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0 THE BIG HOUSE 
by Mrs. Guy Thompson 

·1·•" Dr· i v e down a sh ad;,' s. tr· e et i n mos. t any 1 i t t 1 e t own , en d 
t h e r e s i t t i n o b a c k f r om t h e t h or· o u oh f a r· e ~'-' i 1 1 be an o 1 d 
home, perhapi a pretentious home oi brick or stone that 
captures the attention of the curious passer-by. To 
r e s. i de n t s. of t h e c omm u n i t ;,' , i t h o 1 d s. r, o m >' s. t e r >' , an d i t s. 
history to them may seem commonplace. 

.,i 

But what a s t orv the v,1al ls. of an::,,· home that h a s s t o o d a 
ha 1 f cent u r· >·· or· mor· e c ou 1 d t e 1 1 • l,lh a. t gay p c1.r t i es. the)·· have 
looked down upon; what beautiful brides have descended their 
broad stair cases, what heartbreaking sobs have those walls 
hea.rd. 

There is something almost tragic, and certainly most 
pathetic about an old home that stands vacant. Its windows 
stare forlornly at the passer-by. Its porches are unswept 
and broken. The grass and weeds are grown high in the 
summer time, and drifted snow clogs its walks in the winter. 

If houses had souls, how they would hate the clutter 
i n t c, v,1h i ch t he » fa 1 1 u nu se d. 

A most pretentious house was the home on south Colfax 
street built more than 50 years ago by Judge Crawford. Most 
of the bricks which form the 12 and_ 18 inch walls were made 
in the West Point brick yard. They sti 11 stand firm and 
s t r on q . 

Here Judge Craford and his family 1 ived. Miss May was 
a music teacher, and many of the matrons of our town today 
can remember going to the house to take piano lessons. 

Later the property came into the possession of A.L. 
Krause and the entire block which surrounded it was laid out 
in b e au t i ful gardens.. Un u su al .sh rub s an o a 1 ar·ge var· i e t » o+ 
trees were set out. There are but few of the great variety 
1 iving. A northe~n coffee berry tree stands northwest of 
the home. A sycamore and an ancient elm guard the front 
e n t r an c e , and 2<. 1 i n den tree , 1,,, i th i ts s11-1 e e t s c en t e d b 1 o =· s orns 
shades the front porch. 

In the northeast of the block are stately cedar trees. 
One of them has yielded to the urge of nature,and continued 
strong winds from the north, so that al 1 of its branches 
point to the south. 

In the branches of the other trees, the boys of many 
generations have played. 
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The home has now become an apartment house. Its 
grandeur departed, the h ou se :-ti 11 h a s rnaro- t h i n o s o f 
interest; the beautiful stained glass windows on the landing 
in the fr·ont hall; the bron z e maiden t h a t holds al o+ t the 
light on the net-\iel 1 post; and to de sc e n d to the p re c t i c el 
side of l i fe, the huge bath tub i r, the s.e c on d f 1 oor- bath 
room. 

The basement, now modernized, stil 1 holds a chain of 
small rooms that would challenge Agatha Christie or Mignon 
Eberhardt with mystery setting. Fourth in the chain of 
owners is W.W. Ellyson. 

Residence lots have been sold to the east and west, a 
strip to the nor· th is i r, the h an d s of another oner·. But the 
h o 1J =· e =· t i l 1 =· t a. n d =· r· em c, t e f r· om t h e =· t r· e e t =· t o c h a l 1 e n g e t h e 
interest of the curious and to stimulate the memories of 
those who have had happy hours beneath its roof. 
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A DAY TO REMEMBER1 

My father, a sister, granddaught~r 
granddaughter were born on the 27th. 

and gr· eat 

Our twin daughters, Geraldine and Nadine were born 
Mar· c h 2 7 , 1 '-7' 2 1 , 

._i o i r, e d t h e ,J • C • F· e ri r, e ::,,· 
Columbus, Nebraska. 

Comp .::e.n / on t·--lar: ch 

came to Nor· th F' 1 ·='· t t e , t·,Je br· '='··=-~:a. on M,::e.r· ch 
manager of J.C. Penney Company Store, 156. 

.-, -, 
L. t' ' 

.-,....., 
Lt' 

1927 at 

1 ,:;,,-,,..., . ~ 
, ~ "J' a.=· 

My wife, Nada, passed away February 27, 1985. 
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NORTH PLATTE, NEBRASKA 

I I 

l 

In 1938 our sales had grown to over $92,000, more than 
double what they were when I came to West Point. 

In March 1939, I received a wire from New York, 
offering the North Platte store, population 12,000 sales 
volume S161 ,000 •.• wire your answer. My first thoughts 
were West Point with a population of 2,500 and North Platte 
with a population of 12,000, only doing $70,000 more, just 
what would I be getting into. I talked to Mr. Prussa, 
district manager and he said it would be a challenge and 
opportunity. We thought of it over night and wired I would 
accept. 

Fr· e d Henn i s. , the ma. n age r· , h ad be e n i 1 1 f c, r· some t i me 2< n d 
had p a s s e d a.l,,1ay. 

I left for North Platte by train, March 27th, the twins 
birthday, and the same day I joined the Company at Columbus. 
Th r· e e b i g e 1,1 e n t =· i n o u r· 1 i 1,1 e s. on Ma. r· c h 2 7 t h . 

Arriving in North Platte, I walked to the store which 
then was at 108 East 5th Street. As I entered the store and 
set my sui tease dowh, I can never forget the big smile and 
gr· e et i n g I got fr· om Don Be 1 1 , a. s.s. i st sn t rn sn a.ge r· as. he c arne 
up the aisle to meet me. Don had arrived only two months 

· be f ore . In the next fet, .. 1 da.>'=·, I came to r·eal i ze I h ad 
inherited another big problem in house cleaning, not only in 
merchandise, but personnel. Don Bell proved to be one of 
the most capable men I have had the pleasure of working 
with. At the end of the year, I only had two of the 
original employees left, Don Bel 1 and Don Hunt. Many of the 
~ployees resigned and others were replaced. 

c arne 
I returned to West Point the fol lowing weekend and Nada 
back to look for a house. Mrs. Hennis had decided to 

mov e to California . ..,,,hen sc h oo l ,,-_1-9.s. out an d offer·ed to r·ent 
her h orne to us. v . .1 i th an opt i on to bu>' i f sh e de c i de d to s.e l 1 . 
t,Je r·en ted the h ou se an d l1,1a i ted un ti 1 school w a s out to rnov e , 
Later she decided to sel 1 and we bought the home for $6,800. 

I received a letter from New York complementing me on 
the stock in the West Poni t store, that the new manager and 
district manager accepted the stock 100%. It sure wasn't 
the case in North Platte. The D.M. never showed up and I 
had to take the loss in mark-downs to clean stocks. 

0 u r· s. a 1 e s c 1 i m be d f r om $ 1 6 1 , 0 0 0 t o $ 2 2 5 , 0 0 0 t h a t f i r = t 
year. I received a one-third contract, however due to heavy 
mark-downs and sales promotion my comp check wasn't so good 
that first year. The following years, North Platte was a 
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good profit store. Our largest volume in sales was $844,000 
and at today's prices this would be around $2,500,000. 

I had a room at the McCabe hotel until we moved after 
school sometime in May. I took the train a few weeks ends 
t o We '=· t Po i n t an d Nada. c am e b a c k t,,, i t h me '=· e v e r a 1 t i me s .• 

The Chamber of Commerce gave me a big welcome as well 
as many business men. There was no Lions Club in North 
Platte and thanks to a letter from the Lions Club at West 
Point, I was invited to Join the Rotary Club. 

In 1944 we moved our store to the corner of 5th and 
Dewey which gave us a larger and better location. 

,, 
I 

!. 
1· 
(, 

!1 
1' 

~: 
t 
.I 

North Platte has been very good to our family in many 
ways and we are so happy and thankful we have had the 
opportuniy to make it our future 1 ife and home. 

I have served as director and on several committees of 
the Chamber, chairman of the United Fund, and elected 
director of the Mutual Building and Loan. Later when Mutual 
me r· g e d t-•,1 i th Comm e r· i c a. 1 Feder· a 1 of Om ah a , I c on t i nu e d t o 
serve as Advisory Director from 1981 to 1986. 

Our family are members of the Presbyterian Church and I 
served as Elder. I belong to Platte Valley Lodge, Master 
Masons, Tehama Shrine, Past Commander Knights Templer, 32nd 
degree and Past Soverign of Shilo Conclave Red Cross of 
Con s t an t i ne at Al 1 i an c e , Nebraska .. 
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THE CABIN 

In 1952 we bought a cabin at Lake Maloney which is 
seven and one half miles south of North Platte. 

Nada and I were invited out to Harold and Florence 
Wies's cabin on the _lake one evening. We enjoyed it so much 
and all the things the lake h ad to offer t h a t tAJe decided to 
have a place of our own at the lake. 

The next morning Harold and I l coked at severa.1 cabins 
that were for sale. That noon at Rotary luncheon at the 
Pawnee Hotel I mentioned to Shike Sievers I was looking for 
a cabin at Lake Maloney, Shike told me that John Knicely 
was leaving North Platte and his cabin was for sale. Just 
then I. saw John walk in the door to the lobby. I got up and 
contacted him, arranging to see the cabin that evening. We 
made the deal for $3,000. 

It wasn't too much of a cabin but 
on the lake, w i t h good p o ss i b i l Lt i e s . 
s t art and v,,e were h app v v.Ji th our· de al . 

a. tAtc,n de r· f u l 1 oc a. t i on 
It was a place to 

l.•.J i th Ed an d Nad i n e 1 i v i n g here and Ger· r· :,., , l,Jc, l cot t , 
Donna and Jim, lots of good help was available. The fun of 

_spending their vacations. here ''°''i th us. v,,as. t..._1onder·ful +or- al 1. 
It was a great place for the grandchildren to swim and 
enjoy. 

Our first plans were to modernize the cabin so they 
could stay there as much as possible. Several of our close 
n e i g h b c, r s. '-"' e n t t o g e t h e r· an d p u t i n a. 11 . .1 e l 1 an d t,,, a. t e r· s. )-' s. t em , 
t o e a c h of o u r · c ab i n s. , t h e n k i t c: h e n a. n d b a t h r· o om f a c i 1 i t i e = . 
From then on 'it was an ever ending improvement which I am 
sure v,1e a 11 enJ o:,-.'ed. Enc 1 o s i ng U':e p orc h , ba.rbecue gr i 1 l , 
side walks, boat and boat house and~ 60 foot boat dock for 
f i :-h i n g an d s1,J i mm i n g. f< i 1 1 i n g the ·:.a.·t, burs, .get t i n g bl u e 
grass started, water system, croquet, minature golf course 
and sv,1 i ngs. One winter· Ed an d I knotty pined the 1 iv i ng 
r o c,m • kl e h i r e d 'J e r >' l i t t 1 e c a r· p e n t e r· h e l p e x c e p t t o p u t i n 
w i n dows , 

The cabin was at last modern as far as our needs were 
concerned. Aki tchen, bathroom, living room and bedroom 
it was a Joy to spend time there, which we did so many 
evenings, The nice thing about it was a labor of love, 
always finding something to do and improve happiness and 
bring our whole fami 1 ies together. Many of our 
gr·andch i 1 dr·en 1 ear·ned to st .... r i m and s.k i a.t the c ab i n , 

After many of them were grown and gone it became a 
1 ittle too much for Mom and I to take care of, so we sold it 
for $22,500. 
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THE FAMILY 

Nada and our three daughters have al 1 been very active 
i n t h e i r· c omm u n i t >' • 

Nada was well known for her church and civic 
activities. She served as Lincoln County Chairman of the 
American Cancer Crusade; served 3,000 hours with the Pink 
Ladies at the hospi t al ] s.e rv e d many >'ear·s v,,i th ,Job's 
Daughters. Nada was a Past Worthy Matron of Signet Chapter, 
O.E.S.; Pa~:-t President of S.0.0.8.; Daughters. of the Ni l.e; 
and Past President of AK, P.E.O. 

' I 
,\ 
I l 

I 
l 
i 

I 
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The girls were al 1 been active in Job's Daughters, 
their church and school. Donna has a beautiful voice, 
participating in school programs. She sang "The Lord's 
Pr·ayer" at the Chur·ch Memor·ia.1 Ser·,1ice on "D" Day. It vJas. 
recorded by KODY Radio. Geraldine and Nadine seemed to 
coodinate their activities, being Majorettes in the high 
s c h o o 1 b a. n d an d c >'m b a 1 tv,, i r 1 e r· s i n t h e Le g i on Dr um a. n d 8 u g 1 e 
Corp. They were chosen as DeMolay State Sweehearts at the 
DeMol c1.y convention a t Alliance, Nebr·aska .. 

A f t e r· gr ad •J a t i n g f r· om h i g h s. c h o o 1 t h e y tJJ e n t t o 
Lindenwood College for one year. Donna also went to the 
Unviersity of Nebraska after graduating. While the girls 
were in high school they u s.h e rs at the t h e a t r e , The tw i n s 
both looked and dressed alike and it was a mystery to many 
how one usher was able to be coming up one aisle and a 
second later going down another aisle. 

Following their year at Lindenwood, Geraldine worked in 
Larry Martin's office and Nadine at Dixon Jewelry store. 
Donna worked for the Telephone Company. 

The fal 1 of 1942, Geraldine and Nadine were interviewed 
by an agent of the F.8.I. and were given a Job in the fincer 
print department in Washington, D.C. This was quite an 
ex per· i ence in their Ii v e s , 

T omm >' Car· r· o 1 1 , ,,._, h om Na. d i n e h ad g c, n e v..1 i t h i n h i g h 
school, was in the Air Force, stationed at Grenada, 
M i s. s i s. s. i pp i • IAI he n he \.• . .1 as. on 1 e a,,, e he c am e to l.<.I as. h i n g t on and 
they were married, June 8, 1943. Nadine regisned her Job 
with the F.8.I., and t h e v l i v e d in Grenada. They 1 ived 
t h e r· e on 1 >·· a sh or t t i me v,, h e n T omm :~- ., s p 1 a. n e w c1. '=· i n c o 1 l i =· i on 
with another plane. He was ki 1 led July 17, 1943. Tommy had 
cal led his folks that his plane would be on a training 
flight and wou l d land a t the t·,Jor·th Platte field on Satur·da:,· 
night. Nada was at the store that night when Nadine cal led 
us and told us what had happened. We went to the airport 
~nd gave the message to Tommy's father and mother. 
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Na d i n e v..1 a=· 1 i v i n g a t h om e w i t h u s l"-' h e n " L i t t 1 e Tommy " , 
Thomas Wi 11 iam Caroll, was born 14 March 1944. He was our 
great joy. I finally had a footbal 1 player. When they 
l,,, c, u 1 d c om e t o t h e s t c, r e t o p i c K me u p e ~i e n i n gs , a=· 1 i t t 1 e 
Tommy entered the store he would always call out, "Grandpa." 
Nadine went to visit Gerry at Gage, Oklahoma after Christmas 
and left Tomy with Nada and I. He became i 11 New Year's 
evening. We rushed him to the hospital where he passed away 
January 2, 1948. Nadine was able to get a private plane and 
arrived shortly before he passed away. I missed his call 
"Grandpa" for a long time. 

When Nadine resigned her job with the F.B.I. to get 
married, Geraldine resigned also. She came home, not 
wanting to I i v e in Was.hingtc,n a l cn e , After a few mor. t h s , 
she accepted a job at the Warren Air Base in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming. She had worked there only a few months when she 
called us saying she had been to the doctor. She had an 
acute appendicitis and needed an operation at once. She 
arrived home that evening by train and was operated on that 
evening. 

A Naval Airforce Training Station was located here in 
Nor·th Platte, run by ,John Cl inch, instr·uctor·. Geraldine did 
not care to return to Warren Air Base and took a positon in 
the office for Mr·. Cl inch. It was here 1,,..1here she met 
Wolcott Burkeholder who had transfered from active Navy duty 
to the Air Corp. Wolcott's home was at Carlsbad, New 
Mexico. They were engaged later and after the war was over 
t h e » , .. ,,er·e rnar-r- i ed on June 25, 1944. They made their home in 
Carlsbad and after sometime, Wolcott joined the F.F.A. and 
t h e y· 1 i v e d i n Gage , 0 k 1 ah om a ; I mp e r· i a l , Ne b r· ask a ; E 1 Pa=· o , 
Texas; Midland, Texas and last in Fort Worth, Texas. 

Donna worked for Northwestern Bel 1 a couple years and 
was then married to James L. Ward of Scottsbluff, Nebraska. 
They were married at the Presbyterian Church on October 17, 
1'7'49. Th e v 1 i v e d in Lincoln 1; . ih i le ,Jim f i n i s.h e d his s e n i or­ 
year at the Unviersity. They then joined the J.C. Penney 
C orn p an >' a t C 1 a r· i n d a. , I 01;,1 a . La t e r· t h e :>' 1;J e r· e . t r an =· f e r· r· e d t o 
Laramie, Wyoming where Terry was born. They then 
transferred to Englewood, Colorado, North Kansas City and to 
Fredonia, Kansas where he was made manager. After a 
fewyears at Fredonia they were moved to Neosho, Missouri 
l"-' h e r· e t h e ;,, n Ql.•,1 1 i u e a. f t e r· r· e t i r i n g f r· om t h e Comp an >' i n 1 9 8 3 . 
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RET I REMEt-JT 

My retirement with the J.C. Penney Co, was July 1, 
1958. In May we were invited to New York for our settlement 
of stocks, annuities and other benefits, plus a week of 
wonderful entertainment ... the best shows, restaurants, 
Yankee Stadium, a boat trip around Manhattan Island and the 
Statue of Liberty. 

The f i r st morning v-,e s t e p p e d out of our· hotel, hai 1 ed a 
taxi and t o l d him 330 l.,Jest 34th Strett. He replied, "You 
better walk. It's only two blocks." 

l,,.Je met tA1i th the Executives and other personnel, man>' I 
had k n own before, v,1ho were wonderfu 1 to he 1 p '"' i th anything 
we could want. A buyer took us to get a mink stole and see 
the manufactur·ing o f dresses. wh e re Mc,m or·dered a couple 
dr e sse '=·. 

I 

i 
I 

,I 
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The first morning we came down to breakfast, a cou~le 
were looking at us and waved for us to come to their table, 
It was Casey and Sarah Jones from Modesto, California, 
Casey had been a former D.M. and had been loca\ed in New 
Yo r k . 1,,,1 e ,i u s. t s. e em e d t o h i t i t of f t o g e t h e r· . W h a. t . a ·t h r· i 1 l 
we had going places. We met with them at several 
conventions of the H.C.S.C. and kept in touch at Christmas. 
Both have passed away at this time. 

0 n o u r r· e t u r· n h om e , we s t op p e d of f a. t Ge n e v a , Net,,, Y c, r· k 
t o v i sit l"-' i th Don and Ina. Be 11 • Don w a s ma.nager· of the 
store there and my former assistant manager. They took us 
to Buffalo, New York and Niagara Falls. 

In June our store employees gave us a retirement party 
at the Country Club. Nadine, Ed, Donna, Jim and Gerry were 
all w i t h u-=·• ~,)c,lcott had left for· El Paso, Te x e s , their· ne1.,.,1 
assignment and home. 

I t lA•a s. £.o gc,od to s.e e a.n d be VJ i th so many of m;,, l on g 
time associates, managers and friends. They presented us 
with gifts and scrap book which we treasure through the 
year· s .. 

Fol lowing my retirement, Morn and I had made plans to do 
some t r· a.~-• e 1 i n g , v i s. i t f r i e n d s an d s e e rn or· e of o u r· 1 an d vJ i t h 
time on our hands. 

It wasn✓t long before our community cal led to head the 
United Fund drive. Mayor Roy Keenan appinted me to fi 11 a 
v a c a. n c ;,' c, n t h e C i t )-' Co u n c i 1 • A t t h e n e x t c i t y e l e c t i on , 
Nada and I were visiting friends at Mesa, Arizona, when I 
r· e c e i v e d a. c a. 1 l f r· om Nor· t h P l a. t t e as.~: i n g rn e t o r· u r, f or· 
Mayor. I told them I would be home in a couple weeks and 

-77- 

f.1 
1, .. , ,, 
I 
I 

!I 
" lj 

I 

l 
.1 
'I 
/j. 

ii 
,I 
I 



I I 

I 
' 

I 
/l ,. 

