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President Roosevolt up?rovod th~ ruport of th~ Reconriuissunce Survoy Porty 
on the Sand Hill Project, und in F1.:bruc.ry 1902 issut:tl «.. Pr oc lurt, tion cre1,.tir1g 
throe For-e s t Rt:st.rvutions in the. Sund Hill R1:1i;iun 01' Nebn.sku~ Thosl- , ,,~e 
known r1:1spectivoly u s tht.: Disuo.l Rivur, tho Uiobrc..ru unc: tht; ?forth Plutte 
Forest Roservr.tions. ,_, 

Prior to the: Lssucn ce of thE. Proclr.r.ir.tion, 1Ir. Hc.11 culled n«- to his office 
for u conference, Tho result wus, I uGrbed to c.ccupt nn ussiGn::tont to an­ 
other sunner-! 8 work in Nt:broskn. · 

Tho p lun -m.s, t. c. Hiller wus schodul~d to sur-vey the; boundary of the 
Disn(.l River Reserve. I wns to be his ht.ndy men and ht,;lp him in t;;V1:,;rywoy 
I could until such time as we could Locubc n desiri.ble Nursery site. I 
wc.s th1;;n to ?ri thdr.t.w fror:1 the Survey purty and bu gin the deve I opnenb of the 
propcaed n·ursery. 

In the mean tin1e Eillt.r c.nd I were scheduke d to nAsist z. L. Bliss in secur­ 
ing duta on th~ growth of C&t1,.lp~ trees in the "Yaci;y Plontution", ~c.r 
Hutchinson. Knnso.s. 

v;e three lE";ft l.jc.shinr;ton on IIar-ch 14, sperrt aboub c. norrch nt Hutchinson 
rnoking crowth studies of th~ Cutc.lpo.s. 

l~illt,;r c.nd I wure schuduled to uako o. reproduction survey of the Ponder-osa 
pine in the Bbi.ck Bills of South Dukota witil tho see son wt.rr.1ed up in Nebr. 
1i:e E.rrived in Ler:.d on ,~ny 2, nn d sperrt n norrth coing over the Bills on foot~ 
f,~ found plenty of s1.1udliug pihes fron 2 .. 3 yt1t..rs old und upwnrds on the 
out over o.rens that hud been protectud frou fire. on burned over t..reus thore 
wus no roproductiun. 

\mile tii:.tini; our lunch on the "?Jeno Burn", one nioti WELn,1 duy, Hillor cskt,d 
n~ how I -rould proce~d •rith the job, if it we;rti siven :ce, to rttforest the 
entiro trbct of suverbl thousand ~crcs. I !u.d o. plun quit~ well in uind 
nnd outlindd u method by which pine B6ed could bti sown on freshly fallen 
snow, from horstlbuok. Thnt M.s u~fore thtt doys of pluntts. I believe the 
plun wns reported down the lina to Secrtitt,ry of i .. briculture, 1;nson, for, 
o.doption. Four yeo.rs J.E. tar I wus stmt to the Black Hills to secure tL ton 
of pine se~d for exp~rirtentnl seedinG of the Burn. It wr.s sown the follow­ 
ing yenr El?ic n wonderfully fi1T., stE.nd of seedlint;s w::i.s securtid. I saw this 
nreu ~i;ain in 1936 covered with a dense stnnd of eeplinb pines 20 feet nnd 
over in height.· 

On June 2, -1902, \tiller and I reported t.t Keurney. Nebni.skn to renssernble 
the tea~ of nules, saddle horses end copp equipnent thnt Botton bnd I, of 
the Reconnoissunce Survey pc.rty of 1901. had le1't thcr& for keep lll'lrl storuge. 

