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MY STORY OF THE DEVELOR'EMIT OF THE TRVE PLANTING PROJECT IN THL NEBRV.SKA
SAND HILLS :

& By Churles Ao Scott
As a Senior year student in the Xansas State Agricultural College, lianhattan,
Kensus, I agreed to accept an appointment as & Student Assistant in the
Division of Forestry, Us S. Department of Agriculture, effective July 1, 1901,

‘as tendered me bv Mre Vin, L. Hall, then Chief of the Section of Tree Plantinge

I was instructed to report for duty at Kearney, Nebraske, on July 1 st,, to
serve as cook and teamster for & reconnaissance survey party, whose duty it
would be to make a thorough survey of the Sund Hill region of Nebruska to
determine if it would be practical to plunt trees in the Sand Hills, end if
there was any assurunce they would grow to u size to be of eny practicul veluee

The sulary paid Forest Student Assistants at that time was $300,00 per unnum,
but in as much as I was to serve us cook and teamster, I wus allowed $15.,00
per month additional pays

When I arrived at the }Mid-way Hotel in Keurney, I met lMre L. Co Miller, who
was the No. 2 man 'of the survey partye The others who were to be members of
the party reported within the next 2L hours, including }re. Hall, who had come
out from Washington to help assemble the necessary equipment end to start us
on our summer?s worke

The personnel of our party included:
Royal Se. Kellogg = Chicf of Party - Fay, Kunsas
Louis C, Miller « 2nd in Cherge = Stillwater, Oklshoma
Frank G. Miller - Red Oak, Iowe
Hugh Pe Buker « St, Craix Fulls, Wisconsin
John He Hutton « Groton, South Dakotu
E. Pe Bailey - Hinsdule, New Hampshire
Charles A, Scott - Viestmorclund, Kansus

All of us were recent college or University grudustese Re Se Kellogg and
Louis C. Miller were experienced men in the Division, huving served at least
part of & yeure The other iive of us were beginnerse

Vic spent five days buying end assembling our equipment, which consisted ef

8 teanm of frisky young mules, wugon and harness, six old, well broken depende
able suddle horses, saddles and bridles, Picket ropes und ping and nose bags
for &ll the animalses Two tents und poles, eight eots, a sheet iron cook stove
and the necessary kettles end pans, enough tin plutes, cups mnd cheap knives,
forks and spoons to serve eighte Ve anticipated some cullers about meal time,
and we wanted to be prepured to extend en invitation to have u meal with use
Vie were not diseppointed. Wic had numerous guestse

On July 1, 1901, the rank of Division of Forestry wus advanced to the Bureau
of Forestrys, Hence the change in nare from this date,
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Geoueske a4 TGaoh Jdox™ exd it i% fpoo the reer evd ef the
wogon box. This beX vas divided invo compu: trments suxiabls to vus needse
One compartment was fou the storuge of our werter bucket, coffeu pet snd othes
such articles that could not be paucked into the oven of the sneet metal stove.
The Grub Box wus large enough to curry three or four days supply of drovisionse
The door of this bcx was double the length of the height of the tox and hinged
to the box at one onde There wus ulso a hinge in the middle of the d or that
ailovwed it to feld back on itself und reke & double door. Tihen open it extend-
ed to the rear and unfolded, und served for our tuble. The exturdcd table was
suprorted by th: hinges at one end und a single leg ut the other. Ve stood
arcund the tuble to ect our nealses Each man wus ussigned his pluce at the
iable and kept the assigned pluce throughout the swmer, regeurdless of wind
or weather, threce ct euch side and one at the ende Vhen we hud company the
cook ate his suneck after the others hud eatene
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The last items to be bought were coal-oil laterns, gruin for the horses and
mules und a stock of provisions for ourselvese

The wegon was a regulation farm wagon of thut tire. The inside or the wagon
box was divided into thrce compartmentse The grub box wus in the buack end
irmediutely in fromt of it there wus o bin large enough to holc u supply of
gruin for the horses and mules. The space in, front of the gruin box was for
our cots, tents and personal bagguge. The wegon wes fitted with bows urnd a
canvass cover to protect our supplies and personal belongings from the elements,
"he tent poles were currled in metal stirrups on the side of the wugone

eut
Additional equipment consisted of u cross out saw and exes for felling %rens
end cutting them into sections ror stem &rnslvsis studies of such trees aos
we might find growing in the region coveisd by our survey. They were put
to good use in the vicinity of Scott's Bluff, Hct Crevk und Crawford.

