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NEBRASKA STAT l 
HfSTORICAL SOCIET) Lettor 11-.3---D1rc3Ct your Le t t e is t:-) 

Gutters F~rt, Oal1f0rn1n. 

Indepenrlm1ce, May 12, 1s1-1-g. 

MY dear W1fc:- 

I h8Ve purposely delRYed wr1t1n~ to y0u until no~ so 

t na t I mt gh t be 111,le to inform you wt th some rjegree of ccr t.a tn t:- of 

our progress and prospects. After starting for this state we henrd 

so TGF.liJY stories t ha t I couro wt th no cer t a i ntv ma x e "J.P my mind whet.her 

we should succeed 1n get t tng fu_-•tlier than here, awl of cour s e felt 

unw1111ng to m8.11 too rcanv letters us we nenr eo t h t s t own lest we 

sho~ld return heforo they did. 

I F.lIC happy to sav thF.lt I have hen re f'r cm :'ou t0-dF1:.,'. Uncle 
[ '~' ( ~J 

Jesse nnd Drnckett were grnt1.f1ed ny the1r wives in the same nat i , 

I HlCJ Gl8.d to hear t ha t you are well. MY hen 1th never was tie t tor 

th:1n now. 

You 8. sk me to t e-11 you wha t they say out here anou t the route. 

Well those who hnve travelled 1t say we need narrow no trouble Fthout 

forage; that m1.111ons of huff:1loes have feasted on the vAst prniries 

for nges and now they have constderahlY d1m1n1shed hY reason of 

hunters e t c . , and 1 t 1.s absurr; to th1.nk t ha t a few t housand emt zr ant s 

cannot cross. I hnve conversed with colonel Gilpin, A gentlem8n who 

lives near hY, upon the suhJect, and he hns crossed to the Pacific 

five times, and h i s testimony ts as abov e . We all :feel very much 

encourF1ged, 11.nd everyhocty says there is not f:l company 1.n town hotter 

eq~tpped th11.n ours. We have hought :forty mules and stx horses and 

w111 hnve two more horses hY Mond::iy. our mules average $52.00 each. 

We nave a l so rour wagons and per haps mny buy anot.ner : one of our 

w11gons left camp to-day for the plains ten miles from here, there to 

recruit up hefore stF.trting. We shall proharilY get under WAY next 

TuesdF.tY or WednesdFlY. 
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As to your secohd question, viz. how I ltke to rtde R mule, r 
would way that I have not ridden one enough to know and do not expect 

to at present, as I have heen appointed teamster and had the good luck 

to draw the hest wagon. We have covered 1t to-day in tall shape; the 

top has two thicknesses of covering, so that tt wtll he first rate in 

rainy or very warm weather, also to sleep in nights. As to camptng, I 

never slept sounder tn my ltfe. I 8.lways find myself i.n the morning-­ 

or my hed rather--flat as a pan cake. As the d8.rn thtne leaks Just 

enough to 18.nd me on terra ftrm8. hy morni.ng, 1t saves me the trouhle 

of pressing out tho wind, so who cares. It 1s excellent to keep off 

the dampness. 

We diet on salt pork, hnrd and soft hread, heans, rice, tea, 

11Has tv Pudding II and apple sauce; al so smoked pork and ham . Betng 

out tn the ai.r we relish these dainties very much. 

MY money holds out very well. After huytng several articles tn 

Boston and eating on the road part of the time, I have ahout $15.00 

on hand out of ~~25. oo whtch I had on leaving home. I hav e lost nothing 

exr.ept that glazed cap, whtch was worth hut little. 

uncle Jesse,, Gould Bnri N:chols. ar e talking in our. tent, so I will 

defer writtng more unttl morning. 

sunoay morning, May 13. 

This 1s a glorious morning and havtng fed and curried my mules 

a ... ,d h8 thed my self and washed my clothes, I can recommence wrt t tns to 

you Eltza. I wi.11 numher this letter #3 as I have sent you two hefore, 

the second from Sandusky. I wish that you would adopt the same system, 

then we may know i.f we receive every letter. 

We ar-r tved here Fri.df:lY P. M., UF.lY 4-th, pitched our tents, cooked and 
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ate our supper and went to grass; slept ftrst rate. Commenced the 

next day to get ready to move on; 1 t betng cons tneraru e of a .lob and 

t.ne season baczwarn , we snai i not get fatrlY s t ar t ed ne r'or e the 15th 

or 16th. The weF.lther ts now warm and the grass ts growing fast. 

