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N.S.H.S. Archives 
Ambrose S. Shelley, MS638 

Medicine Valley, Nebraska 
June 15th 1872 

Dear Father, 

I will drop a short note to you this evening to ask you if 
you would be so kind as to send my chest of tools to me. I am 
going to built a House on towards fall, and the setlers [sic] 
begin to make their appearence here lately, and they tell me 
that' quite a number of familys started from the State of Iowa, 
bound for the Republic an and Medicine Rivers. The Government 
is also going to built a Fort here. They located their R~serva­ 
tion About four miles west from my claim. That will make times 
lively here. The Rail Road [is] coming [up] the Republican 
1alley and the Government establishing a fort here will clean the 
Indians out in a very short time which will induce ~eople to 
settle here, if I have my tools here I can pick up a good many 
Jobs and I have to have tools to do My own work anyhow. I inquire 
what it would cost me to have them send.here and the Freight Agent 
told me not over eight Dollars by Freight. I dont care if it 
will cost eighteen• it will still be a good deal cheaper then to 
buy new tools in this country. 

I wish you would send the Chest as soon as you possible can, 
as it ma1c take a good while before she gets here. I expect to 
come home by next spring if I possible can but I am going to built 
me a good House and make all the ne ssesary improvements on my claim 
before I leave it. I think the old chest will stand it if the 
tools are well packed. I dent know weather there is any pieces 
on the Bottom of my chest for her to set on or not. if not perhaps 
you had better fix me on the Bottom and sink the key into one of 
the pieces and screw it well onto the Bottom of the chest. that 
way you can also send the Key. I will give you the Addres~,and 
the Che st well secured and well addressed. 

Address. 
A. Shalley, ±~-e- 
North Platte City, U .P.ILR. 

Nebraska 
In care of John Bratt 

These men live at North Platte and Mr Bratt comes here often 
he has over sixteen Thousand head of cattle in the country and he 
offered to take the chest to out for me as soon as it gets their. 
I am about 70 miles away from the rail Road and I might not find 
it out in a hurry when the chest arrives there, but any of these 
men will take it out of the Freight House for me and then they cant 
charge no storeage at the station. have it well directed and she 
will find me. 



N.S.H.S. Archives -·2 
Ambrose S. Shelley, MS63S 

We have a very he~vy Thunder storm this evening. it is 
raining powerfull this very Moment. My corn and Potatoes and 
~elans look splendid. My garden is getting along fine too. 
I have over three Hundred hills of Mellons planted I can 
feed the whole state of Nebraska on Melons if nothing happens 
[to] them. Write me a letter with all the news in when you 
send the chest and etl~ put it in the chest then I will get 
the tetter as soon as the chest, but I haveto close it is 
getting late My best respects to mother and sister and 
accept the same yourself. 

A.S. Shultz 

I wil~ give you the direction for chest seperate 

A. Shalley 
North Platte City 
U.P.R•R. Nebraska 

In care of John Bratt 
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Bartley, Nebraska 
May 3, 1952 

Senator Arthur Carmody 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Dear Senator: 

I am getting a little more history than I can digest as the letter., 
from Mr. Va_landra enclosed will bear out. 

When my father came to the Medicine in 1871 on Xmas he slept 
that night at Hank Cliffords lodge and Nesbit, McManus and I think Sam 
Watts came down from F. McPherson with him. 

Morty Clifford was there too but he must have been about twenty 
years old then or 102 now. 

A week ago to-day my brother and I drove up to Ballantines and 
Coulter showed us the patent signed by President Grant in 1875 to his 
first quarter of land so he must have filed on it in 1872. The abstract 
shows it was turned oyer later to Charles Mc Dorral.d, 

Then in 1882 he took the quarter an Spring Creek and sold it in 
1887. If you do not know Coulter Ballantine I certainly want you to meet 
him for although he takes no interest in early history, whatever he tells 
you is the truth. 

He helped us located Doc Car.ter' s place and we maked it well. 

But he said "He was the craziest son-of-a-b-you ever saw. 11 

He showed us where he got the i dea of his diving horses by 
jumping hfs own horse off a bank into the creek. 

