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1889 Upominka 1914 

na petadvaeetil etou rocen­ 

ku vysveceni 

Velebneh o Pana 

Jana Stepana Broze 

na kneestvi 

v Churu ve Svycarech 

dne 14. cervenceL. P. 1889 

Domine, labia mea aperi es, 

Et os meum annuntiabit 

laudem Tuam, 

Dodge, Neb., 14. cervence 1914. 
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Im t>t>f.{;j i>twt .of' ~.i1l.lf,Zl!Walt1.> mt 
'fO'lJB "'~-l'I? -PUl"lt more mr<l mnri> ! 
300 day'a indu.Jgence,enct-, tin,e. Pope'PiuslX. 



PETADVACET LET VZORNYM KNEZEM! 
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POZVANf KU OSLA VE PET ADVACETILETEHO KNEZSTVI 

JANA STEPANA BROZE 
KNEZE-SPISOVATELE A BASNIKA 

KONSULTOR KNEZSKY, CINNY CLEN STATNi DEJEPISNE SPOLECNOSTI V NEBRASCE 
CLEN MISSISSIPPI VALLEY HISTORICAL ASS'N, CLEN INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF ' 

AMERICANISTS, WASHING TON, D. C., A CLEN AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASS'N. 
kterii konati se bude pi'i osade sv. Viiclava 

VE STREDU, ONE 24. CERVNA 1914, V DODGE, NEBRASKA. 

PROGRAM SLAVNOSTI: 
23. Cervna: Uvitini a ubytov<l.ni hostU. 

1 
Cirkevni slavnost V chramu Pane sv. V.iclava O 10. hod. r.ino. 

24 - Slavnostni kiz8.ni bude miti J.M. nejdllst. p. biskup Jos. M Koudelka ze Superior, Wis. 
· cervna: Program Skolnieh ditek ve 3:30 hod. odpoledne v Operni Sini. ..._ 

V eCerni program v 8:30 hod. veCer v Operni Sini. 

'I I 



Program skolnich ditek 

ve 3:30 odpoledne, v Operni Sini. 

1. Slavnostni piseii s pfanim. 

2. Hra - "Vyjev vdecnych citu ". 

3. Anglicke prani. 

4. Anglioka piseii - ' 'Prairie Child' '. 

5. Flower Drill. 

6. Pisen - "Vesnicko ma" . 

7. Baseii vldp. Jana Vranka. 

8. Piseii '' Chaloupko rodinna.' '. 

9. Children's Surprise. 

10. Dollarove princezny se svymi medvidky. 

11. "Klekani ", Z ochoty zapeji - 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . slecny Carrie a Mabel Hrabakovy, 

Koufeni v sini po dobu programu neni dovoleno, 

Program vecerni 
v 8 :30 vecer, v Operni Sini. 

1. Hudba Orchestr p. Jos. Srba 

2. Uvodni proslov p. J. J. Koliha 

3. Baseii "Za sto let" ( J. St. Brose) - 
........ prednese pi. F. A. Sedlackova z Omahy 

4. Hymna "Sv. Va.clave!" - 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . K varts tt'.1 z Howell a z Dodge 

5. Rec za osadnice pi. Frantiska Btudnickova 

6. Duetto slc, Carrie a Mabel Hrabakovy 

7. Rec aa osadniky a odevsdani darn oslavenci­ 
............................... p. Ant. Dvorak 

8. V elezpev K vartetta z Howell a z Dodge 

9. Rec, prednese vldp. K. Zak z Howell, Neb . 

10. · Baseii "Hallada z tovarny " (M. A. Simacka)­ 
........ prednese pi. F. A. Bedlaekova z Omahy 

11. Duetto slc. Carrie a Mabel Hrabakovy 

12. Rec, prednese Jeho Milost nejdiist, biskup - 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . J. M. Koudelka ze Superior, Wis . 

13. Hudba Orchestr p. Jos. Srba 

Koureni v sini po dobu programu neni dovoleno. 



Supplement to Dodge Criterion, Oct, 14, 1904. 

Short Historical Sketch of . . . 

St. Venceslaus' Catholic Church 
At Dodge, Nebraska. 

Biography of Father Broz, Its Pastor. 

(Wednesday, September 28, was St. Yeuceslaus' day, the name day of the Catholic church 
at Dodge. This paper deems it proper to-present this history at this time. Mauy of our 
readers are members of this church, but others will also be interested, We are under 
obligations to Rev. Broz· for the data for this ar tlcle.) 

