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s:cr.-0tltsl:Hufff Nebr •. P .o .w. 
C:anqr. W.few-S'. ftrom· tlte:: 
wat-ertower· &- oth·ers, •. 
Plie.tlul'e:so, court·e:sy; off' Mi!s. 
{Wionn1i."e:)' Jriim Lo-y;,, Mima tare> 
N:e'brasm. 

FR'AME NO • ~ 
Looking dowrr on+some of th:e· bar-nacks fno:nr tlte wat:er· towel'"',, 
( da:ta-, om 15aeic· of scenes fro mi tlte, wa t-en· tower showa- 
Se-pt·~. ll, 1"$4'41)'., S:ae-n-a, looks tb tliw wes1t &: s:outfu,, probabu.~1 

sttortu.yv a:Cte-nnoorr,;. 

F.R:AME NO:. 6 
L.o~ing tb tfte: s-ou,tfu eas:t fnom·, th·a-· wate-n- towen· 

FRAMEl N:Q. 1i 
Looking to tli:e:· sou:tl'h &; e:a.s,t- fn-om1 the· waten· ttowe,rr •. 

E'RAME; NOV. 83 
Looking to th:e,- rii. 1£. wr .. :ffl:ronn the wat:e:rr- tower. tr1pper· 
G::ent'en- &: b·e-l.ow,- sq uare- house: j.it1st; above- ihterse:-a-t-.io:m 
cam b-e:- se:e-rr• wlter.e:.> th'e·0 o1d airport bui]dings,, {b:efo-r,~ 
the P. 0. W.io . o:amp) ·. we-r~ Boca 1ted\;' 

FRAMlB NO • .. g, 
LooH!ing to tfie we:El'ti fuomr- tlte· wate-:tr tower.:. Sc.:attsblulfff 
ma:ti'onal7 Monument' cram b:e:, made- out to tlte rigltt1 cerrterr 
om ttte.- horiz,o~. Hbs:piitar area tb the ]]e:f"t- - b-e:-.Iow cent'e:r.-­ 
and th)e las·t·•· of ttte builtlingai tio t}te:, west"'; 

FR<AMEl'. NO' o r.o·· 
Anoth\er:'Vi'ew l!ookirrg west' ( si.ind.i]ar to above:-) fil:rom: th--e­ 
wa tierc twel!'o, 

FRAME mo. I'll 
S-cene lJooks:; twarni' ttte,"soutrr 88c we:s:t :fl:'om. th:e water-, t'ower. 

FRlAJ.'VlE, NO. ]2 
Serene, loo.ks twand- du&"' soatti,, f:roim tlte water: towe-nf 

FRAME NO• n:r 
Serene, iimi'der m&Ss·· nalll atr- Tttan~sgiving time, {:t944' ?)' 

FRAME: rroi. :00. 
S:c:ene iimide, me-ss; ltal'JJ at'· TH:anitsgi v:irig tima- «;D9"4Jf 7)' 
{ same'"' tiine2 as- ab'ove-,)1 'n'Ho.s·e-, i::dent'ffiied: are:1'. Fall" lle:f~ 
across-- tabJ:'e - Lt";. Pi'c:kere,] & w1ife-,, ene-ter" tab-le·· acro·ss; - 
Ltr •. Jjirrr Gne:eni.,, ftrorot IM'tt -- stati'o?T surge:i'oni,, :mtr rigltt- - 
tlii"$ s--iide:i of table, - Colhed.- O]qd'e: E~ D'e-mpst'er- 8& wif~ 
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FILM DATE,: FEBRUARY: z5..1978: 

( 

s·«.ottsbluf.f Nebr.-t P .o Ow♦ 

Ca!llp;. Pic:tt.mes eow:rtrlisy,­ 
C!If. Rienard! Dempster,. son 
af (fo,]:~ CTy,de· K~ 
Demps.t:er-,.. Camp: C"o-O& 

FRAMK NiO. 28 
"6:tlb War- Loan" P. 0 • W,i • bmp:1 Se.:o t1 Us-biIU::fT.: N'e.-:bras-ka" • si.gn 
at: P.o,&w.:. camp: d'uring :ii:t••s: eri.s,-t:am::eii: 

FRAME: No._z-:g,, 
Ear .ii:rL of'F:rC?&i:ts:: q uar.t'e-im.- buiJlding ]a:tt:e1r: mawed . t:m 
l\lfumtire, · N':e.bmts1£a where? tociay;, fjt i:53 the Ameri'can 
Le:gd:.cnr Ha:JJJ1 th:e.c:e~ 

! 
: ~ NO.. JO:, . 

S-afirty-· si.gmr. at: P.o.~. camp· 

' FRAME Wi.O.. j]L 
; Apparently; Gfirl'stmas· ti·lll&' ( I.944'- ?)} ait tfur: · ~ .. piet.ure- · 
; .. <tl:' imertar of officers, q uar.treztS.i · 

, FRAME NO.. 32'· . 
rrnterl~ o,.'J: affi.c:e-rs· quartter.s: ait tfte:. ~ Pai.?'liting,(s} 
bWT Ro.mi.ti: Po,]a om wall o:e:him: FE.ia: mmalLS3 e-rls.t: on tn:e . 
fnterwalTo: af the Amerlemm. Le-gf.on l!fa-ll.. m Mina1;arec- todayf: 

FR.AMR: M"O •. J3' 
].rrter.for- oi:tr ma-as- hallL at :.~•camp·., probably; a1:t Chrlstmas 
times: 

FRAME NO:. Jtl-, 
Ki.tcfterrt. Idenrtifien Le-ft: to:. Rfgmt as:i:- r:. 

2'~ James: Loy, J1ci'. Captain. Smi.tfu 4Lt N.fdrn1etm 
5:~ S-obama - (me:ss: sa.r.gent) 
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N'AZI PRISONERS QUI'.L" FARM JOBS IN STRI1<E 

German war' prisone:ns fr:om the- prvi'aorr camp ltere,, emp l'oye d' by the Vfoshakie· 
IB\eet Growers aas oc-l.a t'i orr at· Vlor13.nd·,, W,yo ;j./'rrave be err on strike sirrce 'I'uesd ay 
pr-ot'es~in-g a change f'nom day r-a te.s tro p[e,-ce:- work pay.~·th:e-- pub L'fc r e La t ions 
ofi'ic.er said +'oday ~- .. 

He- de cLi rred tb r-evea T the numtrerr: of pr i.s orrer-s at the- camp at' Wor18.rrd· 
'but Lnd Le'aberf th2.t the,y al] have: re-fused' tu wonk , O'ther'.. report's· sa.i'd 94 men 
are· at: thB· side: camps 

1L1he· prisonerrs r-e t'usert to go· to· t'h1e· fields Tmrnday morning and they are 
being held under· guard' at the- side camp, Ddsc-i'pLirrany ac:·tion is· p larrrre d if 
t}teY comt i.nue- to s t!rike ,- he: .i.nd I'ca i:Jedl ~ 

·• 
For mer-Ly they were• pa i'd ~ mart;-s:; a day· t'o. work in t.h'e beet fields, but 

tlte regula t'iorrs have been charrged' caliirrg for· 8:0 oerrts. for bIock irrg and 
thinning a quarter acr-e i:rr e:iglti; houm:ri., Uhd'er- thee new. pay, scale, thP-· prisoners· 
can, make less ttharr ffO' cerrts- err as: mum· as $'l'i20-' a d'ay ~- 

I 

t .. ,!j-/1 '.,; . . . '\ ,, ¾ . 
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GERMANS Il'f PRIS:ON C:AMP HERE TAC'ITURN: AND CLimlG 'JJO M]LI.'F:ARY BEAR Jl'<:r•c: t 1' SMILES 
ARE RARE 

~tr'Orrg· & tough, ke e-p busy with·, c,las:s and f'arm1 jobs t Fond' of Mus:ic- 

(Editor"s Note - in aoeondance- w.ttTu1 Amrry,· V-e'gµ.iliatfoiw· this~ material was sub­ 
mitted :f'w· nevd ew before publication to tlte:''. publ.i.e rerllatiorrs offic·e:rr at the 
camp and to tlte bur-eau. o·f pubLf.c rr.e la tions't Wair Departmendil~ Washington D. c·~ 
This st:orry c orrcatrrrs. a vis·lt to the camp- May, 22} 

B1Y DO BG LAS: rn, S:'JTANl'.ITOJN1 
( d1aily. S'a-ottsl:Huf':fl" Starr Hearrld·; S'tlaff. wr1.ter)' 

'ID1e Naid.s 2.t t'r\e S'cotts1:tr.luff Prris=ioner· of Wa1r- Camp· ar-e a bne.ed of men 
showing little in e.ommom wiiH\, tlte• IitLalians· whc p!l'e:c-eeded them·t 

In, fac'"bo, the viv;a<!r:i:ous:·., bouoyamtr and vo-Iub:le., southern Eutropearrs who 
rec-ent-ly moved· ou t', :E'ornr a pen:fe.e:r:if.~o:i:Ltrast t'o the neser-ved, taciturn 
"lreuto:n,s who have moved' i:n. 