,) 

I 



·---- ,,..,--- 

would give my answer, When we arrived home this article had 
appeared in the Telegraph newspaper: 
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"Contest for Mayor Possible 
Petitions are being circulated today to put the name of W.W. 
Ellyson, second ward councilman, on the ballot as a 
candidate for mayor. A backer of the drive to "draft" 
Ellyson told the Telegraph today· about fifteen men are 
circulating the petitions, because we think he is a good man 
for the job. When Ellyson returns it wi 11 be his privilege 
to accept the n om i n at i on or· de c 1 i n e • E 1 1 ;,'sc,n i s- c,u t of t own 
and is expected back Saturday." 

I dee! ined the nomination for· ma.>'Or b e c au se of m>' 
relationship with Mayor Keenan who appointed me to the 
c ou n c i 1 • 1.,Je v,1er·e bo t h on the Boar·d c,f Di rec t or-s of Mutual 
Building and Loan. I was relected to the council for 
another· ter·m. After· se rv i ng on the counc i 1 , I was appointed 
by Mayor Huebner to fil 1 a vacancy on the Airport Authority, 
wh i ch I he 1 d u n t i 1 1 985. At that t i me I di d n c, t 1.>Jan t to r· u n 
for re-election, after eighteen years of service to the 
Author it/·. 

I was President of our Rotary Club in 1946-1947. In 
1962, North Platte Rotary Club placed my name in nomination 
for District Governor at the coming conference of District 
563, in Has t i n q s, , Nebr·aska.. Tf i '=· to me t ... ,a.s. a. great honor, 
to be asked by the men who Knew me best to be District 
Governor of Rotary Internatonal. I was elected and the 
later part of May, Nada and I attended the International 
Assemby for all District Governors from 156 countries and 
geographical regions around the world at Lake Placid, New 
York. There were twenty governors in my group, eleven from 
the United Staeds and nine from foreign countries.· This was 
a great 0pxerience in fellowship and instruction. Many of 
us have oeen together at future Internationaf Conventions. 

On July 1st, I took over my duties as District 
Governor. Nada and I had the pleasure of visiting the 32 
clubs in our District 563. Several times were were cal led 
back for different occasions. The Rotary-Anns always had 
parties for Nada which she enjoyed so much, makJng so many 
fr· i ends .. 

I was. a l s. o ma.de a " Pa u l Har r· i s- Fe l l ow " b >' a don a t i on of 
Sl,000 to the Rotary Foundation by the North Platte Rotary 
Club. 

I have the pleasure of inducting new members into 
Rotary and to date I have inducted 118 new members into the 
North Platte Club since 1976. 

We enjoyed our first home in North Platte at 420 South 
Vine and have many fond memories of our daughters and their 
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Dear Rotarians : 

/ 

( 

God Bless Christmas 

As we approach another Holiday Season, I am r(Jllinded of Charles Dickens' 
description of Christmas: 

11I have always thought of Christmas as a good time; a kind, forgiving, generous, 
pleasant time; a time when men and women seem by one consent to open their hea.rt,s 
freely; and so I sa:y "God Bless Christmas". 

These words are from one of Dickens' slimmest volumes, A Christmas Carol, which 
was published in 1843. Like many of his other works, A Christmas Carol, embodies 

/ his genuine love for people. He knew and understood human nature ••• the heart of 
man, 

Although separated in time, our own-Paul Harris and Charles Dickens shared a 
quality in common with all men who have achieved greatness in some path of human 
endeavor: they earned and held the love and respect of their fellow men. 

Once again, we approach the Holida:y Season amidst the tensions of a world that 
is not at war, yet not at peace. 

What happens to us during this season to make it such a special time of year? 
The changes are profound: We gain in forebearance, understanding, unselfishness and 
patience ••• qualities that are readily embodied by those of us who count Service 
to others as part of our daily lives. 

But the Christmas Spirit seems to last such a short time. If we can so readily 
practice the Golden Rule at Christmas, can we not mold strength of the season into 
a way of life that will help us everyday, all year long? 

Ma:y the spirit of the Season bring great happiness to you and yours. 

Sincerely 

Governor Bill. 
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activities here, After our girls were married and gone, Mom 
an d I de c i de d t o bu i 1 d a n e ~~, h om e , a 1 1 on on e f 1 o or· , i n a 
cornfield in the southwest part of town. Today the city has 
bui 1 ta mi le or so beyond us. 

As I embarked on a so-called retirement after 31 years, 
I can look back over those years and say, "It was a most 
fortunate day when I found the J.C. Penney Company." I have 
had the privilege of working with the finest, dedicated and 
loyal group of people to found in an organization. 

A BIG THANKS TO ALL, and I remain, 
a:. ever·, 

I 
u.u. El 1 ;vson 
"l,_lally" or· "Bill" 
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Llweetheart,I thought you'd like to know, 
~hat someone's thoughts go where you go, 

That someone never can forget 
~he hours we've spent since first we met. 



-------· 

J 
"TAKE MY HAND PRECIOUS LORD" 

Thank You, God. 

For pretending not to notice one of 
Your angels was missing and for guid­ 
ing her to us. You turned Your head 
for a minute and allowed her to slip 
away to us. 
Sometimes we wonder what special name 
You had for he't'.We callee. he~·11Mother·; 
Thank the other angels for filling in 
for her while she was away. I kno~ 
it hasn't been easy. Her shoes would 
be hard to fill. 
She has to be one of Your grenteot 
miracles, God, and we want to tbnnk 
You for lending our Mother to us. 
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IN MEMORY 

[: 

Today we drive by the Old Farm. Nobody 1 ives there any 
more. The buildings are al 1 deserted, but I cannot go in. 
I can see the house where I was born and can walk through 
each room, just as it was. I can see the silver maple trees 
that shaded the yard and where I had my swing. The yellow 
roses that. bloomed by the front door. The cresent designed 
4x4 that stood in the corner of the yard, "Oh, How Cold" it 
was on winter mornings. Al 1 part of my 1 ife •.• those days, 
The orchard where I Watched for that first ripe, juicy 
apple. The creek where we went to cool off on hot summer 
day<: .. I can see Queeny, the little dog I trained, bringing 
in the milk cows in the evening. 

So much i s gone .. .. but I can see i t a 1 1 . 

Across the fields of long ago, 
there often comes to me. 

A 1 i ttle boy with face aglow, 
the boy I used to be. 

Th a t 1 i t t 1 e boy 1,,,1 i t h f a c e a g 1 01,,,1 , 

looks up and smiles at me. 
And asks me if I really am, 

the man I thought I"dbe. 

. --~-- --·I 
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*William & Grace Hinchman Ellyson 
iilliam,1798-1861. Grace,1301-1874. 
J}orn, Gos hen, :iis, 1·iahoning, Co, Ohio. 
1. ..obe r-t j~llyson, l-Jaryland 16L+2. 
11.Gerard ~llyson,H,?. D,1749. 
111.~illiam ~llyson,b,?. D,179?. 
lV. Gideon ~llyson,3,1727. D,13C7. 
V.Zachariah ~llyson,E,1762.D,1837. 
v i , ,;illia:; ~~llyson, J, 1798. D, H361. 
Vll.Allen H.Zllyson,B,1842.D,1907 • 
.. :.• father of, 
Vlll ·/ ' 11 ··11 ·•, 1•·)0··0 • ·.,1r.. ;;a ace .,:, ys on .u , 0-;;o. 
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GENEALOGY OF THE ELLYSON FAMILIES 

In s.e e.r c h I n q form>' Father'=· earl)' 1 ife in Ohio a<:. to 
when and how he came to Nebraska, I have found much 
information in the Genealogy Book of Ellyson Fami 1 ies, and 
each of my girls have a copy of the book. 

I want to express our appreciation for these historical 
excerpts by Clara Crew Jones of Wahsington, D.C. and Dr. 
Charles Ellyson of Waterloo, Iowa. Nada and I had the 
pleasure of visiting with Dr. Ellyson who stopped in North 
P 1 a. t t e to ca 1 1 on u '=·. 

Please note that the numbers in () after names denotes 
their sequence in this book. 

1. Cap t ai n Rc,ber·t El l v s on , in 1642, was 1 iving in 
Saint Mary's County, Maryland, at the end of the long 
peninsula that is separated from Virginia by the Potomac 
River. At that time he was sheriff of the county. Later he 
moved to Virginia, and was sheriff of James City County, 
Virginia, an office that carried importance those days. 
On 1 >' eight >'ear·=· ear· lier· had the "Ark and Dov e " made their· 
historical landing in water just off this peninsula and 
Robert Ellyson could have easily known Leonard Calvert and 
his colonists. He was Sergeant of Arms in the House of 
Burgesses in 1657 and 1658; a member of the House of 
Bu ro e ss e s. 1656-59-60 and 63. B;v 1649 he v,,a<:. 1 iv i ng in Sur·r·>' 
County and was later a plantation owner in New Kent County. 
He was cal led Sheriff, Doctor, Coroner, Judge, Captain, 
Major and Burgess, at different periods of his 1 ife. He was 
also "Ba.rber-Chirurgeon" (sur·geon) for· a p h y s l c i an h a d 
bequeathed to him all of his equipment and medical books. 
Dr. Robert Ellyson belonged to the Church of England and was 
\) e '=· t r ;,'man i n ::;; a i n t Pe t e r· ' s Par· i '=· h i n Ne \1J Ke n t Co u n t y , 
Virginia which is east of Richmond, Virginia where he owned 
577 acres. of 1 and. He mar·r· i ed Elizabeth, wh o s.e 1 a st name is. 
not known. They had two chi ldre~, Gerard Robert and Hanna 
Ell v s on , He died befor·e 28 September· 1671. · He h a s the 
distinction of beino an ancestor of John Tyler. President of 
the United Stcdes .. - · · 

It was the custom in the early colonial days for a 
gentleman who was educated and belonged to an aristocractic 
f am i 1 >' , t o b o? c a 1 1 e d upon t o s e r- v e as an arm>' of f i c er and i n 
the lega.l profession. On l » a. fev,, could be sent as 
representatives to the Assembly, Dr.Ellyson was among the 
f e w v,, h c, own e d 1 i b r· a r i e s. an d c a r· r· i e d w a. t c h e '=· i n t h a t e r a • 
One of the ear· 1 i es. t r· e cords of a vJa t ch in Vi r g i n i a, dates 
back to 1660 on which year an attachment was granted to 
Captain Ellyson, Executor of Dr. Harry Waldron's estate 
aga.in:.t Th orns s Bow l e s for three pounds.sterling for a 1,1,,1atch 
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of Dr. Waldron/s which Bowles had carried to England and 
sold. 

In Virginia "we find the lawyers of York County in 
1646, Wil 1 iam Hockaday, Francis Wi 11 is, Thomas Bushrod and 
Dr·. F:obert El 1 » s on , All t h e se we re t ru st e d and tried men." 

2. Gerard Robert Ellyson (1), b. ?; died before 16 
December 1749; married Sara Crew. They had eight children: 
Robert 3, Agatha 4; Hannah 5; ~1 i zabeth 6; Judi th 7; 1,,.Ji 11 i am 
8; Cecila 9; Ursula 10. William 8 was. our e n c e st or-, Ger·ard 
Ellyson fol lowed his father in being a planter in New Kent 
County; Virginia, which is located east of Richmond, 
Virginia, where he owned at least one large plantation. He 
was also a slave owner having 1 ived in the period before 
consciences became awake to the iniquity of slave holding. 
Gerard R.El lyson was the first of our Ellyson ancestors to 
become an active member of the Society of Friends. He owned 
577 acres of land at least, as recorded. 

I 
I 

After his death there is mention in the Personal Estate 
of Gerard Ellyson, the right and property of a Negro woman 
named Tamer·. El i z ab e th .John s.cn testified that "her father·, 
Gerard R.El lyson did on the day that the negro woman Tamer 
was born, give the said chi Id unto his daughter, Ursula." 
The controversay over Tamer the committee reported that Sara 
Ellyson, widow of Gerard Ellyson had the Good Right unto the 
said negro woman Tamer and her child, Lucy. 

I 
I 

3. 1.,J i 1 1 i am E 1 1 yson < 8) , born?; died 22 Mci,y 1 79?; 
married Agness Johnson 5 August 1722; married Jane Saunders 
8 October 1732; died 10 January 1780. He had six children: 
Gideon, 44; Sa'r·ah, 45; Eliza, 46; 1.,Jin (William), 47; 
Benjamin, 48; Isaiah, 49. He was a'planter in New Kent 
County and an Elder in the Friends Meeting, at the time of 
his death. Their oldest child, Gideon, was our ancestor. 
The connection between Gideon and Gerard and Dr. Robert 
Ellyson is not conclusive. 

4. Gideon Ellyson, 44; born 1 August 1·727; died 29 
January 1807; married Margery Stanley on 14 October 1752 at 
Ce de r· Cr· e e k Me e t i n g Hou =· e . Th e )' 1 i v e d i n Ne t,J Ke n t Co u n b' , 
Virginia, 18 miles from Richmond. They had eight children: 
Wi 11 iam, 73; Gideon, 74; Zachariah, 75; Mary, 76; Margery, 
77; Mariam, 78; Jonathan, 79; Agnes, 80. Gideon was a 
p 1 an t e r· 1 i v i n Q ci. 1 1 h i '=· 1 i f e i n N e l,,, I< e n t Co u n t )' • G i de c, n a. n d 
Margery were Elders in the Black Creek Meeting at the time 
of their deaths. Both died in the first month of 1807. 
Their third child, Zachariah, was our ancestor. (Note: We 
E 1 I )'son=·, i n c 1 u di n g Dr· . Char· 1 e =· EI 1 yson , genera 1 1 )' th i n k of 
Gideon Ellyson (44) was being the beginning of the Ellyson 
1 i ne.) 
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5. Zachariah Ellyson, 75; b. 10 June 1762; d. 7 March 
1837; rnar r I e d Mary l)ota.1..._,, 27 April 1789. She was born 12 
October· 1 768 and died 23 Apr· i 1 1844. The>' had ten chi 1 dr·en: 
Isaac, 93; Gideon, 94; Zachariah, 95; Robert, 96; Wi 11 iam, 
97, Margery, 98; Ann, 99; John 100; Joseph 101; Mary 102. 
(,_Ii 11 i am (97) wa s our ancestor·. Zachariah we n t v.iest to 
Loudoun County, Virginia and was soon fol lowed by his 
brother, Jonathan. Zachariah was employed by Isaac Votaw 
who built mil ls in the northwestern part of Virginia. Like 
many young men in novels, he married his boss's daughter. 
They 1 i ved near Sou th Fork, Lou don County and 1 a ter 1 i ved in 
a very pictur·esque, hilly section near· Philippi, West 
lJirginia . 

In the spring of 1816, Zachariah, with his wife, Mary 
and eight children, followed his father-in-law, Isaac Votaw 
t o Mah on i n g Co u n t >' , i n n or· t h e as t , 0 h i c, • Th e r· e t h e Fr i e n d s 
might settle satisfactorily. 

Their son, Isaac, came later with his family, but 
Gideon remained in Virginia. Zachariah left the state of 
Virginia on account of slavery to which he was bitterly 
opposed. 

I remember by Father saying he was born in Goshen, 
northeastern, Ohio. I was never able to locate Goshen until 
reading from Clara Crew Ellyson Jones' notes, page 44 in the 
Genealogy of the Ellyson Families, and find it is Goshen 
Township in the western part of the county. 

Clara Crew Jones writes: These worthy people went by 
boat northward along the Tygart Valley River to the 
Monongahela River, stopping at Brownsville, Pennsylvania. 
Here they Joined other Quakers who migrated westward from 
other eastern sections, while members were sent to "Spy out 
the land west" and decide what section seemed satisfactory 
for· s.e t t l erne n t o f the Societ>'• To test the s o i 1 and 
congenial neighbors and attitudes about slavery. Moreover 
were the nearest Indians friendly. These were questions to 
be decided before Friends settled in a new section. Western 
Mahoning County, south of Youngstown, Ohio, became the new 
h om e c, f t h e l.) c, t .:<,1;,1 a. n d E 1 1 >' sn f am i 1 i e s. . Some of t h e i r· 
descendants st i 11 1 i ve in the ne i 9hborhood wh i 1 e a goodl Y 
number ~~1hos.e p e.re n t s and gr·andpar·ents 's ou qh t a new frontier· 
1 i v e i n I ow a an d o t h e r s t a t e s . 

I have end ea v o u red to t r ace the E 1 1 y s. c, n f am i 1 i es fr om 
Dr.Robert Ellyson in Maryland, Surry County, to Mahoning 
County, Ohio, where my father, Allen Hinchman Ellyson, 
arrived on the family tree. 

6. William Ellyson, 97, b. 9 October 1798; died 
December 1861; married Grace Hinchman, 4 October 1821. She 
was born 2 March 1801 and died 18 October 1874. Their . i 

I 
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chi 1 dren: Ruth <Ellyson) Hutton, 151; He nrv H,, 152; 
Margery (Brandon) <Drawin) 152a; Martha (Ellyson) Wean, 153; 
S i n a < E 1 1 y son ) Sh i n n , 1 5 4 ; ~,1 i 1 1 i am , ,Jr· . , 1 5 5 ; Mar y An n i c e 
(Elln,.c,n) Car·ter·, 15t,; Allen H., 157; John l.vallace, 158. 
Allen H., 157 was my father. On page 45 in the Genealogy 
Book is a record of Father's brother's trip from Ohio to 
Iowa in covered wagons, starting 29 May 1854. It took over 
30 days which could be covered in one day by today's modes 
of t r av e l , His brother, l,Ji 11 iam, 155, wh o was about 18 
years old came with him. Wi 11 iam, Allen (my father) and 
Wal lace came to northeast Nebraska some time later. As near 
as I can figure out, my Father was about 12 years old and 
Wal lace 10 years old when their brother Henry made this trip 
t o I ot,J a . I 1,,,.1 i sh I h ad a 1 i k e r e c c, r d of t h e i r· t r i p t o 
Nebraska. 

I 

Fr· orn L i f e '=· t or >' , He n r :>' H • E 1 1 y son , p age 4 6 : W i 1 1 i am 
and Grace Ellyson (97) had six sons and three daughters, 
s e ,.,, e r· a 1 of '"'' h om =· e t t 1 e d n e a. r· the i r· f o l I< s . The ma. n >' p 1 e· as an t 
times vi s i t i ng and pl a:,,.'i ng t . ._,i th c ou si n<:- st i 11 1 i ngers in m>-·· 
memory. The first sad time was when mother had a hard spel 1 
of fever, and my older sister Ruth (151) and younger sister, 
Margery, 152A, were sent away to stay part time at one 
grandparents and part time with the other. Martha Ann 
(153), a babe a few months old, was sent to Uncle Isaac 
El lyson's (903), where cousin Ann took care of her until 
mother recovered so she could be brought home. When father 
carried her home she was crying because she was afraid of 
us, having been away long enough to forget us and become 
attached to cousin Ann. 

Goshen Friends Meeting was the first I attended. Early 
impressions seem to stay by me. We were taught early th~ 
anti-slavery sentiments of the Friends and also their way of 
s e t t 1 i n g d i s p u t e '.:- tAJ i thou t go i n g to 1 av,, , 1,,,.1 h i c h s e em s t o me 
yet the best way. Father (97) sold his farm to Uncle Robert 
< 9 6 ) an d m ,:, v e d t o t h e l"' e s t p a. r t. of Le x i n g t on T ovm =· h i p s . 
There he bought a smal 1 grist mi 11 with 30 acres of land. 
here I he 1 p e d a t them i 1 1 and on the f a r· m do i n g some t e am i n g , 
and thrashing, etc. When 17 years old I began to work for 
myself. In the eighth month of 1844, I was married to Sara 
Hutton (152a). I worked at farming, steam saw mi 1 ls, 
machine work and teaming. I bought a 40 acre farm, Kept a 
f e 1,,,.1 c ot,,' =· , on e h or· '=· e an d a. f e 1,,,.1 =· h e e p . F-c, r· mo r· e r· e ad h i s t r· i p 
to Low s. I c an r e c a l l my fa.ther, Al 1 en El 1 >'<:.on < 157) tel 1 
of h e 1 p i n g i n t h e gr· i =· t m i 1 1 an d <:.11,1 i mm i n g i n t h e t a 1 e - r· a c e 
of the mi 1 1 . 

