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HY STORY OF THE DEVELO.R'.EllT OF THE Tii:i .. E PLA.NTI?W PROJECT IH THE IJBBW.SKA 
SAND HI:t,LS 

G 
By Ch~rles A. Scott 

As a Senior year student in the Kansas State A~ricul tural College, Jianhatte.n, 
Kansas, I agr~ed to accept an appointment as~ Student Assistant in the 
Division of Forestry, u. s. Department of Agriculture, ef.1)1ctiva July 1, 1901, 

.as tendered me by Hr. Y~. L. Hall, then Chief of the Section of Tree Planting. 

I was instructed to report for duty at Kearney, Nebrask&, on July 1st., to 
serve as cook nnd tenmster for a reconnaiss~nce survey party, whose duty it 
would be to make a thorough survey of the Sand Hill region of Nebraska to 
determine: if it v.ou Ld be practical to plt:mt trees in the Sand Hills, and if 
there wa s any as surunce they wo u'l d grovr to t.1. size to be of nny practici,l VLlue. 

The solary paid Forest Student Assistnnts at that time was $300.00 per Qnnum, 
but inns much as I was to serve &s cook and teo.mster, I was allowed $15.00 
per month uddition~l pay~ 

When I arrived nt the lUd-way Hotel in Keurney , I met Ur. L. C. Miller, who 
was the ?lo. 2 man ·or the survey purty. The others who were to be members of 
the party reported vd. thin the next 24 hour-s , including ?!r. · HRll, who had come 
out from V~shington to help assemble th~ necessary equipment nnd to start us 
•n our summer's work. 

The personnel of our party included: 
Royals. Kellogg - Chief of Pnrty - Fay, Kansns 
Louis c. Hiller - 2nd in Churge - Stillwater, Oklahoma 
Frank G. ltillor - Red Oak, Iown 
Hugh P. Buker - St. Crai:x Fulls, Viisconsin 
John H. Hatton - Groton, South Dokota 
E. P. Bailey - Hinsd1.1.le, lit!VI HhmpshirE:. 
Charles A. Scott - Viestmor1;lt.nd, Knnsus 

All of us were recent college or University gndUE;.tes. R. s. Kellogg and 
Louis C. lliller were experienced mc.n in the Division, hHvin~ served at lttast 
part of a ye1:1.r. The otht.r .i'ive of us ~re beginners. 

Vit:, spent five days buying e.nd assembling our equipment, v.rhich consisted er 
a te&.m of frisky young mul.es , wugon and harnes s , six old, v,tlll broken depend­ 
able saddle horses, saddles and bridles. Picket ropes 1:1.nd pins Wld nose bags 
for_ t.11 the animals. Two tents und poles, eight cots, n sheet iron cook stove 
nnd· the necessury kettles und po.ns, enough tin plutes, cups and cheap knives, 
£orks and spoons to serve eight. Vie nnticiputed some c~llers about meal time, 
and we WD.nted to be prepartld to extend en invitation to have u ne£1l with us. 
?le were not di&nppointed. V~ hud numerous guests. 

On July 1, 1901, the rnnk of Division of Forestry wns advanced to the Bureau 
of Forestry. Bence the change in nare from this dute. 
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;,wg;on b ox, Tti,;, uc,t\r,1s d i vad ed i:wo cor.:ru:tr:wnts su~_~,;a.'t,1.~ to v..2, r,c.cdf~ 
One compur-tmor.t; \i•lS !'c-!:..· the storu6a ot our w1·.tfdr buck eb , coffeu pof nnd ocher­ 
such nrticlus tl:w ~ could not be pucke d into the oven of the sh ee t me t u I stove. 
The Grub Box wu•; lurge enough to c1.,,rry thrve or four duys supp:.~r of '.)rov1s1ons. 
The door of tHs bcx was double the ltmgth of thtl hoii;ht of tho box and hingt:id 
to the box o.t one c,~d. There wus · also E>. hinge in the r.,iddle of the d· or thst 
a] Lowed it to fold b rck on its elf und r.ake £. double door. 't'ihcn open it extend­ 
ed to the r-ear and unfolded, and servod for our tnble. Th~ ext endc d tnble was 
suppor-bed by th-: hinges o.t one end und n single log &t tho other. 1'.:6 stood 
ar cund the tuble to oc.t our meu Ls , Each man wr.s u s s Lgned his p'Luc e ut the 
i;nhJ.e and kept the c s s Lgned pluce throughout the surener , regtirdlesr; of wind 
or ,-.,e,..1ther, t.hr-ee ct each side nnd one ut the end. VIht.n we hud company the 
oook ate his snack ofter the others hnd euten. 

