T

Bow on this 22nd day of May. 1914 ,DOCTOR 3USAY LaFLESCHE
PICOTTE was called and after being first duly sworn testified in the
mattqr of the investigation of the death of Henry Warner, Decegsed
Omgha Indiasn, as follows:

(Exemination by Herry L. Keefe)

Q. Stete your nmee and age?
4. Susan LaFlesche Picotte. Forty-seven.
Qe 7hat scquaintance have you emeng the Cmshas?
A+ I sm o member of the tribe, and have siways lived with them with
e oxception of seven years which I apent in eastern schools.
Q. How intimate has your soqusintanoce snd oppertunity for scquain-
tance been among them during the time you lived with the omshas”
A. 1 have lived right with them and have tslked with them and I have |
worked among them for over twenty years yractisine medicine, attending
the mick, holping them with all thelr fﬂnaneial end demeatic bhusinees
and Insthtng that concerned thelr parsonal and fumily life.
Qs ¥hat do youn know about the h4story of the liguor traffic ani use
of 1iguor among the Cmsha Indiens Por the pest twenty-five or thirty
yoars® '
A. They wers a very moral people and thoy never made lignor, and aid
not know thé tasts of 1% wntil 1t was brought to them by the TFremeh
voyaguewsin troding. They first used 1ignor sometime hefore 1886. It
brought them disestercus resnlis. There wers rmarfers, lewlescness and
vioce. - Jomeph LaFlesche 6r Iron %yes, my father, was chief ot the .
time. Realizing the ultimate disasterous effects 1{zuor world have
on them, he took drastic measures to put & stop to the drinking. He
orgenizod s police force of the Jmshe Indieme in 18FE and the pelice
aiministered aorybral pﬁnishﬁeht to any nembder ?f the tride who wae
found drunk. They etopped the drinking {mmediately end the poople

‘hegﬁl to work on their farms and‘npra very induatrious and schers

There was n¢ more drinking for they had & wholesomo -respect for Joseph
TLa¥lesche and a wholesomse fear of his disarproval. Also from ‘hat time
wntil 1888 fherw was no lilgquer on the Rogervation. It was during the
year '88 when Joseph LaFlesche died, or the ssme year he 4164 that
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politicisne csme mmong the Omsham snd told them the$ now eince they
oould vote they had the seme vights as the whiteman, and that they
gomld drdrk jJust ss much es they wanted to. For oighteen yearyfrom
1888 mmwmm on the Omahe 2@servation. Iilen andi women
gave themeolw:a up to drunkemness. Liguer was given to childrem.
There were e.hmit eight men who 414 mot arink. The Chureh stood empty.
Women who would not heve dreamod of dcing so while sober, ocommitted
femoralities. I will say here that there never had deen any 11legiti-
mate ohildren in the history of the Tribe until after 1888. Clething
was puhad for wniskeoy. HNight and day were hideous with drunken brawle

£
tection, where from 1860 to '88 they had tilled mmx farme and raised

and people who went on the Reservation hald to esrr{r weapons for pro-

fine arops and were e sober wnd industrioue sgricuvltural people, in
this pericd their farms were abenioned end neglected and complete de-
mornlizatiﬁn took piasce. '
Q. What hymienie, vhysicsal snd industrisl etfects d18 you ocbaerve
from thim eiphteon yeare of the use of liquer®
A. The Omghs Indigne had always been a very morsl people. BEvery in-
24vidual member of the Tribe was required to eonforn very closely to
+he eode of ethicse drewn up by the tribal orpanisation; the rrime ob-
Ject of the organigntion being £0 wreserve the integrity and wity of
the people as o wholes.  Therefore we £ind the Omehs Indisn before the
sivent of the whiteman 2 fine speeimam of manhood, vhysically and
morelly, of good haalth: his work and rest were properly bsisnced. Ee
1tved at peace with his neighbors with plenty for his household; con-
temt with his share of the giffs of Ged and more nearly attaining that
gogl which 13 the universal pursuit of mankind\& happiness. After the
sivent of the whitemsn with liquer, we find theee conditionn vadlcelly
ohanged snd reversed. e fiad phycicsl degenevation of the Indiaxn;
the use of liguor producing lower resi stance to any kind of a ddeease
together with exposure; we find him sn eesy prey (o tuberculosis, and
the Indian child of todsy 18 e weak PNy gpecimen of humanity, meny of
the children being merked for tuberculosis. The people having haen
48le for over eighteen years, We £ind a warked effeet on them vhysi-
cally from thic idloness es well es a disturbsnce of economic gonditfons
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Q. Vhat effect have you neticed upon the domestic reletions from

the eonditions you snesk of? _

A« There were a great many domestio drawla and there Q@rs sone a‘p.p
 rationms brought sbomt by immorslities that were committed at this time
by many women. _ The ohildren were taught to drink; no care was taken

o0f them physically or morslly, snd we find that the home suffered much
as a songegquense.