The entire outfit made & full loud, thero veing & pluce for everything, but
everything had to be in its proper pluce to find room fur all.

A very conspicuous festur: of most overland parties et thut time wos a supply
of shooting irons and fishing tuckle, w.ich wus entirecly 8bsert in our party.
Yie did not have & gun of any description or as ruch uc a rish hooke

On the afternoon of -July 6th, we loanded our wugon, suddled the riding horses,
and took to the road, end drove out soie five or six miles tor our first
supper on thev roud and our first night's cunp. Ve stured ir cump over Sunday

und Mondey, July 7th and 8th. It guve us time to discover if rny items of
necessity hnd been overlookude Vie found nctning lacking  @u Tuesduy morning
Mre. Hell cume out from Ketrney to tuke pictures of our outfic, bid us edieu
end wish us success in our sumner's works

.Qur route took us up the Platte River to North Plutte, hence up the Horth
Platte River to the Vivoming Stute line. Ve turned north st Collins, Nebruske
end followed s northerly treoil to Hurrison and then follcwed the VYhite ldver
to {ruwtord, thence eusterly to Ruskville. Fra: there on we toock a southerly
course until intersepting the Burlington kailway newur Likuside, wt this point
we turned ewstwurd anc followed the Burlington Railroud to Broken Bow, where
we were met by Mr. Hall,

In « conference at Broken Bow, it wus decided thut tihe purty hud accomplis)ed
its purpose und should be disbended. Eech member of tuc purty wus essigned
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specific duties to be perforned before reporting in to the Viashington O0ffice,
Hetton and I were assigned to return the animals and &ll equipment to Keariev
and to arrange for the keep of the anirmls and over winter storuge for the
equipmente ‘

During our sumrers work we fregquently deviated from our direct route spending
several days at & tire raking growth studies of trees, especially in the
vicinities of Scotts Bluff and the Pine Ridge Regione

From these studies we compiled some valuuble data. Ve found that the
Ponderosa pine and Redtedar, native speciss of the region, nude a normal

rute of growth, equal to that for the rame species in other rorested regionse
The largest tr.es of these species had been cut by early s-ttlers yeers before
end used in the construction of their homes and ranch buildings. Hany of

the stumps of those troves were well over two feet in diameter. By compurison
with the largest trees we found we estimated thew to have been fully 00 feot
in height.

Vie found Ponderosa pinc trees that b count of annual growth rings, were
over 300 years of egees All of this wus proof that trees will grow end live
%0 attuin merchentsble sizes.

The pines and ced.rs vere found growing on precipitous slopcs und up over
the hill sides in soil too barren to grow u stand of grass o: wecds thut$
would carry a fire. These were the iost valuable species found.

Cottonwoods, Willows and Ash were found growing immediately aulong gullies
and water courses, all were regarded s of little value, excepting for fuel
and poles,

After assenbling in the Weshington Office & report of our suru.ers work was
prepured and presented to President Theodore Roosevelt, with recoruiendutions
that & considerable erecs of the public lunds in the Sand Hill region be
withdrewn from honestuad entry and be set aside as Forcst Reservess

our
President Roosuvelt approved/}ecomnendutions. end in February 1902 issued
a Proclumation creating the Disumal River, North Platte and Niobreru Forest
Reserves,

This story would not Le complete without nurreting some of the events of
the season's doingse The heulth of the party wus clways a matter of coneern,
A finul check showed tnut the cook was the only men in the purt- “h-{ was
indisposed for as long as & hulf daye On July 19th, He und L. C. liiller
were alone for lunch, waong other’ things we ate wus u cun of Van Camp's Pork
and Beans. Soon ufter lunch we took & plunge in the Plette River., After
dressing Miller suddled his mount and rode off on & wide swing to the right
of the trail we were following to makc observations. I hitched up the nule
team and storted up the treil we were followinge There were no defined
highways in that section of th¢ Stute et that timee Sorr aftor sturting

out I begun having crumps in my stomoche They dncreascd in frequency erd
intensity uhtil I could no longer trust mvself to drive the mulese
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They would run away on the slightest provocutione About mid-afternoon, I
unhitched, unharnessed and steked the rules out to gruze and I took shelter
in the shude of the wugon. For ebout three hours I suffered the most
excruciating stonuch painse