It could be possible there will be about a dozen Sioux down here 
to the Fair also. But where will I keep them? 

Perhaps you folks interested in history knew Morty was still 
alive but it was a complete surprise to me. I wrote to Mr. Valandra 
to-day. 

Give my regards to Mr. Olson. 

Sincerely yours 

W. M. Shelley 



Frontier County 
Ambrose S. Shelley 

•.. I cannot fill in the answers to a few questions that arise 
about this changing his [Ambrose S. Shelley] name because I can 
only cuess. From what I can learn in tulking to my cousins in 
Allentown [Penn.,] and others I imagine his fathers family and 
his mother's family i±k~x~k&tXKyix (Shelley) did not agree on the 
Civii War but I would also guess that Dad did not want to openly 
break with his father over it other than to go his own way. 

All that concerns me is that to me and to Nebraska he was 
Ambrose S. Shelley from the time he came here. 

He was a good mill wright and up until the war worked in 
his fathers employ and he had the finest tool chest and set of 
tools I have ever saw but when we kids got big enough we scattered 
them all over the place and they are all gone now. He used to 
plead with us to take care of them but you know what kids are. 

, When I was born Dad was the age I am now and so to me an 
old man then. He did not care for publicity and I am sure would 
not want any, except that anything in what l send you that you 
can use for history· or v~lue as information he would want you 
to have so the letter is yours to use and looks best to you. 

~ William Shelley, Bartley, Nebr., April 9, 1953, 
letter to James C. Olson 

N.S.H.S. Archives, MS368, Ambrose S. Shelley 
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Martin, So. Dak. 
April 24, 1953 

Mr. W. M. Shelley 
Stockville, Nebr. 

Dear Sir: 

The postmaster at Martin, So. Dak, handed me your letter of 
April 17th and asked me if I couldn't help you out to locate some of the 
Cliffords. 

So I am taking the means to let you know that Olando Clifford is 
my father-in-law. Hank Clifford has been dead quite a few years. Marty 
Elifford is still a live and lives at Kyle, So. Dak, 

Olando Clifford is out in the State of Washington at present, he 
goes out there every fall for the Winter and comes back to my place 
around June 1st for the summer. There are two other Brothers livening. 
John and ,Jame·s Clifford they get their mail at Kyle, So. Dak, 

I am sending your litter on to Olando as I rember him telling about 
the Shelleys at Stockville and I no he no you. So if the re is any more in­ 
formation you would like to no dont be afraid to write me as will answer 
your inquire (over) 

I am sending you Orlando Clifford address out at Washington in 
case you wanted to write him. 

There i seritt very many of the old timers left up this way any more. 
I m.ay be able to pay you a visit some time. this summer then Mr. Clifford 
gets back as he said last summer he would like to go down to Stockville 
sometime and see how many of the old timers are left. 

Hoping to hear from you again. 

Very truly yours, 

Paul Valandry, Sr. 

address. 
Mr. O. H. Clifford 

Sunny Side. 
Wash. 

c/o John Gresh. Route 1 



V N.J.H • .S. Archives 
MS63d, Ambrose 3. Shelley 

I am getting a little more history than I can ~igest as 
the letter from ~r. Valandra enclosed will bear out, 

When my father [Ambrose Shelley,] came to the Medicine in 
1871 on Xmas he slept that night at Hank Cl if fords lodge and 
Nesbit, McManus and I think Sam Watts came down from i, Mc­ 
Pherson with him. 

Morty Clifford was theee too but he must have been about 
twenty years old then or 102 now. 

A week ago to-day my brother and I drove up to Ballantines 
and Coulter showed us the patent signed by President Grant in 
1875 to his first quarter of land so he must have filed on it 
in 1872. The abstract shows it was turned over later to Chariilis 
McDonald. 

Then in 1832 he took the quarter on Sprin~ Creek and sold it 
in 1887. If you do not know Coulter Ballantine I certainly want 
you to meet him for although he takes no interest in early history, 
wha t e v e r he tells you is the truth. 

