THE BIG HOUSE
by Mre. Guy Thompson

Drive down a shady setreet in moet any little town, and
there sitting back from the thoroughfare will be an old
home, perhapse a pretenticus home of brick or stone that
captures the attention of the curious passer-by. To
recidents of the community, it holds no mysetery, and its
history to them may seem commonplace.

But what & ctory the walle of any home that haz stood a
half century or more could tell. What gay parties they have
tooked down upony what beautiful bridese have descended their
broad stair cases, what heartbreaking cobe have those walls
heard.
ic, and certainly most
de wacant. Ite windows
ts porches are uncswept
grown high in the
te walks in the winter.

There is something almost tragi
pathetic about an old home that stan
stare forlornly at the pascser-by. 1
and broken. The grass and weeds are
summer time, and drifted snow cloge i

I¥ houses had soule, how they would hate the clutfer
into which they f&all unused,

A most pretenticue houcse waz the home on south Colfax
ctreet built more than 30 years agoe by Judge Crawford. Mozt
of the bricke which ftorm the 12 and 128 inch walls were made
in the West Point brick yard., They still stand +firm and
strong.

Here Judge Cratord and hics family lived. Miss Mar was
a music teacher, and many of the matrons of cur town todasy
can remember going to the house to take pianc lessones.

Later the property came into the possecssion of A.L.
Krause and the entire block which surrounded it wae laid out
in beautiful gardens, Unusual .shrubs and a large variety of
trees were cet cut. There are but few of the great variety
tiving.,. @A northern coffee berry tree stands northwest of
the home. A sycamcore and an ancient elm guard the front

entrance, and a linden tree, with its sweet scented blossoms

shades the front porch.

In the northeast of the block are stately cedar treesz.
Cne of them has rvielded to the urge of nature,and continued
strong windes from the north, so that &11 of ite branches
paint to the south.,

In the btranches of the other trees, the boye of many
generations have played,
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The home has now become an apartment house. Its
grandeur departed, the houce <til hae many thinge of

interect; the beautiful ctained glase windows on the landing
in the front hall; the braonze maiden that holde aloft the
light on the newell post: and to decscend to the practical
side of life, the huge bath tub in the cecond flcor bath
room.

The basement, now modernized, <til)l holde a chain of
small rooms that would challenge Agatha Christie or Mignon
Eterhardt with mystery cetting. Fourth in the chain of
owners is W.W. Ellyson.

Fecidence lote have been csold to the eact and west, a
strip to the north i€ in the hands of another cner. But the
houce <till ctandse remcte from the streete to challenge the
interest of the curicues and to etimulate the memories of
those who have had happy houre beneath ite roof.

l
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NORETH FLATTE, NEEBRASKA

In 19228 our cales had grown to over $%2,000, more than
double what they were when 1 came to West Foint.

In March 19239, 1 received a wire from New York,
offering the Morth FPlatte store, population 12,000 cales
volume $141,000 ... wire your answer. My first thoughts
were Weet Point with a population of 2,500 and Narth Flatte
with a population of 12,000, only deoing $70,000 more, Juct
what would I be qgetting inte. I talked to Mr. Prussa,
district manager and he said it would ke a challenge and
opportunity. We thought of it cver night and wired I would
accept,

Fred Hennie, the manager, had been i1l for cometime and
had passed away.

I left for North Flatte by train, March 27th, the twine
birthday, and the same day 1 joined the Company at Columbus.
Three bhig evente in our lives on March Z27th.

Arriving in NMorth FPlatte, I walked to the etore which
then was at 108 East Sth Street. Ae 1 entered the staore and
set m¥ suitcase down, I can never forget the big smile and
greeting I got from Don Bell, acsictant manager as he came
up the aisle to meet me. Don had arrived only two monthe
before. In the next few dawe, I came to realize I had
inherited another big problem in house cleaning, not only in
merchandice, but personnel. Don Bell proved to be one of
the most capable men I have had the pleacsure of working
with. At the end of the wear, I only had two of the
original employvees left, Don Bell and Dorn Hunt. Many of the

mployeese resigned and cthers were replaced,

I returned to Weet Point the following weekend and MNada
came back to look for & houcse. Mre., Hennis had decided teo
move to California when school was ocut and coffered to rent
her home to ue with an option to buy if che decided to sell.
We rented the house and waited until school waes out to move,
Later che decided to cell and we bought the home for $4,800.

I received a letter from MNew York complementing me on
the ctock in the West FPonit store, that the rew manager and
district manager accepted the stock 100¥%. It cure wasn’t
the cace in North FPlatte., The D.M. never showed up and I
had to take the loes in mark-downe to clean stocks.

Qur eales climbed from $1&1,000 to $225,000 that firct
year. I received a one-third contract, however due to heavy
markK-downes and sales promction my comp check wasn’t <o good
that first vear. The focllowing y»ears, North Platte was a
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goad protit store. Our largest volume in cales was $644,000
and at today’=s prices this would be around 2,500,000,

I had & room at the McCabe hotel until we moved after
school sometime in May. I took the train a few weeks ends
to West Faoint and Nada came back with me ceveral times.

The Chamber of Commerce gave me a big welcome as well
as many businecs men. There was no Liane Club in North
Platte and thanks to a letter from the Lions Club at West
Foint, I was invited to Jjoin the Rotary Club.

In 1944 we moved ocur store to the corner of Sth and
Dewey which gave use a larger and better location.

North Platte has been wery good to ocur family in many
wars and we are so happy and thankful we have had the
opportuniy to make 1t our Ffuture life and home.

I have cerved as director and on ceveral committees of
the Chamber, chairman of the United Fund, and elected
directar of the Mutual Building and Loan. Later when Mutual
merged with Commerical Federal of Omaha, I continued to
serve as Adviccory Director from 1981 to 1584,

Qur family are members of the Presbyterian Church and I
served as Elder., I belong to Platte Valley Lodge, Master
Maszaons, Tehama Shrine, Past Commander Knighte Templer, 22nd
degree and Facst Saverign of Shilo Conclave Red Cross of
Constantine at Alliance, Nebraska.




THE CAEIN

’

In 1952 we bought a cabin at Lake Maloney which is
seven and one half milee <outh of Naorth Platte.

NMada and I were invited out to Harcld and Florence
Wiecs’e cabin on the lake one evening. We enjowed it so much
and all the thinge the lake had to offer that we decided to
have a place of our own at the lake.

The next maorning Harold and I lookKed at several cabins
that were for cale. That noon at Rotary lYuncheon at the
Fawnee Hotel I mentioned to Shike Sievere I was locking for
a cabin at Lake Maloney. ShikKe told me that John Knicely
wae leaving North Flatte and hie cabin was for eale. Just
then I saw John walk in the door to the lobby., 1 got up and
contacted him, arranging to ses the cabin that evening. We
made the deal for $£3,000.

It waen’t too much of & cabin but a wanderful location
on the lake, with good possibilities, It was a place to
ctart and we were happy with our dezl.

With Ed and Nadine living here and Gerry, Wolcott,
Donna and Jim, lote of good help was available., The {fun of
epending their vacations here with ue was wonderful for all.
It was a great place for the grandchildren to cwim and
ernjoy,

Our firet plans were *o modernize the cabin so they
could stay there as much as poscsible. Several of our close
neighbore went together and put in a well and water cyvetem,
to each of cur cabine, then kitchen and bathroom facilities
From then on it was an ewver ending improvement which I am
sure we all enjored. Enclosing tie porch, barbecue grill,
cide walke, boat and boat houce and a &0 foot boat dock for
fiching and swimming. Killing the =anbure, getting blue
gracse ctarted, water system, croquet, minature golf cource
and swings. One winter Ed and I knotty pined the living
room. We hired very little carpenter help except to put in
windows,

The cabin was at last modern as far as cur needs were
concerned. @A Kitchen, bathroom, living room and bedrcom ...
it was a Jjoy to epend time there, which we did o many
eveninge. The nice thing about it was & labor of love,
alwayes finding comething to do and improve happinecs and
bring cur whaole families together. Many of our
grandchildren learned to swim and eki at the cabin.

After many of them were agrown and qgone it became

a
little tco much for Mom and I to take care of, <o we eold it
for #$22,3500.

wiils
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THE FAMILY

Nada and our three daughtercs have a1l been very active
in their community.

Nada was well Known for her church and civic
activities. She cerved ac Lincoln County Chairman of the
American Cancer Crucsade; served 3,000 hours with the Pink
Ladies at the hospital; served many years with Job’s
Daughters. Nada was a Past Worthy Matron of Signet Chapter,
0.E.S.; Past Precident of S.0.0.B.; Daughters of the Nile;
and Past Precsident of AK, F.E.C.

The girlse were all been active in Job’s Daughtercs,
their church and school, Donna hae & beautiful wvoice,
participating in echocl preograms. She cang "The Lord’s
Prayer" at the Church Memcrial Service on "D" Day. It was
recorded by KODY Radic. Geraldine and Nadine seemed to
cocdinate their activitiee, being Majorettes in the high
school band and cymbal twirlers in the Legion Drum and Bugle
Carp. They were chocsen as DeMaolay State Sweehearte at the
DeMotay conventicon at Alliance, Nebraska.

After gradoating from high schoal they went to
Lindenwood College for one year. Donna aleo went to the
Unviersity of HNebraska after graduating. While the girls
were in high school they usheres at the theatre. The twins
both looked and drecced alike and it wase a myetery ta many
how one usher was able to be coming up cne aisle and =
second later going dowun ancther aicle.

Following their year at Lindenwood, Geraldine worked in
Larry Martin’e office and Nadine at Dixon Jewelry store.
Donna worked for the Telephone Company.

The f&all of 1942, Geraldine and Nadine were interviewed
by an agent of the F.E.I. and were given a job in the finger
print department in Washington, D.C. This wase quite an
experience in their lives,

Tommy Carroll, whom Nadine had gone with in high
school, was in the Air Force, stationed at Grenada,
Miceiccsippi. When he wae on leave he came to Washington and
they were married, June €, 1942, HNadine regicsned her Jjob
with the F.E.I., and they lived in Grenada. They lived
there only a chort time when Tommy’'s plane was in calligion
with anather plarne. He wase Killed July 17, 1943. Tommy had
called his folke that his plane would be on a training
flight and would land at the MNorth Platte field on Saturday
night. Nada was at the store that night when Nadine called
ue and told ue what had happened. We went tc the airport
and gave the message to Tommy’e father and mother.
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Nadine waes living at home with us when "Little Tommy",
Thomas William Caroll, was born 14 March 1944. He was our
great joy. I finally had & football player. When they
would come to the store to pick me up evenings, as little
Tommy entered the store he would alwaye call cut, "Grandpa."
Nadine went to vieit Gerry at Gage, Oklahoma after Chricstmas
and left Tomy with Nada and I. He became i1l New Year’e
evening. We rushed him to the hospital where he passed away
January 2, 1948. Nadine was able to get & private plane and
arrived shortly before he passed away. I missed his call
"Grandpa" for a long time.

bihern Nadine recigned her job with the F.B.I. to get
married, Geraldine resigned alsoc. She came home, not
wanting to ltive in Washington alone. After a few months,
she accepted a job at the Warren Air Base in Cheyenne,
Wyoming. She had worked there only a few monthe when che
called us caying she had been to the doctor. She had an
acute appendicitie and needed an operation at cnce. She
arrived home that evening by train and was cperated on that
evening.

A Naval Airforce Training Station was located here in
North Flatte, run by John Clinch, instructor. Geraldine did
nct care to return to Warren Air Base and took a positon in
the office for Mr. Clinch. It was here where she met
Wolcatt Burkeholder who had transfered from active Navy duty
tc the Air Corp. Wolcott’s home was at Carlsbad, New
Mexica. They were engaged later and atter the war was over
they were married on June 25, 1944, They made their home in
Carlebad and atter cometime, Wolcott joined the F.F.A. and
they lived in Gage, Oklahoma; Imperial, Nebraska; El Paszo,
Texas; Midland, Texas and last in Fort Worth, Texas.

Donna worked for Northwestern Bell & couple years and
wae then married to Jamee L. Ward of Scottebluff, Nebraska.
They were married at the Fresbyterian Church on October 17,
1949, They liwved in Lincoln while Jim finiched hie senior
year at the Unviersity., They then joined the J.C. Penney
Company at Clarinda, Iowa. Later they were trancsferred to
Laramie, Wyoming where Terry wasz born. They then
transferred to Englewcod, Colorado, WNorth Kansase City and to
Fredonia, Kansas where he was made manager. After a
fewyears at Fredania they were moved to Neocsho, Micsouri
where they now live after retiring from the Company in 1983,
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RETIREMENT

My retirement with the J.C. Penney Co. was July 1,
1958, In May we were invited to New Yark for our settlement
of stockse, annuities and other benefits, plus a week of
wonderful entertainment ... the best shows, restaurants,
Yankee Stadium, a boat trip around Manhattan Island and the
Statue of Liberty.

The fircst morning we stepped out of our hotel, hailed a
taxi and tald him 330 West 34th Strett., He replied, "You
better walk. It‘s only twe blocke."

lle met with the Executives and other persconnel, many I
had Known before, who were wonderful to help with anything
we could want. A buyer took us toc get a mink stole and see
the manufacturing of drecsces where Mam ordered a couple
dresses.

The firet morning we came down to breakfast, a couple
were locokKing at us and waved for us to come to their table.
It was Casey and Sarah Jones from Modecsta, California.

Casey had been tformer D.M. and had been located in New
York., We juet cseemed to hit it off together. What a thrill
we had going places. We met with them at several
conventiaons of the H.C.5.C. and Kept in touch at Christmac.
Both have passed away at this time,

[vU

On cur return home, we stopped off at Geneva, New York
te visit with Don and Ina Bell. Don was manager of the
store there and my former acssicstant manager. They took us
to Buffalo, New York and Niagara Falls.

In Jurne cur etore employees gave us a retirement party
at the Country Club. Nadine, Ed, Donna, Jim and Gerry were
all with us. Wolcott had left for El Faco, Texas, their new
assignment and home. -

It was €0 good to cee and be with <o many of my long
time ascaciates, managers and friends. They presented us
with gifte and scrap bock which we treacure through the
yeare,

Following my retirement, Mom and 1 had made plane to do
some traveling, visit friends and see more of our land with
time on cur hande.

It wasn't long before cur community called to head the
United Fund drive. Mavor Roy Keenan appinted me to fill a
vacancy on the City Courcil. @&t the next city election,
Nada and 1 were visiting friends at Mesa, Arizona, when I
received a call from North Flatte asking me to run for
Mayor. I told them I would be home in a couple weeks and
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‘william W (Bill) '
honored Wednesday by the
! Rotary Club:as the: recipient’ of,
. Harris Fellow, sy i)
' (;The award, named after
’ is who' founded; Rotary.in
’{"ﬁs‘eﬁ;s=!afidonation,,_‘o,f,"s‘l, b :
| club to the Rotary Foundation. Rotary
i Foundation fellowships ;annually provide
for:an interchange of over.100 graduate,
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' Platte Rotary.C
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ELLYSON:
lAward recipient:’ '

He is an elder in the ‘First . United
‘Presbyterian Church and has,ﬁserved on
the North Platte Airport. Authorxty

board: since 1965, RN

Ellyson, a native of Neéw Castle, was|
emloyed by the J.C. Penney. Co. from|
1927 until his retirement in 1958, He and,
. his, wife;Nada have three daughters.

