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TEE INITILL TREE PLANTING ON THE DISHAL RIVER NATT ...iL FCREST
by
CHAS. A. SCOTT

The first trees planted on the Dismal River Nutional Forest were planted
in the Spring of 1903. This plenting consisted of some 5 or 6 thousand
wild Ponderosa pine seedlings gathered in the Black Hills National Forest
in the fall of 1902, shipped to Halsey and heeled in over wintere. Vhen
taken from the heelin-bed these seedlings appeared fresh and vigorous,
but showed signs of failure soon after they were plunted in the hills,
Fewer thun ten percent of them survived the first surners

Soon after planting the Ponderosa pine seedlings, a shipment of some L

or 5 thousand Jack pine (P. divaracatu) 2 year old seedling were received
from Wisconsine They were in excellent condition when received. They

were pdanted in the hills at once, but like the Ponderosa seedling they

too began to show sijns of failing, and very few survived the first sumrers

The results of the 1903 planting were very discouraging, but we still hed
faith in the project. We concluded thut we had to improve on our technique
of plantinge Ve had to devise some practicul method of protecting the roots
of the seedlings fromr exposure to the uir for even an instant. We concluded
the roots must be puddled rather thun being kept moist in water.

Another problem meeding attention was how to keep the planters lined wup
when planting to keep the rows of trees properly spaced. We tried setting
lines of stakes to guide the planters, but that method failed to work. Zo
correct this difficulty we introduced the side-hill plow, providing furrows
for the plenters to follow und to se¢t the trecs in. This syvstem proved
vory successfuls The furrows followed the contour of the hills end valleys
to a degree, but at that they veried greoutly in their spacings.

In 1904 and 1905 onc year old Ponderosa pine seedling were pkanted in fur-
rows in the hills, but s in former plantings few survived, and we were
egain disappointeds We reelized that 1 year old trees were too young to
survive the summers in the hills, and that it would be nscessary to give
then at leest a yeur in trensplant beds before teking then to the hillse

This was the first project of its kind ever attempted in the United States.
No one in the Bureau of Forestry could advise us end the Commercial Nursery-
men of the country had no experience with this type of work and we were

told we would have to use our own judgement and do the best we could.

Experimentul plantings were nado on hill sides of.different exposures,
with different aged stock. Same plantings were nmade in furrowse

Others botween the open bunches of gruss, and still others on the shudy
side of the bunches of grass.

As long as I was in charge we had not rerched uny definite conclusions, .
excopting that 2 or 3 years old transplants geve the bust resul tse
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A cornztan. source of dunger to the project wus the possiblility of pru:io
rirese I rscell very distinetly a "dry thunder shower® thut passed scme

2 or 3 miles south of the Nursery one afternoon, thet set 3 lightening fires
in less than 30 minutes time. Fortunately they all burned out bufore spread=-
ing to the extent oi doing any harne

. As u peasure of protection we plowed "fire guurds™ us a protection against

aepproaching fireses 1In the fall of 1907 a fire, suid to huve buen sut by a
railway locomotive, cere in fron the west on a Sunduy afternoon. Yie saw

the clouds of sioke uvout 1130 PJ. We telephoned wernings to every eveil-
uble sources The 3 or ly of us &t the Nursery ant the tire, suddled our horses
and arried with such equipment us we hud ut hand, rode out und et the ap
prouching fire. Shovels were our nmos% efficient fire fighting picoo of equip-
ments YWe met the {ire at our outer line of firv guurds and ianapged to keep
it from crossing our guerds end directed the bluze in e south eusterly course
until it ren into the Disiul River some 5 or 6 miles up strewm from Dunning,
end burned itself out. Vie were on the fire line some 26 or 27 hours before
the flumes vwere brought under controls

Luter fires huve occurred since thut time which I know only «s a matter of
record, us I hud no purt in them. )

There ere severnl othor feutures of interest connected with the development
of the project thet deserve mention.

The first wus sveuring a bridge ecross the lliddle Loupe River, between
Hulsey und the Nurserve Crossing the river with n louded wegon during the
cold weather months was & treucherous undertakings If the wugon stopped

in the stream for & single instence, it was irpossivle to sturt it again.

It wes a slow tedious job to huul coul, horse feed end otner howvy freipght,
from Helsey to one end of the foot bridge, then to go buck to the ford, cross
the river with the empty wegon, thum curry the load ncross the foot bridge
on our backs und re-locd into thu wi.gon to heul the revuinder of the way

to the Nurserye

In December 1902 or Junurry 1903, I drew up a petition uddresscd to the
CHounty Commissioners usking ror an sppropriction for building a bridge across
the river,

The petition wus signed by every texpeyer in or neer Halsey, ut thet,there
were not 1.ore thun 5 or 6 rames on the petition.

