1889 Upominka 1914

na péladvacetiletou rocen-
ku vysvéceni

Velebného Pdna
Jana Stépdna Broze

na knézstvi
v Churu ve ;§vjcarech

dne 14. Servence L. P. 1889

Domine, labia mea aperies,
Et os meum annuntiabit

laudem Tuam.

Dodge, Neb., 14. ¢ervence 1914,

PRINTEQ IN GERMANY.
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POZVANI KU OSLAVE PETADVACETILETEHO KNEZSTVI

JANA STEPANA BROZE

KNEZE—SRISOVATELE A BASNIKA

KONSULTOR KNEZSKY, CINNY CLEN STATNI DEJEPISNE SPOLECNOSTI V NEBRASCE,
CLEN MISSISSIPPI VALLEY HISTORICAL ASS'N, CLEN INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF
AMERICANISTS, WASHINGTON, D. C., A CLEN AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASS'N.

ktera konati se bude p¥i osadé sv. Vaclava

VE STREDU, DNE 24. CERVNA 1914, V DODGE, NEBRASKA.

PROGRAM SLAVNOSTI:

23. &ervna: Uvitini a ubytovani hosti.
Cirkevni slavnost v chramu Pané& sv. Vaclava o 10. hod. rano.
24 [ESvna: Slavnostni kazani bude miti J. M. nejdust. p. biskup Jos. M Koudelka ze Superior, Wis.
e * | Program gkolnieh ditek ve 3:30 hod. odvoledne v Operni Sini.
Vecerni program v 8:30 hod. veéer v Operni Sini.




Program skolnich ditek

10.

11

ve 3:30 odpoledne, v Operni Sini.

Slavnostni piseni s pranim,

Hra — “‘Vyjev vdéénych citd’’.
Anglické prani.

Anglicks pisei — ‘‘Prairie Child’’,
Flower Drill.

Pisenn — ‘‘Vesnicko ma’’,

Basen vldp. Jana Vranka,.

Pisen ‘‘Chaloupko rodinni’’.

Children’s Surprise.

Dollarové princezny se svymi medvidky.

““Klekani’’. Z ochoty zapéji —

............. sleény Carrie a Mabel Hrabikovy.

Koureni v sini po dobu programu neni dovoleno.

Program vecerni

v 8:30 vecer, v Operni Sini.

1. Hudba................... Orchestr p. Jos. Srba
2. Uvodni proslov.................. p. J. J. Koliha

3. Basen ‘‘Za sto let”’ (J. St. BroZe) —
........ prednese pi. F. A, Sedla¢kova z Omahy

4. Hymna ‘‘Sv. Viclave!”’ —
................. Kvartetta z Howell a z Dodge

5. Red za osadnice. ... .. pi. Frantiska Studnickova
6. Duetto.......... slé. Carrie a Mabel Hrabakovy

7. Re& za osadniky a odevzdani dari oslavenci—
............................... p. Ant. Dvorak

8. Velezpév.......... Kvartetta z Howell a z Dodge
9. Red, piednese. ... .. vldp. K. Zak z Howell, Neb.

10. " Béseti ‘‘Ballada z tovarny’”’ (M. A. Simacka)—
........ prednese pi. F. A. Sedlitkova z Omahy

11. Duetto.......... slé. Carrie a Mabel Hrabikovy

12. Reé, prednese Jeho Milost nejdiist. biskup —
.............. J. M. Koudelka ze Superior, Wis.

13, Hudba: tgn sar . 1586ntgt .4 Orchestr p. Jos. Srba

Koureni v sini po dobu programu neni dovoleno.




Supplement to Dodge Crlterlon, Oct. 14, 1904.

.Short Hlstorlcal Sketch of

St. Venceslaus’ Catholic Church
At Dodge, Nebraska.

Biography of Father Broz, Its Pastor.

(Wednesday, September 28, was St. Venceslaus’ day, the name day of the Catholic church
at Dodge. This paper deems it proper to-present this history at this time. Many of our
readers are members of this church, but others will also be interested, We are under
obligations to Rev. Broz for thedata for this article.)

TO this congregation belong the Bohemian Catholics of Webster

township in Dodge county, Monterey and Lincoln townships in Cummg
county, aud south Lincoln township in ‘Colfax county.