The h,st items to be bought were coul-oil luterns, gruin for t he horses and 
mules und a stock of provisions for ourselves. 

The wagon was a regulntion 1"un1 wugon of thut tiJr,e. The insidt3 ol' tht.: vm.gon 
box was divided into three compartments. The grub box W&.S in the buck end 
ir.rrnediutely in fro,nt of it there wus o. bin lnrge enough to holC-: u suppl:-,• of 
grliin for the horses :md mules. The space in,front of tht:l gr~in box wns for 
our cots, tt.:nts and personal bngglige. -The l'vEtgon wr,s fitted with bov,s l..J'ld a 
canvo.ss cover to protect our supplies &.nd personul bt::longings frori the blt:1Hents. 
':.'ho tent polt:s were curribd in rnctul stirrups on the sidE1 of the wugon. 

~IJt 
Additional equipme:r.t consisted of u cross out suw r..nd &X6S for felHnf -+.::--~-:s 
6.?ld cutting them into se ~tions !'or stt::rn l:r.•1~1sis studies oi' such tr"'es ns 
we ra~ig;ht find grovring in tht; rt:1gion covt,·t-d b~r our survvy. The:r were put 
to good use in the vicinity of Scott's Bluff, Hct Crel.:lk wid Cruwford~ 

The entire outfit Jrlbdt:: o. full lot.<l, :::heru oeing fi pluce for everything, but 
everything had to be in its propur pluctl to find room f1..·r all. 

A very conspicuous fet1tur~ of most ovcrlnnd parties &t thto.t time v:os n supply 
of shootini; irons Etndi fishing tucklt:,, w~lich wus tntirbly 4bser>t in our party. 
Yie did not have & gun of nny dt;scription or ti.s nuch t<t. o. fish hook. 

On the o.fternoor1 of -.Tuly 6th, wo lond£:d our wugon, · s!-.!ddJ ~•d the riding horses, 
and took to the road, e.nd drove out s01,1e. five or e:ix uil.:;!'i !'or our firs1; 
supper on thv roud and our first night's c1a.1p. 1'ie stt~:•t-cl h c:.i.rnp over Sundo.y 
nnd Mondt\y, July 7th o.nd 8th.. It gnve us time t::> dic;rovc if 1·ny items of 
necessity hlld been overlook\,;d. ifo found nctning h1cking GL, Tuesduy mornir.,:~ 
Mr._- Hc.11 cw-nt: out frcr.i Ke,:rney to tu.lee p5 ctures of our o-i;.t.fi c, bid us nd:leu 
encl wish us success in our sumr.!er' s work .. 

( 

.. Qur route took us up the Plntte River to No!·th Plr.tt€i,. he,.,ce up the north 
Platte River to the 1'Jyoning Stutt: line. l;e turm:d north 11t Collins, Nebrusb 
end foll :-Yr~d r,. northerly trr:.il to Ht.::-r5.son end then follcwed the rJ1i te :tu Vt:r 
to Cru1':1o,·d, thence eusterly to Rusk.ville. Fra:. tht::re on we took o southerly 
course until interseptinr; the Burlington Raihvu~r nu.r Li l~usid;;, r.t this point 
we turned et.stwt.rd nnc followed the Burling;;on R!lilroud to Broken Bow, wht1re 
we were met by Hr. Hull. 

In h conference ut Broken Bow, it wus decided t.lu.t ttt purty hud ttccomplisJ·-3a 
its purpose und shoulc t,£, disbc.nded. Each me;,mbt>r of t:11.. p.L-rty w~s t.ssit,;ned 
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specific duties to be ped'on.1ed before report'ing in to the Ha.shington Officeo 
Hatton and I were assigned to r e+urn the an ime Ls and Etll equd.pmerrb to Kea.r.,t.v 
and to ar-r-ange for t!.e keep of the andrus Ls and over winter e t.or-age for the· 
equipment. 

G During our S'Ul11J'o,ers work we frequently deviated from our direct route spending 
several days at & tir-,E:: nskini; Growth studies of trees, especially in the 
vicinities of Scotts Bluff and the Pine ?~dbe Region. 

