
i ' 
. \\ 

\ 

\ 
\ 

I 
I 
[ 
[ 

I 
I 

( 

I•-·. 

l 
r 
r 

To be a great explorer 
,:,-f Ii :fe, I @-:<.r·n f i rst t,:, 
conquer the mountain of 
"·fou." 
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LIFE IS A WIL~ERNESS; h Ont;y the coura¢eous 
scale the pea,Ks,.see t.e vistas that lie ahead. 

The first of life's mountains to be conquered 
is, YOURSELF. There is no easy path around that 
mountain. You must face the climb unaided, no 
m~tter how difficult it seems. Many never learn 
that lesson. Only from the top can you find your 
true bearings and 3limpse the horizon before you. 

Until you reach the s~mmit, life must remain a 
mystery; a tanGled maze without meaning or plan. 
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I MY 89TH BIRTHDAY 

These last few years in retir~ment I have thought of my 
Yesterdays, and the insistance of my three daughters to 
write the story of my 1 ife. 

A 1 ife which had it's beginning in the Horse and Buggy 
Da>'S of "Do it Your Self" and 1 iving through an era of 
swearing at primitive tools and inventing modern ones, 
driving shining cars on flashing highways, air travel, 
exploration of space and a witness to man walking on the 
moon, surely one of the most amazing periods of change in 
a 1 1 h i st or· y i n wh i ch to l i v e . 

I. 

: ' '' : i 
' I 

To gi • . .1e t h ank s to m;,' p are n t s for the 1 i fe they ga.ve me 
and that al 1 - import an t e 1 eme n t of Se 1 f Re 1 i an c e . 

To gi•,ie t h ank s to God'<:. dir·ection tc, a be au t i Fu l life 
with a loving and s~aring wife and three lovely daughters 
who always remember to come home again. 

f!>. .• , .. 0 
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I 
I FOREklOF:D 

I thought when I decided to write my Autobiography that 
I could wrI t e it all c,n a dozen or· "s.o" p,:1.ges .. E:ut, the 
"So's", have had it, and my memory is sti 11 in there handing 
i t ou t. 

Time cannot erase those magical moments which are 
pasted in our mental scrapbook of memories. 

It has given me time to think beyond my Yesterdays, to 
those days of my ancestors who were first in our America. 

Cap t a i n Rc,ber·t El l v son , in 1642, 1 i v e d in Sc1.int Mar·y···s 
County, Maryland, at the end of the long peninsula that is 
separated from Virginia by the Potomac River. Later he 
rnov e d to l)ir·ginia .• Only eight ;,'ec1.r::, e ar-I ier, h ad the, "Ar~'. 
an d Dove", m a de their h i st or-i c al lan d i nq in 1., . i a t e r-s Ju st off 
this peninsula Robert Ellyson could have easily known 
Leonard Calvert and his colonists. Genealogy of the Ellyson 
f arn i l i es ,:1.r e I ate r· r· e c or de d. 

When Nada and I were in New York for our retirement 
with the J.C. Penney Company, we had the pleasure of a boat 
trip aro~nd Manhatten Island. As our boat circled the 

:::::t.:i.tue c,f Li be r f v , ,.,.,1e t hre: .. ,.,1 the old gir·l ·='- k i ss .. She is not 
gr·'='·='· t -:i.r· t but <::.he · i s be-:i.u t if u 1 , be au t i f u 1 for· v.1h -:<. t ·=-he 
re p r-e s.e n t s, "Lt be rt » an d ,.Justice", for· all. A E:e.:i.con of 
Light, to men, vrome n ,:1.nd childr·en, -fr·om many l an ds, man::•' 
l-:1.ngu21.,;ie-=-, rn an v na t i onal i t i es, finding the op p r e s si on s of 
governments over the waters, too great to bare, were drawn 
if b}' magic to the lsn d of o~-. or·tun i t v , Th e » l-•,1er·e 1 .. •,1i 11 i ng 
to endure great hardships, asking only for an unfettered 
chance for something better. 

thought of my ancestors, there was no Statue of 
Li ber· ty t o greet them, but l i ke so m-:<.n:>1 o t h e rs, they 
struggled and worked hard. They wanted nothing for nothing, 
no h an dou t s or· s.ub si d i e s , Her·e am I, like .:i.11 o f you, 
enjoying the blessings they made possible for us. 

This is a country, people all over the world long to 
come to. You and I are here. 

This is my country and I love it: It's not as good as 
it sh ou l o be an d not a s bad -='·'=· it could be, i t rs up to us. to 
make it better .•• not by revolution or stormy meetings with 
each other, but by getting together and solving our 
pr·obl em s. . , 

'\:' 
As we look out over the landscape, laced together with 

wondrous highways and a patchwork of fertile and abundant 
+ie l ds, I can n o t help but l, .. rori de r- a t the effor·t c,f our· older· 
men and ~omen that must have gone into the clearing of the 
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land a couple centuries ago. Once upon a time such hard 
wor·k was a. par· t o f 1 i fe, one o f the p 1 easur·es and 
sat is.faction;=- of 1 iving. Today it seems. to tr>' to get the 
most for the least amount of work. It would be safe to say 
that attitudes not opportunities have changed our America. 

Our country is like a great river, it is great because 
of the t h ou san d s of 1 i ttle brooks and stream that come 
t umb 1 i n g down the h i 1 1 s i des and mount a i n s, s i n g i n g as they 
go, eager to cast themselves into the channel of the great 
river of Freedom. 

"Thank God" Our American Heritage can still be found in 
that overwhelming majority of our young people, whose 
parents, friends and dedicated people, have taken the time 
and made the sacrificies n e c e s sar v to insti 11 in them, "By 
Example", "Faith in God", "Lov e of Coun t rv " and "Re sp e c t +or­ 
I t' s. Ins. t i tut i on s. " 

So, let us resolve I am only one, but I am one. I 
cannot do everything, but I can do something and by the 
Grace of God, I wi 11 do what I can do. 

"When you drink of the water, don't forget th~ Spring 
from which it flows." 

-ii- 
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Dedicated to my three daughters, 
Geraldine,Nadine and·Donna,who have 
lovingly brightened our lives. 

/ 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

-'J. - 



YOU MUST GO HOME AGAIN 

Biography by W.W. Ellyson 

"People are what they are because they come out of what 
was." wrote Carl Sandberg. 

Looking backward we discover what is unique in us, 
l earn i n q the meaning of "I", and it is that unique life 
history that defines a person. 

Contrary to Thomas Wolf's family lament, "You can't go 
home a.gain", 1, . .1e must all go home again, in real it>' or- 
mernor v . klhen 1 .... 1e don" t our 1 i ves 1 ose their structure. 

Homesickness is not simply i wistful exercise in 
sentiment. Rather· it is a brightness of the present, an 
invitation to reexamine oneself, to know the nature of the 
seed that started the tree, and to remember what it was to 
be a chi 1 d. 

When time rushes by so fast, we need the renewal of 
memory. We must cherish our Yesterdays, but never carry 
them a.·=· a bur·den into the futur·e. Even if the p as t c1.t t i rne s 
was not kind to you, turn it to understanding. Live your 
Todays and Tomorrows, so as not to inherit a lot of empty 
Yes.ter·d-o<.Y·=·· 1-)i s.ua l i z e the goal you are s t r- i •,.•ng for,· nc,t a·=· 
some gui 1 t-edge reward, with luck and fortune blessing you, 
but a goal with a pathway leading toward it as true and 
d i st i n c t a:. the goal itself. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

The deep roots of home have not been easy to come by. 
Ea.r I:,' in m/ l i fe, I per·ce i v e d that un 1 ess I found men to 
help me, I could not succeed, nor unless I reciprocated 
their help, could they succeed. My objectives were not yet 
:-O c l e ar-, but I had a distinct feeling of 1 ife "'·=· v..1hc,lenes:-, 
as leading to something important. 

Take time to remember. Make it an enduring home for 
you and your children's memories. Then leave them to build 
on that foundation, their own house of the future. 

-3- .I 
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1
1 

a short t .i me but the re arc -oo..rt s cf' my - ~ 
ciildhood o~ the far~,u~for~ctnble. 

\

. i'-:other, le ft our horse •,:r~:: :-:. I \•:~-1_s four 
yc a r s old and - .. 'a t he r' ·•--•)r:·r•·.L•-: •i,.•-:,•~ ,,,':-,,-::..,1 \I ~ ( . ..._ .,. .L ...._ <."- ....... • ,1 ,..A •.J ...J ·"· .,_ L,.. • , l_~J,. Y I, I 1..i...., ._ - ·- 
Twas nine. I 

.( I 
_.u, "'."''~-· ,---~---------· . ., .. ,_ .... -----..-:-..;:.~ 
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FATHER AND MOTHER 

- - 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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My father, Allen Hinchman El Jyson, was born October 27, 
1842, in Goshen Township, western Mahononing County in 
northeastern Ohio, south of Youngstown. He was the eighth 
child of nine children born to Will lam and Grace Hinchman 
Ell )':-on. 

I have no exact knowledge when my Father and his two 
brothers, Will lam 8. and John Wal lace, arrived in Nebraska, 
except in the 1860's. The fol lowing information is from the 
H i =· t or y of D i x on Co u n t y , Ne b r· a.=· k a . I n 1 8 7 0 , l,,1 i l l i am 8 . , 
Al Jen H. and John W. Ellyson settled on farms northeast of 
Newcastle, near the river town of Iona and are prosperous 
farmers. Allen H. Ellyson was county comissioner several 
terms. Also there is mention of the Ellyson brothers, Allen 
and Wal lace, operating the first steam ferry boat west of 
Si OU X Ci t ;,', I ot.,1.:1. in 1 870 . 

Far-me rs c ro ss.e d the r·i• . .ier· on t h e s.e ferr·::,' bo a t s , h au l ing 
gr· .;,. i n an d I i v e s t o c k t o t ovm ·=· i n Sou t h D a. k o t a . I c ·='- n r e c a. l l 
in my younger years, crossing the river on these boats 
operating from the Iona landing. People also crossed in 
winter when the ice was frozen thick enough in the river to 
hold a team of horses and wagons or sleds. It seems the 
snow and ice lasted until spring in those days. 

We watched from the bluffs, the large steamboats 
h au 1 i n g f r· e i g h t u p ·='- n d d c,vm t h e r· i • . .i e r . Man ::,' t i me '=· t h e )' v.J e r· e 
stuck on sandbars for days. I heard my first phonograph on 
board one of these boats that was tied up at the Iona 
1 and i n g t ak i n ,;;i on wood f u e 1 . 

How I enjoyed hearing Father and my Uncle tel 1 of their 
early experiences. I have a diary written by my Uncle, of 
he and father returning to Iona after working in Montana 
sawmills for two years in 1882. They came down the Missouri 
River in a rowboat, a distance of j,ooo miles that took 53 
days, living off the land and stopping at some of the towns 
+or- supplies that are mentioned on toda::,''··=· rn ap s , 

I recal 1 caravans of Indians passing our farm, 
fol lowing the river road from one reservation to another, 
their horse drawn buggies and wagons and many were riding 
ponies. The colorful customs were something to see. 

My mother, Mary Theodocia (Beldin) was born in 1863 at 
Mount Vernon, Iowa, daughter of Dr. G.W. Beldin and Mary 
Louise (Hodgkins) Beldin. Her family moved to Nebraska, a 
short distance from Iowa, where her folks bought a farm, 
later owned by their son, 8.M. Beldin and w1te, Aurie (our 
Uncle and Aunt). Mother·, I 1/..1-=<.'=· told, had p o li o e,:,.rl::,' in 
1 ife and she used a crutch to walk. 

' 'I ! 

. I 
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Father and Mother· 1.,.1er·e rnarr- i ed Ma.r·ch 4, 18B5. I 1.,Ja.s 
the youngest of five children: Francis, Gayle, George, 
Grace and myself. Francis. and Grace died of diphtheria in 
1890 and 1897. 

Father and Mother were divorced in 1902 and Father was 
given custody of we three children. Mother went to Oregon 
and was later marri~d and they had a daughter. My sister 
c or r e s.p on de d i.,.1 i th Mother and she i,,,Ja.':. 1 iv i ng in 
Si lverton,Oregon. We were notified of her death in 1923. 

I only remember my Mother on two occasions. She 
returned later after leaving and I have a mental picture of 
Father helping her out of the buggy and coming up the walk. 
I can also see Uncle Wal 1 opening the door and seeing Mother 
turning away slamming the door. The second time was 
Mother's return fol lowing Father's death. I was nine, 
George was fifteen and Gayle seventeen. Mother hired a team 
and buggy to drive out to the farm. Somehow word got out. 
Geor·ge an d I 1,-Jere in school an d I can r e c a l l the ne i ghbor·s 
picking us up and taking us to their home. Elmer Gibbs, who 
had been appointed our guardian, contacted Mother and 
arranged for her to see us at his home. That evening we 
three drove to Newcastle to see our Mother. 

Elmer and Mary Gibbs were wonderful to us and we were 
always welcome in their home. I spent many nights at their 
house not wanting to ride home in the night. 

They had four children, Melvin who was a year younger 
than me, Lawrence, Donald and Louis. Melvin and I were best 
of fr· i ends an d i., • ie re together· in ba se ba l ! , +o o t b s l l an d t rac k 
an d other· d i sorqan i z e d fool i shn e es . I r·emember· Melt.1in an d I 
driving my pony and buggy to a Fourth-of-July in Ponca. It 
IJ.Jc<.'=• ra in i ng '=·C•' h ard 1 .. ,1e s 1 ep t in the I i • . .1er·y bar·n and drov e 
home the next day. Melvin would drive his father's car and 
we boys enjoyed going to other towns, athletic events and to 
shows in Sioux City, Iowa, a long way from home, a distance 
of 30 mi I e '=·. 

-6- 
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CHILDHOOD MEMORIES 

My childhood with Father, Gayle and George .••• 

We had our Father for only a few years, but those years 
dr ew out to be a I i fe ti me of memories. It seems the sun ~\las 
always shining. Life was wonderful and much of it came from 
his love and care. Father loved people and he himself was 
loved and trustworthy. I remember so well climbing on his 
lap and combing his hair and goatee. I can recall saying, 
"The thPee greatest men in the world were, God, Dad and 
Sant.~ Claus.'" Three i rnp ort an t people to carry through 1 ife, 

I 1,.1as. n e v e r- in a. chur·ch until I 1.._1a'::. si x t e e rt gc,ing to 
h i g h s c h o o I , bu t I t h an k God I t>J as. b or· n i n a Ch r i s t i an h om e , 
Father told us h~ could not always look after us, but there 
wa s Gc,d who 1 .. «ou r d alv,1.:1.)-'S note our· good an d bad de e d s , to 
alvJa)-'S bel i e•.Je Him. 

I can recall walking down to Uncle Wal 1 El Jysons on 
Sunday evenings for prayer and stories. I would go to sleep 
and Dad wou Id c arr v me home on h i s b a c k . He,~,, won de rf u 1 , our 
Uncle Wal 1 and Aunt Alma El Jyson and Uncle Ben and Aunt 
Aurie Beldin were to us. To play with my cousins and 
n e i oh bora , I ife t,,,a.·=· ·=-0 ful I of ·=-C• ma.ny thing: .. 

I 
I_ 

I_ 

I_ 

I_ 

l 
[ 

Father· aros.e f i rs t , bu i 1 t a t I r·e in the ~: i tchen s t ov e , 
and on winter mornings built a tire in the dining room where 
we dressed by the stove. We then headed for the barnyard to 
do the mor· n i n g c h or es, feed i n g an d 1,,,1a t er· i n g the 1 i v e s t cc k 
and mi I king and separating the milk. Then back to the house 
for breakfast where we washed our face and hands in cold 

1,,1.~ t er· . 8 r· e .:;.. k f a.s. t be 9 an '·'·' i th hot c ere a l , r· i ch c r· e am a. n d 
pancakes spread with homemade butter or grease from fresh 
side meat and syrup, glasses of fresh milk which wasn't 
pasterized those days. 

With ~reakfast over we again headed for the barn where 
Father and George would harness the horses and hitch them up 
to plow, wagon or cultivator, whatever were the plans for 
the day. What a thri 11 when they let me drive the horses. 

After working al I day in the fields, no matter how late 
it was, or how tired, the chores had to be done. Life on 
the farm in those days was not easy, but we enjoyed it 
perhaps because we knew no other. 

Father would take us to bal 1 games and row us up the 
river to pl-=<.:~·· in the ·:-a.nd dun es t fishing in the r·i1,,1er· (,,1i th 
t ramme l n e t s a.nd se t 1 i n e s .. Ther·e v .. ,a'::. the Four·th of .Ju l v at 
the Iona school house and fireworks in the evening on 
Volcano Hill overlooking the river below. We hunted 
squirrels, rabbi ts and mushrooms in season. The world was 

-7- 
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so exciting, so much to look forward to, so much I had to 
learn. 

The only apple orchard around and people came for mi Jes 
with horse and buggy for their winter and summer supply of 
ap pl e s , A dol 1 ar· for a bus.he l, f if t::,, cents if they pi c k e d 
them. 

When Newcastle burned, on the Fourth of July about the 
year 1910, the whole business block both sides and only the 
S.P. Micksel l store was left standing. The fire was started 
by two boys playing with firecrackers. Almost every family 
was out of town celebrating the Fourth. The telephone 
operator on duty phoned other towns for help. The bui !dings 
were mostly of lumber and by the time help could arrive, it 
was too late to do any good. The Micksel 1 store was across 
a side street and had tin siding. Ned 01 Jerman and Roy Rahn 
kept the water.hdse on the exposed side and saved the 
building. They were so exhausted from exposure that Roy 
Rahn died a few days later. What a shock. Many who saw the 
smoke rushed back to town and were able to save a few houses 
that were close. Both sides of the one block of main street 
was soon built back with brick bui !dings. Newcastle was a­ 
town of around 350 in population. 