4l

| has been elected district Gover-
nor -of . Western Nebraska Rotary

| Hastings. Ellyson and S. E. Tor-|
. | geson of Kimball were candidates.

it—Ellyson has long been- active in'

‘| cluded Elmer  Schrag, : Chris Ro-

/
Nam . il
-Rofary

; mn of North Platte

Clubs in a weekend session: at

North Platte was chosen as the’
scene of the next district confer-
ence to be held next April,

Rot_au'y work and civic affairs of
various types. ‘He was manager
of the J. C. Penney store here
from 1939 to 1958 when he retired.
He has served on the North Platte
City Council and on the Chamber
of Qommerce board of directors,
He is a director of Mutual Build-
ing and Loan,
_ Rotarians from here attend-
ing the conference at Hastings in-

senberg; James A d a ms, M. | E;}
Crosby, Robert Brown, Don: Rey-
nolds; Jr., :and * Ellyson, "'va'osbyil
and Adams: are formergovernors.
I, Also making; the trip_.to Hast:
ings‘were Mesdames Schrag, Ad-
ams; Crosby and Ellyson. *.- 4t}
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would give my ancswer. When we arrived home thic article had
appeared in the Telegraph newspaper:

"Contecst for Mayor Possible

Fetitione are being circulated today to put the name of W.W,
Ellvson, second ward councilman, on the balloct as a
candidate for mayor. A backKer of the drive to "draft"
Ellysan told the Telegraph today about fifteen men are
circulating the petitions, becaucse we think he is a good man
for the job. When Ellyson returns it will be his privilege
to accept the nomination or decline. Ellyeon ie out of town
and i= expected back Saturday."”

I declined the nomination for mayor because of my
relationship with Mayor Keenan who appointed me to the
council. We were both on the Board of Directors of Mutual
Building and Lecan., I was relected to the council for
another term. After cerving on the council, I was appointed
by Mayor Huebner to fil1l a vacancy on the Airport Authority,
which I held until 1985, At that time I did not want to run
for re-election, after eighteen yearz of service to the
Authori ty.,

I wase President of ocur Rotary Club in 1944-1%947., In
1742, Nerth Platte Rotary Club placed my rname in nomination
for District Governor at the coming conference of Dicstrict
363, in Hastings, Nebraska. This to me was a great honor,
to be asked by the men who Knew me best to be Dicstrict
Governor of Rotary Internatonal., I was elected and the
later part of May, Nada and | attended the Internaticnal
Assemby for all District Governore from 156 countries and
aeographical regicone arcund the world at Lake Placid, New
YarkK. There were twenty governors in my aroup, eleven from
the United Staedz and nine from foreign countries. This was
a qgreat epxerience in fellawship and instruction. Many of
us have oeern together at future International Conventicne.

Orn July 1st, I took cver my duties as District
Governor. Nada and I had the pleasure of viegiting the 32
clubs in our District S62. Several timee were were called
back for ditferent occcasione. The Rotary-Anne alwayrs had
parties for Nada which she enjoyed so much, makKing so many
friende.

] wae aleo made a "Paul Harrie Fellow" by a donation of
$1,000 to the Rotary Foundation by the North Platte Rotary
Clubtr.

I have the pleacsure of inducting new members intoc
Rotary and to date I have inducted 118 new members intc the
North Flatte Club since 197&,

We enjored our firet home in MNorth Flatte at 420 South

Vine and have many fond memories of our daughters and their

-78-




ROTARY INTERNATIONAL

GOVENOR'S MONTHLY LETTER

Office of Governor of District 563
f: WILLIAM W. ELLYSON
ok 2016 West E Street North Platte, Nebraska
Theme--"LKindle e Spark Within”

December Monthly Letter

Dear Rotarians:
God Bless Christmas

As we approach another Holiday Season, I am w»minded of Charles Dickens!
description of Christmas:

"I have always thought of Christmas as a good time; a kind, forgiving, generous,
pleasant time; a time when men and women seem by one consent to open their hearts
freely; and so I say "God Bless Christmas",

These words are from one of Dickens! slimmest volumes, A Christmas Carol, which
was published in 1843. Like many of his other works, A Christmas Carol, embodies
his genuine love for people., He knew and understood human nature. . « the heart of
marn.

Although separated in time, our own Paul Harris and Charles Dickens shared a
quality in common with all men who have achieved greatness in some path of human
endeavor: they earned and held the love and respect of their fellow men.

Once again, we approach the Holiday Season amidst the tensions of a world that
is not at war, yet not at peace.

What happens to us during this season to make it such a special time of year?
The changes are profound: We gain in forebearance, understanding, unselfishness and
patience . . . qualities that are readily embodied by those of us who count Service
to others as part of our daily lives.

But the Christmas Spirit seems to last such a short time., If we can so readily
practice the Golden Rule at Christmas, can we not mold strength of the season into
a way of life that will help us everyday, all year long?
May the spirit of the Season bring great happiness to you and yours,
Sincerely

Governor Bill,
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activities here. After our girle were married and aone, Mom
and 1 decided to build a new home, all on cne floor, in a
cornfield in the southwest part of town. Today the city has
built a mile or g0 berond us.

FAe I embarked on a so-called retirement after 31 vears,
I can look back cover those years and say, "It was a most
tfortunate day when 1 found the J.C, Penney Comparny." I have
had the privilege of working with the finest, dedicated and
loyal group of people to found in an crganizatiaon,

A BIG THANKS TO alLL, and 1 remain,
as ever,

W.W. Ellysan e
"Wally" or "Bil1"
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Lweetheart,l thought you'd like to know,
pnat someone's taooughts @O where you g0,
Phat someone never can forget

he hours we've spent since first we met.
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"TAKE MY HAND PRECIOUS LORD"

NADA GERALDING ELLYSON
February 27,1985

Thank You, God.

For pretending not to notice one of
Your angels wes missing and for guid-
ing her to us. You turned Your head

for a minute and allowed her to slip
away to us.

Sometimes we wonder what special name
You had for her.We called her "Mother:
Thank the other angels for filling in
for her while she was away. I kuow

it hasn't been easy. Her shoes would
be hard to fill.

She has to be one of Your greatect
miracles, God, and we¢ want to thank
You for lending our Mother to us.

=




IN MEMORY

Today we drive by the 0ld Farm. Nobody lives there any
more. The buildings are all deserted, but I cannot go in.
I can see the houce where [ was born and can walk through
each room, just as it was. I can see the silver maple treec

that shaded the yard and where I had my swing. The yellow
roses that bloomed by the front door. The cresent designed
94x4 that stood in the corner of the yard, "Oh, How Cold" it
was on winter mornings. A1l part of my life ... those days.
The orchard where 1 watched for that first ripe, juicy
apple. The creek where we went to cool off on hot summer
daye. I can see Queeny, the little dog I trained, bringing
in the milk cows in the evening.

So much is gone .... but I can see it all.

=

,ﬂ,‘

Across the fields of long ago,
there often comes tc me.

A little boy with face aglow,
the boy 1 used to be,

That little boy with face aaglow,
lookse up and emiles &t me.
And asks me if I really am,
the man I thought 17d be.
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*William & Grace Hinchman Ellyson

william,1790-1861. Grace,l3C1-1874
ioru,Goshen,is,nanoning,Co, Chio.

1. overt sllyson,lharyland 1o4cZ,
3l .Gerard 117561 ,B3%« Dal789,
11l.¥i1lliam @llyson,B,?. D,1797.
LVe eifedh £llysoh; .l /27 D,1807.
Vedgcnariah sliyeon;B;l762.0,1857.
Vl.wWillia:n £11lyson,s3,1798.D,1861.
V1l.Allen H.51llyson,B3,1842.D0,1907.
.. .. father of,

V1ll. m. Jallace sllyson,n, 1398,
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GENEALOQGY OF THE ELLYSON FAMILIES

In cearching for my Father’e early life in Ohic as to
when and how he came to Nebraska, I have found much
information in the Genealagy Book of Ellyson Families, and
each of my aqirls have a copy of the book.

I want to express our appreciation for these historical
excerptse by Clara Crew Jones of Wahsington, D.C. and Dr.
Charles Ellyson of Waterloo, lowa. Nada and I had the
pleasure of visiting with Dr. Ellyson who stopped in North
Flatte to call on use.

Pleacse note that the numberse in () after namec denotes
their sequence in this book.

1. Captain Robert Ellyeon, in 1442, was living in
Saint Mar»’s County, Maryland, at the end of the long
peninesula that ie separated from Virginia by the Potomac
River. At that time he was sheriff of the county. Later he
moved to Virginia, and wae cheriff of Jamee City County,
Virginia, an oftice that carried importance those days.

Gnly eight wears earlier had the "Ark and Dcove" made their
historical landing in water just off this peninsula and
Robert Ellyeon could have easily Known Leconard Calvert and
hie colanists. He was Sergeant of Armes in the House of
Burgesses in 1457 and 1458; a member of the House of
Burgesses 1454-5%-60 and &3. By 1449 he was living in Surry
County and was later a plantation owner in Mew Kent County.
He was called Sheriff, Doctor, Coroner, Judge, Captain,
Major a&and Burgecss, at different pericds of his life. He was
alsoc "Barber-Chirurgeon" (surgecn) for a physician had
bequeathed to him all of hie equipment and medical booke.
Dr. Robert Ellyson belonged ta the Church of England and was
Vestryman in Saint Peter’s Parigh in New Kent County,
Girginia which is east of Richmond, Virginia where he owned
S¥?7 acres of land. He married Elizabeth, whose last name is
nat Krnown. They had two children, Gerard Robert and Hanna
Ellysan. He died before 2& September 1471, " He hacs the
dietinction of being an ancestor of John Tyler, Precident of
the United States. ‘

I't was the custom in the early colonial daye for a
gentleman who was educated and belonged to an aristocractic
family, to be called upon to serve as an army officer and in
the legal profession. Only a few could be sent as
reprecentatives to the Ascembly. Dr.Ellyeson was among the
few who owned libraries and carried watches in that era.

One of the earliect records of & watch in Virginia, datecs
back to 16&0 on which year an attachment was granted to
Captain Ellycean, Executor of Dr. Harry Waldron’s estate
againet Thomas Bowlez for three pounds sterling for a watch
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of Dr. Waldron’e which Bowlese had carried to England and
sold.

In Virginia "we find the lawyrers of York County in
16446, William Hockaday, Francis Willis, Thomas Bushrod and
Dr. Robert Ellyson. A1l thece were trusted and tried men."

2. Gerard Robert Ellyeon (1), b. ?; died before 16
December 174%; married Sara Crew. They had eight children:
Robert 3, Agatha 4; Hannah 5; Elizabeth 63 Judith 7; William
8; Cecila 95 Uresula 10, William 8 was our ancestor. Gerard
Ellyson followed his father in being a planter in New Kent
County, Virginia, which is located eacst of Richmond,
Virginia, where he owned at least one large plantation. He
wae aleco a slave owner having lived in the period before
consciences became awakKe to the iniquity of slave holding.
Gerard R.Ellyeson wase the firet of our Ellyson ancecstore to
become an active member of the Scciety of Friends. He owned
977 acres of land &t least, as recorded.

After his death there is mention in the Personal Estate
of Gerard Ellyeson, the right and property of a Megro woman
named Tamer. Elizabeth Johneon tecstified that "her father,
Gerard R.Ellyson did on the day that the negro woman Tamer
was beorn, give the said child unto his daughter, Ursula."
The controversay over Tamer the committee reported that Sara
Ell»son, widow of Gerard Ellyson had the Good Right unto the
exid negro woman Tamer and her child, Lucy. '

3. William Ellyson (8), born?; died 22 May 1797;
married Agness Johneson S Auguet 1722; married Jane Saunders
8 October 1732; died 10 January 1780. He had six children:
Gideon, 44; Sarah, 45; Eliza, 4é; Win (Willtiam), 47;
Benjamin, 42; Isaiah, 49. He was a planter in New Kent
County and an Elder in the Friendz Meeting, at the time of
his death. Their oldest child, Gideon, was ocur ancector,
The coannection between Gideon and Gerard and Dr, Reobert
Ellx»son is not conclusive.

4. Gideon Ellyean, 44; born 1| Auguet 1.727; died Z¥%
January 1807; married Margery Stanley on 14 October 1752 at
Ceder Creek Meeting House. They lived in New Kent County,
Virginia, 18 miles from Richmond. They had eight children:
Witliam, 73; Gidecn, 74; Zachariah, 75; Mary, 76; Margery,
773 Mariam, 78; Jonathan, 79; Agnes, 8U. Gideon was a
planter l1iving all hise life in New Kent County. Gideon and
Margery were Elderse in the Black Creek Meeting at the time
of their deaths., Both died in the first month of 1807,
Their third child, Zachariah, was our ancestor. (Nate: UWe
Ellysone, including Dr. Charles Ellyson, generally think of
Gideon Ellyson (44) was being the beginning of the Ellyson
line.,)
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2. Z2achariah Ellyson, 75; b. 10 June 1782; d. 7 March
1837; married Mary Uotaw, 27 April 178%. She was born 12
October 1748 and died 23 April 1844, They had ten children:
Isaac, $3; Gideon, 94; Zachariah, 9$3; Robert, ?é; William,
97, Margery, %28; Ann, ¥%; John 100; Joseph 101; Mary 102.
William (97> was our ancestor. Zachariah went west to
Loudoun County, Virginia and was coon followed by hie
brother, Jonathan. Zachariah was employed by Isaac Votaw
who built mille in the northweestern part of Virginia. Like
many »oung men in novels, he married his bose’s daughter.
They lived near South Fork, Loudon County and later lived in
a very picturesque, hilly section near FPhilippi, West
Virginia.

Im the spring of 1816, Zachariah, with his wife, Mary
and eight children, fcllowed his father—in-law, Isaac Votaw
to Mahoning County, in northeast, Ohic, There the Friends
might settle satisfactorily.

Their son, leaac, came later with his family, but
Gideon remained in Virginia., Zachariah left the state of
Virginia on account of clavery to which he was bitterly
opposed., '

I remember by Father caying he was born in Goehen,
northeastern, Ohioc. I was never able to lTocate Goshen unti)
reading from Clara Crew Ellycson Jones’ notecs, page 44 in the
Genealogy of the Ellyson Families, and find it is Goshen
Townehip in the western part of the county.