From these s tud l es we compiled some ve l uab l e datn. 'Fe found that the 
Ponderosa pine and Red~ed&.r, native species of the region, t1.!;.de a nonnal 
rott. of growth, equal to that for the co.me species in other fort:sted regions. 
The largest tr-es of these species hnd been cut by early s~ttlers ye&rs before 
and used in t.he construction of· thuir homes and ranch buildinbs. Lfmy of 
the stumrs 01' thoso troes were well ovt:r two fe1;t in <iiruneter. By conpurison 
\\'ith th~ lnrgest trtJes we found wu estimated tht;ltl to have be en f'ully 60 fevt 
in height. 

Vie found Ponderosa pine,; trees that b·· count of annua I srowth rings, were 
over }00 years of c.ge. All of this we s proof tlm t trees will gr ow and live 
~o att~in merch6nt~ble sizes. 

The pines and cedi.r e ,"ere found i;ro;,rinG on precipitous s10;>1:.s und up over 
the hill sides in soil too bar-r-en to rrow a stEtnd of gre.ss 01 we-ds thEl'\ 
would carry n fire. Thes~ wert th<; uost value.bl1;; species found. 

Cottonwoods, ~illows und Ash were. found growing i.rlmcdh1tE::ly a Lon g ~ullies 
and water courses, e.11 were regurd~d ~s of little value, excuptinc for fuel 
e.nd poles. 

c· After as scnb l Ing in the Vk.shington Office a report of our suru.er s work wo.s 
prepared and pres tinted to President Theodore Roosevelt, with r-econnendat.Lona 
the:it n consi~eruLlt.:; ar-ca of the public lunds in the Sand Hill rt.gion be 
withdr!iwn from honcst~ad entry tmd be set aside ns Forest RestrV€Se 

our 
Prt:Jsidont Roo scve l't e.pproved/recor.1'1endations, and in Febr-uur-y 1902 issued 
n Proclumution cr..,;utine; the DisL1&l River, North Plutte and Niobr£1ru Forest 
Reserves. 

This story would not· Ot. con.plete without nurrt:.tini; sorie of tht: events of 
th"' seo.son' s doings. Th~ ht;ulth of the party wus t:..lways o. Infltter of con~~~rn. 
A i'int.l check showed t:nu.t the cook wt1s thti only nun in the purt•· ",l:~. -~ wns 
indisposed for as lone; as t... hulf doy. On July 19th, Be t:md L. C. liiller 
were e.lone for lunch, liJ,1onG otht::r' things we nte wus t1 cl4n of Vo.n Curnp' s Pork 
Qnd Benns. Soon lifter lunch wt; took a plunge in the Plr.tte River. /:.1.'ter 
dressing ialler suddlod his i:1ount nnd rode off on e. widf:I swing to ttw right 
or the tro.11 we Wdre following to nake: observations. I hitched up the mule 
tean nnd stortod up thu trnil we wor~ following• TheN were no defined 
highways in that section of thL· Stute r.t that time. Sor"" after ste:.rting 
out I begun hnvinG cr&mps in my stomach. They 1ncrens-..'d in frequen~y ~r-d 
intensity uhtil I could no longer trust mysolf to drive th~ mules. 
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They would run awuy on th1;; 
unhitched, unharnessed and 
in the sh ade of the vmgon. 
excrucinting ston~ch pa.ins. 

slii_7ltest provocution. About mid-~fternoon, I 
staked the rules out to yuze and i took shelter 
For t:bout thrl;e hours I suffere;d the rnost 

Vfuen tht:l r.en did not 1•ind 1,1e nt our dcisigno.ted carap sita thut evening they 
took up th~ buck truil, but did not re~ch mu until bfter niGht full. I was 
still suffering from er-amps und so weak I could ht.rely ruisu 1,1y heed. All 
Wt:)T6 much concerned e.bou t my condition. i·,t> wcrt• md Lo s fron cmy t own or source 
of medical supplies. However , t4r~e of th€: boys sturtt;d in as many dirt::ctions 
to r-snch hcus e s indicuted by lights thu t could be seen, hoping to find sona­ 
thing that 1:,ight i.;ivt. me relief. In the mearrbdrae Built:y pr-epar-od a hot · 
whiskey concoction tht.t I could not swullow. In t:. bout un hour F. G. ;.aller 
returned with~ smnll ?Ottl~ of soothing syrup, of which I took o. liberal 
swullow. It was po.st ten o'clock by this time, I soon ft:lll as Le ep and 
slept soundly until daybr~uke I firmly beleive trai.t I lu.id ~n utt~ck of 
ptomaine poisoning. I h~ve nover since been uble to stund the smell or t&s,e 
of Van Camp's Pork nnc Beuns~ nor ht.ve I ever before or since suffered such 
excruciutinG pains ns I did on thnt afternoon und evening. 