A cow, expecting a new calf, did not show up one 
evening and I went to look for her. I found her looking 
down the creek bank at her new born calf in the water. I 
hurried home and returned with Father and George. The calf 
was so weak they carried it and the cow fol lc~ed. My dog 
and I were behind. The cow turned, saw the dog and charged. 
The dog Jumped behind me and the cow hit me and threw me up 
in the a i r , I came do1,,.rn on the frozen gr·ound t, . .1i th the t .... r i n d 
Knocked out of me. Father expected to find my stomach 
r· i p p e d op e n f r om t h e c rn,,, s. h or· n . A 1 1 I h ·°'- d , .... .1 ·='· s. a. 1 on g r· e d 
streak across my body, my heavy clothing had saved me. 

i 
ii 
i r1 . ,,,: 

Little Pug, a white screw tailed pug dog was my 
constant companion. Pug was always betting me a dollar he 
c ou 1 d be .cf. t me .cf. t th i s or· th a. t. Ge or oe t e 1 1 s. th i s st or v . He 
said he and father were building a f;nce across the creek 
-cf. n d h e -cf. r· d q u i t e a. c omm o t i on . I '-"' a. s t r· >' i n g t o c 1 i m b a. s t e e p 
bank. Pug was looking down at me from above. Father said, 
"1..,lha.t ar e >'OU t r v i n q to do." I r·epl i e d , "Pug bet me a 
dol l ar- I c ou l dn rt climb the bank." 

1,: A +i rst gr·ea.t delight ,_,,,a.sat the Old Settlers Picnic. 
A c onc e s s i on 1.,._1a.s. m-=<Y i ng -::<.nd s.e 11 i ng ice c rearn c on e s , He 
t, . iou l d pour· a. ba t t e r- on .cf. hot p l a t e and then r·oll it into a. 
cone sh-:<.pe an d put ice c re am in it for· on l v -:<.nickel. You 
h a. d t o e -:<. t f -:<. ·=· t or· t h e i c e c r· e ern 1_.,.,ic, u 1 d me 1 t a. n d r· u n o u t t h e 
bottom. Truly a first' 
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Uncle Wall's farm Joined our farm on the north boundary 
and extended north to the bluffs and river bottom land. The 
river had once flowed alonq these bluffs but had changed its 
channel farther north, leaCing a lake and timber. This 
provided a wonderland for fishing and swimming in summer and 
hunting and skating in the winter and picnics for the 
neighborhood. 

Aunt Alma Ellyson 1 iked to tell this. on me. She had 
baked a fresh custard pie and cut it in six pieces for her 
f am i l j' of s. i x . I sh m,,1 e d u p <c1. t me a l t i me s. c, s. h e c u t h e r· 
piece and gave me half. When I finished mine, I said, "I'll 
take my other half piece of pie, Aunt Alma." 

r 
p .s. 

Setting out on our patio this late October Day, watching 
the leaveSjfrolicking over the yard, brought back to me a, 
"Thanksgiving Day," when I was about 10 years old. 

'I'he morning was cold and blusterly, ice was on the water 
bucket and no school that day. After the morning chores were 
done and breakfast over,this would be a good day for ducks 
and to try out my new gun. I had ordered the gun from Sears 
catalog with money I had saved working at jobs for neighbors 
pulling weeds for 50¢ and herding cattle for 10¢ a day. The 
gun was single barrel,sixteen gauge shotgun priced at $5.95 
and is listed in an antique catalog we still have from those 
days. 

I crossed my Uncle Wall Ellyson's farm to the bluff over 
looking the timber and lake below. I can still see the picture, 
ducks all over the upper end of the lake. It didn't take me 
long to go down the path to the bottom, taking a wide circle 
through the timber ~nd crawling on my belly the last 100 yards 
to within a short distance from the shore. I slowly raised to 
my knees,aimed at a bunch close to shore and fired as the ducks 
started to rise and three ducks fell. I quickly reloaded and 
knocked down one that started to fly. One duck dove under the 
ice and I never saw it again. Now to retrieve my two ducks and 
not having rubber boots, I took off my cloths in case I got 
wet so as to have dry cloths to wear home. I waded out break­ 
ing the thin ice to my two ducks and all was well. I redressed 
and went proudly bye my Uncles to show my prize and then home 
to show George and Gayle. 

-9- 
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SCHOOL DAYS 

Ou~ face and hands washed, hair combed, dinner pai 1 
packed with sandwiches, hard-boiled eggs and apples, we 
headed to school a mile away, snow, rain or shine. It was a 
crime to be late. We entered the hallway of the one room 
school house, hanging up our coat and cap, arranging our 
dinner pai 1 and quietly entered the room. We went to our 
seats, not a word or whisper was heard, folded our hands and 
tAJai ted for the teacher to r·ing the last bel 1. She +ac e d us 
with a smile as if to assure us that all was wel 1. After a 
couple songs and the pledge to our flag, we set down to the 
job of learning, reading, writing, arithmetic, geography and 
h i s t or y . Mor e i mp or t an t wa s t h e a t om o s p h e r e of d i s c i p 1 i n e , 
respect and manners. We received permission to speak by 
raisng one finger, or two fingers to leave the room. 
"Please, May I, and Thank You." We respected her because 
she was everything fair and good. No makeup, false 
eyelashes, or long fingernails. School over at four 
o'clock, she made sure we bundled up for the trip home . 

.. Then it was those chores al 1 over again. 

We could hardly wait for the weather to get warm enough 
to go barefooted. I guess that~s why I have big feet. I am 
the on l v one in the sc h oo l picture w i t h ou t s.h o e s .. 

The school house was the community center for social 
events. Those days, neighbor helped neighbor. "Time 
shar· i ng" meant "Toge t h e r-n e ss .. " Ev e rv body h ad a. pony and v,1e 
made o u r own f u n . I t t o col< so 1 i t t 1 e t c, s. a. t i f >' u s , v,1 e h a. d 
too much fun to get into trouble. 

We were before young men wore long hair and earrings. 
Grass was something you mowed, coke was 
and pot was a utensi 1 one cooked with. 
and then 1 i v e d together·. 

something you drank 
Couples got married 

For· ju s. t one n i ck e 1 , you c ou 1 d buy an i c e c r· e am cone or· 
get enough stamps to mai 1 a letter and three postcards. 

The grocery always put a large sack of candy in the egg 
crate for the kids. 

-10- 
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The- Dixon Cou·nty School ce nsua r e c.or-d s, _ 
gives,tpe following'-for_· 1897. 

" , . ", ·, 

School Census for~ 1901 
. • l 

Pi:i rent Children 

Parent ~=. 
_. Children and their age 

i 

\ 

Ryan 

_I 

John 20, Mary 19, Lizzie 17,/ 
Cora 13 ~ Emma 11, 1✓1aggie S, ' 
Elsie ti. _.., - .... - 
William 20, Lyd13: 18, Daisy 
lo, Kate, Me.g,g:ie 12, Gene 10 .. 

Amy 13, Jessie 18, Johnie 7 
I 

Mi:md!3 · 1s 

Gertrude P, ~lenn 8, Rose 5 

Ella 16 

Charles 20 

Elmer 12 

Roche ••• 
Olson ••• 
Wis l_oa •• 
StewP. r t, 
Boh8.ll 

l3€;~dict Rr;.ytori, I~-; Gsylord -~ 
Ryan ., .. CorEi-,Emma,ll"iargP.ret--;El~ie. 
Ros.s - • • .• w111,Rob~rt, Lizzie, kary, Kate 
El1json Geil,George~R~~si~,Will,Ailen 
Be Tl •••. Henry·, Charles 
Ehle •••. - Gertrude, Glenn, Ros.~, Ernest, 

Dean 
Sarsfield 
Emil 

. Iva· . 
_Id0,Ina,Clyde,c1~renoe 
u« s Le y , WiJ l ,Clyde, l/yrtle 

Roach Sarge.ant 12 

Reneaict ~ra yton lciiina 14,Gaylord 7 , 

Stewart . Irene i4, Rilda 11 
Stewa :rt IdA 8, Ina 7 

Farr 

3:llyson 
P.rewer 

1904 
Some not rri::.viously 11s ted wc r s t / 
Dona Ld McLeAn,Dwight Ste'wqrt,W·:i.ll~is 

l.~son,I~n Ehle,Johnie Bohall,Ned Bo­ 
hol r:ind Elmf,r Steele 

1909 
Hot previously listed: Rosslyn Ehle, 
Irwin Ehle, ~ladys Amick,Arel Ellyson, 
Lyh ,George,Fay a nd Belen Rl.c ha r-d s on , 
Hszel,JG.ck,snd Muriel Collison, Clarenc 
a nd Edgr-i.r Sor= nson, iV,9.rg~ .. ret, Lizzie, 
M~ry,Henry nnd Gertrude R0dl. 

- 1912 
In iS12 there were children from the C. 
f.ibbs,George Ke mpe r-j E'lrre r' Schenk,WillL 
:Miller,. and Ralt Chnmbe r-Le Ln fa:nilies. 

Archie 20 

G~il 7, reorge 5 ,Ressie 7 
~y5 
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:THE OLD · NEIGHBORHOOD 

P'e~;_r ·Owner /. Present Owner 
"' ,,1, 

.'••·' 

Renter· 

./ . 
J'erQme/ Ehle 

t'~- 
.... ~.:': R,,7.an _ P.F. Verzan1 ... ~. ·:- •· 

Wallace Ellyson Aile n Ellyson 

Earl Gatzemeyer 

Remaooter 

J .F .- (J1bbs .. 

I 
/, 
/, 
! 
'i 

(-. · .. ' Wm_- Stewart 
It '. • , ' 

:;1_'·.;,-,_-_.· -A:H. Ellyson 
/ t•.,1 .. 
) ' . 
) . ' 
I 
' ' ' 

! .·· :· 
0:_A. Pcrrr . 

! 

C.H •. Gibbs 

w. c . w 1 t thorr Welfl 

F.Hard1ag Eat.· Ora.ham 

Bill F;llyson 

· Andy . Sohler · Unknown 

Curry ot al 1 • · D.Curry 
.,, .. ' 

/ 

.Ellyson 
Rrevwr 

ian---...-7------- --- 
Archie 20 

G8ll 7, reorge 5 ,Bossie? 
}l8.y 5 

·-1 _ 
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ACROSS NEBRASKA 

In a covered wagon 

Nada, her sister Marie and brother Dean, were al 1 born 
on their folk's farm south of Newcastle, Nebraska. 

Nada tells. of her· f o l k s, due to her father,.s health, 
and their doctor's recommendations, moving to a higher 
c 1 i mate. 

They teamed up with the Al Russel family to journey to 
Elizabeth, Colorado in two hofse-drawn covered wagons, 
camping along the way. 

Nada was three, Marie five and Dean eight years old. 
She can recal 1 many things that happened on the trip, one in 
p ar-t i cul ar, :3he 1 i ked to r· i de on the wc1.gon se a t •.AJi th her· 
father driving the team of horses. She said he sometimes 
objected because she would wet on the seat. 

- - 
l ~ " II Jo&· • 

~ ,t" .. 

I I \ 

I 
I 
~ ,_ __ 

I said to Nada, when we were coming home from a trip to 
Co 1 or· ado on e t i me , 11 I f e e 1 I ,. m g e t t i n g o 1 d , bu t I n e 1-.! e r· 
crossed Nebraska in a covered wagon." 

PONCA, 
NE.BR. 

We both had a good laugh. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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o/k~~;J54alm 

~ LORD IS HY $=.RO; '7 SHALL NOT WANT. 

HE MAKE TN HE TOLi£ DOWN IN GREEN PASTURES: 

HE LEADETH ME:BESIOE THE STILL WATERS. 

HE RESTORETH HY SOUL: HE LEADETH HE IN THE 

PATHS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR HIS NA!fE'S SAKE .. 

':fo, THOUGH g WALK THROUGH THE VALL!YOF 

THE SHAO OW OF OEATH, g WILL FEAR NO .VIC 

FOR THOU ART WITH HE; THY ROD AND THY STAFF 

THEY COMFORT ME. C'JHOU PR.EPAR.EST A TABLE 

BEFORE ME IN TH£ PRESENCE OF HINE ENEH/£S: 

THOU ANOINTEST J,,IY HEAD WITH 0/Lj HY CUP 

RuNNETH ovt:R .. SuRE:LY GOODNESS ANO 

MERCY SHALL FOLLOW J.IE ALL THE DAYS 

OF /'1Y LIFE': AND g WILL DWELL IN THE 

HOUSE OF THE LORD FOR EVER. ••••• 

IN MEMORY OF 
Gayle G. Gibbs 

Date of Birth: 
July 13, 1890 

SERVICES 
Wednesday, February 11, 1976 

10:00 a. m. 
United Methodist Church 

Rev. Robert McBride 

PALLBEARERS 

Tom Gibbs 
Jack Ramsdell 
John Gibbs 

Date of Death: 
February 7, 1976 

Steve Gibbs 
Dale Ramsdell 
Greg Swanson 

MUSIC 
Elaine Goldhammer, Vocalist 
Dorothy Piroutek, Organist 

Final Resting Place 
New Castle Cemetery 
New Castle, Nebraska 

.t.RRANl>i./lU,NTS .... CROSIY FUNi.R4L MOME. w,uuua. s. o.u::. 
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I said a pryer for you today 
And know God must have heard­ 

I felt the answer in my heart 
Although He spoke no word ! 

didn task for wealth or fame✓ 

' I knew you wouldn,t mind)- 
asked Him to send t;reasures 
Of a far more lasting kind! 
asked that He,d be near you 
At the start of each new day 

To grant you health and blessings 
·\ And friends to share your way ! 

I asked for happiness for you 
In all things great and small* 

But it was for His loving care 
I prayed the most of all ! 

~~tr' 
, ..... 

YOUR NAME 
You got it from your father, , h._,as 

the best he had to give. 
And, right gladly he be~towed it, 

i t ·' s your'=·, the wh i l e yi::iu l i v e • 
You may lose the watch he gave you 

and another you may claim, 
But, remember when you're tempted, 

to be careful of his name. 
It was fair the day you got it, 

and a worthy name to bear, 
When he took it from his father, 

there was no dishonor there. 
Through the years he proudly wore 

it, to his father he was true, 
And that name was clean and spotless 

when he passed it on to you. 
Oh, There's much that he has oiven 

th a. t he 1,.1 al u es not at al 1 . 
He has. t,,,a tched y ou break ;,,·our p 1 ay- 

th i ngs in days when you were small. 
Yo~ have lost the knife he qa0e you 

and you've scattered m;ny a game, 
But you' 11 never hur·t your father, 

if you're careful with his name. 
It is yours to wear forever, yours 

to ~• . ie s r- the wh i 1 e >'OU ii ve, 
Yours perhaps, some distant morninq, 

another boy to qive. -· 
And you'l 1 smile as ~id your father 

with a smile that al 1 can share, 
If a clean name and a good name, 

you are giving him to wear. 

ND HAVE 
APPY DAY I) 

/,' ,v' {/J /;i..2/ 
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LIFE ON THE FARM 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Gayle was visiting relatives in Iowa when Father passed 
away. He had Just finished building the new barn and had 
written her a letter a few days before, which she has kept, 
t e 1 1 i n g of the n e i gh bor s be i n g the r· e c e 1 e br· at i n g the n e,,-, 
barn. At the close of the letter he wrote, I almost forgot 
to say good-bye. We often wondered if he knew. 

I s 1 ep t t.<J i th Father, and on the night he passed at.•Jay, I 
was moved to another room. I remember waking up crying. My 
Uncle Wall put his arms around me saying Father had died. 
Dr. Talboy was there and told us he died of heart failure. 
They had difficulty getting in touch with Gayle and she was 
u nab l e to get home i n t i me for· the fun er a 1 • I 1,<.1a s to l d 
embalming was not available. 

Life on the farm went on after Father passed away. 
Gayle was seventeen, George was fifteen and I was nine years 
old. 

After Mother left our home,·Gayle was my "Guardian 
Angel." 1'-lo mother· could h av e 9iven me more love and care. 
She dressed me in middy suits and set those curls that hung 
to my shoulders. I can remember those ear aches and she sat 
for hours applying hot packs to my ear. Both Gayle and 
Geor9e t ook up the ro l l of mother· and father and to them I 
owe so much for a happy and lovin9 childhood. I have never 
for9otten those wonderful years and the guidance they gave 
me. These memories have pulled me through some bad moments 

i n adu 1 t l i f e . 

. I~ ,, ,. 
I 
I 

1~ 
i 

. j'i 
: Ii;_· • I 

Gayle and cousin, Bessie Ellyson, had completed the 
n i nth grade , dr i •.1 i n g to Ne~,•c a s t 1 e Hi gh Schoo 1 • Ge or- ge 
finished the eighth grade in our country school and I was in 
the third or fourth grade. 1 

George, only a boy, had worked along with Father and 
was able to take over the farm operations with some advice 
from Elmer Gibbs, our guardian. That winter, Mr. Gibbs 
recommended that George take a short six week course at 
Nebraska Agriculture University at Lincoln. 

Gayle and I were left to look after things while George 
was gone. I was used to doing most of the chores, feeding 
the 1 i v e s t oc k an d doing the m l l k l nq , This wa s w i n t e r- and it 
was a Job seeing the stock had water. Many times I had to 
carry buckets of water to the hogs or cut holes in the creek 
ice. We were two happy people when George returned. 

