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FILM DATEs. FEBRUARY 27,1978 Scottsbluff Nebr. P.OW.
Camp, Views from the:
watertower & others..
Pictures, courtesy of Mrs.
(Bonnie) Jim Loy, Mimatare
Nebraska.

FRAME NO. &5
Looking down on some of the bBarracks from the water tYower,
(date on back of scenes from the water tower shows:
Septi I,I944). Scene- lTooks to thw west & south, probably
shortly’ afternmoomn..

FRAME NO., 6
Looking to the south east from the water tower

FRAME NQ. 7
Looking to the south & east from the water tower:

FRAME NO¥. 8
Looking to the M. & Wi from the water tower. Upper
center & below square house just above intersectionm
cam be: seen where: the- 01d airport buildings, (before
the P.O.W. camp) were locateds

FRAME NO. 9
Looking to the west from the water tower. Scottsbluff
Natiormal Monument cam be made out to the right center:
om the  horizomi Hospiital area to the left - below center
and the last of the buildings to the: wests

FRAME NO, IO
Another-view looking west (simillar to above) from the
water twers.

FRAME NO. IY
Scene Iooks twand the-south & west from the water towersz

FRAME NQO. 12
Scene Iooks tward due- south from the water towerd

FRAME NO. 13
Scene: imside mess hall at Thanksgiving time (I944 ?)

FRAME NO. I4
Scene inside mess hall at Thanksgiving time (Io4s ?)
(same- time- as above)§ Those identified ares Far left
across table = Lt. Pickerel & wife, eneter table across =
Lt,. Jim Green, front left - statiom surgeion, far right
this side of table « Colnel Clyde B. Dempster & wifeid

'




FILM DATEs FEBRUARY 25,1978 Scottsbluff Bebrs P.OoWo

Camps Pictures courtisy
of Richard Dempster, som
of Cols Clyde E. '
Dempster, Camp C.0.

FRAME NO. 28

"6th War Loan” P.C.W. @amp Scottsbluft Nebraska, sign
at P.0o.Wes camp during it’s existances:

- FRAME NO.. 29

Far in officers quarters, building later moved to

Mimatare Nebraska where today it is the Americam

Legiom Hall theres

FRAME NQ. 30 ,
Safety sigm att PoCJWe camp
FRAME NO. 3L

Apparently Christmas: time (I9ME ?) at the camp. picture
of interior of officers quarterss

FRAME NO. 32 .
Interior of afffcers quarters at the camp? Painting(s)
by’ Romiti Polzx orr wall behimds His murals: exist om the
interwalls of the Americam Legiomnr Hall in Minatare todays
FRAME NO. 33

Interior of mess Iall at tiw-camp, probably at Christmas
times

FRANE NO. 3t
Kitohens Idemtified Left to Right ass Id

2, James Loy 3o Captaim Smith I Kickolette ;
5s Sobania - (mess gargent) :
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" FROM SCOTTSBLUFF (NEBR.) STAR HERALD, TUESDAY JUNE 21,194k, TAGE I,
NAZI PRISONERS QUIT FARM JOBS IN STRIKE

German war- prisoners from the prison camp Here, employed by the Washakie
Beet Growers association at Worland, Wyo., Have Veerr on strike since Tuesday
protesting a change from day rates to piece work payi,the public relations
officer said today. ‘

He declined to reveal the number of prisomers at the camp at Worland
but indicated thet they all have refused to work. OthHer reports said 94 men
are at the side camnps

The prisonews refused to go to the fields Tuesday morning and they are
being held under guard at the side camp. Disciplinary action is planmed if
theycnnfinue<tq strike, he indicated.

Formerly they were paid &0 ceuwts a day to work in the beet fields, but
the regulations have been chianged calling for 80 cents for blocking and
thinning a quarter acre imw eight hHours. Under the new pay seale, the prisoners
can make less thanm 80 cenmts or as muelr as $1320° a day.
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Byl SCOTTSELUFF STAR HEARLD JUNE 5, 194l - MONLAY, Page 3

2 (1)

GERMANS IN PRISON CAMP HERE TACITURN AND CLING TO MILITARY BEARINC,; SMILES
ARE. RARE

Strong & ﬁough, keep Busy with class and farm jobsy Fond of WMusic

Editor®s Note - In accondance with Army regulations this, material was sube-
mitted for vreview before publicationm to the: publie relations officer at the
camp and to the Yureaw of public relationsy War Departmenti Washingtom D.C3
This story concerns a visit to the camp May 22)

BY DOUGLAS M. STANTON
{(daily ScottsBluff Star Hearld Staff writer)

The Nazis ot the Scottstlufi Prisiomer of War Camp sre a breed of men
showing 1ittle in common with the: Itialians who preceeded thenrs

In fact, the vivacious, bouoyaml and wolulrle southerm Europeans who
recently moved out, form a perfect cocntrast to the reserved, taciturm
Teutons who have moved irve

When the writer visited the Italianms at the camp} He was surprised
at their eagermess for atientiomns Here were mem who showed clearly that they
harbored no malevolence, nme “XIL « willy

They were glad to be out of the wary One look at a camera and they
became a gesticulating, excited crowd, showtimg %photographie ¥ and quickly
striking poses = come of themr humourous

The Nazig-are diffevent that, they leave the visitor with an impression
he won®t soon forgets Pictures are taboold

Their every actiom shows they are proud merg.stromg soldiers who have been
captured but have JTost mot ome Iota of their self respecti .

They don®t smile, and they Took grimi Yet these Nazis dont' t give the
impression ef being sullen or vindietived They are formaly politei Most of all
they are alooZld

SALUTE FOR OFFICERS ,

All are enlisted mew, and according to Genewva regulatioms salute American
of'ficers « with the up raised palm iIf the Nazis have their hats off amd im
American style if their heads are coveredl) Some of the salutes are snappy,
yet given without a flicker of expression?

