
·:ti th uch a b okground you ill net be surpri ed to le :rn th t ih n 
fourteen y ars f age~ her y fro hi hoe in Fl"e port, lllinois, 

t to Dixon. here the nearest recr~iting st tion located, and 
to joi union army. One loo t the beyish tace nd figure 1d he s tol 
to "run lo back home, eoneytt. In six months he again attempted to join, 
hi t iabing to enlist in regim nt 1th n older brother, but he B 

in ent home • .But the utumn. en he was fif een year old his third tte p1 
to list pro ed eceaetul, tho' h resorted. ta. th subt rfuge o'f putting th 
n bar I8 inside his shoes, so he could truthfully ewear he as over !8. Thi 

s done by 08t of the under- e boya of those d ys, and appe redto- 
been winked at by the recruiting officers. He joined Company~, 8th Illinois 
Volunt er Int ntry, -and serY d f i thf lly in tha.t org nization tor bout two 
y ara, rec iT1ng hia honorable di c rgef.1&,;;{~T ber1I865. He was seTerely 

nded by conf'1'der te 'bayonet t the ~-- of Fort l3l&kely • Al , and 
s reco ended tor co aeion by bis co pany officers tor outst nding 

gallant aerTic eat the ie e of obile. At the eloee ot the r he entered 
th · ·11sco sin State Un1Tt,ra1 ty. and shortly ther fter wae co a ioned c ptain 
ot c e h1ch ca ssion he held during his- coll e c reer of bo t aeTen 
y ars"'- e graduated ·from the regular cl sical course, trom the college ot 
ciYil ngin ring and from the college of l • In A st,,1872, just 6I years 
go, he o e to Nebraska. for the practice of hie chosen proteeeion, l w, 
e tsblisbing lii self in :a atriee, and that was bi ho e to the end of hie 
d , covering period of mor th n fitty-two yeara. 
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thi ta te he found a Teral ,com:P ni e of mi l.i ti or 
e soon b c identified with the on t B t11ce,·known 
d h receiTed the co 

g nd Jeff reon countiee.- 
dy he introduced nd was instrwn ntal in vi 

o'f militia to form 
lby 
l 

In JUly, I894 Gener l Colby 
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c lled into to au ,r a th strik t th • ckin houses in 
th troub1e·and restc.ri ord .r *thout 

ioned by Preai ent 
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Beatrice, Nebr., June 15, 1898. 

1 nottce s e ve i-aI articles in the papers in re- 

lat ion to the service of General L. 1'.'• Colby in t he War of the 

Eebe llion. l was a ~er of Company "A", 8th lllinois lnfantry 

arid se rve d with him a rd ought to know tne r a c t s , 

General Colby wa s a mere boy at t he e omne ncemerrt of t he War, 

and t r-Le d to enlist in 1862, but was refused, He at t ernp t e d to 

get in ag a i n in 18G3, enlisted. a rd we nt intoKR c amp at Rockro r a, 

lllinois, and served for about four months whan he was se nt hcr:ne 

by or de r of t n e Governor for being und e r' 9ge am not having the 

consent of bi5 par-e nt s , He a~a1n enlisted in tha r~" 

lived, having failed to f'ur-n i.s h its quota uni 

art of 

the year 18 64, a ni went into Camp 21t Springfield, lllinois. Thi 

same year, StSJ;l.:er.son County, lllinois, where Ge ne r al. Colby then 

the call, was 

subjected. to a. Jraft, and. one Willian Lamb, vrith a number of 

o t ne r s o r Sil vcr are~k Tormship, was :lrafte ..... 1 t was cl aimed 

by the r e a i de n t citizens that the County h~:i not been given 

cr-e aa t for the sold.iers f' ur-n i s Ied , as ria nv had. enlist 

places which shoula be cre:1ited. ae c omt ng from there. 