Clara Crew Jonec writes: These worthy people went by
bocat northward along the Tygart Valley River to the
Monongahela River, stopping at Brownsville, Pennsyivania.
Here they Jcocined other CGuakere who migrated westward from
other eastern sections, while members were sent to "Spy out
the land west" and decide what cection ceemed satisfactory
for cettlement of the Society. To test the scil and
conaenial neighbore and attitudese about slavery. Moreover
were the nearest Indians friendly. These were questions to
be decided before Friends settled in & new section. Western
Mahorning County, south of Youngstown, COhio, became the new
home of the Uotaw and Ellysn families. Some of their
descendantse <till live in the neighborhcod while a goodly
number whose parents and grandparents ‘scught a new frontier
live in lowa and other states.

I have endeavoured tc trace the Ellyson families from
Dr.Robert Ellyson in Maryland, Surry County, to Mahoning
County, Ohic, where my father, Allen Hinchman Ellyson,
arrived on the family tree.

4. William Ellyeon, 97, b. ¥ October 1798; died

December 18&1; married Grace Hinchman, 4 October 1821. She
was born 2 March 1801 and died 18 UOctober 1874. Their
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children: Ruth (Ellyson) Hutton, 151; Henry H., 152;
Margery (Brandon) (Drawin) 15Z2a; Martha (Ellyson) Wean, 1353;
Sina (Ellyson) Shinn, 154; William, Jr., 155; Mary Annice
(Ellyeon) Carter, 13&; Allen H., 157; John Wallace, 1398.
Allen H., 157 was my father. On page 45 in the Genealogy
Book is a record of Father’e brother’e trip from Qhio to
Iowa in covered wagons, starting 29 May 1854. It took over
30 daye which could be covered in one day by today’ e modes
of travel., His brother, William, 155, who was about 18
years old came with him. William, Allen (my father) and
Wallace came to northeast Nebraska some time later. As near
as I can figure out, my Father was about 12 yeare old and
Wallace 10 ryears old when their brother Henry made this trip
to lowxa. I wicsh I had a like record of their trip to
Nebraska.

From Life etory, Henry H., Ellyson, page 46: William
and Grace Ellyson (¢7) had six sors and three daughters,
several of whom csettled near their folke. The many pleasant
times visiting and playing with cousine <till lingers in my
memory. The firet sad time was when mother had & hard spell
of fever, and my older =zister Ruth (151> and younger sicter,
Margery, 1528, were sent away to stay part time at one
grandparente and part time with the cother. Martha Ann
(153>, a babe a few monthe old, wae cent to Uncle Isaac
Ellyson’s (903>, where cousin Ann took care of her until
mother recovered so che could be brought home. UWhen father
carried her home ehe was crying because she was afraid of
us, having been aweay long encugh to forget use and become
attached to cousin Ann.

Goehen Friends Meeting was the firet I attended. Early
impressions seem to stay by me. UWe were taught eariy the
anti-slavery sentimente of the Friendse and alesc their way of
settling disputes without going to law, which seems to me
yet the best way., Father (77) sold his farm to Uncle Robert
(?&) and moved to the west part of Lexington Townships.,
There he bought a emall grist mill with 30 acree of land.
here I helped at themill and on the farm doing some teaming,
and thraching, etc. When 17 yeare old I began to work faor
myselt., In the eighth month of 1844, I was married to Sara
Hutton (152a). I workKed at farming, steam caw mille,
machine work and teaming. I bought a 40 acre farm, Kept &
few caowe, one horse and & few cheep. For more read hie trip
to Iowa. I can recall my father, Allen Ellysan (157> tell
of helping in the gricet mill and swimming in the tale-race
of the mill.

7. Allern Hinchman Ellyson (157) wase born 27 October
1842; died 2% August 1907; married Mary Davis 20 October
1844, later divorced, Une child wase born 1845 and died
1879, He married Theodocia Beldin, 4 March 1885, She was
born 4 March 1882 and died 1923, They had five children:
Francis, b. 1885, d. 18%0; Gayle Gertrude (276a) born 13
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July 18%0, died & February 197é; George A. (277a), born &
January 1892 died 25 February 1982; Grace B. born 27
October 1893, died 1897; William Wallace (278A) born 1S
January 18%8.

Allen H. Ellyeon was born in Goshen Township, Mahoning
County, Ohic. I can find no record of when my father, Allen
H. Ellycson and hie two brotheres, William and John Wallace,
came to Nebraska from Ohio in the 18407s. The only account
i= in the History of Dixon County. In that history, chapter
IV, page 40, which I have, it telle of the difficulties the
pecple had to encounter, Indian scarec in 1843, drouth and
prosperity, firet school land asceses at %1.25 per acre. The
development of Fonca and lona, the first towns in Dixon
County. The river town of lona, it’s development and demice
at the foot of Volcano Hill,

8. William Wallace Ellyeon (2784, born 15 January
1878 at Newcastle, Nebraska. Married Nada Geraldine
Addiscon, 2 July 1%20. She was born at Newcastle an 22 March
1878 and died 27 February 1985, Resides at North Platte,
Mebraska. Nada ie buried in the North Platte Cemetery.
Three daughters: Geraldine Marie (Burkeholder)>, born 27
March 1921 Nadine Gayle (Carrcll) (Orr)>, born 27 March 1?21
(they are twins, born at Newcastle, Nebraska); Donna Mae
(Ward), b. 21 November 1%25 at Sicux City, ITowa.
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ELLYSONS I ENGLAND

Ae recorded in part from the Genealogy Book of recorde:

Grammatical spelling and errors of names as they have been
found and recorded.

1 Robert Ellyson — son and heyer

6. Antony Ellyson, &th child
Children of Antony

A. Antony EVlyson - son and heyer

B. Robert Ellyson, a priest

c fgnes Ellyeson

Children of éantany #A

&, John Ellyecon
b. Antony Ellysson, & bachelor
c. UCulbert Ellyecon, & merchant in Newcastle and

alderman in 18544; mavor in 1549-1554.

Children of Cutbert (Culbert>
1. Cutbert Ellison, merchant in Newcastle
A. Cuth Elliscon, merchant in Newcastle, died
1624
Bl kRoebert Ellison, merchant, married
Elizabeth, daughter of Cuthbert
Gray, of Newcastle on Tyne.

Fedigreesz recorded at County MNorthumberland.
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ELLYSON FAMILY GENEALQGY RECORD

Starting with the third generation in America.

1. William Ellyson, living about 1722 in New Kent County,

Virginia. A planter.
Barn Died
10 Gedeon Ellyson 8-1-1727 1-29-1808&

New Kent Co. Flanter;
md. Marqgery Stanley 10-14-1752

100 Zachariah Ellyson 10-&-17&2 3-7-1837
md. Mary Votaw 4-27-178%
150 Wiltiam Ellyson 10-9-17%28 12-21-18&-
b. Goshen, Ohio
md. Grace Hinchman, 10-4-1821
158 Allen H. Ellyson 10-27-1842z 8-29-1707
. Goshen, Qhic
md. Mary Davie, 10-20-1844
Child: Maude 1845 18729
md. Theodicia Beldin, 3-4-188&
18432 1923
Children:(b. Newcastle, Nebraskad
1581 Francis 1884& 1870
15982 Gayle 7-13-18%90 2-4~1%76
15838 George 1-4-18%2 2-25-1%8%
1584 Grace 10-27-18%93 1897
1985 William W. 1-15-18%8

13685 William W, Ellyson

md. Nada G, Addiscon 3-2z2-18%8 2-27-198%5
on 7-2-1%20 at Newcastle,
Nebrachka
Children:
18351 Geraldine 8=27 —1%Z1
b. Newcastlie, Nebr,
md. Wolcot Burkeholder 12-28
—25-1944
15852 Nadine =7 =] 221
b, Newcastle, Nebr.
md. Thomas Carrall 1-0&6~-17222 7~ - 1943
on &-8-1%¢43
md. Edward COrr Z2=17-1920
on 4-17-1%4%
15835332 Donna 1L =21 =1"¢2Z5¢

b. Sioux City, Iowa
md. James L. lWard 11-24-1%22
on 9-17-194% :
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ADDISON GEMEALOGY RECORD

1. Jonathan Addison, born? died?
Daver, Delaware
md. Aghes Pettijohn, born? died?
Farmer; English Methodict

10. Jacob Addison, born 8-16-180%; died 3-11-1841
Zanesville, Qhic
md. Andalusa Thompeon, an 12-24-18324
she was born 3-24-1814 and died 8-23-184&%
che married second to John Elmcore, 2Z2-11-1844
Children of Jacob and Andalusa Addiscon:
101. Jonathon, b, 1-22-1834; d. 2-13-1%1&
102. Mary, b. 8-31-1837; d. ?
102, Lucinda, b. 8-1-182%; d. 7
i04. Rachel, b. 4-2-1841; d. 10-29-1841

101. Jonathon Addicon; Zanesville, Ohic; Congregaticonal
md. Mary Dean on 8-21-18%2%
cshe wae born 10-7-1840 and died &-20-190¢%
moved to Newcastle, Nebracka
Their children:
1T« EaFE B« B SENZ=1BENE da 2
1012, Andalucsa, b. 6-20-18&1; d. 4-14-18%1
1013, LiYiy C(EVleny, b, 9-17-18&2; d. 10-21~-27
1014, William, b, 11-27-1882; d. 1-01-18&4
1015, George B., b. 12-10-1864; d. 12-03-1?718
1014, Johm D., b. 10-18-1858; d. 7
1017, Jacok D., b. S-30-18&9; d.7?
ici1g. oOttis D., b, 10-19-1871; d. 7
101%. Carl J., b. 1-22-1883; d. ?

1015 George Baltzer Addicon; b, Oececla, lowa
farmer; real estate
md. Qlive Adelia Jochnson on 4-7-18%2
she was born 10-21-1871 and died 10-20-1948
Children, born in Newcastle, Nebracsksa
10151. Dean J., b. S-2&-18%94; d. 7-7-1¢8
10152, Marie, b, 12=-13-18%5; d. Z-2&-1%8
10153, Nada, b. 3-22 18%8; d. 2-27-1%
md., William Wallace Ellyeon on 7-2-1%20
at Newcastle, Nebrazka

=
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10181, Dean Addison
married Francie Smith, b. 1-11-18%7;
Children, born at Newcastle, Nebraska
1015311, George Dean, b, 1%18&
101512, Kenneth, b, 1921

dra S=S0=l P77

10152, Marie Addicon md. Jeesz Rahn, b. 10-8-188&; d. 1768
Children:
101521 Neorma (Rahn), b. S-10-192
md. Robert Braddy 9-26-19%42
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10193, Nada Addison, b. 3-22-18%8 d.
md. W.W. Ellyson 7-2-1920
he was b, {-15-1892
Children:

101531 Geraldine, b,

2-27-1985

3-Z27-1%921 Newcastle, Nebracka
md. Wolcott Burkeholder 6-25-1944

1013352 Nadine, b, 3-27-1921 Newe
md. Thomas Carrol]l é6-8-1943
md. Edward Qrr, 4-17-1%45%

astle, Nebracka

101533 Donna, b. 11-21-1925 Sioux City,

Towa
md. James L. Ward $-17-1%74%
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THE BELDIMN FAMILY

The following is the abituary; taken in part from
letters received from relatives in lowa, of my Mother’s
parentes.

Dr. G.W. Beldin, age 70 years, 10 monthe and S dars,
died at the residence of his son-in-law, A.H.Ellyson, near
Iona, Dixen County, Nebraska, April 2&, 18%0. For the last
four years he has lived among his children near Iona, Neb.

About five monthe ago he was taken sick while living
with his son, Ben Beldin. Mres., Beldin was visiting in Iowa
and that ie why he wae taKenm to hie daughter, Mre. A.H.
Ellyson“s home, where he remained until his death, which was
abbout three monthe., Six years ago he bought a good farm,
120 acres of which is now owned by his son, Ben. The
remaining 40 acres he gave to hie daughter, Theodosia. He
always had great affection for the place and at his request
wae buried in & beautiful grave & tew rodes from the houce
and garden which he had made beautiful with his hands.

Mary Louise (Hodakine) Beldin, pascsed away on 17 Auguct
19023 after a period of intence cuffering. She was born in
the state of New York, 30 April 1828, She moved with her
parents in her early childhood to Illincis. Here was her
home until she married to Doctor G.W. Beldin in 1850. They
thern moved to the new country of lowa and settled at Mount
Verrnorn where the Doctor entered the practice of medicine,
She went with her family later to Nebraska. She returned to
Towa 21 Jan. 19203 to make her home with her daughter, Mres.
Alva Caffee. To the deceased was born seven children, four
girle and three bore.

The above wase received March 2, 1280 by my sister,
Ga»le, from our cousin, Mrs. Olive Caffee Beers, 80% M Ave.,
N.W,. Cedar Rapidse, Towa.

I cann remember the white picket fence around
arandfather Beldin’es grave in the grove at Uncle Ben and
Aunt Aurie‘s place,

Aunt Aurie and Uncle Ben were sc good to we three and |

loved to visit and play and hunt with my cousins, Fred,
Jessy, Emma, Harley and Addie.

-95.-




— = = em am aEEEN

3,000 MILES IM A ROW BOAT

This is the diary of a boat trip taken in 1882 down the
Micsouri River, from a point in Montans to old lona in Dixon
County, Nebraska.

In the manth of August, Messrs. A.H, Ellyson, father of
W.W. Ellyson and J.W. Ellyson, of Dixoen County and Mr.,
Briggs of MNew Brunswick, started from near Butte, Montana,
in a skiff and came down the Big Hole and Jefferson rivers
to the Micsouri and thence to Dixon County, a dicstance of
3,000 miles., The vorage will be interesting.

August 19, 1882, we left the Tumber mill of Thompeon
and Sinclair, which is about 14 miles scuthwest of Butte,
Mantana and on the left cide of Deer Lodge Fass and about |
mile west of the divide of the contiment. At this place we
had made cur boat, Elida, and got all ocur equipment
collected. Our party concisted of Mr. Brigas, A.H. Ellysaon
and myeelf, J.UW, Ellyeon. Aleo Fanny, a little rat terrier,
a prezent from our bosz, whose duty was to be watch dog and
Keep off grizzlye, mountain lions, etc.

We took a farewell grip with all our friendsz and a ltast
lock 2t the old engine that had given me employment for
twenty—two months. With cur boat on a wagon behind two
painecs, we started and got to the pase without trouble.