These Nazis are stromg armd tough, ard they know ity In the compounds,
where they ave not required to wear the familiar Llue denim overalls marked
"PWE many of them go about bare chested and I shortsy

Their bodies are bronzed and sturdy. The shorts and undershirts they
wear were their Tighting uniforms in the North African desterts Many of the
undershirts bear the swagtilka and the Nazi winged emblemy

Otherss wear blue shorts, part of the Germans fighting equipmerti @paulets
are in evidence, the property of all émlisted mew irm the Nazi armyw The #pauvleds
bear stars and other imsignia definming the prisioners rank.

All of the prisioners came Here from other campsi Those who were captured
in the North African campaigm maturaly would be expected to have become
acclimated to their new lives's But others now here were captured more recently
in Itialy® The captives occupy two of the three compoundgly - E

Most of the prisiomers appear to be young merr, mostly in thelr'twentyies:
A camp officer said that to his kmowledge, the youngest in the camp was 21%

GIVEN FARM WORK !
Though there is absolutely no,fraﬂernizing*between the Nazis amd camp p
personal, the newly arrived captives are willing workers and full of industrys
There are no laggards in the Hitler army<d ) | _ -y
They fTurnish their'ownlcooks:amd~kiﬁchenrpolice%hThey poiice<§hear~own
quarterss They work in engimeering details and as hospital ward menfs Some are
highly: skilleds et
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SCOTTSELUFF REER. PoOoW, CAMP SUMMERY
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At the time of the wvisit, two details were working outside the camp,
one sorting potatoes, and the other Imployed by a nearby tree nursery. The:
are reported to be donimg satisfactory worksy

By JdJune fst,., all the men will be implcyed in agricultural work throughout |
the Horth BPlatic ¥Yalleyd Side camps are plannedy Farmers now are signing
contracts, and the captives will be in demandy

Classes are urnder their owm men, and the Nazis appear strong for educks
tiorne There are very few ilTiteratesk The "Oberfelter" or first sargent in
charge of the librusry spoke fdirly good englighi

A mimeographed list of classes taught 5 nights a week was shown me by
camp auvthorities. The Iist included a wide‘variéﬁy'of subjects, as English,
Avriculture, Chemistry, Commerical Reckoning, Algehra, Jatim, Poetry, Wistory,
Bleetrical Engineerihg, Physies, Biology, Geography, Drawing, and the theory
of heat.

The camp libruary now bhoasts 1,500 wolumes, furnished by the War
Prisioners,Aid, of the Internatiomal YoM.CeA., the National Catholic Welfare
association and German Organizations's

MANY CAN SPEAK ENGLISH

Apparently nearly all the captives can either speak or understond
some English. There are few who do not know what is wanted of them.

The: Germans are imployed in a tailor and shoe repair shop maintained
by the cawp, working for both their owm menm and the camp personale When visited,
they were making kitchem aprons firom old camvas topsi

- Like the Itd4liamyy the men play a hard game of sgeger, volleyball and
hand®all_ are other favoritesi They like to stay out doorws amd soak up the sun-
shinet Y

Unlike the Italians, they dom®t go in for "shows" oreferrmngr
straight musied It didm®™t take the Nazis long to tear down dowrt all the ornate
trnpplngs the Ttnlians used im the opera house? They still were in the process
of tearing down the last vestiges®y But there mq at least one operatic voice
in the camp.

In the former Italiam theatee one captive was playing the piano and
another tooting a french hormy studing the score painstakingly? An embryu bLand
is already under ways. .

The Germans bake fine sof't breadié Like the Italians, they like starchy
foods But in the form of potatioes rather than Spagattll Favorite diches are
frankfurters and sauvkrqut and the triditiormal sousage’ The cooks are under the
supervision of an American mess sergearn#d The menus are printed in German a
week in advances The bakery turns out a ton of bread a &ay“

VISITORS ARE IGNORED

Several nandsome - looking cakes were stored in a kitchem cupbosrdiy
It was revealed that the prisioners bake a cake for every one of their number
who has a birthday.e

In a tipical barracks VhesNazis were busy meking shelves over each
bed for their barracks bagss They paid no attention to the visitors. Pin - Up
girls and colored pictures apparently clipped from German magazines filled the
walls by the cotsg. There were mamy photographs of luved onesy One prisioner
had a home - made calender in Germarfs

There is 1ittle ewvidence of the religious drawings and symbols so
chardeteristic of the Italian prisioners, practically all of whom werw devout
Ruman Catholics'

The present oecupanﬂs-are‘appyoximaﬁely equally divided betweern
Catholic and ILuthern faith% A Catkolic Chaplain is: om the camp staff and
Luthern services conducted every Sunday by a Pastor froum Scottsbluffy One
gh%§°1 is located withim the stockagets The Nazis have not disturbed the

SO Alter built by the Italians




SCOTTSBLUFP NEBR. P.OGoW. CAMP SUMMERY
(3)

If the Nazis are concerned over tle progress of the War, they do not
show ity There are a number of radiocs in the camp (long - wave only) but camp
officers szid the men appear to listenm prin¢dpally to musical programsi They
pay ne atterntion tw:the planes overheadh

There are movies every Sunday and monday afternoon, with nonm workers
attending the monday showe "Andy Hardies Blond trouble" was the film being
shogn'the day of the visitl The Germams attend without benefit of special Sub -
titless '

The: “spokesman" or ranking Nazi non - commissioned officer of each
compound previews the moviesi The prisioners speeifically requested through their
leaders {hat war filme be stricken from the liste Though frequently wesring as
Iittle clothing as possible, the Germans take great pride in their personal
appearance%$ They are clean shaven. There is a shortage of clothes - lines
because they are constantly washing their own clothesd

MISS TREES AND PLOWERS

Their purchas of teilet articles with canteert coupuns-are hewvy’s The
demand’ for "cokes" and 392 beer is markedls They may purchase a pint of beer
daily, but thatls the 1imitl: The captives are given 10 cemts a day wherm not
employed outside the camp, amd 80 cumts additional, when working?d The
government is paid the prevailing wage by employerss The differance is used
to help pay the cost of maintaiming prisioners im this coumtrys They may draw
all of their 80 cewts a day in camteem coupons: or depusit a portiom in trust
funds<

It was surprising to learn that almost the first comment of these
military - minded men on their arrival here was that there were no trees or
flowersbeds about the camp¥. ,

They got to work immediately, spading up the ground amd planting
flower and vegetable seedsfi Now they wart more vegetable seed?

