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“ NEBRASKA STATL
HISTORICAL SOCIET)

Letter #3——-Direct your letters to

Sutters Fort, California.

Independence, May 12, 1849.
My dear Wife:-

I have purposely delayed writing to you until now so
that I might be able to inform you with some degree of certainty of
our progress and prospects. After starting for this state we heard
SO many stories that I could with no certainty make up my mind whether
we should succeed in getting further than here, and of course felt
unwilling to mall too many letters as we neared this town lest we
siielld refurn before they 4id.

I am happy to say that I have heard fron y?gmga—day. Uncle
Jesse and Brackett were gratiflied by thelr WiVe; in the same mail.
I ap glad to hear that you are well. My health never was hetter
than now. .

You ask me tOo tell you .what they say out here about the roite.
Well those who have travelled it say we need borrow ne trouble ahout
forage; that millions of buffaloes have feasted on the vast prairies
for ages and now they have conslderabvly diminished by reason of
hunters etc., and 1t 1s absurd to think that a few thousand emigrants
cannot cross. I have conversed with colonel Gilpin, a gentleman who
lives near by, upon the subject, and he has crossed to the Pacific
five times, and his testimony 1is as ahove. We all feel very much
encouraged, and everybody says there is not a company in town better
equipped than ours. We have bought forty mules and six horses and
will have two more horses by Monday. Our mules average $52.00 each.
We have also four Wégons and perhaps may buy another; one of our
wagons left camp to-day for the plains ten miles from here, there taQ

recruit up before starting. We shall probably get under way next

Tuesday or Wednesday.




As to your second question, viz. how I like to ride a mule, I
would way that I have not ridden one enough to know and do not expect
to at present, as I have been appointed teamster and had the good luck
to draw the best wagon. We have covered 1t to-day 1n tall shape; the
top has two thicknesses of covering, so that it will be first rate in
rainy or very warm weather, also to sleep 1in nights. As to camping, I
never slept sounder in my 1life. I always find myself in the morning--
or my bed rather--flat as a pan cake. As the darn thing leaks Just
enough to land me on terra firma by morning, 1t saves me the trouble
of pressing out the wind, so who cares. It is excellent to kKeep off
the dampness;

We diet on salt pork, hard and soft bread, beauns, rice, tea;
vIasty Pudding® and apple sauce; also smoked pork and ham. Being
out in the air we relish these dainties very much.

My money holds out very well. After buying several articles 1in
Boston and eating on the road part of the time, I have about $15.00
on hand out of $25.00 which I had on leaving home. I have lost nothing
except that glazed cap, which was worth but little.

Uncle Jesse;, Gould and Nichols.are talking in our tent, so I will
defer writing more until morning.

Sunday morning, May 13.

This 1s a glorious morning and having fed and curried my mules
and bathed myself and washed my clothes, I can recommence writing to
vou Bliza. I will number this letter #3 as I have. sent you two befbre,
the second from Sandusky. I wish that you would adopt the same system,
then we may Xnow 1f we receive every letter.

We arrived here Friday P. M., May H4th, pltched our tents, cooked and
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ate our supper and went to grass; slept first rate. Commenced the
next day to get ready to move on; it being considerable of a ,Job and
trie season backward, we shall not get falrly started hefore the 15th
or 16th. The weather 1s now warm and the grass is growing fast.

For some days, we—-of some Mexlicans whonr we engaged--having
busily engaged breaking ten mules. It was enJoyable to see the brutes
perform. To harness them the Mexicans tied their four legs together
and throwed them down. The fellows then got on them, and wrung thelir
ears-—--which, like & nigger's skin, 1s the tenderest part. By that
time they were doclile enough to take the harness. The animals 1n
many respects resemble sheep; they are very timida and when frightened
will kick 1ike thunder. They gotsix harnessed 1nto a team, when one
of the lefders, feeling a 1ittle mulish, Jumped right strailght over the
other oneé bacX. One fellow offered to het the liquor that he could
ride an unbroeken one he had bought; the bet was taken, but he no sooner
mounted the mule—---fool--—than he landed on his hands and foet in a very
undlgnlified manner. A roar of laughter from the spectators was his
reward. After they are broken they are of the two more gentle than a
horse. I suppose by this time that you have some idea of a mule.

We have formed a coalition wilth two other small cdmpanies——one o
which Idward Jackson of Newton Cor. bhelongs to--the other from Maine.
consisting of only four perséns, onecof whom 1sfgoionel Bodfish, whom
we have selected for our military commander. He belongs to the New
England regiment and fought under General 8cott in Mexico: I think he
is a first rate man for the office. By this union we have two doctors
and a man of wilitary experience.