When. the 1,,11r-iter v..tsite:d UYe Iilil!Iians. a it tlte camp~ He was sur pr-I sed' 
at thei:rr eagenness f'orr att.ention't mier.~ were: me:m:: who; showed C'lear-ly +ha't they 
haPlbio:rretl! rro malcvoienrnc;rEtp ]:'["ff, ~T'lLll. - wil]:~ 

'Tihey, were glad to be:- otrt: of ttl.e wa~~· One look at- a camera and they 
became a ges.tri cu La t'Img , ec:,c,ci.ted! crowd\. sttcrU1rl:til!Ig ''p-Fratographie , .. .' and quickly 
striking p~- ?lo,. some, o-f t1l1errr humou.nous!~ 

'l!he Nez-is:"are- diffene-rrtl· thai:t, t!ltey Ie:ave:: tfiec visit'or-- with an impr-B'.ss-ion 
he wonr°'t soon :forgetl'i: Pic:twre-s are: ifab-oof!) 

Thei:rr every actioru- s;:ttows: they,· ar:-e· proud' mem·:stromg s-oldiers: who have· beecn 
capt,ured but' have lost: rroi;i one· Iota a:-f tfurir- self re:specti~ 

They doni·a t smiIP-, and theyr rook· grimt~ Y;eit thes-e Nazis d'onr' 1:J give the 
irrrpre·ss·ion ~ be'ing · sul:Ierr or" Vi'ind'i~tiv~'f: 'JJltey,; are, formaJ:y· pol:i/teJ:: Most- o·f all 
th-eY' are- aloo~l7 

S:A1UQ1R FOR OJJ'fl]CERS' 
All a:rre· enliste·d' meT:119: and ac-c:ord'irrg tu «Fllmewa re-gu,Ia tions salui;e'. Ameri8an 

ofl:FiceFs: - w.f.th the up raised: palrm if' the WlFJ.zfs; hav;ec their hats O"f':f and .hr 
Ameriean- style if t1te:f:r•- Pread.'s· are:: c.·crwe:rretlfo1. Some o-f the- salutes; arei snappy'~ 
ye-t given wi thou.rt' a :f'Tiic:ltw-· of expre,ssi~ 

These- Naz-is: are- st'norrg antl tiougPri, and they:· know it,.;: In the· c·ompounds·g, 
where- they a'Ue' noti req uirexr to· wear- the' :fl'ami ljjar- "b:lue- denim overalls marked 
11·Pit,;W~" man;>r of them go· abourt' barre· c:he:ste-di and i:rr sHorts,'t 

· '.'Ir'heil!'' hodie'S are: bron-zed1 and sfurdy,,;:: The sltorts and und·ers·hirts they 
wear· were· thelr fie;hi:il1'1'g' uniforms in the !l,~orth, Aflld~n1 d'e-stert~ Many- o'.f the 
undershirts be-ar- the swas:tilta arrd titr:e: INTazi wimgerll e-mbler!l'';;. 

Othert=!r we-ar blue' short'$• part· o·f the· G~ermans fighting equipment•~ ~mule·ts­ 
are in evidence'• the prmpe'Il'ity of' al] {.m,listed' melnl in the- Na~i army"'.: T1i1e epaulets. 
be-ar-· s:tars and othe!i'· insignia de-,finf:rrg the p:nfsior.rers: rank;.; 

All of the prision.ers: c:ame, here, from1 01:ther- C'.amps:~.;: Those who vve-re· c·Rptured 
i:rr the N:orth African c.ampa:ilgmr lilla.turali.;yi' would be: expec·ted' to have bec·ome 
accl'.imated' t.o their new- 1iVre-s!;.,~ Ellurtt o.iHte:inr now la--ere· were· capture-cl' more re·cently 
in Jitial~ T'lte captives: oe:cupy:, two' crf tfte: tlhlree e:ompoun~ . . .. . .. 

Mo-st: of the pris,ion--ers appea:tr t-o be, young me•nl} mos-t:ty in thei~ twentyfe-st.; 
A camp officer- said that- to: his: kmiowledge·• the y,ounge>st in the· camp was· Zt1t 

G;IV,E;N: FARM W'OIR:K 
Though there: is- a~olwt-e,Iy., rr0. fr-a ter'l;i,Z~_ng between the Naz·~s an? camp µ; 

persorra] P the newly ary1;:v;edi craptive:s are- w1l]1rrg workers Rnd :full o-f industry• 
'llherre· are no laggards- in the Hitler atnny'';;.1 

'Fh.eyr f'uli'n:i:sh tlteir • owrrr C'Ool;ts: and: ldtche:.rir police-+~: They po-lice ~he·ir own 
q':ar::t'erS"J. 'Dhe:y,

1 

wo:t!lt in, engfal'Je-eri:rrg d1e'i1ai]s- and: as; h'Ospital ward1 m~: Some-' are/ 
llrllgilly:1 S lti lld~ . . / 

.(' '' 
, . .:; 
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At the time of the. visit, two details were: working outside the camp, 
one sorting potatoes-II' and the- other Lmp lioyed Tuy a rrear-by tree nur-ser-y, Th0:r 
are· reported to be d'orri~ satisfactory; wc,rk:~1 

15',y June fst:"o.,. aI L the men will! be: impioyed: in agric:uJ:tur~l work throughout 
the NilJrth Ela:ittrer V!la.IJleyf.i' Side' camps are, p-Jlannedt\;;) Far-mer-s now are signing · · - 
eorrtr-ac+s., am tt:hP- G::aptive& wiJ:Ji 1:Ye- :trr demand~~ 

C]as-ses, are under' the-i:rr owr.r. merr, arrd' the Nazis appear- s.trong for ~~~'. 
ti on~ I1her.e are very few i]:Ritera t'e:s~J The 't01:rerf'eJi:t:Je:ir"· or :first sar-gerrt in 
c-harrre of the· Li.br-uar-y s;polte f~lrly good englis-Pri: 

A m·f rrre,ographed' lisit of cJ'.asses· taught 5 Nights a week was shown me by 
camp authorities:.;. rchc ljjst incl'ud1e·d1 a wide' v:ari'- of sub jects·,. ~_s English 11 
A1,;riculture 0. ChPmistr-.:;, C'ommer-Lca.I Re-e..konin~l) Algebra, Lati1fl', Poetry, Pristory,. 
Ele<i!:tric2.l Eng i ne er-d ng ,' Phys Les, Bt1ology.~ G:eographY7~ Dr-aw i.rtg ; and the theocy 
of heat-~ 

T-he: camp libtrualry'i now ·fa.oas·ts; 1,,500' vo l'umas, f'ur'nd shed by t-he Vf?r 
Prisiorrers'..,Ai~ of the internat-i'orra]l Yifc.M~C'i.A<I ~ i:!he Natiiona1 Gatholic· VJ'elfare· 
ae soc Ia t'Lorr and' G'errnar'IJ @r.garriz·atio:rrs1:;! 

MA~l:i- C'.AWI S:PEAK EN.GLISH 
Apparently- nearly. all ttte captives can _eit:l\er s pe ak or under~:;t:mcl 

some E'nglish o 'Jlhere· al!e: few who· do no.t: know· what is· wanted' cf' ther.r~ 
The, G:ermans· are .i.mp I'oyed' i:n a tailor and' shoe repair shop ITTTl.intained' 

by the campv worki'ne f'o,r· 1::ro·th the:i}r own me'l'.11 and· the· camp persorn=il•;;; When visited, 
they1 were· makirrig ki tche·:tm apro:r:rs; :flrorrn o]cr canvas to-ps1~ 

· 1,ike' the Ii:tallim:lli': the men p]ay, a hard1 game: of sQ;i:mer, volle,yball and 
handba.IJL:.are, other favord\te~j~: 'Jhe,y, J!jjke to S'itay out do-ors· am s:oak: up the sun ... 
shine\J 

UnJ!ikff the Italians,. they; d!o:mr0i:t. go. in :f:ol? "shows"',1 pre-ferrirJig" . 
straight music1~1 It did:mt,°'t take tltue:: INlazis long to teR.r down down all the ornate 
trappings the, Italians· u:ererl1 b:111 tilter• o:pe:rra: house: They· still were- hr the prace-ss 
of tearing down the- last v:e:st.ige~! Biurtt there' :iis' at le-arrt one' operatic voic-e-· 
in t'he- camyl". - 

In the former JLtaliaJ:'!'D the-atlm: one- captive· was playinc: the' piano and 
another· tno·ting a frene:r'r hornt: s:tiudli:ng the score· pairrs~akingJ'.y;.li' An e-i:nbrjro' band 
is· alread'Y und'er way·~ 

The: Germans bake' :fine• s-o-ft 1':>:re-adJA~ Like- the Ii:talians·~ they like stm·e;hy 
food1"';. Rut in tne,::'f'orw uf potatoes: rather than, spagati;if~ Favorite di:1hes· are 
frankfurters and' saukrq_u.t and· the tnd'itionaJ'. sausage1C: Th,e c.ooks are under the 
supervision of an American me.-ss -s-er.ge:a~ The-, me·m:rs are printed in German a 
we-e,k in adva:rrc·e:~: 'I'he bakery· turns· out1 a ton of b-re-ad' a dlay•;i 

V:•IS]TORS ARE: IG:NlORED 

Several handsome' - lookimg c·akes were,, stored in a kitchen cupbo;:ird!IJ• 
:It was reveale-d that the pnisiorrers bake a cake· fbrr every' one of thei~, rn.mber 
who has a birthday'..: 