• 

TO this congregation belong the· Bohemian Catholics of Webster 
township in Dodge 'county, Monterey and .Lincoln townships in Cuming 
county, aud south Lincoln township in 'Colfax county. 

,, 

FiR.sT CATHOL~C CHURCH IN DODGE 

Th~ first Bohemian settlers came to this vicinity in 1870 and shortly Le­ 
fort>, 1i11d took homesteads. Theywere .Ios, Veuceslaus and .luu Maly, 
Frank Pospisil, Jan Novak, J_os Brazda, Venc Oliverins, ~ Beduasek , 
- .J~necek,-:- Hubanka, Jos Nebuda, Ff. Heroic!; ~ Steclry, - Harnpl , 
Frank, and Josef Hanzl, .Josef H~vel, Pavel Faltin; Fr. Svoboda sr., .Ios 
Mayer, Frank Uhlik; Jos Hrouda, Fr. Klikos, Jes Pert, Auton Psot a, 
Dominik ;Brazda, Fr. Kloida, .Ian Brezina; Jos Severin, V. Vlacl1, Fr. 
Spiudler, .Jos Roubinek, V. Dostal, V. Krajicek, .f. Musil, Fr. Mares, .. fan 
Vlpa. . 

They were then a ~ery 'long distance from towns and railroad points, 
and experienced all the hardships and privations of a pioneef life incident 

. ,. -~ . ·c - \ . 
to poor beginners. The grasshopper plague oti874-75-76 caused many 
an American farmer in this vicinity to become· discMiriiged arid;'~i~~~~ · the 
country, But Bohei:nian farmers did not leave their newly acquired homes, 
an indisputable testimony of their love for agricultural purs~its, which, 
from the earliest historical times has been .a .oharucteristio 0f the· Sia vonic - • •' • . . • , • -· • . . •• . • ! - ~. ~ . . 

After 187~ another party of immigrants from Germany and Bohemia 
came to Lincoln township, in the north part of Colfax county, and took 
homesteads near the presint site of the Oleyen church, viz: Herman 
t>ietzmeiet, 1lenry Kamppsebneider, Henry Kossmaver and ~enry Dierk­ 
sohneider. In 1873 oame J'osef Glodowski, Anton Wiesnieskl. .J. Pep­ 
lniski and M. Rajewicz. 

race. ' \ 
Many of those first settlers weregood and pious Catholics and remained 

faithful to the -doctrines-of Jesus-Christ which was preached t'o their fore, 
fathers by the great Apostles St. Cyrillus and Methorlus, and iatradhc~d 
to Bohemia through our holy patron St. Venceslaus, They were used to 
hearing mass every Sunday and ·holy day and even on week days, but 
here they found no Catholic church, 'and · no priest for mil-es . who could 
speak the BohemianIanguage. The nearest chui-~);i.w.;is the .St, Anthony 
chapel in St. Charles precinct, Cuming county. 

FIRST 0RG.ANIZATrON, 
In 1873, there Ii.ad already b.een some talk of a church in this vicinity. 

The first meetitrg for this pnrpose was pe1d in February in the house o_f 
Josef Hanzl on his farm in _Dodee cou;ty, one mile north of the present· 
town of Snyder. 1'hirty· ··tnernberl!l were present and they resolved to 
build a Bohemian-German ohurch.on--seotio!'!- fl, on the farm now owned 
by .John Smeal. An orgauization was. effected with J os Hanzl as presi­ 
dent, Henry Hunker treasurer and Pavel Faltin secretary. 

But the Catholics, Bohemians, Ge~mans and Polish, in the north part ot 
Colfax coimty w&re not satisfied- with. tµis .decision a.nd held a special 
meeting at Pietzmeier.'s, and- t1ecided to ·build a Catholio churoh on the 
site of the present Ole:ye-n. · l'.hey oougbt.40 acres of land, hauled lumber 
from F~emont a~d hu.:ilt a li~le church. Father Uhing from St. Charles, 
held the first services in this ohurch. 

Fmsi BoH-..i\llAN P~1~~T 

How glad the Bohemian'.s !_1Dd Poles were wb_en they learned that a 
B,,hemian priest, F ATH~H SuDLAK; -"'~_ul~ ~_ay mass. h_ere and pr_each God's 
wo-rci in their owe. lirngcrage-. The ua-ys when. Father. Sul~_k, the fJt.mous 
Bohemian missionary, was here were "holy day.s" for all Catholics. 