For spme days, we--or some Mexicans whom we engaged--havtng 

hustly engaged breaking ten mules. It was enJoyahle to see the hrutes 

perfo~m. To harness them the liextcans tied thetr four lees together 

and throwed them down. The fellows then got on them, and wrung thetr 

ears-- wn i ch , ltke a n1nter's sk tn , ts the tenderest part. By t.ha t 

ttme they were doctle enough to take the harness. Then imals in 

many respects r esemm e sheep; they ar e very t i.rntrl and when fr1 'ht ened 

will k t ck 11ke thunder. They r,otsi.x har-ne s sed tnto n t cam , when one 

of the leaders, feeling a 11ttle multsh, Jumped rtght stratght over the 

other ones bnck. One fellow offered to bet the liquor that be could 

rtde an unbroken one he had hought; the het was taken, hut he no so0ner 

mounted the muJe---fool---than he landed on hts hA ds anrt feet tn a very 

un~t3nifted manner. A roF.J.r of laughter from the spectators was hts 

r ewarc . After they ar e br oken they are of the two more gentle t han A 

norse . I suppose hY t h t s t t me that vou have some t c ea of a mule. 

lie hav e frJHi~ed R. coa i t t ron w t t n two othe smA.11 compam es-c-one or 

which Edw11rd. Jackson of Newton oor. helongs to--tho othe · from UR.1ne. 

cons t s t tnz of only r'our persons, one .o r whom 1s 1colonel Bod f t sh , whom 

we have se!ected for our m111tnry comma rter. He helongs to the Pew 

Englf 1 ct r ert ne ... _t And fought under General scot.t ·tn Uextco. I think he 

is a f1rst rnte mnn for the offtco. BY tis unton we hnve two doctors 

an~ a man of m111tary expertence. 

Te found SA.m~el Nicholson he· e; his cocpFJ.n wtll stnrt the fore pa~t 
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of th week. There has heen some stckness here, prtnctpally among 

the 1ntemperA.te, which 1s the case everywhere you know. Our company 

ts composed mostlY of men who helteve thAt God has laid ~own laws 

whtch must he oheyed tf we would enjoy health, and oheying those laws 

we are all in possession of go~d health. 

I see hY v our letter that you hav e the hl'- es 8. 111~ t le 1 n your 

anxiety for my welfare. I thtnk we had hetter not tndulee such 

fceltncs. I confess that I had sot the example, I do not worry ahout 

myself, then why should you for me. I do not discover in your letter 

anv anx i e tv on your own account, then let us for the future look on the 

br t gh t side of the sub.l cc t and indulge no more in useless anxiety. It 

effects nothing and ts almost uni.versallY the hug hear of the tmAgtnation. 

'I'he reports of the gold regions here ar e as encour-axt nrt 8S they were 

at 1'/assachusetts. Just 1m8.r;1.ne to yourself' see ms me return wt th from 

~10,000.00 to v100,ooo.oo. 

I suppose that hY this ti.me I may congrat1lnte you upon passesstng 

8. faaily circle without me, for you know we used to say that it requ1red 

three to make 8 circle and ]Edvrnrd a iwavs confirmed it hY saytng 11No11
• 

I w1sh you would keep a sort of memorandum of kindnesses recetvcd. 

I shall write to hrother Dnvid to-day, re~uesting htm to make 

grer.1 t exert ton ta send s c.: monev when needful and you wt 11 of course 

i.nforrn h tm when that t t me ar-r t ves.. 

I do not wonder that General T8Ylor was opposed to the writtnR of 

Jong letters when on the Fi.eld. I nrn now writing at a low hox and am 

compelled to stoop to conqu~r. I offer thts as an apology for not writ­ 

i.ng more to you now 8nd wrt:ing so little to the others. I wish thRt 

Y'JU would preserve my letters, as the~' may he useful for future reference. 
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Al t.hough we sna ll Leave ber'or-e · YO" r next letter ar-r-t v e s , I expect 

to got tt 8.S one of our company will not start unttl 8.hout tne 23rd, 

nut wtll overtB~e us, as he wtll have no naggage of tmportance; he 

is from Oht o. Lord and uncle Jesse wt 11 wri.. te t o-uav . Tney are 

up 8.Dd ctro~sed 8.Dd go at it like men at a d8.Ys work. 

