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LIFE IS A WILDERNESS; Only bthe courageous
scale the peaks,.sece "the -vistas that lie ahead.

The first of life's mountains to be conquered
is, YOURSELF. There is no easy path around that
mountain. You mus®t face the climb unaided, no

"matter how daifficult it seems. Many never learn
that lesson. unly from the top can Jou find your
true bearings and glimpse the horizon before you.

Until you reach Lhe oummlt life must remain a
mystery; a tangled maze wwthout meaning or plan.
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MY 8FTH BIRTHDAY

These lacst few years in retirement I have thought of my
Yesterdayes, and the insictance of my three daughters to
write the story of my life.

A lifte which had it’s beginning in the Horse and Buggy
Days of "Do it Your Self" and living through an era of
swearing at primitive toole and inventing modern ones,
driving shining cars on flashing highwaye, air travel,
exploration of space and a witness to man walking an the
moon, surely one of the most amazing periods of change in
all history in which to live.

To give thanks to my parents for the life they gave me
and that all-important element of Self Reliance.

To give thanke to God’s direction to a beautiful lite |
with a loving and sharing wite and three lovely daughters
wha alwaye remember to come home again.
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FOREWORD

I thouaht when I decided to write my Autobiocgraphy that
I coutd write it all on a dozen or "so" pages. BEut, the
"Som’e', have had it, and my memory is still in there handinag

it out,
Time cannot eracse thoce magical momente which are
pasted in ocur mental ccrapbook of memories.

It has qgivern me time to think beyond my Yesterdaye, to

those days of my ancestors who were first in our America

Captain Robert Ellyeon, in 14842, lived in Saint Mary s
County, Maryland, at the end of the long peninsula that is
separated from Yirginia by the Potomac River., Later he
moved to Virginia. Only eight yvears earlier, had the, "Ark
and Dove", made their historical landing in waters just off
thie peninsula Fobert Ellyson could have eacsily Known
Leconard Calwert and hise colonists., Genealogy of the Ellyson
tamilies are later recorded.

When Mada and 1 were in Mew York for our retirement
with the J.C. Penney Company, we had the pleasure of a2 boat
trip around Manhatten Island. @As our boxt circled the
Ztatue of Liberty, we threw the old girl a kKiss. She iz not
great art but she is beautiful, beautiful for what she
reprezents, "Liberty and Justice", for all. A Beacon of
Light, to men, women and children, -from many lands, many
languages, many nationalities, finding the oppressions of
over the watere, too great to bare, were drawn
to the land of op ortunity. They were willing
eat hardships, asking only for an unfetiered

ht of my ancecstors, there was no Statue of
Liberty to greet them, but like so many otherse, they
struggled and worked hard., They wanted nothing for nothing,
no handouts or subzidies. Here am I, like all of wou,
enjoring the blessings they made poscible for uve,

I thoug
o

This i€ a country, pecple all over the world long to
come ta, You and 1 are here,
This ie my country and love (1 t. It'e not as good as
it could be, it e up to us to

)
x'[l

D

a I
it should be and not az bad as
b it better... not by revolution or stormy meetings with
each other, but by getting together and sclving our
prub}ems.
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Ae we look out ower the landecape, laced together with
wandrous highways and a patchwork of fertile and zbundant
fieldz, I cannot help but wonder at the effort of cur older
men and women that must have gone inta the clearing of the
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land & couple centuries &go. Once upon a time such hard
work waz a part of life, one of the pleasures and
satisfactions of living. Today it seems to try tc aget the
most for the least amount of work., It would be sate tao say
that attitudes not opportunities have changed cur America.

Qur country is like a great river, it is great because
of the thousands of little brooks and stream that come
tumbling down the hillsides and mountains, singing as they
go, eager to cast themselwves into the channel of the great
river of Freedom.

"Thank God" Our éAmerican Heritage can still be found in
that overwhelming majority of cur young pecple, whose
parente, friends and dedicated people, have taken the time
and made the cacrificies necessary to instill in them, "By
Example", "Faith in God", "Love of Country" and "FRespect for
It’e Incstituticons.”

Za, let us recolve ... I am only one, but I am one. I
cannot do evervthing, but I can do something and by the
Grace of God, I will do what 1 Can do.

"When wou drink of the water, don’t forget the Spring
from which it flows." '

o




Dedicated to my three daughters,
Geraldine,Nadine and Donna,who have
lovingly brightened our lives.
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You MUST GO HOME AGAIN
Biagraphy by W.W. Ellyson
“People are what they are because they come out of what
was." wrote Carl Sandberg.
Looking backward we discover what is unique in us,

learning the meaning of "I", and it is that unique 1life
history that definecs a person.

]

Huly trar to Thomas Wol+ = family lament, "You can’t go
home ag xin", we must a1l go home again, in rexlity or
memory. When we don’t our lives lose their structure.

Homesickness ie not simply a wistful exercice in
sentiment. Rather it ic a brightness of the present, an
invitation to reexamine oneself, to Know the nature of the
zeed that started the tree, and to remember what it was to
ke a2 child,

T

Whern time rushes by so fazt, we need the renewal of
memory . We must cherish cur Yesterdayrs, but never carry

them 2= & burden intoc the future. Even if the past at times

was not Kind to you, turn it to understanding. Live your
Todays Rnd Tomorrowe, so as not to inherit a lot of empty
Yezterdarz., MNMizualize the goal »ou are strivng for, not a
same gJult edun reward, with luck and fortune blessing »ou,
but gcal with & pdthwa, leading toward it as true and
dlcf nct as the goal itseldt.

D
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The deep roots of home have not b to come by,

D
)l
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Ear] in my¢y life, I perceived that unles: + und men to
help me, I could not cucceed, nor unlese I reciprocated
their help, could they succeed. My cobjectives were not »et
¢o clear, but I had & distinct feeling of life as wholeness,
as leading to something important.,

Take time to remember. Make it an enduring home for
you and your children’s memories., Then leave them to build
on that foundation, their own house of the future,

——
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FATHER AND MOTHER

My father, Allen Hinchman Ellyson, was born October 27,
1842, in Goshen Township, western Mahononing County in
northeastern Ohico, south of Youngstown. He was the eighth
child of nine children born to William and Grace Hinchman
Ellysan.

I have no exact Knowledge when my Father and his two
brothers, William B. and John Wallace, arrived in Nebraska,
except in the 18&07¢. The following informaticon is from the
History of Dixon County, MWebraska. In 1870, William B.,
Allten H. and John W. Ellyzon cettled on farme northeast of
Newcastle, near the river town of Iona and are prospercus
farmers., Allen H., Ellyson was county comicssicner severxl
terms. Also there ic mention of the Ellyson brothers, Allen
and Wallace, operating the first steam ferry boat west of
Sioux City, lowa in 13870.

Farmere crocsed the river on theee ferry boatse, hauling
grain and livestock to towns in South Dakota. I can recall
in my younger years, crossing the river an these boats
cperating from the Iona landing. Feaople alsoc crossed in
winter when the ice was frozen thick enough in the river to
hold a team of horses and wagons or sleds. It zeems the
sncw and ice lasted until spring in those dayrs.

We watched from the Bluffs, the large steamboat
hauling freight up and down the river, Many times t
stuck on sandbars for dars. I heard my first ph
board ane of thecse boate that wase tied up at the
landing taking on wood fuel.,

How I enjayed hearing Father and my Uncle tell of their
early experiences, [ have a diary written by my Uncle, of
he and father returning to lona after working in Montana
sawmillis for two years in 18232, They came down the Miscouri
River in & rowboat, a distance of 2,000 miles that took S3
days, living off the land and stopping at some of the towns
far supplies that are mentioned on today’ = mape.

I recall caravans of Indians passing our farm,
tollowing the river road from one recervation to another,
their horse drawn buggies and wagons and many were riding
poniesz. The colortul customs were coamething to cee,

My mother, Mary Theodocia (Beldiny was born in 18843 at
Mount Yernon, lowza, daughter of Dr. G.UW. Eeldin and Mary
Louice tHodgkins) Beldin. Her family moved to Mebrazka, a
zhort distance fraom lowa, where her folks bought & farm,
later cwned by their zon, B.M, Beldin and wife, Aurie Cour
Uncle and Aunt), Mother, I was told, had polic early in
life and she uszsed a crutch to walk,

-5-

T e

S

o i i I




Father and Mother were married March 4, 1885, 1 was
the youngest of five children: Francis, Gayle, George,
Grace and myself. Francie and Grace died of diphtheria in
1870 and 18%97.

Father and Mother were divorced in 1902 and Father was
qQiven custody of we three children. Mother went to QOregon
and was later married and they had a daughter. My csicter
caorresponded with Mother and she was living in
Sitverton,Cregon. We were notified of her death in 1923,

I only remember my Mother on two cccasions. She
returned later after leaving and I have a mental picture of
Father helping her out of the bugqgy and coming up the walk.
I can aleo see Uncle Wall opening the door and seeing Mother
turning away slamming the door, The cecond time was
Mother“s return following Father’s death. [ wae nine,
George was fifteen and Gayle seventeen. Mother hired a team
and bugay to drive out to the farm. Somehow word got out.
George and I were in school and I can recall the neighbors
picking ue up and taking us to their home. Elmer Gibke, who
had been appointed our guardian, contacted Mother and
arranged for her to see us at his home. That evening we
three drove to Mewcastle to see our Mother,

Elmer and Mary Gibbe were wonderful to ue and we were
always welcome in their home. I spent many nighte at their
hovse naot wanting to ride home in the night.

They had four children, Melvin who was a year younger
than me, Lawrence, Donald and Louwise. Melwin and [ were best
of friends and were together in baseball, football and track
and other disorganized ftoolichness. 1 remember Melwin and 1
driving my pony and buogy to & Fourth-of-July in Ponca. 1t
was raining o hard we sltept in the liwvery barn and drowve
home the next day. Melvin would drive his father’s car and
we boye enjoyed going to other townsz, athletic events and to

shows in Sioux City, lowa, a long way from home, a distance
of 20 miles,
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CHILDHOOD MEMORIES

My childhood with Father, Garle and George ....

We had our Father for only a few years, but those years
drew out to be a lifetime of memories. It seems the sun was
always chining. Life wae wonderful and much of it came from
hiz love and care. Father loved people and he himself was
loved and trustworthy. I remember <o well climbing on his
lap and combing hig hair and goatee. I can recall saring,
"The three greatest men in the world were, God, Dad and
Santa Claus!" Three important people to carry through life.

I was never in a church until I was sixteen going to
high school, but I thank God I was born in a Christian home.
Father told us he could not alware locok after us, but there
was God who would always note our good and bad deeds, to
always beliewve Him,

I can recall walkKing down to Uncle Wall Ellysone on
Sunday evenings for praver and stories. [ would go to sleep
and Dad would carry me home on hiz back. How wonderful, cur
Uncle Wall and Aunt Alma Ellyson and Uncle Ben and Aunt
FAUrie Beldin were to us, To play with my cousins and
neighbors, life was =o full of o many things.

Father arcsze first, built = fire in the Kitchen stove,
and on winter mornings built =2 fire in the dining room where
we dresced by the stove., We then headed for the barnyard to
do the morning chores, feeding and watering the livestock
and miltkKing and separating the milk. Then back to the houce
for breakfast where we washed our face and hands in cold
water. Brezxkfacst began with hot cerexl, rich cream and
pancakes spread with homemade butter or grease from fresh
cide meat and syrup, glazcese of fresh milk which wasn”t
pasterized those days.

y1l

With breaktacst over we again hexded for the barn where
ather and George would harness the horszes and hitch them up

tn plaow, wagon or cultivator, whatever were the plans for

the day. What a thrill when they let me drive the horses,

After working 211 day in the fielde, no matter how late
it was, or how tired, the chores had to be done. Life on
the farm in those days was not easy, but we enjored it
perhaps becauce we Krnew no other,

Father would take us to ball games and row use up the
river to play in the sand dunes; fishing in the river with
trammel nets and cet lines. There was the Fourth of July at
the Iona school housze and fireworks in the evening on
Valcano Hill overlooking the river below, We hunted
zquirrels, rabbits and mushrooms in season. The world was

T




g0 exciting, €o much to look forward to, so much I had to
learn.

The only apple orchard arcund and people came for miles
with horse and bugoy for their winter and summer supply of
apples. A deollar for a bushel, fifty centes if they picked
them.

