E. K., BLACEKMAN: PIONEER NEBRASKA ARCHEOLOGISY

E. E, Blackman, the Tirst archeclogist for the
Nebraska Btate Historieal Soclety, was born in 1862 at
Davenport, Iowa, and @ed on September 13, 1942, at hile
home in Lincoln, Nebraska. He attended the Davenport
Agadeny of Holences and later became a teacher, It wae
in this capacity that he came to Nebraska, teaching first
at Raymond and then at Roca, where he wae the sohool prin-
eipal, Hyr, Blackmsn nad been interested in the history and
prehistory of the Plains Region for eome time when, during
his firset year in Nebraska, he heard a lecture on the State's
hi;tcry and archeology given by the Reverend William kﬁiﬁﬂy,
of Ulyeses. The lecture so aroused ¥r, Blackman's enthuei-
Qag that he began methodicel research on these subjects
and undertook an archeological reconnalssance of the area
around Roca, Ogeaeicnally he contributed articles based
on this type of work to newspapers and other periodicale -
among them J. aterling Horton's Conservative, published at L
Nebraeka City. It wae through hie acquaintance with Bortoq,
gtemming from their mutual intereet in Nebrsska'se past, \
that Mr, Blackman wee later to become asscclated with the
Hebrqoka Btate Historical Boolety,

In 1808 Mr. Blackman was 8till tesching at Roca and
epending his weekends studying 1n the roome of the Historical




foclety in the basement of the Univereity Library (now
Architecture KHall). At that time J, Amoe Barrett,
Asslistant Secretary of the Boolety, wae literally builde
ing a historical library, as in hie spare time he was ¢on-
structing book shelves ae well as colleoting booke and
periodicals with whieh to f111 them. In the course of

Mr, Blackman'e vieits the two men beoame friends and
thelir pleasant asscelation continued for some years until
Uy, Barrett left the organization,

In 1890 Mr, Blackman had decided to gilve up teaching
and devote full time to writing and resesrch, Shortly
after he had refused re~employment fcr the rollowiég year
J. Bterling Morton invited him to vieit Arbor Lodge. The;;
he and hie hoet spent many hours before the fireplace dis-
cuseing archeology. Morton belleved that the ftate Histore
ical SBoclety should have an active archeoclogleal program and
he was willing to uee his influence to achieve this goal,
Mr. Blackman waes willing to undertake archeocloglcal work
although at that time he doubted that there was sufficient
archeology in Nebraska to provide him with a life time
career. No decision ae to Mr. Blackman'e future asctivities
wag reached at Arbor Lodge. Shortly after his vieit, how-
ever, when he entered the Hiotorio$1 Soclety rcome at
Lincoln to do his customary reading, Hr. Barrett handed
him a letter written by J. Sterling Norton which read:




"This introduces E, E, Blackmen., You will please arrange
@ desk for him as he ie going to do some work for the
Historiecal Society"., MNpr, Blackmsn hss recorded in regard
to thie episode, "Barrett and I laughed over the letter
when he found out that I knew nothing about it, but he
showed me the desk®,

in the epring cof 1901; at a meeting of the Historical
Soclety's Executive Board, $300.00 waes allowed for arch-
eoclogical work, This was accomplished ochiefly through
the influence of J. Sterling Korton. Much depended upon
the results which My, Blackman would be able to obtain
from this expenditure, for funds were not abundant and
the Executive Board felt th#t the lmportance of archeo-
logical work should be proved before it became a regular
part of the Historical Society's program. Nr. Blackman
met the challenge. During the remaining months of that
year he was able to explore eighteen Indian village eites,
map four areas ehowing village locationse, &nd make twenty-
five test excavations., He aleo made trips to Minnesota
and Xansae where, in the company cof loeal collectors,

he wag able to get some idea of the aboriginal material
found in tha-oladjoinins states.

The fact that archeological activities were put on

a permanent basie in 1902 was undoubtedly due to ¥r,




Blackman's initial explorations. In this year he was
employed as aroheologiest for the Historical Soclety and
charged with the ocare cf the museum. During the next five
years he asocomplished a great deal in the way of field work
and in the development of the museum, especially when the
limitatione imposed by transportation diffioultiee and the
need for economy are considered. He was fortunate in ob-
taining passes on wost of the reilway systems, eo that sites
neayr rallroade were not diffiocult of accese. Otherwise he
had to depend for the most part on team and wagon., Nebraska
archeology has ite *"horse and buggy® tredition, as the
following excerpt from Mr. Bleckman's report for 1802 indicates:
"On Sunday, July 20, as we neared the

