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TEE INIT.IJ.L '!JIBE PLANTING on THE DIS!.'thL RIVI:!'?. NAT! ., • .'.L FCRE~T 

by 
CHAB. A. SCOTT 
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The first trees planted on the Dismal River Nutional Forest were planted 
in the Spring of 1903. This planting consisted of some 5 or 6 thousand 
wild Ponder-oaa pine seedlings gathered in the Black Hills National Forest 
in the fall of 1902, shipped to Ha.lsey and heeled in over winter. Vlhen 
taken from the heelin-bed these seedlings appeared fresh nnd vi~orous, 
but showed signs of failure soon after they were plunted in the hills. 
Fewer t.h<.i.n ten percent of them survived the first sur.a-,it:tr. 

Soon after planting the Ponoerose. pine seedlin&s, a shipment of some 4 
or 5 thousti.nd Jnck pine (P. di VEi.rc.ca.tu) 2 yee.r old seedlinc were rt:cEii ved 
from Wisconsin. They wer-e in excellent condition when received. They 
were pianted in the hills at onct1, but like the Pondcrosa seedling they 
too began to show sif;nB of failing, and very few survived the first SU!lll:,er. 

The results of the 1903 planting were very discouraging, but we still had 
faith in the project. We concluded thfit we had to improve on our technique 
of planting. Vie had to devise some prncticul wethod of protectinc; the roots 
of the seedlings f'rom exposure to tht:l t.dr for even an instant. We concluded 
the roots must bt:l puddled rnther thtm bt:lint kept moist in water. 

Another problen meeding attention \'.'US how to keep the planters lined up 
when plE.nting to keep the rows of trees properly spRced. We tried setting 
lines of stakes to guide the planters, but that ~~thod failed to work. ~o 
correct this difficulty we introduced the side-hill plow, providinG furrowa 
for the pl~nters to follow und to set the tre~s in. This system proved 
very eucce s sf'uf , The furro?.·s fol:.owed thti contour of the hills and valleys 
to~ d~gree, but at th.flt they varied Gr~litly in th~ir sp~cings. 

In 19a4 nnd 1905 on~ year old Ponderosa pino set:tdling werv pianted in fur­ 
rows in the hills, but &sin former plantings few survived, and we were 
ng&.in disappointed. We rc;e.lized that l year old troes were too young to 
survivo the summers in the hills, and that it would be n~cessary to 6ive 
them at least n yeur in transplant beds before tnktn& then to the hills. 

This was tht first project of its kind ever Bttempted in the Unitod ~tntes. 
No Ont; in tht J:!urea:u of F'orestry could advise us and the Commerci.Etl Nursery­ 
men of th~ country had no experience with this type of work and we were 
told we would hav~ to use our own judgement ~nd do the best we could. 

Experimentul plantings were oado on hill sides of_different uxposures, 
with different aged stock. SODt: plnntings were raade in furrows. 

Others between the open bunches of gruss, and still others on the shody 
side of the bunches of grass. 

As Long as I was in charse we had not ref,ched nny d\;,finite eone Iusd ons , 
excupting thnt 2 or 3 years old trlinsplants se.vd the b~st results. 
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J... CC\!'.ztu.."l" s our ce of dt.nger to thts project was tht; possi olility of pn.:.·? .. o 
r'a rcs , I r-e ce 11 very dit'ltinctl~, u "dry thunc'ler shower" th!... t pn s s ed s orae 

2. 01· 3 miles south of thE; Nursery one afternoon. th!.;t sot , liE;htening fires 
in less than ,o mfnut es th,e. Fortunately they e.11 burned out b~fore spread­ 
inc; to bhe o:,ct{;nt oi doing nny ham •. 

As <t neusur-e of prott,,ction we p'l owed "fire c;u!irds" us n protection &£;ninst 
uppr-oach i ng fires. In tho full of 1907 n firu, sttid to huve boen s1:t by a 
rc.ilWttY locomotive, er z.e in fron the wost on n Sunday &ftt:rnoon. Y;o sow 
the clouds or smoke u ocuf lt}O P.H. We tehphoned warn i ngs to every E-.vcil- 
s.b Le sour-ce , Th~ 3 or 4 of us &t tht1 Nursery ut tht.:: tir,<::, sudd l ed our horses 
and t\M:,ed v,i th, such f.!quipr,1t.nt us we hud 1:1t hand, rode orrt i.nd 1:,£:t the ap­ 
prouchf.ng firo. Shove Ls wur<> our 1:1ost effichnt fire fit_;htinf; pitioO of equip­ 
ment. ,1.e met tho f"ire nt our outer lir.t; of firi.• guur de and .:.t.ncq_;ed to keep 
it frori cr-os s ing our t;ut.r~s r.nd directt:Jd the, blt.zt in 1~ south ti£.Sttirly course 
until it rE--n into thtl Disi:1ul Rive1· some 5 or 6 r,1ilt:s up strernn from Dunnd ng , 
and burned i tsEJlf out. Viti wer-e on the firu lint: some 26 or 'd.7 hours before 
the flur,1c;, s were brought undtir control. 