When Newcastle burned, on the Fourth of July about the
year 1910, the wheole business block both sides and only the
5.F. Mickeell cstore wae lett standing. The fire was cstarted
by two boye plaring with firecrackers., Almost every family
was out of town celebrating the Fourth., The telephane
operator on duty phoned other towns for help. The buildings
were mostly of Tumber and by the time help could arrive, it
was too late to do any good. The Micksell store was across
a cide street and had tin siding. Ned 0llerman and Roy Rahn
kept the water. hose on the exposed side and saved the
building. They were so exhaucsted from exposure that Roy
Rahn died a few days later. What a shock. Many who saw the
smoke rushed back to town and were able to save a2 few houcses
that were close, EBoth sides of the one block of main street
waes eoon built back with brick buildinge. HNewcastle was a-
town of arcund 350 in population,

A cow, expecting a new calf, did not show up one
evening and I went to look for her. I found her lookKing
down the cresk bank at her new born calf in the water. 1
hurried home and returned with Father and George. The caldf
was <o weak they carried it and the cow followed. My dog
and I were behind. The cow turned, saw the dog and charged.
The dog djumped behind me zand the cow hit me and threw me up
in the air. I came down on the frozen ground with the wind
knocked cut of me. Father expected to find my stomach
ripped apen from the cows horn. A1l I had was a long red
streal zcross my body, my heavy clothing had caved me.

Little Pug, a white zcrew tailed pug dog was my
constant companion. Pug was alwaye betting me 2 dellar he
could beat me at this or that., George tells this story He
caid he and father were building a fence acrass the creek
and heard quite & commotion. I was trying to climb a steep
bank. FPug was looking down at me from above., Father said,
"What are you trying to do.® 1 replied, "Pug bet me a
dollar 1 couldn“t climb the bank."

A first great delight was at the 01d Settlers Picnic.,
A concecssion was making and selling ice cream cones, He

a

roll it into a
it for aonly & nickel. Ycou
cream waould melt anmnd run out the

waould pour a batter an a hot pla
cone shape and put ice or
had to eat fast or the ic
bottam, Truly a first!
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Uncle Wall’e farm joined cur farm on the north boundary
and extended north to the bluffs and river bottom land. The
river had once flowed along these bluffs but had changed ite
channel farther north, leaving a lake and timber. This
provided a wonderland for ficshing and swimminag in summer and
hunting and skating in the winter and picnics for the
neighborhood.

Aunt Alma Ellyson liked to tell this on me. She had
baked a fresh custard pie and cut it in six piecee for her
family of six. I chowed up at meal time co she cut her
piece and gave me half. When I finished mine, I said, "I71I
take my other half piece of pie, Aunt Alma."”

P st

Setting out on our patio this late October Day, watching
the leavesgfrolicking over the yard, brought back to me a,
"Thanksgiving Day," when I was about 10 years old.

The morning was cold and blusterly, ice was on the water
bucket and no school that day. After the morning chores were
done and breakfast over,this would be a good day for ducks
and to try out my new gun. I had ordered the gun from Sears
catalog with money I had saved working at Jjobs for neighbors
pulling weeds for 50¢ and herding cattle for 10¢ a day. The
sun was single barrel,sixteen gauge shotgun priced at #5.95
and is listed in an antique catalog we still have from those
days.

I crossed my Uncle Wall ©llyson's farm to the bluff over
looking the timber and lake below. I can still see the picture,
ducks all over the upper end of the lake. It didn't take me
long to go down the path to the bottom, taking a wide circle
through the timber and crawling on my belly the last 100 yards
to within a short distance from the shore. I slowly Taised to
my knees,aimed at a bunch close to shore and fired as the ducks
started to rise and three ducks fell. I quickly reloaded and
knocked down one that started to fly. One duck dove under the
ice and I never saw it again. Now to retrieve my two ducks and
not having rubber boots, I took off my cloths in case I got
wet so as to have dry cloths to wear home. I waded out break-
ing the thin ice to my two ducks and all was well. I redressed
and went proudly bye my Uncles to show my prize and then home
to show George and Gayle.

~O=

b




. Then it wa

SCHOOL DAYS

Qur face and hands washed, hair combed, dinner pail
packed with sandwiches, hard-bciled eqgs and apples, we
headed to school a mile away, snow, rain or shine. It was &
crime to be late. IWe entered the hallway of the one room
schcol house, hanging up our coat and cap, arranging our
dinner pail and quietly entered the rcoom. We went to our
ceats, not a word or whisper wae heard, folded our hande and
waited for the teacher to ring the last bhell. She faced us
with a emile as if to ascsure us that all was well. After a
couple songe and the pledge tc our flag, we set down to the
Job of learning, reading, writing, arithmetic, gecqraphy and
history. More important was the atomosphere of discipline,
recspect and manners., We received permicssion ta speak by
raisng one finger, or two fingers to leave the room.

“Please, May I, and Thank Ycu." UWe recspected her becauce
she was ewerything fair and good. Mo makeup, false
erelashes, or lang finger naile. School over at four
c’clock, <he made sure we bundled up for the trip home.

s those chores all aver again.,

ke could hardty wait for the weather to get warm encuaqh
to go barefonted. I guess that'e why I have big feet, I am
the only one in the cchool picture without shoes.

The echcool house was the community center for social
events. Those days, neighbor helped neighbor. "Tims
charing" meant "Togetherness." Every body had a2 pony and we
made our own fun. It took o little to catifty us, we had
too much fun to get intoc trouble.

We were before young men wore long hair and earrings.
% was samething you mowed, coke was something you drank
pot was a utemnsil one cooked with, Couples got married
then lived together.

t an

Faor €
stamp

Jdu
et enough

D g

nickel, you could buy an ice cream cone or
. to mail 2 letter and three postcards.

m

The grocery always put a large sack of candy in the =zog
crate for the kKids.
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SCHOOI, DISTRICT No. 15

The Dixon County School census records

gives the following for 1897.

Parent - "Children and their age

John 20, Mary 19, Lizzle 17,
Cora 13, Emma 11, laggle ©,
Elsie 6.

RS

William 20, Lydia 18, Dalsy
16, ¥Kate, Meguie 12, Cene 10.

Amy 13, Jessile 18, Johnie 7
Naude 18

Gertrude @, CGlenn 8, Rose S

Ella 16
A Charles 20
Whotn Elmer 12
Roach Sargeant 12

Renedict Bra yton lo,Ina 14,Gaylord 7

Stewart Irene 14, Rilda 11
Stewart Ida 8, Ina 7

Farr Archie 20

Zllyson Guil 7, Ceorge 5 ,Bcssie 7
Rrewer May &

School Census for 1901

.Parent Childred

Benedict Breyton,Ins Caylord

Ryan . . Cora,Emma, Marcoret Elste

Ross . . .Will, Hobert Iizzie yMary,Kate

Fllyson Cail,George,Ressis,Will,Allen

Bell ... Hfhry, Charles 2

Ehle,...- Gertrude, Glenn, ROs=, Ernest,
Dean -

Roche... Sarsfiecld

Olson... Emlil

; Wislom.. Iva-

Stewart. Ids,Ina,Clyde,Cl-rence
Rohall Wesley,W111,Clyde,Vyrtle

1904
Some not rreviously 1listed wers: :
Donald Mclean,Dwight Stewart,Wallace
Ql%vson I=n Ehle Johnie Rohall Ned Bo-
he and Elmsr thele

1609 4
Not previously listed: Rosslyn Ehle,
Irwin Ehle,”~ladys Amick,Arel Ellyson,
Iyle ,George,Fay and Helen Richardson,
Bazel,Jack,and Muriel Collison, Clarenc
and Edgar Sor<nson, Margnret,lizzie,
Mery,Henry and Certrude Redl.

1912

In 1¢12 there were children from the C.
(ibbs,George Kemper,Elmer Schenk,Willi-
Miller, and Ralt Chamberl=ain families,



B THE OLD NEIGHBORHOOD

i Formsr Owner . Present Owner Renter
’ Jerome Fhle  Earl Gatzemeyer
!.gydggan P.F. Verzani  Bemscoter
wgllaco Ellyson Allen Ellyson
J.F. Gibbs .  W.C.Witthoff  Welfl
ﬁ Wim, Stewart F.Harding Est. Graham
%ﬂ# A.H. Ellyson B111 Ellyson
f f C.H. Gibbs Andy Sohler Unknown
f, A. Parr - Curry ot al','.'D.Cﬁrry
f
:.
it
f'
t .;' 'f':‘ -y
T T S TEWH R Tume ey .
Farr Archie 20

Tllyson Gs11 7, Ceorge 5 ,RBessie 7

Rrawear May &
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Leire, Mitred v i di

ACROSES NEBRASKA

In a cavered waqon

Nada, her sicter Marie and brother Dean, were all

barn
on their folk’s farm scuth of Newcastle, MNebraska.

Nadza tells of her folks, due to her father e health,
and their doctor’s recommendations, moving to a higher
climate,

They teamed up with the Al
Elizabeth, Colorado in
camping alcocng the waw.

Ruseel family to Jjourney

ta
horse—drawn covered wagons,

twe

Nada wae three, Marie five and Dean eight years old.
She can recall many things that happened cen the trip, one
particular. She liked to ride on the wagon seat with her
father driving the team of horses. She said he csometiimes

. cbjected because che would wet on the cseat
I said to Nddi, when
Calorado one time, "1 fee)
crossed Nebraska in

m
3
m

pre coming homs from & trip to
I'm getting old, but I never
4 covered wagon.”

We bath had a good Vaugh.
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ie L ORD 15 MY SHEPHERD, T SHALL NOT WANT.
Hf MAKETH METOLIE DOWN IN GREEN PASTURES.
He (EADETH ME BESIDE THE STILL WATERS.
/7'[ RESTORETH MYy SOUL: /-/E LEADETH ME IN THE
PATHS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR HIS NANE'S SAKE ..
yfA, THOUGH gWALK THROUGH THE VALLEY OF
rHE SHADOW OF DEATH, T WiLe FEAR NO EVIL:
FOR THOU ART WITH ME; THY ROD AND THY STAFF
THEY COMFORT ME. (7N0ll PREPAREST ATABLE
BEFORE ME IN THE PRESENCE OF MINE ENEMIES!
THOU ANOINTEST MY HEAD WITH OIL; MY cup
RUNNETH OVER .. SURELY GOOONESS AND
MERCY SHALL FOLLOW ME ALL THE DAYS
OF MY LIFE. AND gW/LL OWELL IN THE

House oF THE LORD FOR EVER

HEIN
‘YON

IN MEMORY OF
Gayle G. Gibbs

Date of Death:
February 7, 1976

Date of Birth:
July 13, 1890

SERVICES

Wednesday, February 11, 1976
10:00 a. m.
United Methodist Church
Rev. Robert McBride

PALLBEARERS

Tom Gibbs Steve Gibbs 1,
Jack Ramsdell Dale Ramsdell 3
John Gibbs Greg Swanson :j
2

MUSIC L 1‘

. ’é]

Elaine Goldhammer, Vocalist N = : Y ? &
Dorothy Piroutek, Organist i S ' " TN ‘ E i

Final Resting Place

New Castle Cemetery
New Castle, Nebraska

ARRANGEMENTS B CROSBY FUNERAL HOME, WAGNER, 5. DAK,




% Foid a$,u yer or )ou Foda ay

T said a pryer for you today

;7 And know God must have heard-~

I felt the answer in my heart
Although He spoke no word !

I didn,t ask for wealth or fame.

I knew you wouldn,t mind )-

asked Him to send treasures

Of a far more lasting kind !

asked that He,d be near you

\ At the start of each new day

To grant you health and blessings

. And friends to share your Way !

T asked for happiness for you
In all things great and small

But it was for His loving care
I prayed the most of all !

2.9 G4~

*

Eut, remember when »ou’re tempted,
ta ke careful of his name.

It was fair the day vou aot it,
and a worthy name to bear,

When he took it from his father,
there wae no dishonar there.,

Through the years he proudly wore
it, to his father he was true,

_And that name was clean and spotless

when he pacssed it on to »ou.

Oh, There‘s much thzt he has qiven
that he walues not &t &ll.

__..-——-..,_——-——'-‘—"—‘.'_-—-

YOUR NAME
You got it from your father,
the best he had toc qive,
right qQladly he bestowed it,
it s yours, the while »ou
You may lose the watch
and ancather

‘ twas
And,

live,
he gave you
»ou may claim,

He has watched you break your play-
things in daye when you were emall.
You have lost the Knite he galve you
and you've scattered many a game,
But »ou’ll never hurt your father,

if you‘re careful with hise name.
It ie yours

I
i
l
i
i
i
i
¥

to wear forever, »ours
to wear the while you live,
Yours perhaps, some distant morning,
anather boy to gQive.
And »ou’ll smile as did your father
with 2 smile that 211 can <hare,
If a2 clean name and a good name,
you are giving him to wear.,

e
(//" (/’;’(/é/
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LIFE 0N THE FARM

Gayle was visiting relatives in Iowa when Father pasced
away. He had just finiched building the new barn and had
written her a letter a few days before, which she has Kept,
telling of the neighbors being there celebrating the new
barn. At the close of the letter he wrote, I almost forgot
to say gooad-bye. We often wondered if he Knew.

I slept with Father, and on the night he passed away, I
waes moved to another room. I remember wakKing up crying. My
Uncle Wall put his arms arcund me saying Father had died.
Dr. Talboy was there and told us he died of heart +tailure.
They had difficulty getting in touch with Gayle and she was
unable to get home in time for the funeral. [ wae told
embalming was not available.

Life an the farm went on after Father pasced away.
Gayle was seventeen, George was fiftteen and I was nine years
ald.