Here we found some difficulty crossing the ditch which
crosce= the divide there, thus cheating the Miscsouri river
and adding so much to the Columbia. The ditch iz taken from
Divide Creek, which ie & branch of the Big Hole, and by
winding along the foot of the mountain, ftinds its way aver
the cummit where it s uced for mining purposecs. We safely
craossed the pass and began the descent down the divide creek
valley.,

The Utah and Northern railrocad comes up this creek to
the pass. There are ceveral ranches in thiz valley, and we
saw green caate growing in one place, but they were very poor
in spite of the good stream of water used to irrigate them.
We arrived in the Big Hole canyon about noan, pitched cur
tent and spent the afterncoon in fixing cur bocat and packing
cur luggage, of which we had about 200 pounds. We were
abcut six miles north of Glendale, The csight of the rapids
in the canyon made us feel doubtful as to our ability to
navigate them with safety, but we had gone tco far to give
up without a trial. '

I walked down stream about a mile to see the prospect
and it got worce and worese, o I retraced my steps, feeling
much discauraged. The roar of the water acs it dacshed from
boulder to boulder was like a water fall and it resembled a
white cauldron, & better place for trout than a boat.
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Sunday, August 20, we made a hasty breakfast on some
trout we had caught the evening before. Briggs and Al
started on fooct, leaving me to handle the boat alone. I
made the run for about a mile and half by good luck and when
they came up they got in and we went it blind except where
the roar of the waters counded too btad, when we would stop
and go ahead and prospect. EBcat riding was a novelty to
Farny who showed signe of csea sickpess. Akbout 10:00 a.m. we
got ocut of the canyon and passed Helrose, a station on the
Utah and Northern railrcad. The valliey here is covered with
a dense growth of sage brush and on windy dayxe the alkali
ducst ie terrific, A few potatcoec were all the signs we saw
of agriculture. A few trees of bitter cottonwood grew along
the river, but grew better as we descended until &ll view of
the valley was chut cut. There ie much stock raised here
and makes living off of the sage brueh weede and what little
grass there is. We camped near Dillon, ancother esmall
station, but it was not near encugh to the river toc cee it.

August 21, we Ffound tracks of deer and bear but did not
stop to hunt. Wle came near being wrecked on & log that had
fallen across the river at the foot of a strong rapide,
where we could not stop. UWe were badly racked and had come
woodwork broken about the boat but nothing we could not
repair. We pasced Twin Eridges, & emall town about two
miltesz zbove the head of the Jefferson River, where we camped
faor the night, There the Beaver Head and the Ruby or
Stinking Water rivers join the Big Hole and form the
Jefferzon. lde now thought ocur worst troubles were owver, as
we had plenty of water,

Auguet 22, The valley of the Jeffercson here ic ahout
two miles wide and there are zeveral +fine ranches, but a
large part ic yet occcupied, It is difficult getting water
to irrigate and nothing can be done without 1t. We passed a
emall town called Iron Rod, and three miles further on we
stopped &t Silver Star, a brisk little mining town. Ule
tcoked throuogh a quartz mill, 40 stampe, evidently doing
business, lble were in sight of the "Old Man of the
Mountain." Thic is an immencse-rack on the summit cof the
Jefferson Mountaine, which presente the exact appearance of
a man’'s head and face., The features were perfect,
althoughsome 20 miles awar». The face of the "0ld Man of the
Mountain", wae about & mile long, probably on account of our
leaving the country. Ulle were still in sight of the snow on
the top of the high mountains., We had great troubles amang
the islands, where the river had been dammed by beavers and
divided intc small channele, until at times we had cscarcely
water encugh to float us. It wae some five miles before we
tfound &1l the river again. [ fear the beavers were not the
only cnee that dammed the river,

The Jeffercon canyon had been a source of fear to us as
here it was that an outfit of boate from Twin Bridges was
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wrecked in an early date of the settlement of Montana. We
came in sight of the gap in the mountaine and camped.
Auguset Z3, ble started with some fear about the canyon,
which was not lescsened as we apprcocached the narrow gap we
had to go through. @& fine ranch was at the mouth of the
canyon, which looked the most farm-like of any we had seen.
Things were not so bad as we had expected, the current was
swiftt but free of obstructions. Here we found our fircst
choke cherrys, After passing the canyon we came cut upon a
fine valley very well cettled. Ue camped at Birdsell, a
emall town near the mouth of the Jeffersan. Galatin City,
was some three miles away,

Auguet 24, After getting some pointe from a fellow in
regard to river, we pulled out and soon came to where the
three rivers join and form the Missouri. The Jetferson was
elaihtly the largest. e were now floating on the head
watere of the Micesouri. UOn each cide the country was
mountainous, and with scarcely any valley along the river.
We ctopped to examine & spring that emptied intce the river
but were surprized to find a ditch with fully <ix feet of
wiater, which was taken off we Knew not where. Fully as much
mcore water eszcaped inte the river. Such a2 spring in
Nebraskas would be worth thousande. Men were grading the
Northern Facitic Railroad along the right bank of the river,
and fearfully hard work it must have been ae moet was in
solid rock.

August 25, We tried to find cut samething abcut the
distance but got such contradictiory answers we gave it up,
sc we had no idea of the speed we were making and could give
no account of the distance from cone place to another. We
pacssed Centerville, a town of some &00 inhabitance. Further
on we pasced Bedford, but both were some distance from the
river and we did not stop. We stopped at the ferry of J.C.
Brron, whao entertained us for & while and gave ue same
papers. lble were now come forty milee from Helena by road.

August 24, We had & strong wind but we were in no
hurry, would stop and fich for trout by way of diversicn.
We paced Hell Gate Canyon ferry, which ie only 12 miles from
Helena, and entered the gatee of the mountains. Here the
great scenery of which the Helerna papers make such a blow
about and we came to the conclusion they had not lied.
Having been in the mountains for two years, we were well
vesed to mountain ccenery but it kept ue agapse with wonder,
The walls of the gate were fully 2,000 feet almost
perpendicular, vet it had such variety of pictures to
precent of shelves and caves, that we were wild with wonder.,
The papers caid a large cave had lately been discovered. UWe
caw €0 many openings we thought it no use to try to find the
right cne.
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Sunday, August 27. The papers had spoken of a peculiar
csound to be heard zomewhere here and we Kept our eare open
and at lacst we heard it. It counde like the diescharge of
artillery come five miles off. ble ran ashore and went back
to catiz=f» ourselwvwes and could hear it plain and distinct.,
s many scientific men had scught the cause in vain, we
thought it worth cur while to try to investigate. A1l we
Know about it is that we could hear that sound at intervale
ot abcout three minutes, and it could be heard nc where elce,
We saw the remains of a plank flume that had run alona the
face of the walle some 300 feet above the water. It muet
have been 12 miles long. The mystery is: How did ther get
the lumber up there?

I cannot decscribe the wild beauty of the Gatecs of the
Mocuntaine, One must see it to appreciate it, and Helena
marwell bost about it.

e pacsed Confederate Bar and Eldorade Bar, old placer
warks, where thousande of men must have been employed, but
they were plaved cut from the loocke., It rained in the
atternoon, z0 we pulled in about 3 o’'clack, It rained

during the nmight, but as we had a good tent it did not worry

uz. The <sign of game was very plenty, such as bear tracks,
deer and sheep. We caw 3 bear track that meacured & by 12
inches,

Auguet 28, STill in the mountains. Scome of the
laftiest peaks yet seen were pacssed today, but they lacked
the attractiveness of those on cur route yesterday. We were

agreatly puzzled on cne occasion to tell just where we were
ac We were surrounded by a2 sclid granite wall to all
appearance, and not until we were within twenty rode of the
end of it did we see the cpening for us, a sharp bend to the
tett. e stopped to fish in a fine clear strem which we
thought was the Big Frickly Fear. @Al Ellyeon got &b
excited by the sight of an extra large trout which he landed
in & cottonwood tree, full length of line and pole. Much
fusz ensued and big words, and the line broke. Clubs and
rocks fxiled to bring down the wiggling fish and Al had to
climb about 30 feet to get it. It as the firet tree I ever
caw bear cuch fruit.

August 2%, This wae & tedioue day, as we were in the
long pool where the river spreads out into a lake and was
without any percepitable current and we had to depend on the
oare for our progrecs, We worked hour shifte and made come
progresze. We pascsed the town of Chestrnut and a small
village called Utica., We also pacssed St. Feters Mission,
which was not in view from the river. Uble came in sight of
Square Butte which was some 40 milee toc the west, It looked
as if a cection of land had raicsed some 300 feet
perpendiculariy and the top appeared as level ag the
csurrounding plaine.
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August 20, Still in the long poaal. I got sick and
told my friends to row me ashore where I could die under the
cshade of a tree. 0On getting azhore we csaw twe antelope and
my <ickneszes vanished and I toock my gun with Briggs, went
after them.

We emptied cur kelte of cartridgee but did not harm the
antelopes. Uble were deceived by the level plain and were
shooting about double as far as we thought., e made the
mouth of Sun River, quite & large swift sream. We landed at
a lumber yard on the west bank where lumber ic rafted fraom
above and hauled from here to Benson,

August 31. We got an old man to haul our outfit around
the falls, a distance of 8 miles, for which he charged
$12.00. We let Al go with the cutfit and Brigge and I went
on foot to =z=ee the falle. The falle are 2 in number. The
firet twe, Fainbow and Horee Shoe, are foarty each. The big
fallzs are 94 feet and as they were the firet falls of any
note we ever saw they were a great curicsity to us., Tt was
a rough rcoad to get down to the river, but there wasz such a
fine chance to view the falle. Rocky point extended half
across the river just below the falle., We lingered a long
time and hated to leave such a grand sight, but remembering
we had a2 walk of eight or ten miles before us we started
acrose the high dry plains. Thesze plains are about as
barren and descolate locoking as one can imagine. That there
had been animal life here was evident from the many dead
carcassez of cattle scattered arocund, but the cnly living
things we <z were rattle-snakes, and abowt the only plant
was cactus. As ] wore canvas shoes, I made long steps and
suttered great pain from the charp needles and cactus. Ue
arrived at Portage Cooly at last where we found Al and the
boat.

ptember 1. Thiz wase the bect place for Ficshing 1
ever W, e caught all we could use in one day in fifteen
minustes, They were called Skip Jacks, weighing from cne to
two pounds.  The bluffs are high and rocky from here to near
Benton., A fine quality of stone abounde. A good business
ie done here by cutting stone and boating it down. e went
glowly drifting with the current and camped just above
Benton.

i}

N M

We were interviewed by & man who took ue for wood
thieves, as he had a lot near cur camp. Uble convinced him we
were not in the wood bucsinecse and he lett us, But he
prabably Kept a good watch on ugs all the csame.

September 2. UWe arrived at Benton early and ac we had
some <uppliec to purchacse, 1 let the other two go up town
while T <at in the boat to watch. Benton ic too well Known
to eed any description, but the surrounding country I would
like to describe, i4 1 could, as I saw it, so dry and barren
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that it looked impocscsible for animal life to exist there,
»yet they told us a field of grain had been raiced there

without irrigation. We were told here that the distance by

river to SiouxCity was 2,°1U milec and we estimated we had
come at leacst 1,000 already. This would make our trip over
2,000 miles, cur first ectlmate. ble pacsced on some 20 miles
below Benton nd camped near the mouth of the Marion river.
Fiching ie far better here than above the falle.

September3. There was no change in the barren decolate
took of the country until we came to Kipp’e Rapide, or the
ccal banks. Here we first noticed the sand stone formation
beginning to assume fantastic chapes and Citadel Rock was
quite & curioszity, but we did not go ashore until we got to
Steamboat Rock, here there was too much to pase, o we
stopped and spent the rest of the day examining thinas.
There was & regular globe or bell of granite as round as if
turned and by measurement six feet in diameter and ceven
feet high. There were many mushroom chaped rocke standing
alone ar in pairs. All were worn by the action of the
weather and the top or cover being harder material than the
column, it wore much slower, hence the peculiar shape.

e, from the -

amboat Rock ie €0 called, I suppose,
nec ecep in the bluff

e to a boat, Its bow ie buried de
its side ic expocsed to view,
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rtember 4, We lingered long near Kipp”s Landing and
t Rock, loocking at the strange chapes &and the cand

t uffs., Some places looked like ancient ruins or long
erfwd citiez. lWe noticed & wall of hard granite laid up
true and regular as if done by human hands. In some
places it was twent; feet high and we could trace it far
mites, ble stopped to interview a colony of beavers that had
built & fine house and they were 2t home. ble shot two of
them.
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We camped ftor the rnight at Cromik Landing, cpposite
Fort Clagget or Judith City, The Judith river empties into
the Micssouri here. The country looks much better and stock
might make & living here by being indusetrious.

September &. We clept 1d=t night in the tent of Mr.
Benton. We were joimed by a »oung man who wanted to go down
until he could take & steam boat., We stopped for dinner and
while it was being prepared, Mr. Briggs and I went hunting.
We tramped for several milee but got no game. There might
have been game here some time but if there was any now it
would have to bring ite fodder with it. The steamer Rosebud
passed us trying to get up to Claggit., We left her hard
bound on Dauphan Rapids cince she could ncot passe but came
down to Cow Island to unlecad. We camped above Cow Island.
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September 4. We tried hard to kKill =zome game today but
were very unluckKy. Started several deer but the brush was
tookK thick to shcocot. Cottonwood lumber iz getting plenty
xgain on the bottoms but the hills still look barren.

September 7. lle had two fine catficsh on our lines this
moerning. We paszsed Rocky Point which iz quite a place,
Judging by the collection of log houses and the number of
hunters that were lounging arcund,

A few miles below we passed Carrol, ancther trading
post for butfalo hunters. We saw fresh buffalo tracks for
the first time. lle got in company with three bovs bound for
Bismark, Camped at a deserted telegraph staticon for the
rnight.

September 3. There had been a company of zoldiers at
the place where we camped a shart time before. In front of
the house, as if on guard, was a suit of old clathes propped
up, with the =scull of an Indian for a head. Just back of
the station was & prairie dog town, miles in extent. It was
interesting watching them but they were wild and shy. We
reached the Musselzshell, a post at the mouth of the
Muszelshell. Here we saw great piles of dried meat and
zeveral cords of buffalo hides. The trader was doing a big
business. He gave us a big chunk of fresh meat from a
buffalo just kKilled. Fresh buftfalo signe were abundant. ble
camped some miles below and two of us and one ot the other
men went hunting. We trailed two buffalo sewveraxl miles but
did not find them. The country was caovered with a very
shaort grase but dry and hard. & wood yard man came ta our
camp and gawe us the particulars of an Indian fight that
took places there two weeks before. Some twenty Cree
Indians had crossed the river and stolen some horses from
the Crows and zucceeded in recrossing the river in safetyr
when some buffalo hunters <et on them, Killed three or fcour
and retook all the horses. The only white man hurt was a
fellow qoing down the river on a raft who happened along
Just in time to get badly wounded.

8]

September #. e had six catfish this morning and we
shared with cur friends in the other boat. Scon after
starting Al got a shot at a deer and Killed it, being the
first one on our journey. Fanny gained credit by her blood
thirsty manner of throttling thedeer which would toss her
about =asily in the death =ztruggles. Weg were now <o well
supplied with meat that we did not hunt for a while,

ble camped early on account of a hard wind and [ went
out and examined another prairie dog willage. Another boat
overtook us here, cantxining two men. This made quite a
tleet of boats as we Kept together.
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September (0. The boats now were Krnown by the namecs
ElYida, TSaucy Ann and Sioux City. We left camp together but
the Sicoux City took the lead and it coon hove too and ran
chiore and while wondering as to the cause, we zaw & large
old bull buffale on the other bank. They had na gun and
were waiting on us., The buffalc ran up the bank and we went
acshore and opened on him, After firing several times
without hitting him, I saw he was getting away so I qot down
on one Knee and took careful aim and stopped him, and ane
more shot rolled him ocver, It was 300 to 350 yarde
distance., We did not molecst him as he was too old to eat
and hie hide was no good, The steamer, Big Horn passed us
going up and the Rosebund going down. But she had bad luck
&5 we coon repassed her hard aground and she was again in
sight when we camped.