He helped us located Doc Carve~•s place and we marked it 
well. But he said "He was the craziest son-of-a-b-you ever saw.11 

He showed us where he got the idea of his diving horses by 
jumping his own horse off a bank into the [,·ledicineJ creek •••• 

William Shelley, Bartley, Jebr., May 3, 
19.52, letter to Ar t riu r Carmody, Trenton • 

. . • Orlando Clifford is my fa ther-i.n-law. dank Clifford has 
been dead quite a few years. Morty Clifford is still a live and 
lives at Kyle, So. Dak. 

Orlando Clif~rd is out in the State of Jashington at pres­ 
ent •.•• There are two other Brothers living, John and James Clif­ 
ford ghey get their mail at Kyle, So. Dak •••• 

Paul Va La n dr ;: , Sr., Martin, So. Dak., 
Apr 24, 1953, letter to William Shelley 



May 14th 1953 
Rout. 1 
Outlook 
Wash. 

Mr. Wm. Shelley 

Dear Sir 

Your letter of enquire of M. H. Clifford & his brother Hank. 
I am the oldest of Martyrs Boys father Died 1904 and Uncle Hank 
Died in 1907 he has one son living at Rocky Ford So Dak, the only 
one living of that Family. I have three brothers and three sisters 
living in South Oak l winter here But my home is in So Dak I am 
going to go back there for Decoration this year. I am wondering if 
there are any more of the old timers still living at Sockvill I new 
all of the old timers could name at least 30 or forty of them I am 
sure Glad you wrote. Hoping to hear from you again. 

My address is 0. H. C. Clifford 
Martin, S. Dak 
Box 523 

over 

When I am up here I stay with my Daghter. 
Mrs •. John Gresh and family. Hope ing to hear from you soon. 

Orlando Hine Clifford 



Bartley, Nebr. 
May '.!?9, 1953 

Senator Arthur Carmody, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Dear Senator: 

Just a line to correct misinformation I have given you. 

I imagine Mr. Valandry must have been thinking of Morty, Jr. 
although the records he used as to Hank being dead and Morty alive 
fooled me a little. 

Anyhow the least I can do now is enclosed Mr. Cliffords letter. 

I believe Morty Clifford was younger than my father but I had 
the feeling he died years ago. 

We have heard our parents discuss all those things but one 
does not recall things all at once. 

I will write to Mr. Clifford and will try to get up there in July 
to see him. 

I'm sure you will see that Mr. Olson is given the facts. 

Very truly your 

W. M. Shelley 



1.1 N .S .H • .s. Archives 
MS638, Amtrose S. Shelley 

... I imaeine Mr. Valandry must have been thinkinr of 
Morty, Jr. although the records he used as to ITank being dead 
and Morty alive fooled me a little •.•• 

I believe l-lorty Clifford was y oun ge r than my father but I 
had the feeling he died years ago •••• 

William M. Shelley, Bartley, Nebr., May 19, 
1953, letter to Arthur Carmody 

Your letter of enquire of M.H. Clifford & his brother 
hank. I am the oldest of Morty's Boys father Died 1904 and 
Uncle Hank Died in 1907 he has one son livin~ at Rocky Ford 
So Dak. the only one living of that Family. I have three 
brothers and three sisters living in South Dak ••.• 

My address is O.H.C. Clifford 
Martin, S. Dak 
Box 523 

When I am up here I stay with my Daghter. Mrs. John 
Gresh and family ••• ; 

Orlando Hine Clifford, Rt. 1, Outlook, 
'v.Jashington, May 14, 1953, letter to 
William Shelley, Stockville, Nebr. 
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MS638, Ambrose S. Shsll~y 

•.• Another fellow and I found an old cottonwood tree on the 
old Barry Ranch that had fallen over sometime in the past. Where 
the top hit the ground it took root again and the old roots are 
alive too so it forms an arch about 6 ft high and cattle rub 
their backs on it. It is an odd thing and a big one too. We 
were cutting~~~ timber where our new telephone line runs when 
we found it •••• 

We got a card and letter from the Indians and one of them 
wrote an article on old Rosy [Clifford Ruff] and the old log 
cabin •.•• I suppose you know old Orlando [Clifford] died last 
Fall. I have always been told that his dad, Morty, was one of 
the best of men. He went broke here and Dad tried to help him and 
got hurt himself. Hank [Clifford] was alright too but he had more 
of a head for business. Orland was good too. 