The straugest note came at the Yeginuing of the tripi A group of
prisioners was whistling "The Woodpecker: Songlf Thew It was recalled that the
popular American melody of a summer ago was awm adaptatiom of am ¢Id Italiam
Folk sorngs
Leaving the campy That seemed to Be about the omly thing the Nazis
and their predecescors had inm commomi

END




INTRODUCTTION

SCOTTSBLUFF & BRIDGEPORT NEBRASKA P,0.W, CAMPS - A BRIEF HISTORY

During & trip and tour of Europe in 19FH our tour arranger for Cermany
was Herr Hugo Friedel of Hochst Germany, During a conversation with him I wentioned
living at Bridgeport Nebraska. "I know where that is" was his reply, "I was a
'prﬁsone{ of war during WWII there = at Scottsbluff, - & at. Crawford Nebraska',

Af'ter returning home and keeping a eorresvondanee with him, he made plans
Yo visit the sites of Scottsbluff & Bridgeport and the former camps, during a
business trip & a side trip here im 1976, As the skeduling of time was to short and
airplane connections at the last minute couldn't be met, he abandon his trip here.
Them im 1978 he again made plans and a target date of April 7 was set, this time
achieving his goal.,

About a month before his visit (1978), plans were made here to vesearch.
and obtazin as much information on the P,0.W, camps as possible and thus produce some
kind of report or history. With this in mind we set about gathering information,

& while the P.O,W, camp at Scottsbluff (the main one for this area) started in

May of 1943, we gathered our main: information from May 194 on, since the German
prisoners were first brought in then, and intermittantly until it's close in the
spring of 1946, Italian prisoners were the first to be kept at the Scottsbluff
internment cawp, then when the German prisoners were brought in the name was
changed to P.O.W, camp, The Bridgeport eamp came in June and lasted until about
August or Sept, 1945, apparently although no termination date was found,

o

Y

A few photos of the camp were found (about 18 in a1l at this writing of the
Scotsbluff camp), several given to us by Mr, Richard Dempster of Toveka Kansas
who's father, Col, Clyde B, Dempster, {of Dempster Windmill -~ Beatrice Nebr,) was
camp G.0, ati the time, Other photos were loaned to us for copying by Mrs, Jim Loy
of Minatare who worked at. thie camp at the time & met her gusrd husband there, These
latter photos proved to be quite valuable in that about 6 photos were taken from
atop the camp water tower and covered about a 270 degres view of the camp & showed
the camp as it was, Although she did not kmow who took the pholos or with what
kind of camera, the date on the back of the photos were stamped Sept, 1, 1944,

As of this date - April 21,1978 - no photos of the Bridgeport camp were found,

; A-




SUMMERY,

. As: there were labor shortages during WWII due to a large percentages &
of Americans in the armed' forces, this labor shortage at home was fullfilleu
by Italiam and Germam P.OW. S, the Scottsbluff camp being the main
Bramch: for this area, with numberous side campad It appears that at' one
time: during this era almost every towm kad some small contingent of P.OWe S
for a labor force im that area - numbering from only a few to a great rmumber%
The farmers evidently grew to a dependance om this labor foree as eoncerm
in the early part of 1946 news papers questions the removal of the camp¥
In the Jam; & Febir:. fssuesw-(Scottsbluff Star Hearld)¥ Bueh head limes
-ag "Farm Labor Imeis « would keep Germans - here™ (Wednesday,Jamiary 9, '
194% - page 3 - Star Hearld)¥ Jans 15,l946,page three,Coliy 2, Scottsblufl
Star Hearld states "Nazi War Prisoners soomr to start home!~ Jam., 19,I9467%
page 1, Coli. I, "PROW3E S im process of Evacuatiom here™(Star Hearld)/i
Thenr Pebrd 2,1946, Page ¥, Coli I (Star Hearld) statess "Army officers
dim - PeOisWo. Labor hope - SiBE Camp to clese: im 60 days"i showing a slow
dowmr i thedir going homed ScottsIuff Star Hearld for Febri 3,1946 - Page i,
colfl b, statess "War Prisoners are expected here for spring beet Iabor®
Angaremﬂ‘m a slow phase out was made at' the camp during the fst. half of
19463 after which the Buildings were sold offy Several farmers bought the
buildings & used them for out' buildings, barns etlicy Several were takew up
to the present day Scottsbluff Airport, two were moved to Minatare Nebraska
& were joined together making the present day Americanm Legiom halld Many
loeal "Germanm Weddings" were held Im this building amd In 1973 D*Lustign
Worlander folk damee: group performed at a’ dance there ome saturday night¥
Only a few foundatioms amd the scant outlimes of roads are all that
remin of the ScotttsbHluff camp todayi Bor a few years after the removal .
of the buildings it was used as the garbage dump for the city of Scottsblv, Te
After this was abandom - later cattle were turned im for grazing by & '
Tocal farmexy