J 
r 

I can wel 1 remember those so cal led "Horse and Buggy 
Days.". Dat,,•n came so ear·l>' ,).,or·king h ours ,., .. ,t?re fr·om d s v l Lqh t 
to dark. Much of the farm machinery required walking all 
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day in the hot sun. I took my place in the fields along 
with men. F~rm wages were one dollar a day and I can recal 1 
earning my first dollar in the hay field for Mr. Parr. A 
dollar bought a lot of things those days. 

Those Damned Chores! No matter how tired, after 
wor- k i n g al l day i n the f i e 1 d or h OJ..v l ate at n i gh t , i t , .. \,as 
those damned chores that had to be done, If you were away 
visiting or to a celebration, picnic, ball game or whatever, 
you h ad t o g e t h om e t o do t h e c h or· e s . Th e wo r k h or =· e =· c a r e d 
for, 1 i v e stock fed and to se e they had water, the mi 1 k c ows 
had to be milked morning and night, and the wood box filled 
for· mornings, 

I envied the city boys, They didn't have "those chores 
to do." I think the one thing that turned me away from 
farming was "Those Damned Chores!" 

In those days if you were not too tired, you played a 
game or· h,10 or r·ead a book b>' lamp 1 i gh t and then t-ven t t o bed 
and slept ti 11 early dawn. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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THE IONA VOLCANO 

An article, which I have in my files, appeared in the 
Nebraskaland magazine in 1965, written by Irma Foulks 
rn e n t i on i n g t h e Sm o k i n g H i l 1 , t o be t h e Temp l e S i t e of t h e 
Arapahoes, long extinct but legend of terror flows on and 
on. 

Many colorful explanations have been given, perhaps one 
of the most imaginative is told by old-timers. They claimed 
a hugh earth slide had covered a gigantic Indian campfire 
an d t h e f l ame s s t i l 1 bu r n de e p i n t h e e a r t h . Sc i e n t i s t s 
offer a more plausable explanation. They claim the waters 
of melting snow and heavy rains, combined with the sulfide 
in the clay and shale to cause a reaction. 

Mention is made that Lewis and Clark wer~ the first 
wh i te men to see this srnok i n9 hill in 1804, on their •.JO)-'B.ge 
up the Missouri River. In the 1870's steamboats from Ponca 
and Sioux City, made excursion trips up the river for 
s i g h t s. e e r· s t o see t h e srno k i n g h i l l . 

I c an r· e c a 1 l t h a t ab c, u t h a l f VJ a)-' d c,~,m t h e op e n '=· i de v,, as. 
a bench of soft mud and we were warned to avoid getting too 
,: 1 Cl~-1:' • 

Irma Foulks writes, "Today only the cemetery on top of 
'-)olc.:<.no Hi 11, r erna i n s a·::. a. r·eminder· of the once t hr-I v i n q 
t 01,,,n of I on a a t t h e base of l) o l c an o H i l 1 • " 

I wrote to the Nebraskaland magazine that I was born on 
a farm a half mi le from Volcano Hill and grew up in the 
community. My father and three sisters were buried in the 
Iona Cemetery. Also I wrote of my Father's trip down the 
Missouri River from Montana to Iona in 1882. The magazine 
as I< e d p e r srn i s. s i on t o p u b l i s. h m ::,' l e t t e r i n t h e Sp e a k - u p 
Section. 

,, 
' I 
I 

l 
I~ 
i 

·1 

I 

Today the river has moved a mi le or ~o away and where 
we once swam from its rocky banks at the foot of Volcano 
H i 1 l , f ·='· r· me r· ·=· ·='- r· e h a. r· ,,., e ·=· t i n ,;i 
1 o o s i n •~ i t s i de n t i t :~- , bu t i t 

9r· ai n . 
is 900d 

Someh~~ Iona Volcano is 
to remember. 

The followin9 are several news articles of the Iona 
Community which I have saved from time to time. I hope you 
enjoy them as I have to remember. 

,, 
I 
I 

I , 
I 

I ,I 

A t f i r_ ·,; t , t h e t 01.,m ·,; i t e of I on -:<. , v,, h i c h h ad be e n 
es.t-:<.bl i sh e d n e ar- the b-:<.·::.e of the bluff in 1856, rema l n e d 
little more than a tradin9 post and wood supply station for 
the r· i ,._,er· b O-:<. t ·=· ha. u l i n 9 fr· e i g h t up and d c,,.,.m the r· i v er· . 

i . l 
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In 1sse, a Mr .. Cunningham, Mr. 1i,bite and Jotm P.. Charles eurve?y:!d 
and etak~d out t'he tcwnsite o-J: Ionia. At tbat. time three :families were 
living in that comrmmit.y,- The Masaengera, Hotchkiss, and Andr~,., ¼hit.es. \ 

. In 1867, Mr. L. T. Hill, a merchant fr.om L-nvcnr,ort. Io-.va, ~n[{a.&;ed a 1:;~. 
J .J. Pierce end Son to locate s. 'to1Ains1te for him. Leai"ldug 'lib.at the 
proprietors of Ionia deaix-ed to s~ll out, they purchased it for r>£r. Hill 
who 1mmediatelly started to develope it. . 

At first, progress was slow and the vill.age remained lit.Ue more than 
a trading post and fueling station for river boats, for a brief period. 

·.. In 1860, :Mr. Hill built the first ferry boat at Ionia. It was a great 
help to t,he ~armers of Dixon and Dakota Counties, wl;\o lmd to crces the 
river while making trips to Fort Randall to sell their produce to the army. 

The fiftll r>0stoffice to be established in Dixon County wns located in 
the picturesque and historic v1112'.ge of Ionia. ~l tho tbe town of Ionia no I 
loqer exists, it \vas enee a t.hriving community of several hundred indust-- 
rous and ~r.o~~~rouo citizens. 

I ,, 

I. 
1 

Tbe poRtoffice was eetnblished that same year, with John J, Pierce 
rece:t,rl..ng his e.ppc,intment aR first postmas't.eJ• Ji.pri1 20,l.8eO. o·tb er post­ 
masters who served the posto:f':ficH at Jonie. were: Loren 'l'. Ilill Dec.27,l.860; 
Iase.e Huehes,July 15, 1867; Aaa r.. Rose, nee. 7, 18?0! Loren T. Hill,__.May 
25, 1874; Ha.rquia Brovm, _ Oct '7, 1881; 1/ra. lmin H. Lovett, Jan 18, J}j83; 
Charles Smith, July 7,. J.884; 1;11as V,arner, .April 12, 18C9., The poatoffice 
et. Ionia wae discontinued in 1900, t'he mail service going t.c rrcwcaatl.e Neb!-. 

In 1862, the large mnount of good timber on the Ionia bottom.o induced 
Mr. Hill to erect. a saw mill and in l867t a grist mill was wided. In 1867 
Mr. Fitzgerald and Mr. Lyons built a J..arge ct.or-e , ,md iL ~l8 lsti.o..C. Hughes 
built a llotfll. ln l869t Le-vines and nose built b. large two story general.. 
mercbsndi~e store. Mr.ny new shops and residences were addedin J.870l 6.lld 
alao in tbat year the Ellyaon Bros. Wall fil1d .Allen, built and opera ed t.he 
:tirat. st"8m ferry boe.t. above Sioux City tl1ere. 

Ionia continued to fioUl'.•isb for sftveral years. It r-eachsd :.i. ta peak in 
about ln'"/5 when tho river changed its channel and .st6.rted to cut. away the 
t.o~nsit.c. .At, that. t1Tne it boasted of' several g:rm.ettilmex-charulis~ storeo, 
two hotela, two saw mills, a grist mill, shoe and boot factory, drug store, 
two ferry boats, blaeksmitb shop, carpenter shop and several hundred peopl.e. 

In 1878, the erosion became so bad that it became necessary to move 
, , what was lvf't ot the town to hi.g-her ground. It struegled along for several 

1 year~ until it ceasecl 't.o exist as a town al.toga"tller. It did 1•etain a poat.- 
1 ottice however,_ until 1900 when it was discontinued and the mail service 

tranof'ered to Newcastle. 

So it waa tbat t.b.e awne mighty deotructive :force toot delitroyed the 
lcmia volcano ·waa alao instrunebt.a.l in tl'ie doatruetion oi' the town of the 

· Ame neme.. · 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-------· 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I ~ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
l 
-- 

I n 1 8 6 0 , a. Mr· . H i l l bu i l t t h e f i r =· t f e r· r:>-' b o ·='- t , p o~,, e r· e d 
t,v two h or-s.e s on a tr·ead-mi 11. It 1 .... 1a<::. a gr·eat help to the 
farmers who crossed the river, makin9 trips to Fort Randall 
Army Po s t an d t 01,m s i n Sou t h D a. K c, t a , t o =· e l 1 t h e i r· p r 6 du c e . 
Iona, which was about twelve miles up river from Ponca, were 
the first towns in Dixon County. 

In 1870, my father and brother Wallace, built and 
operated the first steam ferry boat above Sioux City, Iowa. 

So, it was that the same mighty destructive force that 
des tr o;-.'e d the I on a l)o l can o, 1 .. ,Jc1. =· al so i n st r· ume n ta 1 i n the 
destruction of the town of the same name. 

Al though the town of Iona no longer exists it was once 
a thriving community of several hundred industrious and 
prosperous citizens. 

To man>', it would ap p e ar- i ~:e a sup rerne sac r if ice t o 
see the hopes and labor of so many be destroyed in that way. 
But, we must bear in mind the c6ntribution the town of Iona 
made to this area. Its sawrnil ls furnished lumber for many 
of the homes, s.c h oo l s, c hurc h e s and bu s i n e s s estbal i shme n t s 
in the county. It was the port of entry for many of the 
early settlers and we pay tribute to those hardy pioneers 
for the contribution to the economy of the area. Many are 
buried in the 1 i ttle cemetery on the top of what remains of 
Iona 1)ol cs n o Hi 11 • Md.n:,' of their· de sc e n dan t;;. are st i 11 

: •,.1 i ng in this community. 



---------------- -- 

August 2-1, JSC-1, Lewis and 
William Clark stopped to 
inspect the biuf f, I _a t c r 
known as the Ionia volcano. 
It was lmrnediatcly below 
the mouth of the Vermillion 

I/ 

Dy I\IAXINE BURNETT 
. Sunc!ov Feature Wrllor. 

· 
1 

• ''WE SET OUT at the uscal 
_•:tim_e _· and proceeded on the , 1 
Course of last night, to . the i. • · 
Commencement of a blue Clay 1 

Blurt or ISO or .1_90 feet high on· l : .. · 
the L. S. Those Bluffs appear to i ;· . 
have been laterly (literally) on ·;: 
fire, and. at this time is too hot {; 
for a man to bear his hand in ': · 
the earth nt any Depth, Great [· 
appearance or Coal, An ernence ~ 
quantity of Cobalt. or . a I~ 
Cristcllsed Substance w h i ch 
answers its description is on the . 
!ace or the Bluff." . , 

Thus Meriwether Lewis :-, :· 
began the w h i t e m n n ' s ; 
legend of a "volcano" that .. 
had been part cf Indian lore. · , 

r . I for hundreds o yc~us. On . ! · ; ; 
! 
I 
' ' i . 
! 

·-nh·er, on w!,nt is new the 
Nebraska · side cl t h ~ 
Missouri ni\'er. 
An early hist~r; of Dixon i 

County, Neb., where the bluffTs-:\4 
situated, -sald that ·car l y fl._ 
inhabitants of the area, sup- > n poscdly the ancestors or the \.i 
Arapahoe Indians, used · the 1_/i "vo'cano '' as a sacri f .ce site ~ 
during their worship or the fire f 
r,od. t 
The writer or the IE96 history, 1 

William Huse, stated that the i 
blu~f was about 1,100 feet long, I 

, and 1€0 feet ·high. Today it is l 
not more than 50 or 60 feet i 

high. l 
The Indians, Huse wrote, I 

I regarded the bluff "with much 
superstitious rear. Evil · Mani­ 
tous were 'Supposed to dwell in 
the sulphurous fires." 

Early white settlers also ac­ 
tually believed that the bluff 

1

._ 
was a volcano. Fur traders of­ 
ten noticed n dense smoke and j 
fire in the rc::ion, and in 1877, j 
an earthquake convinced the 
settlers that a volcanic eruption · 

............... J: ,.,,. ~-·:, •' 

But' geologists - said that the 
bluffs contained beds or iron 
pyrites and their decomposition 
in contact with water resulted 
in. a heat capable of igniting 
other combustible materials. 

·, ·. Little of that famous bluff 
. remains today for other 
geoleglsts to study. Over a 

· period or years, t h e 
Missouri c r n d u a l 1 y un­ 
dermined the bluff and in 
1878, a large 5CCl!Gn o1 it 
fell Into the river. 
With the bluff went a small 

town, Ionia, which had been 
established near the base o! the 
bluff in 1856, and had given the 
volcano its name. The town w::15 

originally platted by a group of 
Sioux City businessmen, 

· including John H. Chares, l\lr. 
Cunningham a:1J Mr. .whitc. 
The site was 12 miles upriver 
from Ponca, Neb. and Iive. 

· miles northeast cf Nc.vcastle.: 
I Later n Davenport, Iowa, man, I 

L. T. Hill, purchased the site. 
1 

Hill began buiiding. th~ town '. 
U "11d 1n 1r::Go cs·-, -,!1 • , -i ~ p u .,, , ~-...u: ~1 u '--'" i 

(erry·boat which area Iarrne rs: 
usea -to carry tncir prccwcc to 
the South Dakota s;de. 

Dy the 1870s, Io:1ia kd n saw; 
mill, I~ote11 three i;tores, a: 
blacksmith shop, y;a_;cn n:1d: 

, repair shop, shoe maker shop 
and several c2rpcntcr shoi)S. 
There were abotit 300 residents., 

All that remains of the tO\'.·n 
now is its cemetery, situ~tr.d 
acro:;s n dirt road frcm the re-. 
mnins of the ••volcano." There 
are fewer th:.in 20 grnn:s there, 
and n dozen of them are chil­ 
dren who di<:d in an outbreak of 
dirhthcri.1 in lSS0-01. Three 
families lost three children 

j each, a'.I under the nge or 1 i. 
One family lost twin ·daughters. 

--···•---·-· •---·- ~ 
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Ey 
Irr.:ia Foulks 

Iona Volcano, 
lec;end of terror 

WRATH OF '.i:HE GODS 
long· extinct but 
flows on and on, ~ 

DEA Tl! WOULD not be quick nor painless. The c:iic! 
uf the Arapahoe. Kahdachcgha. led the trembling 

""' capt ives toward the sacrificial vault. As the proccs- 
s ic n n.ud c its way through the moonlit night, the great 
cavcrns loomed closer and closer while the "volcano" 
nc.nLy seemed to beckon them into its fiery depths .. 
f.Jch :igor.izing step mag nif'icd the horror awaiting the 
captives. 

.'\t each iull moon the fire-worshiping Arapahoe 
of b:,g, long ago sacrificed their sick, aged, and infirm 
to_,;cthcr with all pr iscncr s of w ar to the fire god. These 
<acr if ices would insure that the buffalo would come to 
t nc hunting grour-.ds, the warriors would be mighty 
in bat t lc and fruitful on the hunt, and the babes would 
:.',W,\" into strong straight braves. To insure these things 
:: m.iirit-n must die. 

\\',,chcpah, his brother, and their beloved sister 
were Arapahoe hostages. K;1hcl~cbcglw had decreed that 
to s.ivc his brother's life, W~H·i,,-r,ctil must murder his 
:-:i:--ll·:· a~ a sacrifice to the fin.: god of the volcano. 

The terr if icd trio, guarded by their tormentors, en­ 
t crcd t hc base of the rock and made their way along 
the: n.u ur al pass.:gc-.v,1y~; to the hidden altar chamber. 
T::<: torches threw grotesque shadows on the porous 
w a l ls as each step drew the captives closer to their 
;,:ip'-·1:1..b:i; doom. Suddenly the sacred cavern of death 
y:.i-.•. ::cd before them. 

Torc.vcs a nd ccr c mcnin l fires cast a;1 eerie 1~.Jlf-l!g1~t 
across the vault, i;ii11~i;1:_:; on the knives and i:icc·ntin~; 
l:1c: sh ar pcn cd st.ikcs which lined the room. A bleed­ 
s t air.c d ::;L..1b i.1 the center bespoke other 1;risly sacr i­ 
:icl'.;. Herc captives' eyes were gouged out, their legs 
severed with red-hot Ilint knives, and the skin flayed 
:rem, t heir bodies before the ctcr n al fire! of the volcano 
broug ht merciful death. _ 

T'o rn from the protection of her brothers, the tcr­ 
:-1::cci g1:-l w;,-is secured to the rock. GrippinG his knife, 
\1.';1cl1L•p;1 h_ ccl1;cd tow:.rd his hclplcs:.; si:;tcr. The sign 
~::(.-l'n. he bent c,vcr the intended victim. With a lunge, 
he sprJn.'.! p;,ist hi!:. fainting si~;tcr ~rnd plunged the lJlade 
dcc:p into the chc-:.;~ of the chief. Quiclcly other captives 
~pr;!n.(.: on their guarc.L. In seconds the unholy shrine 
,\·a'.: red with the blood o! the Arap.:.ihocs .ind their 
c;1pt1ves. 

£\·~·n t '.1c r~1r:1p:::,t dc:1th c1r,d c!cstruction in the 
tc;nplc c-ou!d not appc:asc the Grc,1t Spirit. The sound 
of thunc!(:r, :1 thous;mJ times mo,c fc;1rful th.:rn ever 
h:1: d before, echoed through the room and rumbled 
c.!,1'.>:n the cc-1rrido:-s. With ;:i grinding crash the earth 
c:;~L·;·,L·J ,,nd swJ!IO\';cd boti'1 living ::ind dc;:id, leaving 
01,l:: a m:1rsh where· the t;!,~1~tly temple stood. 