After Mother lett cur home, Garle was my "Guardian
Angel " No mother could have given me more love and care.
She dressed me in middy suits and set those curls that hung
to my shoulders. I can remember those ear aches and she sat
for hours applying hot packs to my ear. Both Gayle and
George took up the roll of mother and father and to them I
owe <o much for & happy and loving childhood., 1 have never
torgotten those wondertul years and the guidance they gave
me. These memories have pulled me through some bad moments
in adult life.

~Gayle and cousin, Beszie Ellyson, had completed the
ninth grade, driving to Mewcastle High School. George
finiched the eighth grade in cur country schoal and 1 was in
the third or fourth grade. "

George, only & boy, had worked along with Father and
wasz able to take over the farm cperations with some advice
trom Elmer Gibbs, our guardian. That winter, Mr. Gikbes
recommended that George take a short six week course at
Nebraska Roriculture University at Lincaln.

Gayle and I were left to look after things while George
wae gone. I was used to doing most of the chores, feeding
the livestock and doing the milking., This was winter and it
s a job seeing the stock had water. Many times I had to
arry buckets of water to the hags or cut holes in the creek
ce. bkle were two happy people when George returned.

I can well remember those so called "Horse and Buggye
i

Dayre". Dawn came so early working houre were from dayliaght
te dark., Much of the farm machinery required walkKing all

~17-




day in the hot sun. I toock my place in the fielde alang
with men. Farm wages were one dollar a day and I can recall
earning my firet dollar in the hay field for tMr. Parr. A
dellar bought a lot of thinge those days.

Those Damned Chores! No matter how tired, after
working all day in the field or haw late at night, it was
those damned chores that had to be done. If you were away
visiting or to a celebration, picnic, ball game or whatever,
you had to get home to do the chores. The work horces cared
for, live stock fed and to cee they had water, the milkK cows

had to be milked morning and night, and the wced box filled
for mornings.

I envied the city boye. They didn’t have "those chores
te do." I think the cone thing that turned me away from
farming was "Those Damned Chores!"

In those days if you were not too tired, you playved sz

o
game or two or read a book by lamplight and thern went to bed

and slept till early dawn.

mr B BE B b .
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THE ToOkS VOLCand

An article, which I have in my files, appeared in the
Mebrackaland magazine in 1985, written by Irma Foulks
menticning the Smoking Hill, to be the Temple Site of the
Arapahoes, long extinct but legend of terror flowe on and
QN .

Many colorful explanatione have been given, perhaps one
of the most imaginative is told by cold-timers. They claimed
& hugh earth slide had covered & gigantic Indian campfire
and the flames <till burn deep in the earth. Scientists
offer a more plausable explanation., They claim the waters
of melting snow and heavy rains, cambined with the sulfide
in the clay and shale to cause & reaction.

Mention is made that Lewiz and Clark were the first
white men to see this emoking hill in 1884, on their woyage
up the Missouri River,. In the 18707 steamboatse from Panc
and Sioux City, made excursion trips up the river for
cightseers ta see the smoking hill,

&

I can recall that about halfway down the open cide was
ok of soft mud and we were warned to avoid getting too

50
(ng

hd
pw |

1
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Irma Foulks writes
Molcano Hilly remains a
town of Iona at the bas

v "Todzay only the cemetery an top of
2 a reminder of the once thriving
e of Volcano Hill."

I wrote to the MNebraskaland magazine that I was born on
a farm « half mile from Volcano Hill and grew up in the
cammunity. My father and three sisters were buried in the
Tona Cemetery, Also | wrote of my Father’e trip down the
Misszcouri River from Montama to Iona in 1882, The magazine
asked persmission to publish my letter in the Speak-up
Section,

Today the river has moved a 1 away and where
we once swam from its rocky banks at the foot of VVolcano
Hill, farmers are harvesting grain. Somehow lona Volcano is
loosing its identity, but it iz good to remember.

T
]
hd
i
i)

The follawing are several news articles of the Iona
Commurnity which I have saved from time to time. 1 hope w»ou
endcy them as 1 have to remember., '

At first, the town site of Iona, which had been
stablicshed near the bzxse of the bluff in 1854, remained
ittle more than a trading post and wood supply station for
he river boxts hauling freight up and down the river.

-19-
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In 1856, & Vr. Cunninghem, Mr, Vhite and John F. Charles surveysd
and staked out the townsite of Ionia. At that time three families were
living in that community,-- The Massengers, Hotchkiss, and Andrcw thites.

In 1857, Mre L.T. Hill, & merchant from Lavcrport Jowa, engeged & kr.
JeJe Pilerce snd Son to locate a townsite for hime Learning that the
proprietors of Ionia desired to sell out, they purchased it for Mr. Hill
who immediatelly sterted to develcpe it. ,

At first, progress was slow and the village remained litile more than
a trading post snd fueling station for river boats, for a brief period.

In 1860, lMr, Hill built the first ferry boat at Ionia. It was a great
help to the farmers of Dixon and Dakota Counties, who had to cross the
river while making trips to Fort Randall to sell their produce to the armye.

The flfth nostoffice to Lie established in Lixon County was located in
the piecturesque and historie village of ionia. Aitho the towr of Ionie no
longer exists, it was onece a thriving community of several hundred indust~-
rous and prosrerous citizens.

The postoffice was established that same yesr, with Jobhn Jy Plerce
recelving his eppointment as first postmaster /pril 20,18¢€0, 5ﬂier post~
mesters who served the postoffice at Jonia were: Loren 7. [l1ll DecCe274y18603
Issec Bughes,July 15, 1867; aAsa V., Rose, Dec, 7,1870% Loren 1. Hill, May

25, 18743 lMarquis Provn, Oet 7, 188l; irs. lmia Re Loveii, Jan 1&g, i883
Charles omith, July 7, 1884; ilias varner, April 12, 180¢. The postoffice
at Ionia was discontinued in 1900, the mail service golng Lo licweastde Nebr.

In 1862, the lerge amount of gocd tiwber on the lonia boltoms induced
Mre Elll to erect & saw mill and in 1867, a grist mill was sadded. In 1867
Mr. Fitzgersld and Mr, Lyons built a large gtore, aend in loi38 lsaace Hughes
built a hotel. In 1869, Levines and fiese bullt &« large two story general
merchardise store, Meny new shops and residences were addedin 1870, snd
also in that year the Ellyson Bres. Wall snd £llen, bullt end opera{ed the
first stesm ferry boel above Sioux City there.

Ionia continued to flourish for seversl years. It reached its peak in
about 1375 when the river changed 1ts channel and started to cut away the
tounsite, A% that time it bousted of several genexdluerchandise stores,
two hotelsn, two saw mills, a griast mill, shoe and boot factory, drug store,
twe ferry boats, blecksmith shop, cerpenter shop end several hundred people.

In 1878, the erosion became so bad that it beceme necesstry to move
what was left of the town to higher ground. It strupggled alcong for several
years until it ceased to exist &3 a town altogather. It dld retaln a post-
office however, until 1200 when it was discontinued and the mall service
transfered to Neweastle.

So 1t was that the sume mighty deatructive force that Gestroyed the
Ionia voleano was alse instrunchtal in the desiruction of the town of the
SAme nsme,..



In 1840, & Mr. Hill built the first ferry boat, powered
by two horsee on & tread-mill, It was & great help to the
farmers who crossed the river, making trips to Fort Randall
Army Fost and towns in Scuth Dakota, to sell their produce.
ITona, which was about twelve miles up river from Ponca, were
the first towne in Dixon County.

In 1870, my father and brother Wallace, built and
operated the first steam ferry boat above Sioux City, ITowa,

So, it was that the same mighty destructive force that
decstroved the lona Volcano, wase aleo instrumental in the
destruction of the town of the same name.

Al though the town of lona no longer exicsts it was once
a thriving community of several hundred industriocus and
procpercous citizens,

To many, it would appear likKe & cupreme sacrifice to
cee the hopecs and labor of so many be destroyed in that wayr.
But, we muet bear in mind the contribution the town of Icna
made to this areza, Its sawmille furnished lumber for many
of the homee, schools, churches and bucsinecse ecthalichments
in the county. It was the port of entry for many of the

early settlers and we pay tribute to those hardy pioneere

for the contribution to the economy of the area. Many are

buried in the little cemetery on the top of what remains of
r

Iona Volcano Hill., Many of their descendantz a
Yiving in this community.
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the fabled “lonia volcano.” The town was . .
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By MAXINE BURNETT

Suncav Feoture \Writer

“WE SET OUT at the uscal i}
“time and procceded on the !
to.the ;

Course of last night,
Commencement of a blue Clay ?
Bluft of 180 or-190 feet high on §

¢

the L. S. Those Bluffs appear to

have been laterly (literally) on i .

fire, and.at this time is too hot ::
for a man to bear his hand in '
the earth at any Depth, Great |-
appearance of Coal, An emence §
quantity of Cobalt or a g
Cristolised Substance which
answers its description is on the |
face of the Bluff.” .
Thus DMeriwether Lewis 7
began the whiteman’s
legend of a “volcano” that !
had been part ef Indian lore. i
for hundreds of years. On
August 24, 1804, Lewis and

Villiam Claric stopped to
inspect the bluff, later |

known as the Icnia volcano.

It was immediately Dbelow !

the mouth of the Vermillion 3
“River, cn what is now the |

Nebraska side of the :

\lissouri River. ;

An early histpry of Dxm‘x;3
County, Neb., where the bluf{ 15~ 51
situated, -said that - arly
irhabitents of the area, sup- %
posedly the ancesters of the
Arapahoe Indians, used the i
‘volcano” as a sacrifice site 9
during their worship of thc fire
sod.

The writer of the 1896 history,
William Huse, stated that the
blulf was about 1,100 feet long,
and 160 feet high. Today it is |

not more than 50 or €0 feet
high. A
The " Indians, Huse wrote, |

regarded the bluff *“with much
superstiticus fear. Evil *Manij-
tous were supposed to dwell in
the sulphurous fires.”

Early white settlers also ac-
tually belicved that the Dbluff
was a volcano. Fur traders of-
ten noticed a dense smoke and
fire in the reeion, and in 1877,
an earthquaxe convinced the
sclt'crs that a volcanic crupuon

..».,\1,.,. iy,
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But' geologists said that the
bluffs contained beds of iron
pyrites and their decomposition
in contact with water resulted
in. a heat capable of igniting

- other combustible materials.
¢ Little of that famous bluff

town,

- remains today for other
geologists to study. Over a
“pericd of years, the
 Missouri gradually un-
dermined the bluff and in
1878, a large section of it
fell Into the river.
.With the bluff went a small
Ionia, which had been

establisiied near the base of the
bluff in 1836, and had given the
volcano its name. The town was
originally platted by a group of
Sioux City businessmen,

‘including Jchn H. Chares, Mr.

Cunningham and Mr. White.
he site was 12 miles upriver
from Ponca, Neb. and five:
miles northeast cf Newcastle.
Later a Davenport, Towa, man, i
L. T. Hill, purchased the site. ;
Hill began building the towna:
up and in 1560, establisied a
ferry-boat vhich area farmers,
used o carry el preauce o

the South Dakota side. ,
By the 18705, Tenia had a saw;
mill, hotel, three stores, a
blacksmith shop, wagen and
repair shop, shoe maker shop
and several carpenter shops.
There were about 300 residents.
All that remains of the town
now is its cemetery, situaied
across a dirt read frem the re-,
mains of the *volcano.” There
are fewer than 20 graves there,

and a dozen of them are chil-
dren who died in an outbreak of
diphtheria in 1850-01.  Three

families lost three children
each, all under the age of 1.

Onc family lost twin® dmmhtoxs
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WRATH OF THE GODS
Tona Volcano, long extinct but

legend of terror flows on and on,

=, EATH WOULD not be quick nor painless. The chicf
| Joi the Arapahoe, Kahdachegha, led the trembling
L= captives toward the sacrificial vault. As the proces-
sicn made its way through the moonlit night, the great
caverns loomed closer and closer while the *volcano”

nearby scemed to beckon them into its fiery depths..

Fach ugonizing step magnified the horror awaiting the
captives.

At cach full moon the fire-worshiping Arapahoe
of loayg, long ago sacrificed their sick, aged, and infirm
together with all prisoners of war to the fire god. Thesc
sacrifices would insure that the buffalo would come to
the hunting grounds, the warriors would be mighty
in battle and fruitful on the hunt, and the babes would
sow into strong straight braves. To insure these things
malden must die,

Wachepah, his brother, and their beloved sister
were Arapahoe hostages. Kahdachegha had decreed that
to save his brother's life, Waciepah, must murder his
sister as a sacrifice to the fire god of the volcano.

The terrified trio, guarded by their tormentors, en-
tered the base of the rock and made their way along
the noatural passageways to the hidden altar chamber.
The torches threw grotesque shadows on the parous
walls as cach step drew the captives closer to their
anpending doom. Suddenly the sacred cavern of death
yvuwiied before them.