The Pe0WW. camp ati Bridgeport, after the war (apparemtly) two of
the: Buildings, which are onm the fair grounds (Morrill County Fair
growds) werdérused for stock buildingsi The: bridgeport Blade for Jume 7,
1945 mentions! @oncrete: floors” being laid in two structures, this:
probabily Weing the: two show Barns along the: hyway that are being used todayi
Another Building that probably was: built or at least used at the time, still
remains and looks: like Buildings: from that era, so probably was® The

ma jority of the PYOIWE S apparently lived im a tent city while guards livead

- inm adjacent buildingss. Imr about: 1974 - 1972 ome: of the buildings was
destroyed by wind buti another building was replaced over it¥ Neither of
the twor uildingss with the concrete: floor probably looked as when first
usedd Onee of the: Jocal residents of Bridgeport said he could remember
seeing the PL.O0.W. S playing volley ball for recreations

Several of the:P.0.W. S, liking the country ard the treetment gi
themy; returmed to the: Area and became U.S'. Cittizems®d {i
J




INTRODUCTION

SCOTTSBLUFF & BRIDGEPORT NEBRASKA P,O,W., CAMPS - A BRIEF HISTORY

During a trip and tour of Burope in IGF5 our tour arranger for Germany
was Herr Hugo Friedel of Hochst Germany. During a conversation with him I mentioned
living at Bridgeport Nebraska. "X know where that! is" was his reply, "I was a
prisoner of war during WWIX there - at Scottsbluff, = & at. Crawford Nebraska",

After returning home and keeping a correspomdance with: him, he made plans
to visit the sites of Scottsbluff & Bridgeport and the former camps, during a
business trip & a side trip here in 1976, As the skeduling of time was to short and
airplane connections at the last minute couldn't be met, he abanion his trip here,
Then in 1072 he again made plans and a target date of April 7 'was set, this time
achieving his goal,

About = month before his visit (1978), plans were made here to research
snd obtain as much information on the P,0.W. camps as possible and thus produce some
lkind of report or history, With this in mind we set about gathering informatiomn,
& while the P.O.W. camn at Scottsbluff (the maim one for this area% started in
May of 19473, we gathered our main information. from May 1944 om, since the Cerman
rrisoners were first brought in then, and intermitlantly until it's close in the
spring of 1946, Italian prisoners were the first to be kept at the Scottsbluff
internment camp, then when the German prisoners were brought in the nume was
changed to P,0.W, camp, The Bridgeport camp came ini June and lasted until about
Ausust or Sept. 1945, anparently although no termination date was found,

A few photos of the camp were found (about 18 im all at this writing of the
Scottsbluff camp), several given to us by Mr, Richard Dempster of Topeka Kansas
who"s father, Col, Clyde B, Dempster, (of Dempster Windmill - Beatrice Nebr,) was
cemp CoOs at the time, Other photos were loaned to us for copying by Mrs, Jim Loy
of Minatare who worked at the camp at the time & met her guard husband there, These
latter photos proved to be quite valuable in that about 6 photos were taken from
atop the camp water tower and covered about a 270 degree view of the camp & showed
the camp as it was, Although she did not know who took the photos or with what
kind of camera, the datc on the back of the photos were stamped Sept. 1, 1944,

As of this date = April 21,1978 ~ no photos of the Bridgeport camp were found,
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"REMENISANCE OF MRS. E.F, FAIRFIELD, FORMERLY OF MINATARE NEBR., AR UT SCUTTSBLUFF
P.OW. CANP cmmcmme FEBRUARY 26,1978

(1)

In the spring of the year—w—-- final plans had been made to house Buropean
Prisioners of war on a plot of ground which formerly had been an airport near
Scottsbluf“ Nebraska for traiming young men who were interested in learning to fly
aircraft and later to try flying various types of war aircraft,

Joe, Inez (son & daughter) and I drove near where a train load of Italian priscners
from northerm Africa were umloaded one time, They were then marched to their camp
and were such a pitiful sight, The train had passed our home first, but it was far
from the camp lorcation, These men had beem under siege a long time, it was a hot
climate, many wore old ragged and dingy shorts, looked thin-and hungry, They were
hired out to farmers who needéd help as the fine young men from the United States,
married and single were firzhting in Furope, As I remember my husband never hired
more than three of these Italians at a time, a guard was sent along who gave his
work little attention evem whem carrying a gum, but it may not have been. loaded,
de invited the guard into our home to eat: withi us, but the P,0O,W.S had their lunch
brought from camp and I never knew what food they brought, We hired much larger
groups of the German P.O.H, S as more workers were needed for harvest then which
could have been late summer and fall, Towards the last need for P.O.W. workersy a
guard was not sent as the men were faring so much better:over here, perhaps even
better than in their home country peace time, The few pictures able to be taken .
of the inside of barracks and dinning rooms showed great neatness and one picture
showed rows of large pies, They might only, have been served to officers but mention
has been made of the large quantities of flour and other staple cooking needs that

were used every day., § ,

There were big boxes of delicious moist German bpead and big hunks of fresh
cheese sent im their lunches (to the farm), Once I exchanged an equal amount of my
bread for a portiom of theirs and always sent out at least two or more for each man,

sofe ‘hard boiled eggs.

“ 3

The last day the Germans worked om our fapm, my husband took his tractor to helip
another neighbor some distance from our Home, so it left me alone, knowing that twenty
or more of these men would be Iw our yard at moon, There speech was low and gutteral
which  made them sound more harsh and frightening, but' all went well even when I had
to let two or three come into the kitichen to get drinking wated, I enjoyed meking
jelly and Jjam, yet had learned that' others than me in. the family didn't care for it
as I did, and had a lot of the jars om the table, thinking to throw it out., Some
were several years old and rather sugary, One P.O.W. nobiced them, called it
marmalade, made motions in asking for it, I was glad to get rid of it and every jar
was returned, completely cleaned out evem if I hadn®t spoons enovugh, Then they
gathered in formation with one acting as leader and marched back to work as they had
come, -~ it must have been pulling weeds from the beett field, Joe and Inez surely
were in school that day, as were the Meyers boys and Mn; Meyers was carrying mail