SttLt-: 1s the k,;,.:::d of .NEBHASKAl~nd's Iona Vol­ 
c.11:0. It hJs been pJ~scd from ccner;:ition to r,cncration 
r,~ wh:tc ;-incl red ;;:L·a alib:. often ch;rn[;cd in the tc!linc. 
Bl:~ b:isic;dl_:,· the tali~ rcmJins the same. 
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11U~~;0 l ~,J.:... " 
(~ 1 • h · 11 · · .. tll,..,,,: f' l--P'~Jzt"".___, .. ;&,._.,._., 1.)n101i:l!lg l lS so.1~1-y,:l1·· .· •. ' .. rt·,: ft."-- .. 
to be the o l.d "';)~ti _,:t' . - J-\:-1• ,d;,.f ~_/'- > 
temple site ~J:_;··;)·, 1, · f t \ 1i.~--{·:..-·-·· -· • 
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•• 

~ ~ffe,p ··:II/ 1, ,r ..;----· • . . '/ .;<//,/ 
TIfere is some evidence that 2.t lccst part o({be story 

may be true. A smoking hill in Dixon County in north­ 
east Nebraska is said to be the old temple s ite. ,.~:hilc 

.• .i~·oicano Hill, as it is called, no longer rumbles or belches 
fire, it still overlooks the Missouri River between Ponca 

.'· and Newcastle. Each year visitors stop to sec tl:c once­ 
': famous "volcano", though the crater has eroded with 
time and is now an unimposing r:rrn:;s-covcrccl slope. 

•-· .. ···Lewis and Clark-·v:ere the first white men tu ::;c-r~ 
this smoking hill, as they m adc their w ay up :h~ :!\!i.~­ 
souri River in 180-l. Dul, Indians l.ncw abou: it f,,:· 
centuries. The explorers learned the lcgc:-:c: wi:ik t nc. r 
Indian guides showed them the cxcnvations and mounds 
of the Arapahoes' ancient settlement. 

The story spread with time. As civilized people 
moved into the country the remains of the volcano (:~:­ 
cited passing interest. In the 1870's,. puffing s~e:~:nlJoat:; 
from Ponca and Sicu x City made rc;ubr cxcurrior. ::·::1 ~ 
up. the river for curious sight-seers. Locals dd:~11,L" 
the tourists by jabbing poles into the cr atcr. In ~cc0::d., 
the poles were charred by the intense heat. 

For a few years the town of Iona thrived .1t t!1L' 
foot of the hill, but the restless Missouri River c:,<1n1:ccl 
course in 1878, forcing the inhabitants to move, Todr.y 
only the cemetery remains as a reminder of t hc once­ 
growing community. 

Other colorful cxplanat ions have been given fo:· 
the phenomenon. Perhaps one cf the mosl i:1~:1gi:intivc 
is one told by the old-timers. They claimed a ~1u~c cur th 
slide had covered a gigantic Indian campfire, and the 

· flames still burned deep in the earth. Scientists of ier 
a more plausable explanation. They claim the waters 
of melting snow and heavy rains combined with the 

. · sulfide in the clay and shale of the hill to cause a re­ 
action. Any diversion of the channel may set the \'o1- 
cano off again. 

.!_(ahdac_t.9gh~ murders no more, and the Iona Vol­ 
cano with its Great Spirit is silent. The black magic of 

• the smoking hill left it when the Arapahoe iire g,1d 
rose up in his Inst awful wrath to destroy thc,;;e whJ 
had violated his temple. Today only a grassy rno~nd 
remains where volc:mic fires once raged. 

The memory of this incredible talc will not be s:le!1t 2 - 4- 
for each generation passes on the legend of tr.e lor:a 
Volcano. It is ns much n p:1rt o! NEBTIASKA!and as the 
hard-core history etched into the land by the likes of 
~r-:-.7.v Horse and Duffalo Dill. , . THE EN!) 
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IONA- "I enjoy every article in NE­ 
BRASKAland and have intended to 
write comm~nting on the article, 
"Wrath of the Gods", by Irma Foulks, 
in the July, Hl65 issue. 
"I was born and lived my childhood 

days on a farm about a half mile from 
the Iona Volcano. I have listened to 
many stories about this landmark but 
had never heard the legend, Wrath of 
the Gods. It was a most interesting story 
and lends to the early days of Nebraska. 
I can recall watching long caravans of 
Indians passing our place, following the 
river road from one reservation to an­ 
other. 

"We who lived in northeast Nebraska 
knew and referred to the Iona Volcano 
without any hesitation or doubt. How­ 
ever, after moving away from the com­ 
munity, I was surprised that so many 
people had not heard of it. They would 
look rather questioningly at me when I 
mentioned it, or they asked: 'A volcano 

. in Nebraska?' 
"My father, A. H. Ellyson and my 

uncle, J. V/. Ellyson, came to Dixon 
C~ ·-:ity, Nebraska and settled at Iona · 

)~efore coming to Nebraska, they 
had worked two years in a lumber mill 
near Butte, Montana. They made C1c 
journey from Montana to northeast Ne­ 
braska in a rowboat which they made 
themselves. Following the Big Hole, 
Jefferson, and Missouri rivers, they 
went to the mouth of Turkey· Creek 
about three miles west of Icna. 

"My uncle kept a diary of the trip and 
I am happy to have a copy which I prize 
very much. lt took them 53 clays to 
make the journey, which they estimated 
at 3,000 miles. I have found it most in­ 
teresting to trace on today's maps the 

· places and towns men tioned in the 
diary. However, many of the towns 
have suffered the same fate as Iona. 
"My father and uncle operated a ferry 

boat, pulled by horses, between Iona 
and the South Dakota shore of the Mis­ 
souri. They Inter bought Iarms adjoin­ 
ing the bluffs overlooking the river, 
only a short distance from Iona Volcano. 

-: ' "I was born in 1898' and remember­ 
much of the activity centered around 
the community. At that time the river 
cut back across the bottornland in a 
large bend to the foot of the volcano 
site. Its rocky shore made n clean and 
ideal place to swim, although as I re­ 
call the water was rather swift and we 
nev~r ventured for from shore. We 
climbed the clay and shale slides look­ 
ing for isinglass crystals, pumice stone, 
and other odd formations. In the fall 
these bluffs were covered with wild 
grapes and buffalo berries, which we 
ate in great quantities. . . 

"The Iona Volcano provided a ring- 
..--~ -1 ~) side seat to bake (~.~ ... --:-; .L.,,~QE· ·-1.: . . - ·-~:- 

in 'the sun, and watch with a telescope 
for wildlife and the activity on the 
Dal~ota side of the river_. We watchcct1 the steamboats fight then· way up the 
cvcr-chan ting channel, often getting 
stranded for clays on sand bars. Often 
these boats would tic up at the Iona 
landing, and what a thrill it_ was' to be 
invited aboard. I heard my first phono­ 
rtranh on board one of the boats. The 
b 1 l A '1\J" names of some oft 1e boats were: M,m- 
01,.,-1 n:,. Maude and Little Maude. u! ' LJJ.,b .L' t. -, ... ' 

"By that time, all that remained of 
the place C~il1Cc1 Iona was a school house, 
ferry beat l a n d i n g , and some form 
buildings. 
"Iona \\·;:s the g:ithcring place for the 

community to have picnics and get-to- 
rtcthers 1:•'011~·-:; [1 at h Cr e d from miles b J. '-- .. J • J. ~ • , 

., .. ouncl t,, celebrate the Fourth of July. "-lJ. -.JL~.i.. ..v _._. .., · • 

In the ovcning, they went to the top of 
the volcano hill to shoot off fireworks. 
What a sigb'L it was to watch foe rockets 

; blast into the sky! 
; "In the story, "'Wrath of the God:;, 
Inna Foulks writes, "I'oday only the 
cemetery remains as a reminder of tl:c 

. once-growing community.' Yes, I will 
always remember it well, _for my fath,.~r 
and three sisters arc buried there. \v c 
go back every few years. The volcano 
l;i11 is still there, the crater has eroded 
away, the river has moved a mile or so, 
and the swimming hole and bout land­ 
ing arc high and dry, The bott?mlar.~ 
is covered with big timber ,ind fields or 
/~rain. Somehow, the; Iona Volcano has 
Io~;t its identity, but it is goocl to rc­ 
·rncmbC'r."-Wi!!iam \"/. Ellyson, North 
· Platte. -~· 
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I THE RI t.)ER 

The channel of the Missouri River moved at wi 11 across 
its flood-plain that formed the miles-wide valley on the 
Nebraska and South Dakota border. It cut away farm land and 
bui 1 t back farm land, creating lakes and forest of 
cottonwood and 1.1J i 11 ow trees. These provided the 1 i ve 1 i hood 
for fishing, lumbering, fuel and farming. The river 
provided the ice for the towns and community i~e houses for 
t h e i r s u mm e r u s e an d a I so a I i t t 1 e e x t r a mo n e y f or c u t t i n g 
t h e i c e an d h au 1 i n g i t f o u r m i I e s. t o t own f or $- 1 . 0 0 a 1 c, ad • 

I rec a 11 the T. J. Rv an far·m where I wor-k e d one summer 
had ~ows of corn a mile long from the bluff to the river. A 
few years later the river changed its course and cut away 
much of this land and farm buildings. It then added several 
hundred acres to my Uncle's farm adjoining the river. 

I remember the grain storage elevator that stood along 
the bluff some distance from the other farm buildings. This 
was a haven for squirrels. Mr. Ryan did not allow hunting on 
his place, so a couple times a season, we boys would hide 
ourselves along the bluff. One would go down and beat on the 
sides of the elevator and here would come the squirrels. We 
, .. •.JO u 1 d s. h .o c, t a f e '-'··' B. n d t h e n r· u n 1 i k e h h h h h . 

Mr. Ryan was considered a man of great weal th in the 
community. The History of Dixon County records show he 
owned a farm of 1,100 acres and worth of $35,000. 

I 
I 1· 
I 

The river and the high bluffs along its shores were the 
haunting places for a boy to discover the wonders of nature. 
In the fal 1 the bluffs. v.,er·e cover·ed i.,,ii th wi 1 d gr·a.pes. and 
buffalo berries, which we devoured in quantities. We 
climbed the c l a y an d s.h a l e slides l o ok i n q for· izing gl.:!.s.s 
crystals and pumice stone and other formations. The river 
had changed 1 i ttle from the days explorers used it as a 
hi ghi,,1.3,y to the inter· i or·. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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A chi 11 i ng e x p e r- i ence ... Geor·gi? .3:nd I ,.,_1er·e hunting one 
winti?r along thi?se bluffs, "a picture I can ni?ver forget." 
1 .• •Je decided to t ak e a sh ort cut ac ro s s one of t h e se s.1 i de s , 
WE- Jumped down thi? ovi?r-hanging bank, only to find thi? shale 
f r· o z e n an d s. 1 i p p e r· ;,• . E: e 1 01;..1 u s. ""-' a s t h e c, p e n r· i v e r ,.,_, i t h ~,.1 a•,., e s. 
beating a.ga.i nst t h e s.h ore . Our on l » 1,1,1,:,.;, .. out v,,as. to climb up 
to an over-hanging tri?e. G~orge cut notches in the shale 
for our fingi?rs and toes of our shoes and we were able to 
climb to s .. :!.fi?t;,'. I CB.n <t i l ! l ook do1,...m -:!.t H1-:<.t op e n rLv e r­ 
and Know what one slip m~ant. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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I LIVED IN MANY HOUSES 

After our home on the farm broke up, I Jived in many 
houses, none of them my own. 

I. I 
·I 

IJ 
1~ 
,_ 

l 
l 
l 
I_ 

I_ 

I_ 

I_ 

I was eleven years old when George and Gayle were 
married in a double ceremony to Hazel and Fred Gibbs, 
November 15, 1911. The wedding took place at the elder 
Gibbs farm home near Haskel, Nebraska. The elder Gibbs 
moved to Newcastle and Fred and Gayle rented the farm. I 
lived with Ga;,'le and Fred and went to s c h oo l in Mas~:el the 
n e x t two >'ears. I rode to school c,n my pony, De, ..... ,ey. He \.\1as;. 
my pride and joy and I taught him many tricks. I remember 
when Doris was to be born, of driving all night with a team 
and buggy to get Aunt Aurie Beldin, arriving home in the 
morning. 

After two years, Fred and Gayle moved to a farm five 
miles east of Newcastle. Due to changing and missing 
s.c h o o l , Ga;,'le v.Janted me to t ak e the eighth gr·a.de in 
Newcastle, riding the five miles to school on Dewey. 

Before Fred and Gayle moved, there was only a house on 
the place and a carpenter and I built a barn and hog house. 

1.,.Je had to ba t c h an d the ca.r·penter· v-.'·='-'=· so dirty, _I made m;.' 
own meals. One of the fields was so hilly I ~alked 
cultivating corn and Fred told me he would buy me a new pair 
of pants and shoes. I never got the new shoes. 

Gayle was so good to me and loved her so much, but 
seeing her abused and broken promises by Fred, made me think 
of going to stay with George. That summer we went to a 
family picnic down by the river. Fred and Gayle drove in the 
buggy and I rode Dewey. I talked with George and he urged 
me t o c om e ·='- n d ·=· t a.;,, v,, i t h h e an d Ha. z e l . I t o l d Fr e d an d 
Gayle of my plans and Fred refused to let me keep Dewey. He 
took him home and sold him to his uncle. 

It seemed good to be back on the old farm and George 
bought me a pony to ride to school my freshman year at 
t··.Jev,1c ·='· s. t 1 e • 

I_ 

I. 

helped George on the farm the next summer and also 
worked for a Mr. Kemper on the latge T.J. Ryan farm. I 
worked right along with two other men and we were paid 
$- 2 5 . 0 0 p e r· mo n t h , r· o om an d b c1.:1. r· d . I v,1.:<. s n / t t o t e 1 1 t h e 
other men what I was paid, as they were men and I was a boy 
fifteen years old. 

I. 

I went to a Fourth of July celebration wearing new 
sh o es, ,., . iore ·='-blister· on m;,' big toe an d got blood p o i s on . I 
was laid up for a few weeks. I spent the rest of the summer 
helping Goerge and other neighbors. 
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·-·----ifni··Bill Wilkensen, Joe Cryan, 1:-'atrick Cryan, Melvin Gibbs 

Dean Ehle, Harold Rodiwig, Huber Addison, Joe Thomas, Wallie 
Bllyson, Lewis Daugherty, Bill Daugherty, George Richardson. 

Fall of, 1915 or 1916 

Newcastle 
II 

II 

II 

65 
27 
45 
7 -----·······-----·-· ·-··-··-•··· 

Coleridge 0 
So.Sioux City 0 
Hart:hngton 7 
Elk :Point 13 

.,. ~ M' -· ·--···- ' e- 

,. • 1, 

I 
ii 
I 
I 
I 
II 
I 



-­ • • 
•• 
_:_ 

• • - - 
I 
I 

' I 
I 
I_ 

I_ 

I 
I 
I 

My sophomore year I stayed with Hazel's parents in 
Newcastle, helping them for my board and room. I was 
el~cted president of my class al 1 four years in high school 
There were only eleven in our class . 

I played third base on our high school team and we won 
the Di x on-Dakota Cou n b' 1 e ague a 1 1 three years. I a 1 so 
played third base on the city team during the summer. I 
played center in football and my only injury was a bad 
sprained ankle, which has given me some trouble in later 
years. The school did not furnish us athletic equipment so 
we had to get our· own and v.Je 1 coked 1 i Ke a var· i e ty of 
scarecrows on the field. We had no coach and with the aid of 
a few dedicated citizens, made up our own plays and their 
dona ti ens of tr·ave 1 expense . 

Newcastle was a population of 350 people; we had to 
play al 1 larger· schools. Our only de+e a t v.ias to Elk Po i n t , 
South Dakota, coached by a Mr. Fouts from the University of 
Nebraska, 13 to 7. I later met a Mr. Fouts, at Rotary in 
North Platte, who was with the Nebraska extension service 
and asked if he had coached at Elk Point. He said he had 
and I then a s.k e d if he r·ecal led a. ga.me 1A1i th Newca:-tl.e •. He. 
said he sure did, what he thought would be a practice game, 
they were lucky to win. He said there was a kid in the 
backfield that run us ragged and a center that messed up our 
b ac K f i e 1 d a 1 l th r· ou ,;;,h the g.:1.me . I to 1 d h i m I l-<Ja s that 
center·. 

I worked that summer at different jobs and had a room 
in to~n at the Bert Laub home. 

::;tarting m;,' junior· year· in the fall o+ 1'?16, I got a 
Job working mornings in the Jim Ross pool hal 1 and lunch 
c ou n t er for m;,, bo ar- d. I t l1Ja. s the on 1 y pub 1 i c eat i n g pl ac e 
in town. Those days, no minors were al lowed in pool hal Is 

'Ali thout an s du l t. I ,;;,ot to v,1c,r·K at 6:30 in the mor·nings, 
swe p t out, cleaned the spi t o on s , brushed the pool tables, 
pealed a peck of potatoes, helped with the breakfast dishes 
and received my three meals a day. I was off to·school at a 
quarter of nine a.nd the rest of the day was mine to 
p ar t i c i pe t e in sc h oo l ac t i : ... 1i t i e s an d odd jobs. I v . rork e d 
evenings at the drug store fountain and Saturdays at the 
Mick,.sel 1 stor·e. Any J ob that c ame a.long to ear·n some money! 