Did you know that Fred HesJe of the Johnson County cattle 
war in Wyoming married a girl by the name of ;jutherland who lived 
a coun.le of miles down the creek from our place? Iler mother took 
care of George Grant when he died in cltockville. She was buried 
here on their land until a few years back when her body was 
taken to Buffalo, Wyo. by Earl Carstersen for re-burial. A 
daughter of Fred Hess still owns the land here. 

The chances are you know a lot·more about the Wyoming 
cattle war than I do because you are a historian and have access 
to books. However I remember one day about the time Fred Hesse 
died that Belle Sutherland Hesse was here and visited all one 
afternoon with my mother, but I was in the field and scarcely 
saw her I think she was here to arrange for removal of her mothers 
body at thet±i time. 

John Morgan, whose n3me appeared in Ena's journal came 
here in 1876 but went back to Wyoming and was uplthere during 
the Johnson Co. affair used to say that he knew Tom Horn well 
and he was a good man. Morgan came back here and was a good, 
well 'fixed man when he died. His daughter died in Cambridge 
1 ast Fall too. 

My opinion of Tom a0rn was different. John Morgan and Fred 
Hesse were both fanch foreman in Wyo. at that time so were on the 
side of the ranchers. 

' But Morgan was straight as a string. I don't know much 
about Hesse except that an Irishman by the name of Plunkett gave 
him his first, atart as a foreman. It is strange how events in 
Texas, Nebraska, and Wyoming tie in with each other more or less. 
I could include George and Florida .••• 

William Shelley, Stockville, Nebr., 
Jan.1O, 1962, letter to Arthur 
Carmody, Trenton, Nebraska. 



Whistler Killing, 1872 

••• I never heard Dad [Ambrose Shelley] say any thing one way or 
the other about the burial of Chief Whistler. If he was present 
he never mentioned it to us. 

He has told us many times that in the Fall or Winter of 1872-73 
the Indians that were in the villiage on the Medicine during the 
Spring and Summer of 1872, all left for the mouth of the Frenchman 
to hunt Buffalo there and or into Colorado to the weet. However 
the old Squaws and kids and old men stayed at the villiage on the 
Frenchman or in that area in Nebr. 

Whistler and two Indians started across the country to Ft. Mc­ 
Phehson to tell them there where the villiage was camped and to have 
them send a wagon load of provisions to them. 

They must have been killed some little distance from the Indian 
camp because I'm sure it was a few days before it was known that 
they were killed. 

The Cliffords and John Nelson were still on the Medicine I think. 
John Nelson and Hanek C. may have gone into Colorado but their 
lodges were still on the Medicine. I believe Randall may have 
been with the young Indians huntingo 

Dad and Furguson were trapping on the Blackwood, Frenchman, 
or Stinking Water. They gave the beaver carcasses to the squaws 
to eat. I think probably Dad may have told us they were killed 
on the Blackwood but some one has given me the idea it was on the 
Medicine above Curtis. I knew E.E. Allen for a long time and he 
visited with Dad often but it is hard for me to connect him with 
finding or burying those Indians. It seems like there were Indians 
[to] be trusted further than Whistler but at least he figured they 
were on a peaceful mission when they got killed. 

I would figure who ever found the bodies notified Hank Clif­ 
ford wherever he was at thetime. Probably the whole truth never 
was really known or else k~pt quiet. 

If Dad's story is correct then it seems like they may have 
been killed somewhere between Dundy County and Ft. McPherson. 

William M. Shelley, Stockville, Nebr. 
letter, Sun., May 22, 1966, to P.D. Riley 

[Letter above written in reply to letter from P.D. Riley, con­ 
taining information found in letter of E.E. Allen to A.E. Sheldon, 
in which Allen says that Shelley was one of the men to bury 6hief 
Whistler, Fat Badger and Handsmeller. Letter found in MSS, Kress, 
Mortimer N. (Wild Bill), Nebraska State Historical Society library.] 