September 11, Ue pasced the wreck of the Red Cloud and
stopped and went abroad. The Insurance Company was in
charge securing her cargo. Three milese further on we came
to Norris, a mere trading post. We wished to buy suppliecs
but had to wait & long time ae the place was over run with
half-breeds from Judith Basin, who were trading. We had an
interview with an old Frenchman who was living Gipew
fashion. He had & large family with him, several two
wheeled vehicles, oxen and mules, He had just crocscsed the
river on rafte, swimming hiz stock.

September 12, Thise was a monotoncus day, no ecenery to
speak of. lle made good time and must have run 75 to 100
miles. e camped early to wait for the other boate that we
had cut run. d

September 2. We had zan awful windy day and the river
was wvery rough. The Sicux City was using & sail but she
made <hore in bad shape.

September 14, bLle went on and made bolf Point about
3:00 o’clock., We went up to the post to inquire for our
friend, A.W. Roze, who waz to meet ue here. He had left &
tew hours before and would not return for =ix dare. We
concltuded to wait for him, o we moved into and took
possessiaon of Rose’
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September 15. This ices a part of the Foplar River
Agency. The Assineboine Indiang being here. Most of them
were out on a hunt, only atcout fitty lodgese being here now.

September 14, We scon found Mr. Jones, Frank Porter
and George Stevene, who made ue feel at home. Mre. Stevens
was Kind encuah to Keep us well supplied with good bread for
which we were thankful, having been living on crackKers and
pancakes all the trip.

September 17, We put in our six dave talking with the
men, lcoking at the Indians and making excursions out in the
country., We vicited the Indian grave yard which extended
over all the adjacent bluff and as they buried about ten
feet in the air instead of in the ground, we did not go very
close.,

September 1&. On Sunday, Mr. Stevene, the trader and
we three went cver the river toc a lake. We got some
chickens and & pail of berries for Mre. Stevenc.

September 1%. Mr. Rose came in and we were right glad
to cee him.,

September Z0. Mr. Fose wasy busy gettin ready to go
dotin with use and said he would be ready by the next morning.

September Z1. We got started at lacst, the wind blowing
C rom the northweest. While crossing Spread Eagle EBar,
we chot a goose and nineteen ducks. Acs we had Rocse along we
had to use all our energies to get meat. We passed Wickwel]
Bar, made & short ctop for dinner where we devoured a duck
apiece, and scon came in sight of Poplar River Agency. But
we had many milez to travel after getting in cight and it
was night when we pulled intoc the moucth of Poplar river and
camped an the right bank. Rose went up to cee Major Porter
and did not return until morning.

n

Zeptember Z22. Colcone) Batees and Doc. Weedbridgs
brought Fose down to the river. be made a good run but got
no game. le camped near the mouth of Little Muddy. Roce
and I went hunting. Rose got & half dozen shots and
reported he muet have kKilled & deer.,

September 23, We went out to get Roze’s dead deer but
found nothing. MNear night we fixed our epear and Al speared
te spoon bill catfish., They were awkKward looking fish., One
measured five feet long and ite spoon was sixteen incheg
long. What a spoon to eat mush and milk., ble saw three deer
and we tock aim at them amd strange to tell, Rcocese hit his
and bty chooting it full of holes it died., We camped that
night on the bar.
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September 24. We caw some squawe navigating the river
in & queer Kind of craft, It wae made out of buffalo hide
and was chaped like a huge kettle. They call them bull
boats., I don”t think a white man could get into one, let
alone row one, One couple was trying to get a span of
ponies acrosze the river. The =quaw rowed, and the man held
the ponies and the ponies went ahead and pulled the boat.
A1 went well until the parniegs concluded to go back. Then a
pulling match began. We did not stop to see how it came
cut. Between Union and Bedford the Yellowstone river comes
ir. It was fully as big and muddy ae the Micsouri. We did
not stop at Bedford and Know title about it as we caw but
little fraom the river,

September 25. FRocse c¢hot ancther deer today that
wasltcookKing at us as we passed along. It was fully sixteen
feet awar. The deer here are ac thick as <heep, judging by
the tracks but as we have all the meat we want we do not
ctop to hunt. The country has a fine appearance and good
agrawth of qgrass.

September 248. Nothing of interecst today, the banks
very high, the bottom land all covered with willow brush.

September 27. It rained in the night so we got & late
start. A bad head wind against ue all day. It began raining
irn the afterncon and of courcse no place to camp for milecs.
We were compelled to pull in and climb a bank about ten feet
perpendicularly and it was & big Jjob to hoist &ll cur

luggage up. It rained most all night.

September 2Z8. A very dicagreeable day, wet and cold.
The country is very rough and barron. We passed the maouth
of Knife river, It rained co we had to stop ccon. We are
now on the reservation of the Reee and Groswventres. The
agency e at Berthold.

ptember 2%. It was fearfully cold and dicsagreeable

! 1V want to row. It cleared off and got warm encugh
a keep our teeth from chattering. We Killed two geece

. We aleo got a fine lot of grapes. ble camped about

0 miltes above Berthold,

September 20, The weather waz bad when we left camp
and befoare we got to Berthold it was snowing and blowing
furicusly., We would have camped but there was no wood near
the post. We got come supplies. I had to watch the boat ac
uzual. Sewveral Indiane came begging for meat and wanted to
trade potatcez for meat or a pony for one of our rifles,

But we were not cut to trade. We went scme five miles in
the =torm and camped in a willow thicket where we found
plenty of wood.
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October 1. We had some doubts about leaving camp as it
waes very windy and rainy, finally got away about 8:20 a.m.
Furn abkout two miles against a strong head wind and pulled
into camp an the scuth bank of the river, about hal+f way
between Forte Berthold and Stephencon. Country very high
and bBluffy on south side of river and a fine level prairie
ornn the naorth. Our camping ground is in a very nice piece of
timber, grapes in abundance and plenty of deer. Failed to
Kill any» but caw plenty.

October 2. FPulled cut late, as the weather was
threatening and a strong head wind. Passed Fort Stephenson
atout ¥ a.m. and ae the river rune northerly course here
acrase the bottom we were soon under the bluffe on the north
cide. Here we encountered & wery strong esmell of burning
ceal and judged the coal banks of which there were plenty
cropping up on both sidese of the river in view, From two to
six feet in thicknesz, were on fire not far away. About
nocn we =aw the signe of civilization, since leaving Fort
Buford. Guite a colony of settlers have come in here this
csummer and are making homee for themeselves on & fine rolling
prairie as borders on the Missouri, with coal in abundance
and some timber. Here Rose Killed a goocse. Geese are very
plentiful but we do not hunt them. Thie afternoon we pass
through some beautiful country on both sidee of the river
and at night camp in & settlers grove on the north bank.
Here we <ee plum buches, the first we have seen on the trip.

October 3. This morning about daw light we were
threatened to & heavy thunder storm but later it cleared off
and we reached cur journey at ocur usual hour., Passed
through & nice country with cccasionally & small settlement.
Made a fair dars run and camped on the south bank a short
dicstance above Fainted Woode.

October 4. A hard wind as usual, but are very thankful
that it ie clear, I did not get my beaver last night as I
expected toc, and hence feel rather down epirited as our
csupply of meat is running low., Rose having Killed but two
geese yesterday. Foor Fanny, the dog, begine to appreciate
the situation and Keeps in the back ground as much as
pocsible, but as we are nearing EBiemark, her chances faor
lite are good for a few davs yet.

Here we cee more effectz from the high water of tweo
years ago, thanm at any other point on the river so far. 1
see marke on treec at least eighteen feet above ground and
the banks are about twelwe feet above the water,
consequently the river must have been twenty feet higher
during the high water of that year than now. Left camp
early, pasted Fainted Woode, ac fine a body of timber as
there is above Bismark, with conziderable settlement on both
sides., About 10:00 &a.m. pacssed Wogansport and passed under
the bridge at Bismark about 4:00 p.m. and pulled in alona
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cide the steamer, "Dakota", juet below and was invited on
hoard to cook and cleep, which affer we gladly accepted.
Eiemark ie a wide awake wectern town, on the north side of
the river, being situated some over & mile from the nearest
point to the river, where the csteamboat landing ics.

OQctober 5. Here we parted company with our friend
Rose, who took the train for home this morning. It was not
without =zome misgivings that we licstened to the parting
worde aof Rose which was, that from this on we would have tco
furnich our own meat, as he could not be with us always, but
for fear we might starve would Kindly leave ue hie
"Winchester", which consaled us, and as we still had Fanny,
we felt wvery hopeful that we might reach the next trading
post before supplies failed., Fanny seemed to have grave
doubte about the future, but wae fimally persuaded to embark
with us again. Fasesed Fort A. Lincoln abcocut 8:00 a.m. The
tort is nicely situated on & high bluff on the ccuth side of
the river, five milesz below EBismark. Here is where the.
Sioux in 1884 cstopped a cteamer and besieged her until help
in the chape of another boat with cannon could come from St.
Louvuie., Passed through & nice country all day, makKing good
run and camped at niaght just below the ruins of old Fort
Rice as we suppoced.

Cur spirite rose considerzbly as Al and Fanny Killed &
badger. The sound of Indian drums was plainly heard during
the night,

Gctober &0 A& very cloudy morning, et we pulled out
early and made qcod time although the day was rainy. e
pacsed & trapper who was in & sKiff towing a cance filled
with beaver <kinz that he had caught in the river. Indians
plenty along the couth side. Saw two wery large bucks on &
ver» =mall pony. Another buck was making frantic gestures
ta use and he went and pointed to something in the river
which proved to be a water keg. We got it for him for which
he appeared thankful., We passed a white settlement as we
supposed on the south bank, in which were some wery nice
houses., Verw blutfy on the north, bkle camped about two miles
below the settlement. Pacsced Fort Yatee about noon on south
bank.

Octaber ¢, Got an early ctart thie morning and were
favored with a dense fog until about 10:00 a,m. I got a
chot at come geese, Killing one. Later Brigge Killed cne
and Al & duck. Country is bluffy on the south side with
ravines filled with scrub cedars. Timber ic getting scarce
along the river and what there is, is on islands on one of
which we camped.

OGctober 8. A1l up early endeavoring ta cee the comet,:
which was dicscovered by Al yesterday morning. The sKy was
somewhat cloudy and all we could see of the comet was an
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occasional qlimpse of ite tail. We Killed four ducks, one
goose and cone chicken., The river wvery wide and crocoked,
running in all directions. Country much the same as
resterday, not settled and few Indiancs,

Qctober 9, Started early expecting to make Pierre
today, Our cupplies are getting low. Shot one good duckK
and two poor ones. Al shot & wildcat that was inspecting us
from the bank. He gave us an exhibition of csome lofty
tumbling., Passed Fort Bennett late in the afterncon and
camped just below. UOne of the nativee took supper with us.
Timber <till very scarce and rather a rough country on both
csides of the river.

October 10. Although our stock of provicsione is

getting low, ocur appetites are strangely good. If we don’t
reach Fierre today I tremble for poor Fanny. As we advance,
signs of civilization begin to increase. No timber and all

the drift was gathered along the cshore, The wind raised,
and of courcse was right in our teeth., This made our
progrecss slow. About 1:00 o'clock we sighted 2 town on the
sauth, 0ld Fort Pierre, then a ferry bocat and some oares on
the left, and then we Knew we were nearing Fort Pierre.

Here we saw Baby Mine, the zmallect boat on the river,
belonging to Captain Grant Marsh., Also saw a very large
gtock boat. Got another grub cutfit at Eacst Pierre, which is
& thriving village, I chould judge about S00 inhabitante,
nicel» situated, but the surrcunding cauntry is very broken
and hilly on both sides of the river. Old Fort Fierre, or
az come call it, lWest Pierre, is nearly oppocite and a
little below East Pierre, at the mouth of Bad river. We did
not Qo up to the town but chould judge it was not as large
or thritty as East Pierre. We ran down about five miles and
camped. Bluffs very high and barren,

October 11, e had a very bad day. Head wind, cloudy
and showers, At 10:00 a.m. we passed the grave of George F.
Eelders, the white chief Killed by an Indian in 1&87&. The
spot 1= marked by a large white cross. The country here
lacks better than for several davs. Fine bottom lTand along
the river with some timber. I Killed a goose. Made a very
tine run and camped in a nice place surrounded by owle and
cand hill cranes.

October 12, Bright and clear and we leave early. Wind
northwest for & wonder, but we being to see the reason as we
enter upon the forty mile bend, I+ it blew in any other
direction it would not be in ocur ¥ace. Part of the time we
were running due northwest, by ocur compass. Country very
bluff» again, gulches filled with scrub cedars and very
little timber. Camped near an Indian miccsion on the north
bark and had a drum serenade at night.
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October 13. Had a late start and head wind. Saw great
droves of mud hens, and a few ducke of which we Killed four,
Interviewed two Indiane but as neither of them could talk
United States, the convercsation was not interestng. Fassed
Chamberlain about nocon where we laid in come more supplies,
Chamberlain is very nicely situated, some larger than East
Pierre, and appeared to be decing & much bigger business,

The surrounding country is good but high, and with little
battam land. There is some cettlement on anm agency on the
south bank,

October 14, Fine morning, found a party pulling young
cottonwood trees and had quite -a chat with hem. Finest day
we have had for some time. Fasced the U.5. Surveying
partyon board the St. Louis, Misscuri in the atternoon.

October 1S, This wae the date we had fixed upon to
arrive home, but man propozes and God disposes, here we are
120 miltee or more awar. Ancther bad day, very windy and
disagreezble, yet we make very good time. Pascsed Fort
Randall early, and zoon after, Yankton AGency. Used sail
some az wind was favorable. Country much the came as
resterday. Camped early abocut five miles above Niobrara.

Dctober 146, A very cool morning, but we are getting
anxicouse to reach home and leave early. FPassed the mouth of
the Niobrara, about 8:00 a.m. The town of that same name
looks as if it had suffered much from the flood of two yearcs
aqqa. Running bater does not lock as enterpricsing acs either
af the railroad towne above.

Pacscsed Springtield about 10:00 and Borhomne &n hour
later, and Yankton about S:00 p.m. Camped about five miles
below. Killed plenty of ducks today.

Tuesdar, October 17. Got an early start and with a
favorable wind made big time. Fassed St. Helena early in
the da» and not long atter sighted Vermillion. Then we
began to feel that our journex was almost ended. When at
the mouth of Turkey CreekK we found W.E. Ellysen and Mr.
Davie who chanced to ke there, UWe loaded cur effecte into
the wagon, tied up our beoat and called cur journey ended.
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"By James Denney

World-Herotd $tof vrriter ;
‘ - Newcastle, Neb.

LAINS INDIANS living in Dixon County, Neb., in the

P early 1303s might have looked to the stars for guidance
- In their hunting or planting or religious ceremonies.

