion in the e s 
aom t di.ffer-nt, h vin1 some e blance to th 

rul s • 

onclosinr eo~y of the Con~ressional 
port to · Joint Session of Co gres .. th se C 1pB. 

Sincer ly 

EDERICK H. AGE.~ 
Secret r:r to . ATOR ERRY 





= 
EUROPEAN TRIP 

24, 1945 

r. D:>nald • Logan 
P.O. Box 297 
Columbus, br 

De r • I.ogan s 

Your letter of 'ay 21, 1945, ju t cetv d1 
cam into th af.fice t time h S n tor rry 1. 
in N br k reporting to th peo 1 or th ... )t te on his 
Europe trip to inve ti t condition t th front and 
condition exi tin~ 1n concentr tion d ilitary prloon 
caps. 

H<m ver, 

Enclosed ple find copy of th 
Report to Congress on th Atei!eitie do r 
in Cone ntrati.on Cmnps in Germany. · 

Thank1n ator, I am 

Sincer l:y 

dition 

FF DERICK l. GENER 
Sec·· t ry to ~N TOR 'EID y 

F'm'T:f 





• 

t 

Don • vil OU 

by you of 
hie r rka c :t iod in the orld-H ra.ld, I hope tn t you 
ttend the 1ator's M ting and heard for your elf 

what h h d to ay • If you did he r h , I sur 
you found h fair in hi int rp ... tions ·or th situ t on 
and st ding squ e:cy, b ind tho United ,ar, Crim 
Commi s on d th United tton Re· r tion Coi ee. 

When th Sen tor return , your 1 t t r 
wlll b c lled to hi ttention. 

Sine r .ly 

F D1RICK t. AGE R 
er t y to SE. ATO , ,.,_,.,,.,, ,,.,.:y 

:f* 

. . 



5027 So.23 Street 
Oma ha ,Ne.braska 

TuJ:ay 11, 1945 

Sir: 

In a recent statement (as pub Lt shed in Lhe Or iaha World He r aLd ) 
you vouched f'o.r the har ro r and atr.ucities(with some mino • 
reservations) of the Genuan conc sn t r-a t Lori camps, but with this 
imp lica.tion \at least in this wr i ters interpr tat ion :'l'ha t j udgrae n t 
of the Ger" n pe cpLe as a whole sr.ou l.d be withheld until careful 
Lnv c s t i.g a t.Lon is ruad e of th r e spon e i b i l t ty for such a t r oc Lt Le e , 
n nd further, that Gernan S.S. guards and the Nazi party raerabe r a 
miGht have carried 0n tr~e s e ma s e mur-d ers •;ri t.hou t the knowledge of 
the Gerruan people a c a who l e , 

In the wr i t e r a cp i.n l on , nuc h statenent -:,1,s your s lends itself 
to, many interp re tR t Lor: s, such ,;i. s t'o.r Ln e t anc c, the interpretation 
that we must again hav o pity for the(poor?.)3-erman pe cp Le , thus 
permi ting Lan i.errt treatment, and prov im:ding ne-ms for t nem to 
prepare for another wa r , In the light of what we know to be 
fact11al Lnf'o rma t i on , the Gernan people as a who l e muc t be 
c onderme d , and t11.e S.S. and other lTazi. }1i...rty raembe r-s , arid their 
leaders, in pa'r t i c u La r , mu st be u: . .1.de to pay the full pe na Lf . 
You rauvt be kidding you self if you b e Li ev> th t the German 
people were ignorant of what went on in these camps .. 

In conclusion, such stateLlent as yours make mockery the sacrifice 
puid by all the p e o p Le e allied aga Ln a t Ger.many.It also leaves the 
writer be wi Ld e r od and angry. 

'r o ; ;ilenato,r Kenneth .S. Wherry 
; ashing ton ,D .C. 



REPORT ON INVESTIGATION OF POLITICAL AND M:rLITARY PRISON CAMPS. 

I. Summary of trip. 
) 

A. Travelled 13,709 miles, 74½ hours flying. Travelled over the 

Continent and to England 4,467 miles, 29 hours, 21 minutes flying 

time. 

B. Two kinds of camps. 

1. One was the political prisoner camp and 

The military prisoner camp. r 
3. My job is to give you a Report o, the Poli.ti cal Prisoner 

Camps, but I do want to say this: That the Militar~ P4ison 

2. 

Camps were operated in the main by the Wormacht, which is the regur A.rnry a:Rd wbi cl:1-ba,s;, i ccJuded, 4 a He 11tsmber§fl'~"'4ftb 

Joust, ta9 HI.QJ;'.8 :F!OPlllal, tl:.i nki Pg cJ,as:.Ji-,Qf-'-e:Pma.B pE.L!Op!T3 • Of 

course, it is true that during the last three or four months, 

when Germany was being whipped and they were closing in on 

their lines that there was considerable disorder and lack of 

food, yet the military prisoners were treated with a semblance 

of the Geneva rules. 

I questioned scores of our boys who were mili'tary prisoners. 

Most of them looked i:retty good physically and in response to 

the question _"How were you treated in your military prisons", 

would say, "Oh, not too good and not too bad. Our worst trouble 

was that in the past three or four months we did not get 
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II. 

enough to eat and if it ha.d not been for our Red Cross 

packages we would have been in pretty bad shape. 

The reason I mention this is that I think there is a marked 

distinction between the treatment given the military 

prisoners and the treatment given to the political prisoners, 

in prison camps operated by the SS and the Gestapo. 

'!he political prisoners camp, in r ea li ty, was a camp where 

people were sent to be exterminated sooner or late by a 

devised and a designed program that was carried out not onzy 

Buchenwald but in the other camps that we visited. 
Tuesday April 24th 
Trip to Weimar - Buchenwald. 

K. Weimar is 422 miles northeast of France, about 110 miles southwest 

of Berlin and when there were about 45 miles from the front. We 

landed there at 12 :15 and were the guests of Brig. Gen. Frank A. 

Allen, Jr. We were shown around the Camp by Colonel W. C. 

Babcock. We ate at the Kaeserine - Augusta. 

B. The town had just recently been liberated. When we landed at the 

airfield at Weimar, C-47's were bringing in supplies and taking out 

liberated prisoners. Most of them were British but some of them 

were our boys. We got a close-up look at them and also had an 

interview with some of them just as they were li bented from the 

military prison camps. 

C. After lunch we drove to Buchenwald which is out a few miles from 

Weirrar. It is a concentration camp that has been in operation 
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since 1933, and it has been estimated that as many as from 51,000 

to the estimate of General Wood of 76,000 lost their lives in this 

camp. 

D. ffl:ien we a rr-Ived on the scene, there were approximately 20 ,ooo surviving 

prisoners in the camp. They included French, Poltsh, Hungarians 

Russinas, Dutch, Belgians, Austrains, Italians, Czechs, Germans, 

anti-Franco Spanish and miscellaneous.· 

E. One of the notable prisoners of this cam:p was Commandant Rene 

L1Hopital, ADC to Manshal Foch. He accompanied General Wood to the 

plant a couple of days before we got there. He also addressed 

the Congressional Delegation a few days later at W~~1. 

The inmates in Buchenwald consisted of four types of prisoners. 

1. The ones who wore the red triangle were designated as 

po+itical prisoners. 

2. The group that wore the green triangle were designated as habitual 

criminals. 

3. The prison f:r s that wore the black triangle were designated 

as 11I won't work II prisoners 1~ 

4. And the ones who wore the rose triangle were classified as 

conscientious and religious objectors. 

The treatment in the over-all picture of this camp was to the effect 

that the Russians and the Jews received the worst treatment of all. 

F. The mission of the Camp. 

It has been defined as an extermination factory. The means of extermina 

tion included starvation, complicated by hard work, abuse, beatings 
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tortures, incredibly crowded sleeping conditions, causing sickness, 

espe cl ally typh~s which was rampant in the camp and dysentery and 

tuberculosis·. 