in other 

lt was 

finally arranged. by Governor Yates that the Stepnenson County 

boys who ha:1 enlisted in other Co urrt Le s s ho u.Ld t,& eiven proper 

cr-ea r t at t ne i r places 01· r-e s i de nce , am that Leonard. w. Colby 

"· sh ou'l d be cre::J.ite::l for William Lamb, who had. e n d.r aft ed • By t Le 

consent of' his parents, the transfer was made , enlistment rapers 

we r~ s igre d and he was a0a in enlist e:i in the service, taken by 

Colonel Sheetz and assigned to Company "B", 8th lllinois Volun­ 

teer lnfantry, his term being for one year, an:i\d.atine from the 

time of sue h change. \ 
\ 

lf this had not been done, he would have b ee n' sEnt home again 
I 
\· 

... . \ 
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by o r der of the Gove;:•nor, as he W9.S t ho n only s Ix t e e n years of 

ai::;e. Jlowe ver-, by this a rr-an gemen t , he lost all of his pay fer 

previous service, although Jujge Bailey, of Freeport, lllinois, 

an:i Colonel Sheetz a I't er war da went to co na Lde r-ab Le e sp e n s e in 

rue avo r ing to Jet it for him. 

Gcn er a'I Colby's r-e a'l service in t he Wai: of the Rebellion due- 

Lng t he t rme he w a s :ictuall~' in und e r the three enlistments was 

o v er two years. He has a record. equal to t n a t of any other boy 

who wore the blue. He served. as a p r Lva t e , c ar r re a his mus k e t 

am J. i:i his dut y at all t .ime s , He was in the mxx camp ai6r1 up 

White River in Ar-k ans aw; in the expedition that werrt east from 

2.''.ciinphis to cut off Genur:.:l l•'orrest and tear up the r-z i I r o ad 

tracks; he was at nauphine Ls.Lan d and Fort Horgan in the ti,1lf of 

Ltexicaix, he Ipe d buil:i twenty-five miles of corduroy roa:1 t br o ugh 

t ne sw anp s of Af.a bama to get to Spanish },or t; was on tl1~ :Jetail 

vfri.icl! mounte j the siege guns .t re r e und e r fire; vra s one of th c 

volunteers who a xva nc ea the line and s h e Ll e d the For t, with ;nortors 

worke:l from the ri.tile-pits he was in front of the e bar ge of' 

the skirmish line· at Fort B'l axe Ly , 

the Fort, which was taken by storm; 

ni the c ighth man entering 

he personally c ap t ur-e d a 

conf'etter at e flag am two,prisoners, and received. a blov, on his 

head which fr~cture:i his skull a nt nearly en d ed :'lis l~fe; he was 

,. fifty yards in front 01' the r e be I cannon when the la.r\J;~ t,;iina were 
~ 

fired, a rd was thrown by the d.ischa:.. .. g e of gr-ape am cannister, 
~ 

an d left bleeuin6 a rd pow-a.er-pt1rnt for ~a ...... 

motion for bravery on the field of battle. 

He was r-e e orrme nd ed 

in writing by Co Lo na L Sheetz, co rrmard Lng the Ret:siI~ent, for p~o- 

He wa s with the 

force that obtaine::i the surrenjor at liobile anl was in that City 

at the ticie of the great explosion the:ee in Ma1, 18G5. He was 

in t re e xpeai t ion up R0 :i River at L:1e close of the ,War, reported. 
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at Shreveport, Louisiana, for examination for promotion, passed 

I 

i;.is examination, ani would have r-e e e Iv ea his corrmission .hoo. not 

the War e mea. His military service closed in Texas, a rd he was 

mustered out in the fall of 1865 at New Orlaans. 

Private Leonard W. Colby was never known to fail in his ~tuty · 

as a soldier, a rn in t Ie longest marches was always present at 

the s tackt.~ of arrra , 1-le was al w:ay.s among the volunteer a when 

they were "c al Led for the skirmish line, to advance t h« rifle-pits, 

or do anything requiring courage and nerve. He has never ~plied 

for a pension or claimed to be anything but a private. He was 

never accused of a.e s sr-t ing his frie n::ls or stabbing an enemy in. 

the back. 