Ye found S8amuel Nicholson here; his company will start the fore part
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of the week. There has beecn some sickness here, principally among
the intemperate, which is the case everywhere you Know. Our company
1 composed mostly of men who belleve that God haé laid down laws
which must be obeyed if we would enJoy health, and obeying those laws
we are all in possession of good health.

I see by your letter that you have the blues a 13rtle 1o your
anxiety for my welfare. I think we had better not indulge such
feelings. I confesé that I had set the example, I do not worry about
myself, then why should you for me. I do not discover in your letter
any anxlety on your own account, then let us for the future 1look on the
pright side of the subJect and indulge no more 1in useless anxiety. It
effects nothing and is almost universally tﬁe bug bear of the imagilnation.

The reports of the gold regilons here are as encouraging as they were
at Massachusetts. Just imagine to yourself seeing me return with from
810,000.00 to $100,000.00. :

I suppose that by this time I may congratulate you upon possessing
a famlly circle without me, for you know we used to say that 1t required
three to make A circle and Edward always confirmed it by saying "Not.

I wish you would keep a sort of memorandum of kindnesses Pee el VB

I shall write to brother David to-day, requesting him to make
srent exertion to send you money when needfui and you will of course
inform him when that time arrives.

I 4o not wonder that General Taylor was opposed to the writing of
long letters when on the Field. 1 am now~wr1ting at a low boX and am
compelled to stoop to conquer. I offer this as an apology for not writ-
ing more ﬁo vou now and writing so little to the others. I wish that

vou would preserve my letters, as they may be useful for future Ierersnocss
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Although we shall leave bhefore your next letter arrives, I expect
to get 1t as one of our company will not start until about the 23rd,
but will overtaxe us, as he will have no baggage of importance; he
1s from Ohio. Lord and Uncle Jésse will write to-day. They are
up and dressed and go at 1t 1llke men at a days work.

Jough and 8taples have Just returned rrom buying horses. They
have‘bfought two with them, which are very beautlful. I would like
to send one home to Father. We pay about £50.00 apiece for them.
In Boston they would bring £150.00.

Respects to all,

George Viinslow.
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Fort Kearney, June 17, 1849.

My very bheloved wife<-

It has thus far heen a pleasure for me to write
to you from the fact thét I have had nothing to write that you would
not with pleasure peruse, but, ny dear wife, the scene has changed and
this letter will bear to you intelligence of ﬁhe most unwelcome
character, and most painfﬁl for me to write, whlch will wring your
hearts with angulsh augd SOTTOW .

Gecrge 1s dead-—-what hore shall I write-—-what can I write-—-
but unpleasant as the news may bhe-you will be anxious to have'the
particulars. J

About the 27th of May he was taken with dlarrhcea, which lasted
several days and which visibly wore on him. He was taken the day we
crossed the Kansas River. He however partially reccovered bhut 5n the

following Thursday he ate some pudding for dinner, which hurt him, and

&

about three o'clock in the afternocon he wasltaken much worse, vomiting
and purging and also cramping. Here we stopped. Ie continued to grow
worse and became very sick. Dr. Lope, Uncle Jesse, Mr. Staples and
myself watched with him during the night; about three o'clock 1in the
morning we thought him dying. I told him of the fact and spoke to him
of home; asked him if he did not wish to send some word to Bliza and
Father and Mother and others. He d4id not léave any---seemed very sick.
Wednesday morning he appeared a little better and continued so during
the day. Ve remained camped during the day and until Friday morning

he continued to improve, so much so' that he wénted'to start on, and

the road beilng smooth, we concluded 10 g0 bn, giving him as comfortable

a bed as possible in one of the large wagons, and I took charge of the
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wagon and drove it all of the time that he rode, so that he might

recelve all of the attention that our clrcumstances would allow. During

the evening he continued about the same. Saturday we traveledipart of
the day. Doctor thought him 1lmproving. Sunday we moved a short dis-
tance to water and canmped; remained ti1ll Monday, 10 o'clock A. M.,