Turehes and cercracnial fires cast an cerie half-light
across the vauit, giinting on the knives and accenting
the sharpened stakes which lined the room. A blood-
stained slab in the center bespoke other grisly sacri-
Jices. Mere cantives' eves were gouged out, their legs
severed with red-hot flint knives, and the skin flayed
{rom their bodies before the cternal fire of the volcano
brought merciful deatin -

Torn {from the protection of her brothers, the ter-
nifted vl was secured to the rock. Gripping his knife,
Wachepah odpged toward his helpless sister. The sign
civen, he bent over the intended victim. With a lunge,
he sprang past his feinting sister and plunged the blade
deep mnto the chest of the chief. Quickly other captives
sprang on theiwr guards. In seconds the unholy shrine
was red with the blood of the Arapahoces and their
caplives.

Even the rampant death and destruction in the
teinple could not appease the Great Spirit. The sound
o! thundcer, a thousand times more fearful than cver
heard before, echoed through the voom and rumbled
cown the corridors. With a grinding crash the carth
Goened und swallowed both living and dead, leaving
onrly a marsh where the ghastly temple stood.

Sudct: as the legend of NEBRASKAland's Iona Vol-
canro. It has been passed from genceration to genceration
~fwhite and red en alike, often changed in the telling.
But basically the tale remains the same.

Lt
”
..
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cmoking hill is saggﬁE
to be tne old i g
temple site

v
g’y ’ ,/
2 ’I‘lfere i1 some evidence that at least part oi/“ﬂe story
may be true. A smoking hill in Dixen County in north-
. east Nebraska is said to be the old temple site. While
. :Volcano Hill, as it is called, no lenger rumbles or belches
fire, it still overlooks the Missouri River between Ponca
..and Newecastle. Each year visitors stop to see the once-
- farnous ‘“‘volcano”, though the crater has eroded with
time and is now an unimposing grass-covered slope.

Lewis and Cl  were the first white men te sce
this smoking hill, as they madc their way up the Mis-
souri River in 1804, But, Indians immew abour 1t for
centuries. The exploress Icarned the legend while their
Indian guides showed them the excavations and mounds
of the Arapahoes’ ancient settlument.

The story spread with time., As civilized people
moved into the country the remains of the volecuno ex-
cited passing interest. In the 1870's, puffing steamboats
from Ponca and Sicux City made regular excurrion tring
up the river for curious sight-scers. Locals delighied
the tourists by jabbing poles into the crater. In scconds
the poles were charred by the intense heat. 4

For a few years the town of Iona thrived at the
foot of the hill, but the restless Missouri River changed
course in 1878, forcing the inhabitants to move. Teday
only the ccxm.tuy remains as a reminder of the once-
growing community.

Other colorful explanations have been given for

the phenomenon. Perhaps one of the most imaginative
is one told by the old-timers. They claimed a huge curth
slide had covered a gigantic Indian campfire, and the
“flames still burned deep in the earth. Scientists oficr
a more plausable explanation. They claim the waters
of melting snow and heavy rains combined with the
- sulfide in the clay and shale of the hill to cause a re-
action. Any diversion of the channel may set the vol-
ceno off again.

Kahdachegha murders no more, and the Iona Vol-
cano with its Great Spirit is silent. The black magic of
-the smoking hill left it when the Arapahoe fire god

rose up in his last awful wrath to destroy those who ,
had violated his temple. Today only a grassy mound
remains where volcanic fires once rapged.
The memory of this incredible tale will not be silent 24 !
for cach generation passes on the legend of the lonra
Volcano. It is as much a part of NEBRASKAland as the
hbard-core history ctched into the land by the likes of
Prazv Horse and Buffalo Bill. i THE END
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27 “T was born in 1898 and remember.
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IONA —“I enjoy every article in NE-
BRASKAland, and have intended to
write commenting on the article,
“Wrath of the Gods”, by Irma Foulks,
in the July, 1965 issue.

“I was born and lived my childhood
days on a farm abcut a half mile from
the Iona Volcano. I have listened to
many stories about this landmark but
had never heard the legend, Wrath of
the Gods. It was a most interesting story
and lends to the early days of Nebraska.
1 can recall watching long caravans of
Indians passing our place, following the
river road from one reservation to an-
other.

“We who lived in northeast Nebraska
knew and referred to the Iona Volcano
without any hesitation or doubt. How-
ever, after moving away from the com-
munity, I was surprised that so many
people had not heard of it. They would
look rather questioningly at me when I
mentioned it, or they asked: ‘A volcano
. in Nebraska?’

“My father, A. H. Ellyson and my
uncle, J. W. Ellyson, came to Dixon
C =ty, Nebraska and settled at Icna

. nefore coming to Nebraska, they
had worked two years in a lumber miil
near Butte, Montana. They made the
journey from Montana to northeast Ne-
braska in a rowboat which they made
themselves. Following the Big Hole,
Jefferson, and Missouri rivers, they
went to the mouth of Turkey Creek
about three miles west of Icna.

“My uncle kept a diary of the trip and
I am happy to have a copy which I prize
very much. It took them 53 days to
make the journey, which they estimated
at 3,000 miles. I have found it most in-
teresting to trace on today's maps the
places and towns mentioned in the
diary. However, many of the towns

“have suffered the same fate as Iona.

“My father and uncle operated a ferry
boat, pulled by horses, between Iona
and the South Dakota shore of the Mis-
souri. They later bought farms adjoin-
ing the bluffs overlooking the river,

~only a short distance from Iona Volcano.
w
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much of the activity centered around
the community. At that time the river
cut back across the bottomland in a
large bend to the foot of the volcano

. site. Its rocky shore made @ clean and

ideal place to swim, although as I re-
call, the water was rather swift and we
never ventured far from shore. We
climbed the clay and shale slides look-
ing for isinglass crystals, pumice stone,
and other odd formations. In the fall
these bluffs wcre covered with wild
grapes and buffalo berries, which we
ate in great quantities.

“The Iona Volcano provided a ring-
side seat to bake (essgiried-capageild)

v

in 'the sun, and watch with a telescope"
for wildlifz and the activity on the
Daliota side of the river. We watched,

-the steamboats fight their way up the'

cver-channing channcl, often getting:
stranded for days on sand bars. Often
these boatsz would tie up at the Iona
landing, and what a thrill it was'to be
invited aboard. I heard my first phono-
graph on board one of the boats. The
naines of some of the boats were: Man-
dan, Big Maude, and Little Maude.

“By that time, all that remained of
the placé called Iona was aschool house,
ferry beat landing, and some farm
buildings.

“Icna was the gathering place for the
community to have picnics and get-to-
gethers, Iolks gathered from miles
around to celebrate the Fourth of July.
In the cvening, they went to the top of
the voleano hill to shoot off f{ireworks.
What a sight it was to watch the rochkets
blast into the sly!

" “In the story, “Wrath of the Gods,
Irma Toulls writes, ‘Today only the
ce:metery remains as a reminder of the

~once-growing cominunity.’” Yes, I will

always remember it well, for my father
and three sisters are buried there. We
go back every few years. The volcano
hill is still there, the crater has croded
away, the river has moved a mile or so,
and the swimming hole and boat land-
ing arc high and diy. The bottomland
is covered with big timber and fields of
prain. Somchow, the Tona Volcano has
lost its identity, but it is good to rc-
member."—Wiltiam W, Ellyson, Nerth

‘Platte. . P



“climbed the clav and chale clides looking for izing g

THE RIVER

The channel of the Micsscuri River moved at will across
ite flood-plain that formed the miles—wide valley on the
Nebraska and Scouth Dakota border. It cut away farm land and
built back farm land, creating lakes and forest of
cottonwood and willow trees. Thecse provided the ltivelihcod
for fishing, lumbering, fuel and farming. The river
provided the ice for the towne and community ice houses for
their summer use and alsoc a little extra money for cutting
the ice and hauling it four miles to town for $£1.00 a load,

I recall the T.J. Ryan farm where I worked one summer
had rowe of corn a mile long from the bBluff to the river. @A
few years later the river changed ite course and cut away
much of thie land and farm buildings. It then added several
hundred acrecs to my Uncle‘s farm adjoining the river.

I remember the grain storag
the bluff some distance from the
wae a haven for squirrele, Mr. Rya
his place, o a couple times a season, we bore would hide
ourcelves along the bluff. One would go down and bezaxt on the
sides of the elevator and here would come the =quirrels. We
would shoot a few and then run VTike hhhhh,

e elevator that <tood along
other farm buildings. This
'an did not allow hunting on

Mr. Ryan was concidered a man of great wealth in the
cammunity. The Hicstory of Dixcon County records show he

-

owned a farm of 1,100 acres and worth of $25,000.
The river and the high bluffs along its shores were the
haunting places for a boy to discover the wonders of nature.
In the fall the bluffs were covered with wild aqrapes and
buffale berries, which we devoured in quantities, MWe

- -
<
1<)
—

cryvetale and pumice stone and cother formaticons. The
had changed little from the dave explorers used it as 2
highway to the interior.

A chilling experience .., George and I were hunting one
winter along the=e bBluffs, "a picture I can never forget.”
e decided to take a c¢hort cut across one of thece clides,
We jumped down the aver-hanging bank, onlw» to find the chale
frozen and clippery. EBelow uz was the open river with waves
beating against the shore., Qur only way out was to climb up
te an over—-hanging tree. George cut notches in the shale
for our fingers and toes of our cshoes and we were able to
climb to safety. can =till look down at that open river
and know what one <lip meant.

6=



I LIVED IN MANY HOUSES

After our home on the farm broke up, I lTived in many

" houses, none of them my own.

I waz eleven years old when George and Gayle were
married in a double ceremony to Hazel and Fred Gibbs,
November 15, 1911. The wedding tocokK place at the elder
Gibbs farm home near Maskel, MWebraska. The elder Gibbs
moved to Newcastle and Fred and Gayle rented the farm. I
lived with Gayle and Fred and went to schoal in Maskel the
next two vearz. I rode to school on my pony, Dewey. He was
my pride and Jjoy and I taught him many tricks., I remember
when Doris was to be born, of driving all night with a team
and bugoy to get Aunt Aurie Reldin, arriving home in the
morning.

red and Gavle mowved to & farm five
miles east of Mewcastle. Due to changing and missing
schoal, Garle wanted me to take the eighth grade in
Mewcastle, riding the five miles to school on Dewey.

Atter two years,

[ (s ) ‘n

[m]

e ¢ only & house on
a barn and hog house.
irty, I made my

Betore Fred and Gayle mowved, ther
the place and LﬂrpeﬁtHP and 1 bunlt
e had to bBatch and the carpenter was =o d
cln meals,  One of the +|e1d- was =0 hilly I walked
cultivating corn and Fred told me he would buy me 2 new pair
of pants and shoes. I pever got the new shoes.

(XU

Garle was o good to me and I loved her co much, but
seeing her abuzed and broken promizes by Fred, made me think
o¥ gning to stay with George. That summer we went to a

mi
gr and I rode Dewey. I talked with George and he urged
me to come and stay with he and Hazel, I tald Fred and
Sayle of my plans and Fred refused to let me Keep Dewey. He
tock him home and sald him to his uncle.

It =e
bought m

Fewcastle,

med good to be back on the old farm and Georoge
pony to ride to s=chool my freshman rear at

i
ar ltc

t

I helped George on the farm the next summer and also
worked for a Mr. Kemper on the large T.J. Rrvan farm. I
worked right along with two other men and we were paid
#22.00 per month, room and board., I wasn’t to tell the

other men what 1 was paid, as they were men and I was a2 boy
fifteen yearsz old.

I went to a Fourth of July ce

celebration wearing new
zshoez, wore a blizster on my big toe and got blood poizon. I
was laid up for a few weeksz, T zpent the rect of the summer
helping Goerge and other neighbors.,

-27-
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3R Bill Wilkensen, Joe Cr

Dean #hle, Harold Rodiwig,
£Ellyson, Lewis Daugherty,

- Fall of, 1915 or 1916

Newcastle 65

1t 27

1 45

| 1" 7

Coleridge O
S0.B8ioux City O
Hartington 7
Elk Point 13

yan, ratrick Cryan, Melvin Gibbs
Huber iddison, Joe Thomas, Wallie
Bill Daugherty, George Richardson.




My cophomore year I stayed with Hazel’s parents in
Newcastle, helping them for my board and room. I was
elected precident of my class all faur yeares in high school.
There were only eleven in our class.

I playved third bacse on our high school team and we wan
the Dixon—-Dakota County league all three years. I also
plared third bacse an the city team during the summer. I
played center in foctball and my only injury was a bad
sprained ankle, which has given me come trouble in tater
vears. The school did not furnish us athletic equipment so
we had to qget our ocwn and we locked like a variety of
zcarecrows on the field. We had no coach and with the aid of
a few dedicated citizens, made up our own playe and their
donations of travel expensze.