7. Allen Hinchman Ellyson (157) was born 27 October 
1842; died 29 August 1907; married Mary Davis 20 October 
1864, 1 a ter· di v orc e d , One chi 1 d "°''a=· born 1865 and died 
1879. He married Theodocia Beldin, _4 March 1885. She was 
born 4 March 1863 and died 1923. They had five children: 
Francis, b. 1886, d. 1890; Gayle Gertrude (276a) born 13 
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July 1890, died 6 February 1976; George A. (277a), born 6 
January 1892 died 25 February 1985; Grace B. born 27 
October· 1893, died 1897; William Wallace (278A) bor n 15 
Januar:.-,·· 1898. 

Allen H. Ellyson was born in Goshen Township, Mahoning 
County, Ohio. I can find no record of when my father, Allen 
H . E 1 1 v s on and h i =· t v-1 c, b r· c, t her· s , l, .. 1 i 1 1 i am an d ,John W a 1 1 a c e , 
came to Nebraska from Ohio in the 1860's. The only account 
is in the History of Dixon County. In that history, chapter 
11-), page 40, (,,1h i ch I have, it tel 1 =· of the di ff i cult i es the 
people had to encounter, Indian scares in 1863, drouth and 
prosperity, first school land assess at $1 .25 per acre. The 
development of Ponca and Iona, the first towns in Dixon 
County. The river town of Iona, it's development and demise 
at the foot of Volcano Hi 11. 

8. (,Jill iam l,Jallace Ell;,'<.::.on (278A), born 15 '-Ta.nua.r·;v 
1898 at Newcastle, Nebraska. Married Nada Geraldine 
Addison, 2 July 1920. She was born at Newcastle on 22 March 
1898 and died 27 February 1985. Resides at North Platte, 
Nebraska. Nada is buried in the North Platte Cemetery. 
Three daughters: Geraldine Marie (Burkeholder), born 27 
March 1921; Nadine Gayle (Carrol 1) (Orr), born 27 March 1921 
(they are twins, born at Newcastle, Nebraska); Donna Mae 
( 1.,.J a r d ) , b . 2 1 N c, ,,, em be r· 1 '? 2 5 a. t S i o u x C i t ;,' , I 01,J a . 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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ELLYSONS IN ENGLAND 

As recorded in part from the Genealogy Book of records: 

Gr·amma ti ca 1 spe 11 i ng and e rror-s of names. a.s. t h e v h av e been 
found and recorded. 

I 

' I 
I 
,: 
I 
I 
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1. Robert Ellyson - son and heyer 

6. Antony Ellyson, 6th child 
Children of Antony 

A. Antony Ellyson - son and heyer 
8. Robert Ellyson, a priest 
C. Agnes El lysson 

Children of Antony #A 
a. John El lysson 
b. Antony El lysson, a bachelor 
c. Culbert Ellyson, a merchant in Newcastle and 

alderman in 1544; mayor in 1549-1554. 

Ch i 1 dr· en of Cut be r· t ( Cu 1 be r· t) 
1. Cu tber t El 1 i son, me rc h an t in Newc a s t 1 e 

A. Cuth Ell i son , mer·chant in Nev,1castle, died 
1626 
8. Rc,ber· t Ell i son, rne rc h an t, mar·r· i ed 

Elizabeth, daughter of Cuthbert 
Gray, of Newcastle on Tyne. 

Pedigrees recorded at County Northumberland. 
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ELLYSON FAMILY GENEALOGY RECORD 

L 
l 

S t a r t i n g 1,1.1 i t h t h e t h i r d g e n e r· a t i on i n Arne r· i c a • 
1 . W i 1 1 i am E 1 1 >'son , 1 i v in g about 1 722 i n NevJ Kent County, 
Virginia. A planter. 

Bor-n Died 

10 Gedeon Ellyson 8-1-1727 1-29-1808 
New Kent Co. Planter; 
md. Margery Stanley 10-14-1752 

100 Zachariah Ellyson 10-6-1762 3-7-1837 
rnd. Mary Votaw 4-27-1789 

150 Will iarn Ellyson 
b. Goshen, Ohio 
md. Gr-ace Hinchman, 10-4-1821 

158 Allen H. Ellyson 10-27-1842 8-29-1907 
b. Go sh e n , Ohio 
md. Mary Davis, 10-20-1864 
Child: Maude 1865 

1582 

10-9-1798 12-21-186- 

1879 
rnd. Theodicia Beldin, 3-4-1885 

1863 1923 
Chi ldren:(b. Newcastle, Nebraska) 

1581 Fr·anc is 1886 1890 
Gayle 7-13-1890 2-6-1976 

15E:3 Ge or· ge 1-6-1892 2-25-1 '?85 
1584 Grace 10-27-1893 1897 
1585 l,._I i 1 1 i -:<.m 1,..1. 1-15-1898 

1585 kli 1 1 i am l,.J • El lyson 
md. Nad-:<. G. Addi s on 3-22-18'7'B 2-27-1985 
on 7-2-1920 at Newcastle, 
Nebr· a sk a 
Children: 

15851 Ger·a 1 dine 3-27-1921 
b. Newcastle, Nebr. 
md. Wolcot Burkeholder 12-28 

6-25-1944 

15852 Nadine 3-27-1921 
b. Newcastle, Nebr. 
m d • Th om as. Car· r eel 1 1 -0 6 - 1 9 2 2 

on 6-8-1943 
md. Edward Orr 2-17-1920 

on 4-17-1949 

7- - 1 '7'43 

15853 Donna 11-21-1925· 
b . S i o u x C i t >' , I ov.., a 
rnd. James L. Ward 11-24-1922 
on 9-17-1949 
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ADDISON GENEALOGY RECORD 

1. Jonathan Addison, born? died? 
Dov er , De 1 avJar· e 
md. Agnes Pettijohn, born? died? 
Far-rner·; Engl i sh Methodi st 

l 
l 
I 
I_ 

I_ 

10. Jacob Addison, born 8-16-1809; died 3-11-1841 
Zanesville, Ohio 

md. Andalusa Thompson, on 12-24-1834 
she was born 3-24-1814 and died 8-23-1869 
she married second to John Elmore, 2-11-1844 

Children of Jacob and Andalusa Addison: 
1 0 1 . ,J on a t h on , b . 1 - 2 2- 1 8 3 6 ; d . 2 - 1 3- 1 9 1 6-, 
102. Mary, b. 8-31-1837; d. ? 
103. Lucinda, b. 8-1-1829; d. ? 
104. Ra.chel, b. 4-2-1841; d. 10-29-1841 

I. 

[ 

l 

101. Jonathon Addison; Zanesville, Ohio; Congregational 
md. Mary Dean on 8-21-1859 
she was born 10-7-1840 and died 6-20-1909 
moved to Newcastle, Nebraska 

The i r ch i 1 dr· en : 
1011. Sar a. E. , b. 5-19-1860; d. ? . 
1012. Andalus.a, b. 6-20-1861; d. 4-14-1891 
1013. Lilly <Ellen), b. 9-17-1862; d. 10-21-2? 
1 0 1 4 . l,J i 1 1 i am , b . 1 1 - 2 7- 1 8 6 ;::: ; d . 1 - 0 1 - 1 8 6 4 
101 5. George 8. , b. 1 2-10-1864; d. 12-03-1918 
1016. ,John D., b. 10-18-1866; d.? 
1017. Jacob D., b. 5-30-1869; d.? 
1 0 1 8. 0 t t i =· D. , b. 1 0 -1 9-1 871 ; d. ? 
1 0 1 9 . c: a r 1 ,J • , b . 1 - 2 2- 1 8 8 3 ; d . ·? 

1015 George Baltzer Addison; b. Osceola, Iowa 
farmer; real estate 
md. 01 i ve Ade 1 i a ,Jchns.on on 4-7-185'2 
she was born 10-21-1871 and died 10-20-1948 

Children, born in Newcastle, Nebraska 
10151. Dean J., b. 5-26-1894; d. 7-?-1983 
10152. Marie, b. 12-13-1895; d. 2-26-1984 
10153. Nada, b. 3-22 1898; d. 2-27-1986 

md.Wi11 iam Wallace Ellyscn on 7-2-1920 
at Newcastle, Nebraska 

10151. Dean Addi son 
married Francis Smith, b. 1-11-1897; d. 5-30-1979 
Children, born at Newcastle, Nebraska 

1 0 1 5 1 1 . G e o r· g e De a n , b . 1 $" 1 c: 
101512. Kenneth, b. 1921 

10152. Mc1.r·ie Addi<.:.on md. ,Jes.·=· Rc1.hn, b. 10-8-188B; d. 1968 
Chi 1 dr· en: 

101521 Nor·ma (Rahn), b. 5-10-1'7'21 
md. Robert Braddy 9-26-1943 
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10153. Nada Addison, b. 3-22-1898 d. 2-27-1985 
md, W.W. Ellyson 7-2-1920 
he was b. 1-15-1898 
Children: 

101531 Geraldine, b. 3-27-1921 Newcastle, Nebraska 
md. Wolcott Burkeholder 6-25-1944 

101532 Nadine, b. 3-27-1921 Newcastle, Nebraska 
md. Thomas Carroll 6-8-1943 
md. Edward Orr, 4-17-1949 

101533 Donna, b. 11-21-1925 Sioux City, Iowa 
md. James L. Ward 9-17-1949 
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THE BELDIN FAMILY 

I 
I 
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The fol lowing is the obituary, taken in part from 
letters received from relatives in Iowa, of my Mother/s 
par·en t s. 

Dr. G.W. Beldin, age 70 years, 10 months and 5 days, 
died at the residence of his s.on-r.i n +l ew , A.H.El l v s on , near 
Iona, Dixon County, Nebraska, April 26, 1890. For the last 
four year·s he has 1 i ved among his chi 1 dr·en near Iona, Neb. 

About five months. ago he was. taken si cK wh i 1 e 1 iv i ng 
with his son, Ben Beldin. Mrs. Beldin was visiting in Iowa 
and that is why he was taken to his daughter, Mrs. A.H. 
El lyson's home, where he remained unti 1 his death, which was 
about three months. Six years ago he bought a good farm, 
120 acres of which is now owned by his son, Ben. The 
remaining 40 acres he gave to his daughter, Theodosia. He 
always had great affection for the place and at his request 
was buried in a beautiful grave a few rods from the house 
and garden which he had made beautiful with his hands. 

Mary Louise (Hodgkins) Beldin, passed away on 17 August 
1903 after a period of intense suffering. She was born in 
the state of Nev .. • Yc,r·K, 30 Apr· i 1 lE:28. She rnov e d v-•i th her· 
parents. in her· early childhood to Illinc,is. Here w a s her· 
home unti 1 she married to Doctor G.W. Beldin in 1850. They 
then moved to the new country of Iowa and settled at Mount 
Vernon where the Doctor entered the practice of medicine. 
She went with her family later to Nebraska. She returned to 
Iowa 21 Jan. 1903 to make her home with her daughter, Mrs. 
Alva Caffee. To the dec~ased was born seven children, four 
girls and three boys. 

The above was received March 2, 1960 by my sister, 
Ga>' 1 e , f r om o u r· c o u s i n , Mr s . 0 1 i v e Ca f f e e 8 e e r· s , 8 0 9 M Av e . , 
N.W. Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

I can remember the white picket fence around 
grandfather Beldin/s grave in the grove at Uncle Ben and 
Aunt Aurie's place. 

Aunt Aurie and Uncle Ben were so good to we three and 
loved to visit and play and hunt with my cousins, Fred, 
Jessy, Emma, Harley and Addie, 
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3,000 MILES IN A ROW BOAT 
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This is the d i arv of a. bo at trip ta.Ken in 1882 down the 
M i s sou r- i F: i ,,., e r· , f r om a p o i n t i n Mon t an 2<. to o 1 d I c, n a i n D i x c, n 
County, Nebraska. 

In the month of August, Messrs. A.H. Ellyson, father of 
W.W. Ellyson and J.W. Ellyson, of Dixon County and Mr. 
Briggs of New Brunswick, started from near Butte, Montana, 
in a skiff and came down the Big Hole and Jefferson rivers 
to the Missouri and thence to Dixon County, a distance of 
3,000 mi Jes. The voyage wi 11 be interesting. 

August 1 9, 1882, \,._,e 1 e ft the 1 umber· mi 1 1 of Th ornp son 
and Sinclair, which is about 14 miles southwest of Butte, 
Montana and on the left side of Deer Lodge Pass and about 
mile \.,,e':.t of the d i v i de c,f the continent. At this place 1.1,1e 
had ma.de our· boat, Elida., and got a.11 our· equipment 
collected. Our party consisted of Mr. Briggs, A.H. Ellyson 
and rro- se l f", .J.l,,I, E'l l o-son . Al:.o- Fann v , a 1 ittle r·at ter·r·ier·, 
a present from our boss, whose duty was to be watch dog and 
Keep off gr· i z z 1 :;'S, rnou n t et. i n 1 i on s., etc . 

[,._I e t o ok a. f et. r· e v,, e 1 1 g r· i p 1.,,1 i t h a. 1 1 o u r· f r i e n d s. a. n d a 1 .;.. '=· t 
look at the old engine that had given me employment for 
twenty-two months. With our boat on a wagon behind two 
poines, we started and got to the pass without trouble. 
Here we found some difficulty crossing the ditch which 
crosses the divide there, thus cheating the Missouri river 
and adding so much to the Columbia. The ditch is taken from 
Divide Creek, which is a branch of the Big Hole, and by 
winding along the foot of the mountain, finds its way over 
the summit where it is used for mining purposes. We safely 
crossed the pass and began the descent down the divide creek 
v a l I e v. 

The Utah and Northern rai !road comes u~ this creek to 
the pass. There are several ranches in this valley, and we 
saw green oats growing in one place, but they were very poor 
in spite of the good stream of water used to irrigate them. 
We arrived in the Big Hole canyon about noon, pitched our 
tent and spent the afternoon in fixing our boat and packing 
our luggage, of which we had about 800 pounds. We were 
about six mi Jes north of Glendale. The sight of the rapids 
in the c an von made us. feel doub t f u l a<;:. t o our· abi 1 i b' to 
navigate them with safety, but we had gone too far to give 
up ""' i th ou t a tr· i a 1 . 

I walked down stream about a mi le to see the prospect 
and it got wor se and worse , s o I retr·aced m>' s t e p s , feeling 
much discouraged. The roar of the water as it dashed from 
boulder to boulder was 1 ike a w a t e r- fal 1 and it r·esembled a 
w h i t e c au 1 d r· on , a be t t e r· p 1 a. c e f or· t r o u t t h a. n a boa t. 
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Sunday, August 20, we made a hasty breakfast on some 
trout we had caught the evening before. Briggs and Al 
started on foot, leaving me to handle the boat alone. I 
made the run for about a mile and half by good luck and when 
the>' came up they got in and ~,1e 1.A1ent it blind except wher·e 
the roar of the waters sounded too bad, when we would stop 
and go ahead and prospect. Boat riding was a novelty to 
Fanny who showed signs of sea sickness. About 10:00 a.m. we 
got out of the canyon and passed Helrose, a station on the 
Utah and Northern railroad. The valley here is covered with 
a dense growth of sage brush and on windy days the alkali 
du s t i =· t er· r i f i c • A f e1.1-1 pot a t oe s 1, . ._1e r· e a 1 1 the s i gn =· we sai.,,1 
of agr·icul tur·e. A fev,1 trees of' bitter c o t t onwo o d gre1 .... .1 a.long 
the river, but grew better as we descended unti 1 all view of 
the valley was shut out. There is much stock raised here 
an d rnak e s 1 i •,i i ng off of the :,a.ge bru s.h 1.AJeeds and vJha.t 1 it t 1 e 
gr· a ·s s. th er· e i s . IAI e camped n e a r· D i 1 1 on , an o the r· sm a. 1 1 
st a t i on , but it v.Ja:. not nea.r· enough to the r·iver· to s.ee it. 

August 21, we found tracks of deer and bear but did not 
stop to hunt. We came near being wrecked on a log that had 
fallen across the river at the foot of a strong rapids, 
where we could not stop. We were badly racked and had some 
woodwork broken ibout the boat but nothing we could not 
rep a. i r·. (.._le p a s se d Twin E:r· i dge =·, a. srr.a l 1 t own a bou t tv,ic, 
miles above the head of the Jefferson River, where we camped 
for the night. There the Beaver Head and the Ruby or 
Stinking Water rivers Join the Big Hole and form the 
Jefferson. We now thought our worst troubles were over, as 
we had plenty of water. 

August 22. The valley of the Jefferson here is about 
two miles wide and there are several fine ranches, but a 
lar·ge p art is. >'et occupied. It i:. d i f f i c u l f getting water· 
to irrigate and nothing can be done without it. We passed a 
:-ITt-:<. 1 1 t own c ·='- 1 1 e d Ir· on Rod 1 en d th r· e e mi 1 e =· fur· the r· on t.,1e 
st opp e d at Si 1 v e r- St a.r· , '°'· br i s k 1· i t t 1 e mi n i n g t own • l,Je 
1 o o k e d t h r· o u g h a. q u a r· t z m i 1 l , 4 0 s. t amp =· , e •_i i ·den t 1 ;,' do i n g 
b u s. i n e s ·s • l,J e (,.1 e r· e i n =· i g h t o f t h e " O 1 d M .a n o f t h e 
Mountain." Th i s is;. an i mrne n s.e v roc k on the s.urnm i t of the 
Jefferson Mountains, which presents the exact appearance of 
a man's head and face. The features were perfect, 
al thoughsome 20 miles away. The face of the "Old Man of the 
Mountain", was about a mi le long, probably on account of our 
1 e a. ~., i n g t h e c o u n t r· ;,, . l,J e I.Ale r· e s. t i 1 l i n s i g h t of t h e s n Ol1J on 
the top of the high mountains. We had great troubles among 
the islands, where the river had been dammed by beavers and 
di 'J i de d i n t c, :-mc<. l 1 ch an n e 1 s , u n t i 1 a. t t i rne s we had sc a.r· c e 1 >' 
water enough to float us. It was some five miles before we 
f o u n d a 1 1 t h e r· i v e r· a g a. i n . I f e a. r· t h e be a. v e r· s i.,,, e r e n c, t t h e 
only ones that dammed the river. 

The Jefferson canyon had been a source of fear to us as 
here it was that an outfit of boats from Twin Bridges was 
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wrecked in an early date of the settlement of Montana. We 
came in sight of the gap in the mountains and camped. 

August 23. We started with some fear about the canyon, 
which was not lessened as we approached the narrow gap we 
had to go through. A fine ranch was at the mouth of the 
c an >'on , l-'' h i c h 1 o o K e d t h e mos t f arm- 1 i K e of an y we h ad s e e n . 
Things were not so bad as we had expected, the current was 
swift but free of obstructions. Here we found our first 
choke cherrys. After passing the canyon we came out upon a 
f i n e ~i a. 1 1 e y v e r· :.,-· v,1 e 1 1 s. e t t 1 e d . l,.,1 e c amp e d a t 8 i r· d s e 1 1 , a 
srn a 1 1 t own near· the mouth of the ,Jeff er· s on . Ga 1 at in Ci t ;,', 
was some three miles away. 

I 
I 
I 
I 

August 24. After getting some points from a fellow in 
regard to river, we pulled out and soon came to where the 
t h r· e e r· i ~-• e r· ·=· ..i o i n an d f or· m t h e M i s. s. o u r· i . Th e ,J e f f e r· s. on v-1 a'=· 
slgihtly the largest. We were now floating on the head 
waters of the Missouri. On each side the country was 
mountainous, and with scarcely any valley along the river. 
We stopped to examine a spring that emptied into the river 
but v,1e r· e su r pr· i se d to f i n d a. di t ch VJ i th f u 1 1 >·· s. i x feet of 
water, which was taken off we knew not where. Fully as much 
more water escaped into the river. Such a spring in 
Nebraska would be worth thousands. Men were grading the 
Northern Pacific Railroad along the right bank of the river, 
and fearfully hard work it must have been as most was in 
sol id r·ocK. 

I 
I 
I 

August 25. We tried to find out something about the 
distance but got such contradictiory answers we gave it up, 
so we had no idea of the speed .we were making and could give 
no account of the distance from one place to another. We 
passed Centerville, a town of some 800 inhabitance. Further 
on we passed Bedford, but both were some distance from the 
river and we did not stop. We stopped at the ferry of J.C. 
Byron, who entertained us for a while and gave us some 
papers. We were now some forty miles from H~lena by road. 