~4~0vM~ 
l<'ormerly of Co. "A11,, 13th ill. ln 

,_ 
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Office of General Solicitor. 

L.W. Colby F.sq, 
Beatrice, Nebraska. Ormha, Neb. De~ IRth,1889. 

Dear .Sir, 
Replying to your letter of the 14th inst relati~ to trans­ 

por tat.Ion will say; that your pass will include all divisions as 
reques ted, 

Yours trul , 

General Solicitor. 
~ 
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/./Mtd--M/. 

Gen'l. L. W. Colby, 

BeatricG, Nebraska. 

Dear Sir;- 

Referring to your valued favor 2/4th. The St at e Historical 

Society will highly value a contribution from you: "A brief history 

of the late Indian upri s mg«; and more especially on the terms you in­ 

dica~e--11vri thout expense to the Societv.11 
•• M 

We are now preparing a forth-coming vo lume for the printer. 

7'herefore, the papear at your earJy convenience will be desirable. 

If you can furnish relics, we will be under additional ob­ 

ligation to you. The history of11Zintka Larnuni, or Lost Bircl11 will be 

of peculiar and valued inteJFest. Thanking you in advance for your 

generous favor, I am, Sir, 

Yours Truly, 

1 
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PAYABLE IN CHICAGO OR NEW YORK EXCHANGE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR GOODS 'SENT BY MAIL, 

(STABLI SHED 1837' 
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H. T. CLARKE, 
LANDS AND LIVE STOCK, 

ROOMS 211) AND 220 BOARD OF TRADE. OMAHA, NEB. June,2lst,1892, 

Hon, L,W.Colby, 

Washington,D .c. 
Dear Sir:.- 

Your favor of the 18th inst i!:> at hand. 

of your safe return. -- 
there. 

The t e Iegr aph operator reported to me that theY 

were unable to deliver my messarre to you at Beatrice as you had left 

Will return the paper to the R . .H. .Co , 

Think if you would write Nir • ~St J..o:t,.n, the General Manager, in­ 

dd c a ting as to who you are, that he would be p Lea s ed to extend the cour- 

tesies of his road to you. 

reach it for you. 

Pleased to learn 

This nay be better t han for 11ie to try to 

I 
The Rock Island, I think, •is more desirous of keepim:; up their 

arrangements with other roads in reference to matters of tra11sporta- 

tion, t han any road that I know of. 

·1ill be done with p Leasur e , 

Anything that I can do for you 

We are having fine,growir..g we~ther,and the prospects for Nebraska 

are very bric-ht. 

\ 



..- 

THOS. H.WILLIAMS,Pres. SAM'L.R.HARLOW, Vice Pres. JOHN.N.M!ITLOCK, M. E. Gen'I Superintendent. J. L.OGDEN,JR.Secy. · 

PRINCIPAL OFFICE ANO WORKS: 

449 COMMUNIPAW AVE. JERSEY CITY, N.J. 

BRANCH OfflCES: 
106 LIBERTY STREET, CoR.TRINITY. NEW YORK. 

18 ro 24-Sourn 7!~ STRtET. 88 l:AKE STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. CHICAGO, ILLS. 

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE DEPARTMENT. 

Mr L W ~y Atty 

Indian Department, Washin~ton DC 

DBar Sir/ 

SAM.L.0. TOMPKINS,Traas. 

Not icing in the daily Sun of recent issue an article 

to the effect th~t a claim for Mr Luke Voorhees for $10,000 due on 

mail contracts had been favorably reported by the senate corrmittee 

ann unless opposed by the house would be passed at an early day I, 

take the liberty of writing you to learn whether the report is 

true and learn if possible when it wt 11 probably be known whether 

the c La im-w't l.L be allowed Mr Voorhees and how soon it "rill be 

p a i d , Any information given me will· be in strict confidence and 

I w:ri t e you the aarre vray. 

I enclose a stamped envelop for your reply and t b ank mc you 

in advance for it, believe me, 

Very trUly ~: , 

(·- , -iJJ;;l/frdt ~ __ ,_ 



C. H. SLOAN, County Attorney. 
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Lincoln, Nebr. Apr. 301th '98. 

Gen. L.W .Colby' 

Waahingt.on, n.c. 