So believes Donald J. Blakeslce, a Wichita (Kan.) State

University anthropologist who believes he has literally dug up . .

evidence that supports the idea that these early inhabitants
used astronomy to help determine their living habits.

Blakeslee, 42, said a subterranean house that he, his stu-
dents and volunteers excavated last summer northeast of
Newcastle points to “a defmite interest on the part of the
occupants in star garing.”

The house Is similar to other earthen lodges of the period
that have been excavated — except for an exceptionally long

‘entryway. iy

.
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“This particular house's enu{ance appears to be 30 feet
long, twice the normal distance,” Blakeslee said. *“The house
-itself was appraximately 20 by 20 feet, or almost square.”

---= At the back of the house was a hole from where a person

could look directly through the entrance northeast toward the
horizon, toward what is now South Dakota.

" Within this perspective is a single, small hill, and, Blakes-
lee said, ..e believes a person standing in the hale might have
used the hill to visually align a star.

Since returning to the Wichita campus, Blakeslée said,

astronomical research has led him to believe that “‘Capella, a -

first magnitude yellow star’ probably would have appeared in
a pasition above the hill in 1300.

. *“This culture may have used the sighting of this star to
help the occupants determine when to hunt buffalo or plant

" squash and other vegetables.

“It could have assisted them in knowing when to hold
religious ceremonies." '

the dwelling, and they were probably pottery malers,
farmers and buffalo hunters, he said.

This St. Helena culture — named after a 1838s dig necar the

Cedar County community — was a predccesser of the Paw-

. E S MANY AS EIGHT PEOPLE might have cccupied

" nees in Nebraska and the Arikarecs in South Dakota, Blakes-

lee said.

Other evidence indicates that a wall post might have becn
placed near the hole on which the dwellers could hang “medi-

cine bundles.” The bundles, he said, were containers for “sa-

cred objects,” which could range frocm a dead bird to an
effigy plpe holder. “These bundles might have been hanging
from the pole and would have been in a position in which the

light of the star would have beea cast upon them,” he said.

Blakeslee, with a grant from Earth Watch, a Belmont,
Mass.-based organization, conducted the dig last summer.

" Earth Watch assists archacologists and paleontologists in

finding volunteers to assist in a variety of scientific projects
throughout the world.

In 18583, also with help from Earth Watch and the Ne-
braska State Historical Society, Blakes!ee surveyed the area
which has come to be krown as ‘“Annie’s Site,” named for
Annie Lamprecht, a Dixon Comty farm widow upon whose
land the dig was canducted.

Blakeslee said Mrs, Lamprecht long has been interested in
prehistoric and historic Indian cultures. She has dc-2 a little
digging herself, he sald, and has searched her land for surface
finds of arrowhead points and other Indian objects.

Last year, Mrs. Lamprecht cooked for the diggers, who
slept in tents along the Missouri and showered at Newcastle
High School. '

Blakeslee believes the people in the Lin '
. . coln office thought
Washington was ordering them to hire him for a field job le?e

. Instltution planned at a Paleo-Indian site on the Crow Indian

Reservation |
peer in Montana for the U, Army Corps of Engi-

He worked the Montar: i°bp then returned with the e ..

StV inanle e ... )
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« wuouil, DECame a laboratory assistant for Smithsonian and |

completed studies for his bachelor’s degree at the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln.

Later, he earned a master’s degree at UNL and a doc-
torate from the University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee. ’

E SAID HE PROBABLY wouldn’t have become in-
Hvolved in the Annie’s Site dig if he hadn’t been invited
to join two other scientists making an archaeclogical
survey of the Missouri River from Gavins Point Dam, near
Yankton, S.D., to roughly Ponca State Parik,
It was during this survey that I met Annie Lamprecht

and became interested in the extremely interesting archaeo- -

logical evidence on her land.”
Blakeslee said that through the centuries, several cultures
lived in and near Annie’s Site.

“Because of fur trappers, Lewis and Clark, Prince Max-

imillan and others who went up the river before & massive
white invasion, we have their diaries to tell us what they saw.
This has helped me in my work, I have a library with books
written by and about these pioneers on the river.”

Annie’s Site is near Dixon County's Volcano Hill, which
some of the first Missouri explorers thought was Nebraska's
only volcano. But Blakeslee said there is no evidence to proye
It ever existed.

Most of the hill has eroded, but in what remeins Blakeslee
has found seams of a soft coal which “could have smoldered
for years from prairie fires, giving credence to the reports of
volcanic actlvity.” :

_ Blakeslee said he also had read reports that the hill at cne
time was occupied by little people or midgets, “Just about
everybody who came West has heard or written about little
people legends. Their existence has never been proven.”

_In addition to the long entryway of the heuse at Annie’s
Site, foot bones of a large dog or wolf were uncovered, giving
Blakeslee additional evidence that the occupants might have
been interested in astronomy.

“We know that certain cultures and later historic tri <5
Identified Important stars of the year as wolves,” he said.

LA!{ESLEE.SAID NO EVIDENCE links his astro-

nomical discovery in Nebraska with the “medicine

wheel,” a circle of carefully placed rocks in a circle

found tn the Big Homn Range near Sheridan, Wyo. Some sci-

entists believe the wheel was used by an Indian culture to
determine the solstice.

*“The only comparison,” Blakeslee said, “is that instend of

a wheel, here in Nebraska we have a long entryway pointing

toward the horizon that might have been used for alignment
withastar.”
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Since wars begin in the mindse of men, it is in the
minds of men the defenses of peace muct be constructed.

Certainly, the enemiec of international understanding, ;
gocdwill and peace are concscicue of our infirmities. They
procltaim them far and wide. The Kind of America we offer to
the incpection of nations ie decparately important. To our
enemies, one notcocricous gangster is worth a battalion of
csaldiers, cne corrupt government agency ie worth a regiment,
one group of misguided men, burning a fiery crose in some
lanely field is more effective ascitance than a division.

e

-

But the contrary propostion ic equally true, that the
ettorte of individuale and groups, to improve social
conditions, to fight corruption, to guide our youth and
condem dicscrimination, are reinforcemente in the cauce of
peace,

Individuzl man is slaw to recognize his own importance !
and the significant part which he can play., It is all too 1
easy to take refuge in the thﬁuqh', “What can I, asz one
tittle person do? My vote won’t be miczed, my absence won’t

hurt. What I can do ic o little. OfF hide behind the
excuse of thinking that such matters are more properly the
caoncern of othere."

Our place in cur communitiez ie of most importance to

a1l America. Let ue be on guard at 311 times zgainst cut i
cide influence. Big ships on & turbulent ccean can turn i
right or lett, by a werv small cobiect, "A rudder."

Let us take ewery cccasion to review our objectives, !
identity our targets and move toward them with z renewed 5
cence of urgency. i

Let uvue resolve, "I am only one, but I am cne, ! cannaot ft
do ewverything, but I can zome something. And by the Grace of i
God, I will do what I can do."

The foremost thing in our Founding Father’e minds, to
the Fioreers of cur land was, "To ceek the Kingdom of God,

Ferssonal Freedom and Fersonzl Responsibility, The strength
af the Individual, where & man‘s word was as good z2s hisz
bond."”

He twas willing to endure great hardehips, asking only
tor an unfettered chance for something better.,

From cut of sticke and sod, they built the areatest
nation on earth., From cut of the stickes, they formed &
govenment and drew up the greatecst documente ever written
into government of free people. From ocut in the sticke came
"Government of the Feople by the Pecple, for the People."
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These tell the ctory of America, these tell the story of the
Individual. ’

, Ien’t it remarkable how cur Funding Fathers built this
agreat nation without any help from Congress? Sometimes now
day¥s, | wonder if we are letting government take the eticks
away from uz=. I‘m afraid if we don’t wake up scon to our
own recsponsibility, all the sticke will be in Washington.

He dug the scil, planted it, ended it and soon took it
over. He swore at primitive toole and invented mcdern ones.
He built great cities, churches and places of learning. Man
who once walked behind oxen in rough and rcadlecse fields,
now ride tractore, drive behind the wheele of shining cars
on flashing highwaye. Fly like birds in the air, swim likKe
fish in the ccean, travel in outer space, shocoting for the
moon . .

Thece tell the story of America. These tell the etory
of the Individual Man.

Now, if we can ever learn to live together like men!
This ise the great opportunity we have of awakening and

mabilizing cur manpower, for clear thinking, in this
emerging race between sanity and catastrope.

Untese cur public leadere are backed by cuch men as we
find in B.P.C.,E., they may once more be beatern by tragic
circumstances,

Undercstanding is not a collective things it ie the
product of capable individuale, injecting their force and
perconality into the whole community life that spreads itz
intluence around the world,

Our time is one of continuing criges, in which error
may be catastrophic, Our decicions as a nation and people
must be bazed not cnly on knowledge, but alec an wisdom.
Intellectual integrity and Christian Faith constitute the
combined committment. Through such & commitment, the
Eencvolent and Protective Order of Elks strives to combine
Knowledge with wisdom,

On thie day may we ask Diwvine Bleceing upon this
vernture.,

An old astronomer whose eyecight had been dimmed
acquired the service of a young man to assist inm his studies
of the Heavens. One night the yYoung man burst into the old
astronomer‘s study. He had diccovered a new star of great
magni tude and wanted him to cee it. The old man plated his
eve to the teleszcrope hbut turned away in dismar. He could
not csee the ctar. There wae a bright arc light burning in

17




the street just ocutside and the young man thought that this
might be the reason. He requected the light department to
turn off that series of lights for & few moments and when
all waes dark, the old Master placed his eye to the telescope
and shouted, "I see it my boy."

Often times, lecsser lighte, obstruct our view of
greater lights. In thie day of crisis around the world,
there are times man hacs neqglected qood and been overcome by
temptation. In our rush of every day living, we loose sight
of cur fellowman. Men are blinded to purety and
understarnding by the brilliance of power,

Today, the light of the Eastern Star, that Light of i
Peace on Earth, Goodwill Toward Men, is being dimmed by the i
lurid lighte that arice from the marches and slcaughs of
COMMUn i Sm. :

I would like to recall to your mind the worde of Our
Savier, in the Sermor on the Mount. “"Ye are the light of i
the world., Let your lighte sc chine before men that they ;
may <ee your good works and glorify your Father in Heaven."
When that mind ie in you and I, in Elke where ever they may
racam, when cur hands administer to the needs of our
communities and our feet are chod with the preparaticon of
the Gospel of Light, arcund the world, then we can csay we
truly understand the =zignificance of that Devine Utterance,

- o m A AN
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An old man ninety years old, was planting & fruit tree. "
A young man passing by asked, "Qld man, why are you planting i
& fruit tree? You’ll not live to enjoy itse fruit.” The Old

== =

Mar replied, "Scon, all my 1ife I have been eating fruit from
treez cthers have planted. I'm planting this tree that
others may eat the fruit from & tree I planted."

| i

Our departed Brothers, handed the torch tc us; let us
be fzxithful in handing it onto athers., There ic much to be
done and little time to do it.

At timee like these, at the loss of dear ones, I like
to think and take comfort in Faul’s desccription of a
chipwreck, found in Acte 27:44, "mnd the rest, =zome on
boards and <ome on broken pieces of the zhip, And it came to

3
pass, that they all escaped szafe to land."

What occcured in Paul“s account of a shipwreck, often
takes place in the lives of human beingz. The swift storme
break throuagh in their fury and cur ships of happiness or
peace are broken. It ie then we have visicone of safe
harbore, where we may abide in security and comfort, and
wish we had a ship abkle to carry us safely in. But we
seldom have the craft we desire. We have to "Make Shore on
Broken Pieces." -
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The secret of cuch courage may ke found in what thece
shipwreck victims did. First, they took what waes at hand.
They did not refuse a epar or plank becauce it was not a
fully rigoged ship, but clung on to the fragments of their
former cecurity. Second, thee wvwictime left off pitying
themselwves., Thic was a time to act, to be lagaard was to
die. To expect aid from othere without doing their own
part, would be foolicsh. Third, they accomplished their
salvation, with the help of God. To rail at God, was to no
avail, but to trust Him was to have the aid of one who
understcocod all the stormes of life.

Whern the storms come, the loss of security, the
tragediecs of nations and people, the lose of dear onecs, they
leave us shaken, dispossessed, empty. But from the, "Eroken
Fieces of Memory, Friende, Loved Crnes, Faith in God’s Love,
the Spiritual Ministries of the Church" it is possible to
"Make Shore" and feel that peace which never ie quite
understood but deeply felt, The patient and happy coul is
the cone which has looked to Him, who has "Made Shore" on

broken pieces of Calvary.

ve remmember that the light from a Yite
hat although this earthly life is ended, it
les

1
never dies., T
=~ ey in tte time, kKindled & Vight in many

has never—-the
ancother .
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MEMORIAL DAY | |
Eustis, Nebraska . May 31, 197¢
by W.k. Ellyson
Commander, Legionares, Auxillary and dedicated Americans.
. . .
Mre. Ellyson (Nada) and I are happy to have this
privilege and honcr to participate in this Memorial Day
Service, and we appreciate charing thie day» with you.
On this Memorial occasion, I would like to quote, "The
13%rd Pealm." "Behold, how good and how pleasant it ie for
Brethern to dwell together in unity. It ie like the
precicus ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the
beard, even Aaran’e beard that went down ta the skirts of
hie garment, and ae the dew of Hermon, and z¢ the dew that
descended upon the Mountain of Z2ion, and there the Lord
commanded the blessinge, even life forever more."
We are met today, in the name of One, who gave His lite
that those who believe in Him, may never die but have
Eternal Lite.
Alfred Lord Tennyeon cet down the advice which cerves
as the title of my talk, "Tis well to remember men for their
good deede." s
The happenings of the past crowd in upon us. QOn }
certain days, such as Naticnal and Religicue Holidays, we
become aware of the influence of history. The thousand acts
and evente of the past, that have formed our present and
will shape our future,
When I menticned to my wife 1 wae acsked to give this
Memarial Day Service, zhe turned to the family bibkle, where
che Keeps many memories and gave me the following. It
waswritten by Hal Boxle many» wears ago. I want to read it
to you .. It reads as follaws:
LIHAT 15 MEMORIAL DAYT |
|
America, Thuredar, wearse & spring of Rosemar)y over its ;
heart for remembrance. |
A miracle of rescurection takes place in millione of I

households a&s the dead come home again, and walk the earth
once more in gladnecss,

Their precences ie invicsible toc the eye, inescapable to ;
the spirit. For this haunting day of return, they are as
alive as us,
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The loneliest man in the land is the man who has none
to remember on Memorial Day. He ie indeed a soul lost, &
stranger on the earth, a pilgrim going from nothing to no
where. For it is the memory of the dead that in great
measure Keeps us human, that sets ue apart from stone and
star, moss and mole, and all other feeling and unfeeling
prisoners of the great jailor time.

"What is Memorial Day?" asks the child. "Will I get &
precent, like an Christmas or my birthda»?" It ie a hard
question to answer. How can we, who are ourselves, _
childicshly bewildered by the myetery of both life and death,
explain the puzzle of that, living loving death we call
memaor »?