I 
I 
I 
I 

August 26. We had a strong wind but we were in no 
hurry, would stop and fish for trout by way of diversion. 
We pased Hel 1 Gate Canyon ferry, which is only 12 miles from 
Helena, and entered the gates of the mountains. Here the 
great scenery of which the Helena papers make such a blow 
about and l"'e came to the cone l u si on t h e v had not 1 i ed. 
Having been in the mountains for two years, we were well 
used to mountain scenery but it kept us agapse with wonder. 
The walls of the gate were fully 2,000 feet almost 
perpendicular, yet it had such variety of pictures to 
present of shelves and caves, that we were wild with wonder. 
The papers said a large cave had lately been discovered. We 
saw so many openings we thought it no use to try to find the 
r· i gh t one . 

I 
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Sunda>', Augus.t 27. The p ap er-s had s p ok e n of a p e c u 1 i ar· 
sound to be heard somewhere here and we Kept our ears open 
and at 1 a st vJe hear·d it. It sou n ds 1 i ~'.e the d l sc h ar qe of 
arti 1 lery some five miles off .. We ran ashore and went back 
to satisfy ourselves and could hear it plain and distinct. 
As many scientific men had sought the cause in vain, we 
thought it l, .. 1or·th our- v,1h i 1 e to t r» to i nv e st i gate. All 1,,,1e 
know about it is that we could hear that sound at intervals 
of about three minutes, and it could be heard no where else. 
We saw the remains of a plank flume that had run along the 
face of the walls some 300 feet above the water. It must 
have been 12 miles long. The mystery is: How did they get 
the lumber up there? 

I cannot de sc r- i be the 1,,.1i 1 d be au t » of the Gates. of the 
Mountains. One must see it to appreciate it, and Helena 
maywel 1 bost about it. 

We passed Confederate Bar and Eldorado Bar, old placer 
works, where thousands of men must have been employed, but 
they were played out from the looks. It rained in the 
af ter·noon, so ~,Je pu 11 ed in about 3 c,,. c 1 ock. It r·a i ned 
during the night, but as we had a good tent it did not worry 
us. The sign of game was very plenty, such as bear tracks, 
deer and sheep. We saw a bear track that measured 8 by 12 
i n c h es. 

Au gu s. t 2::::. ST i 1 1 in the mount a. i n s.. Some of the 
loftiest peaks yet seen were passed today, but they lacked 
the attractiveness of those on our route yesterday. We were 
greatly puzzled on one occasion to tel 1 Just where we were 
a. s. 1,,1 e 1,.J e r· e =· u r· r· c, u n de d b ;,' a s. o 1 i d gr· a. n i t e 1.1 • .1 a. 1 1 t o a 1 1 
appearance, and not until we were within twenty rods of the 
end of it did we see the opening for us, a sharp bend to the 
left. We stopped to fish in a fine clear strem which we 
thought '"1a.: the Big Fr Lc kl v F'e,E,.r·. Al El l v s on got al 1 
e x c i ted b;,' the sight of en extra. 1 ar·ge t rou t 1,,1h i ch he 1 anded 
in a. cot t onv . roo d tr·ee, fu 1 1 1 en,;ith o f 1 i ne and p o l e. Much 
+u ss e n s.u e d and big v . rords, en d the 1 ine broke , Clubs. and 
r· o c k =· f a i 1 e d t o b r· i n g d c,1.,,1 n t h e i,J i g g 1 i n g f i =· h an d A 1 h ad t o 
cl irnb a.bout 30 feet to get it. It as the +i r-s t tree I e v e r 
saw bear such fruit. 

August 29. This was a tedious day, as we were in the 
long pool where the river spreads out into a lake and was 
~-J i t h o u t an >' p e r· c e p i t ab 1 e c u r· r· e n t an d 1,,1 e h ad t o de p e n d on t h e, 
oars for our progress. We worked hour shifts and made some 
progress. We passed the town of Chestnut and a small 
vi 1 lage cal led Utica. We also passed St. Peters Mission, 
l•.1 h i c h v,1 a=· n o t i n v i e w f r· om t h e r i v e r· . 1,,,1 e c am e i n s i g h t of 
Square Butte which was some 40 miles to the west. It looked 
as if a section of land had raised some 300 feet 
perpendicularly and the top appeared as level as the 
surrounding plains. 
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Au gu =· t 30 • St i 1 1 i n the 1 on g p o o 1 • I got s i ck and 
told my friends to row me ashore where I could die under the 
shade of a tree. On getting ashore we saw two antelope and 
my sickness vanished and I tooK my gun with Briggs, went 
after· them. 

We emptied our belts of cartridges but did not harm the 
antelopes. We were deceived by the level plain and were 
shooting about double as far as we thought. We made the 
mouth of Sun River, quite a large swift sream. We landed at 
a lumber yard on the west bank where lumber is rafted from 
above and hauled from here to Benson. 

August 31. We got an old man to haul our outfit around 
the falls, a distance of 8 miles, for which he charged 
$12.00. We let Al go with the outfit and Briggs and I went 
on foot to see the falls. The falls are 3 in number. The 
first two, Rainbow and Horse Shoe, are forty each. The big 
falls are 94 feet and as they were the first falls of any 
note we ever saw they were a great curiosity to us. It was 
a rough road to get down to the river, but there was such a 
fine chance to ~, i et,,1 the +a l I '=·· Rock>' point extended h a l f 
a c ro s s the r i v e r .i u st bel ow the +a l l a., l•Je 1 i ngered a. 1 ong 
time and hated to leave such a grand sight, but remembering 
we had a walk of eight or ten miles before us we started 
across the high dry plains. These plains are about as 
barren and descolate looking as one can imagine. That there 
h ad be e n ct. n i m ·='· 1 l i f e h e r· e t"' ct.'=· e , . ., i de n t f r· om t h e ma. n >·· de ad 
c arc a ss.e s of c a t t l e scattered aroun d , but the only 1 i v i n c 
things we saw were rattle-snakes, and about the only plant 
vJa.s cactus. A-=- I t•.tc,r·e c env a s shoes, I ma.de. 1 ong s t e p s an d 
suffered great pain from the sharp needles and cactus. We 
arrived at Portage Cooly at last where we found Al and the 
boa. t. 

September 1. This was the best place for fishing I 
e v e r '="=''··'-' • l.-..le ca.ugh t all t"'e could u se in one da.;>- in fifteen 
m i nu t e s. . The :,·· t""=' r· e c ·='· l l e d :; k i p ,.J ac k '=· , we i g h ·i n g fr· om one t c, 
two pounds. The bluffs are high and rocky from here to near 
Bent on . A f i n e qua. l i t :,' of s t on e ab ou n d s, A good bus. i n e ss 
is done here by cutting stone and boating it down. We went 
slowly drifting with the current and camped Just above 
Benton. 

We were interviewed by a man who took us for wood 
thieves, as he had a lot near our camp. We convinced him we 
were not in the wood business and he left us. But he 
p rob c1. bl ·/ k e p t a good v,1.3_ t ch on u s. a. 1 1 th e s arne • 

September 2. We arrived at Benton early and as we had 
some '=· u p p 1 i e '=· t o p u r· c h a'=· e , I 1 e t t h e o t h e r· t "'' o go u p t OlAJ n 
"'' h i 1 e I s a t i n t h e b o c1. t t c, VJ a t c h . 8 e n t on i s t o o vJ e 1 1 k n own 
to eed any description, but the surrounding country I would 
1 i Ke to de sc r- i be, if I cou 1 d, a.s. I s&.'·"' it, so dr v and b arr e n 
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t h a t it 1 ooKed i mp o s si bl e for s n i rn al 1 i fe to ex i s t there, 
yet they told us a field of grain had been raised there 
i,, i t h o u t i r· r· i g a. t i on . 1,,.1 e v-.1 e r e t o 1 d h e r e t h c1. t t h e d i s t a. n c e b Y 
river to SiouxCi ty was 2,210 miles and we estimated we had 
come at least 1,000 already. This would make our trip over 
2,000 miles, our first estimate. We passed on some 20 miles 
below Benton and camped near the mouth of the Marion river. 
Fi sh i ng is. far· better· here t h an above the fal 1 s .. 

September3. There was no change in the barren desolate 
look of the country until we came to Kipp's Rapids, or the 
c o al banks. Here v.ii? first n o t i c e d the s an d stone for·ma.tion 
beginning to assume fantastic shapes and Citadel Rock was 
quite a curiosity, but we did not go ashore unti 1 we got to 
Steamboat Rock, here there was too much to pass, so we 
stopped and spent the rest of the day examining things. 
There was a regular globe or bel 1 of granite as round as if 
turned and by measurement six feet in diameter and seven 
feet high. There were many mushroom shaped rocks standing 
a.lone or in pairs. Al 1 were worn by the action of the 
weather and the top or cover being harder material than the 
c o 1 um n , i t t.,.1 or· e mu c h s. 1 ow e r· , h e n c e t h e p e c u 1 i a r· sh a p e . 

I 
I 
I 
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Steamboat Rock is so cal led, I suppose, from the 
resembalnce to a boat. Its bow is buried deep in the bluff 
and only its side is exposed to view. 

:3eptember 4. l,,le 1 inger·ed long near Kipp'··=- Landing an d 
Steamboat Rock, looking at the strange shapes and the sand 
s t on e b l u f f s. . Some p 1 a c e s 1 o o ~'. e d 1 i K e an c i e n t r u i n s or 1 c, n g 
deserted cities. We noticed a wal 1 of hard granite laid up 
as true and regular as if done by human hands. In some 
places it was twenty feet high and we could trace it for 
miles. We stopped to interview a colony of beavers that had 
bui 1 ta fine house and they were at home. We shot two of 
them. 

We camped for the night at Cromik Landing, opposite 
For·t Cla,;;iget or· ,Judi th City. The ,Judi th rI v e r- empties. into 
the Missouri here. The country looks much better and stock 
might maYe a 1 iv i ng here b>' being i n du s t r- i ou s .• 

September· 5. 1.,.le s.1 e pt 1 c1. s. t n i gh t i n the tent of Mr· . 
Benton. We were Joined by a young man who wanted to go down 
unti 1 he could t ake 2<. st e arn b o a t , We s t op p e d for· dinner· and 
while it was being prepared, Mr. Briggs and I went hunting. 
We tramped for several miles but got no game. There might 
have been game here some time but if there was any now it 
would have to bring its fodder with it. The steamer Rosebud 
passed us trying to get up to Claggi t. We left her hard 
bound on Dauphan Rapids since she could not pass but came 
down to Cow Island to unload. We camped above Cow Island. 
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September 6. We tried hard to ki 11 some game today but 
were very unlucky, Started several deer but the brush was 
took thick. to shoot. Cottonwood lumber is getting plenty 
c1. g a i n on t h e b o t t oms bu t t h e h i 1 1 s s t i 1 1 1 o o K bar r e n • 

Sept ernbe r ? • tde had h\10 f i n e cat f i '=·h on our 1 i n es th i s. 
morning. We passed Rocky Point which is quite a place, 
Judging by the collection of log houses and the number of 
hunters that were lounging around. 

I 
I 
I 

A f e \.oJ m i 1 e s be 1 ovJ VH? p -c<. s ·=· e d Carr· o 1 , s n o the r· t r ·='- d i n g 
post for buffalo hunters. We saw fresh buffalo tracks for 
t h e -f i r s t t i me . 1,.,.J e go t i n c orn p an>' v.J i th t h r· e e boys t11:, 1J n d for 
Bismark. Camped at a deserted telegraph station for the 
night. 

September 8. There had been a company o-f soldiers at 
the place where we camped a short time before. In front of 
the house, as if on guard, was a suit o-f old clothes propped 
up, with the scull of an Indian for a head. Just back of 
the station was a prairie dog town, miles in extent. It was 
interesting watching them but they were wild and shy, We 
reached the Musselshel 1, a post at the mouth of the 
Mu':-::e 1:-he11 . Her·e v,1e s.3.\•J 'dr·ea t pi 1 e·; of dried meat and 
several cords of buffalo hides. The trader was doing a big 
business. He gave us a big chunk of fresh meat from a 
buffalo Just ki 1 led. Fresh buffalo signs were abundant. We 
camped some mi Jes below and two of us and one of the other 
men went hunting. We trailed two buffalo several miles but 
did not find them. The country was covered with a very 
short grass but dry and hard. A wood yard man came to our 
camp and gave us the particulars of an Indian fight that 
took places there two weeks before. Some twenty Cree 
Indians had crossed the river and stolen some horses from 
the Crows and succeeded in recrossing the river in safety 
v,1 he n s orne bu f f a 1 o h u n t e r· s s e t on them , k i 1 1 e d th r· e e or f our 
and r e t o ok al 1 the horses. The on l v white man hurt v..1.:1.s .3. 

fellow going down the river on a raft who happened along 
J u s t in time t o get b a d l y 1,o,1ounded. 

September 9. We had six catfish this morning and we 
s h ar ed 'Ali th our· friends in the other· b oa t , Soon after· 
starting Al got a shot at a deer and killed it, being the 
first one on our Journey. Fanny gained credit by her blood 
th i r s t » manner of throt t 1 i ng thedeer t, .. 1h i ch v .. iou 1 d toss her 
about easily in the death struggles. We were now so well 
supplied ,.,,,j th meat that ,.,,1e did not hunt for a v.ih i 1 e. 

We camped early on account of a hard wind and I went 
out and examined another prairie dog vi 1 lage. Another boat 
overtook us here, containing two men. This made quite a 
fleet of boats as we Kept together. 
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September 10. The boats now were Known by the names 
E 1 i d a. , f; .:;1. u c >' An n an d S i o u :>( C i b' • kl e l e f t c amp t o g e t h e r bu t 
the Sioux City tooK the lead and it soon hove too and ran 
shore and while wondering as to the cause, we saw a large 
old bull buffalo on the other bank. They had no gun and 
were waiting on us. The buffalo ran up the bank and we went 
e sh ore and opened on him. After· fir·ing s.e v e ra l t i rne s 
wi thout hitting him, I saw he was getting away so I got down 
on one knee and t o ok car·eful aim an d stopped him, and one 
mor e sh o t r ol led him ov e r-, It v,1a.:- 300 to 350 yards 
distance. We did not molest him as he was too old to eat 
and his hide was no good. The steame~, Big Horn passed us 
going up and the Rosebund going down. But she had bad luck 
as we soon repassed her hard aground and she was again in 
sight when we camped. 

September 11, We passed the wreck of the Red Cloud and 
stopped and went abroad. The Insurance Company was in 
charge securing her cargo. Three miles further on we came 
to Nor-r Is, , a mere tr·ad i ng p o st , l,Je l1,1 i shed t o bu v su p p l i e:­ 
bu t had to wait a long time as the place was over run with 
half-breeds from Judi th Basin, who were trading. We had an 
i n t e rv i ev .. 1 v,1i th an o l d Fr·enchman VJho 1) .. 1a.:- l i v i n q Gips.;-.' 
fashion. He had a la.rge +am i l v w i th him, s e v e r el two 
wheeled vehicles, oxen and mules. He had Just crossed the 
river on rafts, swimming his stock. 

September 12. This was a monotonous day, no scenery to 
speaK of. We made good time and must have run 75 to 100 
miles, We camped early to wait for the other boats that we 
had OU t r· u n. d 

September· 
l,,1as. v e r» r·ough. 
m.:i.de 

13. We had an awful 
The Sioux City was 

windy day and the river 
using a sail but she 

sh ore in b ad sh ap e . 

September 14. We went on and made Wolf Point about 
3:00 o'clock. We went up to the post to inqwire for our 
friend, A.W. Rose, who was to meet us here. He had left a 
few hours before and would not return for six days. We 
concluded to wait for him, so we moved into and took 
possession of Rose's home. 

II 

' I 
II 
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September 15. This is a part of the Poplar River 
Agency. The Assineboins Indians being here. Most of them 
were out on a hunt, only about fifty lodges being here now. 

September 16. We soon found Mr. Jones, Frank Porter 
and George Stevens, who made us feel at home. Mrs. Stevens 
was kind enough to keep us well supplied with good bread for 
vJh i ch we v,.iere thanKfu 1 , h av i ng been 1 iv i ng on crackers. and 
p an c ake s a.11 the trip. 

September 17, We put in our six days talking with the 
men, l o ok i n c at the Indians an d making e x c ur-s i on s out in the 
country, We visited the Indian grave yard which extended 
ov e r- all the adjacent bluff and a-=- they buried about ten 
feet in the air· i n st e a d of in the gr·ound, l, . .1e did not go v e rv 
c 1 o s e , 

t;ep tember· 1 f:. 
we three went over 
chickens and a pail 

On Sunday, Mr. Stevens, the trader and 
the river to a lake. We got some 
of be~ries for Mrs. Stevens. 

September 19. Mr. Rose came in and we were right glad 
to s.e e h i m. 

September 20. Mr. Rose wasy busy gettin ready to go 
down with us and said he would be ready by the next morning. 

Se p t em be r· 2 1 • l,J e g c, t s. t a r· t e d a t 1 as t , t h e v,1 i n d b l ov .. 1 i n g 
a gale from the northwest. While cr6ssing Spread Eagle Bar, 
we shot a goose and nineteen ducks. As we had Rose along we 
had to use al 1 our energies to get meat. We passed Wickwel l 
Bar, made a short stop for dinner where we devoured a duck 
apiece, and soon came in sight of Poplar River Agency, But 
v,1 e h a d m c1. n }' m i 1 e =· t c, t r· ct. 1,i e 1 ct. f t e r· ,;i e t t i n g i n s. i g h t c1. n d i t 
was night when we pulled into the mouoth of Poplar river and 
camped on the right bank. Rose went up to see Major Porter 
-c<.n d di d n c, t return u n t i l mor· n i n g. 

:3ept12mber· 22. Colonel 8a.t12s. an d Doc, l•Jeedbr·idgi? 
brought Rose down to the river. We mad12 a good run but got 
no game. We camped near the mouth of Little Muddy. Rose 
and I went hunting. Rose got a half dozen shots and 
reported he must have ki 1 led a di?er. 

September 23. We went out to get Rose's dead deer but 
found nothing. Near night we fixed our spear and Al speared 
to spoon bi 11 catfish. They were awkward looking fish, One 
measured five feet long and its spoon was sixteen inches 
long. What a spoon t6 eat mush and milk. We saw three deer 
and v,1e took aim at them and s.tr·a.nge t o tel 1, Ros.e hit his 
and by shooting it full of holes it died. We camped that 
night on the bar. 
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September 24. We saw some squaws navigating the river 
in a queer kind of craft. It was made out of buffalo hide 
and 1,•,1c1.s. s.h ap e d 1 i Ke a hugt? Kett I e. Th e v ca 11 them bu 11 
boats. I don r t think a wh i t e rnan c ou l d g€'t into one, let 
alone row one. One couple was trying to get a span of 
ponies across th€' river. The squaw rowed, and the man held 
the poni€'s and the ponies went ahead and pulled the boat. 
Al 1 1.,,1ent 1,-1el I unti 1 the ponies concluded to go back. Then a. 
p u 1 1 i n 9 match began . l,-le di d not st op to :-e e h ovJ i t came 
out. Between Union and Bedford the Yellowstone river comes 
in. It \AJa:. ful J::,..- a:. big and rnu ddv a:- the Mi:-s-our·i. !,-le did 
not stop at Bedford and k n ov . .1 1 i tie ab ou t it a.s. vJe sav,1 but 
1 i ttle from the river. 

September 25. Rose shot 
waslooKing at us as we passed 
fet?t away. The deer here art? 
the t ra c k s but as 1,Je h av e a 11 
stop to hunt. The country has 
gr· c,1,J th of gr· a. s s . 

another deer today that 
along. It was fuily sixteen 
as thick as sheep, judging bv 
the meat we want we do not 
a fine appearance and good 

September 26. Nothing of interest today, the banks 
very high, the bottom land al 1 covered with wi 1 low brush. 

September 27. It rained in the night so we got a late 
sta.rt. A b ad h e sd 1 .. ,.1ind a.gainst us. a.11 d av , It began r·a.ining 
in the afternoon and of course no place to camp for miles. 

l,-le 1 .. ,1e re comp e 1 1 e d to p u I 1 i n a.~1 d c 1 i mb a. bank about ten feet 
p e r· p e n d i c u 1 "'· r· 1 ::,' a. n d i t w a=· a b i g j ob t o h o i s. t "'· 1 1 c, u r· 
lug,;i.~.ge up. It r·ained rno st a.11 night. 