(neighbors).,

Ome of the German P.D.W. S escaped, and as so little attention was made to
this event, except a little publication, at. firstte A story was told finally, that it
was known where he was all the time as he was easily picked up in Canada when time
to send all back to Germany. The tale I heard was that it was planned even by our
country officers, to see if our intellegence officers could use their knowledge if

really needed,

There were some splemdid art talents among the Italian P.0.W. S, The building
for.officers in charge of the prisioners was purchased by the Minatare American
Legion members and moved to a locatiom im Minatare where it stands vet and is used by
many. organizations besides the American Legion, The walls had large wonderful
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REMENISANCE OF MRS, E.B., FAIRFIELD, FORMERLY OF MINATARE NEBR,, ABCUT SCOITSBLUFF
PeOuW, CAMP wwmmacacwa FEBRUARY 26,1978

(2)

paintings made by anm Italiam P,O.W, artist, It was American scenes, mostly of
olden times as covered wagonm days, One was of Civil War canoms and men fightine,

It is not clear to me how we transported all the German P,0.,W. S that last
day, as we did not own a truck. Mr, Meyers, across the road had one and he hired
many P.OW. S a time or so, One morning he sent his oldest son. Bob after them and
there was a collison at a cross road witha man driving his car and hurrying to
work in Scottsbluff, ®e was Mr, lattin who never fully recovered from his injury,
One P,O.W. at least, had a broken leg, several were imjured,

Bonnie Breeden, a Mimatare young lady, was secetery to one of the P.0O.H,
U.S. officers? She met and married James Loy, one of the guards, He came from
Kansas, They made their home im Mimatare, until finally buildinz a very modern
home, south: of the East Lawm Cememtery, north & west of Minatare Nebraska,

Ono- time: wheri my’ hustiand had hired a small group of P.0.W. S3a
former- gardemr spot had growm up witlh holly hocits, we hadm®t found the
gardemr spot: worth the work as we coulidn®t get water om it as neceded:
The P.OwW. men were:waiting  a short time until we could take them
bacit to camp. They asitedl for some of the flowering stalks but cut:
the stallts: to fit under- thedr long coats as: they were punished if
thought to have stolem anythinge Thds: happened the same, only about
a kitterrs A guard had come this time and I asked if petlm would be
allowed inside the barrakei: ¥ said they were, If mot found right
affter a work assignment so the thougm of stealing would not be
suspicioned?y Themw rations: for the peth.would have to come from the
P.OWle S owir meal and he must Keeop all clean where it lived of
course, I don't remembter- if these P.O.W. S were German or Italiams
I gave them a kittem of course, as:we always had more than we wantedy
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RECOLLECTTONS OF MR. BILL THOMAS OF THE SCOTTSBLUFF NEBRASKA P.C.W. CAME,
FEBRUARY 26,1978 (ASSI%%&%E)POLICE CHIEF - MITCHELL NEBRAGKA)
)

I think I was shinped there in 1943 and stayed till the end of 1945, the last
par, about December, then we moved out in January 1946, then we went to Canp Carson
Colorado, They vere all moved by then, everybody was gone, We went to Camp Carson, but
I think it®s Fort Carsom now, I think it*s just south of Colorado Springs Colorado,

I was suppoly sargent at the Scottsbluff P.O.W. camp = im cold storage & parishables,

There were about 3,000 prisoners att the peak of the harvest season, in between
times they were shipped wherever they were needed, =~ wherever there was harvest,

The pictures that Mr, Dempster sent (to Joe Pairfield) were taken in about
1944 or 1945, I couldn®t tell you how many buildings were used out there at the time,
but there were 9 compounds, inside the fence., Each compound had it's own mess hall,
mess sargent, for so many confineies each. I was overall supply sargent for the camp,
for the cold storage & parishable items,
‘®

END

NOTE: Mr, Bill Thomas was c¢old storage, food supply Sgte at
the P.0.W. campiy im charge of all eol@d gterage foods?
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) 'ff""’RECOLLECTILNS OF MR, STEVE SORCK, 1901 AVE, L. SCOTTSBLUFF, NEBRASKA,
(FORMER MAIL CARRIER AT'THEkaCTTSBLUFF, NEBRASKA P,O.W, CAi1P)
i

Personal nictures could be taken at the camp, I have pictures of the prisoners
laying brick for a side walk., I had one P,O,W, im my office (mail) to help clean the
office = I had two to help me translate the mail addresses, that is to what carp it
would go *n, we had 27 branch camps operating = Bridgeport, Bayard, Broadwater,
Torrington, Michell, Morrill, Bouglas, Dubois, Sidney, to name a few, It wculd all
be addressed to the P.O.W. camp at Scottsbluff Nebraska,

The Bridgeport P.,O.W. camp existed in 1944 & 1945,

At the time the camp opemed up we had Italian prisoners, this was ir 1943 in June,
then they left in 1944, because they more or less lost the war, then they swore
allegence to the United States. Then we got german: prisioners in, They came to the
Scottsbluff camp about the 18th of May 1944, I hmve some news paper clippings about the
‘camp, but now it®s all put away, The camp folded up im 1946, it existed until June of
that year, I 1&ft in February when I was discharged from here, I came down from Camp
Hill Colorado, Since I had had previous experiance at working in the post office, I
was chief postal clerk at the camp (P.O.. camp = Scottsbluff),