VWhen the ren did not 1ind me at our designated canp site thut evening they
took up the buck truil, but did not reuch me until ufter night fall. I was
still suffering from crumps &nd so weak I could herdly ruisv my hecd. All
were much concerned tbout my condition. We were miles from any tovn or source
of medical suppliess However, three of the boys sturted in as many directions
to ranch houses indicated by lights thut cculd be scen, hoping to find some-
thing thet nignt give me relief. In the meantime Builby preparcd a hot
whiskey concoction thut I could not swullowe In ubout un hour F. Ge ifiller
returned with & small bottle of soothing syrup, of which I took a liberal
swullows It wus past ten o'clock by this timeos I soon fell asleep and

slept soundly until daybrcuke I firmly beleive thut I hud un uttuck of
ptomaine poisoninge I have nover since been uble to stund the smell or taste
of Van Camp's Pork and Beuns, nor huve I ever before or since surfered such
excruciuting pains as I did on that efternoon und eveninge

Although still very weak when I awoke, I got up and prepared brenkfast for
our partye Kellogg knew that I was in no condition to porform my usual work,
however we were cemped on & dry hillside, without wuter for ourselves or our
team end mounts so we broke camp end noved on about five miles to the camp
site I wes supposed to reach the evening before, Ve set up our tents and
made cemp for over Sundaye After prepuring lunch I luy down and slept all
afternoone

Comments on the personnel of the perty ure in ordere Every ran in the party
wus 6 gentlertn from the soles of his shoes up, Every usn wus u perfect
specimen of munhood, physicully and morully. Bulley was the only mun in the
purty thut curried o bottle of whiskey with hic personcl effects, but I
never knew of hin indulging in & drinke I never knew of u single mon ever
loosing his temper during the entire seusons MNot onc of the wmen evor kidded
me or cust a reflection regurding my position (cook und tecmster)s I believe
every man in the purty regarded me «s their egual in most lines, end reudily
granted thet I wos their superior in botenical lines, which was proven on
two distinct instenceso There wes considereble rivalry in identifying
unusual species of trees und shrubs und it was cormon practice for the men
to bring specimens into cemp to be exhibited und discussed end indentified
if possibles I hud & copy of Gray's Fiold Botany in my belongings that wus

. consulted when necessarye.

On one ocension one of the men brought in u section of & sten of a shrub he
hed found. It wus perfectly straipght und cut to the proper length for a .
cune or walking sticke He chullenged eny of us to identify its species.

It went the rounds of the perty without being recognizede I usked for a
second look et it, on closer exurination I recognized it, and asked the
exhibitor whut he hud done with the thorns he huad cut offe He usked what
thorns I referred toe My reply was, "the stipular thorns you cut off."

His reply wes, ™iell tell them whet it is." It wus a wild rose steme The
soe man on another occasion brought in an unusual lenf end challenged us
to identifv ite It went through the hands of all the others, I was cooking
supper at the time, but wus also listening to the conversation of the eroupe
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I heard Fo Ge Killer say, "refer it to Scott, he will tell you whut it is".
hen presented to me, I did not as much as tuke it in my hand, I reccgnized

it at a glunce, and said, "if the exhibitor cells thet e leaf, I huve little
respect for his knowledge of Botany". It was a terminel leaflet of & rank
growing sprout from en Ash stump, und wus fully three or four times the size
of un ordinery leuflet of the species. After thut Beker never rutiluted a
speciman thet he brought in for indentificatione

Every man in the parcy apprecicted the hundicaps under which I prepared our
metls, The sncet iron stove wus only u degree or two better thun on an open
fireo Our fuel wus just what I could guther between meuls, Sonetimes we

had dry wood «nd sonctimes we did not, I cooked nore reals over u fire of

cow chips, tnen of sny other kind of fuel. VWhen the supply wus uwbundant, I ,
would guther up two or three punny secks full of them «nd carry them in the 7
‘grain bin in the wugon to use in un erergency. V%e experienced some rainy
dueys during the seuson and the cow chips in the wagon was the only dry fuel
availuble.