/ 



letter of Wm. M. Shelley to P.D. Riley, 
a~te~ reading E.E. Allen ietter to A.E. Sheldon, on Whistler 
killing; letter in MS~ Kress, Mortimer, Nebr. State Hist. Soc. library 
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August 29, 1966 

Mr. William M, Shelley 
Stockville, Nebraska 

Dear Bill: 

Your letter has arrived and I showed it to Mr. Kivett, As you 
know, he has done a lot of archeological research in the 
Medicine Creek area. 

He states that if you will send some samples of the pottery, es­ 
pecially of the rims, that he can date it fairly accurately and 
much more cheaply than a charcoal test. 

You didn't get down to the races. If your luck is like mine it 
is just as well • 

Sincerely yours, 

Donald F. Danker 
Historian 

DFD: dj 







Shelley 

Lynch and Gammill Families 
Frontier County 

Marvin E. Waldraven was the name of the old Rebel that married my aunt 
Maggie Elizabeth Lynch, or Uncle Con and Aunt Mag to us here in Nebr. I guess 
Con was short for Colonel. He was much older than she was and they met out 
at Denver or Cheyenne. 

He never was in Nebr. The Civil War never ended with him and a state 
with a capital named Lincoln or a river called Republican would be enough to 
throw him into apaplexy or worse. 

I never saw him but my brother Geo. went to Okla. in 1911 and helped 
with the farm work so I have talked with him since getting your letter. 
Dad [Ambrose s. Shelley] knew him from the old days farther west. We asked 
him once about .the 21 wounds- inflicted at Shiloh and he said "oh I don't 
know moot'.E! just where those shots did hit him" indicating they inay have come 
from the rear. So we lost another hero from the family •••• 

Maybe Dad was a little prejudiced put Aunt Mag and my mother used to 
get started talking and laughing about him and his war record and it seemed 
to me they took the 21 battle "iic~rs as not too serious a thing. Anyhow he 
had a reputation in the".South that didn't do any particular good in Nebraska. 
Mother and Aunt Mag were Irish and could some way get a laugh out of Uncle 
Con and his 21 wounds so long as they didn't kill him. 

I'm glad they could, butx their life had been anything but easy and 
Aunt M. sold the farm and gave a priest $500.00 to say mass or do something 
to get Uncle c. out of wherever he was into where ever she wanted him to be 
after she died •••• 

After Con died she lived with us here for a year or so and later went 
to Pueblo Colo. to visit some old friends. She took sick and died there. 
Mother was with her and brought her home to Stockville for burial in our lot •••• 

She used to help me milk the cows twice a day and I think she and my 
mother had the best time of their lives during the xtime she spent here even 
if some of it was at Uncle pan's expense •••• 

The Irish are a race who look for a silver lining and usually find it. 
So at times Uncle Con's battle scars seemed to supply laughter for them 
after he was in the great beyond. After all they did not seem to cripple 
him. So Aunt Mag was more or less estranged from the rest of her family as 
long as the old Rebel lived. They had no children. 

One nite I was staying with the Dauchy kids at the old Jerome D. 
Ranch. It was a hot, sultry, sticky and very dark night and about 10 p.m./ 
Fred Gammill rode up to the door and asked to stay until morning. He told 
the men it had been so dark he could not see his horse's head until climb­ 
ing the hill from Cedar Creek ½mile away the whole head of the horse t6ok 
on a glow and even as he told us we could still see a dull glow all along 
his mane and neck. On page 251 of "Man of the Plains" you will read where 
Lute North run into the same thing. · 

Fred was everything the writer said he was and my brother was with 
him when he was injured. They are both dead •••• 

' I 

I 
i I 

I 
I 



Shelley - 2 

I'll tell you about Fred Gammill. Fred and his two sisters, Ruby 
and Lottie took up land north of Dickens in the sandhills along with Sam 
Gammi ll and his boys. 