Armed with this petition llir. Junes iicNichol, Ede. Sand's ranch forenan and
I, rode to Thedford at the tir« of the next meeting of the Thomas County
Commissioners,

Vie presented the petition with some ergment for its nocdrs The Comuise
sioners g ve us respectful attentione Then they explainsd thet they could
not appropriute uoney to build a bridge ucross e strew, excopt on locatcd
highwayse




To ntke a long story short, I wrote out enother petition asking for the
locution of u public rocd leading from hulsey to the liursery sites llclichol
and I signed end presented it boufore the Cormissioners lieeting adjourncde
Both petitions wero approved and $100,00 vms uppropriunted to buy the noce
essary lumber for the bridgee Withir & very fuw weeks we had a wagon bridge
across the river locuted on e public highviye T an not sure thet the highe
wey wes used for u truevelwny, coxcepting for tht bridge end the epprouches
to it. However, it served our needs und ws & preut converience, und it
made possible the developmont of our projecte

The second feuture deserving nention was the bullding of the cerent Block
Housee In my bucget for 1906, I usked for un uppropriction for the Supere
visors residcence end oi'ficée 4 linited wrount, $2,500,00 us I now reeall,
was gronteds lire Ve He 'Mast wus my ussocirte et the tirme Ve developed
plens for the house thet were approvede Then we got busy, stuked the locae-
tion, scraped off the surfece snnd that hud some block soil mixed with ite
Then we took sund from whet was to be the celler or busenent, nixed it with
the proper portion of ecemert und moulded it into cement blocks for the wells
of the houses

After we haud enough blocks noulded for the wulls our next Job wus to find

& stone moson to lay up the wrllse The only r1sson we could locate wes &
man nened Heller, a Kinkaid Horestunder, loct.ted sort 5 or 6 niles north

of Halseye We interviewed him, he wus keen for the job, &nd wanted & cone
rtucte I wus not pgrewtly impressed b his personulity or by his experiences
88 & muson &8 he related then. But it seenied to be Heller or ley up the
walls ourselves, and Mre. ifust und I knew thut we wero not qualified for the
JObo

Ve got around &« contruct by tellin; Heller, we were nto wuthorized to give
& Government Contrect, but we could hire him by the duye. He uccepted our
propositions All went wcll loaying the footing and building the busenent
wullse However, the work wos progressing too fust to suit Heller. One day
while I wus away on sonre errenc he forget to leuve openings for 2 windowse
Vihen I enlled his ettention to his error, he declured there wus no provision
for windows ut that point in the plunse WNehn I culled for his copy of the
plens nv could not locete thume when I produced the office copy, he wus
sure they were not the esame as his sets In due tirnie his copy of the pluns
cue to light end the error wes corrected, with sbout é—days loss of tire
by the entire force, 3 or 4 nen.

& fev days later & sinllar ridsteke was mede. I hed hired Frank Cerlin of
Broken Bow s Hellers helpere I soon obsurved that Carlin was & ncre careful
and better mechunic thon Hellere I made it & point to have o little telk
with hime He reslirzed fully what we were up against. After some insistence
he egreed to ley up the remrinder of the wullse Heller wus pronptly firede
Our Concrete Block House wus completed in scheduled time end served its pur-
pose as a Supervisors residence and Office Heudguorters for many Veerse

At leust the cost of the building wi.s held to within the linits cf the
appropriction, but the furnece had to be instnlled later ms & repair jobe

It was the first furnace instulled in that section of the Stutee.
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This is my short end sinple story of the initietion e.nd development of the
Nobreska Sand Hill Tree Plunting Project, which now retes as the nost out-
stunding project of its kind in the worlde

The Bussey Nursery was the first fedorul forest tree nursery developed in
the United Stetes, It wes developed by the Us Se. Burenu of Forestry, which
Vins later end still is designuted as the Forest Service of the Us S. Dept.,
of Agriculturee . e

This Nursery hus supplied planting stock for tree plenting projects of ull
descriptions thorughout the }liiddle Vestern Stutess The trees that were
grown here from seeds, now gruce the lundscupe und protect the hormes of
thousands of funilius the countiry over, Can anyone chullenge the worth of
the entire project, or the wisdon and foresipht of the promotors of 1t?

T am glad thet I hued u part in its development, and it is my hope and wish
it may continue to be un inspiration to generutions yet to comes

Chese A« Scott
San Juan, Texas

Mey 8, 1951