A difficulty thet I experienced wes thut of cooking und serving a reual on
reiny duys. They were usually short and simple, consisting of bread und
butter, cenned fruit, und coffee served in thc tents. Vhere the geing was
good our fuvorite monl was brked potatocs, prine ribd roust, brovn gravey,
brecd and butter, a choice of cunned fruits, und coffee. Eggs worc ulso a
faverite item in our menu and were usually uveiluble ut any ranch or farm
i:ouse nlong our route, During the followinyg winter in hwushirgton when I
wculd mset one of the men of our purty, his greeting would be, "well, Scott,
let me know when you are going to serve roust beef, buked potutoes und coffee
end 1'11 come over",

E-orv men in the purty was always willing to give the cook ond toanster a
helying hund when it was neededes One norning our route requircd crossing
the Flotte River. I was considerubly concerned ubout how the mules would
bcheare if we weore to encounter sorme soft sande I mude it & point to have a
privete avtervivw with Kellogg und called his sttention to the predicument
w2 treuld be in i we should cncounter a drift of soft sind. He usked for
1vr sclution of the problems I told hinm I wantoed the six nen on horsebuck
=0 nelp pull the wigone. Ewch run could tuke his picket rope, fucsten vne
«2d to the wuejon tonpue and tihe other to his saddle horn und by all pulling
togcther wou could probebly pet through without difficultye Tiis wes a new
stunt for tho riders, but they recopgnized the problen we were up oguinse
&nd upproved the plen. The river wus running o full flow of w.ter and the
erossing wus not murked, cxcepting by the truil louding in ut onc side und
cut soue little distunce upstrewn on the othor side. The chunnel was probebly
150-or 200 yurds in wicth. At ny sugsestion, Kellogg rode uwcross und then
cane buck to lesd the wey for the wugone The crossing wis mede without eny
trouble und cvery one wos delighteds It wes rondily admitted 4hat the old
cow ponies know more about pulling from the seddlc horns than the riders
Imew about it. TVie resorted to the sume tacties when re-crossing the river
later, und elso when we encountered so:t s:id in the Hillse

Vihen breuking cump, Kcllogg, usuelly dosipnated one or two of the uen to

help tuke dovm the te.its end to load the wngon with equipment bofore leuwving
for the days trvke On the Monday morning that we werc breaking cenp on
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Willow Island, Bailey wes ussigned to the duty of helping me. The preceeding
duy had been unmercifully hot and we had resorted to about anything we could
think of to reke ourselves confortrbles We had staked our camp ruther lute
Saturday eveninge Suturday hand been hot «nd the men were tired und hungry.
I propared supper rather hurridly und fuiled to remenber to tuke & nest of
pans out of the oven before firing up, Vhen I did take thum out they wore
reully hot, and I set them aside without separating theme I hud no occasion
to use them on Sunduy, and they sat out in the pluzing sun. ull duy.

Monduy morning when Bailey wans helping me, he picked up the nest of pans

and saw that the solder on some of them hud melted and had adhered to otherse
He let one, "Yep,® at the top of his =oice, cnd called, "Scott, By-gorry,
(his fuvorite slang word) look here, it wus so hot yesterday it nelted the
soldcr und these pans are stuck topether", 1 dropped my work sand rushed

over to hinm to see the phenomenone I ugreed it wus blistering hot yesterday,
but never dreamed it would melt the solder. %When uround the supper tuble that
evening, Bailey hud the story of tho duys Of course I confirmed the fuct

the solder hud melted ond thet the puns were stuck togethers I gave the
other men the fucts of the cuse leters TVihen the sitting was right in Vush-
ington the following winter, some of us would tell how hot it was in Nebraske
last swmer, in Baily's presence end he would invuriubly tell the story of
the solder melting and sticking the bake puns tobuther. He believed it to

be o fact throughtout his life,

Vie had not been on the road verv meny duys before the matter of shaves and
haircuts bectiie & problemes On & $25.00 per nonth sulury it wus an item.

