NE YLVELOBENT OF THE BESST/ NUASERY
by
CHLS . 4o £COTT

Presicent Rocsevolt upproved the report of the Reconnuissunce Survey Party
on the Send Hill Project, und in Februury 1902 issucd & Proclarw tion creuting
throe Forest Reservations in the Sund Hill Region of' Nebruskus Those v ice
known respectively us the Disnmel River, the Niobruru and the. North Plutte
Forest Roservntions,

Prior to the issucnece of the Proclemntion, iire Hull culled me to his office
for u conferences The result wus, I ugreed to cccopt an ussigmiont to an-
other surmert's work in Nebraskae

The plun wus, Ls¢ Ce jliller wus scheduled to survey the boundary of the
Disnul River Reservee I was to be his handy man und help him in everyway
I could until such time us we could locaote a desiruble Nursery site. I
was then to withdrew from the Survey party end bugin the developrnent of the
proposed nurserys

In the meon tine }iller ond I were scheduled to assist Z. L. Bllss in secur=
ing dete on the growth of Ceatulpu trees in the "Yaggy Plantation", necr
Hutchinson, Kansass

¥%e three left Vmshington on iiarch 14, spent ubout ¢ month at Hutchinson
making growth studies of the Cateclpase

¥iller end I were scheduled to nake @ reproduction survey of the Ponderosa
pine in the Bluck Hills of South Dukota until the season wurmed up in Nebr,
e aerrived in leud on Vay 2, and spent & nonth going over the Hills on foot-.
We found plenty of secudling pihes fron 2 « 3 yeurs old wnd upwards on the
ocut over ureas that hud been protected fron fire, on burned over ureus thore
wus no roeproduction,

lthile ecting our lunch on the "Nemo Burn", one nice wurn duy, Hiller usked
ne how I would proceed with the job, if it were given ne, to reforest the
entire truct of several thousand acres. I hud & plan quite well in nind
and outlined &« method by which pine ssed could be sown on freshly fallen
snow, from horsebucke That wus Lefore the deys of plunes, I believe the
plun was reported down the line to Seceretury of igriculture, Wilson, for
adoptione Four yenrs leter I wus sent to the Black Hills to secure u ton
of pine seed for experinentcl sesding of the Burne It wos sown the follow-
ing yeur uré a wonderfully firrn stend of seedlings wos secureds I saw this
areu ugain in 1936 covered with a dense stand of sapling pines 20 feet and
over in heighte-

On June 2, 1902, tiiller and I reported et Keurney, Nebruska to reassemble
the tean of nules, saddle horses end copp equipnent that Hutton end I, of
the Reconnaissunce Survey party of 1901, had Xk ft there for keep and storuge.

On June 6, Joe Thornberry, our new ccok end teumstor, and I started overlend

for the Dismul River Ruserve. !'iller camc by truin und pet us et Dunning o=
our arrivel, June 13"
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S up canm woue § miles up the Middle Loup River from Dunning, A<
tu€ Royer numesteud residences Vo called on sire Boyer und found him wille
ing to give us such information as he coulds He udvised us to contnct Mre
John MHandeviile, an old timer who knuw evury hill and blowout in the community.
He had the reputution of being the only mun who could go into the hills and
bring home ¢ deers I met Mry Mundeville in Dunning end engoged him to ride
the hills with mo the following }onday, June 15« During the duys ride he
took me to some 10 or 12 known Government corners and guve moe their legal
description, The furthest west corner he showed me wus on the knoll only
e few rods south of the Ed Sands ranch house, 1 mile due west of Helsey.

During the dey's ride I introduced the subject of dvor on two or three
occasions, Mre Mundeville wus rather reluctant to telk about deer, However,
when I asked ebout the probable nunber thut ranged in the hills, he assured
me he knew of 2, u doe and a fown, but there might be 3, He hed seen a
ycun;; deur lnter thit he thoupht to b.: tic lurge for the fown ho ln d seen
darlier i: the secusone

I gcve him quite & lecture on the shame end pity it would be to kill the
lust desr in the hills. That, if they were protected for u few years, they
would increcse in numbers, te the point where they would be cormon, &nd an
asset to the community., He did not respcnd enthusiastically to thet line
of argument. Before we droppud the subject for the duy, I strebched the
truth & trifle, end eseid, thut es a Forest Runger, one of my duties wos to
protect Miild Life", within the Reserve, I wus not & Forest Ranger, but
thet title meant more to the public than "Forest Student Assistant", In
as much as I wus to huve churge of the development of the projuct, the
protection of Wild Life eanc under my jurisdiction.