FirsT CaTHOLIC CHURCH IN DODGE

The first Bohemian settlers came to this vicinity in 1870 and shortly be-
fore, and took homesteads. They were Jos, Venceslaus and Jan Maly,
Frank Pospisil, Jan Novak, Jos Brazda, Venc Oliverins, — Bednasel,
— Janecek, — Hubanka, Jos Nebuda, Fr Herold, — Stedry, — Hampl,
Frank, and Josef Hanzl, Josef Havel, Pavel Faltin, Fr. Svoboda sr., Jos
Mayer, Frank Uhlik, Jos Hrouda, Fr. Klikos, Jos Pert, Anton Psota,
Dominik Brazda, Fr. Kloida, Jan Brezina, Jos Severin, V. Vlach, Fr.
Spindier, Jos Roubinek, V. Dostal, V. Krajicek, .J. Musil, Fr. Mares, fan
Vlna. 5 =

They were then a very long distance from towns and railroad poiuts,
and experienced all the hardships and pnvatxons of a p}oneer life incident
to poor berrmnerﬂ The grasshopper plague 6f 1874-75-116 caased many
an American farmer in this vicinity to become discotiraged and” ledve the
country, but Bohemian farmers did not leave their new]y acqmred bomes,
an indisputable testimony of their love for agricultural pursuits, which,
from the earliest historical times has been a characteristic. of the-Slavonic
race. S IO, iy i S 8 I L1

Many of those first settlers were-good and pieus Catholics and remainéd
faithful to the doctrines-of Jesus-Christ which was preached to their fore:
fathers by the great Apostles St. Cyrillus and Methorius, and introduced
to Bohemia through our holy patron St. Venceslaus. They were used to
hearing mass every Sanday and holy day and even on week days, but
here they found no Catholic ehurch, and -no '_p'rie’st for miles who could
speak the Bohemian language. The nearest church was the St: Anthony
chapel in St. Charles precinct, Cuming county.

After 1870 another party of immigrants from Germany and Bohemia
came to Lincoli township, in the north part of Colfax county, and took
homesteads near the present site of the Uleyen church, viz: Herman
Pietzmeier, Henry Kamppschneider, Henry Kossmayer and Henry Dierk-
schoeider. In 1873 came Josef Glodowski, Anton Wiesnieski. J. Pep-
Iniski and M. Rajewicz. ;

First ORGANIZATION

In 1873 there had alieady heen some talk of a church in this vicinity.
The first meeting for this parpose was keld in February in the house of
Josef Hanzl on his farm in Dodge county, one mile north of the present
town of Snyder.  Thirty members were present and they resolved to
build a Bohemian-German eburch on-section 11, on the farm now owned
by John Smeal. An orgauization was effected with Jos Hanzl as presi-
dent, Henry Hunker treasurer and Pavel Faltin secretary.

But the Catholios, Bohemians, Germans and Polish, in the north part ot
Colfax county were not satisfied with this decision and held a special
meeting at Pietzmeier's, and decided to build a Catholic church on the
site of the present Oleyen. They bought 40 acres of land, hauled lumber
from Fremont and buils & little church. Father Uhing from St. Charles,
held the first services in this church.

. !
First Bounmian Prigst

How glad the Bohemisns and Poles were when they learned that a
Bohemian priest, FaATaER SupLAK, would say mass here and preach God’s
word in their ows language. The days when Father Sulak, the famous
Bohemian wissionary, was here were ‘“holy days” for all Catholics.

Figst REsiDENT PRIEST

Ou the 30th ot August, 1877, the Rigl:xt Rev. Bishop O’Connor sent
here the first resident Bohemian priest, Joun A. Braska, who remained
in the pastorate for four years.

Father Frank Tnerk took charge of the congregation on June 8, 1882.

e e - P hay S

‘CEMETERY

) During his administration the Bohemian Catholics built a church on their

cemetery in Montersy township, Cummg ¢ounty. And here is the proper
beginniag of the

ST. VENCESLAUS’ CONG'REGATi'Oﬁ.