By these means tens_of thousands of leading personnel against 

Nazism were e~erminated. 
I' 

There also was the execution bTuock where people were shot. There was 

a chamber in which the prisoners were hung and there were the gas 

chambers in some of the ~ps;. There were also the crematories 

that disposed of the bodies after death occurred. 

G. '!!he crowded condi't,ions of the camp. 

We visited one make shift building approximately 50 yards long 

that had two tiers of decks on either side. Each tier was about 

5 feet wide. In this three prisoners had to sleep. There were 2300 

in one building and 1395 in another. 

As our group passed through this building, we saw prisoners who were 

so greatly emaciated that they were literally skin and bones. In 

talking to them they told us that they were literally starved and we 

found there is some dispute as to how much food was actually given them • 

It ran all the way from one bowl of soup to a small slice of bread once 

a day to greater portions. Regardless of what the calories given 

them were, their bodies were evidence of the fact that they were 

deliberately starved inside of this enclosure because of the lack of 

food. 

Oft times we were told that people who died would be left in the litter 

so that the one next to him would get his ration of food until the body 

was finally discovered. 
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t 
I\ 

H. There were no sanitary conditions. 

The sick people did not get out of the litter. It was impossible 

for them to go to the makeshift toilet, and you can imagine the 

filth that dropped from the top litters to the lower litters in these 

sections on both sides of the room through which -we passed. The 

stench was so bad that it was almost impossible for one to go 

through. 

I. Medi cal Facilities. 

'Ihere were no medical facilities, or very little available. It is 

true that some prisoners were given medical treatment such as they had 

but this usually was given to those that administered or in 

some way helped in the duties of maintaining the camp. 

J. The final analysis was th at it was an e:xt erminati.on plant and 

death after torture. This was the result that was intended in the 

establishment of these camps. 
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K. The design in Buchenwald to my mind was the pattern for all of 

more than 100 of these concentration camps. It was a deliberate 

design and plan of the SS and the Gestapo to put people to death. It 

was done through starvation. It was done through cruelty, hard work, 

lack of clcthing, lack of medical ·care which resulted in natural 

deaths. But also at Buchenwald we saw the ~in which it was 

stated by prisoners within the camp that victims on the outside 

were brought in and they were shot into the hangman I s room where they 

were hanged. If there were too many at one time they were brutally 

killed by striking on the head with a mallet and then cremated in the 

crematories which were built for that purpose. 

We also witnessed the gas chambers and there could be no mistake 

but what the gas chambers were used to destroy human beings. There 

was the outside cool air passageway. There was the inside room 

approximately 24 feet square in which the gas openings were seen and 

the valves used for cut-off to put the gas in and turn it off. These 

were plainly visible and prisoners told us that people were put to death 

there. 

L. We saw not only scores but hundred of emaciated people who will 

die. We saw hundreds of bodies w:kt:t'xll piled up like cord wo od ready 

to be burned. We saw the bone pile at Buchenwald where it is estimated 

51,000 people lost their lives. 

This, of course, is only circumstantial evidence but because the same 

design and plan was set forth in the other camps that we visited, it 

is very difficult to draw a conclusion otherwise but that the statements 

made by the prisoners were true. 
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III. May 1st - Camp Ik:>ra at Nordhausen. 

A. We flew to Nordhausen on May 1st. While at Nordhausen, we visited 

first the concentration camp and then the underground factory at 

Neider-Sachswerfen. 

B. At Do ra it was my privilege to meet Major Harry Beckley. '!his 

camp was even larger than the one at Weimar. The Records show that 

85,000 had been exterminated in this camp. This camp included not 

only men but wonen , There were 13,000 in the enclosure the day 

that we got there. 

C. '!he story was the same there that it was at Buchenwald relative 

to the atrocities but one outstanding thing we got at Dora that we 

didn't get at Buchenwald was direct testimony. This is because 

we got to the camp within a day or two after it was liberated. 

We met ther e a doctor by the name of Yi. A. Owdshooin. He was a 

Hollander. He had been in prison canps before he finally was 

transfeITed to Ik:>ra. He testified that he had actually seen acts 

of violence in the Dora Camp. He saw prisoners upon prisoners st.ruck 

25 times with a rii:,ber hose and more often 50 times. He saw 

SS men break chairs over the heads of prisoners for practically no 

offense at all. 

He mw 135 Russians hanged one afterEmmx the other out in the center 

enclosure and they were hung awaiting their burn before all of the 

prisoners within the Camp who witnessed the wholesale execution. 

D. The food, the santiary conditions, the starvation methods 

and the design and program at Dora wajSJ the same pattern ·that 

was used at Buchenwald. 
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IV. Give the History of Dachau. Tell about the freight 

cars filled with bodies. The death of the 3 SS men, the 

gas chamber- and te1.l them about the Brooks incident in Dachau. 
Dachau, is3/Youtheast Germany is within about five miles of the Austrian border 

V. Conclusion. 

We only saw these concentration camps in Ge:nnany. What they 

might have been in Russia, 'no one knows. 
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Q. Q !: I 

OBSERVATIONS ON CONGRESSIONAL INSPECTION OF CONCENTRATION CA.\fPS; 
WAR PRISONER CAMPS: DEMOLITION, AND GENERAL INSPECTION OF IN 
STALLATIONS AT HEADQU4RTERS, AND ON BATTLE FRONTS OF OUR ARMIES 

IN GERMANY. 

I. ACRNOWLEOOE INTRODUCTION: 

II. fil'.91lI 
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A. -=----.:::==------~ 

IN RESPONSE TO AN INVITATION BY GENERAL 

EISENHOWER THROUGH GENERAL MARSHALL APPROVED 

BY PRESIDENT TRUMAN I JOINED THE SPECIAL CON 

GRESSIONAL a)MMITT, 'IO VISIT RIDIONS IN GEID/iANY 

TAKEN BY OUR AMERICAN FORrES/_ AND TO INSPECT CON 

CENTRATION CM;S ESTABLISHED BY THE GEDUN NAZI 

GOVERNMENT UNDER HITLER. 

A U_~IM!.~.~7!: ~~~:;;JDESCRIHrNG THE 

OVE.'R-ALL PICTURE OF OUR I'NVESTIGATIO~HAS BEEN 

MADE TO OONGRESS 

B. MY DUTY TO ACCEPT. 

I ACCEPTED 'IHE DUTY OF THIS MISSION, 

REI.f.C~AN'fL;._;_!E WERE TO INVESTIGAT1/ OONCENTRATION 

CAMP~ AND CONTACT THOUSANDS OF MI.,SERAB1! IMP!1S~N~D 

PE~ WHO;) THroUGH MONTHS AND YEARS y HAD BECOME 

DISEASED BY TYPHUS, DYSENTERY AND TUBERCULOSIS. 

SUCH AN INVESTIGATION WAS TERRIBIE JO UNDER* 

(f • URJENT AND OFFICIAL INVITATION. 

BUT, THIS WAS AN URGENT OFFICIAL INVITATION, AND 

.' VIEWED IN THAT LIGHr, IT WAS A DUTY AND RESPONSIBILITY/TO 

OUR MILITARY FORCES/ND OUR PEOfIE AT.~ 
:00 MEMBER ABIE TO GO'\ OUI.D REFUSE. 