Although still vt::ry weuk when I awoke, I got up o.nd prepnred brenkfo.st for 
our party. Kellogg knew tho.t I wo.s in no condition to po rf'orm my usue.l work, 
however we were camped on n dry hillside, v:ithout wuter for ourselves or our 
team and mounts so we broke enmp and noved on about five miles to tht:: eamp 
site I vms suppos~d to rt::nch the evening bt:forc. We set up our tents o.nd 
nade oorap for ovt:r Sunday. Af'ttlr prepurinb lunch I l~y down and slept o.11 
nfternoon. 

Comments on the per-sonne l or' the pLrty are in order. Every u.1.n in the po.rty 
wus o. gentler.x.n from the soles of his shoes up. Every 1:itm WHS u perfect 
spec iman of manhood , physicully and norully. Bliiky wns _the only mun in tht:: 
p!..rty thc.t curri1:::d o. botth of whiskey with hie per s onr.I effects. but I 
never knew of hiu indulging in u drink. I never knew of tJ. singlemc.n ever 
loosing his temper during the entiri;, seuson. · Uot one o1' the Ll8ll evor kiddod 
mt; or Cl.I.St a re::f'lection regt..rding :r:1y position (cook und tec.nster). I believe 
t:very mo.n in the p:..irty rtlgt..rdtid :me c.s tht1ir t:iquul in Most lines, &nd reudily 
granted tht. t I wns their superior in botunicul lines. which wns proven on 
two distinct instr.nces. There W!.!S consideri::.blc rivo.lry in identifying 
unusuo.l specit:s of trt1es t.nd shrubs und it wo.s coru,.on pro.ct ice for tht; men 
to bring spec:unens into canp to be exhibited und discuss~d nnd indentified 
if possible. I hE,.d & copy of Grny's Fiold Botuny in my belongini;s tho.t wus 
consulted when necessnry. 

On one ocension one of tht. men brought in t:l section of a st1n;1 of n shrub he 
had found. It wus perfectly straight tJ.nd cut to th~ ?rOpt!r length for a 
cone or walkinb stick. Bo chulltmged any of us to identify its species. 
It went the rounds of the p&rty without being rticognized, I asked for n 
second look &tit, on closer ext..r."ination I recognized it. 1md asked the 
exhibitor wh~t he hud done with the thorns he h£,d cut ott. Be ~sked what 
thorns I referr~d to. Uy reply wns. nthe stipulnr thorns you cut off." 
His reply wns. ''Viall tell thet'l wht.t it is~" It wtlS n wild rose stem. The 
sn1rie man on another occnsion brought 1n nn unusutil leflf nnd chnllengod us 
to identify it. It went through the h&nds of ti.ll tht:: others, I was cooking 
supper at t_he tine, but 'WEIS also listenint; to the convt:lrsation ot tho r,~-~t-• 
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I hear-d Fo Ge Ii:iller say, "refer it to Scott, he will tell you whub jt is" .. 
'\'{hen presented to me , I did not a s Much as tuke it in my hand., I r-eccgn l eed 
it Elt a ghmce, and sEa.id, "if the exhibitor ce Lf s thr..t a leaf, I have J.it-:J.e 
respect for his knowledge of' Botany". It was n teminnl Leuf'Leb of n ro.nk 
growing sprout from an Ash stump, und wu s fully tr,ree or t'our ti.r::es the size 
or an ordine.ry leea.flet of' the species. AftE,r thi.;t Baker' neve r 1,utih,ted a 
spocimnn tru.t ho brought in for induntifiCE.tion. 

Every man in the parcy apprt:icfot1:::d the: handicaps under wii'ich I pr-epc r-ed our 
men Ls , Thu snce t iron stove w..s only !:i dt;;bree or two better tm.n on un open 
fire o Our fuel was just whut I could ~ thor be'twe en raeu l s ~ Sone t Imcs we 
had dry wood s.nd soutitimE; s wt did not, I cooked mcr-e neu l s over o. fire of 
cow chips, tnan of ri.ny other kind of f'ue l , l'u1tn tht: supply wu s ubundarrt , I 
would cuther up two or thrui i;unny sucks full of t.hen und cE.:.rry tht;m in th£> 
'r;ruin bin in the WuGon to use in un br.t:1r{;t,;ncy. VJc experienced s ome rainy 
,duys dur Ing t.he seus on and the:: cow chips in the wn5on was tht; on ly dry fuel 
uvuiluble:. 

