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C. A.Hammann, Sup’t 8 Y% 2, Hhiciiom? ; i/ QE \ w J-J.8. Wilson, Gen- Sup’t,
PR @hivnge & PWississippt Telegroph Gonrpany, ™ Swssia i
- CATON IaTIN L5,
’ In Connection with all other Lines in the United States and Canadas.

Terms and Conditions on which this and all Messages are received by this Company. 'i

In ordor to guard agninst and correct as much as possible some of the errors arlsing from atmospheric and ofber cause~ uppertalning to telegraphy, every tmportunt messaxe should be Rurxatén, by belng sent back from the atation’
at which it 1 to be recelved to the statlon from which it Js originally sent, Hulfthe usual price will be charged for repesting t{\e inoessyge, and while thia G npany In geod Gith will endeavor to send messnges correctly aod
F"“"’P”)’- it wili not bo responsibly fur errors or dolays In the transmisslon or delivery, vor fo ‘the non-delivery of #XFKATED MKsHaGKS, Deyond two hund fines the suin paid fur sending the messace, unless a specinl ngreement
or fusurance be inads in wrlilng, and the amount of risk specified op shls sgreamont, 404 prid 'n'{ 6 1hme of sending the mossnge. Nor will the Company by u<ible for any error or deiny in the transmission or delivery, or for
the non-delivery, of ANY UNREPRATED MEHSAGK, beyop li.e‘im'ounﬁ pald lgF g ding the same, 7 ti?’!’”!% berepn, aml puld for nt tho time  No Hability Is wesunied for errors
In cipher or abacire mersngus; nor ls any ltabliity nsé ngyd g Fror or. peglect Ly any uther Compnny over whose lines 1hin niemse by, seng to neucK

h ompany. N agent or enployve dunllowad lo vary (hese 3erine, oF, Ake nuy otber or verbul agreemaent, nOr any prowiise as to the:
neut or lnsurance, Tlesy Larws hrpugh thie wigle of thls supssnge on sl nnvs by which fi tnay be ranamitted.

y J. D, CATON, Pres't., Ottows, 1.,
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nless in liku mnnne spaci-ily Insured, snd sinonul of ol

$ by i) )
agent of the asnder of this mussage to forward if ov;i?jhu llgﬁ Ewdw
thae of purfuriiucs, and a0 o1 o but & Superiuty 3,44 autbiorized 4 3

J. BASSNETT, Sccy., Ottawa, LiL. i

it: destinution, and 1his Compauy s hereby made the bq
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CATON IxTIN LS,

In Conneoction xwith all other Lines in the United States and Canadas.

Terms and Conditions on which this and all Messages are received by this Company.

In order to gnnrd against and correct am much ns rn-n!h'n some of the errra arising from atosphecle and other cnuses apprrtnining to telegraphy, every impotiant message shanld ho nxreaTED, by being sant back from the station
at which it i« ta be received to the station from which it is eriginally sente Halt the weqnl price will be chargnd for repeating the message, and whife this Company ¥n guod faith will endeavor to send mossages correctly and
romptly, it will vet by responsible fur errors pr detaye fn the trnnsmissinn ar delivery. nor for the non-debvery of REPKaTED MKAYAGES, beyond two hundred times the aum paid for sending the messago, unless & kpocinl agreement
or tnanrrnce bo made in wiiling, and the amount of risk specificd an this sgresinunt, wnd peil nt the time of sendingr Lhe measure.  Nor willthe Company be responsible for any errogior delay in the transmiasion or delivery, or for
the non-dulivery, of ANY CSREFEATED Stwwanik, heyumil (b ninom.t jukd 10r cending 1 stio, nntens 10 like manaa spacielly innared, and amonnt 1f rick statgf horeon, and paid I at the time. Ko linbility is aramed for errors
in cipher or abrenre musanges: nor is any libillty ~asnmed by this Company for sny srror or neg-uct by any other Compuny over whoew lings this meesaga may be sent to reach it« destination. and this Company is bereby made the
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ttme of performanca, and Bo o1 e but a Superiutendont t authorized to mykeR spe-in reomient ?u‘r Insuranca. Tless tortos apply throngh the whole coutse df this message o all ltnes by which i roay be transmitted.
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A Momnn’g
. WPM‘- an unselfish; tbu;g
@ for her baby! No o{her ever eqtmls: it. «Cl.an -
ren love their parents qartly b?gq,m ghey
are 80 ngoessaryto them—Dbec. opq.
things are thg gifis of -their ban
hey are ithe wonderful, powertnl crq&tur
who keep danger away, ;md bring abont thei 1{- "
% pleasures. The o.ll-p.bsorblgg love of afte
asﬁ life is never quite ynselfish. We loye, }19
'gassxouately and tenderl pqﬂmps, bug ]p ;.s
ecanse we kuow ourselves, to be beloyed
becanse of the personal clumpp or ug 1 y
-qualities-of the object of onra qc fons:buta;
baby-—~what does g baby dojo. syol pll-|
absothgloveflomltg mother ny grown |
mortal gave her such ¢ by, suclx i
pmn and toil and’ trouble, und such wakefnl
hits, and in return gaye qq, glgnter ;peed
glove or gratitnde, how long o;%
fect,lon endure} Yet this emu | red hmg, noh