In a ti11ical harracks ~Nazis were busy. meking shelves· over each 
'bed for their br1.rracks bag&~. 11hey paid' no, attention to the· visitors:.,. Pin - Up 
gfrls arrd colored pie:ture:S: apparently, C'lipped from G'erman mag::11.im-'!s filled' the 
wa11s by· the· e:ot-s··~ There' wene many prrotograph1s of ]uved' orres--o'. One prisioner 
had a home - made calendar.· in G'.erma1:1r'J; 

'Jrhe-'!'.!'e· is little ev:id0.nce o·f the' re,ligious drawings and symbols so 
c'h::irieiteri :1r.t'ie of the Jrtali;:in pris-J:bners,. :pirae.ti'<:raliy- all o-:r whom- We'.;.,:!'Q devout 
Ft'uman C'atholics't 

'.lrhe preserrt occupants are' app1:;1u~imate'ly equal]y divided' between 
Catholic- ami Luth,errr f'afth~ A Ca:UtiolfC'.' Chaplain i.s, on the camp staff' a:nd 
JLutherm sel1'v.ice·s c·onduc-t'ed: every Sumi•ay,, by R Pastor f'r,r.:irrr Scotts1trlt1rr'N One-­ 
R,h~e-1 is located withi:rr tlhle- st.ockage:l~ 'Ilhe N:az-.is- have not· dist~ed' the 
a .: s.on Al t&lr' l:milt by, t'he, I1faliansf~ 



S.C:OTTSB LU:FF' J\'l'.EBR o P. 0.1o'vll" CAM'P S'UlVIMERY 
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If' the Nazis ar-e aom::.:erned! over the· progress of' the War0 they do nut 
show it·~ There- are· a number- o·f radios: in th-e cramp (long - wa~ only) but camp 
off1c-ers, sa:iid the men appear- to l;istEn11 prl~:rra:C:_;ly to musical pr-ogr-amsrs They· 
pay. no attention t.c1.:;t-rrei plane:s. ov-enheadllJ . 

There are· movies: every S'unday· and" morrday afternoon,, with non workers· 
a ttendTng tfl:e: mond ay- sttow';;: "'Andy, }:Pardi'·es 1Bllonrl1 trouble" was t.he film bP. irrg 
ahowrr the· day of the visitl!' '.U:fue: G:e1mrarrrs attentl wjjth'.ourt bene.fit of s·pe~-ia.l Sub - 
tiitieS: 

Trie- "·s-po'Jte·sman" or- r-ank.irrg Nazi non - comrmis-s:ioned" offic-er· of each 
compound previews tlte movie-Sit 'Ilhe pr1:rs·ioners, s:pe-e.if:il.c-alJ!y reque·stetl' through their 
Iead'ers: that war- :Fi]mc. be stritdten frurrr th:e- list'~ Tfrough frequently, wearirre; as 
little c'Lo th.i.ng as possib1e,, t-J-te: G,e:crrrans:: take great. pr,ide in their' personal 
appearance-it· '.II-hey are clean snaverr; Ttt:'ere: is- a shortage, of clothe·s - Iine,s 
because they' ane corrs tarrt'Iy washing their· owrn cloth~ 

.. MIS:S TREES: Am;>: FLC)WERS' 
ffiefr' pur-chas of t:oile=t' ar.tic:1e:s; with carrte em <m'il!>Dlm'"aZ'.'e ~ Th.e 

demand' for- "coke-s"' and 31:;;2 b.--e:e.1:r is' marked1-; Tlte:y may pur-chaae a pint Q'f". b.Her 
daily0. but tha~s: tYre lim.i.~i- 'line· eapti'W@R are, givem, 10'· cliD:tts a d1ayi wbe'n- nat 
employ.erl.1 oui1side· th'eo c:am;p·,, a:md': 8'0' crQaitjs add!itio:na]; wh.en worki11g'Z; 'rhe 
gov;ernment is paid' the: prre-:vailirrg, wagf£ b07;; empio~s, The: dd;f'.fieranc·e is used 
to help pay tfre cost o-f maincl1airning pris,£orrers: i!:rr,··tliis c:CJunrtJryr~ They may d~w 
all of their· 80 c:e=m;ts a d:ay;; ini eamttee1m eoupons; 017' de:pos:lit- a portion in' trus-t 
funds~: 

It wasc surprfs:it:1g · ita: I.earn ttllrai:t almosit. the - first- oomment of the··se 
nrli1itary- - minded men on t!hei11' arri:wa] h·e11e, was· i:Jhat: tYre:re: were rro- trees or 
f1uwer~1f;eds a·bourt the,- c-amp~. . 

'Tihe-y,' go,t to work immed.'La teJ:y.-,, s·pading up- Ure ground' and p]anting­ 
:f1ower-· and v:egei;auh~ see-cl:'8' lNfow, they, want' more:- ve-ge-itab-Ie se~? 

The s-tra~ge-st. notleo c:ame aif tilte> be'{sinrri:ng- o·:r tYre- tr:fipv.;. A group of 
prisioners waS' whistling "T.}l:e· W'ood:peeJte17· S:om:gf!,· TJ!ie1711 .iit- was re-called that the' 
popular Amer-icart melody: o-:f a sumnreir ago; was: ar,r; ·ad''api1at1on of an old' Jr:talian 
Folk son~ 

Leav7irrg t'he campl!"~ ~at seemed: to oe- aboUl.rt the· only thing the Nazis 
ancill their- prerd;e-.c:e:s ::'i ors: had: .irir C'.Omrrro~ 

ENID 

• < 
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INTRODUC'JlION 

SC(YTTSBLUFF7 & BRIDGEPORT NEBRASKA P.o.w O CAl'lPS - A liRIEFI HISTORY 

During a trip and tour of Europe in ll9:'75 our tour arr,t.nr:;er for Germany 
was Herr Hugo li7riedel of Hochat, Gcn:-many;;, Durri.ng a convet sat.Lon w:itl1 him I nent i.oned 
living atJ 13:ridce:portJ Nobnaeka , "I know where tlhat is" was his reply, "I was a 
pr!i}soner of wa:i:• during WWII U1f?re - at: Scottsblu£:fr, - & atJ Crawford Nebnacka" 0 • 

Aft,'.er· returning home and. keep i ng a eor-reapondance with him) he mad e plans 
t10 visit tdre sites of Scottsbluff· & B:ridgeport and the f'o.rme r canps , dur:i.ng a 
business tTiip & a s id e trip here Irr 1976'0 As the skeduling of +i.me was to short and 
a i.rp'lane connections at tihe Las t minute cou.ldrrf t be met, he abandon his trip here. 
'I'hem 'i m 1978) ha aga irr made plans and a target: date of April 7 was set, this time 
achievinf, his goal. 

About a month before his visit (1978), plans were made here to rer-;er:ircli. 
and obta irr aa much t.nf'orrna tti cn on the P,OoW o camps as possible and thus produce some 
kind of report OJ~ history" With this in, mind we set about e-atherin7 Lnf'or-mati on, 
& while the P oOoW. camp at Scot+sbl.uf'f" ( t.he main one :for this a1·<"a) stn.rtell in· 
May: of 1943, we gathered our main· j nf'ormat.Lon- from May 191.1-4 on, s i nee the Germcm 
pr-isoners were fj_rst brought in t.han, and intermi ttantlJ'. until it's close in the 
spring of 1946., Ita,lian, pr.isoners Here the first to be kept at the Scott.sbJ.uff 
internment carnpp then.when thn German, prisoners were br0ught in the name was 
changed to P.o.w o camp. 'T'hA Brldgeport camp came in, June and Lasted until about 
Aueust or Septo 1945, apparently although no termination date was found. 

A few photos of thG" camp were found (about 18 in all at thir., writing of the 
ScotltsblUiff' camp) D several given to Ul:3 by .. Mr. Richa:r.d Dempster of 'I'opeka Kansas 
wlto,•:s father, Colo Clyde B'o- Denpst.er, (of Dempster Windm:Hl - Beat.r Lce N1"br0) was 
camp (!l.O. aft the time a other photos were loaned to us for copy i.ng by Mrs. Jim Loy; 
of Mina-c'are who worked at: Ule camp at, the time & met her e;ua,rd husband there. These 
lat'.b,e:t>· photos proved to be quite valuable in that about 6: phot.os wore taken from 
atrop Utre camp wat\~r· tower and covered' about a 270 degree view of t.he camp & showed 
the ca.mp as it was. Although she did not know who took the photos or with- what:. 
khrd of camera, the date on1 the back of the photos were stamped. Sept.'0 lp 1944. 
A8 of this date - April 21, 197ff - rro photos of the Brirll)e:r,1ort camp wer.o found • 

.. .,.Y··• ··-- - --- ... 
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· As; there were,: latwr.-· shol'ta.ge:s: during WW/II d.1.teo to· a llar~ percentages 1 of' Amemc:ans in th"S' amnerl.1 ff.orce:s., this, Iab:or' shortage: at· home- was :f'Ullfillt>,.t 
1'Y[ rtalianr and ~?"Dl8.mf P • .o • .w,. s., ffi:eo· s·e:o.ttsb'.luff'' cramp- being the~ maim, 
·b~h'\ fflJtr th£s, areB, w.ftlt numb-er.ous· stae-, e.amps:J It: appe>al'rS: that at1. one: 