Platte River at Loulsville we found very soft

roade; the soll had washed from the surrcund-

ing filelds until 1t lay two feet deep in the

roadways; thise was so eoft that tno‘ponio- went

through 1% at every etep and the hubs of the

wagon often nearly touched the top of the soft

mud, After pulling a few miles in thie condition

of roads we were informed that the Platte wae

over the roed near the bridge and were given

directicns how to get acrose. 'You muet keep the

middle of the road while in water; if you get too

far to the right ths water ls twenty-five feet




deep; to the left it is seven or eight feet
deep., You can mske 1t, but be careful.' With
theese instruoctions &till ringing in our ears
we came in esight of the water, at least a Quar-
ter of a mile wide, cne sheet of rapidly flow-
ing water with only fenoce poste on one side
sticking a few inches out of the great lske

to guide us, OCross we muit, ae the river wsas
constantly rising and there was no place for

a camp on account of the water on every esilde,
We live to tell the story, but the experience

was anything but pleasant®,

By 1906 Mr. Blackman had explored the sastern third
of Nebraska with speoisl attention to the valleys of the
Blue and the Platte. He had made a beglnning on the
study of sitee along the Misscuri River, Altogether, fifty
village sites had been visited and reported., BSurface
colleotions had been made for purposes of couwparison and
study, as well ae for dleplay in the museum.

Very early Mr, Blackman oconcelved the 1dea of inter-
esting looal oollectore in the arocheoclogical work of
the State Historical Society. He was able tc induce many
collectore %o make surveys of the areas in which they

lived, and report the results to him., He expended a great




deal of time and effort in keeping these informante
interested and aotive, even circulating a privately
printed progreee report concerning archeclogy. Through
these activitlies he not only obtained valuable information
at little coset but acquired new membere for the Svolety
from smong those primarily interested in archeology. Some
of the collectore donsted or lmned material to the museum
80 that the number of catalogued items increased very
warkedly under lir, Blackman'e ouraoy. Actually, the
quantity and quallty of thie materisl, which soon filled the
muacum'and all avalleble storage facilitles, was a strong
argument in the campaign for & new Historical foclety build«
ing. The growing interest in archeology resulted in an in-
ereasing number of requeste from over the state fopr
lectures on the subject, and such talks became a cpanlriq
part of My, Blackman's work,

In addition %o d&achargxns the dutlies of ercheolog-
iat and curator, Hr. nlaaknan wae engaged, during his early
years with the Iooioty, in a nuuber of research projects,
He oomp&led 8 1iat of Nobraska € bottcr known Indlens, with
1nrornntxcn regarding each, On hie lecture tripe he had
found that instructors attempting to teach the History of
Heﬁraska were handicsapped by & lack of readily avallable
information. Therefore he undertock tc aseemble date on
Nebraeke's history and prehistory with the intenticn of




writing a text. He attempted to relocate the Lewis and
Clark campsites in and near Nebraeka and eetablish their legal
desoriptions.

In 1910 Mr. Blackman left the Nebraeka State Hietorilcal
Soclety and went to Kansas City, He remalned there until
1917, at whiech time he rejoined the staff of the Soclety
ae Curator of the Wuseum. Although his efforts from 1917
until his retirement were devoted largely to the care of
the museum he oontinued to report new archedlcgical sites
and do further work on some of thoese already known, In
the summer of 1924 his investigatlione irn the Loup Valley
brought out evidence which tended to sonfirm the presence
in that area of the Villasur Expedition. Thie group of
Bpaniards was massacred somewhere in what is now Nebraska
in 1720. In the apring of 1926 he epent three weeks at
the exteneive Leary site, in Hichardson Oounty, Nebraska.

Besides his archeological work Mr, Blackman took
part in some other intereeting activitles. On September
13, 1924, he gave one of the first radio talks on histor-
ical subjeots when he epoke over Redlc Station W O A W,
Ouwaha, on "The Exploration of Aboriginsl Remains in the
Loup Valley®. In 1928 the Burlington Railroad Company and
the Nebraska State Historicel Socelety eponeored a traveling
museum; & rallway cosch in which were dlaplayed rellies of

ploneer Nebraska. With Mpr, Blackman in charge it traveled




acrose the state %o Allignce where it was one of the
attractions in the celebration of the town's fortieth
anniversary.

iy, Blackman retired from active work at the Histor-
ical Eoelety in May, 1934. Even after his retirement, how-
ever, he ocntinued to be sought out by young people interw
ested in the Indiane of Hobruaku.

Although he neglected no opportunity to preserve
material of a purely historical nature, Hr, Blackman's
chief contributions were 1n the fleld of Nebraska Arch-
eclogy, He wae able to accomplish a large amount of sur-
vey work because he was willing to supplement meagre funde
with a greater expenditure of time and energy. Much of
the later archeclogical work of the State Historical So-
cliety consgisted of testing or excavating sites which he
reported. Although he himself wae never able to carry out
extensive excavations on any one site because of lack of
funds, he was able to obtain some information as to the cone
etruction and artifact content of aboriginal dwellings,
caches, and mocunds by trenching through them 8o as to ex~
pose a oross section. A good brief evaluation of Mr. Black~
men's achievemente 1is presented by Willism Duncan Strong in
4 Introduction to Nebraska Archeology, publiehed in 1936,
o #seeshils various annual reports contain references