HOUB"h 8.Dd Staples hav e .lus t returned from nuyt.ng horses. They 

hav e br-ough t two wt th them, wm cn 8N:l very beaut t ru l . I would 1 t k e 

to send one home to Father. We pay ahout 150.00 8.Pi..ece for them. 

In Boston they would nring 5150.00. 

Respects to all, 

Geor· "e ili..n slow. 
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~flST(}R nA STA TL 

\ ICAI_ SOc![T) 

Port KenrneY, June 17, 1849. 

l~ very helove~ w1fe~- 

It na s t nu s rar heen a ple8.ff'..,;r0 for me to wr t t e 

to 1 01.,;. r'r om t he ract t na t I hnv e hnc nothi.ng to wr · te t ha t vou woulri 

n0t w1th pleasure peruse, hut, my rte~r w1fe, the scene has changed anrl 

tlli s letter wi 11 heru to YOv. t nt ell i.c;ence of the mo st unwelcome 

char-ac t-er , ad most pai.J1fu1 for me to write, wrrt ch will wrinG YO'..:..r 

hear t s w i t n ::mr,uish 111r:1 so' ·ow. 

Gecrge is dead---what more shnll I wri.te-~-1hat car I vrite--­ 

hu~ unpleasnnt as the news may he you wi.11 he anxi.ous t0 have the 

part i cu l a .. C s . 

Allou.t tne 27th of. Mny he was taken with o tar-r-ho ea , which La st ert 

seve r a ; dn.:1s a .. d wbi.ch vi.si.111y W'..J .. :e on him. He W8S taken the day we 

cr-o s seo the K'rns·1s Rt ve . He however pa: ti BllY recovered nut on the 

folJ ovtiLg Thur srlnY be n t e some nudrl 1ng fen d t n.ier , which hurt h tm , and 

~hout three o'clock i.n the nfternoon he w~s taken ~uch wo ·se, vomiting 

and purging and 8.lsri crA.rnptng. Here we stopped. He cont inu e-i to gr0w 

worse and been Ge very s t ck . Dr. Lope, Uncle Jesse, Yr. St.F.l.Ples and 

myself watched wt th h trc dur1ne t ne m snt : about t hr ee o • clock tn tho 

·morni 1B we thou~ht hi.m dying. I tol~ hi.m of the fact nn~ qpoke ta h1m 

o! home; asked him tf he rtid not wish to se~d s0me word to El1za and 

FF.l.ther And Jruther ~D~ others. He ~id not leF.1.ve any---seemed very si.ck. 

re1nesdaY morning he appe~rect F.l. li.ttle hetter and conttnued so durirg 

tne riAY. Ue re~ni.ned camped duri.ng the dA.Y F.l.Dd unti.l Fr1dAY morning 

he continued to tmprove, so much so thnt he wanted ·to start on, and 

the road hetnct smooth, we cnnclurted to go on, giving htm as comfortAhle 

~ hed as possible in one of the 1:1rge wa~ons, and I took ch~rge of the 
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wagan a~d drbve tt all of the ttme that he rode, so that he mtght 

r ece t v e all of the at tent ton t ha t our c t r-cums t.ances would a i r ow . . ur t n g 

the eventng he continued 11riout the same. SRturdnY we tr-Aveled,.p11rt of 

t _e day. Doctor thought htm tmprovtng. Sunday we moved a short dis­ 

tance to water and camped; rematned till ttondaY, 10 o'clock A. M., 

and Geo ge appeared much tmproved. We st11rted on our Journey. He 

stood the ride much hetter than on the prevtous day and we felt qutte 

enco~raged. All saw that he was vtsthlY 1mprovtng. Tuesday we started 

at 6 o'clock A. M. a~d George continued to tmprove. The day was 

ple8sant till the afternoon and George conttnued in eood sptrtts. At 

5 o'clock P. M. there came up a violent shower; such a one yo~ perhaps 

never saw . There is not h tng on the plsin9 to br eak t lie wind F.J.nd 1 t 

sweeps on roost rur iousav . The 1 i..ghtening ts truly terrific, anri when 

F.J.ccompanted wi..th rF.J.tn,_ hai..l and wtnd, F.ts in thi..s cnse, it ts truly 

suhltme. To this storm I at rtriute George's death. I ~1s, however, 

awF.J.re of i..ts vtolence nnd uarded htm as thoroughly as posst~le ~1th 

our r-ubber hln.nkets from all damprie s s that might come through our 

covo ·ect WF.J.gon. George d1d not appear worse. Wednesday morntne he 

nppea cd aho~t the same; traveled most of the day. 3 o'clock he 

hegan to grow worse. I sent tmmedi..ately for the doctor who wns heh1nd 

a~ camped as soon as we could get to wate~, hut George dtd not appear 

to grow ne t t er. uncle Jesse watched t he t t r s t part of the n i..gllt, bu t 