yet begutiful, go Lelpless thaf it cannot hold

ts head up pro ellyr-th 8 almost always

amroxyem o1

%g,yo wht‘eu itd laa A d tun
#vae  ag the colic

! m:’?mfn‘*

1

) g it t K w111. but Wl! per, ! t5 I bqued

() of tlmt
;f she shoyld lose: her Daby, she Qould 119(‘. hve—
could net, could not. But*wg do live, do we,,
not, plothew‘l "For .the:little. graves. a;e )
glou, ‘and, only: mothers ands -would dre

hem for years and years with sach fond car

‘We live, but there ig nothing in our. liyes fo
ever ‘like that little spow-drop that withered |
in our heart's garden. I has as’ mughindi;
vidualjty to.us as any man or woman we }uwe
ever known, and we expect to meet it-in the

i other world, our baby still, not some g]on ed

4 spirit past q,ll recogmtlgn;,. Y T .

knew one dear.old woman ,who bad lpst ‘

parents, husband, and all otherrelatives; she

could talk calmly of them all; but when ghe

spolé of *‘little Kliza,” ghe: ulwn.ys burst into

1 tears. . And “little Eliza ? died af five ;nonths‘ ;

2| old, before her mother was elghteen, .

The woman who has never bad g bab

| knows the pweetness of Jifes::

'l our babies leave us,:the mem

| we onca tel& perfumes the hesrt ou
b i - MaRrY K‘(LE D
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bbylutw eelk, ~mu Oh, -‘ i
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388 ' PIONEER TALES OF ';‘HE OREGON TRAIL

he was elected Secretary of State,\ serving until 1882,!'

afterward serving as Adjutant-General and holdlng
many prominent pasitions in the G. A. R. and insurs:
ance companies of the State. Mr. ‘Alexander died in
the year 1911, survived by his wife and four children,—
Mrs. C. F. Spain, Mrs. A. J. Brooks and .daughter,

Gertrude of Lincoln, and a son, R. C., of Topeka, Kan-___ I'-. ;
§  years 1863-4-5.

sas. ;
DANIEL FREEMAN, THE FIRST HOMESTEADER:

Daniel Freeman, of Gage county, has the distinction ‘.
of being the. first homesteader in the United States;
filing entry No. 1 upon a homestead located in Section & 9
26, Town. 4, Range 5, about four miles west of the city. x
of Beatrice, in_ the valley of Cub creek, Mr. Freeman 7y
was a soldier during the Rebelhon, and was home on a5 .
furlough which would .expire on the second day of i
- January, 1863, and the homestead act was to take.e_ﬁ,eeg

on the same date. Therefore Freeman journeyed to R
the land office at quwnvﬂle and prevailed upon the 3
- officials to remain awake with him on the night. of

January 1st,” “until after m;dmght, g0 that he might

file on the homestead-and return tq his comma,nd withs: (3
out breaking his furlough,® This request was cqmphed
with; and the records show that his entry was No, 1, *
proof of residence was No, 1, patent was No, 1,'and"

all recorded on page 1, of Book 1, at the Government
Land Office, now located in Lincoln, Nebraska.

Mr. Freeman continued to live upon his homestea‘ql\ :

rearing a large family, takmg a deep interest in. all
public affairs, finally ripening into old age, still ‘pre-
,served in his manly prqportlons, erect, and lithe Qj
step and movemen§ 3
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Mr. Freeman: passed away in 1910, mourned by his

28 many friends, especially the early pioneers of Gage
~and Jefferson couritles, with whom he had mingled and

experienced the trials and hardships of pioneer life.