A difficulty the.t I experienced WE::.S th~t of cooking und serYing u r:eHl on 
re:.iny duy s , They were usuully short and sdmp l.e , o ons i s t Inj; of br-eud und 
bu't t.e r , canned fruit, and coffee served in the tents. \'.:here thb gc-ing vms 
good our fuvorite mou.l wus br1kt:d pot~tocs, prino rib roE<st, bro-;rn grnvcy, 
brer:.d und buttLr, n choice of ci,.nned fruits, and coffee. Eggs wore: ulso a 
favc-rite item in our r.ienu e.nd were usuully uvniluble lit o.ny rflnch or farm 
!!CJuse nlonG our route. Duri11g the follov:ini; winter in 'hushir.gton when I 
wculd n·.~et one of the r:,en of our purty., his 6reeting would be. 

11i1oll, Scott, 
:!.t..t m~ know when you o.re E;Oini; to serve rof.i.st beof, imkcd pothtoes tind coffee 
r...nc r 11 conCJ o,,er". 

( - 
E, ~,,:-,, rru...n in the party vms hlwoys willinc to give the cook ond tuunstor El 
hf·,J.:i•i:.1;; hi...nd whE;n it was nt:edt;ld. One norning our route requirc;d crossing 
the J-'lotte River. I wv.s considerubly concornt:d ubout ho,v t1w mules would 
bchA'.-''- if we wore to tmcountor sor:.e soft so.nd. I nudt:i it o point to ru.ve a 
p:. j Vi::.to :i.:-.tervh:w 'l'li th Kellogg tmd cnlh:d his li.ttention 'to tho pri:;diclnf:nt 
v:-J ~'L'U) d t>e in i:::' wu shouh: uncounttir et drift of sort st.nd. Ht: usked for 
1•.•r '>elution 01' the problen. I told hin I vra.ntod tht: six n~n on horsebuck 
·;o ns:L:iJ pull the w:.:;on. E",ch r..un could tuk1.; his picket rope. fhtten l ne 
1,:;d to t.ht: wu6on tnnc,ue nnd ti1<:; other to his so.ddlt:1 !lorn t;nd by oll pulling 
'tog"th(;)r wu could probcbly cut throui:;h vd thout difficulty. Ti.is wus n w··i::• 
s~unt for tho ridt.:.·s, out the? rccoi.;nizlid tht.: probltr; v,c wt.:rc up U£ui!!S!. 
rind uprirovt.:d tht- plun. Tht- rivt:ir vms ruru1ini; o full flov, of w-.tcr und th.€J 
crossinG wus not rnt.rkod, o:r.ctlptinG by the truil lobdini; in l.,.t or.u side und 
cut _SOL;€, little, disthr.ce upstrt:ttr.l on the othur sidu. Tho cht.1.nnul wcs probflbly 
l50- or 200 yurds in v:ic:th. At my SUi;._;cstion., Kdlog~ rode t..cross und th,;;n 
oi:,r.w buck to le!:c the. wt~, for tht: wugon. The crossini; w1.s n...dc: without e:ny 
trouble und uvery ow,i wc.s delightod. It wus ruudily r.dmi tted thc.t th:c.: old 
cow ponies know moru obout pullinc; fron the Sf,ddlo horns thnn thE: riders 
knev: about it. 'fio resorted to the sw-.10 tuctioi:; wlwn re-crossinc thL river 
la.tor., tmd e.lso 1'!hen we cn~o1mtert;;d so:, t si;~,d in tht- Hills. 

Vilhcn brct.king cmnp., Kclloi;r;, usUE;.lly dusic;nated ont) or two of th.t: uc;n to 
help tt:tb~ down the t.:::.~ts c.nd to loud the vmc;on with equip!111:1nt b~ ore lc!:Ving 
for the deys tr1.;;k. On tht !londay 1.1ornil!{; thr,t wo wun 1>rcttkin0 ~p on 
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Willow Island, Bailey wn s assigned to t he duty of he Ip i n.; me , The proceeding 
duy had been unmercifully hot and we hud r-e sor-t ed to nbout anything '\'!C could 
think of to rake ourselves confortr1ble. Wti had stnked our camp r,;,ther lute 
Saturda.y evening. S1-1turday had been hot and the men wer-e tired c.nd hungry. 
I propnred supper rcther hurridly und fuil~d to rem~nber to tuk(;; &. nest of 
pans out of the oven bef'or-e firing up. lihen I did to.kt: thut'l out they wore 
reully hot, and I set them QSide without sepnrntinb tht.m1. I hud no occnsion 
to use them on Sunduy, and they s&t out in the pluzinc sun, ~11 duy. 