On June 6, · Joe Thornberry, our new ccok r.nd tewnstor, tt.nd I stnrted overb.nd 
for the Dhm£,.l River Ruserve. ?iiller CD.lilt: by trt1in un,1 l!,et us llt Dunnin!!, O".'l 

our o.rrivo.1, June 13. · 
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ltt.,~ t::f 'd,-~:,~l-lcs up tht Middle Loup River from Dunn ing, ~ 
::.~.1.E· ~oyel· n:.;mr-::.'t.::~d r&sidenc~. lit, cc l Led on Jiir. Boyer c..nc found him wi:.1- 
ing ·t;o give us such infornation as he could. He udvised us to contnct 11:-. 
John }Inndevi:le; un old timer whn krww evury hill and blowout in the; conmurd ty. 
He hod the reput,.tion 0£ being the only mun who could go into the hills tlnd 
bring home tJ deer. I lllf,t Ur~ HEindeville in Dunn Inj; and ~t,o.ged h Im to ride 
the hills with t!IO the .following ?:ondb.y, Juno 15. During thc1 duys ride ho 
took ~e to some 10 or 12 known Gov1;;rnment corners nnd ~uvt mo their l~gnl 
description. The furthest west corner he showed me W.,'.S o~ the knoll only 
n f~w rods south of the Ed Sunds rnnch house, l nilo due west of Helsey. 

During tho duy's ride I introduced the subject, of d(;or on two or three 
occas i.ons , Mr. lillndcvillt: Whs .ro.ther rcluctnnt to trllk nbout; deer. Hoiiever, 
when I o.sked about tho probo.ble nunber' tht~t ranged in the hills, ho a s sur-ed 
me he knew of 2, ti d oe and l'.l fo.wn, but theru 1nit:;ht be 3. He had seen o. 
your.;; ~Cl.iJ" lr:tor th... t he thouL11t to t .: ti-t: Ir.r ge .for tho fcwr1 h-., l.11. d seen 
e-:.irlh:r _i:_ tho Stti,son. · 

(· ... 

I ~c.ve hin quite o. lecture on tho shnrrio und pity it would btt to kill the 
lust deer in the hills. Thct, if they were protected for u few yeurs, they 
would increcse in nunbers, to thtt point where thtty woulcl be coruaon , r.nd an 
nsset to tht community. He did not respond enthusiusticelly to th!...t line 
of urbu.~ent. Befor~ we droppvd thtt subject for the duy, I stretched the, 
truth a. trifle, end enid, tbl.lt us n Forost Runcer, one of my duties wus to 
protc,ct 'l\~ild Life1111 within tho Reserve. I wti.s not c. Forest Ranger, but 
tht.t titltt mennt moro to thtt public thnn "Forttst Student hSsistunt". In 
ns much us I WL.s to h.£.ve cbl:.rge of thtt dttvblopnent of the proj~ct, the 
protoction of l'iild tifb cw,10 under ny jurisdiction. 

Tho.t eveninc when I paid Ur. i!undeville for his servicos, he extended ne 
his hand nnd 1uid, "ltr. Scott, if you will soe to it thnt no ontt else 
shoots a deer within the Reserve, I'll Give you my word of honor tho.t I 
will help you protect them, nnd thnt I will not shoot unother until they 
ar-e plentiful•• I fll'l sure he i:ept his word. I never henrd of tmotht:tr deer 
being shot on the Forest Reserve until th~ deer huntin~ op~n seuson of 1945. 
The .first time in the history of the State thc.t thure ever w~s nn open 
seuson on deer in Ncbmsku. 

r.hen protected from hunters, the deer popul&tion on tile Reservution incrensed 
rapidly. By 1945 it wns csticuted thnt ~ ro were hubdrt1d4' of nn1mnls romnini; 
the N~tionul Forest. They were n menace in the nursery. It was deemed nec­ 
essnry to reduce their numbers. An open season wns decl~r~d in the fnll of 
19,45. Five hundred hunting p~n1its Wtlre sold. Bunters cUDe to Hnlsey from 
fnr nnd neE.r for the three days of open se~son. By offici.Ea.l oount, '68 deer 
were shot ~nd tllken homEa by th1;; hunters. 