September 28. A very disagreeable day, wet and cold. 
The country is very rough and barren. We passed the mouth 
of Knife river. It rained so we had to stop soon, We are 
now on the reservation of the Rees and Grosventres. The 
agency is at Berthold. 

September 29. It was fearfully cold and disagreeable 
and we al 1 want to row. It cleared off and ~ot warm enough 
t c, k e e p o u r· t e e t h f r· om c h a. t t e r· i n 9 • l.d e ~: i I 1 e d t 1;,1 o g e e =· e 
today. We also got a fine lot of grapes. We camped about 
10 miles above Berthold. 

September 30. The weather was bad when we left camp 
and before we got to Berthold it was snowing and blowing 
furiously. We would have camped but there was no wood near 
the po= t , l.,1 e go t =· om e sup p 1 i e s. . I had to w a t ch t he boa t a= 
usu a l. Se•,,er·al Lrt d i e.n s c arne begging for· meat and wanted t o 
trade potatoes for meat or a pony for one of our rifles. 
But we were not out to trade. We went some five miles in 
the storm and camped in a wi 1 low thicket where we found 
p 1 en t ;>' of wo o d , 
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October 1. We had some doubts about leaving camp as it 
was very windy and rainy, finally got away about 8:30 a.m. 
Run about two mi Jes against a strong head wind and pulled 
into camp on the south bank of the river, about half way 
between Forts Berthold and Stephenson. Country very high 
and bluffy on south side of river and a fin~ l~vel prairie 
on the north. Our camping ground is in a very nice piece of 
timber, grapes in abundance and plenty of deer. Failed to 
k i l 1 s n » but sai.,,1 p 1 en t y, 

October 2, Pulled out late, as the weather was 
threatening and a strong head wind. Passed Fort Stephenson 
about 9 a,m. and as the river runs northerly course here 
across the bottom we were soon under the bluffs on the north 
side. Here we encountered a ve~y strong smell of burning 
coal and Judged the coal banks of which there were plenty 
cr·opp i ng up on bo t h s i de s of the r· i v e r: in 1,1 i e•JJ, Fr·om t1,<.10 to 
six feet in thickness, were on fire not far away, About 
noon •.A.I e '=· a1.,.,1 the '=· i g n '=· of c i 1.,.0 i 1 i z a t i on , '=· i n c e 1 ea v i n g For· t 
Buford. Quite a colony of settlers have come in here this 
'=· u mm e r· an d a r· e ma k i n g h om e '=· f or t h errrs e 1 v e s. on a. f i n e r o l 1 i n g 
pr-air i e as bor·der·s on the Mi ssour· i , with c o a l in abundance 
and some timber. Here Rose killed a goose. Geese are very 
plentiful but we do not hunt them. This afternoon we pass 
through some beautiful country on both sides of the river 
an d at night camp in a. sett 1 e rs gr·o~ie ,on the nor· th b s n k , 
Here we see plum bushes, the first we have seen on the trip. 

October· 3. Th i s mor·n i ng ab ou t da./ 1 i gh t v . .1e we re 
threa.tened to a heavy thunder storm but later it cleared off 
and •A•e re ac h e d our Journey a.tour· u su a l hc,ur. Passed 
through a nice country with occasiona.l ly a small settlement. 
Made a fair days run and camped on the south bank a short 
distance above Painted Woods. 

October· 4. A har·d 1,,,1 ind a.-:. usu a 1 , but are t.Jer-y tha.nkfu 1 
that it is clear. I did not get my beaver last night as I 
expected to, and hence feel rather down spirited as our 
supply of meat is running low. Rose having killed but two 
geese yesterday. Poor Fanny, the dog, begins to appreciate 
the situation and keeps in the back ground as much as 
possible, but as we are nearing Bisrna.rk, her chances for 
1 if e a.r· e good for a few d s v s ;,,··et . 

Here we see more effects from the high water of two 
years ago, than at any other point on the river so far. I 
see marks on trees at least eighteen feet above ground and 
the banks are about twelve feet above the water, 
consequently the river must have been twenty feet higher 
during the high water of that year than now. Left camp 
early, passed Painted Woods, as fine a body of timber as 
there is above Bismark, with considerable settlement on both 
sides. About 10:00 a.m. passed Wogansport and passed under 
the bridge at Bismark about 4:00 p.rn. and pulled in along 
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'=· i de t h e '=· t e am e r· , " D a k c, t a " , J u '=· t be 1 ow a. n d w a '=· i n v i t e d on 
board to cook and sleep, which offer we gladly accepted. 
Bismark is a wide awake western town, on the north side of 
the river, being situated some over a mile from the nearest 
point to the river, where the steamboat landing is. 
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October 5. Here we parted company with our friend 
Rose, who took the train for home this morning. It was not 
a,,.., i t h o u t some m i s g i v i n gs t h a t l"' e 1 i s. t e n e d t o t h e p a r t i n g 
words of Rose which was, that from this on we would have to 
furnish our own meat, as he could not be with us always, but 
for fear we might starve would kindly leave us his 
"Winchester", which consoled us, and as we sti 11 had Fanny, 
we felt ver·:>' hopeful t h at vJe might r·each the next trading 
p o s t befor·e supplies fai 1 ed. Fa.nny seemed t o h av e grave 
doubts about the future, but was finally persuaded to embark 
with us again. Passed Fort A. Lincoln about 8:00 a.m. The 
fort is nicely situated on a high bluff on the south side of 
the river, five miles below Bismark. Here is where the. 
Sioux in 1864 stopped a steamer and besieg~d her until help 
in the shape of another boat with cannon could come from St. 
Louis. Passed through a nice country al 1 day, making good 
run and camped at night Just below the ruins of old Fort 
Rice as we supposed. 

Our spirits rose considerably as Al and Fanny Kil led a 
badger. The sound of' Indian drums was plainly heard during 
the night. 

October 6. A very cloudy morning, yet we pulled out 
early and made good time al though the day was rainy. We 
passed a trapper who was in a skiff towing a canoe filled 
v,1i th beaver· s k i n s that he h ad caught in the river·. Indians 
plenty along the south side. Saw two very large bucks on a 
v e rv sma 11 p on v , Another· buck l•Ja.::- making +r an tic ges.tur·es 
to us and he went and pointed to something in the river 
which proved to be a water Keg. We got it for him for which 
he appea.r·ed t h arrk+u l . l,,le p a sse d a. ~• .. •hi te s.s t t l erne n t as. l"'e 
supposed on the south bank, in which were so~e very nice 
houses. Very bluffy on the north, We camped about two mi !es 
below the settlement. Passed Fort Yates about noon on south 
b an k , 

October 7. Got an early start this morninc and were 
favored with a dense fog unti 1 about 10:00 a.m. I got a 
sh o t at s.ome geese, Killing one. Later· Br·iggs Killed or.e 
and Al a duck. Country is bluffy on the south side with 
ravines fi 1 led with scrub cedars. Timber is getting scarce 
a 1 on g the r· i ~i er· and l,,,h a. t the r· e i s, i s on i s. 1 ands. on one of 
11,.ihich v..•e camped. 

October 8. Al 1 up early endeavoring to see the comet,· 
which was discovered by Al yesterday morning. The sky was 
somewhat cloudy and all we could see of the comet was an 
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occasio~al glimpse of its tai 1. We killed four ducks, one 
goose and one chicken. The river very wide and crooked, 
running in all directions. Country much the same as 
yesterday, not settled and few Indians. 

October 9. Started early expecting to make Pierre 
t o d a>' . 0 u r =· u p p 1 i e s. a r· e g e t t i n g 1 c1v.J . Sh c, t on e good du c ~: 
and two poor ones. Al shot a wildcat that was inspecting us 
from the bank. He gave us an exhibition of some lofty 
tumbling. Passed For·t Bennett late in the afternoon and 
camped just below. One of the natives took supper with us. 
Timber sti 11 very scarce and rather a rough country on both 
sides of the river. 

October 10. Al though our stock of provisions is 
getting low, our appetites are strangely good. If we don't 
reach Pierre today I tremble for poor Fanny. As we advance, 
signs of c i ~-• i 1 i z a t i ori begin to i ncrea.se. t✓o timber· an d a.11 
the drift was gathered along the shore. The wind raised, 
and of course was right in our teeth. This made our 
progress slow. About 1 :00 o✓clock we sighted a town on the 
south, Old Fort Pierre, then a ferry boat and some oars on 
the left, and then we Knew we were nearing Fort Pierre. 
Here we saw Baby Mine, the smallest boat on the river, 
belonging to Captain Grant Marsh. Also saw a very large 
stock boat. Got another grub outfit at East Pierre, which is 
a thr i •,i i ng vi 11 a.ge, I sh ou l d judge abou t 500 i nha.bi t an t s , 
nicely situated, but the surrounding country is very broken 
and hilly on both sides of the river. Old Fort Pierre, or 
as. sorne c a l l it, l1Je:.t Pi e rre , is nea.r·l >' opposite and a 
1 ittle below East Pierre, at the mouth of Bad river. We did 
not go up to the town but should judge it was not as large 
or thrifty as East Pierre. We ran down about five miles and 
camped. Bluffs very high and barren. 

October 11. We had a very bad day. Head wind, cloudy 
and showe~s. At 10:00 a.m. we passed the grave of George P. 
E: e 1 de r· = , t h e ~,., h i t e c h i e f k i 1 l e d b ;,·· -:1. n I n d i an i n 1 f: 7 6 • Th e 
spot is marked by a large white cross. The country here 
looks better than for several days. Fine bottom land along 
the river with some timber. I Killed a goose. Made a very 
fine run and camped in a nice place surrounded by owls and 
s an d hill c ran es, 

October 12. Bright and clear and we leave early. Wind 
northwest for a wonder, but we being to see the reason as we 
enter· up on the +ort » mi le bend. If it b l ew in an>' other· 
direction it would not be in our 1ace. Part of the time we 
were running due northwest, by our compass. Country very 
bluffy again, gulches fi 1 led with scrub cedars and very 
1 ittle timber. Camped near an.Indian mission on the north 
bank and had a drum serenade at night. 
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October 13. Had a late start and head wind. Saw great 
droves of mud hens, and a few ducks of which.we Kil led four. 
Interviewed two Indians but as neither of- them could .talk 
United States, the conversation was not interestng. Passed 
Chamberlain about noon where we laid in some more supplies. 
Chamberlain is very nicely situated, some larger than East 
Pierre, and appeared to be doing a much b[gger business. 
The surrounding coun t rv is good but high, and i.,,, i th 1 it t 1 e 
bottom land. There is some settlement on an agency on the 
south bank. 

October· 14. Fine morning, +oun d a p art s- pul 1 ing young 
cottonwood trees and had quite ·a chat with hem. Finest day 
we have had for some time. Passed the U.S. Surveying 
partyon board the St. Louis, Missouri in the afternoon. 

October 15. This was the date we had fixed upon to 
arrive home, but man proposes and God disposes, here we are 
120 miles or more away. Another bad day, very windy and 
disagreeable, yet we make very good time. Passed Fort 
Randal 1 early, and soon after, Yankton AGency. Used sail 
some as wind was favorable. Country much the same as 
yesterday. Camped early about five miles above Niobrara. 

October 16. A very cool morning, but we are getting 
anxious to reach home and leave early. Passed the mouth of 
the Niobrara, about 8:00 a.m. The town of that same name 
looks as if it had suffered much from the flood of two years 
ago. Running Water does not look as enterprising as either 
of the railroad towns above. 

Passed Springfield about 10:00 and Bonhomne an hour 
later, and Yankton about 5:00 p.m. Camped about five miles 
below. Ki 1 led plenty of ducks today. 

Tuesday, October 17. Got an early start and with a 
favorable wind made big time. Passed St. Helena early in 
the ds:t.Y 9.nd not long a.fter· sI qh t e d l)ermi 11 i on , Then i.,,,e 
be g an t o f e e l t h a t o u r· j o u r· n e y v.J as a 1 mos t e n de d • v..1 h e n s:t. t 
the mouth of Turkey Creek we found W.E. Ellyson and Mr. 
Davis who chanced to be there. We loaded our effects into 
the wagon, tied up our boat and cal led our Journey ended. 
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Dig·g .. ing Down 
. ~ 

·· 1ndicate~ 
·- .. 

These· tndians 
. . 

Looked Up 
· By James Denney 

· Newcastle, Neb. 

PLAINS INDIANS living in Dixon Coenty, Neb., in the 
early 1300s might have looked to the stars for guidance 
1n their hunting or planting or religious ceremonies. 

So believes Donald J. Blakeslee, a Wichita (Kan.) State 
University anthropologist who believes he has literally dug up . :·: ' 
evidence that suppotts the idea that these early inhabitants ; 
used asumomy to help detennine their living habits. 

Blakeslee, 42. said a subterranean house that he, his stu- ' 
dents and volunteers excavated last summer northeast of 
Newcastle points to "'a definite interest on the part of the , 
occupants In star gazing." 

The house Is similar to other earthen lodges of the period 
that have ~ excavated - except for an exceptionally long 

: entryway. · . . ----- 
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• I 
"This particular house's entrance appears to be 30 feet 

~ long, twice the normal distance," Blakeslee said. .. The house 
a, . itself was approximately 20 by 20 feet, or almost square." 
~ - · · · - At the back of the house was a .hole from where a person 
2:- could look directly through the entrance northeast toward the 
~ horizon, toward what is now ·South Dakota . 
.g ·· Within this perspective is a single, small hill, and, Blakes­ 
-~ lee said, ;:e believes a person standing in the hole might have 
v used the hill to visually align a star. ? Since returning to the Wichi~ campus. Blakeslee said, 
ii astronomical research has led him to believe that "Capella, o · :! first magnitude yellow star" probably would have appeared in 
c a positlan above the hill in 13X>. ! . "This culture may have used the sighting or this star to 
~ help the occupants determine when to hunt buffalo or plant 
-o squash and other vegetables. 
~ "It could have assisted them in knowing when to hold 
«> 
~ religious ceremonies." 
15 . AS MANY AS EIGHT PEOPLE might have occupied 
~ the dwelling, and they were probably pottery makers, 
~ · farmers and buffalo hunters, he said. u 
5 This St. Helena culture - named after n 193lls dig near the 
"' Cedar County community - was n predecessor of the Pow- 

. nees in Nebraska and the Arikarees in South Dakota, Blakes- · 
lee said. 

Other evidence indicates that a wall post might have been 
placed near the hole on which the dwellers could bang "medi- 

o cine bundles." The bundles, be said, were contalners for "sa- 
creel objects," which could range from a dead bird to an 

. effigy pipe holder. "These 'bundles might have been hanging 
' .from the pole and would have been in a position in which the 

light or the star would have been cast upon them," he said. 
Blakeslee, with a grant · from Earth Watch, n Belmont, 

Mass.-bascd organization, conducted the dig last summer. 
· Earth Watch assists archaeologists and paleontologists in 
finding volunteers to assist in a variety of scientific projects 
throughout the world. 

In 1983, also with help from Earth Watch and the Ne­ 
braska State Historical Society, Blakeslee surveyed the area 
which has come to be known as "Annie's Site," named for 
Annie Lamprecht, a Dixon Comrty farm widow upon whose 
land the dig was conducted. 

Blakeslee said Mrs. Lamprecht long has been interested in 
prehistoric and historic 1nd.ian cultures. She has dc-e a little 
dlggmg herself, he said, and has searched her land for surface 
finds of arrowhead points and. other Indian objects. 

Last year, Mrs. Lamprecht cooked for the diggers, who 
slept in tents along the Missouri aod showered at Newcastle 
High School. 

W B~ kesree believes ~ people in the Lincoln office thought 
lns ~m~ton was ordenng them to hire him for a field job the 

t tut~ pl~Mcd at a Paleo-Indian site on the Crow Indian 
:~~tlon Ill Montana for the U.S. Anny Corps ot Engi- 

He worked the Montar · b h 10 , t en returned with th... ... -~ ••.. , rn r '"""'--- ... ---·-· 

, 
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.v ...... wu1, occame a laboratory assistant for Smithsonian and 
completed studies for his bachelor's degree nt the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln. · 

Later, he earned a master's degree at UNL and n doc­ 
torate from the University of Wisconsin at Milw.iukee. · 

H E SAID HE PROBABLY wouldn't have become in­ 
volved in the Annie'~ Sit.e dig if~ hadn't been in~ted 
to Join two other scientists making an archaeological . 

survey of the Mis.souri River from Gavins Point Dom, near 
Yankton, S.D., to roughly Ponca State Park. • . 
"It was during this survey that l met Annie Lamprecht 

and became interested in the extremely interesting archaeo- 
logical evidence on her land." • 

Blakeslee said that through the centuries, several cultures 
lived in and near Annie's Site. 

"Because of fur trappers, Lewis and Clark, Prince 11-h"C· 
lmillan and others who went up the river before n massive 
white invasion, \'IC have their diaries to tell us what they saw. 
This has helped me in my work. I have o library with books 
written by and about these pioneers on the river." 

Annie's Site is near Dixon County's Volcano Hill, which 
some of the first Missouri explorers thought was Nebraska's 
only volcano. But Blakeslee said there is no evidence to prove 
It ever existed. , 

Mo:;t of the hill has eroded, but in what remains Blakeslee 
has found seams of a soft coal which "could have smoldered 
for years from prairie fires, giving credence to thtl reports of 
volcanic activity." 

. Blakeslee said he also had read reports that the hill at one 
time was occupied by little people or midgets ... Just about 
everybody who came West has heard or written about little 
people legends. Their existence has never been proven." 

In addition to the Jong entryway of the house at Annie's 
Site. foot bon~_or a la~ dog or wolf were uncovered, giving 
Blakeslee additional evidence that the occupants might have 
been interested in astronomy. · 

"We know that certain cultures nnd Inter historic .tribcs 
identified Important stars of the year as wolves," he said. ·BLAKES LEE • SAID NO EVIDENCE links his astro­ 

. nomi~! dis~overy in Nebraska with the "medicine 
wheel, n circle of carefully placed rocks in a circle 

found in the Big Hom Range near Sheridan, Wyo. Some sci­ 
entists believe the wheel was used by an Indian culture to 
determine the solstice. 

"The only comparison," Blakeslee said, "is that instead of 
a wheel, he-re in Nebraska we have a long entryway pointing 
toward the horizon that might have been used for alignment 
with a star." [0l 

..... - 
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MEMOF.:IAL 

8. P. 0. E. St ate Con v e dn t i on , Ma>' 1 t,, 1 9,55, i n North Pl at t e , 
Nebraska, by W.W. Ellyson 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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The faults of our brothers we write upon the sands, 
their virtues upon the tablets of love and memory. 

The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks has always 
set aside a part of its annual Convention as a memorial to 
those members who have met the final call since its last 
c on v e n ti on. 

We do not do this as a duty; we do it as a privilege, 
that we may express our love and regar, for those who have 
p r· e c e e d e d u s .• 

Ea.ch of them i.,Ja.s c ar e f u l l::,' c h o se n b::,' their· br·c,ther·s., 
before they were admitted to membership. The fact that each 
measured up to high ideals and contributed generously to his 
c omm u n i t )'' , a. t t e s t e d t h i s .• 

Who by their service and help, achieved its aim and 
extended its purpose, and the Great Heart of ElKdome, swells 
an d t h r· c, b s. ·='· n d ''" e a r· e a. l 1 be t t e r· f or· i t , 

Living or dead, an ElK is never forgotten, never 
f or· s. a K e n • 

He sat beside us, across the table from us. We learned 
much about his business, his hobbies, his interests, his 
a.d•._.1 en tu r· es., 

We miss him greatly from our fellowship, and it ~ 
f i t t i n g t h a. t 1;._, e p a u s. e -:<. n d c ·='· 1 l t ,:, r· e m e m b r· -:<. n c e , h i m v .. , h c, 
labored among us, giving so generously out of his loyalty 
and appreciation. 

I v .. , c, u 1 d 1 i K e t o t h i n k v._; i t h >-' c, u f ,:, r ·='· '·'·-' h . i 1 e -:<. t, c, u t ·:1 u r 
o t, 1 i ,;, ·=' t i c, n t o h i m , .. ,,ho h -2. = t -:-. l- e n r· e ·:: t + r· om h i s 1 ·='· b or· ·= • Th e 
t ='· ·= ~:· ~, e l.,.: ::,_ = n o t ·='· t, 1 e t c, f i r, i s h ·='· n d 1 e + t f c, r· u ·= t •:· d o . 