IN PASSING, ;T ME SAY, THIS MISSION~ 

~ UNP_~ASANT DU'fZ ALTHOUGH AN HONO.R, THAT CAME TO ---. 
ONLY SIX OF OUR SENATE MEMBERSHIP: 

SENATOR ALBEN W. BARKLEY, MAJORITY LEADER, 

SENATOR WALTER F. GEORGE, CHAIRMAN OF FINANCE, 

SENATOR ELBERT D. THOMAS, CHAIRMAN OF MILITARY AFFAIRS 

SENATOR C~ WAYLAND BROOKS, HIGH RANKING MEMBER ON 
MILITARY AFFAIRS AND APPROPRIATIONS, 

s,NATOR LEVERETT SAL'roNSTALL, A NEW MEMBER ON 
NAVAL AFFAIRS, AND 

MYSELF. 
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ATROCITIES AND OTHER CONDITIONS IN CON 
CENTRATION CAMPS IN GERMANY 

f' 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 
Before relating the conditions found by the joint committee which 

recently visited Germany to investigate atrocities in concentration 
camps in that country, the committee desires to inform the Senate 
and House of Representatives the basis upon which the investigation 
was undertaken and the procedure by which Members representing 
the two Houses were designated. 
The trip to Europe was wholly unexpected, on the part of all those 

who made it,_ It was a mission undertaken with a view to the possible 
performance of a service to the Congress, to the American people, and 
to the cause of peace. 

On April 20, at about noon, two representatives from the Office of 
the Chief of Staff called upon the Speaker of the House of Repre 
sentatives andthe majority leader of the Senate and laid before them a 
cablegram received by Gen. George C. Marshall from Gen. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, Commander in Chief of the Allied Forces in the European 
theater of the war, which cablegram was as follows: 
From: General Eisenhower. 
To: General Marshall. 

We are constantly finding German camps in which they have placed political 
prisoners where unspeakable conditions exist. From my own personal observa 
tion, I can state unequivocally that all written statements up to now do not 
paint the full horrors. 
In view of these facts, you may think it advisable to invite about 12 con 

gressional leaders and 12 leading editors to see these camps. If so, I shall be 
glad to take these groups to one of these camps. Such a visit will show them 
without any trace of doubt the full evidence of the cruelty practiced by the 
Nazis in such places as normal procedure. 

A similar invitation is being sent to similar representative British groups. 

General Marshall requested these representatives to contact both 
Houses, in the manner above-mentioned, for the purpose of arranging 
the designation of their respective Members to make this investi 
gation with all the promptness possible. 
In order that they might arrive at the scene o_f the atrocities which 

General Eisenhower desired the committee to view m person as soon 
as possible, it was stated that the group would be expected to leave 
Washington on Sunday morning, April 22. 
These concentration camps had been uncovered by the advancing 

Allied armies, and the conditions were such as to make it compulsory 
that they be cleaned up as rapidly as possible, and therefore such 
committee as might be designated would of necessity have to arrive 
on the scene and make such personal investigation as they might think 

1 

I 
I 
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I 



2 CONDITIONS IN CONCENTRATION CAMPS IN GERMANY 

propei: while the conditions were as fresh and unchanged as •possible 
followmg the occupation of these areas byour armed forces. 

As will be seen from the cablegram, General Eisenhower also sug 
gcsted the appointment of a similar committee from among the news 
papers and other publishers of the country, in order that they might 
have a similar opportunity to investigate these conditions which 
prompted General Eisenhower's request. During our interview with 
himat his headquarters in Europe, he advised us that when he visited 
one of these concentration camps, which will be referred to later, he 
was so horrified at what he found that he felt it incumbent upon him 
to request tliat the committee.mentioned should come at once and see 
conditions as they were. 
The Speaker of the House of Representatives and the majority 

leader of the Senate at once set about to consult with the minority 
leaders of the. two respective Houses, with a view of designating a 
representative committee to respond to General Eisenhower's request 
with all promptitude. The minority leaders of the House and Senate, 
respectively, were immediately conferred with, with a view, to their 
cooperation in the selection of such a joint committee. · 
- It was agreed that six Members from each House would be desig 
nated, to be equally divided between the majority and minority 
parties in both Houses., While the Senate was in session for a short 
period on Friday, the ·20th, the •matter had been brought to the· atten 
tion of the two Houses so unexpectedly that it was impossible to do 
more on that day than discuss the matter informally because,of the 
contemplated week-end recess of both Houses and because, if the 
committee were to depart on 'Sunday, the 22d, as desired, it would be 
impossible to wait until the following week, either for the purpose of 
taking formal action in the two Houses of Congress or to consult more 
leisurely with respect .to the personnel of the joint committee., 
Under these circumstances, >it was agreed that the membership 

representing· both Houses should be immediately named, in .order 
that the mission might •go forward without delay. In appointing the 
Members of the House of Representatives, the Speaker indicated his 
desire to have representation from three of the House committees, 
namely, Foreign A:ffai:i·s, Military Affairs, and Naval Affairs. But 
thiS' suggestien' was informal, arid there was no definite agreement as 
betweenthe two groups-as to what committees should be represented. 
On thewhole, however, this areangement was followed. 

. During 'the afternoon and evening of Friday, the 20th, and Satur 
day morning, the 21st, -the majority and minority leaders of the Senate 
frequently conferredas to the personnel of the Senate portion of the 
joint committee. During the morning of the 21st, the minority 
leader of the Senate, the Senator from Maine, Mr. White, advised the 
majority leader he was ready to recommend, on the part of the 
minority, the Senator from Illinois, .Mr, .Brooks, the Senator from 
Nebraska, Mr. Wherry, and the Senator from Massachusetts, Mr. 
Sultonstefk · ' ' 
, The majority leader.of the Senate asked the Senator from Georgia, 
Mr. George, acting- chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
and the Senator from Utah, Mr. Thomas, chairman of the Committee 
on Military Affairs, to become members of the Senate group· and he 
sought to have the Senator from Massachusetts, Mr. Walsh, chairman 
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of the Committee on Naval Affairs, included as .the third member of 
the group to represent the Senate majority. The Senator from Georgia 
and the Senator from Utah indicated their willingness to accept this 
a~signmen_t, but the Senator from Massachusetts had lyft the city for 
his home m Massachusetts and was not expected to return until the 
following Monday. It was, therefore, impossible to confer with him 
about his possible appointment as a member of the committee. He 
has since indicated that .it would have been impossible for him to 
have become a member of the committee if he had been in Washington. 
After the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the minority 
leader of the Senate advised the majority leader of the Senate on 
Saturday morning the names of the Members designated by them, 
respectively, a conference was called of the entire group at _1 o'clock 
on Saturday afternoon to receive the information necessary. from the 
War Department concerning the hour of departure and -the require 
ments and needs of the various members of the group upon .their 
arrival ,in Europe. During this conference the members of ,the group 
urged the majority· leader of the Senate to become a member .of the 
committee and make the trip, which he decided to do, and therefore 
he became a member of the group in lieu of the Senator from Massa 
chusetts, chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs. This, in brief, 
is the basis for the appointment of the various members and the basis 
for the trip itself.· The committee, -thus appointed, consisted of the 
following members: . 
The Senator from Kentucky, Mr. Alben W.,Barkley. 
The Senator from Georgia, Mr. Walter .F. George.. , 
The Senator from Utah, Mr. Elbert. D. Thomas. . 
The Senator from Illinois, Mr. C. ,Wayland Brooks. ,, ... 
The Senator from Nebraska, Mr.·Kenneth S. Wherry., .. , 
The Senator from Massaohusettsc.Mr. Leverett Saltonstall. 
Representative R. Ewing Thomason 'from Texas. . . , 
Representative James. P. Richards.from South Carolina .. •.· • ,, 
Representative Ed. V. Izac from -California.,, , , , .' l 

Representative John M. Vorys from Ohio.,· ; 
Representative.James W. Mott from Oregon. 
Representative Dewey Short from Missouri, ;. . . 
It ought to be stated that nobody in the WarDepartment";r,nade any 

suggestions, directly.: or indirectly, as-to who .should be appointed on 
this joint committee. When ·the members 0£ the committee were 
appointed, in the way which has been indicated, the Wa~· Department 
was advised of the personnel. and was represented at the conference 
held on Saturday afternoon to make arrangements for the trip. . 