. F1"as; .RESIDEN~ PR°i~s·; 
• ~ ' A.,. t. #. ... 0 

On the 30th ot Au.gus~, 1877, the Hight Rev. Bishop O'Connor sent 
- . . : L: - , . •• , . 

111~.re the first res.ident Bohe_~_ian priest, JOHN A. BLASKA, who rdRrnined 
i11 the pastorate for four years. 

Father Frahk Tnerk took charge of the congregation on .J tine 8, 1882. 

'CE)ll)TERY 

· Dufing bis adm'inistration t~e .Bofienifan Catholi'.Ss built a churc~ on their 
_ceme~e:ry in Montei-ey towtiship, Outni:ng i5o'tinty. And here i.s the proper 
beginning of the 

S-i'. VJJ:NCE&LAtrs' CoNGREGATION. 
Early in the spring of 1883 they held a meeting at Frank Chudamulka's 

p)ace and decided :to pur-chue gi,ound to, :a Caiho!fo cem·etery. They 
.bought 2½_ acres from Frank Ka_r.sik and ;l¼ acres from. John ~tanell;_sr. 
A'ifot'ber -~-~~th1g wag held li'ebruarj ~. 1884-, io oo:it-d 'tli~ ciliurcili: F6l- 

. h>'wing tite -~be fiYi:inde;s o.t t'l:rllt cli..frci'ti: 
.T6sM fttOud1i, $25 ltitharjifa ,Mtr~s, $1~ 
Jd~ "ah·er 25 :r:afi Reme-rlia 20 
M-a'fie Mai'itll 1~ .f'Jti 'St~j:ska! 20 

/n 
I' 

Frab1t lla1iz1 
3ak Rtl~~~ 

(;,.,. t'- - ' V,a:c 11.rdl>t 

'20 ·so 
10' 



Geo Kulhanek 10 Jan V enclicek 10 Vac Dostal .25 
Vac Mares 15 Fr. Karnik 25 E. Novak 25 
Fr. Holub 25 P. Vogeltanc 30 V. Vlach 25 
Jan Vad varka 25 Ferd Vadvarka 25 Jan Mayer 30 
Jos Suva 30 
In 1886 joined- Fr. Studnicka 7 V. Lichtenberg 20 
February 26, 1~89- Josf Kavan 30 Vac Kucera 25 

Tom Pujar 25 K. l)vorak 25 • V .. Stuclnicka 30 
Fr. Havelka 25 .Ian Pojar - 25 A ntou Tresnak 25 
Vac Miller 25 Fr. E_vrt 25 Martin Puleio 25 
Jan Ourada 25 Jos Lichtenberg. 30 T. Frcek 25 
Jan Miiler 25 Fr. Uber, :J ·. 25. V. Ticbota 25 
Fr. Stecher 25 Jan .M~rtinek 30 Karel Karnik, .. 25 

----:---- 

The church was 40 x 24, arid the ouridiog· "expense's· w~i-e · $1;138. 'l'he 
lumper was brought from Scribner, ·1w_d :the;,;churi:l.h .completed the .same 
year, and consecrated for itspurpose-on St. Venceslaus'·.day 1-884, by Rev 
Father Tnerk from Oley en, who had.charge of this new congregation. 
. In 1887 a collection was made 'for a belf;\vbich c-Ost $110, and wei,o-hed 

. ' 1 . ' · _, 1 " '~1 1,·, 

850·pounds with the frame. ·. · ·· ,.; · , ·· '" · · • L-· •· 

In the year 1889 the church was mo~~t from Cuming county to the 
new town of Dodge, and Father Trlt'irftihad tire· first ·mass the same Far. 

lb the f~r !890. Dodge became, fot- one· year;·"a: IlllSSIUIJ pl,rbe . of tl:e 
Buhemi"an churclr a-t"-0-rrl:iha unde'i- ·tir'e1:·c1iai:gi of gelleral vik ar V. Chord 
and lri-s ass1stiH-(0E'ather'Jos ~facourek ... : : :,. '" ... ·, ... :. 