Early in the spring of 1883 they held a meeting at Frank Chudamulka’s
place and decided to putchase ground for a Catholic cemetery. They
bought 2% acres from Frank Karaik and 2% acres from John Stanek sr.
Aviother meeting was held February 3, 1884, to build the church. Fol-

" lowing are the founders of that church:

Josef Hrouds, $25
Jos Valter 25
Marie Mandl 15

Katharina Mares, $15
Jan Hemerka 25
Jan Stejskal 20

At o - N/

Frank Hanzl! $25
Jan Ruzek 30
Vac Hraby 10

PR



Vrba, Fr Hanzl, J. Vogltanc, Fr Evrt, Fr Chudamulka, Simen Chudamul-

Geo Kulhanek 10 Jan Véﬁclicek 10 Vac Dostal 25 % : b $100.
. Anton K , Vac Krajicek, Jan Faltin, B. Kavan, eac
Vac Mares 15 Fr. Karnik 25 E. Novak 25 ka, Anton Kempp J ' .
Fr. Holub 25 P. Vogeltanc 30 V. Vlach 25 Pete Vogltanz, Jos Mlnarik, A. Roubinek, each $75.
fngiad sk, o5 Fard Vadvarka 25 Jan Mayer 30 V. Kucera, F. Svee, V. Brazda. J. Ouradnik, V. Tichota, Fr Havelka,
Jos Suva 30 | Fr Studnicka, Jan Havrda, Jos Suva jr,” Fr Otradovec, Jaf] Tomka, Tho;
In 1886 joined— Fr. Studnicka 7 V. Lichtenberg 20 Pojar, K. Otradovec, F. Stecher, Fr Holub, T. Freek, l.\lane Mandl, Fer
SRRSO e 55 Vac Kucera 25 Odvarka jr, Jan Vodvarka, Jos Pojar, V. Junek, Fr Tichota, Fr Srb and
Tom Pojar 25 K. Dvorak . 25 " V._Studnicka 30 Hubanka, each $50.
E‘;r‘ Hl\%dwelka ;g ian EPUjaI'» : ZE’) Z:Dt;gu ;‘resnak Zg Besides those above mentioned thirty others donated over $400. So
ac Miller 1. Evrt 5 Martin Polein - 5 80. ;
. \ 1 Hect for the new church was $4,861.
Jan Qurada 25 Jos Lichtenberg . 30 T. Freek - 25 the whole collections for
Jan Miller 25 Fr.Uher. : . 25 . V, Tichota . 25

Fr. Stecher 25 Jan Martinek = 30 : . . Karel Karnik . 25
The church was 40 x 24, and the bui’i&ing‘ 'éxpensé’s” Were" $1,138. The
lumber was brought from Seribner, -und ‘the;;church completed the .same
year, and consecrated for its purpose:on St. Venceslans™-day 1884, by Rev
Father Tnerk from Oleyen, who had:charge of this new congregation.

In 1887 a collection was -m’ad_e 'f;)'r'va belifji\.?hich c’g‘s:t $}10, and webghed
850 pounds with the frame. = - - " RS : G

In the year 1889 the church was movééf from Cuming county to the
new town of Dodge, and Father Friérk’had the first mass the same year.

Iki the ry‘eralr 'I890. Dodge became, for one yoar; ‘2 mission plziée .()f't]n?

Bohemian charelr at‘Grﬁéha wnde?‘t‘h)é":chai:ge{ of general vikar V. Chokd

and his a'ssist:‘f%ﬁ;,"F’z_lEheffilos Macourek. -+ - REIES P Sty
oyl e 4sY s glods <

anss b s
First RESIDENT Priest ror Dobee

Ssa i

‘

(ET T I L E T S I i
January 4, 1891, Rev. Jos REcHC, a new Bohemian priest from Vienuna,

ke, Loy gk o R e S i | 3
Austria, was appotlited—as ‘the ﬁjl"st‘vx‘ésﬂent’phe‘st' for ‘Podge, and was with
; : INTERIOB OF THE DODGE CHURCH

the congregation till"1892, >ha‘ﬁng also”'the~charge at Smyder. He was o A
succeeded again by Very Rev. Father Choka*fiémt* Omaha,” ind his as: “The church wrs ¢onsecrated on the 12th of November, , by very
sistant priest. Rev. Ghoka organized heres branch of fhe’ “First Bohe- Rev. Will Choka and many assistant priests.