. The entire group departed .at noon on Sunday, the 22d, by air 
transportation arranged by the War Department, accompanied by 
representatives of that Department.iand -arrived in Paris in, the late 
afternoon of Monday, April ,23.i · · , . ,: · · 
Before setting forth the conditions which, the committee found at 

the three camps which it visited, all of which will be described later, 
the committee feels that it .is .advisable to state the general character 
and purpose of the camps," as well as the character· of. the .evidence 

• which.it obtained, and upon whicli this repontis ~?'sed., ,.;,.,. · 
~. ,: r··!:;::. If ·• 1 v •·,: . I 
J.f'• . 'r· 
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There are more than 100 · concentration camps for slave laborers 
and political prisoners in Germany. No attempt was made to con 
ceal them, and all were built in thickly populated areas and many of 
them along main highways. Your committee visited 3 of these camps 
located in widely separated parts of Germany, namely, Buchenwald, 
in 'Fhuringen Province; Nordhausen, in Saxony; and Dachau, in 
Bavaria. These three camps are typical of all the concentration 
camps· in the Reich, and their physical characteristics, functions, 
mana'.gement, and operation furnish -an accurate cross section of the 
entire. German political-prisoner camp system and policy. 
Before proceeding with detailed stafements concerning the several 

camps visited, we believe a preliminary word as to just what these 
camps are and just what they areused for would be of value. In the 
first place, the concentration camps for political prisoners must not be 
confused with the prisoner-of-war camps. No prisoners of war are 
confined in any of these political-prisoner camps, and there is no 
relationship whatever between. a concentration camp for political 
prisoners and a camp for prisorrers of war. 
The concentration camps for· political prisoners are precisely what 

-the' name implies. They are places of incarceration, .. punishment, 
and liquidation of civilians who were opposed to, or who were suspected 
of being opposed to, the Hitler regime. A number of them were estab 
lished at the beginning of that regime. At first these camps contained 
only German political prisoners. When the Germans overran and 
occupied the adjacent lands of Poland, Russia, France, Holland, 
Belgium, Czechoslovakia, and other countries, the camps were 
expanded both in size' and riurnber to accommodate the hundreds of 
thousands. of additional political prisoners brought in from those 
countries. '· 
Duringthe past month all of1these camps have been uncovered by 

the rapid advance·of the Allied armies. At the time of our visit the 
surviving prisoners were 'still' i'ri1the camps and were being cared for 
by the· American military 'forces: These liberated prisoners will be 
sent to their home countries· when facilities for that purpose are 
available; and' some, 'in fact, have' already been sent. home. When we 
saw the camps, however, they were filled practically to capacity with 
prisoners. This was· especially· the case at Dachau, which camp we 
inspected only 48 hours after tij.~ :SS garrison in charge of it had been 
driven out by the American troops. 

THE THREE CLASSES OF EVIDENCE UPON WHICH THIS REPORT rs BASED 

We think it is important, also, to .make a statement at th1.s point 
regarding the character of evidence gathered on our visits to these 
camps, so that the basis for the detailed recital which follows may be 
clear and unambiguous. , 
Three classes or kinds of evidence were presented to us. The first 

was the visual inspection of the camps themselves, freshly freed of 
SS supervision by the-American troops. We saw the barracks, the 
work places, the physical facilities for ~qrture1 degradation, and execu tion. We saw the victims, both dead and alive, of the atrocities 
practiced at these camps. We saw the process ,of liquidation by 
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starvation while it was still going on. We saw the indescribable filth 
and smelled the nauseating stench before it was cleaned 11p, and we 
saw a number of victims of this liquidation process actually die. 
The second kind of evidence we obtained was the testimony of eye 

witnesses among the prisoners themselves to these atrocities. Many of 
the prisoners had been in the camp~ we visited as long as 3 and 4 
years. Many others had spent long terms as prisoners m several other 
similar camps. While these prisoners include~ men from. nea_rly. all 
the countries of central Europe, whose speech,. whose station m life, 
and whose education and previous environment differed widely from 
one another, yet the testimony of all of these witnesses was substan 
tially the same. Directly and ~hr,01.igh mterpret_ers we talked to 
prisoners who had seen the hangings and the beatings and who had 
themselves experienced the systell!-atic process of starvation, corporal 
punishment, and human degradation .. 
The third kind of evidence was what may be called the common 

knowledge of the camp, that is ~o say, evid~nce of things done in the 
camp which were not done publicly but which, nevertheless,. all pns 
oners were aware of. This is similar to certain knowledge possessed 
by prisoners generally in legitimate institutions like State peniten 
tiaries. These prisoners, from custom and experrence, from the 

. conversation with the guards and a~ong themselves, .and ~rom a 
very plain and almost mathema~ica~)nnd o~ circumstantial evidence, 
have accurate knowledge of certain thmgs which they have not actually 
seen with their own eyes. T4~ prisoners at the camps speak about 
these· things as though they had actually seen _the!ll, It was the 
unanimous opinion of our committee after talkmg to hundreds. of 
prisoners that this th~rd kind ?f evidence was often as accurate and 
reliable as the two kinds of direct evidence above referred to. An 
example of this kind of evidence 'Y:ill _be found, in that part 0£ our 
report dealing with the tortur~ chamber at Buchenwald, where no 
one actually saw the strangulations perpetrated m this chamber, .bu"t 
where the circumstantial evidence of it was so .complete and clear as 
to leave no doubt in the mind of anjoi1e. ; '. . . . . · 
The three kinds of evidence here referred to constitute the only 

evidence accepted by this committee, in m~lcing its. r~iJci_rt. Rumor, 
hearsay, and every other form of information or testnnony has ,been 
carefully exc~uded so _that th<_>se_ reaq~ng: the ~~port may be assured 
that everythmg therem described w,qs ~ither, a,?tually se_en by u_s ~r 
reported to us by competent and reliable eyewitnesses <_>r that 1t is 
based on circumstantial evidence which we have considered to be 
trustworthy. 

One>further preliminary observation may not-be out of place here, 
and that is that all of the fact's here 'recited aN:1 corroborated by the 
records of the investigation of ·the military authorities, who· have 
made a mo13t minute, careful, and exhaustiv·e-'examination of al~ of 
the prison camps. These authorities, :who ·a1'e"\pecialists in their hne, 
have taken the testimony of hundi'eds of eyewitnesses and h~ve care 
fully authenticated and document_ecfJthe1·saip.e·: i T·he committee has 
examined some of this documented evidence, but it·has not used any 
of it in making this repoTt'.' 'lJhe· report is-based exelusive,ly upon our 
own personal investigation of7t1hes'e"calri.ps. '·' ' ' · '·. h. · ' 1 • · • .: 
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PART 2. GEOGRAPHY AND STATIST1cs-Buc1-rnNWALD 

On the morning of April 24, following its arrival in Paris on the 
afternoon of Monday, the 23d, the committee, accompanied by Brig. 
Gen. John M.,<Weir, Col. Robert H. Thompson, Col. John A. Hall, 
and photographers, left Paris by airplane for Weimar, which is located 
in the province of Thuringen, Kriese, county -of Weimar, about 120 
miles southwest of Berlin, and proceeded from Weimar by automo 
bile to the outskirts of the city, where was located the German political 
concentration camp of Buchenwald. 
This camp was founded when-the Nazi Party first came into power 

in 1933 and has been in continuous operation since that time, although 
its largest population dates from the beginning of the present-war. 
The camp was overrun by the· American Army on April 12, 1945. 
The first appearance of the Americans at Buchenwald was made by a 
tank spearhead, which briefly engaged the enemy and withdrew. 
The garrison of SS troops at Buchenwald became so alarmed at the 
rapid approach of United States troops that they fled precipitately, 
abandoning the camp completely. On Friday, the 13th, the main 
body of advancing United States troops arrived with supplies and 
medicine and took over the camp. , 
The surviving population of the camp, as recorded on April 16, 