Dear Sir:- 

' I am waiting to hear froa you. Heady for action on a 
moment's notice. Sincere4Y hope the slight. change in your pl'ogramme 
will not prevent nw 'being a member of your sta.f f. 
It would be the disappointment of~ life should you forget•· 
I send a duplicate of this letter t.o Beatrice., so as to be 1ure to 
reach you. Yours in haste, 

Denver Dick. 
18'3. O. St. 

Lincoln, Nebr. 



SAME. Low, 
CLERK DISTRICT COURT. 

LINCOLN, NEBR., Juno ?ird, 1888 

My Dear General: 

Accept my congratulations and believe me they are 

heartfelt,for none kn o vs better t.ha.n I do how deserving 

you are, of a BriF<adier Gene r a l s h i µ in the Cuban W<l,r. 

Now iJeneral I hope you will see a place vhe r e vou ca n u . .;e 

me. I have felt all a l o ng something would turn up by wo i cn 

I could be with you. 

I recently ma d e 2.PlJl ication to uir. \,./ilkie ,C:hief of the 

Secret Service of the 'I'r e a.su ry Department for a position 

in that service. He w r o te me a very nice letter saying my 

a11µlication would be considered. I am strongly endorsed 

by letters from Brad Slau~i;hter,Judg·e Amasa Cobb,Judge 

E P Ho lrne s, Congressman Strode, Wi 11 0 Jones an o others. 

Perhaps a word from you would secure the ul a c e for me. 

If not,I would very inu o h like t ob e with you in c;:i,pacity 

of Clerk or something. 

I be 1 I e v e I u i d as much as any Amc r .i c an toward bringing 

this \.~uban matter to a focus,aJ.l o f v1hj_ch vo u a.re a.wa r e , 

and now ~eneral,aft1r it is all over,I want to write about 

it an d g iv e his to r y the s t r a i g h t of i t a 11 , b 11 t the f <1. c t is 

I am too poor to do these things without being in a 

salaried positi.on,and if there is any ,1ay µossible I want 

you to help mJ out. 



/,, SAM £. Low, 
I' '. 

· , CLERK DISTRICT COURT. 

2 LINCOLN, NEBR., 

I s .nd a du p Ld c a t e of t h i.s letter to 1 ea t r-ao e , th, 

other to \'lashington.for I want it to r eac h vo u ;.'l.t the 

.:earliest l,ossiblo mom nt .•. 
• I ' •,_ T / •~• ', ' Faithfully vo ur s rv· ev er , 

.. ~ " ... :·; 

,' ... 

' . ,: ... , . ~ ' . 

~ Ju ~4ea_Lz£p 

~~ 

£/4~~ 
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Lincoln, Nebr. June, 10'th 198. 

General L.W.ColbY, 

Beatrice, Nebr. 

ICY Dear Sir: - 

When I met you at the train this evening I saw 
that you was very much fatigued and therefore I refrained from 
burdening you with any lengthy conversation in regard to our recent 
correspondence, and further fearing that it might not be possible 
for me to meet you next Mondq I desire te sq that I am still 
holding nwself in l"eadiness to mov at your command. 
I will aocept &I\Y position which comes within yeur province to 
tender me. It would be a great disappointment to me not to be able 
to serve Wlder You in some capacity. 
Anxiousl.y waiting Your further pleasure, I remain, 

At your command, 
Denver Dick. 

1843. o. t,. 
Telephone 281. 
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Headquarters First Brigade. 

1Rebraska 1Rational @uart,. 

L. W, COLBY, Brigadier General. 
A. A. REED, Assistant Adjut'!nt General. 

' 
Crete, 

Major E. Oleson, 

Kearney, Nebr. 