George growtng wo se, Uncle Jesse C8lled Staples 8.nd myself' and we 

re a8. tned wt th m m ti 11 he ot ed . ThursdF.lY morning George was very s i cx 

an0 much wandertng; di..d not know us except at tntervals; seel7len. to fa11 

very fast; 9 o'clock, George 1s de8d. His hocty lies here 1n the tent,. 

nut his sp t r t t has fled. our conpanv feel deeply this solemn pr-ov t o ene e . 
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I never· attended so solemn a runer-n t . Here we are on the plains hundreds 

of mt I e s from anv ci v.t t t z eo hetne, and to Leave one of our number- was 

most trying. 

The exercises Rt the t~nerB.l consisted tn reading the scrtptures 

i1I'.d pr aver : t.b t s closed the scene. lTe erected grnvostones on which we 

tnscrt bed "George Winslow, Newton, 11.Rss., Aeed _25, 1849 .11 

J& dear Clarissa, you wtll sympathize deeply with Eliza tn her 

affliction. WhB.t a pity that such 8. young famtly should he hroken up. 

I hope that tt mB.Y never he thus wtth us. George remarked several 

t t rne s nur t ns his sickness thr:1~: he nao ~lWJ:lYSha,1 ::t poor opinion of 

human nat.ur c , hut t ha t he received, dur·tn~ his sickness, more sympF.tthy 

and atteit1on than he supposed 8 memher could receive. I Am sorry 

th8t I h8Ve no particular word from htm to senrt to Eli.ZR or hts 

rat.her r1nd mother or to you. He left none. It was not becau s e he 

cttd not thtnk of home, hut hecause he thought he mtght get he-ter; then 

a t the last a t t acx he W, S t0O stck to S8Y F.l11Ythtng. He used tCJ SRY to 

me frequently, "Lord, tf you F:lre tahen stck, you wtll think more of 

your folks Rt home. t nan you do of vour-se.r r . I don't ca re anvt.m.n« 

about myself, hut m:/ w i re and my children; t l.ey are r1epeJJdent upon me ." 

I had every r-ea son to know t hat he thought much of ht s nome and h i s 

f011(s, t.houch he sa l d hut little. I W8.S wtth rn m most of the t trae 

durtns his sickness, 811 of t.he t trae day s , and most of the ti.me ni.ghts. 

We did not leave hi.m from the t i me he vlJr•s t.a ken s t cx till h t s dca t h 

wtthout a watch, :=ii d here let me say that he seemed to sink away as 

though he were going to sler·JP ano died wt t nout a struggle. l'Te shBll 

take care of all of ~ts things. 
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It 1s most t1me for us to start, and I must close· this letter 

an~ leave 1t. I have not as yet sAid anything to you, hut I can­ 

not s~1y much now; hut I can assure you. t n the first place t ha t I 

am well. I hope you ar e -u so well. Don't let t he ch1 ldren forget - 

"tie ar e ~ett1ng along very \1011 and are de t er-mt ned 1f pos s i iu e 

to go through. I hope that you will not gtve yourself much an- 

xiety about us in reg1ur:1 to s t ckne ss . I tl1i.nk we hav e passed through 

the WJSt of 1 t. All of our par tv ar e well. 

I must now cl~se, hoping that when I arrive tn California I 

shall receive a letter from you. As to yo~r getting along in rny ah­ 

s snce , r:10 as you think ne s t . 

Very affectionately yours, 

Brackett Lord. 

r:r-i t ten hY Brackett 10rd to hi. s wi.fe tell tnr-; her of the ctea th o · 

George iinslow, who was her hrother. I have the or1Ginal letters 

written on foolscap PAPer, they are folded an1 sealed with wax, no 

envelope was used. 

July 15th, 1911. 

Hrs. JI. o. lltnslow, 

114- Ltherty St., 

Meriden, 

conn. 
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711 Taylor ~t., San Francisco, Cal . 