Tie all had some personul pride mnnd we did not relish the idea of going to

a barber shop in our camp gardb for u huir cute F. Go. Miller, Baker, and
Hatton solved the sheving problem by allowing their beurds and nustaches to
grove The rest of us could not stand it for more then v week without & shave,
I shaved myself und I believe Kellogg, Le Co Miller und Bailey did likewise.
During = huircut disoussion one duy I voluntecred the infornution thet I

haod been our fumily barber for several yeurs aund hed kept my futher und three
brothers out of the doghouse during that time, und that ir the group would
chiip in ond buy & comb and shears, I would keep their huir trimmed, if they
would sit still to let me eut ite The comb and sheurs were forth cominge

L. C. iiiller wus ry first denonstrution. It took place on u hot Sunday
forenoons It wus too hot to sit bureherded in the blauzing sun. The only
shede we could find wus under & wagon bridge ecross o srull strean of wuters
The bridge just spanned the channel, end the wuter wus f'rem ebout six inches
to two feet in depthe Euch of us rolled our puntc legs up &s high as we
could get them., Miller secured an empty wooden box for a seat. It was
difficult to find e footing for it to set on. If he euscd up to change his
position, the box floated irom beneuth hin,

In spite of the handiceps his hair was cuts The cut wus heurtily approved
by ecch membe-s of the purty. From thet dey on there wus scurely a Sunday
but what I cut hair for onc or two of tie men, but never before or since
have I cvt huir stonding in water knee deepe.

The seuson's work wus thoroughly enjoyed bv every member of our pertys. Sonme

of the nmen reully wondered what it would lead up toe. Others felt secure
becouse it wus giving them o toe hold thut would ultiuctely le.d to something
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worthwhile. But «t the best there were somoe dull drub deys end we needed
some stimulunts to keep up our spirits. Sunduys were our worst decys to live
through, und we udopted a pructice of Joining in a song service to enliven
our spirits. Baker, Hatton and F. G. Miller hud very good voices. Beker
had sung in choires and Glee clubs for & number of ycurs. The rest of us
could carry tunes after a fushion. We usuully sturted out by singing
college songs und southern melodies with which we were ull familiur, and
ended up by singing «ll the Gospel Hymns uny one would suggest. After a
few rehersals we would not huve tuken & buck seat for any Burber Shop

Quartet,

Hatton proved to be the terder hearted one of the group. Vhen we happened

to tune vv» oh the right, or perhaps I should suy the wrong love song. Hatton
would wi-hdraw to his tent wnd heve & good cry. He never objected to the
rest of us singing anything we cared to, but the strees we put into senti-
mental songs wes more than he could bure, and he ulwuys felt releived ufter

having u good crye

I think all of us werc corresponding with fuvorite girls, but Baker and
Hatton were the outstunding cuses. Boker wrote a letter to his ludy friend
every day, rcgurdless of wind, weauther, or the work ¢t hund. Usuully he
wrote ufter the rest of us hud gone to bede Hutton did not write so often,
but if he did not receive a letter from his ludy friend the duy he was
expecting it he would go tc bed sobbing that night.

The Chief of our party wus & good friend of lr. erd Mrs. Jo B. Brown during
college days, Mr. Brown wes ut this time Superintendent of the Pine Ridge
Indion Apency. Vihen we were in the vicinity of Crewford, Kellogg rode ove.*
to spend a Sunday with Mr. and Hrs. Brownes He reached the Ajency lete Sat.-
urday afternoon. The entrance grte wus closed and lockeds Kellogp dis-
mounted climbed over the gite and proceeded to the Brown homes An Indian
guurd took him in tow and locked him up for infruction of the rules of t).
Agency. Kellogg did his best to explain his mission, but rulus were rules
with the Indiens, and Kellopgs served time in the locke-up until lete that
night, when the Brown's came home. But to conform to the rules u 50¢ fine
was puids Kellogpg did not enjoy such a reception, but the rest of our party
agreed it was the best joke of the entire seuson, .