No man can look out upon the world today without 
thinking there is a great emergency. 

This. 1 s. c<. per· i c,d of in terna ti onsl turmc, i 1 , ~•-.1hen 
r e 1 a t i c, n 5. be tv,, e e n me n a. n d n a. t i c, n 5. , s u f f e r '=· f r· om a. c c, n f 1 i c t 
that bears the tragic mark of a lack of understanding. What 
a price we are paying for peace and no peace. People around 
t h e ,_,.,1 o r· 1 d ct. r· e t h i n k i n g i n t e r m s ,:, f p e ct. c e , ::--' e t b i 1 1 c, n s. ,:, f 
dollars are being spent for weapons of war 
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Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the 
minds of men the defenses of peace must be constructed. 

Certainly, the enemies of international understanding, 
goodwil 1 and peace are conscious of our infirmities. They 
proclaim them far and wide. The kind of America we offer to 
the i n sp e c t i on of nations is. de sp ar a t e l x Imp ort an t . Tc, our· 
enemies, one n o t or- i ous gangs.ter is wor·th a battal i on of 
soldiers, one corrupt government agency is worth a regiment, 
one group of misguided men, burning a fiery cross in some 
lonely field is more effective assi tance than a division. 

But the contrary propost ion is. equal 1 y tr·ue, that the 
efforts of individuals and groups, to improve social 
conditions, t o fight. cor·r·up ti on, to guide our· you th and 
condem discrimination, are reinforcements in the cause of 
p e s.c e , 

I 
I 
I 

Individual man is slc~ to recognize his own importance 
a.nd the significa.nt part l, . ih i c h he can pla:,-..', It is a.11 too 
e a s. )-' t o t a. K e r· e f u g e i n t h e t h o u g h t , 11 l, .. 1 h a t c a. r, I , as. c, n e 
1 i ttle person do? My vote won't be missed, my absense won't 
h u r· t. l,.Jh at I can do i s '=-O l i t t l e • Or· h i de be h i n d the 
excuse of thinking that. such matters are more properly the 
concer·n c,f o t h e rsv " 

I 
Our place in our communities is of most. importance to 

a. l l Arner· i c a, Let us. be on gu a.r· d cl. t a. l l t i me s ·='-9·='· i n s. t out 
side influence. Big ships on a turbulent ocean can turn 
right or· left, b;,' a v e rv srn s l l ob..i ec t, 11A r·udder. 11 

I 
I 

Let us take every occasion to review our objectives, 
identify our targets and move toward them with a renewed 
sense of urgency. 

I 
Let us re s.o l v e , "I am on l :>' one, but I am one. I c ar.n o t 

do everything, but can some something. And by the Grace of 
God, I 1.,.1 i l l do l,,1h a. t I c a.n do. " 

I 
The foremost thing in our Founding Father's minds, to 

the Pioneers of our land was, "To seek the Kingdom of God, 
F· e r s s o r, ·='· 1 Fr· e e d om an d F' e r son ·='· l F: e s. p on '=· i b i l i t ;,' . Th e ·= t r· e n g t h 
of the Indi• .. •idu.::i.l, v,1her·e a. m.=1n···=· v.1or·d 1..- .. ,.:1.':- a·=- goc,d ·='·'=· h is 
bond." 

I_ 

I 
l 

He l-• . .1 a. s. l-\' i 1 1 i n g t o e n du r e gr· e ·='- t h -:1.r· d '=· h i p s , as. k i n g on 1 '>' 
for an unfettered chance for something better. 

Fr· om o u t of s. t i c k s. a. n d sod , t he ;,, bu i 1 t t he gr· ea t es t 
nation on earth. From out of the sticks, they formed a 
govenment and drew up the greatest documents ever written 
into government of free people. From out in the sticks came 
"Government of the People by the People, for the People." 
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These tell the s t orv of Amer·ica, these tel 1 the story of the 
Individual 

Isn't it remarkable how our Funding Fathers built this 
great nation without any help from Congress? Sometimes now 
days, I wonder 1+ we are letting government take the sticks 
away from us. I'm afraid if we don't wak~ up soon to our 
ol,m r e s.p on s l b i 1 i t v , c<.11 the s t i c k s v-!i 11 be in klashington. 

He dug the soi 1, pl anted it, ended it and soon t o ok it 
o v e r· . He swo r· e a t p r· i m i t i v e t o o l '=· an d i n v e n t e d rn c, de r· n, on e =· • 
He built great cities, churches and places of learning. Man 
who once walked behind oxen in rough and roadless fields, 
now ride tractors, drive behind the wheels of shining cars 
o n f l "'· sh i n g h i g h ~•J "'· >' s . F l ;,' 1 i k e b i r· d '=· i n t h e "'· i r· , =-~•-! i m 1 i k e 
fish in the oc e an , t rav e 1 in outer· space, shooting for the 
moon. . J 

T h e '=· e t e 1 l t h e s. t o r· ·,.- o f Am e r· i c "'· • 
of the Individual Man. 

The s. e t e 1 l t he <::-, t or· ;,' 

Nm,,1, if v.Je can e1,,er· l e arn to live together· l i k e men! 

This is the great opportunity we have of awakening and 
mob i 1 i z i n,;i our· rn an p owe r", for· c 1 ear· t h i n k i ng, in th i =· 
emerging race between sanity and catastrope, 

Un 1 es.s. our· public 1 ec<.der·s sre backed by :-uch men as vJe 
find in 8.P.O.E., they may once more be beaten by tragic 
c i r· c um '=· t "'· n c e '=· • 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

LI n de r· s t an d i n g i <.:. n o t a. c c, 1 1 e c t i 1..J e t h i n g ; i t i s. t h e 
product of cap ab 1 e i n di 1,.1 i du a 1 s, i n .j e ct i n 'd the i r· for· c e c1.n d 
p e r-son a l i ty into the v,•hol e c ornrnun i L•' 1 i fe that s.p re e d s i t s 
influence around the world. 

Our· time i::- one of continuing c rt se s, in ,.,.Jhich e rror 
may be catastrophic, Our decisions as a nation and people 
must be based not only on knowledge, but also on wisdom. 
Intellectua.l i n t e cr-i t v an d Chrf s t ian Fa.ith c.onstitute the 
combined commi ttment. Through such a commitment, the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks strives to combine 
Knowledge with wisdom. 

0 r, th i '=· d ·=' / ma.::,- 1, . .1 e a. s K D i ,,, i n e 8 l e s. s. i n g upon t h i s. 
v e n t ure , 

An old astronomer whose eyesight had been dimmed 
acquired the service of a young man to assist in his studies 
of the Heavens. One night the young man burst into the old 
astronomer's study. He had discovered a new star of great 
magnitude and wanted him to see it, The old man plated his 
eye to the telescrope but turned away in dismay, He could 
n c, t s e e t h e s t e1. r· . T h e r· e \>J d. '=· a b r· i g h t -8. r c 1 i g h t bu r· n i n g i n 
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the street Just outside and the young man thought that this 
might be the reason. He requested the light department to 
turn off t h a t series of 1 i gh ts for a fevJ moments and. when 
all was d~rk, the old Master placed his eye· to the telescope 
and shouted, "I see· it my boy." 

Often times, l e ss e r l I qh t e, ob st ru c t our· v i ew of 
greater lights. In this. day of cr·i<:.is around the world, 
there are time~ man has neglected good and been overcome by 
t ernp t a t i cn . In our· r u sb of every· da;,, 1 iving, lA.le loose sight 
of our fel lovJman. l"ien .ar e blinded to p ur e t v and 
u n de r s t an d i n g by t h e b r i 1 l i an c e of p 01.,_1 e r . 

Today, the 1 ight of the Easter·n Star, t h a t Light of 
Peace on Earth, Goodwil 1 Toward Men, is being dimmed by the 
1 u r· i d 1 i g h t s t h ct. t ct. r· i s e f r· om t h e m c1. r· c h e =· an d '=· 1 o u g h s of 
communism. 

I 
I 
1· 

I 

I v . iou l d i ke to recal 1 to )'our· mind the word s o+ Our· 
Savi c,r·, in the Sermon on the Mount. "Ye are the 1 i gh t of 
the v-.1c,r·ld. Let v our- lights. so sh i n e befor·e men that t h e » 
may see your good works and glorify your Father in Heaven." 
l,,Jhen t h a t mind is. in v ou and I, in El ks. wher·e e1,,er they ma>' 
roam, when our hands administer to the needs of our 
communities and our feet are shod with the preparation of 
the Gospel of Light, aroun d the wor Ld , then l,,1e can <:-ci>·· l,.1e 
truly understand the significance of that Devine Utterance, 

An old man ninety years old, was planting a fruit tree. 
A young man passing by asked, "Old man, why are you planting 
a. fr·ui t tr·ee? You,·11 not l i\.Je to e n J o y i t s .fruit." The Old 
Ma.n r·epl i e d , "Son, all m:,' life I have been ea.ting fruit fr·om 
trees others have planted. 1/m planting this tree that 
others may eat the fruit from a tree I planted." 

Ii 
•l 
I< 

~ 
lr 
~ 
I 
I 
!, n 

1· 

I 

A t t i me =· l i k e t h e s. e , 2<. t t h e 1 c, s. =· of de a.f' c, n E- s. , I 1 i ~: e 
to t h l nk and t..;.Ye comfor·t in Pa.ul1s. de s.c r-i p t i on of a 
shipwreck, found in Acts 27:44. "And the rest, some on 
boards and some on broken pieces of the ship, And it came to 
p a. ·=· s. , t h c<. t t h e }' a l l e s. c a p e d s .. :d e t c, l -2<. n d . " 

I· . 

Our departed Brothers, handed the 
be faithful in handing it onto others, 
done an d l it t le ti me to do it. 

tor· ch t c, u =·; 1 et us 
There is much to be 

What occured i~ Paul's account of a shipwreck, often 
t ak e s place in the l i•,ies. c,f human b e i n q s, The s.1.,Jift s t or-ms 
break through in their fury and our ships of happiness or 
peace are broken. It is then we have visions of safe 
harbors, where we may abide in security and comfort, and 
wish we had a ship able to carry us safely in. But we 
seldom have the craft we desire. We have to "Make Shore on 
Broken Pieces." 
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The secret of such courage may be found in what these 
sh i pwr e ck ~i i ct i ms di d. Fi r· st , the>' t ooK what w a s. a. t hand. 
They did not refuse a spar or plank because it was not a 
fully rigged ship, but clung on to the fragments of their 
former security. Second, thee victims left off pitying 
themselves. This was a time to act, to b~ lagaard was to 
die. To expect aid from others without doing their own 
part, would be foolish. Third, they accomplished their 
salvation, with the help of God. To rai 1 at God, was to no 
av a i 1, but to trust Him wa s to h av e the aid of one who 
u n de r· s. t Clod a 1 1 t h e s. t or· ms. of 1 i f e • 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

W h e n t h e s t or· ms c om e , t h e 1 o s s of s e c u r i t y , t h e 
tragedies. c+ nations and people., the l o ss o f de ar- on e s, the>' 
leavt? us shaken, dispossessed, empty. But from the, "Broken 
Pieces of Memory, Friends, Loved Ones, Faith in God/s Love, 
the Spir·itu-=t.1 Ministries of the Chur·ch" it is p o s ai b l e to 
"Ma.kt? Shor·e" an d feel that peact? t, . ih i c h ne•Jer· is. quite 
under·stood but de e p l » felt. The pa.tient an d h ap p v s.ou l is 
the one which has looked to Him, who has "Made Shore" on 
broken pieces of Calvary. 

Le t u s. a l t,J a>' s. r· e mm em be r· t h a. t t h e 1 i g h t f r· orn a. 1 i f e 
nev.er d i es , Th at a.lthough t h i s e art h l » life is. ended, it 
has. nt?ver·-the-le::-s, in its. time, kindled c<. light in mc<.nY 
an o t h e r-, 
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MEMORIAL DAY 
Eustis, Nebr as k a 

by u.u. 
-May 31, 
Ell ys.c,n 

1976 

Commander, Legionares, Auxillary and dedi.cated Americans • 
• 

Mrs. Ellyson (Nada) and I are happy to have this 
privilege an~ honor to participate in this Memorial Day 
Service, and we appreciate sharing this day with you. 

On this Memorial occasion, I would 1 ike to quQte, "The 
1 3 '.=: r· d P =· a 1 m . " " 8 e h o 1 d , h c,v . .1 good a. n d h m• . .1 p 1 e as an t · i t i =· f or· 
Br· e t h e rn t c, dw e l l t c, g e t h e r i n u n i t ::,1 • I t i =· 1 i k e t h e 
precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon .the 
beard, even Aaron's beard that went down to the skirts of 
his garment, and as the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that 
descended upon the Mountain of Zion, and there the Lord 
c omrn an de d t h e b 1 e s s i n g =· , e \..' e n 1 i f e f c, r· e v e r· mo r e • " 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

We are met today, 
t h s .. t t h o s e wh o be 1 i eve 
Eternal Life. 

in the name of One, who gave His 
in Hirn, may never die but have 

Alfred Lord Tennyson set down 
as the title of my talk, "Tis well 
goc,d deeds .. 11 

i f '=' 

the advice which serves 
to remember men for their 

The happenings of the past crowd in upon us~ On 
certain days, such as National and Religious Holidays, we 
become aware of the influence of history. The thousand acts 
and events of the past, that have formed our present and 
wi 11 shape our future. 

When I mentioned to my wife I was asked to give this 
Memorial Day Service, she turned to the family bible, where 
she Keeps many memories and gave me the fol l~~ing. It 
l ... J a. -=·1 .. , . .1 r· i t t e n b v Ha l 8 o ;,·· 1 e m -:<. n /' ;,, e a. r· s ago . I l"' an t t c, r· e -:<. d i t 
to you It reads as fol lows: 

WHAT IS MEMORIAL DAY? 

America, Thursday, wears a spring of Rosemary over its 
heart for remembrance. 

A miracle of r e s.e.u r-e c t i on ta.kes. p l ac e in mi 11 ions. o+ 
households as the dead come home again, and walk the earth 
once more in gladness. 

Their presences is invisible to the eye, 
the sp i r· it. For· this h au n ting d-:1>' of re t ur-n , 
alive s s us. 

inescapable to 
the>' are as 

' i 

iJ 

I 
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The lone l i est man in the land is the man wh o h s s n on e 
to remember on Memoria.1 Da>'· He is indeed a soul l o s t , : a 
stranger on the earth, a pilgrim going from nothing to no 
wh e r-e . For it i:. the mernor » of the dead that in great 
measure keeps us human, that sets us apart from stone and 
star, moss and mole, and all other feeling and unfeeling 
prisoners of the great Jailer time. 

"l,_lhat is Memor i a l Day?" asks the child. "Id i 11 I get a. 
p r e s.e n t , 1 ike on Cb r Ls trna s or· m>' b i r-t h d av P" It is a hard 
question to answer. How can we, .who are ourselves, 
childishly bewildered by the mystery of both life and deafh, 
explain the puzzle of that, iving loving death we cal 1 
rnernor- ;,-? 

Perhaps the best answer you can give a child is to say, 
"Memorial Day, is the. day when everyone anyone ever knew is 
al i v e , and n ob odv is dea.d." Is.n't t h a t abou t as. close as. 
you can get anyway? 

Th e de ad h av e mo r· e p c,1;,1 e r· o v e r· o u r 1 i v e s t h an 1;,1 e 
or d i n e.r! l>' re a l i z e . l,le read dead me n rs b ook , sing dead 
me n rs son q s , c,be;,, dead men·'s. 1 av.,1:., Dead men taught u:. 'to :-ol,J 
the earth and reap the harvest. Dead men won us our present 
p e r i l o 1J s. =· ct. f e t >' ( l,,, e e =· p e c i a. 1 l ;,' h on or· t h em t h i s. d a>' ) an d t c, 
dead men we owe our finest visions of heaven. 

• 
I 

' I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

It is. a. corr·up ti on c,f Memor· i a 1 to make it a t re k in to 
sadness and self-pity. It should ideally be a shared voyage 
of rediscovery. For hrn~ often, when we summon up the memory 
or our dear dead, are we surprised to find that through some 
mystic alchemy, we now understand them better and appreciate 
them more than when they walked daily among us. 

Per·ha.ps. on Memor·ial Da;,', the dead mBY even feel the 
sarne v,1a:,' t oward us, the living. It t"iell ma;,' be. Surel>', if 
l i f e ha=· a per· s.p e ct i v e , de at h do e s t oc,. End of ar· t i cl e . 

Originally, May 30th, was observed to pay honor to 
so 1 di er·-=· k: i l 1 e d i n the Ci ,,., i 1 V.lar· • Su b se q u en t 1 y, i t hon or· e d 
t h ose (.,.1ho fell in later· l,• . .1-c<r·s. Ul t i m a t e l v , the ob s e r-v anc e of 
the da:,' became one t o honor· not on l » the mi 1 i t er» de ed an d 
to decorate the graves of relatives and friends, but a Day 
t o Rem em be r· 0 u r Ame r· i c an He r· i t age , i n t h e h c, p e t h a. t i t t,,1 o u l d 
be kept from year to year. 

t-k,l"' t h e d a:>' i s on e of s e v e r a. l , w h i c h by Con gr e s s i on a 1 
action is on Monday, no matter what the actual day on which 
Ma)' 30th fall=·· 

It is pleasant t o have the t hr-e e+ d e.v weekends, but 
fear we are forgetting the original purpose of "One Day 
Marked for Memory, Memorial Day," 
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It was in 1642, that Thomas Fuller wrote, "A ~ood 

memory is the best monument." 

- 1· 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

On this day we pause with profound reverence to pay 
tribute to Our Honored Dead. They fought in wars because 
they felt it 1,1.1as .their duty and obligation. To risk. their· 
p r e c i ou s ·1 ives for the c au s.e of Justice and Ri qh t e cu s.ne e s . 
They kn~w that to enjoy the blesiings of Liberty, the 
r e s.p on a i b i l Lt i e s of good c Lt i z e n sh i p mu s t be borne. 

It is said, "The Brave taste death, only .once, the 
coward tastes it a thousand times." 

I believe the reason a date for Memor·ial Da:,' t"•as c h o s e n 
near the end of May is obvious. At that time flowers are 
freshest, the gr·ass on gra•,.•es greener·. But the c h o i c e was a 
good one for another reason also. Spring is a time for 
growth, not death. And Memorial Day ought to be a time for 
dedication to tasks undone. 

Historians cannot record fully the valor of the men who 
f o u g h t an d d i e d f or Fr e e d om . 8 u t t h e r e i s a r· e c or· d i n g 
An g e 1 , f -:<. r· '=· u p e r· i or· t o t h e a dm i n i s t r· a t i v e ab i 1 i t;,, c, f t h e 
mi 1 i t arv , wh o set:. dov .. rn the h e r o i c de e d s o f men. 

It i =· <::-a.id, "Ma.n h as need of s.vrnbo l '=·." Poet, Ra 1 ph 
Wa 1 de, Erner s on vJr· o t e , "A goc,d '=·>'mbo l i s the be s t ar gume n t , 
and is a missionary to persuade thousands," 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I wou 1 d l i k e to di rec t ;,·our· at tent i on to the F 1 ag of 
Our Country. It was conceived in the Dreams of Liberty and 
in the Hopes of Freedom. It is a constant inspiraiton to 
every lover of this country. It demands unswerving loyal lty 
and wholehearted devotion fo the principles of which it is 
t he g l or· i o u s r· e pr· e, se n tat i • . .! e . I t i '=· t he m c1. j e '=· t i c '=· >'m b o 1 of 
Freedom under constitutional government. LEST WE FORGET! 
It represents George Washington and those brave patriots who 
froze and starved at Valley Forge, held toge~her with raw 
courage and burning patriotism. Abraham Lincoln and the 
Blue and the Grey, who fought brother against brother, to 
preserve the Union. 

I t f 1 i e '=· o •.) e r· t h e gr· a ,,, e s. o f t h o '=· e v,r h o g 2<. v e t h e i r· a 1 1 
and stayed to watch the poppies grow in Flanders Fields, 
amid the crosses row on row. 

The 31,000 Amer· i c an s l,,rho 1 i e ther·e are for·ever· >'oung. 
They never knew those glorious footbal 1 weekends, those 

. Legion Coriv e n ti on s , their· chi 1 dre n c rv i ng in the night, 
winter vacations in Florida. They missed the depression, 
house payments, the new cars with the gear shift levers on 
steer· i ng wh e e 1 s. 