..,::arch 11, 1891. 

Rev. Mr. s. Goldsmith, 

Fairbury, Ne b . 

Dear Sir: 

Your very kind letter of the 25th ult. was duly received, 

for Vlhich you will please accept the thanks of my wife as well 

as myself. 

You are correct in the statement that this is the grave 

and head st one of our deceased brother, George 1inslow, of. New t o.n , 

Y!ass., who cl ied June 8th, age 25. He started to California in 

a company of twenty-five nicked young Tien from Boston and 

vicinity. I was one of the comnany. Our organization was known 

as the Boston and ~ewton Joint Stock Comrany. Ue left Boston 

Anril 16, 1849, went a irect to Lnde pe nde nc e , Ho. where we camre d 

three weeks, buying an t-sa l s , wagons, and supplies for the trip 

which we made in six months, arriving in Sacramento, -ertember 

26th. 

,, 

TTe han the- usual experience in getting started with 

unbroken mules and horses, with the greenest set of men to hanclle 

them that ever left the Sast for California. Pluck they had 

plenty or, which overcame eve1:y obstacle in the start. 

As you are a resic1ent of :Jebr,,.ska, I need not describe to 

you those wind an' rain storms, which we enco.int e re d '?Then t:1ey 

rre re at their :-ieisbt.. Just at this time the cholera broke out 

among the Emigrants, which sv:ept away whole parties in twenty­ 

four hours. 

Our outfit wal:;!-Of the very best so we felt safe and 

comfortable, hut to_ our dismay several of the 'r\arty were ta ken 

with it, myself iccluded. 

Ge:::Jrge r:'ir:slov; was a man of fine physique, gr e e t strength 
,¾, 

and health, but was the first to succerab to this d re ad e d d t aee se , 

Everything was do ne for him that was possible, both by our 

ph;-rsician, Dr. D. J. Locke, and each man tr;tring to do his :part. 
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After a few.days he rallied with every hor-e of his recovery and 

but for a very cold storm from which he took cold we felt that 

he might get well, but at the best a relarse in cholera 1s a 

hard thing to fight. Death ca~e suddenly striking everyone with 

horror, feeling that more would follow. We were still in camp 

on his account, giving him every attention and resnect that he 

would have had in his own home. 

The funeral was conducted with the greatest solemnity and 

saddest of hearts. Mr. A. c. SWeetser of Boston made the prayer 

and B. Burt of Freetown, Ma.s s , r-ea.d the scri-nture. As the coffin 

was lowered into the grave, tears rolled down the cheeks of these 

strong men 1 ike children. All stood around to witness the last 

acts with the most intense interest. 

The stone ha~ been brought from a deposit of sand stone 

about two miles away, Uncle Jescee ~ inslow taking it u oon him­ 

self, with the aid of others, to cut the letters in the stone with 

such tools as he could find. These preparations ~etained us 

three aays, not th~ee hours as a corresnondent stated in a Boston 

,,..,a;1er. 

,, 

The stone was about three to four feet long, eighteen 

inches wide, six inches thick. The grave was dug u-usually deep. 

You describe perfectly the localit~ of the grave and it is as 

fresh in my mind as the day we went and left it behind. Two 

miles e~st of the Little Blue ~iver, I have always su~posed would 

bring it into Kansas, but upon looking it ur, having the town of 

Fairbury to guide me, I find my m:stake. 

You ask for the na~es of the com~any, ana I give them to 

you he rew I+h , but what particular business they haue followed I 

do not know. :ia.nJr of them have filled places of honor and trust, 

some ha:e become weal thy, traveling and enjoying 1 Lf e . r1-e know 

of six who have passed away and I presume there are more that I 

am not aware of. 
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. 
Names. of the members of the Boston and Newton 

Joint Stock Association, who left for 

California, April 16, 1849. 

From newton Upper Falls, Mass. 

~ Jes:0ee 'i7inslow, I\Uner for two years. 

Benjamin Burt, Merch~nt. 

David J. Star,l~s, Pres. Fireman1s Fund Ins. Co. 

J. F. Star,les, Dealer in cattle. 

Bracket Lora, Trader . 

-II George i7inslow, Died in Neb. June 8, 1849. 

Robert Coffey, Rancher. 

Daniel E. Easterbrook, Canitalist. 