I ofter laugh ot a foolish stunt that I pulled off one afternocor. vhen we
were in camp in the hills south of Gering, muking an intcnsive study of the
rete of growth of the Ponderosa pine in that cormunity. I ha< ofton heard
of the rip-rocring fires that pitch pine knots mudey On the w.fternoon in
question, I had decided it wos time to have @ pitoh pine knot cemp firee I
took sn exe and went up into the hills, and found u dry pitch pine tree trunk
1ying on the grounds I cut the limbs off up tc the desired 'peint on the
trunk, then cut the top of the tree offy I returned to camp, harnessed Lula,
our little mealy nosed obliging mule, picked up & chain and took & single-
tree off the wcpgon and sterted for the pitch pine log. Lulg_ didn't understend
Just what was going one She did not want to leave Myrtlo, hor IRte, or the
saddle horses that were all on picket ropes near by; However, after consid-
erable persuasion we got to the loge. Myrtle and the suddle horses were within
clear view about %-of & mile distcnt and between 300 and LOO feet below us
in elevetion. While I wos putting the chuin on the log, Lula let out a bray.
She got no response, but kept her eyes on the group of horses £nd her nate.

\
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When I turned her to thu right place to hook the tugs into the singletroe,
she steppud around most knowingly &nd oblipingly and stocd perfectly still
until I took up the hitch rein, end sald "Now Lula we ure going hore with
the log"s She stepped right up vory obligingly, when she heurd u noise
behind her, looked over the blinds of her bridle and saw the log movinge

She made a dash end jerked the hiteh roving out of my hands, and went down
the hill on the dead run with the 10 lor 12 foot log rolling und vouncing
behind herts I had visions of her running through the herd of horses, drag-
ging the log behind her and getting the horses &1l tungled up in picket
ropess To my pgro..t suprise, when she came to the first horse she stopped,
stulk still erd did not move another sten until I walked down aend unhitched
here I carricd several armfuls of pitch pine wood the remainder of the wuy
into camp, und we had u ecanmp fire that night thet brought cheer to our heartse

This incident recalls another thet occurred ubout the scme tinme, I had driven
over to Scotts Bluff for cenp supplies, It was a cool uftcrnoon end the nules
were fosling frisky. Vhen coming down grude to the Plutte River bridge on

our wuy cut to camp. Lula let out & squul, whippcd her tuil around in a
circle, kicked up her heels and started running. Myrtle took the cue und

thcy were off to the racess 1 made no effort to stop then, the roed was

clecur ahcade After running less thun a helf rils, they begun to slucken thelr
spoede.

I considered it a good time to give then &ll the running they wantede I
applied the persuader, we crossed the Platte Rivor bridge und into Gering

ut ¢ deud run. I prusumov those who sew us that day, thought they were secing
8 run-aweye

At the timc our purty wes disbanded et Broken Bow, it wus decided thet one
of our old suddle horsvs was not worth what her winter's feed bill would
amount toe. Shu wus given to a locel boy who pronised to tekc good cere of
here Some two yevars lator, in & check-up in the Wushington Office, thc¢ roan
ne.re wus found to be missing on our property lists, und I wes culled upon

to give an accounting Bor here The rocords of the property list hud to be
cleuwrode Condumnction blunks were sent to me. I was requircd to eppoint an
eppraisul coruittee to eppruise the value of the wnirel, end then advertisy,
her to the highest bider, for cash in hund, All of which I did without get-
ting out of my office chaire This performance wus repeated at lecast threo
or four ycars, bufore the rutter wus disposed ofs I never succeded in getting
a8 bid for her.

Two of the suddle horses must have died during the winter of 1901-2.

I féll heir to only thruu of them end the mule teurn when Le Co Milier und
I organized the 1902 survoying purty, Thesc five continued to do dutv s
long us I wus in churge at Halscy, which wus until December 31, 1907.

'CH4S. Ao SCOTT,
Cook and Teamstor, for the
1901 Roconnaissenen Par-y

411 datus in above story werc tuken from my 1901 diary, still in ﬁy posses-
sion. January 11, 1951,