and George appeared much improved. We started on our Jjourney. He
stood the ride much better than on the previous day and we felt quite
encouraged. All saw that he was vislibhly improving. Tuesday we started
at 6 o'clock A. M. and George continued to improve. The day was
pleasant tlll the afternoon and George continued 1in good spirits. At
5 o'clock P. M. there came up a violent shower; such a one you perhaps
never saw. There 1s nothing on the plains to break the wind and it
sweeps on most furlously.. The lightening 1s truly terrific, and when
accompanled with rain, hall and wind, as in this case, it 1s truly
sublime. To this storm I attribute'Georze's death. I was, however,
aware of 1ts Violence and guarded him as thoroughly as possible with
our rubber blankets from all dampness that might come thrdugh our
covered wagon. George did not appear worse. Wednesday morning he
appeared abhout the same; traveled most of the day. 3 o'clock he

began to grow worse. I sent immediately for the doctor who was behind
and camped -as soon as we could get to water, but George did not appear
to grow better. TUncle Jesse watched the first part of the night, but
George érowing worse, Uncle Jesse called Staples and myself and we
remained with him t111 he died. Thursday morning George was very sick
and much wandering; did not kKnow us except at intervals; seemed to fall

very fast; 9 o'¢lock, George 18 dead. Hig body lles haere ‘in tThe tent,.

hut his spirit has fled. Our company feel deeply this solemn providenee.
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I never attended so solemn a funeral. Here we are on the plains hundreds
of miles from any civillized helng, and to leave one of our number was
most trying.

The exercises at the funeral conslsted in reading the scriptures
and prayer; this closed the scene. TWe erected gravestones on which we
inscrived "George Winslow, Newton, Mass., Aged 25 1849."

My dear Clarissa, you will sympathize deeply with Iliza 1in her
affliction. What a pity that such a young familly should be broken up.
I hope that 1t may never be thus with us. George remarked several
tlmes during his sickness that he had :alwa¥shad a poor opinion of
human nature, but that he received, during his slckness, more sympathy
and attention than he supposed a member could recelve. I am SOrLW
that I have no particular word from him to send to Eliza or his
father and mother or to yep . He lert none. TP was not hetause he
did not think of home, bhut because he thought he might get better; then
at the last attack he was too sick to say anything. He used to say to
me frequently, "Lord, if you are taken sick, you will think more of
your folks at home than you do of yourself. T don't care anything
about myself, but my wife and my children; tlhey are Aependent upon me."
I had every reason to know that he thought much of his home and his
folks, though he said but 1ittle. I was with him most of the tinme
during his sickness, all of the time days, and most of the time nights.
We dld not leave him from the timg he wes taken sick till his death
without a watch, and here let me say that he seemed to sink away as
though he were going to sleecp and died without a struggle. We shall

take care of all of his thlngs.




It i1s most time fo1 us to start, and I must close this letter
and leave 1t. I have not as yet said anything to you, but I can-

not say much now; but I can assure you.in the flrst place that I . - '
gl well. - I hope you are also well. Dep'tilet Bile! Chiildnel forzels |

Papa . |

Ve are getting along very well and are determined 1f possible

to go through. I hope that you wlll not give yourself much an-

xlety abvout us in regard to sickness. I think we have passed through

the most of 1t. All of our party are well.
I must now close, hoping that when I arrive in 0alifornia I '

ghalll"rPecelve s letter-L10M You: -AS o . Vour!' Zetiing along® im mi g

sence, do asvyou think bhest.
Very arffectionately yours,
Brackett Lord.
Written by Brackett Lord to his wife telling her of the death of
George Winslow, who was her brother. I have the original letters
written on foolscap paper, they are folded and sealed with wax, no
envelope was used.
Mrs. H. 0. Winslow,
114 Liverty 8t.,
Meriden,

Quly 1BTH, B9l i Conn.




711 Taylor 5t., San Francisco, Cal.

areh 11, 1891.

Rev. Mr. S. Goldsmith,

Fairbury, Neb.>
Dear Sir:

Your very kind letter of the 25th ult. was duly received,
for which you will please sccept the thanks of my wife as well
as myself.

You are correct in the statement that this is the grave
and headstone of our deceased brother, George Tinslow, of. Newton,
Mass., who died June Eth, age 25. He started to Californis in
a company of twenty-five nicked young men from Boston and
viecinity. I was one of the company. Our organization was known
as the Boston and Tewton Joint Stock Company. Ve left Boston
April 16, 1849, went direct to Independence, lYo. where we cammed
three weeks, buying animels, wagons, &nd supplies for the trip
which we made in six months, arriving in Sacramento, “ertember
26th.

7e had the usual experience in getting started with
unbroken mules and horses, with the greenest set of men to handle

them that ever left the East for California. TFlueck they had
plenty of, which overcame every obstacle in the start.

As you sre a resident of Tebra=ske, I need not describe to
you those wind an? rain storms, which we encountered when they
were at their heights Just st this time the cholera brdke out
among the Emigrants, which swept sway whole parties in twenty-
four hours.