There were close to 4700 prisoners at the camp, From time to time in the winter
months when they had nothing to do here they sent them down south to work in the crops,
you see, This was better than 75% of them sent south, them they would bring them back
here,
At the time we cot the gprmans in here, they, were quite proud® Im the early part
of the war they would come in singing, “Today we are Germans, Tomorrow the World is
ours", Then they weren" allowed to sing so they would whistle & hum as we unloaded
and brought them up from the trains, It didn't take them to long for them to change
their tune, When it came time for them to go back, they wanted to stay. After they
were here avhile, ve didn*t even: have to guard themeThe farmer would bring in a truck
and get a truck load of prisoners and behind it they would have a car fellowing with
two guards, After a while the farmers Jjust came in and no guards were needed, == you
couldn*t have driven them out of here when they knew they were going back home,
especially when they knew they were going to land occupied by Russia and other
countrys, They didn't even want to back, - they wanted to stay here, - we had to guard

them so we could get them back,

Even though the war was over in April - May 1945 the prisoners were not sent home
immediately, because arrangements had to be made to get them out of here, When so many of
the P.OW, S were sent home, the same ships were used to bring back so many Americans. It

worked on an exchange hasis,

As faxr as the amount of buildings that were at the camp, it covered quite an area.
I would say it covered about 120 acres or more, self contained, that is for sewage, =
we had our own water tower, & our own post office, Originaly it was the "Internment Camp"
at Scottsbluff Nebraska, Im 1944 they ehanged the name to P.O.,W., camp, when the :

germans came imn,

A8 far as activities of the P,0,W, s at the camp they played a lot of 8cccer, more
so the germans liked to play soccer, The Italians liked to work more or less with their
hands, & musicaly inclined, The germans were more active physicaly, We had prisoners
from all walks of 1ife, bookkeepers, Doctors, Dentists, and journeymen mixed amongst
them, The german military personal were so much different than the American military
personal, Here if someone is a journeymam, Dr, or Lawyer you are automaticly commissioned,
whereas in Germany they must earn that commission, If he's a Dr. or journeyman there
he®1l start at the bottom like anyone else, and he has to work up, We had german
Dentists out there that were real good Dentists = they were just Corpurals & Sargents,

but they were better than some of our Captains,

From time to time there were some that escaped, three of them were found down




RECOLLECTIONS OF MR. STEVE SOROK, 1901 AVE, L, SCOI‘TSBLUFF, NELRASKA
(FORIM~R MAIl, CARRIER AT THL SCOITSBLUFF, NEBRASKA F.0.W. C.AMP)

(2)

here at the river bridge out on 20th street. Then there were two more thit escapeq,
-~ they got to Canada,=- they worked in Canada, then went to Philidelpia, then they
were picked up aboard ship im a barrel, We never heard anynore of them, it was
strictly confidential what happened to them,

There were American intellegence personal in. the camp with the P,0.d, S but
we didn®t know it, There was one fellow who was real nice, who was with me, was in
personal and he wns a Corporal, Later om I found out he was a Lt, Colon:l for the
Anerican intellegence, Whenever the American intellegence or ¥.,B,I, would come in
we would mix the prizoners up from one barracks to another and weed out so many,
No one knew who disappeared etc,

None of the prisoners gave us any trouble out there, they ate the same food

we did and were the same (as us), One time they went on strike, they had to cone and
get their two slices of bread, and go get their water. They Jjust thousht they were
being smart, but they soom learned differently, Even if they didn't work they still
got fed = they still got 10¢ per day. evem if they didn®t work, but if they worked
they got 80¢ per day, this was under the articles of war,

Several times I would come into the Scottsbluff vost office, (we'd get our
mail through the Scottsbluff post office), I would get a truck load of parcels
that had been received from Germany = nothing but dry old black bread, The fGerman
peonle sent it to them but they never ate it, they Jjust through it away, We had to
give it to them, they had to sigm for it,=-it was from the home land of Germany, ~nd
it was to let them know that Germany was thinking of them,

The latter part of the war when we got the last few prisoners in, they were
anywhere from 14 - 15, some were 80 years of age, and they didn’t even have military
clothes on, all they had was a white gauze around their arm, to show that they were
gorillas - they were soldiers = they were military, Their underwear was made of paper,

There was never any case of sabotulge, but one time they did try to dig a =
tunnel under the pepim@%er fence,

Dryed fruits were always asked for, One time they had a hig party going, they
took this dried fruit, fermented it and distilled it, and made their own licuer,

We had one Italiam prisoner there, he was a brillant man, and he was from
Call“ornla° He would ridicule the other Italians, calling them "Wops" and everything
else, I said to him "why your a good American - you speak fluently, what are you doing
amongst them ? " "Well it's a long story" he replyed, Later on his brother came to see
him, = his brother and his father lived in California, and they were very well to do.
What happened was he went to Italy to get married, Her brother was just being ordained
as a priest, so he married them, Then the war broke out so naturalv they drafted him,
War was declared on Italy (by the U,S,) and he was in an Italian uniform, so he was
declared as having bore arms-against his own country, After the war then he would have
to get a new Americam Citizenship - so what choice did he have ? I was in a military ski
troup, we had many Sweeds and Norweigens that came over from Europe and were in our army,
it only took a year after their declaratiom of allegence to get their citizenship, but
of eourse as soon as they nut on a wvniform of the U.,S. they immediately became enemies

of Germany,

There were no S.S. men among the german P,O.W, S, these were all regular
army men, The last obunch we got in were from the Africam Corp., taken in Libla, and the

german "Desert Fox"' command,
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(FORMER MAIL 741RItR AT THE SCOTTSBLUFF, NEBRASKA P,C. M, CAKE)

(3)

The Atlanta P.0.W. camp was not the main P,O.W. camn in this area, This
(Scottsblnff) camp was Service Command, Unit 4752, The priscners were brovght directly
here from right off the ship, via train, We had nothing to do with Atlanta, sometimes
we'd ret prisoners “row there and we sent nrisoners there, I took prisoners to Atlanta
Nebraska, It was a big center camp for that area, This was the H.Q., camp for this area,
narts of Colorado, Wyoring, South Dakota etc, Ouvr commanding officer was Clyde 5,
Dempster, from Beatrice Netraska, he had the Dempster Mills,