-G~::1~J H., -r:-~ ··~·-;~;_ ',(~·,j{i·· .;'.i::., ., :.;_ . ;'. •·· 
Frusr REs·rnENi P1tIEST FOR DODGE 

-r~:: ... .::1'-I _ ~1:.::-.<4 .1. ·u~ .... 
.Ianuar y 4, 1891, Rev . .Ios RECH<', a new Bohemiau priest from Vi eunu, 

A ustrra, was aflpoiHle:d· as 'the fii4t, r'~ia~iit•p"i-iast· fur' 't:>odge, aud was with 
the ~ongi-e gation ~ill°'l8-02, ·ha.ving also·:-the··~hirge at Sri) d er. · _ H'e -,~as 
succeeded again by Very Rev. Father Chok~1.!yr/,rif· ·Omaha/ li-r\cl his as' 
sistant pries t, Rev, .0:b:oka Qfgl.lni.zed her;e::a: brancl1 uf flie'. "first Bohe­ 
m ia n Catholic Central Union" in October 1892, and at the same tirr e the 
"Altar Society".v.·ith Mrs. Hanzl president.iMrs. Stuelu icka. v-iee-presicleut, 
Mrs. Kavan treasurer, Mrs. Dvorak secretary.: · 

When Father Chuk~ was transferred from Omaha. to l\luut..-rey, Cuming 
-county, Rev . .Jan Vranek and his a~sist!:Lat; Rev. Chundelak,diad eharge 
of Dodge. During their aclmin_istration,. tbe. congregation built a 

, ~~:..,.,. . 

Vrba, Fr Hanzl, .T. Vogltanc, Fr Evrt, Fr Chudamulka, Simon Chu::lamul­ 
ka, Anton Kempp, Vac Krajicek, Jan Faltin, B. Ka van~- each $100. 

Pete V ogltanz, .J os Minarik,_ A. Roubinek, each $75. 
V. Kucera, F. Svec, V. Brazda: .J. Ouradnik, V. Ticbota, Fr Havelka, 

Fr Studnicka, Jan Havrda, .Tos Suva jr:,· Fr Otradovec, Jan -Tomka, Thos 
Pojar, K. Otradovec, F. Stecher, Fr Holub, T. Frcdk, Marie Mand!, Ferd 
Odvarka jr, Jan Vodvarka, .Jos Pojar, V. Junek, Fr Tichota, Fr Srb and 
H ubanka, each $50. 

Besides those above mentioned thirty others donated over $400. So 
the whole collections for the new church was $4,861.80. 

The ehureh wrs e-,nsecrated on the 12th of Nove~ber; _1893, by very· 
Rev. \-\'ill Choka allll many assistant priests. 

INTERIOR OF THE DODGE CHURCH 

,_. 

NE"\\), CHURCH, 80 X 40, F-OR $5,000. 

Mr. Vor~cek of Omaha, did the w'~f:'_ns-~eal and' generosity of the 
memq_ers for the new church wae iinme~ie .. Followin/(ari/the ·donatioa-~:: - 
.J~sef G;lodows~i $125, .Tan Miller, Vaclav Miller,. Kal'el. Dvorak, .Tos 
Lwhte~-1:!~;rg,,'Vac 1-Iares, Karel H;~bak, V. Studnicka, Pavel Faltin, l''r 
Svoboda: Gi~i,g'e--:Frei, Jan Martinek, V. Dostal,· Jan ~tanek,' J,l~ Ruzek; 
J;sef Mares;-Aiiton Trns~ak, Fr Uher, Jos J~llinek, ·Jos s·uv~ ~r, V~c 

...,.,. 

f· ·. - 
REV . .JAN S;E~HEN, BROZ 

·~ 
Was born at'Kar<laso,va;l~Pcic<'., 

the 25th uf December, i865. Af­ 
ter-the preparat,,ry t;tudies he was 
seat to the elassical course uf 
eight years to the GJ!Pllli(lium at 
Neuhaus, one 'of the olclest .. col­ 
leges in Bohemia, and after the 

' severe examinati?n of rnatricity 
entered the university of G-raz, in 
Syria, studying there one yeaJ 

the philosophy. 
Then be went to Ohur, in Switzerland, preparing himself in the theo­ 

logical studies for priesthood. Ue was ordained priest the/ 4th of "July, 
1889 by Bishop .John Battaglia, and was sent as a missionary for his 
countrymen in Nebraska, the diocese of Omaha. He was first assistant 
priest at Chadron, and then wal' _sent to take charge of the mixed congre-. 
gation at St. P;iul, Neb. 