M. J~ Ayer, Carnenter. 

pWm. H. Tiichols, ~aborer. 

Charles Gould, returned E&st '49. 

- From Boston and vicinity. 

A. c. Swe~tser, Real.Estate. 
¥D• J. Locke, :Physician & Syieculator. 
¥ George Thomnson, Oo o l .• 
w. c. Felch, Insurance. 
J. st. Clair Wilson. 
Lewis Whittier. 
H. B. Christ. 
Harry lfo yes . 
Mr. Evans, Mr. Osb_O!P., iJr. \'light. 
Hr. Rough, Mr, McGfp'a)'th, Mr. Loring. 

~ neceased • 

I' 



_, ... - 

Thanking you for the interest you have taken in bringing 

to light a doubt we have always regretted, I am 

Yours very respectfully, 

--Signed--D. J. Staples. 

Note by Mrs. Hen;r-y O. Ttinslow. 

You will a.e from the date of the letter that it was 

written ( the original one) twenty years ago. Danid Staples 

the writer is dead, and I doubt if any one of of the Comrany 

are living. 

,_ 



NEBRASKA STA TE 
HISTORICAL SOClET) 

Dear Mrs. Steele: 

This mornings mall brought me your wo Lcome Le t t er- and I was 

verv _C;lad to know that you were Lnt.er-er-t ed in the copy r sent you .. 
written by Unole David Staples to ~r. Goldsmith. 

" 

I have received today some f,1mily Le t t ez-a which were written in 

18'4-9 11.rhich I 'Vill have copied and sent both to you and Mr. Hansen. 

· You need not return them as we are keeping copies of everything we 

can get. The one ~etter I am going to send you, written by George 

~inslow himself. The last one written by him to his wife will be · 

quite interesting, the way he refers to ~is family circle. touched 
"( 

me-he refer,._ed to it in such a modest way. You see my husband was 

born aftAr he went avav , and I have bP;nn told how anxious he was 

about leaving her. He was young only 25 to have a farnly, bt.-tt:: had 

accumulated: enough money to trmd to his Brother David to help him 

in Raining a College Course, besides putting several hundred in the 

Company, enroute for the 1; ilifornia ,~old fields. Yon see t.riat much 

will interest you about early days 1f you ar~ at all familiar with 

old New Ti!ngland people and t:rieir style of 'Hri ting letters. 

we are vnry anxious to have that grave kept in a stateof 
p reaer-vat i.on , but of cour ae it puzzles us here so far away to know 

just wh at could be done about 1 t. we nave received t.wo vo ry fine 

lettr=Jrs from Mr. Hansen, and from his lettf'\rs know he must be a vr-~ry 

fine man. He seemed ·vP,ry much inter(~Rted, and ilr; 11r1nslow is going 

to write him asking him what he would advise in the matter or what 

he wou Ld recommend. I would lilce to tell you right here something 

of the family and anceat o r-s of George 1rr1nslov1 so if this place should 

e v- r become historic; you would know you vrnre honoring one who was 

worthy of honor. He was a de s cendarrt of Keneln,1'1inslm·rf brother o f' 

Fid1.'rard =i ns tow one of the founders of the Puri tan Colonies. He came 



to Amer Lea on the return of the May Iflovrnr. George 1.ir1nslow' s 

grandfather Shadrach 117inslow, graduated from Yale College as M. D. 

in 1771 during the Rev.· War. He fitted up an American privateer in 

which he sailed as surgeon, was taken a prisoner and detained off 
.JU). 

coast of Spain, and afterward was a prisoner on board the old J~sey 

Prison ship in Wallabout "Gay, Brooklyn N. Y. I have plenty of proof 

I could furnish anyone who might become interestfld in this lonely 

grave, that they were bestowing honor upon one vrh er e honor was due. 

My reason for referring to this 1s that if Fairbury people should 

become interested for historical reasons they would like to know 

eomat.h i ng of the man v1h ose grave they are honoring. 