mian Catholic Central Union” in Octuber 1892, and at the same tire the "
“Altar Society”-with Mrs, Hanzl president,-Mrs. Studnicka vice presideunt, !
Mrs. Kavan treasurer, Mrs. Dvorak secretary.

g
Rev. JaN STEPizI«;N Broz
When Father Choka was transferred from Omaha to Monterey, Cuming
-county, Rev. Jan Vranek and his assistant, Rev. Chundelak, had charge
of Dodge. During their administration the congregation built a

Was born at Kardasova, Recice,
the 25th of December, 1865. Af-
ter the preparatory studies he was

sent to the classical course of

eight years to the G)'mxlasium at
Neuhauns, one “of the oldest col-
leges in Bohemia, and after the
severe examination of matricity
entered the univefsity of Graz, in
Syria, studying there one year
: the philosophy.
Thon he went to Chur, in Switzerland, preparing hims e |
logical studies for priesthood. He was ordained priest thef/ 4th of Jul_y,

1889 by Bishop John Battaglia, and was sent as a missionary fo.r blz
countrymen in Nebraska, the diocese of Omaba. He was f.irst assistan
prieét at Chadron, and then was sent to take charge of the mixed congre-

gation at St. Paul, Neb.

alf in the theo-

where . in

The 1st of January, 1894, he was appointed pastor at Dodge, .
uilt a parochical residence for $1,200. and with

5 the course of ons year he b

.NEW‘L G ca DA pion $5’006‘ L L et the help of his generous parishoners, ornamented the i.nterior of t}:‘e churﬁh
- ' at a cost of $3,000.  He orgunized a fraternal society, the Catholic

Workman.” He also attended the neighboring Bohemian ~Catholic con-

Mr. Vorgl,cé'k of Omabha, did the v&-'a,zr:k;-:_'phéfzeal and ‘g'e_qqro_sity of—‘vtl_ie

members for the new church was immengse. . Following a_x_‘é: tbe_ dongtions:z grogation at Howells for § years.

Josef Glodowski $125, Jan Miller, Vaclav Miller, Karel Dvorak, Jos - : : 2

_Llchtenlgerg,,‘Vaq Mares, Karel Hrabak, V. Studnicka, Pavel Faltin, Fr The matter in this supplement was run in the paper two weel;s zg'qt, but}:he illal:::?:tigoex;s
soorge Frei | inel ostal, : K5 3 b they could be used in the history hev. -

Svoboda, George KFrei, Jan Martinek, V. Dostal, Jan Stanek, Jan Ruzek; were poor. The cuts were made fine so they Dt one

L L - -~ ¥ TR i . i i d they are too fine for newspaper wor
Josef Mares, Anton Tresnak, Fr Uher, Jos Jellinek, Jos Suva sr, Vac pestioy %
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In Memory of Rev. Jan Stépdn Broz.
25th Anniversary of His Death, September 2, 1919.

I[STORY is made up of names. These nomes

are mostly of people who were leaders of men
and left their imprint on the community or country
in which they put to practice their ideals and con-
victions.

Father Broz was one of these men who came
to this new country of his for the sole purpose of
serving to the spiritual needs of his many fellow-
countrymen, who were here for many years with-
out any religious consolation. He became more
than this. He was not only an energetic missionary
priest and pastor, but his influence reached be-
yond of those of his compatriots. He became to be
one of the best known priests in the state of Nebra-
ska through the numerous societies, where he held
membership.

Father John St. BroZ was a poet of note, and his
poetry in his native tongue immortalized his name
as one of the leading Czech poets on the American
soil. The Nebraska Czechs and their descendants
claim him as one of their most outstanding sons of
the state.

Father Broz was born December 25, 1865, in
Kardagova Redice, County Té&bor, Bohemia. — He
studied four years in his birthplace, later in the
gymnasia in [indfichtv Hradec, where he gradu-
ated. With his friend John Vrdnek he entered the
University of Styria, in Gratz, for at that time it
was almost impossible to gain entrance to a semi-
nary in Bohemia, when the applicant had no in-
fluential friends. In the Styrioan seminary Emanuel
Bousgka also was a student, and the three became
fast friends. Inasmuch as the German element pre-
vailed, conditions became unpleasant and the three
students asked leave to attend the University in
Chur, Switzerland. Rev. John Hodyc, who came to
Nebraska, entered there too the following years.
All four were ordained July 14, 1889, and all came
to Nebraska, as did also another student from
Chur, Rev. Joseph Koutek.