Lt.itt:r fires ru...ve occurred since th11t tir.ie which I know only t:.s n m£.tter or 
record, us I lu.d no purt in them. · 

There nre several othor feuturt11 of interest connected with tht dev~_lopment 
of the project th&t dest,rve mention. 

The first Wt,s Sticuring e. brid.;e across the l!iddle Loupe River, between 
Ht..lsey 1:1.nd th1:; Nursery. Crossin£; the river with n lortded wq;on during the 
colc weather months 1ras t. tret:icherous undertuking. If the 'mlgon stopped 
in the streEu:i for f\ sint;le instE·.nce, it V!o.s i..posRible to stttrt it ~go.in. 
It VTt:s n slol't t~dious job to huul 00E1l, horse .fttod t.nc otnEil hot.vy f'roit;ht. 
frorr. Helsey to one end of the foot bridgo, thtsn to go b~~k to thb ford, cross 
the rivc:r with the empty w~gon, thv!" ot.rr:,.• tht. loE.d ncross tht foot bridge 
on our bc.cks t.nd re-loc.d into the w..-.gon to }mul the rt:r•-.c..indt;r of the wo.y 
to thE- Nursery. 

In Dect1JT,ber 1902 or Ji.,.nur.ry 1903, I drow up n pt..tition ltddresst.d to tho 
C·,unt~• C0!'1t1issionLJrs t.sking for o.n t,ppropri~ tion for building u bridbe across 
the river. 

Tht. petition wt1s signed by bVery t1.xpcy~r in or ne~r Hnlsey, ut tru..t,ther• 
wore not z ,ore thun 5 or 6 nar.1es on th& J)Eitition. 

Armed with this petition 1Ir. Junes i-~cNichol. Ed. Sand's ranch .!'orera.n r,nd . ~ 
I, rode to Thedford at the tir.·-t: of the next meetinG of the, Thomt\s County 
CO?'U'".i s si oner a• 

\',e presentt::d the petition with &01'11; e.rc;,ncnt for its nocdfll. The Comuis­ 
sioners t;.vu us respactf'ul -El.tt1::ntion. Then they t1xplr.imjd th.f.t tht.ly could 
not nppropriut~ ~oney to build n bridGe ucross e str~x,, ~7.cbpt on loc6~cd 
highways. 
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To tit.ke n lone; story short, I wroto out Lnothtlr fA:iti tion u sk Ln]; for the 
locution of u public roc.d leading from li£.lsey to thf- Iiursery site. Hc?!ichol 
and I si01ed end pr e sont ed it buf'or e thu Co1,11.1is sioners Lit,t:tinc ud jcurncd , 
Both petitions wer-o approved und $100.00 ,~'hs uppr-opr-Labed to buy th~ nee- 
£;1S sar-y lU":1b13r for the bridge. \"dthir. fl. Vf.-ry fuw weeks we hs d n Wht:;on bridge 
ac r os s tho rivtir loc1.>.tt1d on I! public hii;hwi.:y. I nn not sure i;h!.t the high• 
wc.y Wf:.IS used for u tri,velm..y, oxcep td ng for thl bridbe rn1d. tht: c.pproi:.chtts 
to it. However , it servud our needs Lind wi.s El o•.;1.,.t ccnver.Lence , und it 
mode possible the developmont of our projoct. 

The second feL:tur~ des ervi ng nention .wc s the building of the cenerrt Block 
Houstie In 1:1y budget !'or l:)06, I llSktJd for tin s.ppr opr-I« tiori for tht Super­ 
visors resicunce e nd oi'fice. A linited t.rount, $2,500.00 us I now reco.11, 
wc s ~rnnted. !-!r. v;r,,. H. Hast wus my uasoc ir.be t.t tht: tine. 1~e devo l oped 
plc.ns for thf: house th!.t w~re appr-cved , Then we 60t ~nsy, s tuke d the loca­ 
tion, s c raped off thb sur fuce snnd thr1t hud some block soil nixt::d with it. 
ThE;n we took sund from VJru. t wns to be the cellE.r or bLisc:r:ient, mixtld it vd. th 
the proper portion of cH,r.1ent ~nd i;-,oulded it into c1;;nent blocks for the wc.lla 
of the nouse. 