. :tiin&: dµJ;t.ing this: era almost: evecy., t.0.Wn1 had' some? small e-c,J!Iitimgmt d P.o-.,r •. ~, 
','i':'"ov a 19:bmr.- flo~ fnr·ffi'att area - numlrering- f.rom only· a few- t-o. a great: munb·e~: 
Tli:er farmers· e:v✓iide.nrtly,; ~w· it(J,- a de1)&nd'amce:- cm th.fur lab:oir· fro~- aso· eoneerrr 
in ffi-e: e-ar-lyr patr.tJ· o:tr· 194ti, me.wS: paperrsr que-stiions "the· r.emoval1 Qi' th·e-- eampll · 
lh. ttte: Jrart'~ &. Febr, •. fssue:s-{Scro:tttslr.luf".f' S1taxr Rearlcl1)\il Wd. head Lines , as· "'Fa.nm; Lab'.Qu Imr:1; ~ would lfee.p·· Ger.mans: - 11:ere:"' (\'l•edne:stfayt.Janua.ry· 9. . 
194:5;- .. ·.page: '.l - StaF llle-:ar:ld1))l., Jrare~. ]5,.1946.,page; ~.Ccrlr~i ~ .. Seottsblutt 
Stair ~ld· atatm· "Naz,,i.- W:ar-: Pni,~ne.1m aoom to s:1iart h:omeJ'.;.. Jarro ]9',-I.9461 
page; l, . C.oll''i:. ll, .. , "P~W'W S iini p:uo-cess of E'v7aeua1tim h«me!''(S:tar Hearl:d')lJ 
ften: Pe»,d 2.,19fl6., Pagec l', Coll~ ] (S'.t:ar lile.arlJdi)) atatesu,· "'A.rrny· o·ffiaers 
d1im· - p,.O)'oWi&. La1to:rr. lwpe .. - S'~M- ('Jfamp · t:a clcma imr 6,<r d'a~"~ showlng a slow 
cfoWJ1r fnr th~ go'ing ~meit Sc:o1tttscJJu'B: S:ta?r. 1ifm:ur']d1 :f"or- Fabr~i 3·.1946 - Page lit-­ 
c:o:]il., 4';• sta te:s:a, "War· Pri.iaoner.sr a~& expeei;e:d here> for spring bee.-t: ]ab~ 
Ap~r&.l!l11tl1yY a &'low phase, owt· was,· made, ati the camp- during the:· fst'~· h-a:I:t' crrf' 
]946'. affter whfcfl,_ ttte · l!J:uiI:dlings·, we~~ ao ltl' off~~. Severa] fanner& bought; the 
lru$]dlngs&:• use:d' therm for- owti build1mgs-·• barns e:'ti~f Several. werec talten· up· 
t:o tt\'Er pre-sent day/ S'irottsbiwt!:f:' Aii1por1t, .. two· were moved t:o Mi'natare, N'ff.braska. 
&: w~ j~o.inedl · t-oge~ mak1.ng- tfr&- pire-s·en~ day,, Amerl;ani Le:giOl'.IJ :t'ralll'~ Man,yt 
l.o:ealL ~CfeElamr- We:ch:lliiuP.!' wer&. heJJ<t, f!!ll tM.s: b1.nld1img and fn. ll9?J: o•·Lustign 

. W'o1r.l!ander- fo-]k: cfanee: group· pent'orme .:.at a<J cffiamc:e: ttt-ere, one: saturd'ay,.- nig~ > 
Omil:y., a f'ew, fbunda.1:ii'ors amf the? se:an1t· ou:ttlinea of :rroada: ror&; all that; 

· remabr· of'' the Saa.,1ttlsblu1!:tr camp tod'a~. Bott-· a few, y,ear$ a:f't:e:u.· the remov;al 
o,t:· ttte0 b1,1ild'irrg~ it: was; used~ aS: the- garb:ag& dump- for' tl\-e: e:ity.: at:· So:oflsbl~,-:Jt 
Affte:rr this was ab:a.ndcnm - ]a'tier' crat:tk were: turned~ fn fem- grazing by; a · · 
locra:i.~ 

i 
, , I ~ Pf.o~.w·o ea.mp- at! Bx.:tdge-port. a:f'ter the war (appa.renrt:ly.)'1 t.wo off 
the:. builldings,. whiialtl are=· om t!lte :fTa.i)r gr'Oundls: (M:~ll.ll Co~ Fair 
ground·.-)r we-~use-1:r fozr. st'oc:k: lruliiaingsli· Ther brld~o:t:rt lB(lla.de 'ff<nr June 7',,. 
ll94',~ ~ntiions~ c:o:mcra.te; :tll:o:ors}'' lJeing ]ajjd_ in itw<l' &t?ruc-1iure-s,, this,· , 
pnohb''lly:, \Taing the:- t:w.cr stto.w, ba.lms, along, W:e=. hyway; that a.re, b-eing used today,,l' 

. · Andttten:·. lJui'lldJing · th'att pr.obabJ."'~V was, bui11t·, ar· at: leas ti used.1 at ttte time·, srtilJll, 
n~i~:. and l!.oolts~ I:jim,· bui']dings:, firomi that er.a---., so: probab:ly. was~ ffie 
majt>rii.w,, O;f ttie P1'~.IIWJf. s· app~e-ntlly ]ii.'v:ed fr.n a tent- c-.:i!t'yi whiL]e, guardsi ]iivedl 
mi ad'j,~eemt; ll>lui]dings{t .. lm ab-out: ]9Yrli - ll97r2 one,, o.f tlie buil"tl1hgs was· 
d;~Y:e-d:, bjt wind but~ anot}l:er bui]ding was'. ~]aa:ed ovetr it-1 Ne½ther· crf 

, ttt-e;, ,'tt,Va:r ~ilJdingS1 wi;th the:, o:onarate, :flJJ.001r pr,obalHlv., l.oo·ked as; when fi-nst 
used Obi' or:· tt1·e=; loca]· re:si'd'ents crf BTidge:-port said he could remember 
s9e'irrg .. ,ttte: P.o .WI., S p]aying, voll.ey ball!.. for racre:a t'fott: 

',. 
Sev.e-ral! o'f ttte,,,P.OoWi. S., l!t'ki:ng· the ex>unrtry,1 and 

th-e~; ml'tfiume-d. to-· the--' Area and b·e,caJDB? UJoS•. Ci1~zcensf 



INTRODUC'.DION 

SCOTTSBLUFF & BRIDGEPORT NEBRASKA PoO.W o C1:AMPS - A BRIEF HISTORY 

During a trip and tour of Europe in ll.'775 our tour arranger for Germany 
vas Herr HUGO Friedel of Hochs b Germany; Durj_ng a conver satd on with him I mentioned 
liv:l ne: at' Brid~po:rt Ncbnaska , "I know where tl'mt:_. is" was his reply, "I was a 
prisonar of war during WWII there - at: Scottsb1uifl:fi'', - & at Crawford Nebr-aeka'"; 

AftJe:rr returning home and keeping a cr.ornespondance with1him, he made plans 
to visit the sites of Scottsbluff & Bridgeport and the former camps , during a 
business trip & a side trip here in- 1976·~ As the skeduling of time was to short and 
a i.rp lane connections at the last minute cou Idrrft.' be met, he abandon his trip here. 
Then in 197-9 he again made plans and a tare;et date of April Twas set, this the 
aclri ev ing his goF1.l 0 

About a, month before his visit (197.8), plans were made here to research 
0rnd obtain as much information on:the P,O.W. camps as possible and thus produce some 
kind.of report or history. With•this in, mind w? set' about g~ther:i.ne; i~forrnat~on0 
& wlnle the P .O.~T. cam, at Scottsbluff ( the maarr one for this area) scar-t.ed :m 
M;i.y of 1943, we e;athered our main' information, from May 1941+ om, since the German 
r:risoners were first brought in then, and intermiti:lantly/ until it's close in the 
spri.nt; of 1946,, Italian prisoners were the fi:rist to be kept at the Scottsb1uff 
intP.r.nmont camp , then when the German, prisoners were brought, in the name was 
changed to P.o.w. camp. The Bridgeport GRmp came in1 June and lasted until about 
Au3ust or Sept. 19450 apparently although no termination date was f'ound , 

A few phot os of the camp were· found (about lff. im all at this wr:i.ting of the 
Scottsbllliff camp) 11 several 8iven to us by, Mro Richard Dempster: of Topeka Kansas 
Hho'·s fa.ther, Coln CJ.yde :81,, Dempst.en; (of Dempster Windm:Hl - Beatrice Nebro) was 
ce.np C.O. at the t.Lme , Other photos were loaned' to us for copying by Mrs. Jim l.,oy· 
of Minatare who worked at the camp at, the time & met her guard husband thereo These 
latter photos proved to be quite valuable in thatiabout Q)prrotos were taken. from 
,citop the camp water tower and covered about a 270 degr,ee view of the camp & showed 
tho camp ;:is it was. Although she did not Rnow who took the photos o:r. with' what 
kj nd of camera, the date on the back of the photos were stamped Sept" 1, 1944. 
A~, of this date - Ap:r.iJ. 21, 1978' - no phot.os of the Bridgeport camp were found • 

. I 
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- Rf~MENISANCE UF MHS. t. b. FAIRFIELD' FORMb~RLY OF MINATARE NEBR. ' A?l:Lff :-;ccTTSB.LUF'fi' 
P.o.w. CAMP---------- FEBRUARY 26,1978' 

(1 )' 
In the spring of the year----- final plans had been made to house 8uro;,e;:,n 

Pr i s i.one r'r of war 01 a plot of ground which formerly had been· an airport near 
Scot.t sb.Luf'" Nebraska for training young men who were interested in J earning to f'Ly 
aircraft and later to try flying various types of war aircraft. 