During the 6 yer.rs I spent on this project, I suw but one deer, t1 beoutiful 
7 or 8 pronged buck. llr. l:ill Black c.r1d I rnised 1 t in the brush, nenr the 
Black rcmch hane on the DiBtlr,l River, in 1905 or 6. 
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('-·. June 19, v;~::.l'lco ~, Et.◄Jch~~nscn joined our p~r·ty. cordn[; dirtlct from tha 
Yale School of Forestry, N~w Huven, Connecticut, 

On the f'ollowine morn ing, June 20, Uiller, Hutchinson und I be gun the survey 
of thE:i boundary of the Disoal River Forest Re ser-ve , It W6S ft 3 nun survey 
crew. Vie rode out on ho cs ebu ck euch morning, cftrryini; t:tie ncc es se ry t;:quip­ 
merrb and oun lunches. Upon r enchtng the point where we wer e to begin work, 
"Ile would pick1::1t our horses and proceed on foot. !,!iller wa s th1:1 ccnpas s man , 
and "i'.'US nlw&.ys th"" l&st mr.n to Leuve the strirting point. It was his duty 
to bring up the snddle horses und equipm~nt to the next locution. In this 
way we kept· our mourrt s E.lnd equipment within cosy r-euch , 

Our CD.I:lp WUIS moved from ti.mt. to tine as our survey udvuncud und fnvorr.ble 
e&mp sites locnted. 

On June 21. 1902, whil~ in cc.~p neur tht.. Boyor residence there wt.s u henvy 
white frost thf.lt killed all ttinder vec;t..tt.tion. On tlds eune dcite we moved 
our enmp to n Loci tion l½ nLihs west of Hu Is ey , lll'!d locuted it on the present 
loco.tion of the Bessey Nwser.,. 

On JWle 25,. we moved cemp to e site uboub 3 miles eust of Tht..'dfc.,rd, on the 
north side of the River &nd ~lso tho north side of the Burlincton Rnilwuy 
truck. This locution wus ·well in advance of our survey, n nd we occupied 
it until the p..rty vn..s divided on July 12. lir.1e H. l,Ir.tst, J. c.· Blumer, H. 
D. Scudder, and R. v. Reynolds joined our pc.:rty whil~ crunpdd here. The 
selection of th£ Nursery sito wr..s nlso mud~ whilo locut~d here. It required 
n trip to the U. s. Lund Office in Br oken Bow to dett:irniino tht:i ovmership 
of too site I ht.Id chosen for the ?-Jurstlry. Hillor mude tht; trip by rnil, 
nnd found thnt the sit~ ht.d b6en filed upon for Hooestend Entry some yeurs, 
prior, but the clo.m had never been porfected, e.nd th.o.t e.t tht:t time it wns 
listed as public Innd open to home s'tead f'ilini;. Uiller and I believed there 
was but one thinG to do, nnd th&t wns to t&ke possession of the sit~ under 
the pretext that it wt,s n portion of the Reservation. 

On July 12, we divided the pnrty, itiller, Hutchinson, Scudder &.nd Reynolds 
continued with the survey, while Hnst, BlUI!ler and I prepared a supply 2 X 2 
X 24 inch sthkes, carved tht legal descriptions of the survey corners we 
ho.d established and followed buck over the· s ur-vuyed line and set theti. These 
were tt.mpornry pine stakes but they served the ira.-edie.te needs.- 

Miller and I took the local trc.in to Halsey, Sund&y rnorninb, July 13, to 
loqk over tht proposed Nursery site befortl mEtkint,; e finnl move.- After a 
thoroui;h going over, we concluded thnt it wus by f~r the most desirnble and 
convenient site avniluble, nnd Mlirle our decision final. J:iller returnud 
to Thedford on the evening trfiin. I remo.inod in i:lnlsey. 

On Honday Morning, July 14, tiast ti.nd Blumor ct.r.:e down tror. Thedford on the 
tro.in with u tent, cots o.nd buG(;o.ge. 