1945, was about 20,000, divided.into nationalities as follows: 
French _ 
Polish _ 
Hungarians _ 
Yugoslavs - - - _ - - - .., - - - .- , r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Russians_~-------------------------------------------- Du tch ·' . _ 
Belgians ~ .. __ ~ ~ __ ~ _ - . _ 
Austrians _ 

g:~~ii~s- - - - - -:-- - ~ - - ··:c- - - - - - - -"'"- - - -.-,- - - - ,.- - - - -,- - - - - - - - - 
Germans ,.. .. _ 
Dutch , - _ - - - - { ~ - - - ., " -,- - - ~ - - .,. ; ,. - - - - r - - -. - - - - - --- - - - - - - - - - 
Anti-Franco Spanish and miscellaneous -: _ 

2,900 
3,800 
1,240 

570 
4,380 

324 
622 
550 
242 

2,105 
1,800 

260 
1,207 

Total_ ' ·------------------- 20,000 
The character of the surviving population was all male and included 

a thousand boys under 14 yeara of age. The prisoners at this camp 
included the intelligentsia and ·'.'leadershiJ?"' gr~ups from continent~! 
Europe, as ·well as "democratic" or anti-N azi Germans and, their 
relatives. Among the ·20,000 survivors were about 4,000 Jews. 
The mission of this=camp was aµ extermination factory, and the 

means of extermination were starvation, .beatings, tortures, incredibly 
crowded sleeping conditions, and-sickness. The effectiveness of these 
measures was enhanced by the requirement that the prisoners work 
in an adjacent armament factory for -the manufacture of machine 
guns, small arms, ammunition;' and other material for the German 
Army. The factory operated 24 .hours a day, using two 12-hour. 
shifts oJ prisoners, At the time your committee visited the camp, the, 
factcries 'Yete no longer in operation, having beentotally destroyed by 

•;' .._,: · -c,~ , \ . ~ V· •·" • J ~" • • •'" '•/ • 
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remarkably effective precision bombing. The factory area was com 
pletely demolished, but not one bomb fell within the camp area, which 
was immediately adjacent to the factory area and separated from it 
only by a barbed-wire fence. In addition to those inmates performing 
slave labor at the munitions factory, other inmates were organized 
into labor parties to perform various kinds of work on farms in the 
vicinity of Weimar. 
The main elements of Buchenwald included the "Little Camp," the 

"regular barracks," and the "hospital," the medical experimentation 
building, the body-disposal plant, and the ammunition factory. 

THE "LITTLE CAMP" 

The prisoners in this camp slept on triple-decked shelves, the clear 
ance height between the shelves being little more than 2 feet. They 

·were so crowded into these shelves that the cubic content figured out 
to about 35 cubic feet per man, as against the minimum for health of 
600 cubic feet prescribed by United States Army Regulations. We 
were informed that after arriving, new prisoners were initiated by 
spending at least 6 weeks here before being" graduated" to the" regu 
lar barracks." During this initiation prisoners were expected to lose 
about 40 percent in weight. Jews, however, seldom, if ever, graduated 
to the regular barracks. Camp disciplinary measures included trans 
ferring recalcitrant prisoners back to the "Little Camp." As persons 
became too feeble to work, they were also sent back to the "Little 
Camp" or to the "hospital." Rations were less than at the regular 
barracks, and the death rate in the "Little Camp" was very high, 
recently about 50 per day. 

REGULAR BARRACKS 

The dormitory room here as approximately 42 by 23 feet and about 
10 feet high, having a content of about 9,500 cubic feet. In each such 
room there was installed, triple-decked, 38 stacks of 3 bunks each, or a 
total of 114 bunks, each bunk 30 by 72 inches outside measurement. 
Most of these bunks were double; that is, 2 parallel bunks occupying 
the space of 60 by 72 inches. The aisles were narrow, being less than 
24 inches wide, and permitted movement through them only with the 
body being kept edgewise; 114 bunks placed in 9,500 cubic feet makes 
less than 85 cubic feet per person. Since the beginning of the war, 
250 persons have been made to sleep in each such room, or less than 
40 cubic feet per person. There was less than one blanket per prisoner. 
Blankets were thin, shoddy, and undersized. There was substantially 
no heat in these dormitories. 

THE HOSPITAL 

This was a building where moribund persons were sent to die. No 
medicines were available, and hence no therapy was possible. Typhus 
and tuberculosis were rampant in the camp. About half of the wards 
of the hospital were about 1,5 feet deep and 5% feet wide, with 1 win 
dow on the outside end. From 6 to 9 "patients" occupied each ward, 
lying crosswise on the floor shoulder to shoulder. The room was too 
narrow for most of them to extend their legs. The death rate in the 
"hospital" was from 5 to 20 persons per day. 

S. Doc. 47, 70-1-2 
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MEDICAL EXPERIMENT BUILDING 

Block No. 41 in the camp was .used for medical experiments and 
vivisections, with prisoners as "guinea pigs." Medical scientists came 
from Berlin periodically to reenforce the experimental staff. In par 
ticular, new toxins and antitoxins were tried out on prisoners. Few 
prisoners who entered this experimental building ever emerged alive. 
Prisoners were induced to "volunteer" for experimentation on the rep 
resentation that living quarters provided there were far superior to 
those in the barracks and that their rations were far superior to those 
received by ordinary prisoners. 

THE BODY-DISPOSAL PLANT OR CREMATORY 

The design of this installation was a striking example of "German 
industrial efficiency." It had a maximum disposal capacity of about 
400 bodies per 10-hour day, which is about 2 percent of the camp 
population at the time of liberation. We were informed that when 
the death rate exceeded the capacity of 'the crematory, the bodies were 
taken out and buried in pits without any means for identification. 
Teeth having gold :fillings were extracted prior to cremating the bodies. 
We have been advised that on the day following our visit to Buchen 
wald a large cache of gold :fillings and gold jewelry was discovered in 
a quarry near the camp. Included were literally thousands of wed- • 
ding rings alone. · 
The crematory was entirely enclosed. within a high board fence. 

No one, except a small operating force of SS personnel, were allowed 
even to look inside this fence. No prisoner who passed within it-as 
a member of a labor party or for any other reason-came out alive. 
Inside this fence was the incinerator building, centrally located 
between 2 yards. This building was of substantial brick construc 
tion with cement floors, 1 story high,• with full-size 12-foot-high 
basement beneath. The main floor contained an administration 
office at the front end, a locker and washroom for SS personnel at 
the far end, and the incinerator room in the center. The latter 
contained, in line, 2 batteries of 3 firebrick incinerators each. 
Fifteen to twenty minutes were required for the incineration of a 
total of 18 bodies, each incinerator having a capacity of 3 bodies, or-a 
total charge of 18 bodies. Fifteen to twenty minutes were required for 
the incineration of a charge. 
The floor of each incinerator consisted of a coarse grate, through 

which the day's accumulation of bone ash was extracted at the end of 
operation. The fire came from- a furnace room occupying the rear 
two-thirds of the basement, the flames being deflected downward onto 
the bodies by baffle plates in the roofs of the furnace. Fuel used in 
this plant Was coal. The front of the basement was occupied by the 
strangling room. · 
The method of collecting bodies was as follows: Roll call was held 

every evening outdoors outside the dormitory buildings. Internees 
were required to strip and bring to roll call the naked bodies of all 
comrades who had died during the previous 24 hours. After roll call 
a motortruck drove around the camp, picked up the bodies, and was 