Monduy mor-nfng when Bniley was helping me , h« picked up the nost of pans 
and saw that the soldt::r on some of thora hud me I ted and hn d n dher-e d to others. 
He 11:t one, "Yep,• nt the top 01' his vo i ce , c:.rni caI Ied , "Scott, By-gorry, 
(his fuvorito s Iang word) look here, it wn s so hot ycs t.er-duy it ne l t ed the 
solder and these pans ar e stuck toi;£tht1r" • I dr-oppud my work und rushed 
over to hin to sec the; phcnor.ienon. I H{;roe,d it wus blistt:lring hot yt::stf;;rduy, 
but never dr eamed it would Jnelt the solder. Yvhon ar ound the supper tt1ble that 
evening, Bniley hud the sto.y of tho duy. Of course I confimed the ft.a.ct 
the solder hud melted e nd th!; t the puns wer-e stuck togt:ther. I gave the 
other me.n the fucts of tht; c:, se k ter. fihen the si ttini.; was rii;ht in Y:ush­ 
ington the following winttr, some of us would tell how hot it wn s in Nebr-a ska 
l&st su1.!Iller, in Bo.ily's presence r:.nd he would invuriubly tell th~ story of 
th1a solder rn<:1lting and sticking the bake puns tog1:;ther. He believed it to 
be o. foot throughtout his life. 

We ho.d not been on the road very tnr:.ny duys befortl tht:: natter of shaves and 
huircuts becune a problem. On £1 i25.00 per nont.h su.lt..r:, it wus &..n item. 
We o.11 hr.d sol"ltl personc.i.l pride nnu Wt, did not relish th1:: ideu of goinc to 
o. bnrber shop in our cunp gnrb for u huir cut. F. G. hliller, Bf\ker, nnd 
Ho.tton solved tho sh&vinG problt,J11 iJ~, r:.llo~·•inb their bcurds m:d 1,~ustr1ches to 
grow. Tho r1:1st of us could -not sto.nd it tor nore then u week v.rithout t.,. sho.vti. 
I shnvt:d myself und I believe Kellor;g, L. c. l~iller und Bo.ile:r did likt::wise. 
During tl. ht-.drcut discussion one duy I volunte1:1red the infonat:.tion tlu.:.t I 
hod been our fwnily barber for several yet..rs and hEid kt.pt my futhcr ttnd thrte 
brothers out of the dochoust durini; that time, und thut if the Group would 
chip in o.nd buy a. comb IUld shoo.rs, I would keep their huir tri.n: 1ed, if they 
would sit still to lt::t me cut it. The cor:ib end sheurs were forth coning. 
L. c. i\·iiller wc.is rry first de1.,onstretion. It took plnce on u hot Sundo.y 
forenoon. It wus too hot to sit bc.reheE.dod in th1; blElzing sun. The only 
she.de we could find wus under n WHgon bridgv &cross n sn.i.ll strt,ru!: of w~ter. 
The bridbt: just spo.nntid the chnnn1:l, nnd the wuter v.-us 1'rc.m c.bout si,:: inches 
to two feet in depth. Euch of us rolkd our pnnt:; lec;s up &s hish !iS we 
could get them. Miller securtJd nn enpty wooden box for o. stHi.t. It wns 
difficult to find o footing for it to set on. If he easud up to ehnnge his 
position, the box floated i'rou beneuth hir.i. 

In spite of the: hnndioe.ps his hnir wus cut. The cut WhS hourtily approve'1 
by ec:ch rr.embe,·e of tht:1 purty. Fron thfit dc.y on there wus scurely n hunduy· 
but who.t I cut htdr for ono or two of th~ Inon, but nt1ver before or since 
hnve I cut htdr stnndins in wntor knee deep. 