THE BAKER BOYS.

The Baker boys were among the first pioneers of the
county, coming from the State of Missouri, in the

"~ They homesteaded land lying close together and
worked in common for many years, in the pioneer days.
Their main business at the homesteads was farming

. and the raising of live-stock. Like nearly all the early

\

settlers, they freighted across the “Plains’’ to earn
~ their livelihood, during the summer months.. The

‘Baker boys freighted down the Santa Fé Trail durmg
1864-5-6, bes1des some between their place and the

'M1ssour1 river,

Whlle the boys did not take an active part in the

t ;pohtlcs of the county, nevertheless they had the best
* interest and welfare of the people ever in mind, and
* had they been of different political faith, perhaps most
o of their names Would have been enrolled as public
. Inen.

TAsa family | the Bakers are one of the best known

~ and popular of the county. Only two of the brothers
' survive, Andy and William, who are living in retire-
_-'"'ment in the clty of Fairbury., A brlef biography of
3 'all 1s given: .7

Andy Baker.
Andy Baker was born in Missouri, in 1844. - Came

- up the ““Old Oregon Trail” the sprmg of 1863, setthng
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on a homestead in See:: 4-2-2; Iqarried Miss Mary !
Beattie in 1870." No children. :
' .~ Dan. Baker, ,
Dan Baker was born iﬁ_Ténnesseei in the year' 1832.
Came with his parents to Missouri in the year 1844,
Tollowed farming here till 1863, then came up -the %
“Trail” to Jefferson county, and filed on a homgstead‘ G
later on, close to that of Andy’s. Dan took quite an = g
interest in the business affairs and life of Fairb}lry, and 3
spent most of his life therein, He married Mlss.Mary 3
in 1905, leaving no children. " 4

S

Ritchie, who passed away 10
Mr. Baker died in 1907. % :
William' Baker.- Vg

William Baker was born in Tennessee, in the year " @
1835. Came to Missouri in 1844, and to Nebrasl_«;a-_.- 8
in 1864. William bought his ‘homestead from Jo‘el‘_'_ ]
Mattingly, and has continued to reside thereon ever _.__':. |
since, Fairbury growing. up in’ his front yard. : He 48
married Miss Nannie Gibson in thelate 60’

" in 1872, leaving two children who a

FRALE,

s, who died £

(9

" Joséph Baker: '

Joseph Baker was born'in Tennesses

e, in 1837. Ca;riq,; '
to Missouri in 1844, and to'Jefferson county, Neb’raska,‘;__.-%-‘}:ﬁ::_
in 1864, homesteading on. a’tract of land across th}'a e
river from William, where:he vcontinu,ed to_. reside foxj e
many years. He married_-Mi,s‘,s'Lulu Morris, and the = 4
followihg are the child'll'e:n':‘. Carl
ferson, ‘Arch, Edith, and _thg‘,-:

£

, Donald, James, Jef: -

fterwards became, {548 &
Mrs. Maud Kavanaugh, and Mrs. ‘Hattie Campbell. |

-~
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: - John Baker. ‘
John Baker was born in Tennessee, in 1839. Came
to Missouri in 1844, and to Nebraska in 1864. J ohn
‘was never married, and died in 1904. ’

: Henry Baker.
Henry Baker was born in Missouri, in 1847. Came

to Nebraska in the year 1865. Henry neéver married,
‘and died in the year 1909.

: GEO. WEISEL. .
- George Weisel was born at Gommern, Germany, in
- the year 1827,:and emigrated to American in 1858.
' Migrating westward through the States, he finally
joined a company of gold-seekers en route for Pike’s
‘Peak ; but by the time he had reached the vicinity of
. Big Sandy, his tonservative German mind impelled
him' to desert further journeying and to take advantage
. of the opportunity offered there to make money in a

. general ranching business.

- Weisel eréctqd a building just above Patterson’s
ranch, and here for many years did a good business
with the travelersof the Trail. Weisel was a typical
character of the early German pioneer, and upon his
‘slowly-thought-out conservative judgment, much of
_ Big. Sandy’s success in history rests. Weisel might
be termed the' sturdy, progressive and sound business
man of the Big Sand’y,\ and in consequence he was
g idenﬁiﬁed with nearly every business or political under-

i taking, serving in different capacities as a county, |

precinct or school officer.

Y

L Mr. Weisel, foreseeing the adziptability- of the waters.
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