They would move cattle from his Dad's ranch on the Medicine to the 
sandhills every spring and back in the Fall for summer pasture. Fred and 
my brother were doing that, when his horse fell on him in North Brushy 
northwest of Maywood at a bridge. He never got over it In 1915 when 
his Dad died I was working for Dauchy and so Frank Dauchy, Sam Gammill 
and myself drove the cattle to the hills over the same route. 

Fred and I rested two nights and a day up there and left for home 
early in the morning and at noon we wer right back at the ranch. 

It was rainy and cloudy when we went into the hills and while we 
were there and when we left. So one of Sam's boys saddled a horse and 
guided us back to the gate out of the pasture and onto a~ trail. Then 
we rode it alone. 

I am glad you sent me Fred~s obituary.• We have Johns but not Fred's. 
Jim and John Gammill were to each other as Lute and Frank North. Jim lived 
until 1932. He used to tell about some battle the North lost and "if 
they had listened to John they'd have won it". But they were good men. 

' William M. Shelley, Stockville, Nebr. 
Letter, Dec. 301 1966, to P.D. Riley. 

/ 
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William Shelley to l) .D. Riley 
Stockville, tebr., lri., April 18, 1969 

Frontier County 

1 am sure the 'I'h o ma s Lynch you mention is the Pat Lync h (no 
r e Lat i.on to us) who came to the ,ledicinc in 1878 from the 3appa 
after his run in with the Cheyennes and rescue of the two girl 
captives. Fe wintered a half mile north of our place w i t h John 
Lynch Sr. who was killed in or near Arapahoe that same winter. 

It will take a little e c ou t i.n g to get the d· to of -a d dy 
Miles de I th but feel sure I can. He married Laura .rur phy and on 
her death about 18d0 married hec sisteI' 1ellie later. 

Dad [nmllrose S. ,;helley J and Paddy had a par r e Le Ll, married 
life or nen.r Ly so. Pa.ld;)'! met the riur phy .family about 1870 in 
what was later \rapaboe. 

In reading the record of y Dad's ma r'r La ge to Au n t liannah 
in 18?9 l notice that aoyal iJuck wa s the Judge who married them •••• 
.1y mother [!iellie Lynch] was a hired girl in the Jerome u uchy 
ho ne in 1885 and ma r r Le d .Jad in 18· 6 •••• 

I had a time placing H. Flusay livin~ with 'ad in 1885. 
I'h e n rne is Ben ~lusky--Civil \,ar soldier, took land joining 
Lynch land on the I est and Jied here a bo u t 1905. Lv i.d e n t.Ly he 
and Jad were Latching in 1885 in the old c a b Ln , lie wa s a well 
liked fellow who never married and died in the fotel at ~tockville •••• 

• • • I will ans· er the qu e a t i.o n relative to .vaa .tc ran u s , 
I think it is safe to a ae ume that he is the one and unly 

ma ever to live in this area, e s p r-c.i a.l Ly in the 11.Sevcnties11 so 
would guess he was vii th ,,eymour a n d liank C[lif ford]. 

C.G. Nesbit and ~c•~nus w re teamed up together by having 
adjoining claims but mo r e so by the attraction of o ppo a i t ae , 
.is a wa s very uneducated an :,e bit a scholar. Lue was equal to the 
other out here though in knowledge. 

Grand-ma [r,llen 1 Lynch never liked it he r e , especially a f t e r 
s he lost her husband, so after her claim was pr-o ve d UiJ on she v.e n t 
b ck to her old ho me in Cheyenne, rai ing Geo. Uree;ory arid my 
hal f brother John untll my mother ma r r L d ,Jad in 1886, t ho n ,John 
came here. 