Father Broz arrived in Chadron, Nebraska, May
1, 1890, to assist Rev. J. Brophy. The territory com-
prised of Sioux, Dawes, Box Butte and Sheridan
counties, with faculties in Northern Wyoming. —
Father Broz was to look after the Czechs, Poles
and Germans. The country was sparsely settled,
and there were no churches, for the drouth meant
no crops and disappointed settlers. Northwest of
Chadron was a good-sized Czech colony, but it
became almost extinct after 1890. In Box Butte
County were two large colonies, one west of Hem-
ingford and one east, but both have become almost
depopulated of Czechs. There was also a small
German mission on the Niobrara River in Box Butte

County, numbering twelve families, but having no
church. In Sheridan County he served in a public
school house, fifteen miles north of Rushville. —
Twelve miles south were Czech and Polish families,
these he served also in a schoolhouse. East of the
Niobrara Valley was a Dutch and German colony,
the people living in dugouts. He had to conduct
services out in the open, on account of the flies
and mosquitoes, an old rocking chair serving as
a pulpit. In Northern Sioux County, near the South
Dakota boundary lived a number of Germans who
had come from Wisconsin. There they had taken
their church apart, brought the material to Nebra-
ska and rebuilt it again. This setlement was named
Montrose. Father BroZz served Mass several times
in Fort Robinson, and met with Indians while at
Gordon. — His work was entirely of a missionary
kind, as it was impossible to effect any organiza-
tion under the circumstances.

At the close of 1890 Father BroZ was made rector
in St. Paul, Howard Country, a Czech-Polish-Ger-
man-Irish parish, from where he took care of War-
saw, six miles west, the Czech parish Geranium
(Netolice) and the Polish parish Bolesczyn in How-
ard County. Once a month he went to Ravenna,
then a mixed parish. In 1894 he was made pastor
in Dodge, from where he took care of Howells,
and where he built the first Catholic school in the
state outside of Omaha, in which Czech was taught
as a part of the course. On June 24, 1914, he cele-
brated the silver jubilee of his priesthood, Bishop
Koudelka of Wisconsin participating. From Dodge
he was transferred to Schuyler to which the St.
Mary's parish was attached as a mission. Here at
the Wilson mission he built a new church in the
year 1918. In 1919 he was transferred to the As-
sumption Parish of South Omaha, where he died
that same year. His later years were years. of
physical suffering, tuberculosis of the bone in his
leg, necessitating nine operations.

He is remembered today, especially in Nebraska
as the beloved poet-priest of the Czech ancestry.
He was a poet,of striking ability. The subject of
many of his poems were the Czech immigrants on
the Nebraska Prairie. His love of his mother coun-
try, the love of Nebraska, and love of the Church,
found its way into many of his touching poems.

His published works are as follows: 1909, by
the Bohemian Benedictine Press, Chicago, 'History
of the Bohemian Catholic parish of St. Wenceslaus -
in Dodge County’; 1913, by Hlas, St. Louis, Mo.,
"From The Prairie” (poems); 1915 the scme publish- -

"Bohemian John" (poems) no date; the same -
publisher: "The Antiquity of Man in America.” He
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was preparing for publication other works, which
were never realized. Being financially poor during
his lifetime, he was not able to have these works
completed and appear in print before his death.

Besides this he was an authority on skeletal re-
mains of the aborigines and geology in Nebraska.
'He was a member of the "American Historical So-
ciety”, "Nebraska Historical Society”, "Mississippi
Valley Historical Society”, and a “"Member of Con-
gress of Americanists.”

Father BroZ was an organizer, and the Catholic
Workman Association reaped great benefits from
this talent. He was one of the three priests who

organized the first three branches of the Catholic
Workman in Nebraska, in the year 1894. The first
K. D. branch in Nebraska was No. 6 in Heun, or-
ganized by Father John Vicek; the second was No.
7. in St. Paul, organized by Father Joseph Chun-
delak, scarcely five weeks after the one at Heun;
and the third was No. 8, organized by Father BroZ
in Dodge, just a week after the one in St. Paul.