~ 
' ,, 
' ii ', 
e 
if 
i( 

I 
( 
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Yes, many of them are forgotten now. For the guns ~hat 
blazed across those scenic and wooded hills are stilled. 
Forever l,Je Hope. 

Lest v..1e f c,r get ! 
1 ie under the prairie 
cemeteries, or in some 
h ewn marker. 

Also on t h i s Memc,r·ial Da>',• t h o s.e wh o 
sod, al 1 but forgotten in abandoned 

lonely pasture, except for a roughly 

Those who sleep in unmarked graves along the pioneer 
trails, Those also are the graves to be remembered by all 
who recognize the struggle and hardships of conquering a new 
front i er • 

The poet wrote, "Fully many a rose is born to blush 
unseen and waste its sweetness on the desert air." 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

They wi l 1 always remember, America will always 
remember. May the sun shine bright upon the resting places 
of those brave Americans whose memory we respect and cherish 
this day. May the gentle breezes that bestir the flowers, 
placed tenderly and lovingly upon their graves, soothe and 
hearts of those who plac.ed them there. 

Le t u s remember· , "The L i g h t f r· om a. l i f e never· d i e =· , 
t h at al though th i =· ear·thl :;' 1 i fe h as ended, it h a s 
never·-the-1 e=-=· in i t s time, ~'. i ndl ed 21. light in man)' 
another·." 

Memorial Day is a day and time when the Nation needs to 
remember Our American Heritage. 

I t v,, a=· 8 en j am i n Fr· ct. n ~'. l i n v .. , ho =· a i d , a f t er· '=· i g n i n g the 
Deel ara t ion o f Independence, "That he wou l d l i k e to come 
b ·='· c k i n 2 0 0 :)' e a r· =· a r, d =· e e i f Ame r i c an =· s. t i 1 l v a 1 u e t he i r· 
Freedom." Many true Americans are proving they do by 
demonstrating over and over again that the true strength of 
Fr· e e d om l i ~.1 e -=· i n t h e de d i c ct. t e d h e .a r· t = of i n d i ~-• i du a. l s . 

l,.J h ·='· t (I u r· Ame r· i ,: ct. n He r· i t a. g e me a. n s t o e ·='-,: h i n d i ''"° i du -c<. 1 
de t e r-rn i n es the sp i rI t u a l e:::.·:::.ence of our· Nst i on r s pol i c i e s .. 

We the people of the United States of America •.. and 
i t i s l"-' i th the s.e s imp l e v-•or· d s , "l,.Je The Pe op 1 e" th -c<. t our· tr· u e 
her·i tagE• of Fr·eedon is e s t ab l i sh e d , Th at We the People must 
m ak e certain that those Fundimental Beliefs and Historical 
Documents be understood by ourselves and brought to the 
attention of future generations. 

Thank God Our American Heritage can still be found in 
that overwhelming majority of our young people whose parents 
have taken the time and put for·th the effor·t to inst i 11 in 
them, By Example, Faith in God, Love of Country and Respect 
for its institutions. 

,1 
·' ' 

.1 
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Today, as the world situation continues to dJvide and 
confuse, and we witness a constant struggle.between the 
forces of Liberty and oppression, and on the home scene 
agi t at I on and discontent, it seems. appropriate that this i =· 
a time when we should ac~uaint ourselves with the principles 
by which our Democracy conducts itself. 

The Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of 
the Un i t e d St ates, the Bi 1 1 of R i gh ts, a.1 1 . e 1 abor ate . the 
great principles upon which our present society was created. 
It takes. 1 ess than thirty minutes to read al 1 of them. In 
doing this, we shall find and understand Our Heritage. 
Because in these we shal 1 discover the principles which 
g u a r· an t e e o u r· f r· e e d om a. n d p o i n t o u t o u r· r e =· p on =· i b i 1 i t i e s . 
Here are the great privileges of American Citizenship. A 
free, independent citizen's. s t ak e in the nat i on , · 

Freedom is every American's Birthright and Freedom is 
every Amer· i c art r s Res.pons.i bi 1 i t v , l,.Jhen l,\Je take the time to 
reflect upon the meaning of our Birthright of Freedom, we 
have a better understanding of what these blessi~gs bring to 
u s . (,.1 e r e a. l i z e t h a. t " Fr e e d om i =· n c, t be i n g· f r e e f r om 
somethingJ it is being free for something." 

' . I 
I 
I 
I 
i 
l 

l 

i 
I 
I 
I 

If the honored dead could know of the events of the 
past few years and could speak briefly to us today, they 
would say, "If Ye break faith with us who die, we shall not 
sleep." 

Let us resolve that we wi l 1 keep the faith of Our 
Fathers. That we wi 11 do honor to the memory of those who 
gave their last full measure of devotion to our Country. 
When you drink of the water, don't forget the spring from 
1/Jh i ch i t fl ows .. 

I 
i 
I ., 
i 
' I 
! 
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· - · WALTER C. FISHER, 33 ° , 
6815 7th A venue West, Bradenton, Florida 34209 

,!.· TRIBUTE TO OUR FLAG 
,_ 

How can we secure our .rightful 
· place in the world, a position of 
self-respect and the respect of all 

; responsible nations'[ We must 
; realize that we cannot be Santa 
i Claus to every other country, nor 
can we be policemen attempting to 
convert age-old customs and prin­ 
ciples of foreign nations to our 

~ ways. But we should insist that 
every American understands our 
Nation's history, respects our 
government, and honors our 
glorious flag. 

13 

told. Then he called a thousand 
peoples and summoned· the bravest 
among them. They came from the 
ends of the earth, each bearing a 
gift, a faith, a hope. The excitement 
of adventure was in their eyes, the 
glory of hope and faith was in their 
souls. Out of the labor and prayers 
of men, the bounty of earth, and 

, the hopes of_ the world, God 
fashioned a nation in love, blessed _ 
it with a purpose sublime, and let 
it be called America. 
And what an America it turned 

•· ~ HE American flag is a symbol 
~ of everything that is good 

about our Country. Although 
special emphasis is given Old Glory 
on June 14, May 30 and November 
11, every day should be flag day: a 
day for all citizens to show that we 
are proud to be Americans, 
thankful that we are Americans, 
and richly blessed to have the 
glorious privilege of living in 
America. What a priceless heritage 
has been left us by those who have 
lived in this land in days gone by! 
History tells us over and over again 
of the dedication, the determina­ 
tion, the sacrifices, hardships and 
disappointments of our forebears. 
They persevered; they pledged their 
lives, their fortunes and their sacred 
honor to build in this rugged land 
a new nation, founded on the basic 
principles of faith in God, freedom, 
justice, liberty, equality; a govern­ 
ment of the people, by the people, 

and for the people. May it never 
perish from the earth! - 
What can we do today to keep 

these wonderful blessings and 
privileges intact? How can we insure 
that all these qualities will be here 
for our children and their children 
after we are gone? What greater 
legacy can we leave them than one 
of liberty, justice, freedom and all 
the rest of those priceless attributes 
which make life in America so pleas­ 
ant? Let us teach our children and 
grandchildren our history, our 
heritage, their heritage, and impress · 

- upon them not only the privilege of 
that heritage, but the responsibility 
of perpetuating the American spirit. 
Today our Nation is faced with 
awesome challenges, but sometimes 
we don't or won't face up to them. 
We are too willing to enjoy the good 
life, to take all our many blessings 
for granted with no thought of 
tomorrow. 

Let us have hope. Let us have 
faith. Let us ask God to sustain us 
for the good of all mankind. But let 
us also prepare. In the defense of 
our Nation there can be no second 
best! The· time has come to say to 
every defeatist, to every detractor of 
this Country, to every flag burner, 
to every terrorist, to every appeaser, 
"Enough is enough. The United 
States of America is the greatest 
land ori earth. There is more 
freedom here, there is moreoppor­ 
tunity here, there is more hope here 
than in any other land. You will not 
destroy her!" 

But let us concentrate on the 
positive. God built a continent of 
glory and filled it with treasures un- 

out to be! Where but in America do 
people have the freedom to do pret­ 
ty much as they please? Where but 
in America can one travel from 
coast to coast and anywhere in be­ 
tween, with no one to stop him, or 
question him, or demand identifica­ 
tion, or passes or visas? Were it not 
for the American flag there would 
be no freedom, no open gatherings 

· ·of men of good will. All that is good 
about America is represented by 
that flag. 

So the next time you see Old 
Glory waving majestically in the 
breeze, look at it reverently, thank 
God for it, and listen closely to its 
message of freedom and justice for 
all: 

12 e~ ____ 
_ ,,.- - 

~,.,...,- 

- all! ~ .... ~ - - - - - - - 



OUR AMERICAN HERITAGE 

I t h i nk it wou 1 d be a wc,nderfu 1 thing if e v e r-v 
organization in America would set a time each year to 
observe our American Heritage. 

This observance n o t in the u s u a l patriotic sense· .for 
the occasion, but because we as Americans should bring to 
our· fam i l i es, our- fr· i ends and our· communities an atAJareness 
o -f t h e n e e d f c, r· a r '=' v i lJ a 1 of t h o s e f u n dame n t a l be l i e f s an d 
historical documents that brought this country from its 
infancy to the position of leadership and greatness which t 
e n J O>'=·. A r e v i lJa. l of the tr·u 1;,, Arner· i can ,,,__,a>' o f 1 i fe. 

I : 

My talk is not a new look. 
r· ea. l i tie=·. 

It i =· a.n old 1 o ok a t new 

A few moments of reflection will remind us where we 
came from, how we got here, and where we are today. Are we 
al 1 better off today than we were fifty or a hundred years 
ago? 

I 11-1ould 1 ike tc, ta~:e )-'OU back tc, our· n et i on r s beginning 
and think with you about some of the things and events, you 
and I heard so much about in our younger years, which the 
young +o l k s t odev hear· :.o 1 it t 1 e about. Ther·e is. s,:, much to 
be told about Our America and so 1 i ttle being told. 

The happenings of the past crowd in upon us, On 
cer·tain d e y s , su c h as. Na t i on a l and Rel igic,u:. Hol i d e vs, v_ie 
become aware of the infl~ence of history. The thousand acts 
and events of the past that have formed our present and wi 11 
shape, our future. 

0 n ,Ju 1 y 4 t h f ,:, r· 
the great Ideals and 

instance, we Americans are reminded of 
the men who founded Our Freedom. 

We remember Washington, Lincoln, Webster, Jefferson, 
Fren k l in, Our· F"i lgrim Fa.ther··=· .::..nd others .. The Decla.r·ation 
of Independence, Gettysberg Address, Christmas, Easter and 
Th •=' r, k =· g i ,_.., i n g . I t i ·= v..1 e 1 l t h a t v., e s h o u 1 d r· e d e d i c -=<. t e 
o u r· s. e 1 lJ e s. , t o t h e p r· e ·=· e r· v a. t o n o f t h o s. e i d e '='· 1 s. c1. n d c1. c t i 1,1 i t i e s. 
for which they stood. 

To research into the many avenues of our government's 
beginning and these rne n rs 1 i v e s in c1. r evrar-ct i ngstudy, v . .1e 
should count it a privilege to honor their memory. 

America was founded on the unfaltering Faith in a 
De,.,, in e Be i n ,;i, so I vrou 1 d 1 i Ke to t aK e you b ac k fur· the r i n 
his t or v , 

-125- 



1,l,,I' · ....... ~, ... 

• 
--·· 
- 
I 
I 
I 

There came a Man, who said, "Never again must you allow 
a man to be shack I ed or· wh i p you. You are not chat te 1 , not 
property, not any man's beast of burden. Your souls are 
Eter·na. l an d Irnrnor- t s l • You are free men." 

I 

I 
'' ! 

I 

Th u s. i t 1/J e n t a c r· o s. s. t h e c e n t u r i e s. u n t i 1 t h e r e .c cc.me 
walking into the human story, a soul who told men, "They are 
Brothers, Sons of a Common FAther." He told them, 'to know 
the truth and the truth would make them free." He uttered 
w i s e s av l n q s , de al ing with gr·eatness an d dignity. These 
sayings were gathered in a Book. · 

And so, Our· Pi 1 gr· im FAther·s., r· i ch in Biblical Faith, 
and with these saying~ imbeded in their minds, Men put this 
Good Bo ck under· their arrn s and se t for· th in 1 i It t 1 e s.h i p s , 
across stormy seas, driven by the mighty conviction that 
nobody could make slaves of them. 

I 
Something within drove them across trackless wastes to 

an i n h c, s. p i t ab 1 e =· h or· e s. o t h ·='· t t h e )" c c, u 1 d w c, r· s. h i p God , i n a 1 I 
the dignity of freemen. 

l 

I 
Landing on that Immortal Bock, they consecrated this 

new land to the "Sovereignty of God" and the "Supreme Worth 
and l) a I u e of t he I n d i 1 • .1 i du a. I • " Thu s. a gr· e '='· t d r· e am had v,, a. s. h e d 
upon the American Continent. 

I 
I 

Those 101 people that set sai I from England across a 
stormy ocean, did more to change the world than any other 
e v e n t i n t h e h i s. t or· )' of t h e v,, or· I d . Th e f i r s. t f c, r· m c, f Fr· e e 
Government was written in the cabin of that frai 1 craft, 
"The Mayflower" known as "The Mayflower Compact" and the 
first words of that pact were, "In the. name of God." 

I 
I 

He•.Jer· befor·e h ad a nation been e st e b l i sh e d 
r·el i o i ou s and phi l o sop h i c a l basi s .. A pol i t i c al 
entity, completely new in human history. 

I\ 

I 
I 
I 
I 

on a. 
an d soc i .:, I 

H i ·= t o r· ;,.. t e a c h e s. u ·=· t h &. t v . .1 o r·· K l,.,1 ·='· s. i n d e e d c<. g I o r· i o u =· 1 p B. r t 
of the Pilgrim experience. Those brave soul~ would never 
h a '--' e s. e t s .. ;1 i 1 f o r· t h e n e L,.,1 v .. , o r I ,j , rn u c h 1 e '=· ·=· r· e m a. i n e d , h -:<. d 
t h e ;,' n ,:, t cu., .. , n e d -:<. p o s. i t i '-! e c o n c e p t i o n o f 1 .:, b o r· a. n d t o i I • 
F' a r· t i c u 1 a. r· 1 ;, me .,;,r, i n g { u 1 , mu ·=· t h -:< ,_i t' be en t h e Cl I d Tes t srne n t 
Book of Hehemiah. 

Summoning the people he pled with them to restore the 
walls of their fallen city. From near and far, men amswered 
the ca 11 t o duty. And as Nehemiah wr o t e , "The pec,p 1 e had a 
mind to work," Difficulties were many; jealousy and greed 
al 1 raised their ugly heads. But the people had a mind to 
work and work they did and the walls were consctructed and 
the go.:<. 1 met . 

I­ 
I 
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Ne h em i ah a c c u s. t om e d t o r o >' a 1 1 i v i n g , be i n g a p p o i n t e d 
Governor by the King, might have indulged himself. But 
Nehemiah proudly said, "I and my Brethern, have not eaten 
the bread of the Gov e r n or-v " And s t i 11 , this noble sou 1 
would not take advantage of his station, Keeping his fingers 
o u t of t h e p u b 1 i c p u r s e . I n c r e d i t ab 1 e bu t a dm i r ab 1 e • 

Th e r e lJJ as a s. t r· an g e · p ow e r· i n i t a 1 1 • I n 1 e s. s t h an h,J o 
centuries, this fertile s.oi 1 and intellectual climate 'has 
produced more wealth, more freedom, more human happiness 
than ever in the history of mankind. 

It is worth noting, however, the system of economics 
the Pilgrims initially employed. For the first three years 
in the New World the Plymouth Colony engaged in a form of 
c omm u n a 1 1 i "' i n g • 1,,,1 h a. t e v e r· 11,1 e a. 1 t h an d good=· c o u 1 d be f o u n d 
among them were equally shared. While employing this 
s vs t ern , t h e y almost st er-v e d to death. 

It was thus that Governor Bradford decided to dispose 
l1,1 i t h gov e r nm e n t r e s p on s. i b i 1 i t ;,' a'n d c h a. r· g e d e a c h i n d i ~., i d 1j a. 1 
colonist with looking after his own needs and Keeping 
whatever abundance he produced. The eventual results were 
that the Pilgrims had cause to give thanks to Almighty God, 
for many Known blessings. 

T h e i r· F a i t h a. n d I r1 du s t r· )·' s. e t t h e p a. t t e r· n f or· t h e 
bui !ding of this nation. 

i. 

Only as they determined not to eat the bread of the 
government did their lots prosper. 

I t 1,,1 a. s. th i -=· u n i q u e Ame r· i c .:,. n a t t i tu de of s e 1 f - r· e 1 i an c e 
that caused the Free Enterprise system to flourish. A man 
did not mind working and fighting for something 1n which he 
be l i e v e d a.nd v.,h i ch con tr i bu ted to his fr·eedom a.nd 
independence. Even the Communist world is beginning to 
r· e a l i :;: e t h i =· "'· >:: i om • 

What our country needs most today is that same 
s e 1 f - r· e l i ='· n c e . T h i ·= c o u n t r· ;,.. v.1 c<. ·=· r, o t b u i l t t, / me n 1 .. , • .1 h c, r· ,;, 1 i e d 
or, ·= om et, o d :, e l ·= e to t .:1Y e c -=<. r· e of t_ he 111 • I t 1 .. ,.1.::1. s bu i 1 t. by rr11:• ri 

t, . .1h o rel i e d on th ems.el • . .!es.. l.•Jh o d-::i.r· e d t c, ·=-h ct.p e the i r· 01,.m 

l i ,.., e ·=· • l.•J h o h a. d t h e c o u r· c1. g e t o b l a. z e n e ,., . .1 t r· a. i 1 '=· • t, . .I h o h a d 
enough confidence in themselves to take the necessary risks. 
Though the d-=<.:.i,-s 1 ook e d d ark and the .i ob 1 coked tough, it was. 
rc,l l up your sleeves men and try. 

Th i s s. e 1 f - r e 1 i an c e i s. (I u r· Ame r· i c a. n Le g a c y • 

I t i ·=· t h e ·=· e c r· e t: o ·f t h D t =· orr, e t h i n ,;i t h :::,. t =· t ct m ~' -=· 
Arri e r· i c -='· r, -~ .:1. ·::. Arne r· i c d n : . ~; orn r· c .~.;- l 1 i t i ri ,j i 1) i d 1J d. 1 i n i t i ~- +. i 1,) E' , 

other·s b ac k bon e , But wh st e v e r- it is. called, it is that 
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precious ingredient in Our National Character, one which we 
must not loose. 

Our American Free Enterprise System, under w~ich our 
country prospered and became great, was not a gift from the 
Gods, but a rich inheritance, painfully and bravely bui 1 t by 

· Freedom Loving men and women who tared. 

I be l i .e v e t h e t, u i l de r· s c, f t h i s n a t i on f e 1 t as. t h e ::,-· 
be l i eve d, that Freedom re q u i red :fr· e e men · to ac h i eve . 

No matter their former fatherland,· no matter their 
status in 1 i fe, the>' joined Amer· i ca in the ~•,1 i 1 l to wcr k . 

Those sturdy pioneers, men, women and children, from 
rnanv l e n d s, man v languce.ge-=· an c n at i on al i ties, finding the 
oppressions of government across the wa(ers too great to 
bear, were drawn if by magic, to the land of opportunity. 
Th e v we r e ,,.Ji 11 ing to endur·e gr·eat h ar-d s.h i ps , asking or. l v for· 
an unfettered chance for something better. 

/ 
l 

\ 
! 
"! 

11 
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Cover· e d 1,1.Jagon dav s 1,.<Je r· e not ho 1 i da)'=·. Te a c h i ng 
prairies to bloom wasn't play, building homes on the range 
was no picnic for wives and mothers, bringing in 1,000 head 
of c -:t. t t 1 e i =· n ·' t a 1 ·='· z >' ma. n ,· ·=· .j c, b • He r· e me n l,,1 or· k e d · h a r· de r· 
be c au se ther·e v,1a.s. mor·e to v .. 1or·k for·, an d ther·e s.t i 11 is .. 
Here women worked harder because the American home was worth 
i t and s. t i 1 1 i s .• 

:l 

Out of sticks and sod they bui 1 t the greatest nation on 
earth. Out of log c ab i n s c ame , "Government of the People, 
8 >' t h e Pe op 1 e , F c, r· t h e F' e op 1 e • " Some t i me s. I f e e 1 go,.., e r· nm e n t 

i s t a k i n g t he s t i c k s av,1.:1. ;,.. fr· om u s a. n d a. 1 1 the '=· t i c k = VJ i l 1 be 
in i,,.Jas.h i ngtc,n. 