That evening when I paid lir. Handeville for his services, he extended me
his hand and suid, "™Ir. Scott, if you will sce to it that no one else
shoots & deep within the Reserve, I'll give you ny word of hcnor that I
will help you protect them, and that I will not shoot another until they
are plentiful®, I an sure he Mept his worde I never heard of another deer
being shot on the Forest Reserve until the deer hunting open seuson of 1945,
The first time in the history of the State thut there ever wus an open
seuson on deer in Nebraskae

Then protected from hunters, the deer populetion on tne Reservuti on increased
rapidly. By 1945 4t wus cstimuted that there were huhdreds of enimals roaming
the National Forest. They were o menace in the nursery. It was deemed nec-
essary to reduce their numbers. An open season wans declered in the fall of
1945, Five hundred hunting permits were sold, Bunters ceme to Halsey from
far end neur for the three days of open seuson., By official count, 368 deer
were shot und tuken home by the hunterss

During the 6 yer.rs I spent on this project, I suw but one deer, u bevutiful

7 or 8 pronged bucke Mre Will Black und I raised it in the brush. near the
Black raunch hane on the Dismcl River, in 1905 or 6.
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C¢. June 19, Viuilace I, Eulchinscn joined our purty, coming direct from the
Yale School of Foresiry, New Haven, Connecticute ‘

On the following morning, June 20, ifiller, Hutchinson «nd I begun the survey
of the boundary of the Dismal River Forest Ruserve. It wes & 3 nun survey
crews Vie rode out on hossebuck euch morning, carrying the nccessury equip-
ment and oun lunchese. Upon renching the point whére we were to begin work,
we would picket our horses and proceed on foote Miller wus the ccrpess men,
and was alweys the lest men to leuve the sturting pointe It was his duty
to bring up the saddle horses and equipment to the next locations In this
way we kept our mounts end equipment within ecasy reuche

Our camp was moved from time to time as our survey advunced und fuvorable
cemp sites locnted,

On June 21, 1902, while in cemp near the Boyer residence there wes a heavy
white frost thut killed all tender vepgetution. On this sume dute we moved
our canp to o loertion 1% miles west of Halsey, ond locuted it on the present
location of the Bessey Nursery.

On June 25, we moved cump to & site ebout 3 miles eust of Thedford, on the
north side of the River &nd slso the north side of the Burlington Reilwuy
truck. This locution wus well in advance of our survey, and we occupied

it until the purty wus divided on July 12+ Ve He Hast, J. C. Blumer, He

D. Scudder, and Re V. Keynolds joined our purty while comped here. The
selection of the Nursery site wus aulso mude while locuted here. It required
e trip to the U. S. Land Office in Broken Bow to determine the ownership

of the site I hud chosen for the Nursery. HMillor mude the trip by rail,

and found that the site had been filed upon for Homestend Entry some yeurs,
prior, but the clain hed never been psrfected, und that et thut time it was
listed as public land open to homestead filinge Hiller and I believed there
was but one thing to do, and that was to tuke possession of the site under
the pretext that it wus o portion of the Reservation,

On July 12, we divided the party, Miller, Hutchinson, Scudder and Reynolds
continued with the survey, while last, Blumer and I prepared & supply 2 X 2
X 2} inch stukes, carved the legaul descriptions of the survey corners we

had estublished and followed buck over thersurveved line end set them. Thesge
were tcmporary pine stekes but they served the irzediate needss

Miller and I took the local train to Hulsey, Sundey morning, July 13, to
look over the proposed Nursery site before meking & final move., After a
thorough going over, we concluded thut it wus by far the most desiroble and
convenient site evailuble, and rude our decision finale. }iller returnud
to Thedford on the evening truin. I remained in Hulsey.

On Mondey morning, July 1l, }Mast and Blumer ctrie down from Thedford on the
train with « tent, cots und bujsgage.

A carload of B foot Cedar posts arrived in Halsey that morning, billed to
us from some point in Virginia, I hired & locel nan with teun and wagon

to unloud the posts and haul them ecross the River to & point where 1
thought they would be safer than in a pite in the railroad yards
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Tne same pman hauled our tent, cots and lu;gage to the nursery site, where
we set up camp. V¢ stopps?! at the Ed Sand's ranch heudquerters on our way
out, and nnde arrengerents with lirs. liclichol to board the three f us,
Mrse MeNichol wes a gued cook end we fered well while bourding with her.