"Big Mone:,'" --- the Ne1.,,1castle :::;tate Bank 1.,,,a:, r·emodel in9 
a.nd instal I in,;;, mar b l e c oun t e rs , I got the job helping the 
man i n s t a l 1 the mar·bl e c cun t e rs 1, . .1h i ch had to be don e at 
ni9ht when the bank was closed. He paid me fifty-cents an 
hour and we worked from six o/clock to one and two in the 
mornings. This beat working for a dollar a day as I had 
done many times. I made three and four dollars a night and 
the man wanted me to 90 with him on other jobs, but I did 
not wa.nt to quit sc h o o l . 
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I became a member of the Congregational Chruch, sang in 
the choir and attended Christian Endeaver. The C.E., as it 
was cal led, held monthly meetings at the different homes and 
dances at the opera house at times. The cutest, most 
popular girl in s c h oo l , Nada Addi s.on , gave me m;.' f i r-st 
lesson in dancing. · 

Something happened the summer of 1916 that changed my 
wh o l e expectancy in 1 i fe. 
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MY FIRST AND ONLY SWEETHEART 

I Nada Addison .•• I can see her now, corning out of the 
school house, running across the street to her home, always 
running and Jumping the yard fence. My eyes could see no 

. other gir·l. Nada had a steady date and the big qu e s t i on 
was, "How and when?" 

Nada was two g~ades ahead of me in school, although we 
were the same age. She had graduated in the spring of 1916 
and then took a short course the fol lowing year at our high 
school . 

Walking home to my room one e0ening, "Good Fortune" 
came my way. Nada and Kate Westcott, a friend from So. 
Sioux City, who was visiting relatives, were walking home 
across the street. I crossed the street and walked along 
with them. Kate's folks 1 ived a few blocks beyond Nada's 
home. When we came to Nada's house, Kate said, "Nada, you 
and Wally'walk on home with me." Those words were the keys 
that opened the door to a whole new world to me. Words I 
never forgot. After walking Kate home, we returned to Nada's 
an d s a t i n t h e p or c h svJ i n g . Nada. s a. i d , " I 1 i k e >' o u . " Sh e 
said she was breaking off with her other boy friend. That 
was the beginning of sixty-eight years of being together and 
sixty-four years in a happy and wonderful marriage. 

I recal 1 Mrs.Whittmore giving me fifty cents for 
beating a rug. Walking home with Nada one evening, carrying 
a pound of coffee for her, I gue<.:-:- I squeezed a 1 it t 1 e hard 
and the 1 id came off the coffee and went a.11 over· the 
ground, There went my fifty cents for another pound of 
coffee. 

Nada went t o l,Ja>-r,e State Ceil lege the fal 1 of 1917 and 
we did not see much of each other the next two years as 
Wayne was forty miles and I did not have a car. She and 
Fern Rahn came home on month ends. I did ma-nage to get to 
Wayne now and then, however the girls were in dormitories 
and we had to walk the streets, I was able to stay with my 
cousin, Bessie Lewis (Ellyson) and Dr. Lewis, Chiropractors. 

\1 

!1. 
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!/ 
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Clouds floating in the sky, 
Often bring a gentle rain, 

To brighten pretty flowers 
And help them smile again. 

Tiny pretty flowers growing 
Beside our garden walk, 

Lovely poem they could write 
If they could only talk. 

They would tell me,to tell.you 
Pretty words that ring true, 

The sweetest girl in the world, 
"Just has to be You~ 
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A ~retty girl of seventeen 
Came into my boyhood life, 

There remained to cuidc ~c 
As a Sweetheart and a wifeo 

Sone folks find happine8s, 
~eeking fame in public life, 

3he found 0reatest happiness 
Being a r-iother .:1Y-1d o. \'life. 

:.:ihe painted no Ladonna[; 
On marble walls in Rome, 

But with Love and Patience, 
She lived one in her home. 
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WORLD WAR I AND MORNINGSIDE 

• - 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

The fal 1 of 1917, starting my senior year, I continued 
working at Mr. Ross's pool hall mornings and at the MickselJ 
store after school and Saturdays. I graduated in the spring 
of 1918, and then work e d full time at the store. 

The war was stil 1 going and Herbert Knox at the Farmers 
State Bank and I thought of enlisting. t,Je were informed of 
the Student Army Training Corp, at Morningside Coll~ge jn 
Sioux City, Iowa. That August we resigned our jobs and 
e n l I s t e d in the S.A.T.C. 

·we were housed in the gymnasium and ate at the Grace 
Methodist Church on campus until our barracks and mess hall 
were finished. They issued us cross-leg folding cots with 
just canvas to sleep on, no matress. If you were not 
careful turning over, you went. The first nights were very 
upsetting, Dr, Spence, who wrote, "One Foot in Heaven" was 
p a st or- of the church and al <.:.o our· chapl in. 

After a few weeks we were inducted into the Army and 
issued uniforms and guns. There were around two hundred in 
the S.A.T.C. 

l,Jhen s c h oo l s t ar- t e d , I 1,,1en t out for· +o o t b a 11 an d vJa<.:. 
picked as center on the third team the first night. The 
second night I was on the second team and a few nights 
later, Coach Saunderson told me .to report to his office and 
I was issued a new suit and placed on the first team. 

Due to the flu epidemic, we were in quarantine on 
campus and al lowed off on special times. We were only able 
to schedule two games, the University of Northern Iowa and 
the University of South Dakota. We beat the University of 
Northern Iowa at Cedar Fal ls,·21 to O and South Dakota 7 to 
O. There was no such thing in those days as an offense team 
and defense team. I played the full 60 rninu{es, offense and 
defense. 
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OFFICERS 
President CARROLL N ORT HR u P 
Secretary-Treasurer · DAYE Ku, TT 

PERSO:\f:\TEL 
FooTB.-\LL, 1918 

Norton, Dale, Captain 
Northrup, Carroll 
Rorapaugh, Faye 
Goodrich, Orin 
Lory, Milton 
Emerick, Oro 
Montgomery, Donald 
Ellyson, William 
Marsell, Armies 
Koch, ·William 
Quinn, Robert 

BASKET BALL, 1918 
Brown, George, Captain 
Norton, Dale 
Rorapaugh, Faye 
Shafenberg, Merle 
Balkema, Albert 
Cassel, Curtis 

TRACK 
Hunt, Albert 
Shafenberg, Merle 
Troutman, Raymond 
Alt, Leslie 

BASEBALL 
Northrup, Carroll 
Norton, Dale 
Klatt, Dave 
Hutchinson, Samuel 
Friest, Tom 
Lee, James 

HOKORARY :'.\1EMBERS 
Coach J. l\L Saunderson' 
Prof. J. J. Hayes 
Prof. R. N. Van Horne 

~p.OV-TBtlLL 
:- 

'.;•r 

J. \ 

Coach Jasoft M. Saunder.son 

Coach Saunderson, \\·hile attending Albion College 
made a remarkable l\\.'ord in athletics. He repre­ 
sented his school ~\I\\\· years in football, playing 

! quarter-back, and \\';\, vhosen captain in 1907, while 
the same year was 1'1\-l-ed as "AII l\-1:ichigan" quar­ 
terback. For three ~l't\\·s he played third base on the 
baseball team, and l\\'ld do\\:n a forward position 
on the basket ball 11111·11tet during four seasons. In 
track he made se,·1·1 <1l foot records, running the 
100-yard in 10: 1, t h11 200 in 22: 1, and the 220 
hurdles in 25 :4. 

After graduating, lie was athletic director at 
South Dakota Stare \ ', ii lege for three years, 1908- 
1911, and at the ll1111rrsity of the South for one 
year, 1911-1912. l\11, Saunderson soon took up the 
duties of athletic d in-, 11,i- at :Morningside during the 
faII of 1912, from 11 l11Lh time he has continued his 
work here with great 01 trress. 

He has built up l11111ba!I teams that have gone 
against such univer"il It•, as Notre Dame, Iowa, 
Ames, and South D,d,, ii :t. He has built a two-mile 
relay team that has 11 ,,,1 the two-mile event at the 
Drake Relays for six , ,,,1,ecutive years. The base- 

, baII team has been ~,, , :irefuily whipped into form 
/ that we have had tlu- , lnssiest team in the state for 

I several years. 

He has won the ),,,,,, and friendship of all the 
athletes in l\-1:orning,i,/1,, nnd his work will never be 
forgotten by the ":\1" ( 'Jub and the other· members 

· of the institution. 
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1918 Schedule · ·:eel 

() 
0 
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State Teachers vs. Morningside, at Cedar Falls 21 
South Dakota c. \'S. i\Io.r~1i11gsidc, at_Sioux Citr 7 

Balke ma ,Hunter; OC-onhe-r ,Hilmer .Ausman , Coac ., ' 

Saunderson, Mid row:Ulrich,Hart,Emerick, 
~uinn,ilorapaugb,smith, Bot.row: Montgomery, 
:i.;:och, No r-t hr'up , Cpt. iJorton ,Goodrich ,Ellyson,. 
harselle. 

__ _,_ ..... ~ - ... ---· 
· "Helieve · It or: Not. u Notre Dame played Morningside on Thanksgiving 

De/JS, records will show. 
'1917 Notre Dame 13 vs Morningside 7 
1 1919 1t 14 vs II 0 
r was at Viorningside in 1918 only. Coach Saunderson made two trips to 
Newcastle to get me to return the following season but wedding plans 
were made. " 

.J 

. ! 

, 

' 
'· ' 



I-~ 
-- ··-~ :~r~~-------=---,. 

... ...__ ·:... ~ ~ 
- -- --·--· ·---- 

ROBERT QUINN 
Full 

If there was any fighting to be done "Bob" was always reai 
to mix. "Bob" used to be the star on the scrub, and now th 
he has moved up a notch, he still retains that same degree. 

~ 

\\'ILLIAM ELLYSON 
Center 

.6, . .ild play any position on the team, but he took a r-z~ -..iter because he could be the first one to "bust" 'em 
He is a red blooded Sioux \\7 arrior who never stops 

His passes were good and he never was outplayed in 

Jam .... 

I 
..... 
:i~~',< ' i-~~- :.- ~ 

;,.,!':·!°'<.:~I ,.!Xi,'~ f t;11· .. · 
'• ,, 

=--··,71 ~ ..-ril 

V"1LLIAM KOCK 
Guard 

"Bill" playing at guard never left anything undone; on offense 
he always got his man out of the way, and on defense plunged 
through the line and got the man or blocked the punt. "Bill" 
had a friend in the dummy, he never wanted to hurt it. 

iliiillii1 -..:1 -] -] .. - 

-~"~ORNINGSIDE, this year with its two 
!~ ll game season, was a complete success. 
jj ~-The State Teachers were defeated in 
· .:o the first game of the season. Owing to 

the fact that only four of the old veterans 
were back in the lineup, many of the new 
men were able to make the varsity. The 
score resulted irr a 20 to O victory over 
pedagogues. __ 
The one. feature that made it possible 

to call the Maroon season a success was 
the defeat of South Dakota "U". Last 
year the ball ~ .. -as set rolling, and for the 
first time in. the history of the school, we 
were able to defeat the coyotes. Like his­ 
tory=repeats itself, so did our actions on 
the gridiron this year. The score re­ 
sulted in a 7 to O victory for us. 
The team and the college felt disap­ 

pointed in the fact. that they were unable 
to secure more games on the schedule. 
The "flu" epidemic was largely responsi­ 
ble, coming just at the time when the foot­ 
ball season was to begin it forced all the 
colleges to postpone their games and later 
to cancel them. Coach Saunderson had a 
complete schedule of strong university and 
college teams, but only two of these could 
play their gam~s, and the Maroons were 
unable to schedule others. 

r· ..-- _.:!·1-....:.. - 
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ANNIES MARSELLE 
Guard 

Talk about your "Tanks", well, they weren't in it with Mar­ 
selle. He could handle the biggest man on the team with the 
least effort. Breaking through the line and throwing the runner 
seemed an easy matter for him. 

~ - -\ - 

mtil nearly the 
stop the S. D. 
stop anything 

H came around 

ALBERT BALKEMA 
End 

ed in the back field and on the end. He was a: 
, who never stopped until he was down. \Vith 
ience "Bud" will be a great football man. 
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NOt)EMBER 11th 
ARMISTICE DAY 

1 
I 

l. 

We were aroused out of bunKs at three in the morning 
and marched four miles down town Sioux City and paraded down 
Fourth Street. The city went wild, the war was over. As we 
passed Davidson's Store corner, I heard my name called •.• 
"Wally" ... and the~e was Mr. Addison waving to me. That 
was the last time I saw him. He was on his way to 
Wessington Springs, South DaKota, on a deal for a business, 
where he got the flu and passed away. I wanted to go to the 
funeral but could not due to the flu quarantine. 

I was discharged, December 10, 1918. As soon as I 
received my discharge I tore out o~ the gym, waved to the 
boys, caught a street car to downtown and was on a train to 
W~yne to see Nada. 

Morningside and the S.A.T.C. added a valuable 
exper· i ence to m>" 1 i fe. The friendship and h ap p v connect i ens. 
ar·e l e s t i n q and have echoed throughout m:>' 1 i -fe. 

I spent a few days at Wayne with Nada and decided it 
was time we were engaged. I returned to Morningside to picK 
up my things and went downtown to Hoberg Jewelers where I 
bought Nada's diamond and gave it to her at Christmas. Mr. 
Hoberg himself waited on me and in our conversation, I 
mentioned who the ring was for and he said he had gone to 
Newcastle and gave the Masonic Service for Mr. Addison. 

Nada graduated from Wayne College in the spring of 1919 
and was offered to teach the Kindergarten and first grades 
at Nev,1cast 1 e. 

Nada l iv e d at home i.,,1 i th her· m6 the r· and E 1 t e . E 1 t e ,· s 
mother, Mrs. Addison's sister, had died and she and Mr. 
Addison raised him from infancy, 

I 
' l 

: i: ',, 
!, 

' ! ,, 

My Job at Micksells store was waiting for me when I got 
home and it seemed so good to be back in the swing of 
th i n gs .. 

0 n ,Jan u a r· >' 1 5 , 1 9 1 9 , I v,1 a<.:- t '-"' e n t ;,' - on e ye a. r s- c, l d . E 1 me r· 
Gibbs and I drove to the courthouse in Ponca, Nebraska and 
signed papers to release the guardianship and I was on my 
own. Mr. Gibbs would not take any remuneration for the 
guardians.hip. 

Mr. Gibbs and Mr. Addison were partners, dealing in 
Re~l Estate and Live Stock. They brought the Electric Light 

ant and Telephone Exchange to Newcastle. I often went to 
tneir office for advice. Mr. Gibbs thought my future should 
be in farming, however from my experience in farming I felt 

'I I 
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I had •• "Had It." Visiting with Mr. Addison once, I 
mentioned that I was not interested in farming and I 
remember what he said to me. "Wally, you are not able to go 
to college, so my advice is to continue at the store, making 
it >'our education, dealing w i t h the public is so important." 
These were words I wanted to hear. 

Nada was teaching and I continued at the store. 
Micksel ls, who owned the Newcastle store, also owned a store 
in Ponca and were wanting to sel 1 the Newcastle store. Nada 
and I, making plans to get married, thought of buying the 
Newcastle store. I went to Ponca and talked to Micksell 
Brothers and arranged to buy the store if I could sell my 
farm. 

I 
1 
J 
l 

/ 

Going back to when Father died, leaving the farm to we 
three children .•. When Gayle was married, a mortgage was 
put on the farm for her interest leaving George and I as 
owners. In the following years due to circumstances, George 
t ur n e d his i n t e re st over to me. I tried to s.e 11 the far·m 
but due to depressed farm values, I could not raise the 
needed money and had to cancel buying the store. 

Needless to say, we were both disappointed as we had 
made plans to get mar·r·ied and oper·ating the st ore an d 1 iving 
in the apartment above the store. 

Not being interested in farming, I later sold one 80 
acres to my cousin, Bi 11 Ellyson and the other to a Clifford 
G i b b s. • Lan d p r i c e s. we n t so 1 c,,.,,, , I r· e a 1 i z e d v e r· y 1 i t t 1 e , 
however I was happy to be out from under those mortgages. 

Wedding plans were still on our minds; however, neither 
of us wanted a large wedding. With Mr. Addison being gone, 
we made plans for a secret wedding. We were·~arried by Rev. 
John Hinze in his st u dv in the Congregationa.1 Church, .Ju l v 
2, 1920. Doctor Mckercher and wife, Lola, were best man and 
lady. After the ceremony we went to the drug store and had 
an ice cream soda. 

We went to Colorado and back on the train, spending our 
honeymoon with Jess and Marie. They had made plans with two 
other couples for a fishing trip to the mountains, and we 
were invited to go along. We went into Denver, rented a 
tent and cots and I bought a bamboo rod that I sti 11 have 
today, We camped out four days and it was a big thril 1 for 
us both. I caught my first trout in the North Platte River 
near klalden. 

Dean had taken over his father's interests and on our 
return, told us the City Meat Market w~s for sale for 
$5,000. I had resigned my job at Micksel ls and this looked 
1 ike a good deal, being the only market in town. Having no 
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experience in this bus i n e s s , I took Al Ru<::.se 1 , a former· 
butcher and 1 i v e stock buyer in as a partner. 

Nada started teaching that fal 1 and taught one mo~th 
when we found out we had a family started and she resigned. 

The market was an entirely new venture for me. It 
wasn't long before I was able to master the art. 

We had a feed yard for cattle and hogs, and a small 
slaughter house. I did most of the processing of hogs and a 
few cattle at times. Ho0ever, we bought much of our meat 
from the packer firms. 