Joe, Inez (son & daughter) and I drove near where a train load of Italian prisc:ners 
f:r-om nor-therm Africa were urnload.ed one t.Lme , They _were then, marched to their camp 
and were such Et ritiful sight. 'l1he trairu had passed our home first, but it was far 
from the camp lo~atio:m.. 'llhese men1 had beem under siege a long time, it was a hot 
e I i.mat.e ~ many wo:i:-e old ragged and dingy. shorts, looked thin and hungry. 'I'hey wer~ 
hired ou+, to farmers who need~ help as the fine young men from the United States, 
married and single WP,re fighting in· Europe. A:5 I remember my husband never hired 
more thc1.n three of these Italians at- a time, a guc,rd was sent along who E,ave his 
work little att-ention evern whem cmrry,d.ng a gum, but it may not have been: Load ed , 
We invited the e;uard into our home to eat: with, us ; but the P.O.W .s had their lunch 
brought from camp and I never·knew what food they brought. We hired much lare;er 
grcups of thP German PoO.W. Sas more workers were needed for harvest then which 
coul.d have been· late summer and fa.Ll., Toward:s the Las+ need for P .o.w. ,,workersr a 
guard was not sent as the men were· faning so much, bett·er: over here, pe rha.ps even. 
hetter than. fo, their home courrt.ry peace time .. The :f.'ew pictures ab1e to be taken 
of the insid'e of barracks and dinning rooms showed great neatness and one picture 
showed rows of large pies. They migh1t onl.y, have been- served to officers but mention 
has been made of the large quantities of flour and other staple cooking needs that 
were used every day. 

There were big_ boxes of deiicious moist' Germani bread and bie; hunks of fresh 
cheese sent irn their lunches {t'o the farm1). Once I exchanged an equal anourrt of my 
bread' for a portion" of theirs and always sent out at least two or more for each man, 
some'hard boiled:eggs. 

The last day the Germans worked' om our f'anm, my: 'husband took his tractor to help 
another neighbor some distance from our home , so it left me alone, knowing that twenty 
or {!)ore of these men would be m oue ~rd: at rroorr, There speech- was low and gutteral 
which made them sound more har'slu and frightening, butt all went well even when I had 
to let two or three come into the kitJGhen to get, drinking watelt-. I enj,oyed making 
jelly and jam, yet; had learned that·: others than, me in, the family didn,''t care for it 
as I did, arid had a lot of the jp,rs om the-- t.ahl,e , thinking t.o throw it out. Some 
were several y,ears old and rather augarw .. One P.OoW. noticed t.hem, called it 
marmalade, made motions in: asking for iitQ I was glad to get rid of it and every ji'l,r 
was returned, comp.Le te Iy- cleaned out evern if I badm't apoons enough. Then they. 
gathered in; formation with one acting as leader and marched back to work 2.s they had 
eome , - it must have been. pulling weeds from· the beet field. Joe and Inez surely 
were i.n school that day-, as WAre· the Mey-ers boys and Mr., Meyers was carryin-e; mail 
(neighbors)" 

One of the German' Pol)oWo S eseaped , and as so little attention was made to 
this event', except a little publication, att firsito A story, was told finally., that it 
was known where he was all the time as he was easily picked up irr Canada when time 
to send all back to Germany. The tale I heard was that it was p.Ianned even by our 
country officers, to see if our intellegence officers could use their knowledc:;e if 
really neededQ 

There were some splendid ant talents among the Italian: P. o.w. S0 The bui Id i ng 
for officers in, charge of the prisioners was purchased by the Ni nat.ar-e American 
Legion, members and moved t:o a LocatLom irn MirlatJare where it stands yet and is used by 
many. organizations besides the Americani Legion:. The walls had large wonderful 



,, REMENISANCE OF MHS. E.B. FAIRFIEW, FORMERLY OF MINATARE NEBR., ABUITT SCOITSBLUFF 
r.o,s , CAMP ---------- FEBRUAR~ 26,1978. 

(2) 

pa i.nt.Lrrgs made by; an I'ta Li.am P .. O .. W~ ar-t Lsti, rt, was American scenes, mostly of 
olde:n times as covered wagoni days. One was of Civil War canoJ?s and men fighting. 

It is not clear to me how we transported all the German, P.O"W. S that last 
day, as we did not ovm a t ruek, Mr. Mey,ers, across the road had one and he hired 
many P.o.w. Sa time or so. One morning he sent his oldest son. Bob aster them and 
there was a collison at a cross road with, a man, driving his car and hurrying to 
work in Scottsbluff • .l:1e was l'lr. Iattin1who never fully recovered from his injury. 
One P.,O.W. at least, had a broken Leg, several were irrjured .. 

':-:· 

Bonnie Breeden, a Mimatare young lady,, was secetery to one of the P .OoW" 
u.s. officers: She met and married James Loy., one of the guard s , He came fz'om 
Kansas. They made their home Lm Minatare·, until finally bui_ld,ing a very modern 
home, south: of the East Iawm Cememtery.,. n?rth & west of I'Jinatare Nebraska. 

OrI0" time:· when my' huahand had hi'r.ed; a smalI. group of P. 0 o W o s.;:la 
f'oriner- gazderr spot' had: grown. up wf.tlti holly hocits.:"' we: ltadn°1t found the> 
gardem· spat; worthi the- work as WC?. aoulkin~t' get' wa tar on ±.t' as no-ecfed1: 
'IDte> P .o,~Wio men werEP.'. waiiting, a short: ti~ untiJL we aouidl take them 
back to camp , They, asltmil f.on-: so~ of the· f]cmer.ing stalktr. but cu,t- 
tha, atallta; to fiit: under.- Ul~ JJong c.-oata:: as: they were> punished i.f' 
tttouglrlt ta ha~ st-olenl any,thing.- Tltiis happem:nf tna same , on-l.y about- 
a k:llt'tten:;; A, guard: had· c:oma- thiia, t'ime:, aml I asked iLf peira v1ould bG? 
allbmrd insider the: barrroh·11{;:. ~ said they wera-~ :U: r.oo:t found right­ 
airter a work assignment' so- the-, thougM of S"taa:11ing would not be-, 
sus.pfeiorJ:adP: 'IDtoni rati:onmfor:- ttteo 'pe:tt,. woul"d have- to c:ome from the 
P.0ofli. S omr meal1 and lte mus1t keep alL a'lean·· where .iit lti.ved: o-r 
C:OUl"S&o Jr cfon"'t' rememller iif thesa PoO.Vt. s Vl~ ~lrolal'll or Itall~ 
I gave-· tttmm a kftteni err et>WM8',,. as:tw~. al~aYiSJ, had more than. we:- wantedv 

:, 



HECOLLECTIONS OF' MH. BILL THOMAS OF 'EHE SCCJrTSBLUFF NEBRASKA P.O.~. CAT-'L 
FEBHliAflY 26,1978· (ASSISTANT POLICE CHIEF - MITCHE:LL NF;BR1\SKA) 

(NOW); 
I think I wa.s shi0ped. there in 1943 and stayed till the enri of 1945, the last 

par, about December, t.han we moved out in' January 1946, then we went to Canp Carson 
Co l orad o , They vrere all moved by then, everybody was gone , We went to Camp Car-son , but 
I think it •s Fort Ca rs on now, I think it•s just· south of Colorado Spr i.ngs Colorado. 
I was supply sargent ,;1,t the Scottsbluff P,OaW. camp - irr: cold st.orage & par iahabl es , 

There were about J,000 prisoners at the· peak of the harvest season, in between 
times they were shipped wherever they were needed, - wherever there was harvest. 

The pictures tiv1t Mr. Dempster sent (to Joe Fairfield) were taken in about 
1944 or 1945" I couldn•t t.ell you how many buildings were used out there at the time, 
but there w~re 9 compounds, inside the fence. Each compound had it's own meas hall, 
mess sargent, for so many. confineies each;. I was overall supply sargent for the ca.mpp 
for the cold storage & par Lshab'Le items. 

·• 

END 

NOTE I Mlr. Mll ffiomas was crold: storage;. :f'ond su;pply, Sgt;. at 
the: P.OoW• Gmii:t'~ iiiiu eharge of alll -~~irt~age :fo-cm~ 



r::=::·:;s (OF :~::E::•:':~:··,:::··~:- .. L·~ ·s:~·~:~~:~~- NEBRJ.SKA. 
(FORMER 11AIL CARRIER AT THE SGIJt"rSBLUFF, NEBRASKA r.o,v, CAi'iP) 

(1) 
Personal pictures c0uld be taken at the camp, I have pictures of the prisoners 

laying brick for a side walk. I had one P.O.Wo irr, my office (mail) to help clean the 
office - I had two to help me translate the mail addresses, that is to what camp it 
would go -4:0, we had 2? branch, camps operating_ ... Bridgeport, Bayard, Broadwater, 
Torrington, Michell, Morrill, Douglas, Dubois, _Sidney, to name a few .. It would all 
be addressed to the P.o.w. camp at Scottsbluff Nebraska .. 

The Bridp;eport P.o .. w .. camp existed in 1944 & 194.5. 