Jhe died in Cheyenne and was buried ttere about 1901. 
If I am not crossed up s o me \1here Tom Lynch is the s.rme r.ync h 

that uo ve d here f r o.n the Ja..,i_pa, bringing his cattle a nd all 1Joo­ 
sesslons along, spendin~ the winter of 1/8-79 at John Lynch's 
farm, later m ov i.ng down the .te d i c Ln e a few r1iles for ·" f'e w ye·,rs 
and then up to the ._, nd h Ll.I s where he built quite a f 0r tune in 
cattle and land •.•• 

I thin}. our Mother, listed as a servant in 1'..185, .aus t be 
an e xpr-e s e Lon reserved for t He lr Ls h , I have thought of he r s 
n hired g i.r-L in those years but "servant" Gave ·ne so «o t lu ng to 
thi. k about, su ch as--liow o Ld we have to get be I'or e ·.•e really a JJ­ 
pr-e c i a t e t b o hardships our ~arents have borne. In contrc.1st I 
will remember her te Llini::; of the g· od ti1rtes she bad while .Living 
there, and the t;;ames they played •••• 



William Shelley to P.O. Riley 
Stockville, Ne br-; , l<'ri., April 25, 1969 

"•· .I put in [enclosed] a picture of t hr-c o Inr.lian girls that 
I take to be M. Cliffords daughters, with osie in the center. he 
is at a Rest Home in Pine Ridge •••• 

"John Lynch was killed in a runaway in a trip to get a load 
of corn for Tom Lj nc h and himself in t he winter of '78- '79. 

"I enclosed the letter to my .to t he r from her l1other to sort 
of g i.ve you an idea of wby I do actually 1:.,et depressed when I dig 
into History of my own family, way back when. :1y ownmother went 
to school very, very little but she had enough native ability to 
more than make up for it and she was fond of reading. It is doubt­ 
ful if Grand- 'la went to school. 

"How would it be if you we e to change parar;ra_ph l on pa ge 2 
a little so as to give a sort of varied pers~ective to the ~haracters 
Lna met at fir st. As follows. Fr-om an expert?'! 

"Ena was, frorn the time of her arrival at Port HcPherson, a 
familiar to Doc Carver, Huf falo liill, Texas Jack o., the Clit' ford 
brothers, and Old John Nelson, Ucout and Guide, all of who were 
well known figures. 

11!.a ter she was to me et such adventuresome characters as 
Bloody Vick Seymour, Trapper and Indlan trader, ashing Charlie, 
son-in-law of Chief ~Jhistler, besides John l:lratt 's cowboys. .3oon 
she was familiar with the solid, courageous type wlw came to the 
Iiedicine to make a home in a new land, such as .::;am .va t t s , e;.G. 
«e sb l.t , A aa r1c1 anus, Amb .. ~ose Shelley, 1·, .L, Mcclary and Oliver t:ibben 
and Baker from the Curtis area. That is just an imaginary c La s. if­ 
ic,ition of my own and bears no resemblance to what an able writer 
would do. 

111 did intend t include the Lynch family be c a u a e I'addy lost 
no time in locatin~ the girls. They came the same sumaer. :~­ 
Clary did too but I did n t know what class to put him IN." 



William Shelley, letter 

Wm Hopton, or Bill Hopton as he was known, married a si~er 
of [Washington L.] McClary and together they ran the "Bald Eagle 
Hotel" in Stockville. Mrs. Hopton's name was Lide (like tide) and 
Ada was her sister. They were a large f mily. McClary married 
the second time in Oct. 1885 and she divorced him in 1892 at Broken 
Bow. transcript is iu tho courthouse here. Probably the only 
reason for it being here ia to brand the two women named in her 
charge of adul try. He married again about 1896 and kept that 
wife to the end. 

I have never been able to find a record of any marriage of 
the three. 

Bill Hopton's second wife was a niece of Ales Baldwin, born 
in Hitchcock Co. about 1873 I believe •••• 

Pallardie, like most of those French traders, married 
squaws partly for better relations with the tribes •••• 

I wonder if you ever road the pages from HcClary's diary 
that we have. Art [Carmody] has copy. I am quite certain 
Paddy Miles died in 1911. It was not unusual for him to be in 
court with his neighbors. lie was an onery old devil and quarreled 
with his relatives and every neighbor. Coulter Ballantine was a 
lot like him and they had some court battles over notf1ing. 