Cur outfit was of the very best sc we felt safe and
confortable, hut tb.our dismay several of the narty were tesken
with it, myself ircluded.

George Winslow was a man of fine physique, grest strength
end health, but was the first to suec%hb to this dreaded disease.
Everything was done for him that was possible, beth by our

physician, Dr. D. J. Locke, and each man trring to do his part.
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After a few days he rallied with every hore of his recovery &and
but for a very cold storm from which he %took cold we felt that
he might get weli, but at the best & relaypse in cholera is a
hard thing to fight. Death came suddenly striking everyone with
horror, feeling that more would follow. We were still in camp
on his account, giving him every attention and respect that he
would have had in his own home.

The funeral was conducted with the grestest solemnity and
saddest of hearts. Ir. A. C. Sweetser of Boston made the prayer
end P. Burt df Freetown, Mascs. read the serinture. As the coffin
was lowered into the grave, tears rolled down the cheeks of those
strong men like children. All stood around to witness the last
acts with the most intense interest.

The stone had been brought from a deposit of sénd stone
avout two miles away, Uncle Jesesee Tinslow taking it uron him-
self, with the aid of others, to cut the letters in the stone with
such tools as he could find. These prerarstions Aetsined us
three days, not three hours as & corresnondent steted in a Boston
naner . .

The stcone wes abéut three to four feet long, eighteen
inches wide, six inches thick. The grave was dug urusually deep.
You deseribe perfectly the locality of the grave and it is as
fresh in my mind as the day we went and left it behind. Two
niles eest of the Little Blue River, I have slways sunmposed would
bring it into Xesnses, but wpon looking it ur, having the town of
Fairbury to guide me, I find ny mistake. |

You ask for the names of the comrany, sand I give them to
vou herewith, but what particular business they hewve followed I
do not know. Many of them have filled places of honor and trust,
some ha e become wealthy, traveling and enjoying life. Ve know

of six who have passed away and I presume there are more that I

am not aware of.



TWames of the members of the Boston and Newton
Joint Stock Association, who left for
cslifornia, April 16, 1849.
From Newton Upper Falls, Hass.
# Jescee Vinslow, Miner for two years.
Benjemin Burt, Merchant.
David J. Stanles, Pres. Pireman's Fund Ins. Co.
J. P. Steples, Dealer in cattle.
Bracket Lord, Trader.
# George Winslow, Died in Neb. June 8, 184°.
Robert Coffey, Rancher.
Daniel E. Easterbrock, Canitalist.
M. J. Ayer, Carventer.
¥Wm. H. Tichols, Laborer.

Charies Gould, returned Esst '49.

-~ Prom Boston and vicinity.

A. C. Swe-tser, Resdl Estate.
%D. J. Locke, Thysician & Srneculator.
¥ George Thomnson, Cool.

W. C. Pelch, Insurance.

J. 8t. Clair Wilson.

Lewis Whittier.

H. B. Christ.

Hsrry Toyes.

lMr. Evans, Mr. Osborp, Mr. Wight.

1r. Hough, Mr. MeGp@th, lr. Loring.

¥ Deceased.



Thanking you for the interest you have taken in bringing
to 1ight a doubt we have salways regretted, I am

Yours very respectfully,

--Signed--D. J. Staples.

Note by Mrs. Henry O. Winslow.

You will sie from the date of the letter that it was
written { the original one) twenty yesrs ago. Danid Staples

the writer is dead, snd I doubt if any one of of the Company

are living.
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NLBRASKA STATE
HISTORICAL SOCIET»

Dear ¥rs. Steele:
This mornings mail brought me vour weleome letter and I was
very glad to know that vou were interested in the copy I sent vou.

written by Unele David Staples to Mr. Goldsmith.

I 'have received today some family letters which were written in
1849 whieh I will have copied and sent both to vou and Mr. Hansen.

- You need not return them as we are keeping coples of everything we
can get. The one lretter I am 2oing to send you, written by George
Winslow himself. The last one written by him to his wife willi be
quite interesting, the way he refers to his family cirele. touched
me-he refeaéd to 1t in suech a modest way. You see my husband was
born after he went away, and I have been told how anxious he was
about leaving her. He was young only 25 to have a family, bt had
accumilated enough money to lend to his Brother David to help him
in zaining a College Course, besides putting several hundred in the
Company, enroute for the 0:lifornia z2old fields. You see that much
will interest vou about early days 1f vou ére at all familiar with
0ld New Tngland people and their style of writing letters.