A carlond or 8 f'oot Cedflr posts arrived 1n lialsey tho.t rnorninc, billed to 
us from soJ'.le point in VirGinia. I hired a loc&.l t·1an with te&a and Trugon 
to unloo.d thti postlS nnd h.o.ul them £.cross the River to n point where I 
thought ~6Y would be safer thnn in a piie in the rnilroad ~rd. 
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•foe same man hcu l.e d our te:-i.t; cots and lui_;e;o.ge to the nursery site, where 
we set up camp •. i,e stoppe·l nt the Ed Sand : s r-anch heu dque r-ber s on our Vlf.l.Y 
out, end ran de o.rrcncer,"E::nts v:i th !irs, HcNichol to board the thrt:ie f us. 
Mrs, rcNichol WLS A. gc.,cd cook c.nd we fr.red well while bot1rdini; with her, 

,·:e had kept the l'ioshington Office fully infon:.,tid of our uctivities •. All 
went well until I recoived n telet;rLm frot, the office tellint, IuE: to ceuse 
all ope r-e.td ons on the nursery sit{; hntil it could be withdrE..wn fror, home­ 
steud ontry und be proch..imed u pt.rt of the Forest Reservi.'tion, 1ie f'o I l.owed 
instructions, Ht:: ceused {;rubbinb out brush, but Wu did peel tht, cLrload 
of Codr.r posts, 

On Aug.ust 18• we received t. tefoi;rm,1 fror-1 1"~cshinton instructin1; us to pro­ 
ceed with tht, nursery work.'. By ordor of President Ruosvvalt tht.. 80 o.cre 
tn.ct wo had selected for the nursory site hud been vdthdrcwn from Home­ 
ste~d Entry und hud been incorporuted us purt of the Forest Reservution. 

In ~he menntime the surveying pcrty had complot~d the survey of the boundury 
of the Rus er-ve and had set up cs.mp ndjoinging ours. Thu surveying crew thon 
pitched in end helped {;rub out the brush, e Leur the sito of rc.,ots o.nd level 
the ground ns well &s possible with thti equi:µ:1ent nt our disposul. u ho.rrow 
and garden rakes , The posts were Stit and tho 2 X 4 strini:;ers nud Le d in pl&ce 
to carry the over-head sluttin1; for ½ shade. 
On August 21, :.tiller took th;, tr,,in for Crnwforcl. Nebr-u skn to invt.:stiE;nte 
the pint> seed crop in the Pine Ridgti region, rlnst to,,k the SE..t1e truin, to 
.t..llinncti, bended for Guer-nsey , Hyor:iing to inv0stigutc the r-edcedar- seed 
crop e.Long the ?Jorth Plc..tte River country. 

?t.iller returned from his Pine Ridge trip on Aui;ust 31, und Lo.st returned 
on September 5. Euch reported findinc u coodly supply of se~d in the re­ 
spective recions investigated,. 

On September 8, H. D• Scudder torminE.ted his services with the Bureau nnd 
returned to Illinois to r-esune his studies in the University. 

Dr. Chus. E. Bessey or the University or Nebruskc.. came in on the morning 
tro.in, September 8, spent the duy lookinG over the nursery site ~nd the 
surrounding hills. He und J.Liller took a two days drive out throuGh the h~J 1 s, 
returninb on tht; tlfternoon of SepteMber 10. Ht:l wus Vef"Y enthusii:.stic t..bout 
our project. This wt.s my introduction to Dr. Bessey •. Our friendship con­ 
tinued throUt;hout his lif'e time. 

Mr. c. c. l.;rii;ht or Thedford ci.ue to our oomp on September 9. t..nd informe~ 
us thut he hc..d been nwurded the contruct to build t. stornge housE' for us •. 
~tuyed overnight. returned to Thedford on the rnorninc train. .il.S soon as 
building muterinls could bo ussemblotl he wo.s bnck ht work. Howe7er, the 
buildinG wc.s not completed until sonetime in Junuury 1903, We livod in 
tents until we coved into the new buildinc nnd had sooo novel experiences 
keeping we.rr.,.. ~iy t:;r~atestdif!'icnlty v,i:..s keepin~ 1VB.rm in bed, I m.s too 
lorig for the cots. and the cots were not wide enouch to permit me to lie 
doubled up, I solved the problet1 nt the risk of my li1'e. I dub o hole under 
~he foot of my cot c.nd set u ligtted lnntren in it ct bedtiL,~. l slopt r.:,m.. 
fortobly from thot date os lone as we occupied the tents, 

( -4- 

--•------ --- • ,---•--~-•-••-----r• .. ..-- • -- ---~.__.. . ._,_,.,...,_.r-,·-~--~....,.,..--,•~ .._... 