Ile shot horse of uoc Carvor 's one time when Dock was 
there and then told him to go catch a good horse out of his 
bunch to replace the one he killed •••• 

At the timeidi the 1885 census was taken le Clary was a 
widower between Ena's death in July 1884 and his rnarria ·ea ·ain 
in Oct.1885 and his sister, .da must have been here on a visit 
with both staying u t the Hotel of which he was owner or partly 
so. Bill and Lida would b the maria ers and Nae's second wife worked 
at the hotel. As a girl before she married Mao. It is quite 
likely that she did not work there after he arried her. 

He ay have made a trip [t Missouri in January 1900] to 
see his sick brother because that would be in line with his 
nature, but he would take a gambling trip tr/ whenever he took the 
notion which 1 ad to the di .or ce in 1892 coupled with hi ability 
to attract women and also the urge. 

I can't picture him to you but I remember him well. It 
did not seem to worry him to kill Ena in the runaway and abortion 
but it just about floored him when the woman divorced him. Most 
everyone liked him with all his sins. 

William Shelley, Stockville, June 2, 1969, 
letter to pdriley 



. William Shelley, letter, to P.D. Riley 
Stockville, Nebr. 69042, Fri., Aug,8, 1969 

Lynch 

•.• I want to start with our Aunt Hannah [Lynch], bo c aus o it i.s .:1 

little confusing due to her two marriages and tra[;edy ha u n t e d b o t h , 
She was born irt England in 1847, the eldest of eiGht children and 
came to the U.S. with her parents, a sister Mary and a brother 
George who died·on the ship. He is buried in N.Y. 'The other five 
were all born in Henry, Illnois. The family cAmA to Omaha in 1864 
and to Cheyenne in 1~67. 

Aunt Haqnah married Gregory in 1869 or 1870 ~nd his record 
was not good so ended shortly. One son, George was born at Chey­ 
enne and came ~own to Frontier Co. in 1872 with the Lynch family. 
Aunt Hannah ma~ried Dad [Ambrose S. Shelley] in 1~79 at Indianala 
and Royal Buck was the Probate Judge who married them. A son John 
was born on April 21 1880 and his mother died May 5, 1880. Geo. 
Gregory grew up in Cheyenne, mainly with his Grand-mother [Ellen. 
Lynch], and John, my half brother, was at home i~ Cheyenne or Nebr. 

Now I will' give you a record of the family of my mother •.• 
Hannah Lynch - born in England in 1847 
Mary Lynch · 11 11 " 18L1~ 
George " 11 11 l (35& 
John A. (Jack) born Henry,Ill. 1854 
Robert Lynch 11 

" " 1857 
Mac;[jie Lynch 11 11 

" 1859 

Nellie Lynch 
VJilliam Lynch 

II 

II 
" 
II 

II 

II 
1861 
1863 

Later Mrs. M.E. Wald­ 
raven of Okla. 

My Mother 

Mary and Robert were hef.e only a short time. Bill died at 
Deer Lodge, Mon ..••• 

Just by the way of information, there is none of the second 
generation of the Lynch family of the name alive. Sa~~ thiid gen­ 
eration are in St Paul, Nebr. Wichita, Kan. and also in Wyoming 
and Gering, Nebr ..•• They are descendants of Jack or Uncle Jae],: a c t ua L'l y •••. 

I'm afraid that I did make a mistake in the record I sent you 
of Morty Clifford's family, bec~use on th~ copy you sent ~e, Orlan­ 
do's birth appears as 1877 instead of 1873. ~e was born in the Indian 
village on the spot where the county was organized. I think Ena 
mentions a baby of Julia's but it may have been Delilah. 

There is one more word about George Gregory who I can't 
remember seeing. He was a man among men in Wyoming, altbgether 
an upright citazen after being raised by his Grand-mother in / 
Cheyenne. Evidently it is well his father vanished. ( 

Aug.9 - I learn from Carl Siebecker that Pat O'Connor was a guide 
or scout or rode shotgun with wagontrains. A daughter, Mamie ! 
Runion still •lives in Cambridge. He did take over the Pickle 
postoffice; am not sure about the Mill. He must have come from 
Ireland •••• Carl saw him once and remembers kim he was a "flannel 
mouth Irishman" that had worked with wagon trains. 

·, 
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