At the time the ca.mp opened up we had Italian- prisoners, this was ir: 1943 in June, 
then they left in 1944, because they more or less lost the war, then they swore 
allegence to the United S,tat.es. Then, we got ge'rman: prisioners Irr, They. came to the 
Scottsbluff camp about the 18tni of May:1944. I huve some news paper clippings about the 
'camp, but now it's all put, away✓0 T.he camp folded up Ln: 1946• it existed until June of 
that year, I l(!:ft in, February,when I was discharged from here, I CB.m8 down from Camp 
Hill Colorado .. Since I had had previous experiance at working in the post office, I 
wA.s chief postal clerk at the camp (P .. O.W. camp - Scottsbluff). 

There were close to 47tOO prisoners at' the camp0 From time to time in the winter 
months when they had nothing to do here they sent them down-- south to work in, the crops, 
you see. This vas better than, 75% of them sent south>, then, they; would bring them back 
here. 

At the time we c;ot the ~mans in1 hare , they:, were quite proud:: Im the early part 
of the war they would come in singing, "Today.we are Germans, Tomorrow the World is 
ours". Then they weren ''t allowed to sing so they would whistle & hum as we unloaded 
and brought them up from the trains. It didni"t take them to long for them to change 
their tune. When it came time for them to go back, they wanted to stay .. After they 
were here awhile, we didn"t even have to guard them.The farmer would bring in a truck 
and get a truck load of prisoners and behind it they would have a car f~llowing with 
two guards. A:ft-er a while the farmers just came in- and no guards were needed, -- you 
co11Jdn"t h:avP driven them curt of here wh:en. they knew they were going rock home, 
especially when· they knew they were going to land occupied by Russia and other . 
count.rys , They didn't even' want to back, - they wanted to stay, here, - we had to e;uard 
them so we could c;et them back., 

Even though the war was over in. April - May 1945 the prisoners were not sent home 
i::imed.iateJ.y, because i3.rranc;ements had to be made to get them out of here. When so many of 
the P.o.w. S were sent home, the same ships were used to bring back so many A~~ricans. It 
worked on. an exchange basis. 

As f:1:::.- as the amount, of bui Id i.ngs that were at the camp, it covered q_uite an area. 
I would say it coverer about 120 acres or more, self contained, that is fvr sewage, - 
we had our own water tower, & our own post office. Originaly it was the "Internment Camp" 
at Scottsbluff Neb:vaska. Irr 1944 they ehanged the name to PoO.W. camp, when the 
germans came in. 

Al1 far as activities of the P .. o.w .. sat' the camp they played a lot of ijcccer, more 
so the germane liked to play: soccer. The Italians liked to work more or less with their 
hands, & musicaly_inclined. 'Ilhe ger.ma.ns were more active phys Lca.Iy., We had prisoners 
from all walks of life, bookkeepers, Doctors, Dentists, and journeymen mixed amongst 
them. The ger111r1.n military personal were so much different; than the American military 
personal. Here if s ome one is a Journeymarn, Dr" or Lawyer you are aut oma ticly commissioned, 
whereas in Germany thPy wust· earn that commission-u If hets a Dro or journeyman there 
he''ll start at the bottom like anyone else, and he has to work up. We had german 
Dentists ou,t there that were real good Dentists - they were jµst Corp.:.>rals & SFtre;ents, 
but they were better than, some of our Captains .. 

From time to timP. there were some that escaped, three of them were found down 
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here at the river bridge out on' 20th street. Then there were two nror e t hit ~scariP,(i, 
- they got to Canada ;» they worked in Canada, then went to Philidelpia, then they 
were picked up aboard ship irr a barrel. We neyer heard anymore of them, it was 
strictly confidential what happened to t.henn, 

There wi:fre Ame r i can intellegence personal in, the camp with the P.O.W. S but 
we didn't know Lt , There was one fellow who was real nice, who was with me, WrlS in 
personal and he w:,s a Corporal. Lat'er on I found out he WA.s a Lt. Co.LonrI f'o:r 1,h, 
American Lnt.e l.Legeric e , Whenever the American intellegence or F.B.I. wou.Id come in 
we would mix the pri2,lners up from one barracks to another and weed out so many. 
No one knew who clisappeared ete. 

None of the prisoners gave us any1 trouble out there, they ate the same foal 
we did and were the same (as us). One time they went on strike, they had to cnme and 
get their tvo slices of bread, and go get their water. They just t hought they WAre 
being smart, but they- soon· learned differently. Evem if they didn't work they still 
got fed - they still got 10¢ per day, even' if they.didn't work, but if they worked 
they e-ot 80¢ per day, this was under the articles of ware 

Several times I would come into the Scottsbluff rost office, (we'd r,et our 
mail through the Scottsbluff' post· office)" I would get' a truck load of parcels 
that had been received fronr Germany- - nothing but d'ry. old black bread. The German 
people sent it to them, but. theyi never ate it, they just through it away. We had to 
give it to thern_.,they had to siglill for it,-it was frollD the home land of Ge rmany , o.nd 
it was to let them know that Germany1 was thinking of them. 

The latter part of the war when we got the last few prisoners in, they were 
anywhere from 14 - 15, some were-80 y.,ears of ae;e, and they didn~t even have military 
clothes on, all they had was a white gauze around their arm, to show that they were 
gorillas - they were soldiers - they were military;,. Their underwear was made of paper , 

There was never any case of sabott.ge , but one time they did try to dig a . · 
tunnel under the pe,:pi~~ f'ence , 

Dryed fruits were alway>8 asked for. One time they had a big party going, they 
took this dried fruit, fermented it and distilled it, and made their own lic;_uer~ 

We had one Italian prisoner· there, he was a brillant ITL:=tn, and he was from 
Cali:fornia., He would ridicule the other Italians, calling them "Wo1)s" and everything 
else. I said to him "why your a good American - you speak fluently, what are you doing 
amongst them ? "' "Well it us a long story" be replyed., later on· his brother came to see 
him, - his brother and his father lived in California, and they were very well to do. 
What happened was he went to Italy to get married. Her brother was just beine ordained 
as a priest, so he married them. Then the war broke out so naturaly they drafted him. 
Wa:!'.' was declared on Italy (by the U.S.) and he was in, an: Italian uniform, so he was 
declared as having bore arms -aga inet. h!ts oxn- count.ry, After the war then he would have 
to get a new American· Citizensh~p - so what choice did he have? I was in a military ski 
troup, we had many Sweeds and Norweigens that came over from Europe and were in OU!' armyp 
it only took a year after their declaration of allegence to get their citizenship, but 
of G:ourse as soon as they put on. a uniform of the U.S. they immediately became enemies 
of GP.rmany;0 

There werr>. no S.S. men; among the ger'man. P.OuW. S, these were all •·ee;ular 
army men. The La s't bunch we got in were from the Af'r i can Corp , , t.aken in r.,,bia~ and the 
germa.!l' "Desert Fox11

· e ommand , 
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The At Iarrta P.O.,'d. camp was not the ma i.n P .. O.W0 canp in this :::~·ea. 'i'h is 
( Scotts bl 1tff) camp was Service Comrnand , Unit 47520 The pr Lscner s ve re tirot:f",t ,--'..j r ec t Jy 
here f'r-orn >:'ight off Lhr- r:hip, via trR.in. We had noth:inc; to do with At.Lant.a, :---,0-,,et:in,0s 
we'd ~Pt pr i.soner-s :.'..'roi;, there and we sent »r i soner-s there .. I took nr i sone r-. t0 AtJ mt.,. 
Nebra.ska , It was a bie; center camp for that area .. This was the H.Q: camr- for t.h i c; ~,.re?., 
~arts or Co.l or-ad o , Wyoriine;F South Dakota etc. Our commanding of'f i ce r w,,;, CJ.~rde :9. 
Demr,ster~ from Beatrice Nebraska, he had the Dempster Mills. 

The s i.gnature o:fr the camp was Service Command Unit 4752, but we alw;-,y~, 
ridiculed it ;is "Sick Cri;1pled & Useless" because most of these (Am€'ric2.n) men were 
either of limited ser-v i.ce or limited aas i.gnment , I myself was Ln jured in service w 
t.her ef'o.re instead of getting discharged I was still usefull, so I vas put, in as r-1 

mailman out here, as I had the experience iTu ~ivilian life • .. 
The ma i I was already, screened in, Texas before it ~ot here, r1t the .'.c.jutant 

Generals department f i.r-s t , where it was censored., The local mail cane in her e , some of 
the P.O.W V s had relatives here,. we had our owrr censors here. The censored :;,c1.rt of t.r;e 
letters were cut out completely.,, and completGlyr eliminated, with razor, sissors etc. 
'I'hoy !mew good & we2.l their restrictions on: letter writting, not to put to much in it 
etc. They were only allowed one letter and two postcards a month. If they wrote to 
often- they were restricted, pena Hzed ; or the letter even sent back. 'I'he re was ::w 
sence in therr t.ak i ng a chance. They/ had a quota restriction~ The exchange of mail was 
through the American Hed Cross, or through a netural count.ry., 

END 
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LABC1t RE~UESTS EXCEED TCTAL IN PRISONER BA:~T.~S 

9,.500· V·lar Prisoners are.> Ava i.a LabLe Lrr Region,. Ar,ny ;-;:er,ort's .. 