-- -· --------- ·-------··--------------~----. --·-- ···--··--·-··· ···---·-··- ·-·· 

0 ., ·• 

(· 

Hu.a;~J.!.nson ).ef't us \JC.. r.ep-';en~,er 20, to r-esume his stuc.l:i P~ ir. tne f:;.l,,. S:-r.:>ol 
of· !-\: .. r e s t:.-y o 

On September 23, ltr, Hall visited our camp for the first tiL1e. He spent 
the forenoon inspectin& the nursery site and the work we had done to date. 

After lunch we soddled the riding horses nnd rode over to the Dii:;nal River. 
w~ stopped at e hnchelors co.bin, for the nii;ht, found no one nt hone. V{e 
too~ possessior., cooked our own supper and slept on the floor, The sun onme 
up bright the n~xt morninc nnd we enjoyed a beautiful autumn day~ We ~pent 
the forenoon along thti Dismal River and rode buck over t:1e hills to camp in 
tht, afternoon. r:e bcr-r owed Bo.bby Reyno l dt s rifle and shot i;un for the t, ip 
anci su:.;ceeded in bagging 2 grouse,. a huwk nnd u jttck rabbit. 

This was Nr. Hall's introduction to Halsey, the nursery site ehd the recently 
C! eatec1 r,Forest Reserve"• He w&s p Iee sed with conditions as he found ".~.;1::-. 
end was enthusiastic about the nur eery site and thE:t progress wu hs.d made in 
its development. 

In a general conference th~t evening, l~r. Hall announced he would leuve us 
in the morning, Lnd that Miller would nlso l~ave us, to go to Ynlb School 
of Forestry und th&t I would ru.ve full cru.rge of all bctivities connected 
with the project from thtit d~te. He bdvised tru.t we lose no time in securing 
a eu.pply or pine Sbed to be planted in the nursery. 

O:l Friduy mornin6 September 26, tob~ther with Reynolds nnd Blumer, we took 
the tr-tdn for Cruwford, Nebrnskuc We r-euched Crowford nbout 2~30 P.J.f. snd 
went dirt:r:+,ly to B. F~ Cunyon and "."1Udf1 tlrrE.l?1gt..1I1ents for cur menls and lod~i.T"!:"' 
Lt the Thornton home. 

Af'·~er 4 days work we concluded th& t we hud t:;otten e bout ull the nvnil£Lble 
supply of cones. Tie sacked the,11 and stored them in 1-Ir. Thornton1 s hay loft 
to be shippud to Halst.,y when our stort..c;e· house woulcl be roncy for usa. 

Gn :'!"idny, October 3, Mr. Thornton took us and our belonE;ings, tent, l'-e~ding 
and etc. to Crawford, and Wti boar ded the tn.in for Rockford, 8oi~th Dnk :-tuc. 
Fred Thornton joined our pw-ty, helped us gt,th~r oon~s, und soodling pines 
tn the Bluck Hills, th~n returnbd to Hulsey with us a hirou h~nd, W1~ worked 
for us for nenrly a y(Ji..r. 

We Bpt;nt prnoticully tl.ree WebkS 1n tho Bluck Hills, steurAd ftbout 60 bushels 
of cones and ab cut t, ,000 seedling ponder-ces pines 5 to 7 :,.t:chos in heig~t. ~ · 
!':obc.bly they were 5 to 7 yeur old seedlings. All of these were shipped to 
Hn,_~_ey. 

The high point on this t. ~p to me, wi...s meetint: r..nd makint:, the o..:.~uo.in·c1mce 
of Captain Seth Bullock, then Supervisor of the Bl&ok hillt Forest Reserve. 