Ferhape the best answer »ou can give a child is to say,
"Memorial Day, is the day when everyone anyvone ever Knew is
alive, and nobody ic dead." len‘t that about as close as
you can get anywar?

The dead have more power over our lives than we
ordinarily realize., We read dead men“e book, sing dead
men”s scongs, obey dead men’es laws. Dead men taught ue to scw
the earth and reap the harvest. Dead men wan us our present
perilouse safety (we ecpecially honor them this day) and to
dead men we owe our fineet wicions of heaven.

It ie a corruption of Memorial to make it a trek into
sadness and self-pity. 1t should ideally be & chared voyage
of rediccavery. For haw coften, when we summon up the memory
or our dear dead, are we curprised to find that through some
mystic alchemy, we now undercstand them better and appreciate
them more than when they walked daily among us.

Fertaps on Memarial Day, the dead may even feel the
way toward us, the living., It well may be. Surely, if
has a perspective, death does too. End of article,
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Originally, May 30th, wasz chserved to pay honor to
cxldierse Killed in the Ciwil lblar, Subeequently, it honored
those who fe211 in later wars., Ultimately, the observance of
the day became one to honor not only the military dead and
to decorate the gravez of relatives and friends, but a Day
ta Remember Cur @American Heritage, in the hope that it would
be kKept from year to year.

Now the day is cone of several, which by Congressional
action is on Monday, no matter what the actual day on which
May 20th falle.

It ic pleasant to have the three-day weekKends, but I
fear we are forgetting the original purpose of "One Day
MarkKed for Memory, Memorial Day."

~
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It was in 1842, that Thomas Fuller wrote, "A good
memory ie the beet monument."

On this day we pause with profound reverence to pay
tritute to Our Honored Dead. They fought in ware because
they felt it was their duty and obligation. To risk their
precicus livee for the cauce of Justice and Rightecusnecss.
They Knew that to enjoy the blesgings of Liberty, the
responcibilities of good citizenship muet be barne.

It ie said, "The Erave taste death, only once, the
coward tastes it & thousand times."

I believe the reason a date for Memorial Day was chosen
near the end of May ie cbwvious. At that time flowere are
freshest, the grass on graves greener, But the choice was a
good one for ancther reason aleo. Spring ie & time for
growth, not death. And Memarial Day cught to be & time for
dedication to taske undone.

Hictoriane cannot record fully the walor of the men whao
fought and died for Freedom. But there is a recording
Angel, far superior to the administrative abkility of the
military, who sete down the hercic deede of men.

It ie said, "Man hae need of eymbole." Poet, Ralph
Walde Emerson wrote, "A good symbol ise the becst argument,
and is a missiconary to persuade thousands.'

I would 1ike to direct your attention to the Flag of
Our Country. It wase conceived in the Dreame of Literty and
in the Hopes of Freedom. It is a constant inspiraiton to
every lover of this country. It demands unswerving loyality
and wholehearted devotion fo the principles of which it is
the gloricus reprecentative. It is the majestic symbol of
Freedom under constitutional government., LEST WE FORGET!
It represents Gearge Washington and those brave patricts who
froze and ctarved at Vallew Forge, held together with raw
courage and burning patrictiem. @abrabham Lincoln and the
Blue and the Grey, wheo fought brother against brother, to
preseruve the Unicon.

It fliec cver the graves of those wha gave their all,
and stared to watch the poppies grow in Flanders Fields,
amid the crosses row on row.

The 31,000 Americane who lie there are forever young.
They never Knew those glorious football weekends, those

Legion Conventione, their children crying in the night,

winter vacationz in Florida. They missed the deprecssion,
house payments, the new cars with the gear shift levers on
steering wheels,
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Yee, many of them are forgotten now. For the gune that
blazed across thoce scenic and wooded hills are stilled.
Forever We Hope. '

Lest we faorget! Alsc an this Memorial Day, those who
lie under the prairie scd, all but forgotten in abandoned
cemeteries, or in come lonely pasture, except for a roughly
hewn marker.

Those who sleep in unmarkKed graves along the picneer
trailse., Those also are the graves to be remembered by all
who recognize the struggle and hardshipes of conquering a new
frontier.

The poet wrote, "Fully many & roce is born to blucsh
unseenrn and waste ite sweetneszes on the desert air."

They will alwaye remember, America will alwars
remember, May the cun shine bright upon the resting places
of thcose brave dmericans whose memory we reepect and cherich
this day. May the gentle breezes that bestir the flowers,
pltaced tenderly and lavingly upon their graves, scothe and
hearts of those who placed them there.

Let ue remember, "The Light from & lite never dies,
that although thie earthly life has ended, it has
never—the—-lecse in itse time, Kindled a light in many
ariother.”

Memorial Day ie a day and time when the Nation needs tc
remember COur American Heritage,

It was Bendjamin Franklin who said, after signing the
Declaration of Independence, "That he would like toc come
back in 200 wears and cee if Americane ctill value their
Freedom." Many true Americans are proving they do by
demonstrating over and cover again that the true strenath of
Freedom 1ljves in the dedicated hearte of individuals.

bihat Qur éamerican Heri

ritage meanse to each individual
determines the s=piritual eszse

nce of cur Nation’s palicies,

We the pecple of the United States of America ... &and
it is with these simple words, "We The People" that our true
heritage of Freedon ic established. That We the Feople muct
make certain that those Fundimental Beliefe and Historical
Documente be undercstood by ocurselves and brought to the
attention of future generations.

Thank God Our American Heritage can <till ke found in
that overwhelming majority of cur »oung people whose parents
have takKen the time and put forth the effort to incstill in
them., By Example, Faith in God, Love of Country and Respect

for its institutions.
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Today, as the world situation continuees to divide and
confuse, and we witness a constant struggle between the
forces of Liberty and opprescsion, and on the home <scene
agitation and discontent, it seems appropriate that this is
a time when we ehould acquaint curcelves with the principles
by which our Democracy conducts itself.

The Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of
the United States, the Bill of Rights, all elaborate the
great principles upon which cur precent society was created.
It takee less than thirty minutes to read all of them. In
doing thie, we shall find and understand Cur Heritage.
Because in these we shall discover the principles which
guarantee cur freedom and point out our responcibilities.
Here are the great privileges of American Citizenship. @A
free, independent citizen’s cstake in the nation.

Freedom ie every American’s Birthright and Freedom is
every American’s Responeibility. When we take the time to
reflect upon the meaning of cur Birthright of Freedom, we
have & better understanding of what these blecssinge bring to
us. MWe realize that "Freedom is not being free from .
something, it is being free for something,"

I+ the honored dead could kKnow of the events of the
past few years and could epeak briefly to uve today, they
would say, “If Ye break faith with ue who die, we shall not
sleep."

Let us recsclve that we will Keep the faith of CQur
Fathers. That we will do honor to the memory of those whao
gave their last full meacsure of devoticon to ocur Country.
When you drink of the water, don’t forget the spring from
mwhich it flaws.
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TributeTo

O_ur Flag

WALTER C. FISHER, 33°

6815 7th Avenue West,

HE American flag is a symbol

' of everything that is good
about our Country. Although
special emphasis is given Old Glory
on June 14, May 30 and November
11, every day should be flag day: a
day for all citizens to show that we
are proud to be Americans,
thankful that we are Americans,
and richly blessed to have the
glorious privilege of living in
America. What a priceless heritage
has been left us by those who have
lived in this land in days gone by!
History tells us over and over again
of the dedication, the determina-
tion, the sacrifices, hardships and
disappointments of our forebears.
They persevered; they pledged their
lives, their fortunes and their sacred
honor to build in this rugged land
a new nation, founded on the basic
principles of faith in God, freedom,
justice, liberty, equality; a govern-
" ment of the people, by the people,

Bradenton, Florida 34209

and for the people. May it never

perish from the earth!

What can we do today to keep
these wonderful blessings and
privileges intact? How can we insure
that all these qualities will be here
for our children and their children
after we are gone? What greater
legacy can we leave them than one

of liberty, justice, freedom and all

the rest of those priceless attributes

which make life in America so pleas-
ant? Let us teach our children and
grandchildren our history, our
heritage, their heritage, and impress

- upon them not only the privilege of

that heritage, but the responsibility
of perpetuating the American spirit.
Today our Nation is faced with
awesome challenges, but sometimes
we don’t or won’t face up to them.
We are too willing to enjoy the good
life, to take all our many blessings
for granted with no thought of
tomorrow.
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How can we secure our rightful
place in the world, a position of
self-respect and the respect of all
responsible nations? We must
realize that we cannot be Santa
Claus to every other country, nor
can we be policemen attempting to
convert age-old customs and prin-
ciples of foreign nations to our

. ways. But we should insist that

every American understands our
Nation’s history, respects our
government, and honors our

glorious flag.
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Let us have hope. Let us have
faith. Let us ask God to sustain us
for the good of all mankind. But let
us also prepare. In the defense of
our Nation there can be no second
best! The time has come to say to
every defeatist, to every detractor of
this Country, to every flag burner,
to every terrorist, to every appeaser,
“Enough is enough. The United
States of America is the greatest
land on earth. There is more
freedom here, there is more oppor-
tunity here, there is more hope here
than in any other land. You will not
destroy her!”’

But let us concentrate on the
positive. God built a contirient of
glory and filled it with treasures un-

we are Amencans “and nchiy blessed to have the glonous
. pnvﬁege of hvmg in America.
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told. Then he called a thousand
peoples and summoned the bravest
among them. They came from the
ends of the earth, each bearing a
gift, a faith, a hope. The excitement
of adventure was in their eyes, the
glory of hope and faith was in their
souls. Out of the labor and prayers
of men, the bounty of earth, and
the hopes of the world, God
fashioned a nation in love, blessed
it with a purpose sublime, and let
it be called America.

And what an America it turned
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out to be! Where but in America do
people have the freedom to do pret-
ty much as they please? Where but
in America can one travel from
coast to coast and anywhere in be-
tween, with no one to stop him, or
question him, or demand identifica-
tion, or passes or visas? Were it not
for the American flag there would
be no freedom, no open gatherings

“of men of good will. All that is good

about America is represented by
that flag.

So the next time you see Old
Glory waving majestically in the
breeze, look at it reverently, thank

- God for it, and listen closely to its

message of freedom and _]uStICC for

all:
Even
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QUR AMERICAN HERITAGE

I think it would be a wonderful thing if every
organization in America would set a time each year to
observe cur American Heritage. .

This observance not in the ususl patriotic sense for
the occasion, but because we as Americane should bring to
our families, our friends and our communities an awarenecs
of the need for a revival of those fundamental beliefe and
historical documents that brought this country from ite
infancy to the pocition of leaderchip and greatnecs which it
enjors. A revival of the truly American way of life.

My tallk ie not a new look. It i an old look at new
realitie=z,

Ao fewn momente of reflection will remind us where we
came from, how we got here, and where we are today. Are we
all better off today than we were fifty or & hundred years
ago?

I would like to take you back to our nation’e beginning
and think with »ou about some of the things and events, you
and 1 heard s much about in ocur younger years, which the
young falke today hear so little about. There is 5o much to
be tald about Our America and so little being taold.

The happenings of the paszt crowd in upon ue. On
certain dare, csuch asz Mational and Religicus Holidars, we
become aware of the influence of history. The thousand acts
and events of the past that have formed cur present and will
shape our future.

Grn July 4th for instance, we Americane are reminded of
the great Ideals and the men who founded Our Freedom.

We remember Washington, Lincoln, Webster, Jefferzon,
Franklin, OQur Filogrim Fathers and other=z. The Declaraticon
of Independence, Gettweberg Addresz, Chriztmas, Easter and
Thankzgiving., It iz well that we should rededicate
curselves, to the preservaton of those idezle and activitiec
for which they stood.

To recearch inta the many avenues of cur government’e
beginning and these men’s lives in a rewardingstudy, we
should count it a privilege to honor their memory.

Amer ica was founded on the unfaltering Faith in a
I

Devine Being, so would like to take you back further in
history.
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There came a Man, who caid, "Newer again must you allow
a man to be shackled or whip you. You are not chattel, not
property, not any man‘e beast of burden. Your soulse are
Eternal and Immortal. You are free men."

Thue it went acrose the centuries until there came
walkKing into the human story, & soul who told men, "They are
Brothers, Sane of a Common FAther.” He told them, “to Know
the truth and the truth would make them free." He uttered
wise cayings, dealing with greatness and dignity. These
cayings were gathered in a Book.

And o, Cur Pilgrim FAthers, rich in Biblical Faith,
and with these sayinags imbeded in their minds, Men put thiec
Good Book under their arme and et forth in little chipe,
across stormy seas, driven by the mighty conviction that
nobody could make slaves of them.

Something within drove them across tracklecse wastes to
an inhcepitable ehore o that they could worship God, in &all
the dignity of freemen.

Landing on that Immortal Reock, they consecrated this
new land to the "Sovereignty of God" and the "Supreme blorth
and Value of the Individual." Thuse & great dream had washed
upon the American Continent,

]

Thoese 101 pecple that set sail from England acrozs &
stormy ccean, did more to change the world than any other
event in the history of the world. The Ffiret form of Free
Government was written in the cabin of that frail cratt,
"The Mayflower" Known ac "The Mayflower Compact" and the
first words of that pact were, "In the name of God."

Never betore had & nation beern ecstabliched an a
religicus and philosophical baszis, & political and sccial
entity, completely new in human history.

Hiztory teaches us that work wae indeed a glorioue\part
ot the Filgrim experience. Thoee brave coulzs would newver
have set szil for the new world, much less remained, had
they not cwned & positive conception of labor and toil.
Farticularly meaningful, must have been the 01d Testament
Book of Nehemiah.

Summoning the peaple he pled with them to rectore the
walls of their fallen city. From near and far, men amswered
the call to duty. @and as Nehemiah wrote, “The peaople had a
mind to work." Difficulties were many; jealousy and greed
all raicsed their ugly heade. But the pecple had a2 mind to
work and work they did and the walls were consctructed and
the gozxl met.
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Nehemiah accustomed to royal living, being appointed
Governor by the King, might have indulged himself., But
Nehemiah proudly said, "I and my Brethern, have not eaten
the bread of the Governor." And <till, thie noble soul
would mot takKe advantage of hie station, Keeping hise fingers
out of the public purse. Increditable but admirable.

There wae a strange power in it all. In lese than two
centuries, this fertile scil and intellectual climate has
produced more wealth, more freedom, more human happinecs
tharn ever in the history of mankind.

It is worth noting, however, the svsztem of economics
the Pilgrime initially emplored. For the first three years
in the New World the Plymouth Colaony engaged in a form of
communal tiving. Whatever wealth and goods could be found
among them were equally shared. While employing this
system, they almost starved to death.

It was thus that Governor Bradford decided to dicspose
with government recponsibility and charged each individual
colaniset with looking after hie ocwn neede and Keeping
whatever abundance he produced. The eventual results were
that the FPilarims had cause to give thanke to Almiahty God,
for many Known blessings.