Y'e hud kept the Viashington Office fully inforred of our uctivities. &4l1
went well until I received a telegrum fror. the office telling me to ceuse
ell operations on the nursery site bntil it could be vithdruwn fror home-
steud entry und be procleimed a purt of the Forest Reservutions lie followed
instructionss Vie ceused grubbing out brush, but we did peel the curload

of Ceder postsi

On August 18, we received u telepgram fror Vicshinton instrueting us to pro-
ceed with the nursery work, By order of President Roosevelt the 80 acre
truct we had selected for the nursory site hud been withdrewn from Home-
steud Entry und hud been incorporated us part of the Forest Reservation.

In the meantime the surveying party had completed the survey of the boundury
of the Ruserve and had set up cemp ndjoinging ours. The surveying crew then
pitched in end helped grub out the brush, clear the site of rvots ond level
the ground us well as possible with the equipment at our disposal, & harrow
ané garden rakes. The posts were set und the 2 X L stringers nuiled in place
to carry the overheed sluttin; for 3 shudes

On August 21, filler took th:. tr:.in for Crawford, Nebruska to investigate
the pine seed crop in the Pine Ridge regione riast tonk the sume train, to
Llliance, headed for Guernsey, hyom1ng to investigute the redcedur seed
crop along the North Platte River country.

¥iller returned from his Pine Ridge trip on August 31, und iiast returned
on September 5 Euch reported finding a goodly suppliy of secd in the re-
spective regions investigated.

On September 8, H. B. Scudder termincted his services with the Bureau and
returned to Illinois to resume his studies in the University.

Dr. Chas. E. Bessey of the University of Nebrusku come in on the morning
train, September 8, spent the day looking vver the nursery site und the
surrounding hills. He und }iiller tovk & two days drive out through the hills,
returning on the ufternoon of September 10. He wus very enthusiustic ubout
our project. This wus nmy introduction to Dr. Bessey, Our friendship con-
tinued throughout his life €ime,

Mre. Ce C. Viright of Thedford cume to our cump on September 9, wnd informed
us thut he hud been ewarded the contruct to build ¢ storage house for us. .
Stuyed overnight, returned to Thedford on the morning truin. As soon as
building muteriasls could be ussembled he was back «t work. However, the
building was not completed until sometime in January 1903, Ve lived in
tents until we moved into the new buildin;; und had sone novel experiences
keeping warm. My pgreatestdifficulty wus keeping warm in beds I wus too
long for the cots, and the cots were not wide enough to permit me to lie
doubled up. I solved the problem at the risk of my life. I dug a hole under
“he foot of my cot cnd set u lighted lantren in it ot bedtinme. I slopt com-
fortebly from that date as long es we occupied the tents, '
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Hutclinson left us oo Nepiember 20, to resyme his studies in tne yzle School
of Purestiye :

On September 23, Mr, Hall visited our camp for the first time. He spent
the forenoon inspecting the nursery site and the work we had done to date,

After lunch we scddled the riding horses and rode over to the Dismal River,
Vi« stopped at e bachelors cubin, for the night, found no one at home. We
took possession, cooked our own supper and slept on the floor. The sun came
up bright the next morning and we enjoyed a beautiful eutumn day. We :pent
the forenoon along the Dismal River and rode back over tie hills to camp in
the afternoon. We borrowed Bobby Reynold's rifle and shot gun for the tiip
end susceeded in bagging 2 grouse, & hawk and a juck rabbit.

This was Nr. Hall's introduction to Halsey, the nursery site and the recently
c:eated “Forest Reserve", He was pleased with conditions as he found *har
end wes enthusiastic about the nursery site and the progress we hud made in
its development.,

In a general conference thut evening, Mre. Hall announced he would leuve us

in the morning, and that Miller would also leave us, to go to Yale School

of Forestry and that I would huve full churge of all uctivities connected
with the project from thut dute. He udvised thut we lose no time in securing
a supply of pine secud to be plunted in the nursery.

On Fridoy morning September 26, together with Reynolds and Blumer, we took
the truin for Cruwford, Nebrasku. We reuched Crewford ebout 2:30 P, end
went direstly to B. F» Cunycn end mude urrungements for cur meals and lodringe
&t the Thornton home.

After L days work we concluded thet we had gotten & bout all the aveileble
supply of cones. We sacked them end stored them in iHre. Thornton's hay loft
to be shippud to Halsey when our storuge houso would be roecv for useae

Cn Friday, October 3, Mr. Thornton took us and our belongirgs. tent, tedcing
and ete. to Crawford, and we boarded the truin for Rockford, Bouvth Dakota.
Fred Thornton joined our party, helped us guther cones, und secedling pines
in the Bluck Hills, then returned to Bulsey with us & hired hend, and worked
for us for neurly a yosure

We spunt practicully tliree weeks in the Bluck Hills, secured mbout 60 bushels
of cones end abcut £,000 seedling ponderosa pines § to 7 ixchos in helght, -
T-obebly they were 5 to 7 yeur old seedlings. All of these were shipped to
Halsey.