· I ce Ll ed upon hir, at his office t-' ask pt:rmission to collect the cones nnd 
seedling trees. B~ granted my re~uest vory gr&eiously, th~n began que~tion­ 
ing me rt:gE:rding the purposes for which we were ,;nth~rin6 them. 
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A.t't~r explaining our .needs for them, he admitted h1:1 w~s not awnre tht.t pine 
trees grew from seeds. li~ was sure he hbd nGver seen a pine .tree th~t wus 
less then 5 or 6 feet in height. 

During our short stay in thu Block Hills it wi.s my good fortune to meet 
CuptGin Bullock on sovere.l occosions. He al'Wbys in~uired very kindly 
regarding our success in securing cones and seedlings, ~nd I felt honored 
to knew thnt he r-emembe red me , and tho.t he wt,s int1:1restud in our project • 

... ~: 

( 

Upon our return to H(.llsey· on Octobsr 23. I found Mr. liast in good spirits 
end toot he had made good progress with the work while I was awo.y. 

Unfortunately r.y dinry closes with my October 23, entry. Thu remuinder of 
this story will be written from memory. 

The cones and st1edlings ae cur-ed cune in by freight in due time. The seedling 
were heeled-in for tho winter ond covered with hny to protect them from 
nlt(;;;rnnte thowine:; &nd frobzing und nlso from drying out. , They pas sod through 
the winter npporently in good condition. Tho foliage Whs frv:~h c.nd groan 
when we uncovered than the follo'l'1in{; spring, just prior to plnnting thom in 
the hills. However, thoy bebun to show signs of failure soon ofter being 
plcmted. Probably fewer thllll 100 of th~ entire lot survivod. 

We succeeded in gottinc purt of the seod-bed ureu plunted to ponderos~ pine 
seed from the Bluck Hills in th~ full of 1902. 

The remuinder of tho Blt..ck Hills seed und tht.t from Pin~ iiidge wns plo.nted 
the followine; spring, probubly in April. Within ei. very· short time, and much 
sooner thn.n we hud expected to see th~, tht: soodling pines begun showing 
above ground. This g1:1vo us a r-eu I thrill. 

The redcedur seed secured by Mast &.nd Reynolds in the Plei.tte River country 
was pl&nted under vcrious conditions, pert in the nursery c.nd some sown 
brondo&st in the hills. To the best of my knowledge not u Bl.Cd of it ever 
sprouted. This wns before methods of propognting redcedurs wore known. 

The growth and development of the seedlini.; pinos in the nur-scry lVUS o 
fucinnting process tho.t offorde~ muny thrills. But nll wus not smooth 
sniling. The little plnnts bognn to droop. nnd soon to mther und die. 
They were flDumping-off"• V!e Qppeuled to Plt..nt Pctholocists for romodies 
or preventities, but in spite of ull we could do, they continutd to die until 
their little sttnnS beowne fibrous enough to resist the disouse. 

From this time on the development of the nursery -m.s very much o motter of 
routine. We h~d w.ny h~rdships and difficulties to overcom~ Lnd muny 
disappointments to live down. HowGver, there wus al~ys onoagh success to 
keep us ~ncouruged. Growing pine trues in the Suid Hills wns n nt3W venture 
and we had to figure out ~~J~t would succeed. Everyone wus wntching 
us, und pr1..cticc,lly everyon~.:-Wiis ~ing thl:,t we would succeed. A . 
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During the years that I was in che r-ge of the project we had visits from n 
goodly number of the Bureau Officials, includini; Mr. Gifford Pinchot, Chief' 
Forester, who spent 2 dnys with us. He was much iutpressed with the possi­ 
bilities of the project and the progress we h~d made up to the ti~e of his 
visit. He ussured me of his fnith in the project and in our &bility to 
curry on successfully• 

Dr. Cho.rles c. Bessey of the Stute Uni verrdty was hlways u welcome visitor. 
Ho did not come art.en, but he always inspired us with his-sincere fuith 9-f~ 
the success of the project. He accompE..nied Stinator Burkett on & visit to 
the nursery, &.nd succeded in convincing the Senutor of the soundness of the 
undertaking, and of the soundnoss of the Forest Policies of Mr. Pinchot, 
to the point thnt he, s~n~tor Burkett, gave the Forest Service Policies his 
politic&l support thereurter. 