Q. What effoots did yon notice from this gondition wpon industrisl and
economio 1ife”

& Thers was no work whatever done during this time exscept by two or
three Indians. The Indian lived on the rent from his lend. He made

po provision for the fnture; lived enly from day to day. He disposed
of hie proparty for liguor, rawning even the clothes on his back. In
1902 the politiciens hed a law passed whereby an Indian couli be allow=
ed to soll heirship land. This went into effect in 1903, end sfter
this time we £ind lsnd being @o0ld sud the prooceeds used 1n diseipation.
ome Indian s01d his land in 1904 for §6050. He invited the Indiane to
8 gathering st his house, treated the company to liguor, distributed

%40 each Person b1lls of money, 8180 buying himself three bhugglee; the
money was nll srent within a year. .

Q. %hat dbrouvght s;bout ary change in 1%06 at the emi of this eighteen
yoars?

A. v i906 came & wholescme scoial reaction from within the Indism
Bimself. Ye had known what less of self-respsct was; he haﬂ-%alttt

of disgrace; he had become thoroughly disgustsd with himpelf, At this
time. ¥r. John ¥. Commons was agent or Superintendent, and an assisting
factor iv this remotion was slsc due to the faet that ke held up their
moneys and would not pey them their rents un}osp they behaved ﬁhﬂﬁﬂ.l!‘!%
He also took a personal intereat in emch one who came into his office to
&0 dusiness with him. He told them to teke a little of the money that
‘B9 vald cut to thom and spend it for garden seeds. He vigited them inm
their homes %elling them how to farm these gardens. All over the Reser-
' yation you could nee the signs of e reviwing interest in industries.
The Indian seenmed to be anxious to teke hold of anything that might
assiot hin to climd upward egein. They began to o to church and took
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gn interest in religiom. In 190Y the mescal was brought to them and
they soemed to Tind in 4t a vhyeiological antagonist to liquor. They
244 not teke 1t immoferately; no deaths took place from it, and it
helped ther to %koeep sover. They becgan to build up their homes; to
8nve their monéy end becems nmore thrifty.
Q. Teve you notlced any re-ceding or dropping back from thia bettered
sondition”
A. They continmed to do without liquor for about five yeais. At thelr
pxmusl Pow-wow whese all the Tribe are gathered together they appointed
their own Tolicemen from ewong themselves. Any man that wam drunk,
white or Indisn, was put off. There were mo fights or brawle of any
¥ind as migh%t be expected from 1300 people aampad together. No onme
was allowed on the grounds who was drunk, and liquor was seised and
thrown ont iT broughi there by white men. Then in 1910 a few of the
youmg men who had joined the moscal secured drink, mostiy Irom Sioux
City. The Competency Commisaion, appointed by Commissor Abboté, re-
leased n few young nen who had been drinkers snd who ought to have been
kapt wider restristion. At this $ime & great wany vetents in fos were
rolegsed to the Iniisus, these young men beling auong the mupber. They
jmmedietely 80ld their lemd and proceeded to spend the proceeds in dis-
g:pation. Sinco, each year a few men have failen ewsay.
4. Have you made eny examination of the Tribal Reoiles and exsmined the
2g% of Omeha Indisn® with an idoa of determining the affects of liguor
among them, snd 1f 8o what wae the rosult ?
iA. Yes I have examined the ®Roll. Beemsez;ghis condition »revailing
just now, a retrogreasion %o liguor hebits azain is very alarmiag en
sccownt of the helpless children involved. wWithont excention I know
all of the deaths resulting from lfgmor, the asoidente, and the deaths
from exposure, and they are as i;onowa: In 1894, Tarry 2dwards fell
from a buggy, wae not missed by his drunken companions and in the morm-
ing wes dound frosen to death. In the same year Alvin Heese, & young
men, had a ronawsy whiie drunk and wss dragged to death. In 1835 George
' Parkor, au (mshe Indien wes shot by & &runk Jimnebago and 4ied instent-
ly. In 1895 Weehingtor Baxter, a yowg Indien mau, died in one l?t
from eonvulsions from drinking alechol. In 1894 7hilip Watson, n
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elderly men, while drunk died from exvesure and phemmonia. In 1896
James jglker, or Omahs Indien, while drunk, was run oveR by a trein
in the City of Omahao. In 1898 Tillisr Parker died in g few howrs
frow drin¥ing sleohel. In 1202 Charlie Reesd, s young man died fyom
drinking elcohol. In 1903 James Black died in Emerson ligbrusks very
suddenly from sleohoi. In 1504 fenry Juitar, & mere boy, while drmmk,
killed his Tather Stephen Sultsr, and he was sent to the Penitentisry
where he spent a‘b:;ut seven years, beimg paroled in 1913.. Jumes Bleuk-

bizd, while drwk, shot Gilbert Worris who recovered after & long and
tedious #llness. In 19CH Nothan Lyon was killed while drunk by Johm