After Wts hE:td enough blocks noulc'!ed for tho wt.lls our next ,1ob Wl.:S to find 
o. stone me.son to lay up th~ Ttr.11s~ Tho only 1.1:.son we could locate wns Ea. 
man ne.r.1ed Heller, n KinkE.id Hou.istot:der, locc.tcd soi.it; 5 or 6 r:.iles· north 
of Halsey. We interviewed hi!:1, he vrtAs keen for tho job, r,nd vmnted & con­ 
rttlct. I -w&s not crt:.L tly ir:;prcss~d l)·.r his personc:.li ty or by his experiences 
o.s & !'\!I.Son t\S ht; rc.btvd thtm. But it soer.itld to be Huller or lny up tht: 
wnlls ourselves, nnc! Hr. H!;st ~nd I kntiv: thut \'.re wer() not qualified 1'or the 
jobe 

Fe got c.round t. c ontruct oy tellinb Beller, we were nto i..uthorized to t;i ve 
s Governl"')e~t Contrnot, but we could hire hil!l by the doy. H~ ur.cepted our 
proposition. All went Wi..ll laying the footing nr:d buildinc; th6 bi..senent 
wtills. Bowever. the wo1·k wcs progrcssinb too fust to suit Heller. One dny 
whilt: I wus swHy on sor.:t1 tlrr1.nd he foq~ct to leuve openinc;s for 2 windows. 
¼hE)n I cnllcd his nttention to his ~rror, he ueclurcu there wus no provision 
for windows ut that point in the pl1u1s, lfohn I c1..1ltJd for his co}Jy of the 
plc.ns nt- could r"ot loe&. tt; thuo, r~h~n I produced tht: office copy, he T,'l.LS 
sure they w«:;re not tht: erunt; us his set. In duE.; tir;tl his copy of thE- pluns 
ct.1'\(.. to li{;ht nnd th1;; e:,rror wos corrt)cted, with Et bout ½ duys loss {)f th.a 
by the entire fore~, 3 or 4 nen. · 

A f.&v1 dF,ys lnter ~ Ei1:1.ilnr J•;istE..ke ffltS mndc. I a..d hired Frnnk Cr.rlin of 
Broken Bow ns Ht:llers helper. I soon obst-rvud thnt Cnrlin ,ms c ncrc c~reful 
&..~d better ~6chunio thnn Ht:lier. I mnde it & point to huve ~ little tulk 
with him. He re&lbt:d fully whnt we were up ttgninst, After sonc insistnnce 
he f.;.Gretid to lcy up thL rer."lf.incler or the Wt,11s. Hellt;r wns pror.iptly fired. 
Our Concrete Block House wi;.s completed in scheduled til'le c.nd served its pur­ 
pose as a Supervisors residence nnd Office Heudqmarters tor nnny y~~rs. 
At lebst tht: cost ot the builc.inr, w,:,s held to within thv linits cf the 
appropri~tion, but the 1'urne.ce hnd to be instfl.lle:;d lnter &a n.rtipnir job• 
It wns the first furnnc~ instull~d in that section of thv St~te. 
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T~is h my short und sinpht story or tht." initir.tion r.nd deve l opaenc of the 
lfobrc.skn Sund Hill Trt1e Plt.ntini; Project, which now n.tes u s the nost out­ 
stundinG project of its kind in the world. 

0 The Be s s ey Nursery wo.s the first fedorul forest tree nursery developed in 
the United Stutes. It vir.s developed by the u. s. Bureo.u of Fort:stry, which 
Was lnter and still is designutud o.s the Forest Sorvice of tht: u. s. Dept., 
of Ac;ricul tur.e, , __ : 

This Nursery hHs supplied plo.ntin& stock for troe plcntil'lc projects of ~11 
descriptions thorughout the Jaddle \'it:stern St!.ltes, The trees that were 
grown here fron seeds, now r,ruce the Lund s cupe l:.nc1 protec-t the hones of 
thouso.nds of fuuilius the c ourrcr-y over. Cun anyone oh~llence the worth of 
the errt i r-e project, or the wisdon nnd fotesic;ht of the promoters of it? 
I nm gl~d thc..t I red u part in its ddvelopnent, &ntl it is my hope and wish 
it may continue to be an inspir1ttion to ~enf.rutions yt-t to OOLlEi• 

Cht. s. ;.·. Scott 
Snn Juo.n, Texas 

Ho.y 8, 1951 
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