Mewcastle was a population of 350 people; we had to
play all larger schocls. Qur only defeat was to Elk Point,
South Dakota, coached by a Mr. Foute from the University of
Nebraszka, 13 ta 7. I later met & Mr. Fouts, at Rotary in
NMorth Platte, who was with the MNebraska extencsion service
and asked if he had coached at EIK Point. He said he had
and I then asked if he recalled a game with Mewcastle. He,
said he sure did, what he thought would be & practice game,
they were lucky to win. He <said there was a Kid in the
backfield that run ue ragged and a center that messed up cur
back field &1l through the game. 1 told him I was that
center,

I worked that cummer at different jobse and had & room
in town at the EBert Laub home.

Starting my junior wear in the fall of 1714, I got &
Job warking mornings in the Jim Ross pocl hall and lunch
counter for my board. It wae the only public eating place
in town. Those days, no minors were allowed in pool halls
without an adutt., I got to work at &:30 in the mornings,
swept out, cleaned the spitcons, brushed the pool tables,
pealed & peck of potatoes, helped with the breaktfacst diches
and received my three meals a day. I was off to school at a
quarter of nine and the reszt of the day was mine to
participate in =s=chool activities and odd jobs. I worked
evenings at the drug store fountain and Saturdars at the
MicKsell store. é&ny job that came along to earn some money!

o

"Big Money" —-=- the Newcastle State Bank was remodeling
and installing marble counters, 1 got the job helping the
man insetall the marble counters which had to be done at
night when the bank was closzed. He paid me fifty—cents an
hour and we worked from six o'clock to one and two in the
mornings. This beat working for a dollar a day as I had
daone many times. I made three and four dollare & night and
the man wanted me to qo with him on other jobs, but I did
nat want to quit school.

_28-




1 became & member of the Congregational Chruch, sang in
the choir and attended Christian Endeaver. The C.E., as it
was called, held monthly meetings at the different homes and
dances at the opera house at times. The cutest, most
popular girl in school, Mada Addicon, gave me my firet
lesson in dancing. ‘

Something happened the summer of 1914 that changed my
whole expectancy in life.

= =z Em == - @ e
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MY FIRST AND ONLY SWEETHEART

Nada Addiscon ... I can see her now, coming out of the
schoal house, running acrose the ctreet tc her home, always
running and jumping the yard fence. My eves could see no
other girl. Nada had & stead» date and the big question
was, "How and when?"

Nada was twc grades ahead of me in echool, although we
were the same aqge. She had graduated in the spring of 1916

and then tock a short course the following year at ocur high
school .

Walking home to my room one evening, "Good Fortune"
came m» way, Nada and Kate Westcott, a friend from Sco.
Sioux City, who was wisiting relativees, were walking home
across the street. I crossed the street and walked alcong
with them. Kate’se folke lived a few blocks beyond Nada‘s
home. When we came to Nada‘’s house, Kate said, "Nada, y»ou
and Wally walk on home with me.” Those words were the kKeye
that opened the door to a whole new world to me. Words I
never forgot. After walking Kate home, we returned to Nada’s
and sat in the porch swing. Nadas said, "I like you." She
said she was breaking off with her other boy friend. That
was the beginning of sixty—eight yearse of being tcogether and
sixty—-four wears in & happy and wonderful marriage.

I recall Mrs. Whittmore giving me ftifty cents for
beating & rug. Walking home with Nada cne evening, carrying
a pound of coffee for her, I guesz I squeezed a little hard
and the lid came off the coffee and went all cver the

ground. There went my fifty cents for ancther pound of
coftee.

Nada went to Wayne State College the fall of 1917 and
we did not see much of each cther the next two years as
Wayne was forty miles and I did not have a car. She and
Fern Rahn came home on month ends. I did manage to get to
Wayne now and then, however the girle were in dormitories
and we had to walk the streets. I was able to stay with my
cousin, Becscsie Lewie (Ellyson? and Dr. Lewis, Chircpractores,

~-30-
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Clouds floating in the sky,
Often bring a gentle rain,
To brighten pretty flowers
And help them smile again.

Tiny pretty flowers growing
Beside our garden walk,

Lovely poem they could write
If they could only talk.

They would tell me,to tell you
Pretty words that ring true,
The sweetest girl in the worla,

"Just has to be You!

-33.
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A pretty girl of seventeen
Came 1pto my boyhood 1iife,
There remained “to ouilde e

As a Sweetheart and a wife.

sone folks find happiness,
seeking fame in public life, {
she fcund jreatest happiness ;
Being a dMother and a Vife.

i")

ohe painted no lladonnas

On mardble walls in Rome,
But with Love and Patiecnce,
she lived one in her home.

-3]-
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game in Sioux C:ty.

mtercepted passes. -
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crowd ever to witness a fpotba’l

“The “score: sannot in a.nf ‘mea-
sure indicate . ow heroically. Coach :
Saundérson’s . men fought theu' ;
more. exp‘erienced opponents opfy
to taste defeat as the result of two

“It was the first defeat the Ma-
roons had sufféred on thexr home
field for more than three yea.rs., A
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WORLD WAR I AND MORNINGSIDE

The fall of 1917, starting my senior year, I continued
working at Mr. Ross’s pool hall mornings and &t the Micksel)
store after schocol and Saturdayre. I graduated in the spring
of 1918, and then worked full time at the store.

The war was still going and Herbert Knox at the Farmerec
State Bank and I thought of enlisting. We were informed of
the Student Army Training Corp, at Morningeide College in
Sioux City, Iowa. That August we resigned our jobe and
enlisted in the S.A.T.C.

We were housed in the gymnacsium and ate at the Grace
Methodist Church on campus until our barracks and mess hall
were tiniched. They iscued ue crocss-leg folding cote with
Just canvas to sleep on, no matress. If you were not
careful turning cover, »ou went. The first nightes were very
upsetting. Dr. Spence, who wrote, "One Foot in Heaven" was
pacstor of the church and aleo our chaplin.

After a few weekKs we were inducted into the Army and
icssued uniforms and guns., There were arcund two hundred in
the S.A.T.C.

When school started, I went out for football and was
picked as center on the third team the first night. The
second night I was on the csecond team and a few nights
later, Ccocach Saunderson told me to report to his office and
I was icssued & new suit and placed on the first team.

Due to the flu epidemic, we were in quarantine on
campue and allowed off on special times. We were only able
to schedule two games, the University of Northern Iowa and
the Urniiversity of South Dakota. We beat the University of
Northern lowa at Cedar Falls, 2! to 0 and Scuth Dakota 7 to
. There was no such thing in those darse as an offence team
and defense team. I plaved the full 40 minutes, offense and
defence.
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“M”’ Club

OFFICERS

President oo
Secretary-Treasurer .......... e ———

PERSONNEL

Footsary, 1918
Norton, Dale, Captain
Northrup, Carroll
Rorapaugh, Faye
Goodrich, Orin
Lory, Milton
Emerick, Oro
Montgomery, Donald
Ellyson, William
Marsell, Annies
Koch, William
Quinn, Robert

BaskeTr Bart, 1918
Brown, George, Captain
Norton, Dale
Rorapaugh, Faye
Shafenberg, Merle
Balkema, Albert
Cassel, Curtis

CarrOLL NORTHRUP

Dave KrarT

TrACK
Hunt, Albert
Shafenberg, Merle
Troutman, Raymond
Alt, Leslie

BaseraLL
Northrup, Carroll
Norton, Dale
Klatt, Dave
Hutchinson, Samuel
Friest, Tom

Lee, James
i

Hoxorary M EMBERS
Coach J. M. Saunderson

Prof. J. J. Hayes
Prof. R. N. Van Horne

| Coach Jason M. Saunderson

Coach Saunderson, While at

tending Albion College
i n athletics. He repre-
sented his school YWr years in footbal
quarter-back, and

| made a remarkable “Word j

I, playing
. ™ ‘hosen captain in 1907, while
| the same year was nikeq a5 “All Michigan” quar.

" terback. For three \
terback. Ior three \(y he played third base on the
baseball team, and

| on the basket ball g,
| track he made sevy,
100-yard in 10:1
hurdles in 25:4.
After graduating,
South Dakota State {

d down a forward position
tet during four seasons. In
al foot records, running the
> W 200 in 22:1, and the 220

he was  athletic director at
nllege for three vears, 1908—
1911, and at the L"”\(‘1'51'ty of the South for one

Heas; 191 1—191.2' My, Saunderson soon took up the
duties of athletic diry, ,,

fall of 1912, from v hiy
work here with gre

h time he has continued his
i bl ecess.

| He has built Uup hinghal
| against such univern”ws
Ames, and South D“""ln.
relay team that has Wiy th
Drake Relays for sjx ! gl

I teams that have gone
as Notre Dame, Towa,
He has built a two-mile

utive years. The base-
ully whipped into form
est team in the state for

ball team has been w, iiref
that we have had the #assi
several years.

He has won the Vg
athletes in Morningsj.j,,
forgotten by the “\M "
of the institution.

and friendship of all the
+and his work will never be
("'lub and the other members

JASON M. SAUNDILRSON
Our vnen
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' 1918 Schedule ,

O State Teachers vs. Morningside, at Cedar Falls 21 )
0 South Dakota U. vs. Morningside, at %oux City 7

Top: Balkema,Hunter; OConner Hllmer,Ausman Coac..
oaunderson, Mid row:Ulrich,Hart,Emerick,
wuinn,iorapaugh,smith, Bot.row: Montgomery,

‘ noch,Northrup,Cpt.liorton,Goodrich,illyson,
1ar°elle.

= ] e N

"Belleve ‘It or Not." Notre Dame played Hornlng51de on Thanksgiving
Days, records will show.

1917 Notre Dame 1% vs Morningside 7/ ‘
1919 i 14 Vs 1 0

T was at Morningside in 1918 only. Coach uaunderson made two trips to
Newcastle to get me to return the following season but wedding plans

were made.,
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game season, was a complete success.
O“‘“The State Teachers were defeated in
the first game of the season. Owing to

ROBERT QUINN the fact that only four of the old veterans
Full i were back in the lineup, many of the new
If there was any fighting to be done “Bob” was always rea men were able to make the varsity. The

b, and now th . 5
to mix. “Bob” used to be the star on the hsctrusa,me i score resulted im a 20 to O victory over
a 5

he has moved up a notch, he still retains t pedagogues.

The one feature that made it possible
to call the Maroon season a success was
the defeat of South Dakota “U”. Last
year the ball was set rolling, and for the
first time in the history of the school, we
were able to defeat the coyotes. Like his-
tory repeats itself, so did our actions on
the gridiron this year. The score re-
sulted in a 7 to O victory for us.

The team and the college felt disap-
pointed in the fact that they were unable
to secure more games on the schedule.
The “Au” epidemic was largely responsi-
ble, coming just at the time when the foot-
ball season was to begin it forced all the
colleges to postpone their games and later
to cancel them. Coach Saunderson had a
complete schedule of strong university and
college teams, but only two of these could

WILLIAM ELLYSON

Center

sition on the teamn, but he took 2

; ; po
id papaiy B “hust” ‘em

wter because he could be the first one to
d Sioux Warrior who never stops
played in

Lirys,.
¢ %

He is a red bloode

idis passes were good and he never was out

same.

play their games, and the Maroons were
unable to schedule others.

) 1\

WILLIAM KOCK
Guard -

«Bill” playing at guard never left anything undone; on oﬁens;
he always éot his man out of the way, and on defense plunge

had a friend in the dummy, he never wanted to hurt it.

| R

e i eew Eaw aem msm mm me B Wi B O N

mtil nearly the
stop the S. D.
stop anything
it came around

ALBERT BALKEMA
End

ed in the back field and on the end. He was a
. who never stopped until he was down. With
ience “Bud” will be a great football man.

15

through the line and got the man or blocked the punt. “Bill 4 AENTES UARSEHLE ' ;
Guard

Talk about your “Tanks”, well, they weren’t in it with Mar-

selle.  He could handle the biggest man on the team with the

! least effort. Breaking through the line and throwing the runner
i seemed an easy matter for him.

- .
- - -
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NOVEMBER 11th
ARMISTICE DAY

We were arouced cut of bunks at three in the morning
and marched four miles down town Sioux City and paraded down
Fourth Street. The city went wild, the war was over. Acs we
passed Davidscon’s Store corner, I heard my name called ...
"Wally" ... and there wae Mr. Addison waving to me. That
was the last time I saw him. He was on his way to
Wessington Springs, Scuth Dakota, on a deal for a businecss,
where he got the flu and passed away. I wanted to go to the
funeral but could not due to the flu quarantine.

I wae discharged, December 10, 1?218. As soon as I
received my discharge I tore out of the gym, waved to the
bays, caught a street car to downtown and was on & train to
Wayne to see Nada.

Morningeide and the S.A.T.C. added & valuable
experience to my lite., The friendship and happy connectiocns
are lasting and have echced throughout my 1ife.

I spent a few dares at Wayne with MNada and decided it
was time we were engaged, I returned to Morningseide to pick
up my things and went downtcown to Hoberg Jewelers where I
bought Nada“e diamond and gave it to her at Christmas. Mr.
Hoberg himself waited on me and in cur conversation, I
mentioned who the ring was for and he caid he had gone to
Newcastle and gave the Masonic Service for Mr. Addisaon. !