Their Faith and Industry set the pattern for the
building of this nation,

Ornly ace they determined not to eat the bread of the
government did their lots prosper.

It was this unique American attitude of self-reliance
that cauced the Free Enterprise system tao Flourish., A man
did not mind working and fighting for comething +n which he
believed and which contributed to his freedom and
independence, Ewern the Communict world ie beginning to

realize this axiom,

bWhat our country needz most todaw is= that zame
celf~reliance. Thi=s country was not built by men who relied
on s=amebiod, elze to take ¢

= are of them. 1t waz byt by men
who relied on themselwes, Who dared to shape their cwn
lives, Who had the courage to blaze new trails., Lkiho had
enough contidence in themzelvesz to take the necessary risks,
Though the days Tooked dark and the Jjob locked tough, it was
rall up »our sleeves men and try.

This self-reliance is Our American Legacy.

FMer icans & Americang. Some toandividual initiative,

I't s the zecret of that zomething that stamps
= call
others backbone., But whatever it is called, it is that
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precious ingredient in Qur Naticnal Character, one which we
must not loose.

OQur American Free Enterprice System, under which cur
country prospered and became great, was not a gift from the
Gods, but & rich inheritance, painfully and bravely built by

"Freedom Loving men and women who cared. '

I believe the builderse of this nation felt as they
believed, that Freedom required free men to achieve.

4 No matter their former fatheriand, no matter their
status in life, they joined America in the will to work,

Thoee sturdy picneers, men, women and children, from
many lands, many languages and nationalities, finding the
ocppreccions of government acroce the waters too grezat to
bear, were drawn if by magic, to the land of opportunityr.
They were willing to endure great hardehipe, asking only for
an unfettered chance for something better.

Covered wagon daye were not holidarse. Teaching
prairies to bloom wasn’t plar, building homes an the range
was no picnic for wives and mothers, bringing in 1,000 head
of cattle ien’t a lazy man‘s job. Here men worked harder
becauce there was more to work for, and there still is=.
Here women worked harder becauce the édmerican home was worth
it and <till ie.

1

n

Cut of etickse and eod they built the greateszt naticon on
earth, Qut of log cabinz came, "Government of the Feople,
By the People, For the Fecple." Sometimee I feel government
ie taking the sticks away from ugs and all the sticke will be
in Washingtaon.,

1
i
;
cuver, }
b

They dug the <oil and planted it and soon took it
They =zwore at primitive tools and invented modern ones. HMen
who ance walked behind oxen in rough and roadlecss fields, {
now ride tractors and drive nice shining carse on flashing i
highware., Thesze tell the ztory of Americx, These tell the i

=tory of the Individuzl. The foremost thought in our .
Founding Father 'z minds waz "Fersonal Freedom and Ferzonzd l
FesponzibiVity, the strencgth of the Individual.,"”

Freedom ie everw American’s Birthright and Freedom ic
every American’s Rezponsibility ... make no micstake about
that.

Freedom i< not being free from something, it is being
free for comething.

tion was born, dedicated to the propocition
that all men are created equal.,
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A emall group of farmers "fired eshots heard arcund the
world. We never gave up the ship, When in the course of
human evente. Not one cent for tribute, millicne for B
defense. We held our fire till we saw the whites of their :E
eyes. Of the pecople, by the pecople, for the people." Great £
words, scul stirring words, to echo down the corridors of |
time. PBut in-between thece Hicstoric Momente we went back to ;?
the job of building America. '

Fifty five men met on September 17, 1787 and ‘ 3&
deliberated almost four monthe before there was agreement to Y
the Constitution. Thece wice patriocte who framed the #]
Constitution were sworn to secrecy and met under locked ' :
doors and were incetructed by Wacshington to adopt ... "Only i
what we ourselves believe in, or how else can we defend it." i

1 There wae bitter argument and each delegate found P
abjections to many features of the Constitution. Agreement -
waz reached however because 21l recogrnized the need for
conscalidation of the states in aorder to protect the freedom

of all. And €0 it is with us today, in order toa have
Freedom for all, each of us must give up come individual
Liberty,

They had ectablicehed & new principle in the waorid,
With confident belietf in Devine Frovidence, they had
instituted a government whose powere came from the consent
of the governed.

It was just a little over Z00 weare ago that a small
agroup of men met and conceived & dream as to what Kind of
nation thic should be. They enscribed that dream in writing
and it simply stated that thice was to be a nation that

"Eestabliched Juetice, Insured the Domestic Tranmguility, -3
Prowided +or the Common Defenze, Fromoted the General _
Welfare, and Secured the EBleszings of Liberty, for curselvec i
and for ocur posterity." I

Today we aszk ourzeluwes what haz happened to that dream.

ble mutually piledg
tortunes, and Our Sacr
Independernce,

teo gsch other, "Ougr tiwves, Qur
50 e

= ! )
e Honor " claration of

Sooends the D

'
-
o

Our Fournding Fathere had many differences, but they
agreed on one things, "Their Sacred Honor.,'

ImWilliam Gladetone’ e wards, "The American
Constitutione is the mozt wonderful workes ever struck off at
a given time by the mind and purpoce of a man."

While signing the document, Washington said, "Should
the =tatee reject this excellent Constitution, the

probability is that an opportunity will never again oftfer to
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makKe another in peace, the next will be drawn in blood.
These man had scught and found & place where they» could
worehip God and live according to the dictatese of their own
conscience. '

Have we forgotten the sacrifices and heroic commitments
of such men as Washington, Franklin, Revere, Jefferson,
Madison, Monroe, Randolph, Patrick Henry and innumerable
others? They gave up their comforte, their phyesical
security, their very homee, to bear arme and mare
importantly to bear witness for what they Knew was right and
true. Yes, at imminent hazard to their lives, they stood up
and were counted, Knowing that if the Revolution had failed,
they would have been hanged as traitore to the Briticsh
Crown .

e in particular, let us consider with veneration the
contribution made by the women of the Coloniece trom the
start. Under what primitive conditions did they bear their
children. How hard they labored to rear such stalwart sone,
who would serve Our Country with <o much distinction, Haow
much courage and devotion they posseszed to help their men
carry on sa wvaliantly.,

In honoring Cur Founding Fatheres, let us extend to Our
Founding Mothers, their ftull share of bravery and profound
aratitude,

es tricts were willing ta pay the price. They
Knew that "Freedom is not Free,"

It ie about time we regained cur cense of hicstaory. It
s time we summoned the courage, displaved by Our Founding
Fathers in writing the Conetitution. It i time to rekindle
in ourzelves and in our children, the old-facshicned way of

patrictism, & burning realizticn that "Freedom ie not Free.

d
LS

A far more wiser political philozopher declared, "The
detericration of eversy gowvernment begins with the decay of
the principles upon which it was founded, and its people no
loenger remember " SooYet usz oo forward with Faith, Courage,
Strength and LT, This i e Jast best hope of the world
and in the name of God ltet s keep it that way,

B

When »ou drink of the water, don’t forget the spring
from which it flowe. '

Qur way of 1ife ie Our Heritage, we are continually
crossing bridges built by others,

This i 2 Mation peoplte 211 ower the world long to come
to. Yeou and I are here.

=
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The next time you are out turning the soil in your
garden, think about the following beautiful worde by Hobart
Franks, '

Teday, I picked a clod from yard, broke it, and as it
cifted through my fingers, I realized for the first time,
that this was more than just dust, this wae truly a tiny
piece of America,

I owned a rare treasure, a bit of the only soil left in
the world today, where a man can stand free and unafraid. I
was standing on a piece of America, a few feet arcund and &
thousand miles deep! Here alone in all the world could I
build my future, Knowing that it would be zecure, and rear
my childrern with the assurance that they and their children,
could enjar that same cecurity.

I could etand on my pieced of America, think freely and
cay what I thought, do what I pleacsed, shrink from né man,
and call upon whatever God 1 chose.

Three deeds protect my land. One is locked in my
strong box, & purchase deed. The others are enshrined and
locked in the hearte of every American, The Declaratian of
Independence and the Constitution.

I am = fortunate man, the indisputable cwner of my ocun
life, and of the land on which I Tive it, I &AM AN AMERICAR.

Flaces I have given thics talk:
NMorth Flatte Rotary

Morth Platte Kiwanic

NMorth Platte Maszonic Temple
North Flatte Optimizt Clubk
Ogallala Rotary

Broken Bow Rotar:w

Necszho, Miszouri Rotary
Fredonia, Kanceas Rotary

Cozzd FEotary

McCook Rotars

Arnoid Rotzes

MoCTool Fiwanis

Wegner  Sooth Dakotzs Kiwanis
Coiumbuz, Mebirazka Hiwanic

-131-




T

Log mlssmg forG 3 - years pops up inarchives

Navy aviator No. 1
Lt. T.G. Ellyson’s

noteson A-1, A-2

By KJm Vincent
Times stafl writer

WASHINGTON — Found: one
naval cuviction flight log, dated
June 1911, written by Lt. Theo-
dore G. Ellyson, Hammondsport,
N.Y. For more informaiion, call
Richard von Doenhoff at the U.S.
Archives in Washington, D.C.

Von Doenhoff, a human card
catalog for historical Navy re-
cords, had never bothered to flip
through the cardboard-covered
book entitled “1911, Log of Pen-
sacola Air Station.” After all, who
would have suspected the title
was wrong?

Then, while leafing through the
book in research recently, it
dawned on the archivist that he
held the 77-year-old originat log of
the A and A-2, written by Navy
aviator No. 1 himself: Lt. T. G.

Spuds’ Ellyson.

“I was just looking through
.. then [ said, ‘Whoa, wait a
minute. That was the first flight’.

“I've been down in that stack
area for 25 years,” he said. “I just
never happened to look at it.”

Aeropiane pioneer: Ellyson, around 1911, was

otographed at the controls of a Curtiss Pusher aircraft,

Von Doenhoff believes the log
has been missing about 61 ycars
because he found a note attacned
to the inside cover, ‘‘Received
from Naval Air Station Pensacoia,
Jan. 1927.” Having mistaken the
note for the book’s content, an ar-
chive worker probably mistitled it
when it arrived, he said.

Lindsley Dunn, curator of the
Glenn H. Curtiss Museum in
Hammondsport, N.Y. — where a
copy of the “supposed” A-1 log
sits — believes von Doenhoff is
right.

Accerding to historians’ rumor,
said Dunn, “Ellyson actually re-
created or copied his log book
from the original” which was be-
lieved to be missing and might
have been destroyed.

Consequently, what historians
have been using to write history
may only be Ellyson’s reprinted
version, he said.

Additionally, the rumor goes.
Ellyson had sbridged his copied
version to eliminate things that
weren't very imponant to him,
Dunn szid In comparing excerpts
from his copy to excerpts froin the
new found book read over the
telephone, Dunn said, ‘‘these
things obviously don’t matc

Interestingly, the ‘‘abridged”
copy doesn’t include the one epi-
sode that makes Ellyson most

See LOG next page

g e

In the log, Ellyson often made
reference to Glenn H. Curtiss, de-
signer of the sircraft, cosch and

- friend to Ellyson, and competitor

of the Wright brothers.

The same aggravetion and per-
serverance shown in antique,
black-and-white film clips of early
test-pilots is evident throughout
the iog
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OUR AMERICA

The following is part of & talk I gave to several
organizations. '

It would be & great cervice to our country if
organizations would et aside a time each vear to observe,
"Qur American Heritage." This observance, not in the usual
patrictic sense for the occazion but because we as members
should bring to our friende, and our communities, & revivxl
of those fundimental principles and historical documents
that brought our country from ite infancy to itse position of
leadership and greatnesz it enjors.

I like to read and relive those moments with those
sturdy picneers who had understanding in their hearts for
otherc.

The foremcst thing in cur Founding Father’e minds was,
"FPerscnal Freedom and Personal Responsibility, the strength
in the Individual.," "Out of stickse arnd <od, they built the
greatest nation on earth." Out of log cakinse came

T

"Government 0Of The Fecple, B» The Feople, For The Feople."

Somehow now days, I feel government ie taking the sticks
away from us,

Covered Wagon Daye weren’t holidars., Teaching prairiecs

to bloom wasn't play. Building homee on the prairies was no.

picnic for wives and mothers=s, Here men znd women worked
harder because the American home was worth it, and still i<s.

A I locok out cver the landecape, laced iogether with
wandrous highways and & patchwork of fertile and abundant
fielde, I canncot hlep but wonder at the effort of cur older
men &nd women that must hawve gone into the clearing of the
Vand two centuries ago. Once wupon 2 time in America, zuch -
hard work was a part of life, one of the pleasures and
csatisfactionz of living., Today, it zeems to trv getting the
most paw for the lezast work, @ttitudes, not opportunities

fe changing Americsa,

18
in
)
a3
-+

Wbzt our countrw needs most thes
Feliance," Thir= country was not by
zomebody else taking care of them,

}

1 b?fmen wha relied on
1 )
relied on themzelves. Who dared to s
i
K

e
f
1 = buwilt b men who
= hape their own 1ives?

Who had the courage to blaze new trail biho had encugh
cantidence to take the necessary risks Though the days
lcoked dark and the Jjob lococKed tough, it was "Roll Up Your
Sleeusz Mern and Try.," '

This Self-Feliance is our American Legacy., 1t ie the
secret of that something that stamps Americans &s Americanc,
That preciocue ingredient which we must not lose.
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A LITTLE BAY’S ESSAY ON ANATOMY

Your head is Kind of round and hard and your brains are

drm it and your hair is on it. Your face is in front where

you eat.

Yaur neck is what Keeps yvour head off  your shoulders,
which are sort of shelves where you hook your shoulder
strape. '

Your stomach ie something which if you don’t eat cften
enaugh or too much, it hurte, If it wasn’t for meal time,
little bove would never stop eating.

Your epine ie a long bone in your back which Keepe »ou
from folding up. Your back ie always behind »ou no matter
which wa» you turn.

Your arms, you got to have to pitch with and so »ou can
reach the biscuitse., Your fingers stick out of »our hands so
you can scratch, throw and curve and add “rithmetic.,

Your

legs is what »ou get to get to first baze. Your
feet are what

wou run on oand wour toes are what get ctubbed.

And that iz all there iz to Vouiexcept sour THEIEEE amd
I ain"t =een THEM YET.
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YOU/VE GOT FPOWER

I took & piece of plastic clay
And idly facshioned it one dayy
And ase my fingere pressed it, still
It bent and yvielded to my» will.
I came again when daye were pact.
The bit of clay» was hard at last;
My early imprese still it bore,
And I could change its form no more.
You take & piece of living clay
Aand gently form it day by dax;
Mclding with »our power and art;
A& young boy‘s soft and vielding heart,
You come again when daysz are gqone,
1t iz a2 man »ou look upon; '
Your early imprees still it bore,
You could change him nmewver more.

Al the water in the world,

Mo matter how hard it tried;
Could never =ink a ship,

Urless it got inside o . .

A1l the trouble in the world,
The bBlackeet Kind of sin,

Can not hurt you one least bit,
Unless you let it in . . . .
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