The high point on this t.'p to me, wus meeting end msking the acyuainvance
of Cuptuin Seth Bullock, then Supervisor of the Black Hille Forest Reserve,

-1 celled upon hir: et his office to ask permission to collect the cones and

seedling trees., He granted my reguest very greciously, then began question-
ing me regerding the purposes for which we were pathering them. ‘




After expleining our needs for them, he admitted he was not aware thet pine
trees grew from sceds, He¢ was sure he had never seen u pine tree thut was
less then 5 or 6 feet in height,

- During our short stay in the Black Hills it wus my good fortune to meet

Coptain Bullock on several occasionse He always inquired very kindly
regarding our success in securing cones and seedlings, and I felt honored
to know that he remembered me, and that he wus interestud in our project.

Upon our return to Hulsey on October 23, I found Mr, last in good spirits
and that he had made good progress with the work while I was away,

Unfortunately ry diary closes with my October 23, entrys The remainder of

this story will be written from memory.

The cones and sevedlings sccurcd cane in by freight in due time, The seedling
were heeled-in for the winter and covered with hay to protect them from
altcernate thawing end freezing und also from drying out.  They passed through
the winter apperently irn good condition, The foliage wus frush end grean
when we uncovered them the following spring, just prior to planting them in
the hills. However, thoy begun to show signs of failure soon after being
planted. Probably fewer than 100 of the entire lot surviveds

We succeeded in gotting paurt of the seed-bed aren piunted to ponderosa pine
seed from the Bleck Hills in the full of 19026

The remainder of the Bluck Hills seed und thet from Pinc Ridge was planted
the following spring, probubly in April. Within a very short time, and much
sooner then we hud expected to see them, the seedling pines begun showing
above ground, This guve us a reul thrill.

The redcedur seed secured by Mast and Reynolds in the Plutte River country
was plented under verious conditions, purt in the nursery snd some sown
broandcast in the hills. To the best of my knowledge not u sced of it ever
sprouteds This was before methods of propogating redcedars were knowne

The growth and development of the seedling pincs in the nurscry wus a
fucinating process that offorded meny thrills. But all was not smooth
sailinge The little plants began to droop. &nd soon to wither und die. .

They were "Dumping-off", We appeuled to Plunt Pecthologists for remedies

or preventities, but in spite of all we could do, they continued to die until
their little stems becume fibrous enough to resist the diseuse,

From this time on the development of the nursery wus very much a metter of
routine. We hud many herdships and difficulties to overcome &nd muny
disappointments to live down, Howsver, there wus @lways enough success to
keep us encourageds Growing pine trees in the Sund Hills was a new venture
end we had to figure out gethods thyt would succeeds Everyone wus watching -
us, und pructically everﬁgﬁ%:ﬁﬁgqﬁ?ﬁying that we would succeed,
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During the years that I was in cherge of the project we had visits from a
goodly number of the Bureamu Officials, including Mre. Gifford Pinchot, Chief
Forester, who spent 2 days with us. He was much impressed with the possi-
bilities of the project and the progress we hud made up to the time of his
visit. He ussured me of his faith in the project and in our «bility to
carry on successfullys

Dr. Charles C. Bessey of the Stute Unlve‘sity was ulways & welcome visitors
He did not come aften, but he always inspired us with his sincere fuith of 4
the success of the projects He uccompenied Senator Burkett on e visit to

the nursery, and succeded in convincing the Senutor of the soundness of the
underteking, and of the soundnoss of the Forest Policies of Mr. Pinchot,

to the point that he, Seonator Burkett, gave the Forest Service Policies his
political support thereafters

Mossoes P, Kincaid, Congressmen from our Congressionel District at the time
end for many years, spent « duy with us in 1907,

He wns so completely sold on the possibilities of growing evergreen trees
in the Sand Hills that he succeeded in uttaching & rider to a bill under
consideration in Congress to provide future "Kinceiders™ with free trees
from the Government Nurscry, for plunting on their horesteads. This provi-
sion wus luter the inspirution of the "ievks Bill", now operative for the
cooperative true plunting, forest protection und munagement of privute and
Stute ovned forests and the Redorul Government.