The 1st of .Janli'lf)', 189!, he was appointed pastor at Dodge>, where , in 
the course of onA year he built a parochical residence for $1,200. ai;id with 
the help of his· generous parishoners, ornamented the interior of the church 
at a cost of $3,000. He organized a fraternal society, the "Catholic . 
·Workman.". He also attended the neighboring BoQem_i~n Catholic con­ 
gregation at Howells for 8 years .. 

The matter in this.supplemetit was run in the paper two weeks ago, out the illustrations 
were poor. The cuts were made fine so they could be used in the history Rev. Broz is get­ 

. ting out, and they are too fine for newspaper work, Hence the reproduction now. 

• 
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KATOLICKY DELNIK?J 
CATHOLIC WORKMAN 

Oredni organ Katolickeho Delnika. The Official Organ of · the Katolicky Delnik. 
PUBLISHED MONTHLY AT 1611 SO. 11th STREET - ST. LOUIS 4, MO. SUBSCRIPTION 50c PER ANNUM. 
Acceptance for mailing at the special rate of postage _provided lo~ in Section 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized on August 
23rd, 1918. - Entered as second-class matter July 18, 1917, at Post Office at St. Louis (4), Mo., under act of August 24th, 1912. 

SUPREME EXECUTIVE COUNCIL • SUPREME OFFICERS: 
Honorary President: Most Rev. L. B. Kucera, D.D., LL.D., 2801 Calvert St., Lincoln, Nebr. - Spiritual Director: Rt. Rev. Msgr. A. 
Vojacek, 510 - 16th Ave., E. Cedar Rapids, Iowa. - President: V. F. Jelinek, 4114 So. 13th St., Omaha (7], Nebr. - Vice-President: 
Fr. Hengenius, 12917 Dove Ave., Cleveland, 0. - Secretary: S. F. Wagner, New Prague, Minn. - Treasurer: . W. Ficenec, 4827 S. 24th _ 

Ci) St., Omaha (7), Neb. - Medical Examiner: Dr. S. T. Kucera Lonsdale, Minn. - Counsellor: J. A. Vojlf 518 Insurance Bldc., Omaha (2), Co) 
~ Neb. - Trustees: J. K. Proskocil, 2757 S. 13 St., Omaha (9), Neb., J. J. Pavlik, 5602 S. 19 St., Omaha (7), Neb., H. A. Parma, Ennis, Tex. ~ 
~~ M1,1naging Editor: Rev. Francis J. Oborny, Dodge, Nebraska. (i.J .~ =- ~;.\i~~ll=================================;::;;;;i l~.::'.,'!~ 
VOLUME 37. SEPTEMBER I, 1944. NUMBER 9. 
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i ..................................................................................................................................................................................................... , K ucteni pamatky 25. vyroci wnrti ceskeho basnika z Nebrasky, dp. Jana St. Broze, ktery zemfel 2. zaH 1919. 
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In Memory of Rev. 1ml: Stepan Broz. 
25th Anniversary of His Death, September 2, 1919. 

HISTORY is made up of names. These names 
are mostly of people who were leaders of men 

and left their imprint on the community or country 
in which they put to practice their ideals and con­ 
victions. 
Father Broz was one of these men who came 

to this new country of his for the sole purpose of 
serving to the spiritual needs of his many fellow­ 
countrymen, who were here for many years with­ 
out any religious consolation. He became more 
than this. He was not only an energetic missionary 
priest and pastor, but his influence reached be­ 
yond of those of his compatriots. He became to be 
one of the best known priests in thestcte of Nebra­ 
ska through the numerous societies, where he held 
membership. 

Father John St. Broz was a poet of note, and his 
poetry in his native tongue immortalized his name 
as one of the leading Czech poets on the American 
soil. The Nebraska Czechs and their descendants 
claim him as one of their most outstanding sons of 
the state. 

Father Broz was born December 25, 1865, in 
Kcrdcsovo Recice, County Tabor, Bohemia. - He 
studied four years in his birthplace, later in the. 
gymnasia in [indfichuv Hradec, where he gradu­ 
ated. With his friend John Vranek he entered the 
University of Styria, in Gratz, for at that time it 
was almost impossible to gain entrance to a semi­ 
nary in Bohemia, when the applicant had no in­ 
fluential friends. In the Styrian seminary Emanuel 
Bouska also was a student, and the three became 
fast friends. Inasmuch as the German element pre­ 
vailed, conditions became unpleasant and the three 
students asked leave to attend the University in 
Chur, _Switzerland. Rev. John Hodyc, who came to 
Nebraska, entered there too the following years. 
All four were ordained July 14, 1889, and all came 
to Nebraska, as did also another student from 
Chur, Rev. Joseph Koutek. · 