The signature of the camp was Service Command Unit 4752, but we alwrys
ridiculed it as "Sick Crippled & Useless" because most of these (American) men were
either of limited service or limited assignment, I myself was injured in service,
therefore instead of getting discharged I was still usefull, so I was put in as a
mailmanr out here, as I had the experience in e¢ivilian life,

The mnil was already screened in Texas before it got here, at th A jutant ‘
Generals department first, where it was censored. The local mail case in here, some ?f
the P,OM. S had relatives here, we had our owm censors here, The censoreq nart of the
letters were cut ovt completely, and completely elimip&tgd, with ragzor, sissors gtc:
Troy knew good & well their restrictions om letter writting, not to oput to much in it
etc: They were only allowed one letter and two postcards a month, If they wrote to
often they were restricted, penalized, or the letter even sent back, There was no i
sence in them taking a chance, Theys had a quota restriction, The exchange of mail was
through the American Red Cross, or through a netural‘country,\o

END
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LABCR REGUESTS EXCEED TCTAL IN PRISCHNER BALE

. 3 e | 1> .. .- . .. o 3 '
9,500 War frisoners are: Avaialable in: Region, Ariay Reports,

OMAHA»- (AP) - Aproximately 9,500 of the 12,000 prisoners of war ncw
allocated to the Seventh Serv1ce command are available for wvse under labor
contracte. Brig., Gen.Paul B Clemens diccloseds but requests for P.C.W,

labor are running between six and severn times the number avaliable,

Gen, Clemens. dircetor of the Seventh Service command security and
intelligence division under which thHe P.O.W. branch operates, said that in
an effort to supply this demand, largely i{or agriculture, maintenance wcrlk
at militsry installations has bteemr reduced to bBare essentizls and some 40
branch camps, have been established in the nine states of the service command
area, Maj. Wi L., Wolcott Heads the P.O.W. branchs

The service command also Was adopted this policys No fixed laber pocls
will be mainteined for any locality, but it will survey for feasibility any
project properly certified, regardless of the particular locality of the
projecte.

Two ccnditions must be met before the army will survey 2 rcquest for
P.0O.W, farm labors first, the contractor must obtain a certificate of
need fiom his state extension director setting forth the vrrevailing wages
in the area for which tHe labor is sought, and establishing the fact that
frme lebor is no loncer available, The applicant then must get a criority
rating from his state or regiomal WNC directors

WCORK IN BEET FIEIDS ,

The service coumand will thHem determine the requirements for suitable
housing,e transportation, sanitation, security, etc., at the site of the
project, arnd whether P.C W, labor may be proverly employed. Viien these
conditions are met labor will bhe provided - If it is available at the tire.

The contractor must provide ard maintain facilitiesybut there are
allowances from the war department toward the costs

Friconers, virtually all Germam, are belng used in sugar heet fields
near*ScottsbluII “etraska., Gfeeley ani Camp Carsorr, Colosy for lumbering
in northern Minneqo+ﬁ, nortiern Colorado and southerm Wyoming, for gensrai
farming in Webraska and Kansas,. Some 850 will be sent to northwestern
FMissouri for the potaﬁo Harvest, and’ cthiers will likely detacsel corn in
Towa, They will also e used in food processing plants and hemp fields,

Gen, Clemens said thet while there is still resentment against FP.0We
lahor in a lew 1occlities, the demand for it as this time is tr_ve“ble to
past sucess, The prisoners for the most part prefer labor assignments, and
there is no record of attempted sabotasce or violence from »ny of the labor

S

camps. Reports on the effectiveness of their labor huve been gratifying, the
seneral sair,

END



ARTICIE FROM BRIDGEPORT REBRASKA' BELADE, THURSDAY JURE 7,1945
PAGE 1 & LAST PAGE

PRISONERS NOW AT CAMP HERE ,
About 200 Germarr P.,O.W. S Located at Bramch Camp Doinmg Farm Work

Approximately 180 German prisoners of war from Port Robinsorr arrived
at the brancit Iabor camp here Sunday afterncomr and began farm work im this
vicinity om Monday. First Licutemant Domald A. Edwards from the Scotts-
bluff P,O.W. camp is commanding officer of the branch, which is located at
ther faiprgrounds, south of Bridgeportts About! twenty enlisted men from
the Scottsbluff camp have: arrived to act as: guards and assist with office
work®

County' Agent E.C. Nelsom stated that' of the 189 prisomers, approxi-
mately 170 are avaiXlublesfor farm work. Some of the prisoners are alregdy
at work and’ ag& soomr ag weather conditions permit, they will all be in the
fields, Al presemt, the prisoners are doing hand labor onm sugar beets. Mre
Nelsonr said that this work would be over betweernr the temth and the fifteer=
thr off July and it would depond om laborr requests whether or not the camp
would remain during the: summer months. Npri Nelsomw also said that virtually
all growers, who do not haver their ownr Iabor supply have signed labor
contractse '

Two of the permanent buildings at the fairgrounds are being used at
the labior camp. The stock barm Has: beemr converted into a mess hall: The
strmucture has beenr divided imto two parts with the prisoners wsing orghalf
amd’ the army personel the other half,.. The poultry btuilding is now sleep-
ing quarters for the enlisted mer's Concrete floors Have beem Iaid Im both
structures and immovations making them habitable have beemr made inm eachs

The prisoners, Lt. Edwards stated are housed im tents, five to a
tent, There is certainly no evidences of “ecoddling:® The prisomers provide
their ownr cooks and thelr meru, while adequate, eould not be termed "fancy.™
A sample days menu, according to the lieutermnt would consist of oatmeal,
canned milk and water, bread and coffee or tea for breakfast; sausage
gandwiches and water or perhaps coffee or tea for Iunchi and bean stew,
peas and beans mixed, potatoes, perhaps a vegetabile salad and coffee and
bread at dinmer., The prisomers: receive no beef, no fresh meat with the
exception of kidneys or oeccasionally heant, no butter, but oncve im a while
margerines,. Their fare, whiler plaim, nevertheless consists of at least
2500 caloriems daily, twice that allowed the people eff Holland under Germarn
gmcupatioxr.. A high fence surrounds the: camp and flood lights have been
nstalledy : .