Nada graduated from Wayne College in the spring of %1%
and was offered to teach the Kindergarten and first grades
at Newcastle,

Nada 1ived at home with her mother and Elte. Elte’'¢
mother, Mrs. Addicson’s sister, had died and ¢he and Mr.
Addicson raised him from infancy.

My Jjob at Micksells store was waiting for me when I got
hoeme and it seemed so good to be back in the swing of
things.

On January 15, 191%2, I was twenty-one y»ears ald. Elmer
Gibbe and I drove tc the courthcouse in Ponca, Nebraska and
signed papers ta releacse the guardianship and I was on my
own, Mr. Gibbs would not take any remuneration for the
guardiancship.

Mr. Gibbe and Mr. Addison were partrnere, dealing in ¢
Real Estate and Live Stock. They brought the Electric Light
ant and Telephone Exchange to Newcastle. I often went to
(neir office for advice. M™Mr. Gibbsz thought my future should
be in farming, however from my experience in farming I felt ’
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I had .. "Had It.* Visiting with Mr. Addison once, I
mentioned that I was not interecsted in farming and I
remember what he said to me. "Wally, you are not able to go
to college, so my advice ie to continue at the store, making
it your education, dealing with the public is so impertant."
Thece were words I wanted to hear.,

Nada was teaching and I continued at the store.
Mickeelle, who owned the Newcastle store, alcso owned a store
in Ponca and were wanting to sell the Newcastle store. Nada
and I, making plans to get married, thought of buving the
Newcastle store. I went tc Ponca and talked to Micksell
Brothers and arranged to buy the store if I could cell my
farm.

Going back to when Father died, leaving the farm tc we
three children ... When Gayle wae married, a mortgage was
put on the farm for her interect leaving George and 1 as
ownerec, In the following years due to circumstances, George
turned hie interect cver to me,. I tried to cell the farm
but due to deprescsed farm values, I could not raice the
needed money and had to cancel buying the store.

Needlecs to say, we were bhoth disappointed as we had
made plans to get married and operating the ctore and living
in the apartment above the ctore.

Not being interested in farming, I later sold one 80
acres ta my cousin, Bill Ellyeon and the other to a Clifford
Gibbe., Land prices went so tow, I realized very little,
however 1 was happ» to be ocut from under those mortgages.

Wedding plans were still on our minde; however, neither
of ue wanted & large wedding. With Mr. Addison being gone,
we made plans for & cecret wedding. We were married by Rew.
John Hinze in his study in the Congregational Church, July
2, 1920, Doctor McKercher and wife, Lola, were becst man and
lady. After the ceremony we went to the drug store and had
an ice cream soda. :

7
——
[

We went tc Colorado and back on the train, spending cur
honeymoon with Jece and Marie. They had made plans with two
other couples for a ficshing trip to the mountaine, and we
were invited to go along. We went into Denver, rented a
tent and cote and 1 bought a bamboc rod that I still have
today. We camped out four dars and it was a big thrill for
ue bath. I caught my firet trout in the North Flatte River
near Walden.

Dean had taken over hie father’ce intereste and on cur
return, told us the City Meat Market was for cale for
$5,000. I had resigrned my job at Mickeells and this looked
like a good deal, being the only markKet in town. Having no




experience in this business, I took Al Rucsel, a former
butcher and live stock buyer in as a partner.

Mada started teaching that fall and taught one month
when we found out we had a family started and she resiagned.

The market wae an entirely new venture for me. It
wasn’t long before I was able to master the art.

We had a feed yard for cattle and hogs, and a small
slaughter house. 1 did most of the processing of hogs and a
few cattle at times. However, we bought much of our meat
from the packer firms.

The firet few months wae quite a strain on me, and Nada
almost refused to sleep with me. She said I would rare up
in beo Killing cattle and hoges, cutting meat, cleaning my
meat .lock and whatever. I scon calmed down and the market
was duing well,

e were happy to be living with Mre. Addicson in her
home which was good for us both. [ admired and loved both
of Nada’s parents. Mr. Addison was a successful and driving
perscnality in community betterment and was greatly missed
aftter his death,

The partnership with Mr, Rucecel was not to my likKing as
Mr. Russel]l was spending less time in the markKet and was
loosing more money buying live stock so after a year or so
we desolved our partnership.

Jim Rosee who owned the pool hall where I worked during
my school days, sold the pool hall and asked to come in on
another partnerchip. After some consideration and help
situation, I decided on another partrnership.

I was fast learning bucsinecss the hard way!

42—




EASTER MORNING
March 27, 1921

Nada had heen to see Dr. Richarde the day before and
all was well. He said we could expect our baby in the next
two weeks. He also menticoned there was a strange heart
beat.

I came home from the ehop that Saturday evening about
nine o’clock and two things started to happen. The worst
ice ctorm of the year and Nada ctarted having pains around
ten o‘clock. Mother Addison said we should call the doctor.
What a surpricse and shock!. The twine were born a little
atter mid-night. Geraldine weighed 3 172 and Nadine 3
pounds. The doctor had not told ue or did not Know there
were twins. Our only help was the doctor and Mrs. Addison.
We ruched around and fixed & wash boiler inte an incubater
and put both babies in it along with hot water bottles.

The qirl“e bodies were a bunch of wrinklee and full of
determination. The next morning help arrived and the sewing
machine was buey making more clothe., The girle were not
well and kKept us, along with Nada‘s mother and a hired girl,
aoing night and day, crying most of the time. Food just did
not agree with them and later we tocock them to a doctor in
Sicux City, who prescribed the right formuta. They stopped
crying and were on the way to good health.

Nada wae not a bit well and had developed a Kidney
infection. UWe sent for & nurse, Miss Fuller, who had taken
care ot Mr., Addicon’se father. Thanke to Mise Fuller, Nada
improved enough so we could take her to Dr. Jepson in Sioux
City. Dr. Jepcson gave her medicaticne and adviced us to get
her away from caring for the twine until she could et her
strength back. We decided that the twine doing better, Mrs,
Addison and ancother lady could care for them. We would go
to Jdess and Marie“s in Coclorado. Micse Fuller offered to go
along at no expense to care for Nada. )

We traded our one ceated Ford +or a four door Chalmers
car, bought a tent and other camping equipment and left for
Coloradao.

The firet night we got permission to camp in a farmer’s
yard south of Norfolk. Our tent was attached to the car and
one clept in the car. The second night we camped in Grand
Ieland and the third night in McCabe Hotel in North Platte.
Miee Fuller wanted toc get & house dreese and we went into the
J.C. Penney store. Littie then did I Know I would be
manager of thie store in 193%. Highway 30 was gravel in
those days and we stopped often to let Nada rest. The
fourth night we stopped at a hotel in Sterling, Colorado and
were to Jess and Marie’s the next afterncon in Fort Lupton,
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about thirty miles north of Denver. After recting several
dave we went to a specialist in Denver and after several
treatments, caid we could go home., We thought it becst for
Nada to qo by train o I drove to Columbus, Nebraska,
meeting her and Micss Fuller there. Then on home.

We were so anxious to get home to our girls and be a
family @gain. The twine were asleep in their crib and
wakKing up, took one lpok and started to cry. "Who are you?"
we had been gone three weeks and they were four monthe old.
1 can not imagine what we would have done without Nada“’¢
mcother .

The food formula the doctor precscribed called for frech
milK so we had bought a fresh cow that gave lots of milk.,
e gave ‘Dean‘s their milk and sold the recst at the market
for ten cents a quart,.

The twinse were <o much together on things ... cutting
teeth, creeping and learning tc walk at the same time. I\
one got sick, the other had the same. Nada drecscsed them
alike and incicted that like dresses were hung together an
the waeh line., 1 Know because I helped with the Ffamily
wash .,

I like to tell thie cne on Nada. When the doctor in
Denver wae takKing her history, he asked, "How long hawve »ou
been married?" NMNada replied, "One year." The doctor asked,
"Any children?" Nada replied, "Two." The doctor said,
"What?" Nada c¢houted, "Twins."

Nada‘s health continued to improve and we were back to
norma)l livng again.

Nada and 1 sang o much together before we were
married. We were acsked many times to sing after many public
evente,

Cne day» at the chop, the phone rang and it was Elte
shouting the house is on fire, I ran out of the market and
on the way home I met Nada coming down the =treet with the
twine in the baby buggy. As I pascsed her I said our houcse
ic on fire. @A young girl was coming up the street and Nada
left the qgirls with her and ran atter me. Elte had the fire
out when we arrived. The fire wae in the wood box, we
supposed from a spark from the cock cstove. Uhen he threw a
bucket of water on it, the box and &ll went into the
basement., We then went to look for the girle and found them
down the street with & group of people around them,
wondering whose Kids they were.

Thece were years during the prohibition daye and a
farmer who was known for his boot-legging activities, opened
a market acrocse the street and peddled his ware along with




his meat. There went many of my customers. The town was not
large encugh for two successful markKete. 1 decided I could
not compete with this Kind of business and sold out my
interest to Mr, Ross., I tocok his note for a good share and
he soon went broke., My note was never paid.

Like Mr. Penney, our first business venture was a meat
market and we both failed. I sat beside Mr. Penney at a
breakfast one time. I eaid to him, "Mr. Penney, »ou and I
have something in common. Our first business venture was &
meat market and I am glad we both failed." Mr. Penney
quickly replied, "Did liquor run »ou out?" I said, "It sure
did and I am happy »ou are not cutting meat in Longmont,
Colorado and me in Newcastle, Nebraska.
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THOSE FAILING YEARS OF THE TWENTIES

Following the inflation pericd of 1218, after World War
1, farm land sky-rocketed and stocke and bonde were booming.
They would never go down or back to the original prices.
Hang onto your land was the cry. Howewver, it just seemed
over night prices on land fell to where it wasn’t worth the
mor tgage., Farmers strugaled to pay the taxes and interect,
so manyY had mortgaged their farm to buy more land, and many
gave up.

When Mr, Addicson pacsced away he left no will and the
estate went into probate. The wife getting cne—-third and
the children to divide the twc thirds., Much of the estate
was in real estate, bank depositse and first and second
mor tgages., Dean took cver hie father’e interect and helped
direct the family proceeds. All went well until the
deprecsion hit, and banke started failing through Nebraska.

It is hard to imagine the feeling one would have, the
cecurity you had worked for all your life and have it vanish
when needed most. HNada told of her mother, the heart break
of loocsing money in the bank and the farm where che and Mr.,
Addison started their lives together. The tragedy of the
times,

In her later yeare and needing more care, we brought
Mother Addison by ambulance to our home in North Flatte and
hired care far her until she pascsed away, Qctcber 20, 194E&.
One day before ehe would have been 78 years old, Mother
Addiceon wae buried becside Mr. Addicson in the Newcastle
cemetey.

She had caved come money from time to time and acsked me
to care for it. There was enough to pay the fureral expence
ad I divided the rect between Dean, Marie and Madx.

Nada inherited from her father’s estate an 80 acres
improved farm couth of Newcastle and 140 acree aof pasture
land north of Highmore, South Dakcota and a 5,000 second
mor-tage on John Miller of Newcastle. The farm couth of
Newcastle carried a $4,000 mortgage which she could have
csold for $1&,000, but hang onto your land ... and che did.
Soon after we were married, the renter failed to pay his
rent and prices on land went down. We made & deal toc turn
the farm over to the mortgage holder and save further
indebtedness, A few Years later thie farm cold for $3,000.
We figqured we saved $3,000 by giving it away.

Later, while living in Siocux City, we traded the 1land
in South Dakota for three houses, all on one lot, on Dace
Street in the slume of Sicux City. Thesce three houcsec
rented for %85 per month. It was a little scary to collect
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the rent, however payments were usually good. This property
carried a $5,000 mortgage.

Shortly after we moved to Columbue, a real estate man
from Siocux city called on us. He had a buyer for this
property. We were anxious to cell as we could not look
atter it courselves. After a couple of days we aqgreed on a
price of $5,800. We received a check from the Sicux City
Gas and Electric Co. Too bad we did not hold out for more,
but we were free from ancther headache.

Thosce who entered the labor force after World War I,
spent a good part of their working years in the low-wage era
of the 192207¢ and the grat depression of the 1930°c. In
those decadecs, only the most fortunate were able even to
maintain a reasconable standard of living.

n late Auguet of 1922, 1 received a phone call from a
frie in Moringside that a Job was open in . the men’s
clothing at Davideon’s Department Store. Immediately, Nada
and I drove to Sioux City and I was interviewed and offered
the Jjob. The jobk they offered wase $100 & month plus
commission. We talked it over and decided to take the jab.

Mre. Russel, & mucesic teacher who lived in Siocux City
and came to Newcastle and had given Nada vioclin lessons
otfered us her cabin at Crystal Lake until we found a place
to live., Many lake residents had moved from the lake at
that time of year. The Indians from the recervation came in
to hunt and fish. They did not bother us.