Th e v dug the so i 1 and pl an t e d it an d so on t o ok it c,• . .!er·. 
They swore at primitive tools and invented modern ones. Men 
who once walked behind oxen in rough and roadless fields, 
now ride tractors and drive nice shining cars on flashing 
hi ghl•.,1;;,_::,,·s.. Th e se tell the st orv of Amer· i C=<.. Th ese t.e l l the 
st or» of the l nd i : . .1idui:<.l, The +orernost thought in our 
F o u n d i r, 9 F ·=' t h e r -·· ·=· m i n d ·:=. 1.,._1 ct. = " F' e r· '=· c, n ct. l Fr· e e d om ct. r, ,j F' E· r· ·= on .:,. l 
F: E· -==· p c, n =· i b i 1 i t >. , t h e s. t r·· e n g t h c, f th e I n d i t.' i du ct. l • " 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Freedom is every American's Birthright and Freedom is 
e v e r y Ame r i c an ,. s. Re '=· p on s. i b i l i t ;,.. • . • ma k e n o m i s. t a. K e ab o u t 
that . 

Fr· e e d om i =· n o t be i n g f r· e e f r· om some t h i n g , i t i s- be i n g 
free for something. 

In 1776 a. t··-lct.tior, ,_..-.1c1.=• b orri , dE·dica.ted to the p rop o s i tion 
t h •=' t c1. l 1 m E· n a. r E· c r· e ·='· t e d e q u ·=' l • 
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A small group of farmers "fired shots heard arou~d the 
world. We never gave up the ship. When .in the course of 
human e v e n t s, Not one cent for· tribute, mi 11 ions for· 
defense. We held our fire ti I 1 we saw the whites of their 
eyes. Of the people, by the people, for the people." Great 
words, soul stirring words, to echo down the corridors of 
time. But in-between these Historic Moments we went back to 
the Job of building America. 

Fifty five men met on September 17, ·1787 and 
deliberated almost four months before there was agreement to 
the Constitution. These wise pitriots who framed the 
Constitution were sworn to secrecy and met under locked 
doors and were instructed by Washington to adopt "Only 
wh a t VJe cu r s.e l v e s bel ie~.•e in, or- hm,,1 else can 1.A.1e defend it." 

There was bitter argument and each delegate found 
objections to many features of the Constitution. Agreement 
was reached however because all recognized the need for 
c on s. o I i d a. t i on of t h e st a t e s i n c, r de r· t o p r· c:, t e c t t h e f r e e d om 
of a 11. And s.,:, it i '=· ,.,._r i th us. todr.<.Y, in orde r- t o h av e 
Freedom for a 11 , each of us must give up sorne ind i ,,, i du s] 
L i be rt;.., . 

r 
j 
l 

The/ h ad e st ab l i shed a ne,.,..i pr inc i p 1 e in the ,., . .or- l d. 
l.,J i th con f i dent be 1 i e f i n De, . .., i n e F'r· 01,.1 i den c e , they h •=<.d 
instituted a government whose p~Ners came from the consent 
of the go~.ierned. 

I t ~,1 as. j us. t a. 1 i t t 1 e c, \.! e r· 2 0 0 ye ·='· r· s. ago t hat ct. sm a 1 1 
group of men met and conceived a dream as to what kind of 
nation this should be. They enscribed that dream in writing 
and it simply stated that this was to be a nation that 
" E '=· t e1. b 1 i s. h e d .Ju '=· t i c e , I n ·=· u r· e d t he D orn e =· t i c Tr· an q u i 1 i t ;,' , 
Provided for the Common Defense, Promoted t~e General 
Welfare, and Secured the Blessings of Liberty, for ourselves 
"'· n d f or· o u r p o s. t e r· i t / . " 

Tod :<. / l.•,1 e a. s. I< o u r· ·=· e 1 1..1 e s. t, . .1 h ·=' t h a.·=· h a. p p e n e .d t o t h ·='· t d r· e am . 

Vie· rnu t u al l:~· r.11ed9e to each oth,?r·, "Our· 1 i v es, Dur 
f or· t. u r, ,:- ·=· , a. n d Cr u r· :_::; ·='· c r· e ,j H c, n o, · , " ::; o e n ,j ·=· t h e De c l ·=' r· a t i on c, f 
I n ,j e ~• e n d e n c e . 

Our Founding Fathers had many differences, but they 
agreed on one things, "Their Sacred Honor," 

I n 1.,,1 i 1 1 i am G 1 e1. d s. tone ,· s. v,, or· d =· , " The Ame r· i c e1. n 
Constitutions is the most wonderful works ever struck off at 
a given time by the mind and purpose of a man." 

While signing the document, Washington said, "Should 
t h e s t ·='· t E· s r· e ..i e c t t h i ·=· e >:: c e 1 l e n t C cir: s t i t u t i ,:, r, , t h ,:;, 
pr ob ab i 1 i t ;,' i s. th -3. t an opp or· tun i t :,· 11.J i l n e ,,, er aga. i n o f fer· to 

., 
., I ., 
I! 
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make another in peace, the next will be drawn in blood. 
These man had sought and found a place where they ~ould 
w or s. h i p God an d 1 i v e a c c or d i n g t o t h e d i c t a t e s. of t h e i r c,v.m 
conscience. 

Have we forgotten the sacrifices and heroic commitments 
of such men as Wa.sh i ngton, Frankl in, Revere, .Jefferson,· 
Madison, Monroe, Randolph, Patrick Henry and innumerable. 
others? They gave up their comforts, their physic~l 
security, their very homes, to bear arms and more 
importantly to bear witness 'for what they knew was right and 
t r u e • Ye s , a t i mm i n e n t h a z a r· d t o t h e i r· l i v e s. , t h e ;,· _s t o o d u p 
and were counted, knowing that if the Revolution had failed, 
they would have been hanged as traitors to the British 
Cr own • 

t 
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As in particular, let us consider with veneration the 
contribution made by the women of the Colonies from the 
start. Under what primitive conditions did they bear their 
children. How hard they labored to re~r such stalwart sons, 
who wc,uld s.e rv e O•Jr Cou n t rv ,,..,1i th 5.0 much d i st i n c t i on , Hc,1,, . .1 
much courage and devot.ion they possessed to help their men 
c a r· r· y on s. o ') a 1 i 2<. n t 1 )' • 

In hon6ring Our Founding Fathers, let us extend to Our 
Founding Mc,ther·s., their· full sh are of br e. .. >er·;,' art d p rof ou n d 
gr· at i tu de • 

Th e s. e p '='· t r· i c, t s. 1,,,1 e r· e v.1 i l 1 i n g t o p ·='· ::,' t h e p r· i c e • 
knew that "Freedom is not Free." 

The>' 

It is about time we regained our sense of history. It 
is time we summoned the courage, displayed by Our Founding 
F a t h e r 5. i n , ... ,, r· i t i n ,;:, t h e C o n s. t i t u t i on . I t i s. t i m e t o r· e k i n d 1 e 
in ourselves and in our children, the old-fashioned way of 
p a t r· i o t i ·=-m , '='· bu r· n i n ,;i r· e ·='· l i z t i or, t h B. t " Fr· e e d om i 5. n ,:, t Fr· e e • " 

A f c.<. r· mo r· e 1_.,.,1 i ·=· e r po l i t i c :< l p h i l o sop he r· ·,j e ,: 1 ·='- r· e d , " The 
deterioration of ever; gouernment begins with the decay of 
the pr i r, c I p 1 e ·=· up on l,.,h i ch i t v.•-:< ·=· f ou n ,je d, .::1.n ,j i t ·::. p e op 1 e no 
lor,ger r·emi::·mt,er·." :;;:,:, let us. ,;ic, fc,r-i.,.,1.=,,·d v.,1ith F.::i._it.h, Cour·c1.1;)E-, 

::::: t r e n g t h '='- n ,j 1 .• ,J i l 1 • T h i s. i ·= t h e 1 ·=' ·=- t t, e = t h op e o f t h e l,,, or· 1 d 
.:f. n d i n t h e n c1.m e of (3 o d 1 '=' t ··· s. k e E· p i t th c1. t ,,,.,12y • 

When you drink of the water, don't forget the spring 
from which it flows. 

·1 
} 

I 
I 

.~. 
.1 

J 

0 u r· t-~'-='· }' of 1 i f e i s Ou r He r· i t a 9 E· 1 1,.,1 e e<. r e c o n t i n u '='· l 1 >1 
c r· o s. ':::- i ri g t, r· i d ,;i >? ·= t, u i l t b / c, t h e r ·=- . 

Th i '=· i s. '=' f,J '=' t i on p e op l e -=' 1 1 c, 1 • .1 e r t h E· l-•J or· l d 1 c, ri g t o c c,m e 
to. You and I are here. 
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The n e x t time you are ou t turning the soi 1 in >:our· 
garden, think about the following beautiful words by Hobart 
Fr-an k s, 

Today, I picked a clod from yard, broke it, and as it 
s i f t e d through my finger·s, I re a l ized for the first time, 
that this was more than just dust, this was truly a tiny 
piece of America. 

I own e d a r ar- e tr ea su re , a bi t of the on 1>' soi 1 1 e ft i n 
the world today, where a man can stand free and unafraid, I 
was standing on a piece of America, a few feet around and·a 
thousand mil es deep! Her·e a.1 one in all the wor I d could I 
build my future, knowing that it would be secure, and rear 
my children with the assurance that they and their children, 
could enjoy that same security. 

I could stahd on my pieced of America, think freely and 
say what I thought, do what I pleased, shrink from no man, 
and cal 1 upon whatever God I chose, 

Three deeds protect my land. One is locked in my 
strong box, a purchase deed. The others are enshrined and 
locked in the hearts of every Arne~ican, The Declaration of 
Independence an d the Constitution. 

I am a fortunate man, the-indisputable owner of my own 
l i f e , a. n d of t h e 1 an d on lAJ h i c h I 1 i ,__. e i t . I AM At---l AME F: I CAt·•.J . 

I 
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F'la.ces. I h-:<.1._1e given this. t al k: 
North Platte Rotary 
North Platte Kiwanis 
North-Platte Masonic Temple 
North Platte Optimist Club 
Oga. l 1 -:< 1 a. F:o t -:1.r y 
Broken 8~~ Rotary 
Neosho, Missouri Rotary 
Fredonia, Kansas Rotary 
Cozac Rot.:1.r·>·· 
Mc Cook F'.o t .:;.r- >" 
A r r, ,:, 1 d F: ,:::, t_ .::;·_ r· :·,· 
t·lc C',:11:,1.: t.: i ,..,., =<.n i ·= 
1 .. ,.1.,:, ,;in e r , f; ,:, u t h D c1. K o l: =' ~:: i v..1 c<. r, i =· 
Columbus, Nebraska Kiwanis 
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Leg missing for 61 years pops up in archives 
Navy aviator No. 1 
Lt. T.G. Ellyson's 
notes on A-1, A-2 
B_y Kim Vincent 
Tiinea staff WTi1« 

WASIDNGTON - Found: OM 

naval aviation flight log, dated 
June 1911, written by Lt. Theo­ 
dore G. Ellyson, Hammondsport, 
N. Y For rrwre information, call 
Richard uon Doenhoff at the U.S. 
Archives in Washington, D.C. 

Von Doenhoff, a human card 
catalog for historical Navy re- 

l' cords, had never bothered to flip 
through the cardboard-covered 
book entitled "1911, Log of Pen­ 
sacola Air Station." After all who 

,, _ would have suspected the title 
: was v>Tong? 

Then, while leafing through die 
book in research recently, it 
dawned on the archivist that he 
held the 77-year-old original log of 
the A-1 and A-2, written by Navy 
aviator No. 1 himself: Lt. T. G. 
"Spuds" Ellyson. 

l,. _ "I was just_ loo.king thro~gh 
1t ... then I said, Whoa, wait a 

• minute. That was the first flight'. 

"I've been down in that stack 
area for 25 years," he said. "I just 
never happened to look at it." 

-~ t,. 
' . 

l ,,,,..,,/ 
r 

-~=-.:. ·,~,,, .:. ,/'--~~ ,;1,.,:\.,(1 
; 

Aeroplane pioneer: Ellyson, arouno 1911, was photographed at the controls of a Curtiss Pusher aircraft · 

Von Doenhoff believes the log 
has been missing about 61 years 
because he found a note attacned 
to the inside cover, "Received 
from Naval Air Station Pensacola, 
Jan. 1927." Having mistaken the 
note for the book's content, an ar­ 
chive worker probably rnistitled it 
when it arrived, he said. 
Lindsley Dunn, curator of the 

Glenn H. Curtiss Museum in 
Hammondsport, N.Y. - where a 
copy of the "supposed" A-1 log 
sits - believes von Doenhoff is 
right. 
According to historians' rumor, 

said Dunn, "Ellyson actually - re­ 
created or copied his log book 
from the original" which was be­ 
lieved to be missing and might 
have been destroyed. 

Consequently, what historians 
have been using to write history 
may only be Ellysori's reprinted 
version, he said. 

Additionally, the rumor goes. 
Ellyson had abridged his copied 
version to eliminate things that 
weren't very important t-0 him, 
Dunn said, In comparing excerpts 
from his copy to excerpts frou, the 
new found book read over the 
telephone, Dunn said, "these 

9 things obviously don't match," 
Interestingly, the "abridged" 

copy doesn't include the one epi­ 
sode that makes Ellyson most 

~ LOG next page 

···J-• .......... 

!n the log, Ellyson often made 
reference to Glenn H. Curtiss, de-­ 
Eigner of the aircraft, coach and 
friend to Ellyson, and competitor­ 
of the Wright brothers. 
The same aggravation and per­ 

server a nee shown in antique. 
black-and-white film clips of early 
test-pilots is evident throughout 
the Ir~ ... . _Ill ..__..__ 



OUR AMERICA 

. . . 
Th e f o 1 1 01,,..1 i n g i s p a r· t c, f a t c1. 1 k I g av e · t o. , '=· e v e r a 1 

organ i z a ti on s ~ 

It would be a gr·ea.t.s.er·vice to _our· c oun t r-v H 
organizations would set aside a time each ~e•r to observe, 
"Our American Heritage." This observance,. n6t in_ the usual 
patriotic sense for ·the occasion but becaus~ we as members 
should bring to our friends, and our communities, a revival 
of those fundimental principles and historical documents 
that brought our country from its ihfancy to its position of 
leadership and greatness it enjoys. · 

I 1 i l<e t o r·ead and r·el i 1,u1 those moments v,1i th those 
sturdy pioneers who had understanding in their hearts for 
o t h e rs .. 

,, 
t 

. ' 1 , 
. I 
I 

I 
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The foremost. thing in our Founding Father's mind~· was, 
" Pe r· s c, n a 1 Fr· e e d om an d Pe r· son a 1 Re s p on s i b i 1 i t y , t. h e s t r· e n g t h 
in the l n d i v i du el v " "Out o f sticks. and so d , the>' built the 
greatest nation on earth." Out of log cabins came 
"Government Of The People, By The Pebple, For The People," 
Somehow now days, I feel government is taking the sticks 
a1 .. ,,1.:1. ;,.. f r· om u ·=· • 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

C o '/ e r· e d kl a go n [) c1. }"=· 1,, . .1 e r· e n ··· t h o 1 i d c1. ;.- s. • T '=' a c h i n g p r a. i r· i e -~ 
to bloom wasnJt play. Bui !ding homes on the prairies was no. 
picnic for wives and mothers. Here men and women worked 
h a. r· de r· be c a.1J s. e t he Amer· i c a. n h om e v,1 c1. s. w or· t. h i t , a. n d s. t i 1 1 i s .. 

As I 1 o ok out over the 1 an dsc ap e , 1 ac e d it o qe t h e r- v:_,i th 
wondrous highways and a patchwork of fertile and abundant 
fields, I cannot hlep but wonder at the effort. of our older 
men and womi?n that must have gone into the clearing of the 
land two centuries ago, Once upon a time in America, such 
h ·='· r· d 1.,.1 or· K ,.,._1 a.·=· :=-'· p a r· t of 1 i f e , on e . of t h e p 1 e a.·= u r· e ·=· c1. n d 
-=· c1. t i s. f -:<. c t i o n ·=· o f 1 i 1 • .1 i n 9 . T o d a ::,-- , i t s. e e m ·=· t o t r· Y g e t t i n 'd t h e 
rno s.t r.•-="/ +or the le.:1.::-t 1,.1,:,r·k. Attitude·::1 not· op p or-t un i t i e s. 
is changing America. 

I 
I 

1...J h ·='· t. ,:, u 1·· c c, u n t r ::•' n e e ,j ·= m ,:, ·= t t h e =· e d ·='· ::,' ~- i '=· " :; E· 1 -f 
F'.i? l i ar.c e v " Th 1 ·=· cour, t rv 1.,-'•='·= not built b:~ .. men 1..-,1ho r·i? 1 i ed on 
s. orne t, o d / e 1 s. e · t ·='· k i n ,;i ,: ct. r· e of th em . I t ,_..._1 ct. s. bu i 1. t b ;,· men v.1 h c, 
r· e l i e ,j t, n t h erns e l v e '=· • l•J h c, d sr e d t o s hs p e the i r· ot•.m 1 i v e s ? 
Who had the courage ~o blaze new trails? Who had enough 
confidence to take the necessary risks? Though the days 
l cok e d dar·k and the J ob l ook e o tough, it was. "Rol 1 Up Your 
Sleeves Men and Try,h 

i' 

I 
I 
l 
L 

- Thi'::. Self-Pel i e.n c e i<::. our Am'='r·i,:a.r, Lega.C}', It is. the 
secret of that something that stamps Americans as Americans. 
That precious ingredient which we must not lose. 
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A LITTLE BOY'S ESSAY ON ANATOMY 

• • '• 
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Your head is kind of round and hard and your brains are 
.. in it and your· h a i r- is on it. Your face is in +ron t wher·e 
you eat .. 

Your neck is what keeps your head off your shoulders;. 
which are sort of s.h e l v e a wh e r e you hook your shoul_der· 
s t r-ap s . 

Your· s t ome c h i:- sc,mething 1,1,Jhich if >'ou don't eat. often 
e n o u g h or t c, c, mu c h , i t h u r- t =· •. I f i t 11-.1 a. s n ,· t f or· me a 1 t i me , 
little boys would never stop eating. 

Your spine is a long bone in your back w~ich keeps you 
from folding up. Your back is always behind you no matter 
which way you turn. 

. ! 

Your arms, you got to have to pitch with and so you can 
reach the biscuits~ Your fingers stick out o~ your hands so 
you can scratch, throw and curve and add 'ri thmetic. 

Yciur legs is what you get to get to first base. Your 
feet are what you run on and your toes are what get stubbed. 

And t h a t is. al I ther·e i: to ;~'OU ex c e p t yc,ur· t n s i des and 
I ain't seen THEM YET. 

_;;, . ·-. 
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YOU'VE GOT POWER I 

i , 
l 

I took a piece of plastic clay 
And idly faihicined it one dayf 

And 'a<:. my finger:<:. p r e s s.e d it, s t i 11 
It bent and Yielded to m>·· 1,,1i 11. 

I came again whin days were past. 
The bit of clay wa~ hard at last; 

M >' e a r· 1 y i mp r e =· '=· s t .i 1 1 i t b or e , 
And.I could chinge its form no more. 

You take a piece of 1 i v i n q c l av 
And gently ~orm it day by day; 

Molding with your power and art; 
A young boy's soft and yielding heart. 

You come again ~hen days are gone, 
It i =· a. man you 1 o ok ·upon; 

· You r· €' ce. r· 1 >' i mp r· e '=· ·=· =· t i 1 1 i t b or· e , 
You co~ld change him n~vE-r more. 

***** .-· .. 
A 1 1 t h e 1., .. 1.::<. t e r· i n t h e t,,1 or· 1 d , 
No matter how hard it tfiedi 
Could never sink a ship, 
Un t e ss it gc,t in<:ide. 
A 1 1 the tr ou b 1 e. i n. the i,,,1or· 1 d, 
The blackest kind of sin, 
Ce.n n o t hur· t v ou one 1 ea.st bit, 
Un 1 e '=·=· >'OU l et i t i n . 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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