OM.AHA.- (AP) - Apr-ox.irna t.e Iy 9,50'0 of the 12,,000 prisoners of war :1.c·,,.' 
a Ll.ocate d to ·the Seventh. Servic:e command are available for us e und er- Lab or­ 
con tr-ac t s, Brigo GenoPaul El Clemens disciosed1• out' requests· for Puf,oW. 
labor are running be twaen six· and seven times ·the- number r1vn.Iic1.ble., 

G'eru, Clemens o d Lrcc tcr- of' the· Seventh Service command security .md 
int'elllgence division urrde r which the P .o .w,. br anclr operates, said th8t in 
arr effort' to f~upply this d emand , J.;argel'y for agriculture, mai .r+enrmce wor-k 
at nti Lit ar-v installations ha s been reduced' to bare- es se rrt Ls Ls 3n,J. some 4n 
br-anch camps~have been es--t'abTistted· in· the nine state-s: of the s~rvice c ornrnano 
area. Mc:.J. w-.. L .. 1Nolcatt- ltead·s: the· P.O,.W. br-arrch, 

The sPrvice command a I'so has adopted) this po-licy., No fixed Labor pools 
wiJl t,e ma irrtai rred for· any Loca.Li ty., but· it' will survey for fi~;::;sibility any 
pr o jec.t properly c:·ertifie-ct·, reg~rd1les-s: of the particular: locality o:"' the 
projecto 

Two o on.l i tions mus+ be met be:fore- the· army will survey ;1 r-oque st for 
P.O.,Wo f'arm Lab orr fir-st, the contract'or must obtain 8. certificate of 
need: from his state extension d i'reo tor- se-t'ting forth the ~revc1.iling wages 
in the area for wh i.ch the- Labor- is s-our,ht'~ and es tab l Lsh l ng the fact that 
frn,:,- 12.ho:r h, no lon,r:er· avaiTable •. The app Ll.can b trhen must e;et a r•riority 
rating from his s t'a t·e or regional wrec d1irector.;:: 

v~GRK IN. lilEE:'11 FIELDS 
ThP. service co.omartd wiTl tlten determine the requirements :for su Ltab I'e 

ho us i ng ; t.r-ans por-ta t Ion , sanitati'on, secur-Lty , e tc, at thP site of t'he 
projectr ancl w},ether ?oo.w·o lahormay be properly employP,cl.,. Vihen th~)se· 
conditions :=i.re rr1e t labor wiTI be p:rmvided - if' it is c1v:1il;:\bl0 2c_t the tirre .. 

The contractor must provide 8.rrd mci.inti:'lirr faciTitiPs·;put there <tre 
allowances froi11 the war crepartr:-,ent t'oward the C'os-e; 

Pri::::oners, virtu::c1lly alI CTermarr,. a.re- being used in sugar: l)ee-t fie Ids 
near ScottsbluI··y, Ne-t:r-asH:a.-;., Gr2e-le;;,' :1.n,l. Cau1p C:1.rsorr, Colo;; for lumbering 
in northPrn J\ffnne sot'r.:i,. northern Colorado and soutlifffIT Wyom-Lnc. :for gPn,"rrJ.l 
r~1rming in N1eb:r,-1~kc1 R.r.J Kansas ... Some ff50 will be· sent to northwestern 
r.rissouri for the 1iotato Jiarves·t• and' ethers wilI Iike-ly a·etassel corn ir! 
Iowa. They will also :)e used in food processing plants 2nd h<?mp fields .. 

Genu Clemens said th2.t whi Te there is st'i'll r€s ent1nent 2.g?L'1st P .c~ .We 
lc11)or in a ;'ew loc2.1i ti.'esr the demand for it as- this time is tr2.~e2ble to 
p~tst suce~;s ~ The prisoners for· th:e most' part- pre-:ferr lc=1bor ass-icnments, qnd 
thf~re is no :record· 01 R. ttempt'P.d sabot;::igP, or violence from ;rny of' thP l'.:',bor 
C?mps. Reports on the effectiveness o-r their 18.bor have been t,r2.tifyi::1g, th~ 
c;eneral S8_iri ~- 

END 
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PRISONERS NDW A'f CAMP HERE 

About· 200 GeTman- P.o.w. s Loca1telf at: Br.mmtt. Camp Doing- Farm Work 

Approximately 18'0 German pr.iisoner-s, _of: warr :f.m>m1 Port; Ro'bin-son anri'Vl&l 
at the0 bnancit tabor- cramp her& Sunday,· af"t:emroorr and~ began farm worlt· in this 
vi<rl.nfty orr r.romray,.. Finrt Liieu tenant Donald.- A. Edwal1der fronr ttt:e· SC'Otta- 
b·l uf:F P .o .w. cramp is crommanding offic-.en· a:F thee bnanorr, which ts loc:atecf at 
fflieo :traingr:oumis:, south, of Briagepor1t. About,. twenty enlisted· men from 
the- Scrottsltluff cramp haveo, a?!'ri~ t'o acrtt aa, guard·s: and assfst wi·thi office 
wonkt · 

Countty--, Agent· E:.c. Nre:lsun1 sim:tedl tha~ cd the: l.i8~ prfsorrerso,. approrl­ 
mat8"ly· 17;o are:, aw.inUla?f1r'cr ffarim wcmk-~o Som8" of trhe-, pr±s:one~ are: alrecdy,, 
at. worik: and' as: soon asr we11.1fiten a:ondi tiomr permi't, they w.i"ll. alI ba in tho, 
fi&lda-. A'1t pre-sent.,. tfur· pria.oner.s aue: d·oing harni liab:oir err sugar- be-etfr. Mr-. 
Ne1s:om: said that:. this work: woulcr be, over. between, ttte · "tenth1 and the- fifteer.t­ 
'tifi off July and it would cfapand·. om labon· requests: whe1iherr or- n-ot' the· cramp 
would remain: during 1:fri&; summer.- monitha. MJ:r., Be-ls.t>ro also·. saiitr that virtuallly· 
all growers'.,. wh·o do not' have: theiilr OWl11 llab:or- supply have- :rigned· ]abor- 
eon'trae1is": · 

_'R'wo of ttte~ permanerrtt buildii1gff a11' ttte0 fai:ttg1r0under a?Pe being- used at 
the: lallror- era.mp •. Tlie - s:to«k· brum Ha& 1'1e-ern cron-ve~- into a mess- hallo i'l't& 
si:nucrture> has: b.emr dl w.i.dm:f imto two par1rs: with tti-e: prisoners using om haI:f' 
amt-' the- amny personal · the-: othe:u- ltal:r •. 'IDte:: pouitTy b:uil:ding is now sa:eap­ 
ing quarters- for· the0 enlisted: men\r Conmre--te: flcromr have- beet'D ]afd in both 
struriures and irmovations ma.icing th'em- habi"tab-:Le:-- ltave, been made' ini eadn: 

!lte:- prisoners·, Lt. Edwards s::tat.ed' a.mP housed~ in tents, five, t:o a 
tent'. Ther~ is cert·ainly no evi1rencmr of· "'cotfdllngr;" The-, pri·soner-s: provid"' 
the-ir- own c:ooks: am:l thei'Ir nrenw. whll1e1 adequate?r eoullcf no-t ~ termed "ffaney. "' 
A:. sample:- day:s menu:, ac:c.oro1ng:- to the- l.!iiewttenan't would: cronsis1t of oatmeal., 
camred milk and water, bmra.d' and c:offe1r or- te:a for· breakfas:1t, sausage' 
sandwiahe-s and wate~ or:·· parhaps· c:off"ee:- or tea fa~ llumm and' b·ea.n; s-tew., 
peas· and beans mixetl:,. potat:oe:s·, per.haps- a vegetallrie sa]ad and coffee and. 
bread at'." dinner-. 'Dlte~ prisonemi~ reueive-~ no be:etr,, no fresh me.a-tt with the' 
e:xcepttiorr of kidneys or ocreas-£onal1Iy heant', no bu titer,. b.ut- ornre=- iin a while­ 
margerine:.. 'lllie:ir fare>, while' plain,. rrevent:fie:>lless c:onslsts; of a 1t ]east 
2500 ca:ror±ea: daily,, twilca tna:tt allowed! ttie:' pe.oplec o1r·· Bolland under German 
o-cmupa tion •. A. higl't . f&JmR' sunrounds: 11he0 camp and filloorii. ligltts have: been 
iimstall&d! ;i · ., . . 