Father Broz arrived in Chadron, Nebraska, May 
1, 1890, to assist Rev. J. Brophy. The territory com­ 
prised of Sioux, Dawes, Box Butte and Sheridan 
counties, with faculties in Northern Wyoming. - 
Father Broz was to look after the Czechs, Poles 
and Germans. The country was sparsely settled, 
and there were no churches, for the drouth meant 
no crops and disappointed settlers. Northwest of 
Chadron was a good-sized Czech colony, but it 
became almost extinct after 1890. In Box Butte 
County were two large colonies, one west of Hem­ 
ingford and one east, but both have become almost 
depopulated of Czechs. There was also a small 
German mission on the Niobrara River iJl Box Butte 

County, numbering twelve families, but having no 
church. In Sheridan County he served in a public 
school house, fifteen miles north of Rushville. - 
Twelve miles south were Czech and Polish families, 
these he served also in a schoolhouse. East of the 
Niobrara Valley was a Dutch and German colony, 
the people living in dugouts. He had to cdnduct 
services out in the open, on account of the flies 
and mosquitoes, an old rocking chair serving as 
a pulpit. In Northern Sioux County, near the South 
Dakota boundary lived a number of Germans who 
had come from Wisconsin. There they had taken 
their church apart, brought the material to Nebra­ 
ska and rebuilt it again. This setlement was named 
Montrose. Father Broz served Mass several times 
in Fort Robinson, and met with Indians while at 
Gordon. - His work was entirely of a missionary 
kind, as it was impossible to effect any organiza­ 
tion under the circumstances. 

At the close of 1890 Father Broz was made rector 
in St. Paul, Howard Country, a Czech-Polish-Ger­ 
man-Irish parish, from where he took care of War­ 
saw, six miles west, the Czech parish Geranium 
(Netolice) and the Polish parish Bolesczyn in How­ 
ard County. Once a month he went to Ravenna, 
then a mixed parish. In 1894 he was made pastor 
in Dodge, from where he took care of Howells, 
and where he built the first Catholic school in the 
state outside of Omaha, in which Czech was taught 
as a part of the course. On June 24, 1914, he cele­ 
brated the silver jubilee of his priesthood, Bishop 
Koudelka of Wisconsin participating. From Dodge 
he was transferred to Schuyler to which the St. 
Mary's parish was attached as a mission. Here at 
the Wilson mission he built a new church in the 
year 1918. In 1919 he was transferred to the As­ 
sumption Parish of South Omaha, where he died 
that same year. His later years were years. of 
physical' suffering, tuberculosis of the bone in his 
leg, necessitating nine operations. 

He is remembered today, especially in Nebraska, 
as the beloved poet-priest of the Czech ancestry. 
He was a poetjof striking ability. The subject of 
many of his poems were the Czech immigrants on 
the Nebraska Prairie. His love of his mother coun­ 
try, the love of Nebraska, and love of- the Church, 
found its way into many of his touching poems. 

His published works are as follows: 1909; by 
the Bohemian Benedictine Press, Chicago, "History 
of the Bohemian Catholic parish cf St. W enceslaus 
in Dodge County"; 1913, by Hlas, St. Louis, Mo., 
"From The Prairie" (poems); 1915 the same publish­ 
er: "Bohemian John" (poems) no date;. the same 
publisher: "The Antiquity of Man in America." He 

II 
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was preparing for publication other works, which 
were never realized. Being financially poor during 
his lifetime, he was not able to have these works 
completed and appear in print before his death. 

Besides this he was an authority on skeletal re­ 
mains of the aborigines and geology in Nebraska. 
He was a member of the "American Historical So­ 
ciety", "Nebraska Historical Society", "Mississippi 
Valley Historical Society", and a "Member of Con­ 
gress of Americanists." 
Father Broz was an organizer, and the Catholic 

Workman Association reaped great benefits from 
this talent. He was one of the three priests who 
organized the first three branches of the Catholic 
Workmen in Nebraska, in the year 1894. The first 
K. D. branch in Nebraska was No. 6 in Heun, or­ 
ganized by Father John Vlcek: the second was No. 
7, in St. Paul, organized by Father Joseph Chun­ 
delak, scarcely five weeks after the one at Heun; 
and the third was No, 8, organized by Father Broz 
in Dodge, just a week after the one in St. Paul. 