Mosses P. Kincnid, Con£ressmnn from our Congression&l District at the time 
and for mnny years, spent & duy with us in 1907. 

He v,,ns so completely sold on the possibilities of growing evergreen trees 
in the Snnd Hills that he succeeded in uttnching ~ rider ton bill under 
consider~tion in Congress to provide future "Kinc~iders" with free trees 
from the Government Nursury, for ph.ntinb on thuir home abeud s , This provi­ 
sion wus l~ttlr tho inspir~tion of tho •~1c~ks Bill", now opt:rntivo for the 
cooperntive true pl&nting, forest protection t.llld mun&~ement of privt.t~ and 
St~te ovrned forests nnd th6 Rodorul Governm~nt. 

Tho success of tho tree pmnnting projoct in the Nobrnskn Snnd Hills wns tht 
inspirution for tho Shelterbelt Pro,itict Launched undor the Fl D. Roosevelt 
Adr.iinistrntion, which in my opinion was u most commcndabke projt:ct, had it 
been wist1ly handled. 

1:y po.rt in the Sund Hill Tree Pluntin{; projvct WLlS purt;ly in th1,; pionee:i-i"'?.' 
stt:go. It wi;..s work tht.t affordud mo much pleusuro und satisfLtction. I 
wunt E.lt this timt-.. to puy my respc.cts und upprt.:cio.tion to tht. muny budding 
younr; for(.)stars who spent, fron ti fow wueks to sove;•c.l months in training 
in nursery work t.t the liulsc:y Nursery, li.,tor ni.r,t.d the Bes sey llursery. They 
were ti fino lot of young collage nnd university grudur.:.tes, they wert1 ~ loyc.l 
lot, and contributtid much tc the euuse , 

'l'o my associo.tes of the venr-s I spent c.t Bo.lsey, ft- •• H. Mc.st, R. H. Schockle:·. 
LeMoree Beslt1y, Gordon Lord and I. N. Bovee, now decoo.sed, I wnnt t.r, expross 
my deep npprecintion und rospect. They wore loyal and dependo.blu ht1lpers, 
,apd men with ,mom it WL.s o pleE.isure and honor to be nssoci£.ted. 

My story of the_pionoer development of project would not bo complute without 
mention of thtJ rnnohmen who grazt.d cuttlv on tht1 Reserves ~t thn time of 
there crt.ntion. It took some timt1 to get uround und rneet them t.nd to ncquoi"t 
them with our proj~ct. About the tim~ of th~ cr~ntion of the ffebruska Forest 
Reserves, the Department of Justict1 reprt:senti,ti ves wero cc.rryin1:, on E.l vigorous 
eampcd gn of prosecutinc; runchnim for nnint~ining illegL,l fences on the public 

( 
-7- 

. --------.------·---- ·····-. ~ 

-- ---------·------~ .. ~ ... ---..,. ... 



- ---· ----------~---- 

0 
.. . 

(,· 

dorn&in. Severnl ranchrlen wert:1 convicted, fined ~nd Given jt:1.il sentences. 
As a rt:sult, most rnnchr..ien were up in nnns r~c~rdinc govcrnmont rcguli..tions; 
or restrictions in the use of thtJ ?ublio Domnine 

Most rnnchmen r~~arded the trett planting project us o. crczy fool iden and 
when i;rudng ft:ltts were imposed they w1::rc roudy to fieht. 

l',ill and Fr-ed Black of the .Disr,al River Reserve wer-e th~ first runcbaen whose 
eicqunintance I made , · r:e were friends f'rOM. the n.onerrt we met. i•,:e:: soon came 
to a complete understa.ndinb• The Longer we knew euch otht. r e.nd the n.or e deo.1- 
in{;S we had, th<, r-or'e we t;ppreoie.ted r.nd liked each other. To this dfl.y I 
sc.y th&t Yiiiil Bh,ck \'ms th<; r.os t liknblu nm I hr.ve ever knovn , 