“GOOD KING WENCESLAUS”

Every child in England and America knows the
Christmas carol of "Good King Wenceslaus” who
went forth in the frost and snow of winter to carry
food and fuel to the poor, and whose servant
warmed his own frozen feet by placing them in the
footprints of his master which emitted warmth. The
author of this carol, John Mason Meale, found a
beautiful subject for his composition in the Latin
legend of St. Wenceslaus dating from the XIII or
XIV century and commencing with the words “Ut
annuncietur”. In fact the legend contains all the
points that appear in the famous carol. The cuthor
of the legend says of St. Wenceslaus:

"“When the severe frosts of winter came and
were so intense that the lives of many persons were
in peril, he himself, a zealous doer of deeds of
mercy, would rise in secret from his royal couch
in the night, and in his great enthusiasm for good
did not hesitate to liken himself unto a thief. He
took wood—not of course other people’s, but that
which had been prepared for him, piled it in a
great load on his back and bore it to the dwellings
of poor widows and orphans, where he placed it
stealthily by their doors.” Then the author of the
legend tells the naive story of St. Wenceslaus and
his forester: “His forester perceived that some one
was stealing wood during the night, but unable
to discover the thief. He reported the matter to the
Prince. Wenceslaus advised him to redouble his
vigilance and to give the thief a good thrashing it
he caught him, but to allow him to take the wood.
The forester was surprised that the Saint should
allow him to thrash anyone—a course very con-
trary to his habitual mildness. The next night the
forester surprised the thief, but did not recognize
him. He beat him so soundly that the Saint was

hardly able afterwards to drag his load of wood
with him."” This happened on several occasions, SO
the biographer assures us.

Then the legend proceeds: "And when the time
of fasting came . . . he would arise ecrly in the
morning from his hard couch, and with his servant
go from church to church praying for his own soul
and those of his subjects. He joyfully bore the
hardships of cold and the stony roads which often
cut his feet till they left bloodstained prints where
he passed. . . . On many occasions his most faith-
ful servant who was in the secret of his master’s
doings, saw these bloodstained footprints, and
when he placed his frozen feet in them he no longer
felt the severity of the frost.”

The Crown Jewels

During the St. Wenceslaus celebrations in 1929,
Prague was the scene of a unique spectacle. Tens
of thousands of people made their way to the Ca-
thedral to see the Crown Jewels of the Kingdom of
Bohemia on exhibition there. At first glance it
seemed a remarkable thing that the Czechoslovaks
who have nothing royalist about them should dis-
play such respect for the Crown with which the
Czech kings had been crowned in the Middle Ages.
The Royal Crown had been designed to rest on the
skull of St. Wenceslaus. For the safe keeping of
this Crown the Emperor Charles IV built the strong-
hold .of Karlv T¢n in the XIV century. Now the
Crown is kept in Prague Cathedral with the rest of
the Crown Jewels. A special act of parlicment is to
be passed abjusting the distribution ‘of keys to the
jewel chambers among the highest officials of the
State and dignitaries of the Church. The signifi-
cance of the St. Wenceslaus Crown for the Czech
nation has been perhaps best expressed by Dr.
Kamil Krofta, Chief Secretary in the Minisiry of
Foreign Affairs, in a speech delivered on the 22nd
of September at a special meeting of the National
Council, where he said: "With touching persever-
ance the Czech nation never ceased to dream of
that happy moment when the Crown of St. Wen-
ceslaus should once again rest upon the head of
their king and thus the heritage of St. Wenceslaus
~—the aicient Kingdom of Bohemio—should rise to
new life again. That moment has not come, nor
will it ever come, but our dream has been fulfilled
in more beautiful and more complete fashion than
we ever dared to hope. The Crown of St. Wences-
laus does not rest on the head of our king, and
today is but a beautiful memorial of our glorious
past. But instead of the ancient kingdom, the sym-
bol of which was this Crown, we have a free re-
public of the people, independent of all alien pow-
er, a republic in which also the Slovak branch of
our. race is united with us in an indissoluble bond.
This great difference between our dream and the
reality of today finds expression, too, in the fact,
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