to a great nuamber of historie and prehistoric abor-




iginal sites both in Nebraeska and just beyond the
S8tate boundaries. In his first report may be found
& good brief account of the Indian tribes knowa, or
believed, to have occupled Nebreeka within the his-
torle period, His early claseiflications of Nebraska
cultures and ceramic types (1903, pp. 310-314; 1906,
p. B; 1908, pp, 394-398) are perhaps not so fortunate,
though theee were made at a time when lack of data
made adequate generalizatiocns imposeible, Partioc-
ularly valuable are his brief references to such
hietorioc eites as the Oto village near Yutan (1803,
p. £06; 1907 a, p. 3606), the Omaha village on the
forks of the Papillion (1908, p. 391), the hiator!q
Pawnee villegee at Linwood, Horee Creek, Clarks,
Genoa, and the McClaine site near Fremont, He ex-
plored the remarkable protohistoric Pawnee villages
at the Schuyler or Gray site and at the Burkett site
(1906, p. B; 1903, p. 297). Later he carried on
exgcavations at the Burkett site, deciding that it
wao'u fkidi Pawnee village dating from arcund 1341
A.D. (1907 a, pp. 339-344; 1924, pp. 1-8). Blaok-
man also examined the Republican Pawnee village near
Republic, Kens., reputed to be the one visited by
Zebulon Pike, and pointed cut that the local topo-
graphy wae not in agreement with the maps anddescrip-
tions of Pike's exploring party."




It might be added that Mr. Blackman, from his study
of ethnohistory, had oome to the coneluelon that the Valley
of the Dee Moinee River should be explored as the locality
most likely to yiéld archeclogleal evidence of Omaln migra-
tione. He wished to do thie work himself but could find no
spongor for the project. ,

Although Mr., Blsokmen had no formal training in
archeology, he wae conversant with scientific method and
in hie official reporte he differentiates between his aotuii
observations and his interpretations. Thus, even though his
theorles, with thoee of other investigators of his time, have
in some cases been superceded, his clesr statements of fact
continue to be of wvalue to etudents, Following the trend
of the times, for lnetance, he tended to overemphasize the
value of stonework for identifying archeologieal complexes,
This does not, however, affect the importance of his comments
on the types of stone artifacts found at partioular sltes.

Hr. Blackman recognized the importance of photographs
as evidence. In his report for 1208 appears thie comment:

"It is very important that photographs be taken

in almost every excavation if the work 1le to

stand the test of seclentific investigation. It

18 not enough that the work be descoribed in all

Ait- detaile -~ scientiets regquire the additional

proof of the camera."




nllo

He bought a moderately priced camers with his own funds,
meanwhile petitioning the Higtoricsl Scelety for one
which ocould handle detall work, but this was not granted
him, Laecking photographic equipment he attempted to de-
scribe his work in groater detall,

Nr. Blackman considered it his duty to the publiec and
to thoee who had aQOparntod with him in archeclogical work
to report the results of his inveetigations. Since, after
1907, no provision was made for the publication of his re-
ports, his work was publiclized for the most part in newsw
paper articles which were too often re-phrased by Jjournal-
iete co as to emagze rather then inform readers. On a
elipoing of one especially bizarre article oonoorﬁing the
"Spanish massacre", M¥r, Blackman made this notation: "I
never authorized or sanctioned thie disgraceful ‘crazy’
yirn'.

: ir. Blackman brought to his work the honesty and
gonscientious attitude whioch he displayed in other sspects
of his life. He had been reluctant, in 1869, to go into
archeoclogy because he was not sure that there was enough
such work in Nebraska to provide him with a life-time
career. With him financial remuneration was not the pri-
mary objeotive, He wae seeking some work worthy of dlligent
and long-continued effort, - work in which he might make a
significant contribtution, This attitude, maintained through
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years in which inadequate salary and lack of funds for
research and publication might have disheartened ancother,
kept him at hie work for the Hebreska State ﬂzstorzeal
Boclety. And it wae his nérk for the Socletly whlcﬁ estab-
lished in Nebraeka a tradition of publicly sponsored arch-
eology which hae few parallels in the history of other states.
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ELMER E. BLACKMAN,

E.E.Blackman
taken by death

Elmer Ellsworth Blackman, 77,
former curator of the state his-
torical society, died at his home
at 136 So. 29th Sunday morning.
He leaves his wife, Margaret; a
daughter, Mrs. E. S. Mathers, Lin-
coln; a son, J. Ellsworth Black-
man, Gering, Neb., and four grand-
children.

Mr. Blackman was born at
Davenport, Ia. aond came to Ne-
braska from Kansas 50 years ago.
He taught school at Raymond and
Roca before becoming associated
with the state historical society
at the time J. Sterling Morton
was president. He was an author-
ity on Indian history.

Mr. Blackm#&n retired because
of ill health from the position of
curator six years ago. He was a
member of the Second Presby-
terian church and Modern Wood-
men of America, camp 969.
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