I 
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driven to the front yard of the incinerator plant to await the next 
day's operation. But this was not the only source of bodies. Ema 
ciated prisoners who "had been around too long" or who had com 
mitted infractions of discipline or who "knew too much" or who had 
refused to be broken in mind were arbitrarily condemned to death. 
For instance, in the "Little Camp," where prisoners slept 16 to a 
shelf, an infraction of discipline-particularly an attempt to escape 
not infrequently resulted in all 16 being condemned. Such persons 
were immediately marched on foot to a small door in the fence of the 
back yard at a point immediately adjacent to the incinerator building. 
This door opened inward until it hit a door stop which held it in a posi 
tion parallel to the building's wall, thus creating a corridor 4 feet 
wide and 3 feet deep. At the far end was an opening about 4 feet by 
4 feet, flush with the ground, the head of a concrete shaft, about 13 
feet deep, the bottom floor of which was a continuation of the con 
crete floor of the room at the front end of the basement. The con 
demned prisoners, on being hurried and pushed through the door in 
the fence, inevitably fell into this shaft and crashed 13 feet down to 
the cement cellar floor. This room, on the floor at one end of which 
they now found themselves, was the strangling room. As they hit 
the floor they were garroted, with a short double-end noose, by SS 
guards and hung on hooks along the side walls, about 6% feet above 
the floor, the row of hooks being 45 or 50 in number. At the time of 
our visit all of the hooks except 5 had been removed, but we could 
observe the holes where the other hooks had previously been. When 
a consignment had been hung up, any who were still struggling were 
stunned by a wooden mallet, which was exhibited to us in the cham 
ber still bearing stains of blood. The bodies were left on the hooks 
until called.for by the incinerator crew. An electric elevator, with an 
estimated capacity of 18 bodies, ran up to the incinerator room, which 
was on the floor above the strangling room. The day's quota of 
approximately 200 bodies was made up of from 120 to 140 prisoners 
who had died-mostly in the "hospital," the medical experimental 
building, or the "Little Camp"-ancl from 60 to 80 were supplied by 
the strangulation room. 
For a period of about 10 clays in March the coal supply for the 

incinerator ran out. The incinerator furnace grates had not been 
cleared of entirely unconsumed bodies, as we observed portions 
thereof. Awaiting the arrival of a new supply of coal, bodies, to the 
number of about 1,800, were allowed to collect in the front yard, 
stacked up like corclwoocl. The sudden arrival of American armor 
prevented the SS garrison from disposing of the bodies which had 
accumulated, clue to the lack of fuel for the incineration plant. At 
the time of our visit to the camp we saw a truckload of bodies within 
the area of the incinerator. It is estimated that there were about 
60 bodies in this truck. Near the truck, on the ground, were piled 
about 20 or 25 additional bodies. We were advised that the death 
rate, prior to the liberation, was approximately 200 per clay. At the 
time of our visit the American medical authorities had been able to 
reduce the death rate to about 20 per clay. Upon liberation of the 
camp, the American authorities provided decent interment for the 
unburied dead and for those who died thereafter. 
The American surgeon stated that the adult corpses weighed from 

about 60 to 80 pounds each. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Rations: vVe were advised that the ration allowance for the regular 
camp was between 600 to, 700 calories per clay and consisted generally 
of a very weak soup made from cabbage and other vegetables and a 
small piece of bread about 3 inches square. This meal was provided 
only once a day-in the morning and in the evening another small 
piece of bread was furnished. The diet was heavily deficient in ani 
mal fats and vitamins and contained no meats. In the "Little Camp" 
the ration allowance was about 500 calories. About 3,000 to 3,600 
calories per day is required for adult health. Red Cross packages were 
almost entirely appropriated by the 88 camp commander and dis 
tributed to suit himself to 88 personnel and to citizens of Weimar 
and even to Nordic German camp prisoners. Meals were prepared 
and "served" by prisoner personnel under 88 supervision. 
The committee was informed that the 88 troops had received 

orders to destroy all of the occupants of the camp prior to their de 
parture, -but in their haste to flee before the advancing American 
troops they had been unable to undertake such a large-scale operation. 
The administration of the camp and the maintenance of records 

were carried on by prisoners under the supervision of 88 troops. 
The available records at the time of liberation had been examined by 
the prisoners engaged in the administration of the camp, and the records 
revealed that 51,000 persons had died in the camp. At the time of 
our arrival the prisoners, in a pathetic gesture, had erected, of flimsy 
materials, a memorial to the dead of Buchenwald. Pictures and 
descriptions of the conditions at this camp cannot adequately portray 
what we saw there, and it is only when the stench of the camp is smelled 
that anyone can have complete appreciation of the depths of degra 
dation to which the German Nazi Government and those responsible 
for it and its agencies, organizations, and practices had dropped in 
their treatment of those who had failed to embrace the doctrines of 
the "master race." 

CAMP DORA AT NORDHAUSEN 

The group visited the concentration camp at N ordhausen, which is 
located in the Province of Saxony, about 125 miles southwest of Berlin, 
on May 1, 1945. This was a political concentration camp and was 
known as the Dora camp. It is located on the outskirts of Nord 
hausen, adjacent to a large underground manufacturing plant which 
produced V-1 bombs, the V-2's, airplane engines and parts, and other 
munitions of war. At the time of our visit to Nordhausen the camp 
had been in American hands about 3 weeks and, of course, did not 
portray the filth and operating conditions which existed at the time 
of its liberation. The prisoners at this camp had been used as slave 
labor in the underground factory and for work parties in adjacent 
farms and in smaller munitions factories. The magnitude of the 
operation at Norclhausen is demonstrated by the fact that there were 
31 miles of railroad track in the underground factory. The factory 
itself contained well-organized production lines and enormous quan 
tities of fine machine tools, many of which were new and all in fine 
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operating condition. The underground factory had also been used 
as barracks for prisoners until the death rate exceeded that apparently 
desired and began to affect the efficiency of production. We observed 
a crematory similar to the one that we saw at Buchenwa!d. Vj e 
observed a large cement apron on which we were told by a reliable m 
mate that 135 prisoners had been executed by hangmg at therate of 4 at 
a time a few days before the camp was overrun by the Amen?an forces. 
'I'his inmate stated that all of the prisoners who were physically able 
were required to witness the executions. He. al~o _told us that. the 
executions had been for violations of camp disciplinary regulations 
and for alleged sabotage in the underground ~actory. He fm:ther 
stated that the individuals executed on this occasion were all Russians. 
At the time of our visit to the camp i,t was being additionally used by 
the American authorities as a rendezvous for displaced persons who 
had been wandering about in the area. . . 
The prisoners had been segregated by our forces after hberat10~ as 

far as possible by nationalities,' and every e~o_rt was made to alleviate 
their physical condition by food and medicine ... On the who~e, -we 
found this camp to have been operated and administered much in the 
same manner as Buchenwald had been operated and managed. 
When the efficiency of the workers ~ecreased. as 11 re~ult o~ the con 
ditions under which they were required to live, the~r. rat10~s we!·e 
decreased as punishment. This brought about a v1mous_ circle m 
which the weak became weaker and were ultunately exterminated. 

DACHAU 

The committee next visited the infamous concentration camp at 
Dachau, in two groups, on May 2_, 1945. Dachau Js located in the 
province of Bavaria, about 325 miles south ?f Be~hn. The gr<!ups 
visited Dachau within 48 hours after its liberation by American 
forces. • h h In the drive of General Patch's Seventh Army toward Mumc , t e 
Forty-fifth United States Division fought into Dachau 7 miles to the 
north and surprised and surrounded the concentration camp on the 
outskirts of the town. The camp was in charge of about 200 Storm 
Ti·oopers, who resisted as the American army approached: The camp 
was occupied after many of the German guards were killed and the 
remainder captured. . 