The St;jL<son' s work wus thoroughly e11joyed t, . ., tivery nember of our pE.rty. Bone 
of the nt:;n ro~lly wondered whnt it would leod up to. Others ft:1lt secure 
bscuuse it wt.s giving them a toe hold that would ultil.ittely le·.d :to samethint:; 

( 
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• worthwhile. But c..t the best thor(I wer-e some dull drub clc.ys t.n d we neoded 
some stimulunts to keep up our spirits. Sunduys were our worst dc.:.ys to live 
throueh; o.nd we uclopted ~ pructice of ~oininG inn song service to enliven 
our spirits. Bnker, Hatton nnd F. G. !Iill~r ood VtJry good voices. Bo.leer 
had StmG in choires and Glee clubs for c. numbe r of yeurs. The rest of us 
could c&rry timos c.i'tor o. feishion. We usua Ll.y sturted out by singing 
colleGe songs and southern me Lod i es with which we were 1.111 frunilit.r, nnd 
ended up by sinGinc ~11 the Gospel Hymns uny one would suggest. Aftor a 
few rbhersols we would not huve tE:tken c.:. buck sent for o.ny Burber Shop 
Quartet,. '·' 

Hntton proved to be tht; tender hearted one of the; group. Vihen vt« happened 
to tune ·~':> oh the right, or perhnps I should suy the wr ong love song. Hutton 
would vri·-~11:ruw to his tent and have a t,;ood cry. He never objected to the 
rest of us sinr,ing cmy:bhing we cared to, but the stress we put into senti­ 
merrtu I songs was raor e thnn he could bur-e , and he e lwuys felt re lei ved uftor 
huvinc u good cry. 

(_ 

I think nll of us wero corresponding with r~vorite girls, but Bnker and 
Hntton wore the outstanding ci:.ses. Boker wroto n letter to his ll.dy friend 
every dr.y, r;;gt.:.rdless of wind,. weei.ther, or the work c:t hand , Usuully he 
wrote u.rter the rest of us hs.d gone to bed. Hutton did not write so often, 
but if he did not receive n lotter from his ludy friend the d~y he wns 
expecting it he would go to bed sobbing that niGht. 

The Chief (.)f our purty •~s r.. f;OOd frionci of llr. and lirs. J. B. Brown durine; 
college dnys, );r. Brown wc s t.t this time Suporintondont of the Pine Ridr;e 
Indian Ar;f:!ncy. Vihon we wer e in the vicinity of Crawford, Kolloi;r; rode o~.· 
to spend n Sunday with l~r. and llrs. Brown. Re reached the i.Eency 1£.te Sut .. 
urdny nfternoon. The entrance cc-te wus closed nnd lockdd. KtlloGc dis­ 
mounted climbed over the cc, te and proceeclod to the Brown hone. An In<lia.n 
f:Uurd took hin in tow nnd looked him. up for in.fruction of the rules of t}· .. 
Agency. Kellogg did his best to explnin his mission, but rules were rules 
with the Indiuns, nnd Kello~G served time in the lock-up until l~te thnt 
night, when th~ Brown's crune home. But to confona to tho rules u 50, fine 
'WQS pt.id, KellosG did not enjoy such a. reception, but th~ rest of our pnrty 
~greed it wns the best joke of the entire seuson, 

I often lnugh nt a foolish stunt tho.t I pulled off one nrternoor. vrhon we 
were in camp in the h:lls south of Gerinb, nukinc ~~ intons1v~ study of the 
rate of Growth of the Ponderoso pine in th~t cor.u:nmity. I ho~ ofton heard 
of the rip-rocring fires thnt pitch pine knots me.de, On the t • .rtcrnoon in 
question, I hod decided it wns timo to haven pitch.pine knot ct:Ji1p fire. I 
took 11,ll a~ fl?ld went up int.o the hills, nnd found u dr:-, pitch pine tree trunk 
.trinw on the Ground. I cut the limbs off up tc the desired :pcint on the 
truri.k, then cut the top or the tree off~ I returntJd to cwnp, hnrnessed Lula, 
our little mealy nosed obliging mule, picked up n ohain fl?ld tcok ~ sinGle­ 
tree off the wc.gon and Stflrted for tht pitch pine log. L_u.l~didn•t under~t&nd 
just whc.t was boing on. She did not wunt to lenve MyPtlo. h~r'nirl·te, or the 
eo.ddle horses that we~e all on picket ropes neo.r by~ However, nf'ter consid­ 
ero.ble persunsion we got to the log. Myrtle ri.nd the suddle horses were within 
elenr view nbout ¼ of n mUe distc.nt t.nd between 300 nnd 4-00 .ft1et below us 
in eloVE,tion. While I wo.s putting tht; ch~in on tho log, Lulu lt.:t out u brny. 
She r;ot no respor1se, but Jcept her eyes on th~ croup of borses El.nr. her mnt.e.' 