We Kept one twin, I don’t remember which one and mother
Addiscon Kept the other. The fircet time Nada brought her to
the store she caw herself in the large mirror and ran to it
saring, "Dare Sissy." UWe rented a house on east Morningside
Ave., partly furnished for $25 a month, eight blocks from
Cecela Park. I took the street car to work. We walked to
the park for our groceries and went to the movies on Monday
nighte. It was only ten cents.

The negt spring, John Miller, on whom Nada held &
5,000 mortgage, offered us $3,000 and a %400 trade cut in
furniture. We accepted hie offer. We bought & new house
for 46,000 at 3505 Vine Ave., paying down $3,000 and traded
out the %400 in new furniture.

It seemed s good to again be living in & nice home.
Sioux City was & whole new life to us. It as not easy to be
living on %100 a month. My sales quota wae so high, I was
lucky to make a few extra dollars,

At thics time, I want to pay tribute to a wonderful and
faithful wife who went along with the times. Newver
complaining because things were not better. There were
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always blue skys ahead. To her,

I owe <o much to our life
and future.

A picture <till remaine in my mind that happened almost
every evening. As 1 stepped off the street car from work
and walked down Vine Street home, two little heads would
come into view at the crest of the hill., As soon as they

caw me, here they would come acs hard ac¢ they couldrun and
throw themselves into my arms. -

Yearcs later I was promoted to manager of the men’s and
boy’s clothing and furnishings in the basement, with &
salary of $175 a month.

We made csome wonderful
little better social life.

ue aftter selling her home in

friende and were able to
Mrs. Addison came to
Newcactle.

enjoy a
lTive with

We were looking forward to ancther baby and the time
wae due, | came home Saturday night and Nada was
distrecss. We called Dr.
at & dancein

(N1
Harrington and he said he would be
the Macsonic Temple down town Sicux City, If
labor started he would be ocut immediately. It wasn’t
before labor ctarted and we called the Temple,
had nat »et arrived. UWe
Haggerty, &and when Dr.

long
The doctar
left word with a friend, Dr.
Harrington arrived, he said to get
out to Ellysone. The doctor arrived about fifteen minutes
toc Yate. Donna wase already born. Mother and Mre. QOcborne,

a friend across the ctreet, were taking care of thinags.
Donna wae a seven pound,

rally pelly, born November 21,
1228 .
In looking ahead to future advancement 1 could cee me
in charge of departmente as 1

was, and had been there for
marn)y Yearec,

The Davideson Brotheres, Ben, Dave and Abe, who were the
original ownerse and their sons and in-laws, occcupied the
executive coperatione of the different departments I was
informed that at the end of the year, I would share a
percentage of the profite cver and above the cverhead. The
overhead was €o high, there was nothing for me.

I wae happy with my» job at Davideons. However, the

future was not so bright and I was thinking of other
poscsibilities.

Talking with a clothing salesman we purchacsed clathing

he told me a relative of his was with the J.C. Penney
Company and alco what he had heard about the company. He
thought their headquarters were in Kansacs City so I went to
my deek and wrote a letter to J.C. Penney, in Kancsas City,
giving my experience with Davidsons and that I was lookKing
for a greater opportumity., My letter wase forwarded on to
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the percsonnel department in St. Louis, Missouri. In a few
daye I received a reply from Mr. DeMoece of the personnel
department that he would be in Sioux City in March and would
like amn interview. This wase in January of 1927. Mr. DeMcoss
also wrote that the company had stores in Sioux Falls and
Fremant that I could visit., The next day I was on the bus
to Sioux Falls and had a good visit with Mr. Farensdorf, the
manager of the J,.C., Penney Co. He <caid he would also write
the personnel department. I returned home that evening and
Nada and I thought thie was ocur big chance and hope for the
future.

In early March I got a call from Mr. DeMoee that he was
at the Martin Hotel and arranged for an interview.

Mr. DeMoee gave me & very convincing story of the
campany and their apporunity for men., He also wanted to
interview my wife, o I called Nada. She was at a card
part». She left the party and came down to the hotel. Mr.
DeMaes ctated he had two placee for use, one at Columbus,
Nebraska and the other at Missoula, Montana. He caid my
starting calary would be $140.00 a month. That meant & %35
crt in salary., Mr. DeMoes told us to decide and wire our
arn ' ~ to him at Sicux Falls the next day. We made up our
minu over night to again tighten our belte and wired
Mr.DeMose that we accepted the oppeortunity and 1 would
report at Columbue, Nebraska in two weeks. He wired back
that Mr, Faidley would expect me.

I thern went to Mr. Bolton, head of personnel, informing
him of my decicion and giving them two weeke notice. Mr.
Bolton acted surprizsed and acsked me to see him the next
morning. He was sure they could make me a better
proposition. I told him I had made up my mind toc go with
the J.C. Pernney Co.

We rented cur home toc & friend for $4% a month and made
arrangements with the Buckwalter agency to collect the rent
on the houcee on Dace Street.

It waen“t easy to start over again. We had made sc
many wonderful friendes who gave us & qoing away party and
wicshed us the best.

I made arrangemente with & moving van that they would
load our belongings one day and have up Keeping house in
Columbue the next day.

I left for Columbuse March 27, 1927, the twin’s birthday
and Nada and the girls would follow when I found & place to
tive. I arrived that Sunday asfterncon and contacted Mr.
Fraidley. I had dinner with them that evening and then went
to the ctore and talked Penney talk., 1 started to work the
next morning and was much impressed with all the associates.
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The next few daye 1 hunted for a houce. Houcec for rent were
scarce and ! lookKked everywhere. 1 finally found a house
that the owner’s father had lived in for ceveral yeares alone
and had passed away. It was a nice enough house, but was ¢o
dirty. They rented it to me for %25 per month. The
furniture was stored upstaire. 1 considered at that price,
I could aftford to clean it up. The firet thng I did wae
fumigate and then get busy cleaning up.

I called Nada that I had found a house and che arranged
for the moving van to load our things on Saturday. She
would leave Sunday on the train, to arrive in Columbue that
evening. The van would arrive the next afterncon. Nada and
the qirls stayed with Mre. Ockorne, a neighkor who took them
to the train Sunday.

What & couragecus wife and with three little girls,
Donna, seventeen months old, in her arme and the twins who
were cix yeare old., They had ta change depote in Fremont
and thanks to a man who offered to carry their luggage, they
arrived in Columbue that evening. I was waiting to meet
them.

No van had arrived and did not leave Sicux City for
ceveral daye. It then qot etuck between Fremont and
Columbue for a day or two due to rain and bad roade.
Highway 30 was not paved in those days.

Here were were, stranded with no furniture or
furnicshings with onlty the clothing on ocur bhacks. W went
upetaire and dug out & couple hede and other thinge  ng
with boxes and set up housekeeping. Fortunately, theire was
a cook stove and a few cther thinge that helped. Ue had tc
buy some things and made out until the van arrived & weelk
later. On top of all of thie, the girle came down with the
measlecs,

The walls were o emoky and dirty, 1 decided to give
them a coat of water paint, I started to paint and when the
water paint hit the wall, about two other colore chowed up.
1 thought there was no uce in putting any more paint on the
walle, so I wet the bruch, went round and round and came up
with a mixture of colors that at least looked clean. The
landlord came to vieit and thought the hcouse lcocoked so good
he raised the rent to $30. Boy were we mad!

The twine had started to schocl in Sicux City, so we
started them in the Columbus school for the rest of the
year. So many of the girle were wearing overalle. Nada
thought this loocked terrible, but it wasn’t long until the
girlse wanted overalls,

We went for a drive cne evening and Nada caw come
beautiful leavees growing along a fence. She thcought the




leaves would be nice for the girle to take to their teac
so I got out and picked them. The twins took them to schcol
the next day and that evening the twine and I broke out with
poison ivy. We had it over our arms and face. I never
heard what happened to the teacher.

After the measles, Donna came down with pneumonia. With
me working dayes and most evenings and Nada with her all day,
we took turns tryng to get some relief. Donna’s mouth became
co sore from medicine che refused to eat from a spoon, so
the doctor had ue give her nourishment by enema. I was with
her the night she opened her eyes, loocked up and said,
*Sammy" and pointed to a dish én a stand. I called to MNada.
She fixed come cereal and coffered it to her. She refuced
and said, "Sammy." We could not understand what ¢he wanted
and were decsparate. I then thought of a samdwich. I fixed
two small pieces of bread and put jelly between. She
grabbed it and gobbled it down., EShe refused to eat from a
spoaan for some time.

Donna“e fever had broken and che seemed better. We
often talked of that night and it as one of the happiect
moments of cur liwves. Donna was weak and had lost o much
weight, h~ had to learn to walk over again., I can see the
twine, o on each side walking her arcund the house,

This was our inductiaon into the J.C. Penney Company
Realm.
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THE J.C. PENNEY COMFANY

This wae quite a change from what ! had been accustomed
to at Davidecn’s Department Store in Siocux City. I was on
the floor selling most of the time during the store hours
and returning eveninge tc do stock work and other jobe,
There were five reqular men in the store ... Lloyd Faidley,
manager; Fete Lakeres, ascsistant manager; Roy Houderchalt,
Tom Gratis and myeelf. Roy, Tom and I took turns trimming
the windows, attending the furnace and ather Jjobe. We were

also required to complete a correspondence course in
retailing.

I can never forget the year—end inventory. Only like
iteme of same, year, lot, cost in code and price were
clipped togeher. This made = lot of writing on invetaory
sheets which was done on New Years Day by all store
employees., I newver enjoyed a New Yeare Day with my family
during my years with the J.C. Penney Co. It’e all so
different today.

The inventory wae then figured by we four men and had
to be figured three times and completed and mailed to New
York by January 15th. Can one imagine figuring piece goods,
17 1/2 vardse at 2 374 cents for hours late into the night!
Atter a few years New York did the figuring and was that &
reflief. From Thanksgiving to the middle of Januvary was &
day and night ordeal.

In 1928, Mr. Faidley received word he was to b he
manager of the new J.C. Penney store in Lincoln, Nebi »:Ka.
FPete Lakere was made manager of the Columbuse store and
Stewart Rogers ws transferred from MNMorfolk to Columbus as
aecsietant. Mr. Faidley tock Roy to Lincoln and Tom went to
Tracy, Minnesota. This moved me up to second man place.
The percsonnel affice cent uve two new men, lssah Jewel and

Harold Allen. We then hired a local man, Max Ulrich. Mr,

Rogere wase at Columbue about a year and thern made manager at
Rock Rapids, Jowa. Thic moved me up to ascistant manager at
& salary of £1&40 & month.

< Dean, Nada’s brother, had the Ford Agency in Newcastle

and owed Nada some money. He called ue that he had just
traded for a Model T Ford that had very few milec, He would
exchange for the Chalmers and cancel the note, toc which we
agreed. He and Francece met use in Norfolk and we were
thrilled with the Ford. The old Chalmers had about "Had
N =

Things were & little rough, living on my calary. We
fournd a Yarger house for $4% a month that had a large
one~room apartment and twe other roome upetaire. The Jewels
would take the apartment for %15, Max Ulrich one rcom and

-52-



Lillie, Nada’s cousin who was working at the store, would
take the other. Max and Lillie gave us $7.50 a month., This
cut ocur rent to $15 plus some extra utilitiee which helped.

We made room in the upstairs hall for the twins and
Donna slept with Lillie, "Aunt Audy". Nada and I made the
parlor into our bedrocom. We still had a living room, dining
rocm and Kitchen.

Our house was across the etreet, narth of the junior
high scheool. When the boys were training for track, the
twine would race with them and coach Rich caid they could
beat most of his boys,

Mr. and Mre. Faidley thought so much of the girle. We.
belonged to the Federated Church, Presbyterian and
Congregational, and the twine usually sat with them in
church, which caught the attention of the congregation.

Donna was about three years old and when Nada, Aunt
Audy and Donna were in the grocery store and missed Donna.
They tound her in front of the ccoky dieplay, on her Knees,
hands folded in prarer, saying "Pray."

Mada and the qgirle were in Woolworthse and the twins had
to go to the recect room. They locked the door. UWhen they
were ready to come cut they couldn’t unlock the door. They
got hysterical. When Nada heard them crying she called a
clterk. They could not get the door copen and had te go
outside to a window and tell them how to unltock the door.
Nada caid they were a sight from crying and scratching the
walls.

We bought produce from Mre. Farnedort who tived cloce
to town and she gave the girle & hen and little chickens.
The girls nade real pete of them. Uhen they were grown, we
could nr Kiltl them so they were scold to the market.
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LEARNING THE HARD WaY

It ie hard to understand Jjust why we did not list our
home and the property on Dace Street for cale when we moved
to Columbus, Nebraska. We no doubt would have received a
better price, however, the extra income helped ue at that
time and seemed a good investment. bLle learned the hard way
that nothing 1 certain,

After a year or sc, our renter in the housecs Iin
Morningzide, started miscsing his payments and was back
ceveral month’s rent. Lucky for us he ran for Public Safety
Commisszioner of Sicux City and his political friendz paid
the back rent.