Because of the surprise due, to. the speed of the Amencan advance, 
this camp was captured practically- intact. , By orders of General 
Patch, the evidences of German brutality w;eFe Jeft untouched await 
ing our inspection. . Two days later we arrived, We found a large, 
nectangular-shaped camp filled ~~th, nu~erous .barraclss _or sheds, m 
which were perhaps 30,000' .political .prisoner~, Two high, parallel 
barbed-wire fences surrounded the. camp, the inner one ~5 feet from 
fihe• outside one, which was, electrically charged. At_ intervals of 
about 50 yards, 20-foot towers rose above the _oute! wire, and from 
these towers armed guards Iooked down.on the .interior of the ca~p. 
At one end of "the large enclosure was an open space for ~s~embl~ng 
the prisoners, and at the ~~_tre'me,.·end was a large admm1strat10n 
building. . , ·,,,_,., "· . . .. , ,,' ... · 

WJ~en we ar,nyed, _th.,ere :1V~re ,Jl!t1-PY ppso,ner,E! lymg :9ead q~tween 
the inner and the outer barbed-wrre fences-apparently shot by the 
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guards. The living-Russians, Poles, Dutch, and in fact, many 
nationalities-were being cared for by our Army. We found women 
segregated in another enclosure behind the administration building. 
An inspection of one of the better barracks for men disclosed 390 
jammed into a room built to accommodate 50. Most were suffering 
from typhus or tuberculosis, and all were living skeletons due to lack 
of food. The stench was sickening. . 

Outside, lying in rows, were about 300 bodies of those who had died 
and had been collected that morning from the various barracks. 
They were yet to be disposed 'of, as were those lying between t};i,e 
fences, and others, including the bodies of some of the German guards, 
which were strewn along the approaches to the entrance. . 
This camp was apparently built in 1933 or 1934, and we were told 

the original occupants were those who dared to oppose the Hitler 
regime. After their liquidation, fresh prisoners in ever-increasing 
numbers were furnished by the countries overrun by the German 
armies. The complete break-down, by nationalities, of the prisoners 
in the camp at Dachau was being undertaken by the American Army 
authorities while we were there, but the record has not yet been 
received in Washington. 

Across a canal or moat filled with water which ran between this 
wire-enclosed camp and the highway, there was what appeared to be 
an old German Army caserne, the buildings of which were scattered 
throughout an area of considerable size all completely surrounded by 
a stone wall. Trees lined the driveways in this secluded area, in the 
center of which was a modern brick building where the executions of 
the prisoners from the camp across the street took place. . 

As we visited Dachau we sawon a railroad sidetrack paralleling the 
main highway, and close to the gates of the -prison camp, a train of 
cars which had been used to bring additional civilian prisoners to this 
camp. These cars were an assortmentof odd boxcars, some of which 
could be locked, and some were the coal-car type. In each of them 
the floor of the car was covered with dead, emaciated bodies. In 
some of the cars there were morethan enough to cover the floors. J.p 
size, these cars were of the small European type, which, when used 
for the movement of troops, would never accommodate more than 10 
men. Nevertheless, the Army officials in charge of this camp advise~l 
us that there wer;e 50 of these cars in this 1 train and that at least 100 
of these 'civilian prisoners had. b,een jam.med into each car-locked 
in-arrd they had been on the. road for .several days without food or 
water and that approximately 3,000 9f them were dead upon arrival 
and most of the others were in ~· dying "condition. ·;; 

· We saw many dead. bodies on' the ground. · These prisoners hai 
apparently crawled out of the cars-and had died on the ground. Qur· 
officials advised us 'that many of the otli~i-s who had survived the ,t:mh 
in the cars had died since in the camp, and many more, although still 
alive, were starved beyond redemption. . . : ·" · 
: Directly across the road from the cars-near the entrance of this 
Dachau Camp-we saw three dead members of the Nazi SS troops. 
Two had been shot, and the skull ,of one had been crushed._ We were 
advised that these three were members of the SS guards at the prison 
who were captured and killed by Russian inmates of the· prison when 
thecamp was liberated by the iidvt1,n~in.g American Army. ,.,,' . . '. ' ~· ~ ,. . . . . ' . ...... ' ' . 

' -: (.' ,, (~ 
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EXECUTION AT DACHAU 

· A distinguishing feature of the Dachau Camp was the gas chamber 
for the execution of prisoners and the somewhat elaborate facilities for 
execution by shooting. · ., · 
The gas chamber was located in the center of' a large room in the 

crematory building. It was built of c.oncrete. Its dimensions were 
aib?ut 20 by 20 feet, and the ceiling :was ~01:Ile 10 ~eet in' height. _In 
t~o opposite walls of the chamber were airtight doors through which 
condemned prisoners could be taken mto the ch.amber for execution 
and removed after execution. 'The ~~;P,ply of gasinto the chamber was 
controlled by means of two valves on one of the outer walls, and ~e 
neath the valves was a small glass-covered peephole through which 
the operator could watch the victirris die. 'Th'e gas was let into the 
chamber through pipes terminating in perforated brass fixtures set 
into the ceiling. The chamber was <'if size sufficient to execute prob- 
ably a hundred men at·one time. '' · · 
The room in which the gas chamber stood was flanked'on both' ends 

by warerooms in which the bodies were placed· after execution to await 
cremation. The size of each room was approximately 30 by 50' feet. 
At the time we visited' the camp these warerooms were piled ,high with 
dead bodies. In one of the rooms the bodies were thrown in an irregu 
lar heap. In the other room they were neatly stacked like cordwood. 
The irregular pile of bodies was perhaps 10 feet high; covering most 
of the floor space. All of them were naked. 
It was quite evident that the daily death rate at Dachau, by execu 

tion and otherwise, far exceeded the daily capacity of'the crematory 
to dispose of the bodies. The sterich' indicated that'so~e of th'em 
had been therefor several days. . . . . 
. ;, In the rear· of the crefnatoty:' building was •ai:i enclosure where the 
executions by shooting' were carried' out. There were. three separate 
p-Yaces for execution in this yard. 'One, we 'Were informed, was f61' 
c~mmon pclitioal'jirisoners:' one' wiis'1or wo_filen1

; and: 'one 'was for 
prisoners of distinction, including those _who ;~t ,soi:ri,e ~~e had ·had 
n_\:ilitary records .. ,_';!.'he la~~er ~ere~~~: Pt!so!/-~~~·',Of war ·As had b~en 
s.tated no prisoners of war were k~pt m any. of the concentration 
~amps: but all of .~e camps. ~ad p9li~i.cal J?,ris~~~r~. '~vho had served 
M 1th e" armies of their coun tnes· pr1'01~ tp the, l'>e_gmnmg. of the present 
war and, particularly, during th_e First _world vyar. , . \ i .· . 
·•These three 'places of execution, w,luch were separated from each 
other by tight board fences, consist.ea of bafl:ltk of earth'. some 20 f~et 
in length and 3 feet high. The condemned prisoners knelt down facmg 
1lhie bank and were shot through the back of the head. The only 
difference between these separate places of execution was that in front of' the bank of earth where the distinguished prisoners were shot there 
wia!f il!' small 'boardwalk I upon' which the pris'.o:n.ers knelt, while the 
common prisoners and the women knelt on the bare ground. A 
considerable amount of blood still remained on the ground at two of 
these execution places. : . ' , ' , · . . . 
In the enclosure was a. pile of rough wooden coffins. Smee we had 

seen no coffins at the other camps, visited, we inquired why co1,lins 
were used at Dachau and were informed that these coffins w'ere res-erved · 
for prisoners of distinction.,• -The bodies of ordinary prisoners,' if not 
cremated, were buried without coffins and usually without clothing. 
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PART' 3. CONCLUSION 

While the above three camps which were visited by the joint com 
mittee differed in some details, they were all of the same general 
pattern and design and administered for the same purpose. 

At each of these camps we found four general classifications of 
prisoners: First, political pnisoners ; second, habitual criminals; 
third, conscientious or religious objectors; fourth, persons who were 

· imprisoned for failure to work., , . . 
Although differing in size, they all carried into effect the same pat 

tern of death by hard labor, starvation, hanging, strangulatio_n, dis 
ease, brutality, gas chambers, gallows, and filthy and unsanitary con 
ditions, which meant inevitable death eventually to every imprisoned 
person. 