Walker who dled in the Penttentisry im 1912. In 1905 Sam Perker killed
Anirew Johnson, but esesped sny punishmont. 2oth wewe drunk. In 1906
Silas Wood while drunl, killed George Phillips, snother Omsha Indien
whe was also drunk. gﬁeﬂ escaped punishment. Wolf Chief while drumk
‘ in the State of Iowa was hung by the Vigilantes. 3Spafford Woodhuld
while drwnk killed e Vew York Indisn about 1896G. Iie escaped punishment.
in 1906 Stephen Faiker died in a fow hours frowm driniciag elecohole In
1890 Thillp Porter or White Swan, died from drinking alookol. Furnas

Robingon while dvurk lay in the firec and hald his leg burnt sc badly
thet {4 had to Ve smputeted: In 1909 Richard White while drunk lay
ont in the c¢old and died Trom the exposure. Frank Grant died frem drimk-
ing alochol. In 1906 Brien Preston while drunk was drowaned in the
Rispouvry River. Arthur Hallowell, & young umen, w\ae kilded in the
runeway while drunk. Fli Sheriden in 1906 died trom drinking aleohel.
The following women died from the resulte of alcohol: Levi Levering'e
mether, HMay ¥. Valker,Henry Warner’'s wife, William Frosts wife, and
willlem Callon's wife. In 1911 Louis Levering died from the effeets
of alecholism and tuberculosis. In 1911 Ssmmie Fraemont vho hai serv-
ed five years in the nawy, nhort'ly after his return from the navy oome-
mitted suicide. While drunk he hed signed away his patent in fee B@:
W. B. Betill; after finding out what he had dome, Be shot himself,
iIn 1913, Shsgsduba, &n 0ld man while intoxicated drove into a ditel
end was killed. The following died from alocholisms George Grant,
Osoogacha, Willie Harlsn, and 3iouwx Solomon. Joseph DLrum while
drunk was injured in a runeway so badly thst he dled. In 1912,
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Jereminh Parker while drunk was shot and killed by & whiteman. In
March 1914, Joel ¥. Tymdall, an educated Indisn, died of alcoholiem

and general dissipation. In April Honry 7arner, an old man, was k1ll-
ed while drwmk. The young man who was socused of killing him committed
snleide. He was also drunk. Thesse twe desaths yesulted Irom leomon ex-
tract sold to them by George Thillips, a white man. =
€. Fhat 1f any federal effort has baen made Gto atop the mse of liguer
among the Indians” . _

A« The Sovermment hss tried Pfrom time to time to koep ligvor off the
Reservetion, but thers has been no conceriod persistent effort. The de-
teotives 4o not seem to have been able to accomplish much aguinst the
beok-leggsrs or the evil pluces in tho Cities where liguor hes been

sold to the Indian. I ¥now of no offort made by the “overnmert toSup=
pfaaﬂ the use of liquor among those who rent from and desl with the

Indians.

Qe That wmethede have you Yc swzest for the suppressicn of liquer
traffic and bettering of conditions.

A. T belleve a grest doal depends on the kind of mar {hef appoint

for thelr detective serviece. They should not be men who are leocal men
or who hava relatives theat are 1ntoreet9?h or heve dbusincee interests
in the locality: They should be mom who are mbove Lakinz & bribe or
ghowing partiality to these individuals whatever. There sheunld Se a
man who would vike 3t his business to do :::;2::: else tut atay in this
locality and attend to this metter slome. They shovid he men who have
:Pgoal interest & the Indien at heart, and who sre not in it for the
fagt of the sslary zlone. It wouid be only dy living smong the pocple
both Indiane ané ¥hites, that they could gein a real kmowledge of oon-
ditions affecting the qunestion st issus. If they were the right kimd
of men thelr influence would go a greal ways ftoward meking the Indiang
¥eop from drink. Some of thed so-ocelled detectives that bhave been semt
have given awsy thelir calling by the open methois they have pursued.

It i2 2 critical state of affairs just et this time Tor the Indisn.
These detectives could also aecomplish a good deal by being givern the

power to cancel the lsases of those whétse men who introduce ligmor to
Indiien lessors snd I know personslly, for the Indisns themselves have
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t0ld me that thelr hired men rroocwre liquor for them. These detectives
showld B¢ given the power to put such men off the Reservation and much
wili be aceompiiched in this way.

71tness excused.




