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i ADDRESS GIVEN BY DR. CHAS. H. ARNOLD AT THE LAYING OF THE
CORNER-STONE OF THE PERSHING MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM AT FIFTEENTH AND
M STREETS AT 2 P.M. MONDAY, APRIL 23, 1956.

Master of Ceremonlies National Representative Legionnaire John E. Curtis,
Honoiable Mayor Clark Jeary, Distingulshed @uests, Legionnaires, Ladies and
Gentlemen:

Exactly seventeen years ago, in the month of April 1939, Colonel Rolla Van Ki
Coumander of American Leglon Post # 3, of Lincoln, Nebraska, awked me to
gerve as General Chalrman to pPovide ways and means of erecting a much
needed City-Auditorium.,

Before the campalgn got thoroughly under way, Mayorn Orin S. Copeland zequested
that the project ol opening Fifteenth Street from O to R Streets be combined
with the Auditorium proposition. The Legion gnanted hig request, and
Commander Van Kirk composed the memorable petition which was circulated and
later placed on the ballot for the decigion of the voters. I say memorable,
because it ha8 withstood the test of time and was twice sustalned by the
Supreme Court.

A search for workers to promote the Leglon's undertaking was not necessary.
Legionnaires volunteemed enthhsiastically and I regret that I cannot rememben
the names of all of them, and I apologilze now for any omm&sions inadvertantly
made. It is recalled, howevenr; that the following Benvice Men helped to
congtitute a most effective organization; A. C. Eichbeng, the Executlve
Assistant to our present Govermor Victor E. Anderson, served as newspaper:
publicity Chairman and as Coordinator of Jub~committees. Todays Masten of
Ceremonieg John E. Curtis onganized a speakers buneau, the members of which,
together with himself, addressed dozens of meetings, pointing out most
effectively, the need forrand the loglc of the Legion's undertaking.

Vikg KIittrell, Harry Ball and Geonge Santo with many Leglonnaines clrculated
the petitions that brought in, in necord time, more than the required number
of names necegsary to place the proposition on the ballot the following month.
Ce 1. Clark and Assistants solicited and collected funds from genenous civic-
minded citizens to defnay expenses of advertising, printing, etc.,
Vice~Commander Ray Elam and Myron D. (Mike) Noble assisted Commanden Van Xirk
and the Chairman in many ways, as did Chas. Elce in organlzing the Rohktheast
section of the City.

The newspapers were kind in thein Bditorials, and othen Veteran Orgamizations
cooperated and worked faithfully with the Legion.

After the election the next month, in May 1939, the Legionnalres were jubllant
and expressed their gratitude to the voters for authorizing the Council to

issuve bonds to open Fifteenth Street and to build a City Auditorium.

The City Council appointed an Auditorium Advisory Committee to study the
specific needs and to lay plans forr the building. Meanwhile the opening
of Fifteenth Street was completed.

The Advisory Committee counselled with the representatives of oven thinty
Organizations, as well ag with The Capitol Environs Committee, The City
Planning Board and others and inviteé any individual to submit any suggestions,
The Members of this Advisory Committee travelled far and wide, at their own
expense, to inspect Auditoriums in Cities comparable in size to ouns.




All of the information gathered from all sources was crydtalized and the City
Council employed The Assoclated Architects, under the Chairmanship of
Leglonnaire Walter Wilson to design the bullding. Unfortunately, before

a bullding of such size could be completed, prices had advanced and another
campaign was instituted for more money undern the strong leadership or
Leglonnaire John F. Lawlor; which was successfully consummated at the polls.

Then World War. Two, and all buillding and contemplation of bullding ceased and
then the Xorean conflict caused further delay.

This being a Democratic countny, every ciltizen has a nright to speak. Many
exercised this prerogative thoroughly. The City Council was veny patient
and invited public hearings. gome citizens were so convinced of the justice
of their thinking regarding locatlon, type of building etc., that they carnied
the matter to the Supreme Count twice, which Body sustained Commanden:

Van kirk's and his Assistants' legal vembage of the original petition and
ballot. =

During all of this time such nepresentative citizens as the late Frank H. Woods
the late and former Councilman James Kinsinger; T. B. Strain, John Selleck,
Charles Elce,Jegs Faes, C. L. Clark,Mike Noble,Chancellor: Foruest, Anch Balley,
Flav Wright, Miss Grace Trott, and others have served on the Advisory Committee
to the City Council at a tremendous sacrifice of time and in some cases, a

loss in husiness. Also during all of this #Hff¢ period of years of waiting,
unfortunately, the building costs have advanced unbelieveably, and as a result
plams had to be changed from the original ones, but under the excgllent leaden%
ship of our Honorable Mayor Clark Jeary and through his co-workens in the City
Hall, particularly City Clerk Theo. H. Berg, and the many thousands who have
contributed in some way, together with the persistent effonts of the American
Legion, this practical and much needed City Auditorium is about to be completed

It 18 fitting that this building should he known as a memorial to @General-of-~
The Anmies, John J,., Pershing, located on the mall leading from the State Capito
to the State Historical Society Buillding on the University Campus, whenre he
spent many years as Commandant, and where he organized the Pershing Rifles.

Since these projects have finally been consummated, thnough the initilative of

the Legion,aided hy Veterans of all Societies, and sympathetically assisted

by patriotic citizens, then it would seem apprapriate ---- and I speak noy,

not as a veteran, but as a citlzen, and most neverently --- it would seenm
appropriate to change the name of Fifteenth Street to Veterans Memorial Avenu
in honor of those men and women of all wars, who made the supneme sacpriltee

in the defense of thelrn countny.