The first few months was quite a strain on me, and Nada 
almo~~ refused to sleep with me. She said I would rare up 
in bE:) k i 11 ing cattle and h oc s , cutting meat, cleaning m;,' 
meat ~lock and whatever. I soon calmed down and the market 
was d,~, i ng v-1e 11 • 

i,J e ~" e r· e h a p p >' t o be 1 i v i n g w i t h Mr s • Add i son i n h e r 
home which was good for us both. I admired and loved both 
of Nada's parents. Mr. Addison was a successful and driving 
p e r s c, ri a 1 i t y i n c omm u n i t y be t t e rm e n t an d was gr €- a t 1>' m i s s e d 
after· h i '=· de at h • 

', 
l 

' 
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The par·tner·sh i p t>,1i th Mr·. Ru<::-'=-el wa<::. n o t to m>' 1 i king a'=­ 
Mr. Russel was spending less time in the market and was 
1 o o s, i rig mor e money bu>' i ng 1 i ve s t oc k so after· a >'ear· or· so 
we desolved our partnership. 

Jim Ross who owned the pool hal 1 where I worked during 
my school days, sold the pool hall and asked to come in on 
another partnership. After some consideration and help 
situation, I decided on another partn1a-rship. 

I I was fast learning business the hard way! 

·i 
'• 
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EASTER MORI·~ I NG 
March 27, 1921 

Nada had been to see Dr. Richards the day before and 
all was vJel l. He s a i d vJe could expect our b at»: in the next 
two weeks. He also mentioned there was a st~ange heart 
beat. 

came home from the shop that Saturday evening about 
nine o'clock and two things started to happen. The worst 
ice storm of the year and Nada started having pains around 
ten o' c 1 oc k . Mother Addi son s a i d 1A1e sh ou 1 d ca 1 1 the doctor • 

(,.lhat a sur·prise and sh oc k ! The tw i n s we re bor·n a 1 ittle 
after mid-night. Geraldine weighed 3 1/2 and Nadine 3 
pounds. The doctor had not told us or did not Know there 
were twins. Our only help was the doctor and Mrs. Addison. 
We rushed around and fixed a wash boiler into an incubater 
and put both babies in it along with hot water bottles. 

The girl's bodies were a bunch of wrinkles and ful 1 of 
determination. The next morning help arrived and the sewing 
machine was busy making more cloths. The girls were not 
wel 1 and Kept us, along with Nada's mother and a hired girl, 
going night and day, crying most of the time. Food Just did 
not agree with them and later we took them to a doctor in 
Sioux City, who prescribed the right formula. They stopped 
cryi~g and were on the way to good health. 

Nada was not a bit wel 1 and had developed a Kidney 
infection. We sent for a nurse, Miss Fuller, who had taken 
care of Mr. Addison's father. Thanks to Miss Fuller, Nada 
improved enough so we could take her to Dr. Jepson in Sioux 
City. Dr. Jepson gave her medications and advised us to get 
her away from caring for the twins unti 1 she could get her 
strength back. We decided that the twins doing better, Mrs. 
Addison and another lady could care for them. We would go 
to Jess and Marie~s in Colorado. Miss Fuller offered to go 
along at no expense to care for Nada. 

We traded our one seated Ford for a four door Chalmers 
car, bought a tent and other camping equipment and left for 
Col or s do , 

The first night we got permission to camp in a farmer's 
yard south of Norfolk. Our tent was attached to the car and 
on e s. 1 e p t i n t h e c a r· . Th e s e c c, n d n i g h t 1.,o,1 e c amp e d i n Gr an d 
Is 1 and and the th i r· d night in Mc Cabe Hot e 1 in Nor· th PI at t e. 
Miss Fuller wanted to get a house dress and we went into the 
J.C. Penney store. Little then did I Know I would be 
manag€'r· o f this. store in 1939. Highway 30 wa s gr·ave 1 in 
those days and we stopped often to ·1et Nada rest. The 
fourth night v,1e stopped at a hotel in Sterling, Ccolorado and 
were to Jess and Marie's the next afternoon in Fort Lupton, 

I. 
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about thirty miles north of Denver. After resting several 
days we went to a special i st in Denver and after severa 1 
treatments, said we could go home, We thought it best for 
Nada to go by train so I drove to Columbus, Nebraska, 
meeting her and Miss Fuller there. Then on home. 

We were so anxious to get home to our girls and be a 
family again. The twins were asleep in their crib and 
waking up, took one look and started to cry. "Who are you?" 
we had been gone three weeks and they were four months old. 
I can not imagine what we would have done without Nada's 
mother·. 

The food formula the doctor prescribed cal led for fresh 
milk so we had bought a fresh cow that·gave lots of milk. 
We gav~~Dean's their milk and sold the rest at the market 
for ten cents a quart. 

The twins were so much together on things ... cutting 
teeth, creeping and learning to walk at the same time. If 
one got sick, the other had the same. Nada dressed them 
a 1 i k e an d i n s. i s. t e d t h a t 1 i k e d r· e s =· e s 1,,.1 e r· e h u n g t o g e t h e r· on 
t he ~,J a <.:-h 1 i n e . I kn 01,1,1 be c au s e I he 1 p e d VJ i t h t he f ,:,.m i 1 >·· 
w a s h • 

I 1 i I< e t o t e 1 l t h i =· o n e on hi a. d c<. • L.,.1 h e n t h e d o c t o r· i n 
Denver was taking her history, he asked, "How long have you 
been ma.rr· i ed?11 Na d a rep 1 i e d , "One year·. 11 The doc tor· as.k e d , 
"Any chi 1 dren?" Nada rep 1 i e d , "Two, 11 The doc tor· sa i d , 
"l,Jhat?" Nada s.h ou t e d , "Tw i n s .. " 

. 
Nada's health continued to improve and we were back to 

nor·ma 1 1 i vng age<. in. 

Nada and I sang so much together before we were 
married. We 1.1-1ere asked man>' t i rne s to sing after m en v public 
events .. 

One day at th~ shop, the phone rang and it was Elte 
shouting the house is on fire~ I ran out of the market and 
on the way home I met Nada coming down the street with the 
twins in the baby buggy. As .I passed her I said our house 
is on fire. A young girl was coming up the street and Nada 
left the girls with her and ran after me. Elte had the fire 
out when we arrived. The fire was in the wood box, we 
supposed from a spark from the cook stove. When he threw a 
buck e t of 1,1,1a t er· on i t , the box and a 1 1 went i n to the 
basement. We then went to look for the girls and found them 
down the street with a group of people around them, 
wondering whose kids they were. 

These were years during the prohibition days and a 
farmer who was known for his boot-legging activities, opened 
a market across the street and peddled his ware along with 
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his meat. There went many of my customers. The town was not 
large enough for two successful markets. I decided I could 
not compete with this kind of business and sold out my 
interest to Mr. Ross. I took his note for a good share and 
he soon went broke. My note was never paid. 

Like Mr. Penney, our first business venture was a meat 
market and we both failed. I sat beside Mr. Penney at a 
br· e ak f a s t one t i me . I :-a i d to h i m, "Mr· . Penn e >', >'OU and I 
have something in common. Our first business venture was a 
meat market and I am glad we both failed." Mr. Penney 
quickly replied, "Did liquor· run >'OU out?" I said, "It sure 
did and I am happy you are not cutting meat in Longmont, 
Colorado and me in Newcastle, Nebraska~ 
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THOSE FAILING YEARS OF THE TWENTIES 

Following the inflation period of 1918, after World War 
I, farm land sky-rocketed and stocks and bonds were booming. 
They would never go down or back to the original prices. 
Han g on t o you r 1 an d vJ as t h e c r· y • H ow e v e r· , i t j u s. t s e em e d 
over night prices on land fell to where it \,._1asn✓t worth the 
mortgage. Farmers struggled to pay the taxes and interest, 
so many had mortgaged their farm to buy more land, and many 
ga•.oe up. 

When Mr. Addison passed away he left no wi 11 and the 
estate went into probate. The wife getting one-third and 
the children to divide the two thirds. Much of the estate 
was in real estate, bank deposits and first and second 
mortgages. Dean took over his father's interest and helped 
d i r e c t t h e f am i l y p r· o c e e d s • A 1 1 we n t \,,, e 1 l u n t i l t h e 
de p r· e s. s. i on h i t , a. n d ban ~: s. s. t a r· t e d f a i l i n g t h r o u g h Ne b r a. s k a . 

It is hard to imagine the feeling one \1 . iou l d h av e , the 
se c ur- it>' )'O'J had \,._1c,r·ked for al l )'our· 1 i fe an d have it vanish 
when needed most. Nada told of her mother, the heart break 
of loosing money in the bank and the farm where she and Mr. 
Addison started their 1 ives together. The tragedy of the 
ti mes. 

In her later years and needing more care, we brought 
Mother Addison by ambulance to our home in North Platte and 
hired care for her until she passed away, October 20, 1948. 
One day before she would have been 78 years old, Mother 
Addi<E-on w a s buried be si de Mr·. Addison in the Ne1,,1cas.tle 
cemetey, 

She had saved some money from time to time and asked me 
to care for it. There was enough to pay the funeral expense 
ad I divided the rest between Dean, Marie and Nada. 

Nada i n h e r i t e d f r om h e r· f a t h e r· ✓ s e s t a t e · an 8 0 a c r e s. 
improved farm south of Newcastle and 160 acres of pasture 
land north of Highmore, South Dakota and a $5,000 second 
mortage on John Miller of Newcastle. The farm south of 
Newcastle carried a $6,000 mortgage which she could hav~ 
sold for $16,000, but hang onto your land ... and she did. 
Soon after we were married, the renter failed to pay his 
r e n t an d p r· i c e s on l an d we n t d own . l,..I e made a de a 1 t o t u r n 
the farm over to the mortgage holder and save further 
indebtedness. A few years later this farm sold for $3,000. 
We figured we saved $3,000 by giving it away. 

Later·, wh i l e living in Sioux Cit>', v-•e traded the land 
in South Dakota for three houses, all on one lot, on Dace 
Street in the slums of Sioux City. These three houses 
rented for $85 per· month. It w s s a 1 it t 1 e scar>' to collect 
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the rent, however payments were usually good. Th.is property 
carried a $5,000 mortgage, 

Shortly after we moved to Columbus, a real estate man 
from Sioux city cal led on us. He had a buyer for this 
property. We were anxious to sell as we could not look 
after it courselves. After a couple of days we agreed on a 
price of $5,800. We received a check from the Sioux City 
Gas and Electric Co. Too bad we did not hold out for more, 
but we were free from another headache. 

Those who entered the labor force after World War I, 
spent a good part of their working years in the low-wage era 
of the 1920's and the grat depression of the 1930's. In 
those decades, only the most fortunate were able even to 
rna i n ta in a r e a s on ab l e standard of 1 iv i ng. 

Tn late August of 1922, I received a phone call from a 
fri~ in Moringside that a Job was open in .the men's 
clothing at Davidson's Department Store. Immediately, Nada 
and I drove to Sioux City and I was interviewed and offered 
the Job. The job they offered was $100 a month plus 
commission. We talked it over and decided to take the job. 

Mr·s .. Ru:-se 1, a rnu s i c teacher· who 1 i ved in Si ou x City 
and came to Newc as t 1 e and had given Nada viol in 1 e s s on s 
offered us her cabin at Crystal Lake until we found a place 
to live. Ma.n:;' lake r·esidents had-moved fr·om the lake at 
that time of year. The Indians from the reservation came in 
to hunt and fish. They did not bother us. 

We Kept one twin, I don't remember which one and mother 
Addison kept the other. The first time Nada brought her to 
the store she saw herself in the large mirror and ran to it 
sa;.- i n q , "Da.re Sissy." l,,le rented a house on east Mor·n i ngs i de 
Ave., partly furnished for $25 a month, eight blocks from 
Cecela Park. I took the street car to work. We walked to 
the park for our groceries and went to the movies on Monday 
nights. It was only ten cents. 

The ne~t spring, John Mi 1 ler, on whom Nada held a 
$5,000 mortgage, offered us $3,000 and a $400 trade out in 
furniture. We accepted his offer. We bought a new house 
for $6,000 at 3505 Vine Ave., paying down $3,000 and traded 
out the $400 in net.oJ fur·n i ture. 

It seemed s o good to agc1.i n be l i ~i i ng in a nice home. 
Sioux City was. a l.oJhole n ew life to u:-, It as n o t ea<.:.y to be 
1 i v i n g on $100 a month . M:;' s a 1 es quot a w a =· so h i gh , I v..1a s 
lucky to make a few extra dollars. 

At this time, I want to pay tribute to a wonderful and 
faithful wife who went along with the times. Never 
complaining because things were not better. There were 
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a 1 w a>' s b 1 u e s k y s ah e ad • To h e r· , I owe s. o mu c h t o o u r 1 i f e 
and future. 

A picture still remains in my mind that happened almost 
every evening. As I step~ed off the street car ftom work 
an d w a 1 k e d down V i n e S t r e e t h om e , t vJ c, 1 i t t 1 e h e ads. i.,,.1 o u 1 d 
come i n to v i ew at the crest of the h i 1 1 • As soon as they 
saw me, here they would come as hard as they couldrun and 
t h r ow themselves into m>' arms.· 

Years later I was promoted to manager of the men's and 
boy's clothing and furnishings in the basement, with a 
salary of $175 a month. 

We made some wonderful 
i t t 1 e better soc i a 1 1 i f e • 

friends and were able to enjoy a 
Mrs. Addison came to 1 ive with 

us after selling her home in Newcastle. 

We were looking forward to another baby and the time 
was due. I came home Saturday night and Nada was in 
distress. We cal led Dr. Harrington and he said he would be 
at a dance in the Masonic Temple down town Sioux City. If 
labor started he would be out immediately. It wasn't long 
before labor started and we cal led the Temple. The doctor 
had not yet arrived. We left word with a friend, Dr. 
Haggerty, and when Dr. Harrington arrived, he said to get 
out to El lysons. The doctor arrived about fifteen minutes 
too late. Donna was already born. Mother and Mrs. Osborne, 
a friend across the street, were taking care of things. 
Donna was a seven pound, rol ly pally, born November 21, 
1925. 

In looking ahead to future advancement I could see me~ 
in charge of departments as I was, and had been there for 
ma n y >' e ct. r· s .. 

The Davidsson Brothers, Ben, Dave and Abe, who were the 
original owners and their sons and in-laws, occupied the 
executive operations of the different depart~ents. I was 
informed that at the end of the year, I would share a 
percentage of the profits over and above the overhead. The 
overhead was so high, there was nothing for me. 

I was happy with my Job at Davidsons. However, the 
future was not so bright and I was thinking of other 
p o s s i bi 1 i ties. 

Talking with a clothing salesman we purchased clothing 
from, he told me a relative of his was with the J.C. Penney 
Company and also what he had heard about the company. He 
thought their headquarters were in Kansas City so I went to 
my desk and wro t e a letter· to ,J.C. Penney, in Kansas. Ci b··, 
giving my experience with Davidsons and that I was looking 
for a greater opportunity. My letter was forwarded on to 

.. _; ..,;.c.=· ======' -· 
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the personnel department in St. Louis, Missouri. In a few 
days I received a reply from Mr, DeMoss of the personnel 
department that he wou l d be in Sioux City in March and would 
l iKe an interview. This was in January of 1927. Mr, DeMoss 
also wrote that the company had stores in Sioux Falls and 
Fremont that I could visit. The next day I was on the bus 
to Sioux Falls and had a good visit with Mr. Farensdorf, the 
manager of the J.C. Penney Co. He said he would also write 
the personnel department. I returned home that evening and 
Nada and I thought this was our big chance and hope for the 
futur·e. 

In early March I got a call from Mr. DeMoss that he was 
at the Martin Hotel and a.rranged for an in terv i ew , 

Mr. DeMoss gave me a very convincing story of the 
company and their opporunity for men. He also wanted to 
interview my wife, so I called Nada. She was at a card 
par t y . She l e f t the par t y and came d 01,,,1 n to . the hot e l • Mr· • 
DeMoss stated he had two places for us, one at Columbus, 
Nebraska and the other at Missoula, Montana. He said my 
starting salary would be $140.00 a month. That meant a $35 
c11t in s al arv . Mr·. DeMos.s told us t o decide and w i r e our· 
ar,' ., t o him at Sic,u>i Falls. the next dav , ~•.Je made up our· 
min~ over night to again tighten our belts and wired 
Mr· .Del1os.s. that lA.,e accepted the op p ort un i ty and I wou l d 
report at Columbus, Nebraska in two week~. He wired back 
that Mr. Faidley would expect me. 

I then we n t to Mr·. Bc,J ton, head of personnel, informing 
him of my decision and giving them two weeks notice. Mr. 
Bolton acted surprised and asked me to see him the next 
morning. He was sure they could make me a better 
proposition. I told him I had made up my mind to go with 
the J.C. Penney Co. 
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We rented our home to a friend for $45 a month and made 
arrangements lA.'i th the Bu c kwa l ter agenc;,' to collect the r·ent 
on the houses on Dace Street. 

i 
-..i I• 

I ., 

It wasn't easy to start over again. We had made so 
many wonderful friends who gave us a going away party and 
wished us the best. 

I made arrangements with a moving van that they would 
load our belongings one day and have up keeping house in 
Columbus the next day. 

I left for Columbus March 27, 1927, the twin's birthday 
and Nada and the girls would fol low when I found a place to 
live. I arr·ived that Sunday a.fter·noon and contacted Mr. 
Fraidley. I had dinner with them that evening and then went 
to the store and talked Penney talk. I started to work the 
next morning and was much impr·essed lA.li th a.11 the associates .• 
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The next few days I hunted for a house. Houses for rent were 
scarce and I looked everywhere. I finally found a house 
t h a t t h e own e r / s f a t h e r· h ad 1 i v e d i n f or· s e v e r· a l ye 2<. r s a 1 on e 
and had passed away. It was a nice enough house, but was so 
dirty. They rented it to me for $25 per month. The 
furniture was stored upstairs. I considered at that price, 
I could afford to clean it up. The first thng I did was 
fumigate and then get busy cleaning up. 