We are very anxious to have that grave kept in a stateof
preservation, but of course it puzzles us here so far away to know
just what could be done about it. We have received two very fine
letters from Mr. Hansen, and from his letters know he must be a very
fine man. He seemed very much interested, and ¥rs Winslow is solng
to write him asking him what he would advise in the matter or what
he would recommenf. I would like to tell you right here something
of the family and ancestors of George Winslow so if this place should
ever beeome historie, vou would know vou were honoring one who was
worthy of honor. He was a descendant of Kenelli‘."inslowf brother of

Rdward *inslow one of the founders of the Puritan Colonies. He came
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to America on the return 6f the May Flower. George Winslow's
grandfather Shadrach “inslow, graduated from Yale College as M. D.
in 1771 during the Rev. War. He fitted up an American privateer in
which he salled as surgeon, was taken a prisoner and detained off( iwe¢
enast of Spain, and afterward was a prisoner on board the old Jﬁgey
Prison ship in Wallabout Ray, Brboklyn N. Y. I have plenty of proof
I could furnish anyone who might become interested in this lonely
grave, that they were bestowing honor upon one where honor was due.
My reason for referring to this is that if Fairbury people should
become interested for historical reasons they would like to know
something of the man vh ose grave they are honor ing.

This letter I commenced just before leaving for our summer camg,
but d4id not have time to finish, so I hope vou will excuse all im—
perfections in writing ete. I am sure you did us a great favor in
placing us in the hands of Mr. George Hansen, for he seems very much
interested, and we have just received tono interesting letters from
him, asking for all possible information we san gain. He sent a
elipping from a Tairbury paper giving the account of our meeting at
Washington, D. C., and the David Staples letter. If possible could
you)0n7haxe you a copy of it vou could send me. It was cut from the
paprer and he wishes to return it. He also speaks of the See. of your
State Historiecal Society seeing the item and had written‘to have him
find out all he can, and let him know. Mr. Hansen also stated that

/

he might be able to stop over in Méﬁhen before his return to Fairbury,
e hope he will be able too as it is so much better to be able‘to
talk over any arrangements that might be made later. You neced ndt
return these cgples as I have more.

. Tuwas very mueh interested to know that your husband was a
Grand Army man, 1 lost a father and a brother in the Civil var, and
a brother and a brother-in-law returned. I can remember some of the

sadness that came to us then.




The heat has been someth ing terrible here, but is much more
comfortable today. There has been some deaths from it, buwt I think

the worst is over.

Hoping this will find you well, and thanking you for your kind

letters, I am very sincerely your friend,
Mrs. H. 0. Winslow
114 Liberty St.,

Meriden, Conn.

July 15th, 1911.




NEBRASKA STATE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Hackensack, N. J.

June 20 -11.

Dear Friend lrs. Steele:
Your letter of the 9th rec'd. enclosing your

copy of letter written to Mr. Goldsmith by D. J. Staples,
the comrade of Geo. J¥. Winslow iﬁ 1849, and you may be
sure that every line of it was of the greatest interest

to me. It gives us &all the information we could possibly
expect relating to the mysterious, but fortunately not
nameless greve, along the old Oregon tresil in our count#y.

The next mail brought me, also, & copy of the Staples
letter, and & letter from Mr..Henry 0. Winslow in answer
to one I commenced in Fairbuz& and finished and mailed from
here. Prom his letter I lezrned, further, thet IIr.
Goldsmith wrote to the Boston Herald in regsed to this
gravestone; that David J. Staples is an uncle of Henry O.
and thet Geo. Winslow left two Qons;fGenrv O. and Geo E.
of Waltham Mass.

Mr. H. 0. Winslow has written his brother snd sent him
my letter and when he hesrs from him, will write me further
in the matter telling me their wishes in regard to the
preservation of the grave.

We had a delightful trip across the country- no more

oppressive heat after crossing th ne, and none

since.

We are becoming convinced that the human femily should
imitete the birds in their migrations, msking our stopnring
rlaces only where we do not suffer from heat or from cold,
and where food can be raised without continual fear of
drouth. This will certainly be possitle, sometime, because

we &re beginning to fly.



We all spent yesterday gﬁtwef;fhé city, eand I am
glad to say lrs. H. is none the worse to day, for her
dissipation. She has not been as well as we hored she
would be, but I think she is improving, and I know she
is much harpier to be relieved from the casre of her
home, and to be with Gerty.

She sends her love.

Yours truly,

G. W. Hansen.
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