The success of tho tree ptanting project in the Nebraska Sand Hills was the
inspiration for the Shelterbelt Projsct launched under the Fi Ds Roosevelt
Adniinistration, which in my opinion wes a most commendable project, had it
been wisely handled,

Yy part in the Sund Hill Tree Plunting project wus purcly in the pioneerine
stugoe It wus work thut afforded me much pleusurc und satisfuction. I
wunt at this time to puy my respeocts und uppreciotion to the muny budding
young forccters who spent fron o fow wueks to sove.cl months in training

in nursery work ut the Hulscy Nursery, luteér nug:ed the Bussey Nursery. They
were o fine lot of young college and university gruduutes, they were u loyel
lot, und contributed much tc the cause, =

To my associates of the venrs I spent ot Halsey, Wi. H. Mast, Re He. Schockler,
LeMoree Besley, Gordon Lord and I. N. Bovee, now decoused, I want +~ expruss
my deep apprecietion end rospect. They were loycl ond dependable helpers,

‘und men with whom it wis a pleusure and honor to be associeted,

My story of the pioncer development of project would not bo complete without
mention of the renchmen who grazed cuttle on the Reserves at the time of

there crention. It took some timv to get around und meet them end to sequaint
them with our project. 4bout the time of the creation of the Nebruska Forest
Reserves, the Department of Justice representutives wereo cerrying on a vigorous
campaign of prosecuting ranchnen for maintuining illegul fences on the publie
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domaine Several ranchmen were convicted, fined end given Jull sentences.
As & result, most ranchmen were up in arms regurding governmont regulutions,
or restrictions in the use of the Public Domeine .

Most ranchmen regarded the tree planting project as & crazy fool idea and
when pgruzing fees were imposed they were roudy to fight,

Wwill and Fred Bluck of the Disrml River Reserve were the first runchmen whose
ecquaintance I medes Yo were friends from the norent we mete Y& soon ceme
to a complete understandinge The longer we knew such other end the nore deale
ings we hed, the rore we uppreciated end liked each others To this day I

sey that Viizl Bluck was the rost likable ren I have ever knovme

I met Bob Fadis under rather peculiur circumstencese I vient to Valentine
to meet hin. Found him ut his heme sbout L4 P, A depurtment of Justice
Agent was present checking on the location of his fencese Mr. Fudis intro-
duced use I told ir. Fudis that I was anxious to see him in priw.te for
only & moment or two, We stepped into an udjoining room. I made my mission
khowrie Ho told ths Depurtment of Justice Agent he would huve to be excused
for the remuinder of the days Fadis got on a country phone line und arranged
for & meeting of 4 or 5 runchnen on the Niobraru River thet eveninge Then
he got his teur end buckbourd out end we sturted for the place of meeting,

¢ ranchmun's home on the Niobruru River 20 miles or nore from Valentine,

Vie rcached our destinution about 8 o'clock in the evening, cold und hungry.
It wu.s & cold cfternoon und night. Fedis?tean wus housed and feds Vie were
taken in but were not offercd e bite to eat or cup of hot coffee, I expleined
my nission end the adventuges of & gruzing permit end the provisions it
included. Fodis had little to suy, the others were belligerent, we went
round end rouné for 2 or 3 hours without petting anywhere. I supgested to
Hr. Fudis that it wes time to bu hending towurds Valentine. On our wey back
Mre. Fodis augreed thut I wus offering tic ranclmen a good proposition and
st.id he would 1'ill out «n applicution for o« grezing pernit. Three yeors
leter he cume down to Helsey to tell me that for the first time in his life
he had branded o crop of 95% white-fuced calves, due to the faoct his fences
on the Reserve had kept his neiphbors bulls out of his herd of cows. Also
to ussure me that he wus 100 for th. Forest Service grezinp Permit Policy.
Others grezing on the Niobrarc Reserve were falling in line by this time

and I hed no trouble with them,

Yie had some temporary squubbles over division vetweer runges on the North

Plutte Reservation, but ufter going over the ranges with the cuttlemen, we

got them struightcned out. Ed Hyres of Hyennis stopped off between truins,

at Hulsey, on his wy home from Omsha & year or two later, to tell me thut

his string of cattle he htd just sold avertged upproximately Y00 pounds per
enimel heavier then he hud ever hud them weigh before, Said it wus the result
of heving hud their ovn renge, wrter und sult supply und thet they hud not
been chesed around in community roundupse.

Long before I left Holsey, I could cull every ranchmen gruzing cettle on

the Reserves my friend and enthusiestic supporter of the Forest Service's
grazing Policy. . : .
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