I called Nada that I had found a house and she arranged 
for the moving van to load our things on Saturday. She 
would leave Sunday on the trafn, to 2<.rrive in Columbus that 
evening. The van would arrive the next afternoon. Nada and 
the girls stayed with Mrs. Osborne, a neighbor who took them 
to the train Sunday. 

t,Jh at a courageous w i f e an d l)J i th th r· e e 1 i t t l e g i r· 1 s .• 
Donna, seventeen months old, in her arms and the twins who 
were six years old. They had to change depots in Fremont 
and thanks to a man who offered to carry their luggage, they 
arrived in Columbus that evening. I was waiting to meet 
them. 

No van had arrived and did not leave Sioux City for 
several days. It then got stuck between Fremont and 
Columbus for a day or two due to rain and bad roads. 
Highway 30 was not paved in those days. 

Here were were, stranded with no furniture or 
furnishings w i th only the clothing on our b a c k s , [,.J ,,._1ent 
upst2<.irs and dug out a couple beds and other things i •. ng 
with boxes and set up housekeeping. Fortunately, ther"~ was 
a cook stove and a ·few other things that helped. We had to 
buy some things. and· made out until the van ar·r· i ved ~. t,.1eek 
later. On top of all of this, the girls came down with the 
me a s 1 es .. 

The walls were so smoky and dirty, I decided to give 
them a coat of water paint. I started to p~int and when the 
water paint hit the wall~ about two other colors showed up. 
I thought there was no use in. putting any more paint on the 
walls, so I wet the brush, went round and round and came up 
with a mixture of colors that at least looked clean. The 
landlord came to visit and thought the house looked so good 
he raised the rent to $30. Boy were we mad! 

The tw i n s had s t art e d to school in ::;iou><: Cit:,-.-, so ~~•e 
started them in the Columbus school for the rest of the 
year. So many of the girls were wearing overalls. Nada 
thought this looked terr·ible, but it wa s n r t long until the 
girls wanted overalls. 

We went for a drive one evening and Nada saw some 
be au t i f u 1 l eaves. gr ow i n g a 1 on g a fence • She thought the 
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leaves. i ... iou l d be nice for the gir·ls. to take to their· t e a c ;' 
so I got out and picked them. The twins took them to school 
the next day and that evening the twins and I broke out with 
poison ivy. We had it over our arms and face. I never 
heard what happened to the teacher. 

After the measles, Donna came down with pneumonia. With 
me working days and most evenings and Nada with her all day, 
we took turns tryng to get some relief. Donna's mouth became 
so sore from medicine she refused to eat from a spoon, so 
the doctor had us give her nourishment bY enema. I was with 
her the night she opened her eyes, looked up and said, 
"Sammy" and pointed to a dish on a stand. I cal led to Nada. 
She f i x e d sorne cerea 1 and offered it to her. She r e f u s.e d 
and said, "Sammy." We could not understand what she wanted 
and were desparate. I then thought of a sandwich. I fixed 
two smal 1 pieces of bread and put jelly between. She 
grabbed it and gobbled it down. She refused to eat from a 
spoon for some time. 

Donna's fever had broken and she seemed better. We 
often talked of that night and it as one of the happiest 
moments of our 1 ives. Donna was weak and had lost so much 
v . re i oh t , ;i,r, had t o lear·n to i ... ,alk over again. I can see the 
twins, o, on each side walking her around the house. 

This was our induction into the J.C. Penney Company 
Realm. 
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THE J.C. PENNEY COMPANY 

This was quite a change from what I had been accustomed 
to at Davidson's Department Store in Sioux City. I was on 
the f 1 oor se 11 i ng rno st of the ti me during the store hours 
and returning evenings to do stock work and other jobs. 
There were five regular men in the store ... Lloyd Faidley, 
manager; Pete Lakers, assistant manager; Roy Houdershal t, 
Tom Graf is and myself. Roy, Tom and I took turns trimming 
the windows, attending the furnace and other jobs. We were 
also required to complete a correspondence course in 
r·etailing. 

I c an n e v e r· f or g e t t h e >' e a r· - e n d i n v e n t or· ;,' . 0 n 1 >' 1 i k e 
items of same, year, lot, cost in code and price were 
s.1 ipped togeher·. This. made ee. lot of wrt t i n c on i nv e t ory 
sheets which was done on New Years Day by al 1 store 
employees. I never enjoyed a New Years Day with my family 
during my years with the J.C. Penney Co. It's al 1 so 
di ffer·en t t o dav . 

The inventory was then figured by we four men and had 
to be figured three times and completed and rnai led to New 
York by January 15th. Can one imagine figuring piece goods, 
17 1/2 yards at 9 3/4 cents for hours late into the night' 
After a few years New York did the figuring and was that a 
refl ief. From Thanksgiving to the middle of January was a 
da>' and night or·deal. 

In 1928, Mr. Faidley received word he was to b. he 
mana.ger of the net .. , ,J. C, Penney store in Lincoln, Ne br , •. _,.ka, 
Pete Lakers was made manager of the Columbus store and 
Stewart Rogers ws transferred from Norfolk to Columbus as 
assistant. Mr. Faidley took Roy to Lincoln and Tom went to 
Tracy, Minnesota. This moved me up to second man place. 
The p e rson n e l office se n t us. two nei,,..1 men, I ssah ,.Tet .. ie 1 an d 
'Harold Allen. We then hired a local man, Max Ulrich. Mr. 
Rogers was at Columbus about a year and then·made manager at 
Rock Rapids, Iowa. This moved me up to assistant manager at 
a salary of $160 a month. 

~ Dean, Nada r s br·other·, had the For·d Agenc>' in t-Jet.~1ca.s.tle ....._ 
and owed Nada some money, He cal led us that he had Just 
traded for a Model T Ford that had very few miles. He would 
exchange for· the Chalmers and cancel the n o t e , to wh i c h t,,,e 
agreed. He and Frances met us in Norfolk and we were 
thrilled with the Ford, The old Chalmers had about "Had 
I t . II 

Things were a 1 i ttle r·ough, 1 iving on my s.a l arv . l.Je 
found a larger house for $45 a month that had a large 
one-room apartment and t~o other ~corns upstairs. The Jewels 
would take the apartment for $15, Max Ulrich one room and 
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Li 11 i e , Nada/s c ou s i n who wa:- wc,rking at the store, would 
take the other. Max and Li 1 1 i e gave us $ 7. 50 a month. This 
c u t c, u r r· e n t t o $ 1 5 p 1 u =· some e x t r· a u t i 1 i t i e =· w h i c h h e 1 p e d . 

We made room in the 
Donn a s 1 e pt ~" i th L i 1 1 i e , 
parlor into our bedroom. 
room and kitchen. 

upstairs ha 11 for the tw i ns and 
"Aunt Audy". Nada and I made the 
We sti 11 had a 1 iving room, dining 

Our house was across the street, north of the Junior 
high school. l.Jhen the boys we r e tr·a in i ng for track, the. 
twins would race with them and coach Rich said they could 
beat most of his boys. 

Mr. and Mrs. Faidley thought so much of the girls. We, 
belonged to the Federated Church, Presbyterian ahd 
Congr·egat i on a l , and the tw i n s u su a l 1>' sat 1,.,i th them in 
church, which caught the attention of the congregation. 

Donna was about three years old and when Nada, Aunt 
Audy and Donna were in the grocery store and missed Donna. 
They found her in front of the cocky display, on her knees, 
hands folded in prayer, saying "Pray." 

Nada and the girls were in Woolworths and the twins had 
to go to the rest room. They locked the door. When they 
were ready to come out they couldn/t unlock the door. They 
got hv s t e r- i cal. l.,.Jhen Nada heard them crying she cal 1 ed a 
clerk. They could not get the door open and had to go 
o u t =· i de t o a VJ i n d OVJ an d t e 1 1 t h em h ow t o u n 1 o c k t h e doc, r • 
Nada said they were a sight from crying and scratching the 
i,,,.,a 1 1 s. 

We bought produce from Mrs. Farnsdorf who 1 ived close 
to t own a. n d she g a~ .. e the g i r· 1 s a. h en an d 1 i t t 1 e ch i c k e n s . 
The gir·l !" .n a de real p e t s of them. l.,,lhen the,' wer·e gr·ovm, vJe 
c o u 1 d n r i< i 1 1 t h em so t h e ,, 1,,1 e r· e so 1 d t o t h e mar k e t . 
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WASH 
CLOTHS 

\· .. j,~~(~ 2 ~a. 
no stdpt'S ! 

UtiZ>tl 
CLOTHS 

fli~)i}f :~:: 3 ~a. 
,111d bord('r' 
Colors: fltd. Gold. c-ee o: 

s.-.vt' '. 

111.1· 'JI 11'.1 
si r e , pl,tin 
whit" cotton 
h.1,1dkrrchief~ 
1-trmstitchtd 

LAUtt.:.' 
HANKIES 

1 :a. 
Ht111! 

• Sol; ,,11c1 

PANTIES 
10c Lustrous'. 

• Vt:ry s e s-. 
vtce aute '. 

You'll .1p111·t· 
cio1tJ qualit)' 
.1: weu a:, s,,ving!li! 

\.,UU.UU 
Bedspreads 
e~~'. ~~::,:~; 34c 
lovrly ne w 
s1>n•.1ds for 
every room in 
th" housr at 
this low price! 

V'-'1 '°'" I~ 
PERC:A 

1 Don't 1,iin thi1 
t'IICtptit1rul 
v at ue ! Nrw 
spring p.11trrn1 
In. largo and 
sm.,11 typu. 
F.:1,t tolor1! 36" wid 

I I Si : o i:!" .\· i'8" 

SUMMER QUILTS 

• \\"hilt· t·,,tton Fill1·d 

• \11w at ()111~ · 

I .;ulit•< l'rinlt·d 

Naillsook44c 
Gowns . 

:ai" \\ i(llh \t•q•lt~ 
( 'urlain 

arquis- 5c 
ttes, yd. 
,pnrd F1gurrs'. 
-''" Ooh'. 

Fir:--1 qualil~ 

ilk 79c 
ose, pr, 
Serv+cr o,• Ch,ffo": 

Nt:Wt:S: Colors' 

·.:u\it>:--:..'--,- 

:,llU(''O. -· 1.:ulit•-.· L'u l lnn 

port 49c 
wcaters 

• C•·t:v• Ne e v : 
Criol Colo~s '. 

; -uz .. \\ 1. l.;111it•..:' 

Com- $298 
hlnation 

0,"10,1ty Slylrs ,:-,.11 C.: 
F",H. Cc-h-•·, 

/\ s1,,r,I> .,,1p1iort,n:; 9.,~•11rnt -- .-,.11:1 .. \\"(. 

Summer $198 
Girt.lie .. 
/l !,•11:•.P· l,11,.,g (J,,~, .. !iil - ~prill:.! T., pt• 

Baby $198 
Scales ,A 

• 1:111111!1 l<d~,·~ 

la-nu t iful l'at. !!• 

\"t•W \\"hih· 

Hand 43c 
Bags 

M,111y. M,,,.) $1~1,., 

l'arl t.im-n 

Kitchen 
Towels . 

l.aclh•:--' hnt·t·•lli 

Silk z5c 
Hose, pr. 
f:"1rs1 Qu,1111)'. Nl'~,t~· $11.1:H'S 

,.,,111 r11,,inrlrll witkr, h.1si..~t 
,ill:,cht:t: 

.l11111lio :-:i1t· Cn111111n 

Bath 
Towels 
A I t:,11 ~., 11119 <,ti ,l n1,1rvrlo1•~ 

lt•wrl: 
_, _ 

1·1H'11i10t' 

Bath $100 
Sets. 
tJr,ittlrl. I c ct-»' ,111c' ~l~'»•gns! 

v.,l\u•<.' 

TOWEL ENDS 
Faclory .-lcc1111111lalio11.' 

(r'ood (l11al it II Terry Tutre! Etit!« 
T!u·.,· ha,·,, 111;111,,· u:-,•:- '. l!t•llt'I' hurr.,·- 

1 ht•y \\1111·t la:-:t 11111)!·'. .-\:-:-,1rlPtl l;ll'~t• a111I 

:-:11,all :-:iz,•:,; '. 
Each 

SHEETS 
79c 

• ...:1··x !I!!''. Y1111 l-!t.'l : .•·i,· .,,: .. .-­ 
in• for lt•s:-: 11101ll'\" · .. ~.,:11 _\·1,11 
1111.\· \'ati1111-\\'idt•. :-ht•1•t:.; 
tli1·.,··n• ,,·par in. \'l':11' n11l ,·.ti· 
Ill' .... 1111' thrift.,· li;111H• . ..:.' 

Part l.inl'll 

LUNCHEON 
CLOTHS 
z5c 

:--izt• ~,:_!·•\' .. ,:_!" :\.,;--111"'.1•,! I ',• ! 

1, .. ,d,·r:- :111il !d:dd 1·•·?:'.,·r-. 

#' • • • • ' • • • ,· • ~ •'t ,· t • 

Fast Color.' ShC'<'l',1 

Si;,.1•.~ I 1-11. 'i h,· m11:-l 
:.11l:-:la1uli11: . ..- dn•:.::-1•..:. 
,n111\·1• ,,,·,·r :.:t•1•11 1'111' :-:.u 
litlh·'. Th~·.,· :!rt' \\'t•ll 

:111d 11in·I.,· I ri1n~ 

( ·s(· 
Our 

('0111·,,,,. 
i('lt{ 
/,(I//· 

. I tl'a /J 
/'Ian.' 

STARTING TODAl:!· 

01i'ci'oTH .: 1 
19c I ~ 

II, t .. 11. ''i'I"' ~~: n 
,., 1~ltt,•11 \ •Ill k•l• ht•• .•• 

1
. r 

11:t!,· II! 1111 t' \ l 0111, I;,, 
"t.:!1: ... ;111d . .', 1•·1 I" '. 

,,, ":,I,·, { 

/,ar/i"' s,: 
I 

l 
i 

\\'m, Elly~on 
llt'\\" IU:llHIJ~l'I', lfl\ il\ ~ .,·nu 
1,1 ~h:1n• the 1'1::11,· n,ha•:-­ 
ht• h:1s 11rcli•n·d i'::r .\"fl!'.. 

lnrnnb' LnrJ.!l" :-;i,.t• 
:rn··s .-10" 

Crib 3111;1c 
Blankets I 

A v;,h•~ yo11'II w.H1~ 
sevt1·,,1 of' 

l.adit•:-:.' (:anl1·11 and :-:p11rl 

Straw 39c 
Hats 

/\ttr;,c.t1vt Slylt:\' 

::Ii'· Hundu 
Deluxe 
Prints 
r ,1!; Colo•~: 
P, I' f.h11111k '. 

I ;;,.1,· 

S11ort 40c 
Slacks "I 
:-lcv.t",l 111 tohu .~•'.:i ~:)·t''.· 

V,11,,l·s· 

l.:ulit .. ,.' 

Sport qgc 
Slacks .. 
Stript: ;,nd Pl,1111 Col.ws: 

Sit,.:: I: ll ."'0' 

:lfi 11u·i1 

Arbor l"c 
Cretonne V 
Nt'w Colo, h1I Ot!i11Jt1 · 
ti\ lll(':l1lllll yro1111us. 

),ll'tl 

1: .. 11,, ""' 
Pillow 
Cases ea. 

1;;r1,· 

Summer 
ANkl~l• 

PANTIES 
2 tor 2sc 

\\'1111w11':-: fi1w •111 :I I j l r 
ln1i1 ra_\·1111 p:111ti1•:-: i11 rq•:· 
t1b1r :111d l,rw1 h•ll;.!lh.,-·­ 
. ..:.,11:irl ... 11·pi11 .-1.\ h•:-:. l'n·t• 
t ii., I ri1111111·d' 

1.all•-.1 and :--:.111:irCt•:-:I 

DRESSES 
$398 

J'lw 11,•\', !'•.:\ 111° • Ill' 1;11111111:,: 
,lt·.111 \':uira dr,•.;:.:1• . ..:. ... -.1, 1- 
•·d ri;.:hl :ind prin·,1 ri::i;, '. 
I II l Iii• ;--1·;i,..,,,,·.~ I ,,• . ..:.t p,I. 
~'\ ... • pl:1i1, :111,I l'l'illl ... I~- .,_, 

FLOUR SACK 
. ·.·•·. ('. 

.. .. --· ~~-···- I 



• l 
l 

1 

LEARNING THE HARD WAY 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

It is hard to understand Just why we did not list our 
home and the property on Dace Street for sale when we moved 
to Columbus, Nebraska. We no doubt would have received a 
better price, however, the extra income helped us at that 
time and seemed a good investment. We learned the hard way 
that nothing is certain. 

After a year or so, our renter in the houses in 
Morningside, started missing his payments and was back 
s. e v e r· a l mo n t h , s. r· e n t . Lu c k >' f or· u s. h e r· an f or Pu b l i c Sa. f e t >' 
Comrn i ssi on e r- of Siou:,: Cit>' and .h i s political +r I e n d s paid 
the back r· en t . 

This house almost cost me my Job in the Penney company. 
When I was assistant manager attending a seminar in Omaha 
prior to a Penney manager/s convention in 1930, we were 
asked to fill out a questionnaire. One of the questions 
V.Jc<.s-, "Do >'OU have an;,, p e rs on a l obligations.?" I 1 i s t e d our­ 
home in Sioux City at $6,000 with a $3,000 mortgage. When I 
app 1 i ed for· the job v.1 i th Penne::,'s, this. same qu e st ion V.Jc<.S­ 

asked and I reported none, not considering our house was a 
p e r· s. on a 1 ob l i g c<. t i on as. i t v,, as. i n m ::-' t,.,1 i f e ' =· n am e and h c<. 1 f 
pa. i d for . 