~1- 
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1f111t:n I turned hor to th<.: ri t;ht pla.cu to hook the tugs into the; sinr;lotruo., 
she s t eppod around 1nost knowingly and oL>liGini;l:-t und · st.ood p0rfectly still 
until I took up tht:i hitch ruin, and sa.1.d "Now Lu Iu we ur-e goinc; hor,e with 
the log". She s bepped rii,)lt up vory oblic;ingly, when she heur-d a noise 
behind her, Looked ov~r tht:. blinds of }lfJ r bridle and saw the lot; moving. 
She rondo a de sh and jerktid the hitch.· ruinc out of tiy ho.nds, and werrt down 
th~ hill on the deo.d run with the 10 lor 12 foot loG rollin~ und uouncing 
behd.nd her, I had visions or her r-unnfng throuGh the herd_ of hor scs , drag­ 
gint; the Log behind her and cetting the horses ell tungle<f ·up in picket 
ropes. To my crc1, t supriso, whon sh~ cru:ic to the first horse sht: stopped, 
stulk still) an d did not move o.nothor step until I wo.lkod down and unhitched 
ho r-, I carried sever-a I armfuls of pitch pine wood the r-ernrd ndcr- of t he Wli.Y 
into cowp, ~nd we hnd ~ cnmp firu that night thL.t brouGht ch6er to our hoarts. 

This incident recalls another tb&t occurrod ubout the SOJ,,e tir.w, I had driven 
ove r to Scotts Bluff for camp supplies, It was a cool t.ft<.:rnoon and tho mul.es 
wer~ foeliLb frisky. VJ-ion coming down grude to the PlEitto River bridgo on 
our w1.:,.y out to eanp , Luln h;t out a. squu L, whipp1;;d her tt..il nround in a 
circle, kicked up h€Jr heels and start6d r-unrring , nyrtlo took the cue and 
they wer-e off to tho races. I nade no uffort ~o stop then, the r-o ad was 
clec1r ahcad , After running loss thhn n half tdle, the;v b(;{;(ln to slacken their 
sp0cd. 

I considered it a good tirie to i;ivt; them £.11 the runrrin]; they warrbed , I 
npp l Led tho per-suader-, wo crossed tht: Plntto Ri vcr bridge· c.md into Gering 
ut c. doc.d run. I pr1:1sumo thost: who sew us thr. t dny, thought thuy were sec,ing 
a run-u?my. 

(_. 
At th.:; ti:no our party wns disbundod r.t Broken Bow. it wus decided thi,t one 
of our old sc.ddle horsos was not worth whnt ht;r winter's feed bill would 
OJT!ount to. Sh1.; wi.,.s L;ivcn to a locc.l boy who pror,ised to to.kc goo:i cure of 
ht.r. Sone two yt;ars ltitor, in a check-up in the 1{ushinGton Office, tia .. roan 
rn~ro wus found to be rnissinG on our proporty lists, und I was cullod upon ~ 
to bivc un &ccountinb Eor her. The rucords of tho property list hud to bo { 
clt)t.rud. Condor.m.i.tion bh.1nks Wt.re sent to r.1.J. I was roquirud to c.ppoint an JI 
v.ppraist,l coLni ttce to appr1:1.isu the vuluo of tlw cmi:-,e.l, und th(;n ndv0rtis~ 
hur to th~ highest bider• for cri. sh in b• . .md. All of which I did without get- 
tinG out of my office ch.air. This purfoZT.1Ei.nce was repented ut loaRt three 
or lour yonrs, bc.:fore the r::i.,.ttor wus disposed of'. I ntiver succcdod in getting; 
n bid for her. 

Two of tho s~ddle horsus must hnvo died durinG tho winter of 1901-2. 

I f'ell huir to only thrvu of thorn nnd tho !T!Ulc teur:i when L. C. l,lil1cr t.nd 
I orgnnizod tho 1902 survoying pr...rty, ThbSt.: five continued to do dutv t-..s 
lone; i..s I WLIS in churgc Ht Halsey, which wus until Dcconber 31, 1907. 

( 

CHhS. ~. SCOTT, 
Cook und Teanstoir, tor tho 
1901 Roconnnj "l~"..,cri P°:;J.r,y 

~ll dntus in above story were tuken from my 1901 diary, still in my pos~ee­ 
sion. Janunry 11, 1951. 