Lt2 Edwards stated that the prisoners work om a task basis. Each
prisoner doing beet labor is required to complete ome-quarter of an acre
of blocking and thirming per day armd they stay imr the fields until the
task is completed. They work im details of tem to 12 men, each with a
military guardy They do not work om Sunday unless am emergency arises amd
then: the work is voluntarys The prisfoxers are paid at the rate of 80
cents per- day, which fs paid& to them imr canteemr chiecks: which they spend at
thedir owir post exchiange® »

The prisomers are not permitted visitors, with the exception of
thedr ownr relatives® Lt Edwards commutes betweem the local i:nsta;lqiatiiou
and the Seottskluff camps When he iis absemt, Pfe Garland Burnett is In
charge of the: offices

ENDy
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- ARTICLE FROM BRIDGEPORT NEBRASKA BELADE, THURSDAY JULY 12,1945, PAGE 1
PRISOMERS CAUGHT AT FORT MORGAR

Two Germamr prisoners of war, Theodore Rogge, 21, and Otto Koch,
23, who escaped the Bridgeport branch prisoner of war camp sometime last
Thursday niglit, were apprehended Sunday near Ft% Morgam, Colod The pair
were picked up om a highway near that towmr by Sherlff Sam Pederson, of
Ft¥., Morgamnd

The fugitives told the sheriff that they had been working inm a
field mear Bridgeport Thursday aftermoom and "Just walked away™’ Imasmuch
as neither PW could speak Engiisip, Iocal assumptiom ls that they rode a
freight trainm to Coloradcd

The men were first missed Fridayy at early morning roll call, and
FBI and law enforcement officers: im this- ares were: notified immediately.
The Germans were returned’ to the Scotisbluff PW camp om Monday nighty

ERD
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ARTICLE FROM SCOTTSBLUFFP STAR HEARID - JULY/ 10,1944, PAGE 10

BY S.J. WOOLF
(N.R.As ARTIST CORRESPONDERT)
ABOARD A U.S. IST - There are 28 Germamr priisomers om the top deckz
of this LST om its way back from France., They seem little interested
in their surroundingg and show mo curiesity whem the ship approached
a southermr Yase i Emglardy .

Thare are Westphalians, Bavarians, Prussianms,East Pruosiane and
Saxons amomg thems Thedir ages vary from about 17 to 452 The oldest is
& gaumt' Bawariam, a dark haired chap who at times displays a keem
gense ¢f humory There are two or three with whom I try to talk, who
are surly and pay no attentiom to my questionse

Their clothing all show signs of wear, yet they are by no means
in tatiters: F can mot examine their beots clesely but: they appear to
be inm good' comditionty

According to most of them 1933 marked the crest of HitIer's
popularitys This dwindled' gradually, whemr many of his promises were
not fulfilled. When the: war bLegamr manyw of the older people leost their
fafith, but the Itler youth grested it with enmthusiasm. Doubt as to
the outt come of the war began to spread whem Russia was attaclteds
Today, say the majority with whom I speeak, = about! 33 per cemt of the
population still follows the: fuslirery

When this fs said I noticed the youngster of tihe prisomorcs shake
his head defiantly, bBut! he: will not tell me: why he disagrees with
this and only smiles superciliouslys

Ther square=head from Westpalilia says that the Luftwaffe is
practically dome: for: thatt while theore are still rmmbers of plames,
the bombings of factoriesz Has: made replacements Impossibled Nowe of
therr hag seerr the rockett bomb erd most of them are surprised that it
iz in used Ome of them laughingly’ remarks that he: never beliewed in
its existence and thouglitt Dy Goetblicls wag Its Inventor:

A gad lookipg peasant type from Frankfort' tells me liis mame, but
aslts: m> not to mentiom ity az he Ias a wife and a Iittle girl of
severr "at home®™ amd he- fears retaliitationsy For ke fs particullarly
virulent imr hfs talk about the Rawisy He says that he had Beem leading
a happy life as a farmer% Although he had Iittle momey, he was ,
conrterrteds then he wag smatehed away amd made to fight - for
whatt re- did nmot knows o

I asked them when ther Germam people think the: war will end; The
Saxow pipes up? "Dom®t yow kmow the Germans have not beem allowed to
think since Eitler came to powerf

"Even if they &id&," adds the Eavariam, "They were afraid to say
what' they thoughtis®

Then, just as we are entering the harbor, he mudges the ribs of
the mam mext to him amd says in amr undertone, "See, the fushrer is
keeping his promise, we are lamding im Emgland®®

END
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FROM SCOTTSBLUFF (NE3R.) STAR HERALD, TUESDAY JUNE 21,1944, FACL I,
NAZI PRISONERS QUIT FARNM JOBS IN STRIKE

Germarn war prisoners from the prison camp Here, employed by the Woshaxie
Beet Growers association at Worland, Wyo., Have Beermr on strike since Tuesday
protesting a change from day rates to piece work payiythe public relations
officer said today.

He declired to reveal the number of prisorers at the camr =t Worland
but indieated thet they all have refused to work. Other reports said G4 men
are at the side canp.

The prisoners refused to go to the fields Tuesday morning and they are
being held under guard at the side camp. Disciplinmary action is vnlanned if
theycontinue‘tqistrike, he indicated.

Formerly they were paid 80 cumrts a day to work in the beet fields, but
the regulations have been changed ealling for 80 cents for blocking and
thinning a quarter acre im eight hours. Under the new nay scale, the prisoners
can meke less than 80 cents or as muelt as $1:200 a day.

Erpr