Lc1.ter· I t.~1as. c a l led to l.,.li 11 i arn Bu sh n e l l -'s p e re.on a l roorn 
in the hotel e.n d klOt,,I did I c at c h "Hell." He pointed his 
f i n g e r· a. t me an d s. a i d , '"( o u 1 i e d 11 

, r· e f e r· r· i n g t o my or· i g i n c<. 1 
application of no obl iga.tion: .. I tried to e x p l a i n the h ou se 
v,12<. s. h a l f p a i d f or· bu t t o n o a,_, a i l , h e s. a i d , " You a. r· e c<. r· i s. I< 
to the J.C. Penney Company and I want to see you in this 
room after the banquet this evening." No one can imagine 
how I felt and what I faced. This was it, 

After the banquet I went to his room. Walter Reynolds 
and Bil I Mitchel were the only ones in the room. They were 
directors of the c~npany. They were very pleasant and 
talked to me in a nice manner, putting me at ease. 

I s. a. i d t o t h em , 11 I f t h i s. h o u s. e s. t an d s. i n t h e t,.,1 a >' o f m :,' 
fut u r· e t•J i th the ,J.C. Penn e >' Comp an v , I w i l 1 shove i t over a. t 
on c e . " Th e ;,' as. s. u r· e d me t h. a t m :>' p e r· f c, r· ma. n c e v,, as. =· a t i s. f a c t or· :,' 
and to work out this problem as best I could and continue 
t,,, i t h m ;,' f u t u r· e i n t h e c om p c<. n '>' • 0 h , t, .. , h c<. t a r· e 1 i e f an d t o 
know these kind of men in the J.C. Penney Co. 

Dean and Frances had given up the Ford Agency and were 
it.! i n9 in Si ou x Cit:,', I c al l ed Dea.n to l i s t our· h ou s.e +or 

sale. Prices were d~~n and Dean cal led and said he had an 
offer of $3,400. Due to circumstances, we told him to sell 
the house, This was a loss of $2,600. So much was gone, 

'i 
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I 

. i 
I 

i 
I ,I 

11 

I!' Ill 
i I, 
I ii 
I ·, 
I i 

-54- 



_but we had our future to be thankful for. We had learned a 
c o s t 1 y 1 e sson • • • i f >' o u c an ' t p a>' f or· i t , 11 For· g e t i t • 11 

ON MY HONOR • , , • another· t r v i ng experience. l,Jh i 1 e I 
was at Columbus I was usually at the store at eight o'clock. 
The first thing was to get the money ti 11 and place it on 
the c a sh i er· de sk . Haro l d Al 1 e.n was;. in the h o sp ital. He 
cal led wanting me to bring something from the store. No one 
else had arrived. I left a note to the cashier where I had 
gone and dropped the ti 11 in the wa s t e basket, not l ... .1an ting 
t o 1 e av e i t e x p c, '=· e d • 1..o..l h e n I r· e t u r· n e d , t h e c a '=· h i E- r· a '=· k e d f or· 
the till. I said, "It's;. in the t....iaste basket."' She re p l i e d , 
"The v,,as;.te b a sk e t i '=· empt>'," I made a. "B 1 i ne" for· the 
furnace r o om and w a.'=· me t ~·-• i t h a. r oar i n g f i r· e • A 1 1 the t r· a.sh 
was going up in smoke. After reporting to Mr~ Lakers what 
had taken p l ac e , I si f t e d thr·ough the ashes and a.11 t h a t v,,a: 
left was pennies, nickles and strings of melted silver. I 
was thankful for the evidence of my blunder. 
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L.JEST PO I ~~T 

December 28, 1930, Mr. LaKers received a wire from New 
York, asking him to send W.W. Ellyson to the West Point, 
NebrassKa store. I was to supervise taking the inventory 
and t o manage the s t ore un ti 1 the nel.oJ manager·, Mr·. Doyle, 
who was sick, would arrive. 

The p re se n t mc1.nager· had been r·e 1 i e v e d o f his- du t i e s and 
the employees had proceeded to take the inventory, putting 
an i n v e n t c, r· >' s. 1 i p on · e a c h i t em . M ;>' f i r· =· t j ob vJ a=· t o 
c on de n s e ·=- 1 i p s t o s av e a. s mu c h ....._ , r· i t i n ,;, a. s p o s s i b 1 e • 1.,J h a. t a 
me =· s. I h a d go t t e n i n t o ! 1.,._1 e f i r, i =· h e d t h e i n v e n t or· ;,' a n d 
rnai led it to New York. The store was a -former J.B. Beyers 
store that had been taken over by the Penney Company two 
.,.- e a. r· =· pr· e 1,1 i c, us. . The s t or· e l,,1 as. sm a 1 1 and I hoped I l.oJ o u 1 d g e t 
a larger store when I was made manager. 

I 
I 
I 

After closing the store at ten o'clock on the first 
Saturday night, I trimmed the to windows and started home to 
Columbus in a snow store, 65 miles away. I arrived about 
t h r· e e o ,. c 1 o c k a. f t e r· a h e c t i c t r· i p a n d 1 u c I< ;,' t c, be a. g a. i n v,1 i t h 
my +arn i 1 /. 

Leaving the Ford for Nada, I returned to West Point 
Sundc1/ e v e n i nc on the t ra i n . I h ad st av e d a t the hotel at 
first and then found a room at the Krause house which we 
later owned. A few weeks later, Nada and Donna came to West 
Point to see the store and spend a few days. The store was 
22 feet wide and 75 feet long with a smal 1 ready-to-wear 
balcony and a desk for an office. 

I 
I 
I 

It wasn't hard to figure out why the manager was let 
out. Forty per cent of the stock was mostly Beyer's 
mercha.nd i ·=-e over two ;>'ear·s old and a.11 the good had been 
=· o 1 d , 1 e av i n g t h e odd s a. n d e n ,j = . I c ·=<- n r· e c a 1 1 t h e 1 2 6 p "'· i r· 
of men's oxfords, mostly in sizes 6-6 1/2-7-10 1/2 and 11. 
The store needed a good clearance, but not being the manager 
I did not feel it v,1a.s up to me to de, so . I did put on a. 
clearance sale and got rid of some to other stores. 

There were no orders on file and no white goods for 
January sale, so I cal led Norfolk, Columbus and Fremont to 
send me what merchandise they could. I came up with a 33% 
gain for January, my first month as a manager. 

The store had two regular women, Mrs. Wycoff and 
Barbara Surman, and an extra woman and Wi 1 lard Paul on 
Sa. t u r d a.>'=· a. n d a. f t e r· = c h o o 1 • Th e ;,, l"' e r· e a 1 1 good h e 1 p an d 
things went along fine. With new merchandise coming in we 
ended February with a 32% gain. So far I had heard nothing 
regarding Mr. Doyle. I was able to get home a few times on 
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weekends to see my family and Mr. Lakers came to West Point 
a few times with Nada and the girls coming along. 

Mr. Doyle passed away the later part of March and I 
received a wire from'New York making me manager. Al 
Be tzol l , manager· fr·om Nor·fol k checked me in a.s. mana.ger·. I 
wasn't too happy, but it was a start and a big challenge to 
be on my own and make the most of it. The first thing I 
wanted to do was get my family moved and settle down to 

iving again. 

Finding a h ou se t.•,1as. l i ke finding a needle in a. hci.y 
stack. West Point was an old pioneer tcwn and the people 
were not too friendly to newcomers. I remember Nada saying, 
11 I f an;,' one s ct.:~'=· p i on e er· t c, me a g a i n , I ' m go i n g t o sc r- e am • " 
I heard of a house for rent and the owner would not rent to 
me, saying I was a chain store man and wouldn't be there 
l c, n g , t, .. 1 e f i n a. l l ;,' f c, u n d a p l a c e . Mr· <.: • I< r· au =· e 1 i ,_., e d u p s. t a. i r· s. 
and rented us the downstairs. It wasn't much, but it was a 
p 1 a c e t o 1 i ,..., e u n t i l s. om e t h i n g be t t e r· =· h c,1,,,1 e d u p . Th e r· e t,._1 a.=· 
no nat ur el 9.3,s. in kle<;:.t F'oint an d Na d a cooked on ct. coal st ov e 
and also on the camp stove we took to Colorado. That fal 1 
we rented the Ernesty house which was better, but not all 
modern, as we had to heat that winter with a hard coal 
burner, like the good old days. The fol lowing spring we 
rented the Charles Sass home which was modern. 

I decided my first big job at the store was to clean 
house of the old merchandise which was 40% of old Beyer's 
odds and ends and sizes. I did not have a profit sharing 
contract so I took some drastic mark downs to clear so these 
would not be charged against future operations. The 126 
p c1. i r· of m e n ,· =· ox f o r· d s. i n e r1 d '=· i z e s. , I p r· i c e d a. t $- 1 • 0 0 • 
8 o ),'' =· mus 1 i n n i g h t g ov.m s. 1 5 c en t =· f or· ha n d K er· c h i e f =· , ~• . .1 ho 
ever heard of boys wearing night gowns, I emptied a big box 
of ladies. old cotton h o se in the a l l e v t rash and ct. couple 
mo n t h =· 1 a. t e r· .:,. l a. d y b r· o u g h t i n 2<. c o u p 1 e doz €· n , t,,1 a. n t i n g h e r 
money back. I told her the last I saw of those hose they 
were dumped in the alley, Nuff said1 I had boxes of ladies 
h e a.,.,, :,, u n de n,,1 e a. r· a. n d I h ""· d Mr· =· , . l,J;., c of f t aY e t h em t o t h e 
~;i st e rs. a.t the Catholic chur·ch, 

I did a lot of circular advertising in other towns. I 
would take the twins and a couple other girls and they would 
go up and down the streets leaving circulars at homes. They 
got ·='· big Kick out c,f doing it an d ct. little e x t ra p ay , V.le 
sold oxhide overalls for 49 cents and paydays at 98 cents. 
~;ilk hose •a.t 25 c e n t s and .~scent: a pel r, La.dies. cotton 
dr·esse:. +or- 6<;• c e n t t s. Men'·=· vrnr·I<. shoes $1, 79 to $2.98. 
Ladies dresses at $4,98. Men's hot-shot work shirts at 25 
c e n t s . 

With wanted merchandise arriving, we were getting new 
customers and sales continued to rise, Prospects were 
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looking better. We finished the year with a 32% gain over 
$42,000 the year before. 

Donn a s t ar- t e d to <.:-ch oo 1 that fa 1 1 and the tt.,, i n s vJe r· e i n 
the fourth grade. It seemed so good to be settled again. 
We were making many new friends and West Point was becoming 
a happier· place to 1 ive. 

l,Je visited s e v e ra 1 of the c h u rc h e s but f i n a 11 y se t t 1 ed 
in the smal 1 Congregatio~al Church which was more to our 
1 iking. The only trying thing was the preacher who came 
from Fremont to give the sermon on Sundays. He would bring 

i n a 1 i t t 1 e h e 1 l a b o u t c h a. i n s. t o r· e <.:- . T h i s "·-' a s s. om e VJ h a t 
embarrassing to us and the congregation, however, he wasn't 
there 1 ong. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

A heart breaking Christmas ... when I went to West 
Point I did not get a raise in salary or a contract for two 
years on profits. At Christmas the twins had asked Santa to 
bring new roller skates and Donna asked for a doll buggy for 
h e r· do 1 1 , T omm )-' . 8 e s. i de s. t h e u s. u a. 1 c a. n d ;,·· an d n u t s. , San t a 
was able to bring new wheels for the roller skates and a 98 
cent dol 1 bed +or- the dol 1. Chr· i strn e s mor·n i ng not a. 
disappointing word was heard. The twins were thrilled to be 
skating again and Donna was also thrilled with the dol 1 bed. 
Mom and I seemed to be the only ones that hurt. I never 
forgot that Christmas. What wonderful girls were ours to go 
along with the times. 

I: 

I 
l 
[ 

One more obstacle stood in our way. This was at the 
height of the chain store controversay. My large competitor 
was the Bauman Store. Ed Bauman ~as president of the 
Merchants Minute Men, fighting chain stores. Many of the 
merchants were not too friendly toward us. This fight was 
even br·ought up in the Legis.la.tur·e, I t ook s e v e ral )-'ea.r·s. to 
o v e r· c om e t h i s. a. g i t a. t i on . H rn,., e 1..J e r· , I t o o k a. n a c t i ',J e p a. r· t i n 
community affairs and in a couple years we were made to feel 
par· t of t h e a. c t i ,_,. i t ;,' of t, .. 1 es. t F' o i n t . I t, . .1 a. s ask e d to j o i r, t he 
Lions Club and was elected president of the ·chamber of 
Commerce. I was also president of the Issak Walton and in 
that year we had a successful drive for funds to acquire the 
property Known as Dead Timber, as a State Park. I also 
served on the State Board of the Issak Walton League. 

[ 
[ 

In those days a new manager was required to operate his 
store one ful 1 year as a trial. Being m~de manager in April 
1 9 ::: 1 , t h a. t )' e a. r d i d r, o t q u a. 1 i f >' s. o t h e f o 1 1 ov . .1 i n g ;,' e a r· , 1 9 3 2 , 
was my trial year. I received my one-third profit sharing 
c on t r· ·='· c t i n 1 '7' :3 3 an d m :~.. f i r· s. t c om p c h e c k i n 1 9 3 4 f or $ 1 , 0 7 1 . 
Homer Torry, D.M. told me this was the largest check written 
in Nebraska that year. There was no store in Omaha; Lincoln 
lost money that year and due to the drastic mark downs other 
s. t or· e s. h a. d 1 i t t 1 e p r· o f i t . 
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Along with my check, I received 21 shares of stock 
which in later years split to 378 shares. This was our 
f i rs.t bre ak t o a better· 1 i fe. 

The spring of 1933, I went to my first Penney 
convention in Kansas City. At the banquet I was asked to 
stand and be recognized for a 32% gain, the largest in 
Nebr· a s.k a .. 

We then bought our first electric refrigerator and 
several other needed items. My next move was to the Kirkow 
& Ickman garage to see if they stil 1 had the 1932 Chevy they 
had carried over and would trade for our Ford and $400. We 
made the deal and that tAJa<.:. the rno s t beautiful car· I think 1,,,1e 

own e d • 

I 
j 

I 
I 
I 

That summer, with the new car, we went to Yellowstone 
Park •• our first real vacation. We took along our camp 
stove, cooking and serving dishes and a box of groceries. 
We prepared al 1 of our meals as we went. We stayed the 
f i r· s. t n i g h t i n a Nor· t h P 1 a t t e mo t e l . I c a. n / t '=· a. >' mu c h f c, r· 
motels those days. The next day we took in the Frontier 
Days at Cheyenne and drove on to Douglas, Wyoming. We 
entered the park and spent three days at Fishing Bridge, 
then made the circle staying one night each at Canyon, 
Roosevelt and Old Faithful. The price of cabins in the park 
was $2.00 a night. We stopped at West Thumb and Nada, 
another man and I rented a boat. We caught seventeen trout 
in an hour. We had our movie camera along and took many 
pictures of the park and animals. We then left the park and 
drove to Jess and Marie/sand then on home. 

In 1935 I received a comp check for $2,800, a salary 
increase to $175.00 and 28 shares of stock. This was the 
last year stock was issued to managers. A new plan was set 
up whereby stock would be held for your retirement at 60. 

8 u s i n e s. s k e p t i n c r· e as i n g . H ot,.1 e 1,.1 e r , t-•,1 e h ad t o 1 i m i t 
ines that were badly needed due to crowded conditions. 

The Stearns Store across the street closed. It was 
about twice the size of our store. I wrote New York giving 
them the details and they sent a Mr. Riley out to negotiate 
a lease. However, he was unable to make a lease. He then 
contacted the owners of the building on each side of our 
st or e t o u se their· walls. t o e x t e n d our st ore to the al l e v 
which gave us 60 feet more room. 
ready-.to-wear balcony, office and 
then able to improve the looks of 
merchand i s.e 1 i n e s .. 

This gave us a larger 
shoe department. We were 
the store and add more 

l,Jhen the Stear·n<.:. stor·e c 1 o se d , Ti 11 i e Stear·n ap p l i ed 
for a job. I ga.ve her· ful 1 time wor k and she p rov e d to be 
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an oustanding employee. I was also able to employ a young 
man, Leo Luedke, who went on with the company. 

The Judge Crawford home which was located on an entire 
block, landscaped with trees and drive-ways and later owned 
by the Krause family, was for sale by Occidental Building 
and Loan of Omaha. Having been in West Point these several 
years and thinking this might be our home in the company, we 
purchasd the p I ace. Our· p 1 ans i.,.,ere t o r·emode 1 the house, 
1 iving in it a year or so and turning it into apartments. 
We would then build on one of the lots. This was a three 
~- t or· >' h om e , t h e n o c c u p i e d b >' two r· e n t a 1 f am i 1 i e s • vJ e 
proceeded to remodel and made the main +l o or- v e r v 1 i v e ab l e , 
One can appreciate the size and looks of the place by a 
picture in my scrap book as well as an article written by 
Mrs. Guy Thompson, "The Big House." 

We only 1 ived in this home a couple years when I was 
offered the North Platte store. Our family have many fond 
memories of West Point and the people of this community. It 
was a sad morning when we headed down the highway leaving a 
most enjoyable 1 ife with those w~o had given so much out of 
their appreciation. 
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