We found, in each case, that the supervision of the camps was 
carried out by the criminal tactics of SS troops, who, in addition 
to their own brutality, assignedsome of their punitive duties to the 
prisoners, especially the habitual criminals who had charge of the 
barracks in which all types of prisoners were subject to their vicious 
and inhuman methods. 

We found that this entire program constituted a systematic form 
of torture and death administered to intellectuals, political leaders, 
and all others who would-not embrace and support the Nazi philosophy 
and program. We found the extent, devices, methods, and condi- 

- tions of torture almost beyond .the power of words to describe. 
We found, from all the evidence available, that in these camps the 

Jews and Russians and Poles were treated with a greater degree of 
severity than other nationalities, We found that a colossal scheme 
of extermination was planned and put into effect against all those in 
occupied countries who refused to accept the principles of nazi-ism or 
who opposed the saddling of the Nazi yoke on their countries. The 
Nazi leadership in the pursuit of this policy found especially expedient 
the use of-various forms of terrorism calculated to reduce the opposi- 
tion and to render futile all efforts to throw off the yoke. . 
The over-all. pattern of the 'scheme· varied but little. First, vast 

numbers of nationals of.overrun.countries were abducted and brought 
into Germany-e-sometimes whole families, sometimes just the men. 
The number of these persons is variously estimated at between twelve 
and twenty million people. These people were forced to labor long 
hours by their Nazi masters, and for slight infractions they were 
placed in concentrution.camps.; , , . ,, . , ; ~· 
Likewise, -the intelligentsia, college professors, former army gen- 

- erals, business leaders, and professional wen of the occupied coun~r~l=:,~, 
were taken captive and. .placed in, these camps unless they agre(i}q.1,to 
spread the doctrines advocated: by the Nazis. - ~, ,,. 

, The treatment accorded .to these _p;risone,rs in the concentration 
camps was· generally. as· follows» - T,hey were herded together in some 
wooden 'barracks 'not large enough for. one-tenth of their number. 

: 'I'hey were forced to· sleep on wooden frames. covered with wooden 
boards in tiers.of two, three, and evenfour, sometimes with no cover 
ing, sometimes with a bundle of dirty rags serving both as pallotand 

, coveriet, ,, 
·.; .' • '1 p \ 
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Their food consisted generally of about one-half a pound of black 
bread per day and a bowl of 'Wl,tery soup for noon and night, and not 
always that. Owing to the great numbers crowded into a small 
space and to the lack of adequate sustenance, lice _and vermin multi 
plied, disease became rampant, and those who did not s?on die of 
disease or torture began the.long, ~low process ~f starvation. Not 
withstanding the deliberate- starvation program inflicted upon these 
prisoners by lack of adequate food, we found no evidence that the 
people of Germany as a whole were suffering fro1:1. any lack of suffi 
cient food or clothing. The contrast was so striking th8:t the only 
conclusion which we could reach was that the starvation of the 
inmates of these camps was deliberate. . 

· Upon entrance into these camps; newcomers we~e- forced to work 
either at an adjoining war factory or were placed "m commando" on 
various jobs in the vicinity, being returned each night to their -stall 
in the barracks. Generally aGerman criminal was placed in charge 
of each "block" or shed in which the prisoners slept. Periodically 
he would choose the one prisoner of· his block who seemed the most 
alert or intelligent or showed the most leadership qualities. These 
would report to the guards' room and would never be heard from 
again. The generally accepted belief of the prisoners was that these 
were shot or gassed or hanged and then cremated. A refusal to. work 
or an infraction of the nules usually.meant flogging and other types of 
torture, such as having the fingernails pulled out, and i~ each ca~e 
usually· ended in death after extensive s~en~g. The policies herem 
described constituted a calculated and diabolical program of planned 
torture and extermination on the part· of those who were in control 
of the German Government. - These camps, on the whole, were con 
ducted and controlled by the SS troops and the Gestapo, who acted 
under orders from their superiors or who were given wide discretion 
in the methods which they were to adopt in perpetrabing these hideous 
and inhuman sufferings.' ·' ' · · . . . 
· It is the opinion of your committee that these practices constituted 
no less than organized crime against civilization and humanity and 
tp.at those who were responsible for them should have meted out to 
them swift, certain, and adequate punishment.. ' · 
'' ·w~ found that the propagation of the Nazi'theo~es and the I?ra~ 
tices which were carried forward under those theories- created within 
Germany a disregard for human rights and for the dignity ofrthe indi 
vidual human beinz which not only degraded theIife of the people 
within the <ltirman Reich but which was inevitably calculated to bring 
ltbout 'war between Germany and her neighbors and was _cal?ul~t_ed 
also to subject the conquered nations to the brutalities and indignities 
-which struck fear and terror into the hearts of those who might other 
wise oppose these policies, which Wy have attempted to describe. 
·· With reference to the punishment of those guilty of _war crrmes, 
which an indignant world-will expect and demand, ';Ve desire to report 
that at the present time various agencies are actively and compre 
hensively engaged in the gathering- of evidence throughout the regi~ms 
where these atrocities were committed. The officers -of our armies, 
and of the Allied armies have been alert for many months to the con 
ditions which prevailed' :m. all N azi-occupied . territories, and a very 
competent corps of investigators m each military area, under the 
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control of our armed forces and those of our allies, has been for 
months engaged in gathering and docqmenting testimony which will 
be available for use when those guilty of these atrocities are brought to 
trial. The Army of the United States alone has already gathered 
testimony and sworn statements that will fill many volumes. 
In Paris the French 'Provisional Government has set up a commission 

for the investigation of war crimes. The Allied Nations have set up a 
war crimes commission, with its headquarters in London, made up of 
competent men representing 16 of the Allied Nations, and already 
specific charges are being made against many of the outstanding 
Ieaders of this criminal program. . 
It was the high privilege of the members of your committee to 

confer with our military authorities in Europe, with the French Com 
mission in Paris, and the Allied Commission in London, concerning 
their methods and procedures and the results intended to be obtained 
by their activities, and the members of this committee were gratified 
at the thorough way in which this work is being undertaken. It 
has already been announced by the President that Justice Robert H. 
Jackson, of the Supreme Court of the United States, has been desig 
nated to represent this country in the preparation and presentation 
of the evidence which will be brought before such tribunals as may 
be in existence, or may be established, for the trial of major war 
criminals. 
In view of all these activities, the committee does not feel at liberty 

at this time to recommend the creation of an additional agency for the 
investigation of these war crimes or for their ultimate disposition but 
feel that the agencies now dealing with the problem are approaching 
the subject from the standpoint of practical justice in every area and 
in all categories of crimes that may be involved. 
The committee is happy to report that each and every member 

approached the performance of this task with solemnity and with a 
sense of resp<?nsibilit:y .. It was approached wit~out regard to differ 
ences of political affiliation or geographical location. The committee 
feels that out of it all justice will emerge and that through the sicken 
ing spectacle which we have witnessed of the degradation to which 
human beings have been subjected will come ultimately a firmer 
realization that men of all nations and all tongues must resist encroach 
ments of every theory and every ideology that debases mankind and 
that a more just and enduring peace may arise upon the ruins and 
from the sacrifices which the human race has endured through one of 
the most crucial periods of its history. • 

ALBEN w. BARKLEY; 
w ALTER F. GEORGE. 
ELBERT D. THOMAS. 
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KENNETH S. WHERRY. 
LEVERETT SALTONSTALL. 
R. EWING THOMASON. 
DEWEY SHORT. 
JAMES w. MOTT. 
JAs. P. RICHARDS. 
JoI-IN M. VoRY~. 
ED. V. lzAc. 
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