Master of Ceremoniesiational iepresgntative Legionnaine John E. Curtiss.
Honorable Mayor Clark Jeary, Distinguished Guests, Legionnaires, Ladies and
Gentlemen:
Exactly seventeen years ago in the month of April 1939, Colonel Rolla Wan Kirk,
Commander: of American Legion Post # 3 of Lincoln, Nebraska, asked me to serve
as General Chalrman to provide ways and means of erecting a much needed
City Auditorium.
Before the campaign got thoroughly under way, Mayor Orin S. Copeland nequested
that the project of opening Fifteenth Street fmom O to R streets be combined
with the Auditorium proposition. The Legion granted his request and
Commander Van Kirk composed the memonable petition which was circulated and
later placed on the ballot forn the decision_of the voters., I say memorable,
because 1t has withstood the test of time and wés twice sustained by the
Lsupreme Coﬁrt.
A search for workers to promote the Legion's undentaking was ndt necessary.
Leglonnaires mplunteereduenthus;ggﬁically and I regnet £hat I cannot remembexn:
the names of all of them. It ié recalled, howeven, that the following
service men helped to constitute a most effective onganization; A.C.E%ohbeng,
The Executive Assistant to oun present Governon Victon E. Anderson, seried
as nevspapen publiclty Chairman and as (Coordinator of sub-committees. Todays
Master of Ceﬁ%onies John E. Cuntiss onganized a speakers buneau, the members
of which together with him, addreswmed dozens of meetings, pointing ou@léffect—
ively, the need for and the logic of the Legion's undertgﬁing. Virg Kitrell
AND Gl ORGE SANYO .
and Harry Bal%awith many Legilonnaires cinrculated the petitions that brought in,
in record time,more than the requined number of names nhecessany to place the
proposition on the ballot.the following month. ¢, L. Clank and assistants

F‘R-O"L &Emﬁﬂom;, Clwrc, H:/vm. Q-L;ﬁr:;«s ) _
solicited and collected funds,to €e€fray ezpenses of adverntising, printing etc.,

/N
Vice Commander Ray kElam and Mynon D.(Mike) Noble assisted Commander Van Kink
and the Chairman in many ways, as did Chas. €lce in organizing the northeast

sectlon of the City. The Newspapers wene kind in their Editorials and cdeieess




other Veteran Organizations coopereted and worked faithfully with the Loglon.rJ
TeuB ! L AR

After the election the next month, in May 1939, the Legionnaires were Jiulitats

and expressed their gratitude to the votens fon authomizing the Council to

lgsue bonds to open Fifteenth Btreet and to build a City Auditorium.

The City Councll Ioucedswsds oppointed an Auditorium Advisory Committee to

study the speciflc needs and to lay plans forn the bullding. irda3

Meanwhile the opening of Fifteenth Street was completed.

The Advisory Committee counSilfed with the repres@ntatives of over thirty

Organizations, The Capitol Environs Committee, The City Planning Board and

others and invited any individual to submit any suggestions. The Memhers

of this Committee travelled far and wide at their own expense to inspect

Avditormiums in Clties comparable in slze to ouns. All of the inforﬁation

gathered from all sources was cnystalized an }go Cl&{ Ooun01l employed The

Assoclated Architects , under the Chairmanship of‘&hEAWalLer Wilson, to design

the building. Unfortunately, before plans for a bullding of such size

could be completed, prices had ad&anced and another campalgn was instituted

for more money under the strnong leadership of Leglonnaire John F. Lawlom,

which wasg successfully consummated at the polls.

Then World war Two, and all building and contemplation of B?ilding ceased,
CALSED \

then the Korean conflict wib® furthen delay. \

This being a democratic country, every citizen has a right to speak. Many

exercised thls prerogative. The Councill was very patient and invited public

hearings. some citizens were so convinced @f the justice of thelr thinking

regarding location, type of building etc., that they carpied the Qatter to the
[ Hrs WESISTAMIS

Supreme Court twice, which Body sustained Commander Van Kirk' sAlegal verbage

in the original petition and ballot.

During all of this time such represgntative citizens as the late gmank H. Wood

the late and former Councilman James KlnSLn&en, ﬁb*straln John gelleck,
Cuanves 8o R Foressr, ARG l-( 3 s
Charles Elce, Jess Faes, C. L. Clamk, Mlke‘ﬁobleZ&Flav erght Mi Gn&ce Twott

and others have served on the Advisory Committee to the City Council

K.




at a tremendous sacrifice of time /¥ and in some cases a 10sSs 1n business. l
Also, during this pepiod of years of ¥¢#i$ waiting, unfortunately the building

costs have advariced unbelievably and as a result plans had to be changed

from the original, but under the excellent leadership of oun Honorable Mayor
TR 01 ket
Clark Jeanry andm#ﬂ# his coworkers in the City Hall, particularly City Clexnk

The@.H. Berg, and the magpy thousands who have contribute in some way,

together with the persistent effonts of the Amenican Legion, this practical

and much needed Community Auditorium is about to be completed.

It is fitting that this bullding should be known as a memorial to Genenal-of-
The Ammies, John J. Pershing, lacated on the mall leading from the State Capito
to the State Historical Soclety Building on the University campus, where he
spent many years as Commandant, and where he organized the Pershing Rifles.

And since FUIE Has HiaFEly these projects have finally been consummated,

thnough the initlative of the Legion,aided by veterans of all Socileties, and

Sympathetically aswisted by patriotic citizens, then it would seem appropriate
AnD MOIT REVERENTA
-- and I speak now, not as a veteran, but as a citizenz--it would seem

appropriate to change the name of Fifteenth Stneet, to Veterans Memorial Avenue
oF ALL WARS
in honor. of those men and women who made the supneme sacrifice in the defense

of their country. JL&4»~QXL9 ZC>“f