"GOOD KING ·WENCESLAUS" 
Every child in England and America knows the 

Christmas carol of "Good 'King W enceslaus" who 
went forth in the frost and snow of winter to carry 
food and fuel to the poor, and whose servant 
warmed his own frozen feet by placing them in the 
footprints of his moster which emitted warmth. The 
author of this carol, John Mason Meale, found a 
beautiful subject for his composition in the Latin 
legend of St. W enceslaus dating from the XIII or 
XIV century and commencing with the words "Ut 
ormuncietur". In fact the legend contains all the 
points that appear in the famous carol. The author 
of the legend says of St. W enceslaus: 

"When the severe frosts of winter came and 
were so intense that the lives of many persons were 
in peril,. he himself, a zealous doer of deeds of 
mercy, would rise in secret from his royal couch 
in the night, and in his great enthusiasm for good 
did not hesitate to liken himself unto a thief. He 
took wood-not of course other people's, but that 
which had been prepared for him, piled it in a 
great load on his back and bore it to the dwellings 
of poor widows and orphans, where he plcced it 
stealthily by their doors." Then the author of the 
legend tells the naive story of St. Y.,enceslaus and 
his forester: "His forester perceived that some one 
was stealing wood during the night, but unable 
to discover the thief. He reported the matter to the 
Prince. W enceslaus advised him to redouble his 
vigilance and to give the thief a good thrashing if 
he caught him, but to allow him to take the wood. 
The forester was surprised that the Saint should 
allow him to thrash anyone-a course very con­ 
trary to his habitual mildness. The next night the 
forester surprised the thief, but did not recognize 
.him, He beat him so soundly that the Saint was 

hardly able afterwards to drag his load of wood 
with him." This happened on several occasions, so 
the biographer assures us. 

Then the legend proceeds: "And when the time 
of fasting came . . . he would arise early in the 
morning from his hard couch, and with his servant 
go from church to church praying for his own soul 
and those of his subjects. He joyfully bore the 
hardships of cold and the stony roads which often 
cut his feet till they left bloodstained prints where 
he passed .... On many occasions his most faith­ 
ful servant who was in the secret of his master's 
doings, saw these bloodstained footprints, and 
when he placed his frozen feet in them he no longer 
felt the severity of the frost." 

The Crown Jewels 
During the St. W enceslaus celebrations in 1929, 

Prague was the scene of a unique spectacle. Tens 
of thousands of people made their way to the Ca­ 
thedral to see the Crown Jewels of the Kingdom of 
Bohemia on exhibition there. At first glance it 
seemed a remarkable thing that the Czechoslovaks 
who have nothing royalist about them should dis­ 
play such respect for the Crown with which the 
Czech kings had been crowned in the Middle Ages. 
The Royal Crown had been designed to rest on the 
skull of St. Wenceslaus. For the safe keeping of 
this Crown the Emperor Charles IV built the strong­ 
hold .of Korluv Tyn in the XIV century. Now the 
Crown is kept in Prague Cathedral with the rest of 
the Crown Jewels. A special act of parliament is to 
be passed abjusting the distribution 'of keys to the 
jewel chambers among the highest officials of the 
State and dignitaries of the Church. The signifi­ 
cance of the St. W enceslaus Crown for the Czech 
nation has been perhaps best expressed by Dr. 
Kamil Krofta, Chief Secretary in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, in a speech delivered' on the 22nd 
of September at a special meeting of the National 
Council, where he said: "With touching persever­ 
ance the Czech nation never ceased to dream of 
that happy moment when the Crown of St. Wen­ 
ceslaus should once again rest upon the head of 
their king and thus the heritage of St. Wenceslaus 
-the aicient Kingdom of Bohemia-should rise to 
new life again. That moment has not come, nor 
will it ever come, but our dream has been fulfilled 
in more beautiful and more complete fashion than 
we ever dared to hope. The Crown of St. Wences­ 
laus does not rest on the head of our king, and 
today is but a beautiful memorial of our glorious 
past. But instead of the ancient kingdom, the sym­ 
bol of which was this Crown, we have a free re­ 
public of the people, independent of all alien pow­ 
er, a republic in which also the Slovck branch of 
our. race is united with us in an indissoluble bond. 
This great difference between our dream and the 
reality of today finds expression, too, in the fact, 
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