Sir:- 

Gem. Colby pr-o serrt s his compliments and requests you to for­ 

ward at once to this office tho lotter of· instructions given you before 
South 

leaving for Omaha to take chafe;e of the troops at that point. Also 

" that you report in writine; for thetime that you wore there, including 

a clear statement of the c t r-cumct.anco s and conditions loading tb the 

withdrawal of tho troops. 

Very respectfully yourq~;{i; 
Asnistant Adjutant General. 
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~=-..::.;; .;;....: :::J:P.::u.bl:.:1:.::c::.an. o:£ ~ 19, 1888 ay: 

The .Ar b1an_ stallion which G ne:ral Colby _purch ed of lJ •• Gr t Jr. 1 
f1ft n year· old a.nd h p therefore the of $2,600. ere it not fo~ hit 
name the hor e woulo. have no m ket bl value. o aid the ro e by any other 

e ould ell tH 

.An an ouncement ot the "B 
dr1vin 

wUl 

'l'he ;e ~ric RepubliAAe of July 7. 1888 in an coount of th rac • ys: 

t1L1nden Tr e. the fMtou Ar bi n etallion, b lo ing to Gen r Colby was 
~xhibited in front ot th ainphitbs tr. ~1 i perhaps the b st br 4 bor in 
the Unit d tate •" 

0 mer r fereuc in the Lincoln Qa.11 1?:ldioat that Gener Oolbf had *Lind n 
Tree • wt th h at the annual nomnpment of th Uitia · t ahoo, Sept ber 1•7,1888. 

but if so th re 1 no ention of th-e ct in the § M!tic R!P)1b.li9g o 1n v 1oua 
stat rs which ga~ quite: ~etailed ceount of th affair. How ver, much w 

d of th pr nc of the horae t th ltlS9 tncamp:uent which w a held at 
Grant ua Beatric. · 

r 2.a, 1889) bad 
th 

11 Go:v rnor !hayer 1 ount upon Lind.eu 'ti- , the famo.ua pure .Arabian bore 
person.all1 el et by the ul tan of turkey 8Q4 pr • nted to '8n ral Grant. The 
latter frequently rode the b ut1ful anim · and. at th death ot the Gen r it 
came into the posse ion of hi son and sho tly, f~el·.~·•as pure sed by Gen r 
Qolb.v. Th go• rnor i a f1n hors m n ~ 1 t wa plain that b took delight in 
his mount.11 · 

fhe B;atx:10 JienubliSU¼B o,f Sept ber 21, 1889 in an account of th~ en~ 
men\, September 14-21, s~a: 

,.There w epir1 ted battl betw J>. Lind n Tr _e and Don Just 1) fore the 
parade VI d.n sdq afternoon. Th hor re the fine Arabian atallion b long- 
ing to General Colby. th fonn r being the hor h bo'Ugbt trom Ired Grant. Gcw­ 
ernor Thay r was riding Lind.en 1're and Gen r l Colby w ridlD& Don. The hor••· 
fo ht fiercely, rearing. triking with their fore-feet, bit1Xl{5 and kicking but 

. the 11 nt rider kept tb 1r addle • ?,ind.en Tr brought blootLon Doii which 
was the only blood of the week• iege. Lt r, Llnd n tree m de an att$ck: on 
th 'hor e ridden by Ool. Hotehld •• l3y the breaking of s :ddle girth th Col- 
on 1 w thrown to the _ground and narrowly ea caped the hoofs of th "'fu.ri,ou._, tel• 
lion. · · 
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/ An Aristocratic Horse. 

If a value of $50,000 and a pedagree is the symbol of aristocracy, then 

Leinzefoun, which in English means Linden Tree, was indoed an "aristocratic 

horse" say workers of the Nebraska vvri ters' Project, WPA. 

When General Grant was "swinging round the circle" in 1879, while at 

Constantinople the sult-an of Turkey wishing to do honor to the United States, 

presented the general with this celebrated Arabian Stallion. Sena.tor L. vv. 