I mt-t Bob Fndis un,:er rc.ther pt1culi'4r oircur:istelnces. I went to Valentine 
to meot hir.1. Found him v.t his home: about; 4 P.i·. J.. depar-tmerrt or Justice 
AgE;nt WHS present checkd.ng on the locution o:f his fences. Mr. Fudis intro­ 
duc~d us. I told Mr. F~dis thht I w~s o.nxious to see hir. in priVc.te for 
only & moment or two. ·we st.epped into an ttdjoininb room. I mude my mission 
khow.r,. Ho told ths Deps.r-tmerrt of Justice Agent he ·would ht. ve to be excused 
for the r-emut nder' of the dc.y. Fuclis t;ot on e. country phone line w,d s r-rcnged 
for r, rnt1eting of 4 or 5 runchnen on the Uiobrori.. Rivtlr thf. t everung; Then 
he (;Ot his tewr: and buckbourd out t.nd vit: st1..rted for tht- pli,ce of medting, 
E.l r-nnchmun" s home on the Niobrtlrll River 20 miles or 1·,,O1·e from V&lentine. 
r.e reached our dcstim,tion about; 8 o'clock in tht: evening, cold und hungry. 
It m, s a cold c.fternoon and night. FC<dis' teOJ:! vws housed e.1:d fed. 'He were 
ta.ken in but were not of'fert:d n bite to ent or cup of hot coffee. I ti:xplf:i.ined 
my :r:iissi on cmd tht, ndvt.ntc.r;es of (.;. brc..zint.,; pcrrili t t.nd the provisions it· 
included. Fndis had little to scy, the others were belli£erent. Wd went 
round c.nd roune for 2 or 3 hours v.'1 thout r,ettinc nn~rwhere. I su-c;gested to 
Mr. Fcdis that it wr.s time to bu ht:r,dinb tovn.rds Vo.lentinti. On our we.y be.ck 
Mr. Fe.dis &.grticd thi;;.t I w~s offerinc tii" ranchmen n good proposition and 
sdd he would fill out v.n a.pplioE- tion for u t;re.zing pen:1it. Thrc.e yt:c.rs 
lt..t~r he cwnt:; down to lic.lst.1y to ttill r1ti thbt for th~ first timti in his life 
ho h&d brund~d & crop of 95% white-fuc~d calves. dut; to the fact his fences 
011 tht1 Heserve hnd kept his ndi;hbors bulls out of his herd of cows. ~.so 
to ussure J:16 tru:t he W!.s 100,-: for th" Forest Service gn.zini; Permit Policy. 
OthE:rs trezin6 on the Niobrc.rc. Reserve were falling in line by this time 
and I h£.j no trouble With tht.m. 

'V,e had sorn1:1 temport.ry squublles over division uC1twe1m runGes on the llorth 
Plo.tte Reservc.tion. but t.f'ttir goini; ov~r the runc;es with tht cE-ttlcne1;, we 
got. them struightoned out. Ed B:,res of Hyc.nnis ~topped off b~tv,1:en trains, 
ut lit.lsey. on his wr.y horau t'ror.1 Ornr,hn r. ycnr or two lnter, to tell me tru.t 
his string of cattle ho h!:d just sold £\Ven:.gt:id npproximntely l-00 pounds per 
nnimul heavier thnn he ro.d ever hud them WE:ir;h before, Snid it ~1s thti result 
of h&7ing h:.d their m:rn rtcngt.. 11•1t1::r und s11lt supply und rthut they bud not 
been chr.s~d nround in co?nr.1unity roundups. 

Long before I left Holsey, I could cc.ill every runchrnun £ruzinG ctittle on 
the Reserves my frh,nd &nd enthusiestfo supporter. of thti Forest Service's 
grazini; Policy. 
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