L1tf Edwards· stated that ttte0 prison-ers work on a taslt basis~ Each' 
prisoner.- doing be:et llabor- is· requtred' to aomp]e:-t&' one--quarter· of an acre­ 
o-f lr,lac:king and thinning, pen- day and they s:tay- irr the- fie:-Id-s, unti1 the· 
task is crompie:te"tf.. rney· worit irr! d~fls, of ten to.· l2 men. each with a 
m:ttiltary guard•J· They. d'o not work'. orr Sumfay umlJe:ss am eme-rgemcy· arises and 
them the- worlt· .fs· vol'untacy-~ The-· pI'.ierii'lmtts are: paid at· the- rate af a.tr 
cents- per- daY', whfclt ts pail<f to them: fu cante:err cheeb which' ffiey spend at: 
tttrir.- oWJT post' exchangate 

Be: prisoner-a· arec· not pernrlit'tedi ris~tnrs,. wi'th· t_tte, ex~tion o~ 
t~ owni rel.a tiveti'f- L~ Edwards- crommwte-s be:twe-em the". local installation 
and- the: Scrot11Bbluff cramp-. When, he iis0 ab:semt·., P:fie'J Cta.rlami H\lrne'tt: is in 
crha~ of the~ o:rf iee-. 
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..-ARll~LE FROM BRIDGEPOR~ DE3RASKA lllAlilE:, THURSlli\Yi JULYl li2 ,.11945. PAGE 1 

PIU.S:ODIERS CAUGltT. A'r FOR'F MORGiAR 

'l'wa (G;ermarn prisoner& of war,. 'lch'clodor&. Rogge:, 21. and Ot:t:o Koch, 
2J, who e:soaped the Bri.dgepor-t. branch· prisonen· of war camp s·ometime las-t 
lfhursday night, were:- apprehend·en Sunday~r nurur WJ• M"orgarr, Co~ The pair­ 
wer& piicked up om a h:jjghway- n:.ear tltatt 11a.wrr, by,: Sheri:f:f Sam Pe:ders-on, of' 
Ftt. Morgan;\ · · 

'Pha fug±tiveS: told: th&. sheriff' 'tiltat they had been working in a 
field near· Bridgaport 'l'ht.ms.riay af"te:rmoorn and "'Just- wallted awa~-; In:asmuc-h 
as neither- PW could spcalt lmg-.ll.tshi, local. assumpt1i.01'll iis that they rod'e- a 
:freight t'rairr to Co-Iorad·a1: 

The> men· wer~ fir-st missedl. Fr.idayv at early mcmning roll call, and 
F.BII and law enfor.-aemen-t offiic:ers-, ihi thiis0 area were=, notified· immediate,ly~ 
Thar· G'ermans wer& re-turrnroJ tb the·· Saottshlutt PW cramp om Mond~y migl'llt-;· 



-@-.t_,,,S.,,,.i1)u..,.Je:i:......_,.'t,...,·,._..- Hi-.."..:,;,,..,·,o1ii..,;.,·:....· .... • ,...· ..:..·· ........., .• _._ .• _ __...,_, ·-u.,,....-,;:r•.:...y~•,#E:fr.il'"""","""'' ,.....,· . ..,.., . ...,, ., ...... :, a..._" ...:a1·,..._..,.c1...,.., ►.l..' -~....._-.,· iWl' •r"""i◄.....,, ...._,, -----~-~---- 

,ART'.ICLE' FROM SCOT'rSB\LUW. S'JJAR JmARLD, - JiULYi' 1<Y.]~, PAGE IQ\ 
JBl;G S. J • Vl(>.01LP 

(N.R.A. AR'llSi C'0RRESPO.NDBln); 
AlliOARD A thS. LST - 'l?'hev.e a.rtr: 283 (Ie.:uma,n, pr1isomers· om the- top ctedr 
·¢Jf ttd.s: I.S'lr em its: way baaisi- :f'rorrn F.u.anue:. T1\:ey mr,em; ]Ji.1Ht]e-- imtel!'S:St-ed 
in t'hafu surroundings. and sho.w no auricd~- w:tum the: ship- approaehed 
a S'Otvthern base: m Engllamd,;; . , 
~ aire- We:s~lmlJfans-~ Havruriians-.- 'Ptttum:fams ~s-t- Prumriams. aml 

Srorona: amomg them:.- 'lmtx.tr- ageer v:ary from · ahowt· ]7! to 4 9J '!he olldes:t is 
a gaunrt' Havariamr. a darll: haizred: chap who- at- tiimm cftspliay:3: a ben 
semse: of htum!,r-; Th:ere- are=: tlWO' or thlte8' wil.tlt whom· :I tiry.; to ta]kr• who· 
a.re surly, and pay, no atte1rt'£on t'o my.I" que'S11ioms-.: 

'lllieir- <tlottting a]ll sH:ow s-fgns- o-f weer,.. y-EFtt ·they are- oy no means­ 
in 1ra:tttrers. l- eaJili r:mt· e;andi:ixre tl'ie:i'l:r. b:aats:· dJos·e>.]y but': ttiey appear- to 
be- ini goacf' crondit'lol!rl: 

A'cc:oroing to most of 1fttemi I.9JJ lllalrned: ttte- C118Bt o--r· lfitler•a­ 
popu]auiityr.0 Tltiis- dwi~ed: gracfual]ly,, wlterr IIIBlll{ of hh pz,-omise-s; werG' 
not fulfilled; Wfum tl11:r wan- begam ~, of the- olld·er peop]e, l.OS:t their 
r-aitlt, but-· ther lltt:leir ~ou-tlb gv.e-gt;elf ii.tt w.iitl!ll entltusiasnr. Doubt a~ t-o 
ttte> out crome of the: wav- liegaRl tn apreacf when Rusa!a was: at'ta.Gtlte-cl'; 
T'oday;r, say ttte:- majority· wi:t:& wliom r sped,, - abou.tl JJ. per cent crl' the 
population st:flll fo-lio.w::r ttte,· ~l · 

. lilITl,ER liOtm'Hi IS STILL DKFIA1fJ1.' 

When tltli.s· f.s· said I mrti\eadL titer youngstteir tllf tfte, prisoner.::i: shake> 
hms heacf. det"iantl~. butt ~ wilID not talJll. ~ why,, ha- cfisagrees wit!» 
this- and o~ SJni:len super..e.iilli.aUS:1ly/~ 

Tl\'8' squa~<t :f'nom Westpalt]jia say_a, ffia'ti the: Lulftwaff'a is 
pracrtfcmlliy cfone:.· f'ottt tb1t whii]e· tJlD3-re, aJre' s:1tjj]JL nmn.bers a'f pllame:s., · 
tfte, b:ombings-· 0£ f'.aairori'es; has:; mafil3,· rep]aa:emen'ts iinpo-ss:ib.ll8"l Uotm'P a.f · 
th-em Ima: s-ee.rr ffi-e:- :uocrltalit bomb: and mo:s1t er£ tliem are. surprfs~ tfta1t it 
iSo m user:; One· err them laugltihgrlJy1' remarks- that ha imver- be>Jli8V18li: in 
its- exiatemre and tiltouglttt l!l:tr;.; G.oe:olie,Jls waft its inv,en,Hmr~ 

A' sacf looltihg peasanrt type- fromi Firamtt'cmt -uarns, me His, name·, but 
ash me--- not to mentfom i~., as: he · haft. a wiir~ and a llit:t'le> girl f!J)f / 
sev:enr "'at- ltome"' and Jter.- f8llll'S retalillta:tifonl: P-ol!' Be:- fs: partiieuilair]y· 
virulewt · 1.inr hll' ta lilt ab:outt Ute:- Jlaz,i1rl:. He s~a: tJ\a t: lte· had1 beeim leadlng 
a happyr lli£e· as: a farmerl'i't A]tltougllil lie? bd'. ]it1tte: moneY7,, }te, was 
crontenrted:1: 1ihen Jur was: smatcttetf away amd mad.iP. to· :righit - :rmr wrm 1t he- diid' rwt knowt: . . . 

lt asked~ them wlierr ttte:: ~im peop.Jle, think t~ wair will em:h 'ffie: 
Sruron, pilpes upi::- "D.,o:e•t1 yow know 'tifte, (;.ermans hav:e-- nett l!teemi aI!Lowed ta, 
think siira& Hfijtt]er c:a.m& to powertr~ 

"Ev.en if t'lt~· d1d! .... aclifs' t'.l'):e-. Jiav.airllalm. "'They were afraid to say; 
what! 'b'.ttey t1\'ought'1i" 

Tfum1,, j'us1t as· we, ru,-e; emtering tlte: liarDol'", l\e- nudges ttte- ribs of" 
the- man: nex-11 tb liinr a.mi say~ in1 an. under1ione,. "S~., thee f'ue-hrer- is 
ltee.ping his: prmnfse • we, ar.a- Iamding · .iini Emg-l!andl"' 



tU it 'dtlM 'tt ti I 'l'it . I' . ,.., .• ,~ 'f'4 ,., ... 'i 
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NAZI PRISONERS QUIT FARl\~ JOBS IN STRil<E 

G'errran wc1r pr i s onru-s f'r-om the- prison c:amp here,, employed· by thP W:::-;hr=t.Kie 
El'eE t GrowPr3 a as oci.a ti orr at' Worl:J.nd',, Wye;,;,~ have been an strike since 'I'uesd ay 
prnt'esting a change- from day r-a t'e s to piec.e· work pay~·the- public· relations· 
officer sAid tod~yg. 

H-e- dee-lined tb r-evca l. the number of pr-Lsorrez-s at the c-a":lf :::t '.;•iorl.'J.nrl 
b u t indiuate-cr thE.. t they all have re-fused' t'o wonk, Other reports said <)l.J rner,: 
are at: the side camp s 

The pr-Lsone r-s r-ef'use'd' to go to· th'e-: fields· Tuesday mor-n i ng and t hoy are 
being held under guB:rd at We side camp, Disciplinary action is p.l anrre d if 
theYcontinuff to strike, he Lnd Lca t'edr; 

" 
Formerly they were paid ~O cn:mrt;s, a day· to work i'n the beet fields, but 

tln~ regulat'iorrs tt,.-, .. v.e been changed' ca Ll.i.ng for· 8:0' cerrts Por bLock i rrr.; and 
thinning a quarter acre in e:ie;ltii hourta; Und'er- ttte new pPy sca l'e , thP- prisoners 
can make . less t'linn S-0' cerrt s on as· much as $1';20' a day a· 