Colby of Beatrice purchasod Leinzef'oun from General Grant and brought him to 

the state. The Nebraska Farmor, June 21, 1888, in commenting upon the 

incident stated that the current report of' tho day was thut Senator Colby 

paid $10,000 for the Arabian steed, and that he had "declined with thanks" 

Senator Palmer's offer of $50,000. In the opinion of the Nebraska Farm?!.• 

the horse looked "much better on paper" and thut without his ped sgr-ee he 

would not have attracted tho lovor of' horse flosh any more than an ordinary 

horse would have. 
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Isl~d August 29, 1893, for instruction, Col. C. J. Bills corn. 
manding for _four days. 
· _The encampment of the Nebraska National Guard was held 
August 14th to the 20th, 1894, in Lincoln, in compliance with 
ganeral orders from these headquarters, Brigadier General_ L . 
W. Colby commanding. For details of duty performed at 

. camps you are referred to the reports of the commanding officers 
of the several camps. 

The war department detailed Captain A. W. Corliss, of the 
Eighth U. S. Infantry, to inspect the troops in camp, on August 
14:, 1894:. This o~cer rendered efficient service, 'for which 
this department extends him many thanks. 

..,._ 

ADJU'rANT GENERAL. 7 
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PRESENTATION OF MEDAL TO GENERAL COLBY. 

Under Special Order No. 3, A. G. 0., Brigv-Gen. L. W. Colby 
was directed to award to all officers and men of the Nebraska Na- 

. · tional Guard taking part in the Sioux Indian campaign of 1890-91 
_an appropriate badge or medal commemorating such service on 
behalf o! the state. In. pursuance thereof a handsome bronze 
medal was especially manufactured, and by Brigade Special Orders 
No. 2, 1891, was presented by General Colby to each _member 
of his command w?o participated in the campaign. 
In response to the general desire of the citizens of the state, who 

· appreciated the arduous and valuable military labors of the com­ 
manding officer, as well as the· unanimous wishes of the officers 
and. men who recognized the valiant services and character of their 
commander, it was decided to present General Colby with a suit­ 
able memento as a publi_c and deserved recognition of his distin­ 
guished services in behalf. of the state. 

At the request of the Brigad_e staff, under whose direction a 
beautiful gold medal was prepared, without expense to the state, 
the Adjutant General made the presentation at brigade dress pa- 
1~13;de on August 19th, the fifth day of the annual encampment. 

The following general order was issued in relation thereto: 
General Orders ( HEADQUARTERS NEBRASKA NA'l'IONAL GUARDS, 
No. 16½- f ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 

LINCOLN, NEB., August 19, 1894. 
In accordance with the spirit of general orders No. 3, A. G. 0., 

1891, it is ordered that an appropriate medal be presented to 
Brig. Gen. L. W. Colby _in grateful recognition of the valuable 
military services rendered by him, as commanding officer in the 

' . 
field, of the Nebraska National Guards called into actual service 
in the winter of 1890-91, in the protection of the lives and prop~ 
erty of the people of northwestern Nebraska from hostile Indians. 
The medal to be of solid gold, suspended from a bow and 

crossed arrows, with a field repi:esenting a Pine Ridge· scene, 
wit? tepee and mounted Indian in foreground in raised letters 
"Sioux Indian Campaign, 1890-91 ;" the reverse with eugraved 
inscription, "Presented to Brig. Gen. L. W. Colby for service 
rendered the state of Nebraska." 

By order of the Commander-in-Chief, 
JAMES D. GAGE, 

Adjutant General. 

AID TO CIVIL AUTHORITIES. 

The National Guard are not carpet knights, for street parades 
and armory balls. _They are protectors of all law-abiding citi­ 
zens. They are organized for the purpose ?f assisting the civil 
auth9rities in maintaining the supremacy of the law and pro­ 
tecting the lives and property of the citizens of the state. They - 
are called upon only when the civil authorities fail in the preserva­ 
tion of the peace. They have repeatedly rendered arduous service 
in this state. The day has g:one by when any person with sound 
judgment ihin_ks of ridiculing them as aniateur soldiers. Each 
rnember of the National Guard has a double duty to perform: 
first as a citizen in a strict observance of the law of the land, 

l 
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