This letter I commenced just before leaving for our summer- camp, 

but did not have time to finish, so I hope you will excuse all im­ 

perfections in writing etc. I am sure you d1d us a great favor in 

placing us in the hands of Mr. George Hansen, for he seems very much 

int0rastnd, and we have just received too lntarest1ng letters from 

him, asking for all possible information we can gain. He sent a 

clipping from a ~airbury paper giving the account of our meeting at 

Washington, D. c., and the David staples letter. If possible could 

you >o;i:r:ha3re you a copy of it you could send m8. It was cut from the 

paper and he wishes to return it. He 41sO speaks of the sec. of your 

state Historical Society seeing trie 1 tern and had 'Hri tten to have him 

find out all he can, and let him know. Mr. Hansen also stated that 
t,)_ 

he might be able to stop over in M0«den before his return to Fairbury, 

we hope he will bA able too as it is so m1ch better to be able. to 

talk over any arrangements that mieht be made later. You need not 

return these cq,pies as I have more. 

. I:.was very much interested to know that your husband was a 

Grand Army man. I lost a father and a brother in the Civil war , and 

a brother and a brothe!'-in-law returned. I can remember some of the 

sadness that came to us then. 



The heat has been something terrible here, but Lo much more 

comfortable today. 'rhere has been some deaths from it, tut I think 

· the worst is over. 
Hoping this will find you. well, and thanking you for your kind 

letters, I am very sincerely your friend, 

Mrs. H. o. Winslow 

11~ Liberty st., 

Meriden, conn. 

July 15th, 1911. 



r 

NEBRASK~ STATE 
HISTOfltCAL SOCIET) 

Hackensack, N. J. 

~Tune 20 -11. 

Dear Friend Mrs. Steele: 

Your letter of the 9th rec'd. enclosing your 

copy of letter written to Mr. Goldsmith by n. J. Staples, 

the comrade of Geo.,. Winslow in 1849, and you may be 

sure that every line of it was of the greatest interest 

to me. It gives us all the information we could possibly 

expect relating to the aysterious, but fortunately not 

nameless grave, along the old Oregon tr~il in our count/y. 

The next mail brought me, also, a copy of the Staples 

letter, and a letter from rffr;. .Henry O. Winslow t n answer 

to one I commenced in Fairbury and finished and mailed from 

here. From his letter I les.rned, further, the.t Mr. 

Goldsmith wrote to the Boston Herald in regand to this 

gravestone; that David J. Staples is an uncle of Henry o. 

and t hs.t Geo. Winslow left two sons, ~enry- 0. and Geo i.:... 

of Waltham ~.1~.ss. 

Mr. H. o. Winslow has written his brother and sent him 

my letter and when he hears from him, will write me further 

in the matter telling me their wishes in regard to the 

preservation of the grave. 

We had a delightful trip acrosE the country ... no :r.iore 

oppressive hea t after crossing the Ifobraska line, and none 

,, since. 

We are becoming convinced that the hu~an family should 

imitate the birns in their migrations, making our sto~ning 

places only where we do ~ot suffer from heat or from cold, 

and where food can be raised without- continual fear of 

drouth. This will certainly be po ae t tLe , sometime, because 

we are_ beginning to fly. 



I , .. 

~ 

,.,,..,.._ 'I "JI 
We all spent yesterday ~ne city, and I am 

glad to say :i\!rs. H. is none the worse to day, for her 

dissipation. She has not been as well as we hored she 

would be, but I thfnk she is improving, and I know she 

is much harpier to be relieved from the care of her 

home, and to be with Gerty. 

She sends her love. 

Yours truly, 

g.·. VI. Hansen. 

I'·- 



153 

THE HARBINE BANK OF FAIRBURY 
ORGANIZED 1873 

OFFICERS ANO DIRECTORS: 
GEO. W.HANSEN, PRf:SlDENT 
L.W.ELDRIOGE,VICE PRESIDENT 
L.M.NELSON, CASHIER 
$. R.M ERR ELL, ASST, CASHll!:R 
H. H. MCLUCAS, Ass·r. CASHIER 
A.P. LI NOELL 

_ J.V.SWITZER 
H.F".HOLE 



153 

THE HARBINE BANK OF FAIRBURY 
ORGANIZED 1873 

OFFICERS ANO DIRECTORS: 
GEO. W.HAN SEN, PRESIDENT 
L,W.ELDRIDGE,VICE PRESIDENT 
L.M.NELSON, CASHlt:R 
5. R.M E RRELL1 ASST, CASHIER 
H. H, MCLUCAS, ASST. CASHIER 
A.P.LINOELL 
J.V.SW!TZER 
H.F.HOLE 

CAPITAL STOCK $100,000.00 
SURPLUS AND UNDIVIDED PROFITS $35,000.00 . 

FAIRBURY, NEBRASKA 