Thice houcse almost cost me my job in the Fenney company.
Whern I was ascistant manager attending a seminar in Omaha
pricr to a Penney manager s convention in 1930, we were
asked to i1l out a quecsticonnaire. One of the quecsticne
was, "Do you have any perconal cobligatione?" 1 listed cur
home in Sicux City at 4,000 with &« $32,000 mortgage. UWhen I
applied for the Job with Fenneye, this came question was
asked and 1 reported none, not considering cur house was 2
personal obligation as it was in my wife’'s name and half
paid for.

Later T waes called to William Bushrnell“e perzanal room
in the hotel and WOW did I catch "Hell." He pointed his
finger &t me and caid, "You lied", referring to my original
application of no obligations. I tried to explain the hause
was halt paid for but to no avail, he caid, "You are & ricsk
to the J.C. Penney Company and I want to see you in this
room after the banquet this evening." Mo one can imagine
how I felt and what I faced. This waes it,

After the banquet I went to hie rocom. Walter Reynolde
and Bill Mitchel were the anly cnes in the rcom. They were
directorse of the company. They were very pleasant and
talked to me in a nice manner, putting me at ease.

I said to them, "If this house etandes in the way of my
future with the J.C. Fenney Company, I will shove it ocver at
once." They assured me that my performance waes satisfactory
and to work out this problem as best I could and continue
with my future in the company. Oh, what & reliet and to
Krnow these Kind of men in the J.C. Penney Co.

Dean and Francez had given up the Ford Agency and were
Tiving in Sicux City, I called Dean to liet our houce for
sale. Fricee were down and Dean called and said he had an
offer of $23,400. Due to circumstances, we told him to <cell
the houcse., Thie wase a loss of 2,400, So much was gone,
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but we had ocur future to be thankKful for., ble had learned &
costly lesecon ... if you can‘t pay for it, "Forget it."

ON MY HONQR .... another trying experience. While 1
wae at Columbue I was usually at the store at eight o'clock.
The first thing was to get the money till and place it on
the cashier decsk. Harcld Allen was in the hoepital. He
called wanting me to bring something from the store. No one
else had arrived, I left & note to the cachier where I had
gone and dropped the till in the waste basket, not wanting
to leave it exposed. When I returned, the cachier acsked for
the till, I said, "It‘s in the waste basket.™ She replied,
"The waste basket ic empty." | made a "B line" for the
furnace rcom and was met with a roaring fire. All the trash
wae going up in smokKe, After reporting to Mr, Lakere what
had taken place, I sifted through the acshee and all that was
left was pennies, nickles and strings of melted <silver. I
was thankful for the evidence of my blunder.
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WEST FOINT

December 28, 19320, Mr. Lakers received a wire from MNew
York, azKing rlm ta cend W, Ellyeson to the Wecst Point,
Nebrasska eto I was to supervicse taking the inventory
and to m«rage the cstore until the new manager, Mr. Dorle,
who was sick, would arrive.

The precent manager had teen relieved of hige dutiecs and
the employees had proceeded to take the inwentory, putting
an inventory €lip on each item., My first job was to
condense =lips to cave as much writing as possible. What &
mess I had gotten intc! bWe finiched the inventory and
mailed it to New York, The store was a former J.B. Beyers
store that had been taken cowver by the Fenney Company two
vears previocuse. The store was small and I hoped I would get
a larger store when I was made manager.

~Atter ol &
Saturday night, I trimmed the fto windows and started home to
Columbus in & snow store, &5 miles away. I arrived about
three o’clock after a hectic trip and lucky to be again with
mx family.

osing the store at ten o’clock on the +irst
£

Leaving the Ford for Nadza, I returned to liect Foint
Sunday evening on the train. I had stayed at the hotel at
firet and then found & rcom at the Krause house which we
later owrned. A few weeks Yater, MNada and Donna came to West
Foint to cee the ctore and epend a few daye. The staore was
22 feet wide and 75 feet long with a small ready-—to-wear
balcaony and & decsk for an office.

It wasn’t hard to figure ocut why the manager waszs let
cut, Forty per cent of the stock was mostly Beyer’ce
merchandize over two years old and all the good had been
cold, leaving the odde and ends. I can recall the 124 pair
of men‘s oxfordz, mostly in sizes &-& 1/72-7-10 /2 and 11.
The =ztore needed a good clearance, but not being the manager
I did not feel it was up to me to do co. 1 did put on =
clearznce sale and got rid of =ome to cother cstores.

There were no orders on file and no white goods for
Januvary sale, <o 1 called MNorfolk, Columbue and Fremont to
send me what merchandicse they could,. I came up with a 234
gain for Januvary, my first month as & manager.

The store had two regular women, Mrs. Wycoff and
Barbara Surman, and an extra woman and Willard Faul on
Saturdaye and after school. They were all good help and
things went altong fine. UWith new merchandicse coming in we
ended February with a 22¢ gain. So far I had heard nothing
regarding Mr, Doyle. 1 wae able to get home & few timee on ;
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weekende to see my family and Mr. Lakere came to West Point
a few timee with Nada and the girls coming along.

Mr. Doyle passed away the later part of March and I
received a wire from New York making me manager. Al
Betzoll, manager from Norfollk checked me in as manager. I
wzen’t too happy, but it was a ctart and a big challenge tco
be on my own and make the most of it. The firet thing I
wanted to do was get my family moved and settle down to
Tiving again.

Finding a house was like finding & needle in a hay
stack. West Point waes an old pioneer town and the people
were not too friendly to newcaomerc, I remember Mada saying,
"14 any one saye pioneer to me again, I‘m going to scream.”
I heard of a houce for rent and the cwner would not rent to
me, caying I was a chain store man and wcouldn”t be there
long. We finally found & place. Mre. Krauwee lived upstairs
and rented us the downstairs. It wasn’t much, but it was &
place to Yive until csomething better chowed up. There was
no natural gas in West Foint and Mada cooked on a coal stove
and also on the camp stove we took to Colorado. That fall
we rented the Ernesty house which was better, but not all
modern, a2 we had to heat that winter with 2 hard coal
burner, like the good old days. The following spring we
rented the Charlee Szacs home which was modern.,

I decided my first big job at the ctore was to clean
house of the old merchandise which was 404 of old Beyer s
adde and ends and cizes, 1 did not have a profit sharing
contract <o 1 took come dracstic mark downe to clear co thece
would not be charged againet future operations. The 124
pair of men‘e oxforde in end cizes, I priced at 1,00,

Bov’e muslin night gowns 15 cente for handkerchiefs, who
ewer heard of boys wearing night gowns, I emptied & big baox
of ladies old catton hoze in the aller trash and & couple
monthe later & ltady brought in a couple dozen, wanting her
maney back ., I teld her the last I caw of those hose they
were dumped in the allew., HNuff said! I had boxee of ladies
heawy underwear and I had Mre.. bWycoft take them to the
Sietere at the Catholic church.

I did a2 Yot of circular adverticing in other towns. 1
would take the twins and & couple other girle and they would
go up and down the streetz leaving circulare at homes. They
got 2 big Kick out of doing it and & little extra pay. Ue
ecld oxhide ocveralle for 4% cents and pavdars at PE cents,
Silk hose at 25 cente and &% centse & pair. Ladies cotton
drezses for &% centte. Men =z work shoes %#1.7% to £Z2.98,
Ladies drecces at #4.92, Men’s hot-cshot work cehirte at 2%
cents.

With wanted merchandise arriving, we were getting new
customers and sales cantinued to rise. Frospecte were
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loeoking better, We finiched the year with a2 324 gain over
$42,000 the year before.

Lonna started to school that fall and the twine were in
the fourth grade. It seemed so good to be settled again.
ke were making many new friende and lWlest Foint wae becoming
& happier place to liwe,

We visited several of the churches but finally cettled
in the emall Congregational Church which was more to cur
likKing. The only trying thing was the preacher who came
from Fremont to give the sermon on Sundare. He would bring
in & little hell about chain stores. Thies was comewhat
embarraszing to us and the congregation, however, he wasn’t
there long.

A heart breaking Christmas ... when I went to West

Foint T did not get a raise in salary or & contract for twc
#eare on profite. At Chrictmas the twine had asked Santa to
bring new roller skates and Donna asked for & doll buggy for

her doltl, Tommy. PBecidees the usual candy and nute, Santa
was able to bring new wheele for the roller cskates and z 98
cent doll bed +or the deoll. Christmas morning not a
digcappointing word was heard. The twine were thrilled to ke
skating again and Donna was alszo thrilled with the doll bed.
Mom and 1 seemed to be the only cnes that hurt. I never
foragot that Christmas. What wonderful girle were oure to Qo
along with the times.

(ne more cbstaclte ctood in our way, This was at the
height of the chain ztore controvercay. My large competitor
was the Bauman Store. Ed EBauman was precident of the
Merchants Minute Men, +ighting chain ztores. Many of the
merchante were not too friendly toward us, Thice fight was
even brought up in the Legislature, I took sewveral years to
cvercome thie agitation. Howewer, I took an active part in
community affairs and in & couple years we were made to feel
part of the activity of lblest Foint. I wae asked to join the
Licnse Club and wase elected preczident of the Chamber of
Commerce. I wae aleo precident of the lecak Walton and in
that year we had a succecssful drive +tor funde to acquire the
property Known as Dexd Timber, ac a State Fark. 1 alco
served on the State Board of the Issak bWalton League.

Im those dave a new manager wae required to cperate hics |
store one full year as a trial. EBEeing made manager in April ,
1931, that year did not qualify so the follocwing year, 1932, 1
was my trial year, I received my cne—-third profit sharing i
contract in 1933 and my firet comp check in 1734 for 1,071, '
Homer Torry, D.M. told me this was the largest check written
in Nebraska that year. There was no store in Omahay Lincoln
lost money that year and due ta the drastic mark downe other
stores had little profit.,
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Along with my check, 1 received 21 shareec of stack
which in later yeare split to 378 shares. This was our
firet break to a better life.

The spring of 1933, I went to my first Penney
convention in Kancas City. At the banquet I wae asked to
stand and be recognized for a 324 gain, the largest in
Nebr aska.

We then bought our fircet electric refrigerater and
several other needed items. My next move was to the Kirkow
& Ickman garage to csee if they ctill had the 1932 Chevy they
had carried over and would trade for our Ford and $400. We
made the deal and that was the moet beautiful car I think we
owned.

That summer, with the new car, we went to Yellcwstone
FPark .. our first real vacaticon. We tcook along cur camp
ctove, cooking and serving dishese and & box of groceriecs,
We prepared all of our meals as we went, We stayed the
firet night in a North Platte motel. 1 can’t ecay much far
motels thocse davs. The next day we took in the Frontier
Daye &t Cheyenne and drove on to Douglas, Wyoming. e
entered the park and spent three dayse at Fishing Bridge,
then made the circle staying one night each at Canyon,
Ronzevelt and 01d Faithful. The price of cakbins in the park
wae 2.00 a night. We stopped at Weet Thumb and Mada,
ancther man and I rented & boat. e caught seventeen trout
in &an hour. We had our movie camera along and took many
pictures of the park and animals. We then left the park and
drove to Jecse and Marie’s and then on haome.

In 1933 I received a comp check for $2,800, a salary
increace to $£175.00 and 22 chares of ctock., Thic was the
last year cstock was issued to managers. A new plan was set
up whereby stock weould ke held for your retirement at &0.

Businecse Kept increasing. However, we had to timit
linees that were badly needed due to crowded conditione.

The Stearncs Store across the street closed. It was
about twice the cize of cur store. I wrote New York giving
them the details and they sent a Mr. Riley ocut to neqgotiate
a leacse. However, he was unable to make a lease, He then
contacted the owners of the building on each side of aur
ctore to use their walle to extend cur cstore to the alley
which gave us &0 feet more rcom. This gave us a larger ‘
ready—to-wear balcony, office and choe department. We were
then able to improve the looks of the store and add more
merchandice lines,

Whern the Stearne store closed, Tillie Stearn applied
for a job. I qave her full time work and cshe proved to be
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an oustanding employee. I was also able to employ & young
man, Leoc Luedke, who went on with the company.

The Judge Crawford home which was located on an entire
block, landzscaped with trees and drive-waye and later owned
by the Krauce family, was for cale by COccidental Building
and Loan of Omaha. Having beern in Weet Point these several
yeare and thinKing this might be ocur home in the company, we
purchasd the place. Our plans were to remodel the house,
living in it a year or o and turning it into apartmentes.

We would then build on one of the lots. This was a three
story home, then occupied by two rental families. We
proceeded to remodel and made the main flocor very liveable.
One can appreciate the cize and looks of the place by &
picture in my scrap book as well as an article written by
Mre. Guy Thompeon, "The Big Houce."

We only lived in thie home a couple years when I was
ocffered the North Platte store. COur family have many fond
memcories of West Point and the people of this community. It
wae a cad morning when we headed down the highway leaving &
most enjoyable life with those who had given so much out of
their appreciation.
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