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HAROLD E. FEY

770 ALDEN ROAD

PILGRIM PLACE
CLAREMONT, CA 9171}

April 27, 1987,

The archives of First Christian Church, Iincoln should
make room for the record of a remarkable woman who was once
a member of the church and of its staff, Some time in
1925 or 1926 Ann Mc began working as a secretary in the
office of the church, I was then the assistant pastor to
Ray E, Hunt with responsibility for students and for raising
money for a new church, Ann helped Wl th records and phone
calls and when opportunity offered she assisted Iumra Aspinwall,
religious education director, She and LUra became fast friends
and this friendahip later resulted in Ann completing her '
collhge education and enrolling in Auburn TheologbcalSeminary,
There she met and married Joln Bennett, a young professor -
who later beceme a professor in Union Theological Seminary,

New York, and its President.When he retired several years ago
he and Ann t aught for awhile in the Pacific School of Reli-
gion at Berkeéley and then moved to Pilgrim Place, a retirement

colony for &&»rmer missionaries, ministers and other servants
of the church, NHere I, a former editor of The Christian Century,
and my wife,joined them a decade ago.

As our acouaintance was renewed, I begap $o realise as 1T
had not earlier , what a distinguished career, carved out
for herself, While her husband John was teaching and writing =
score of books, Ann raised her family of three children, became

a good influence in New York City politics, fought valiently
against the Vietnam war by going there, was an activigt in
Riverside Church and became a leading feminist against abuses
in the religious world, Finally her health failed, but befere
she died 6n October 19, 1986 Union Theologieal Seminary gave
her and dohn Bennett gach the seminariys Medal of Honor,President
Shriver and his wife crossesdthe continent to bestow this rare
accelads, never before given to a lusband and wife for diking-
uished eervice in their separate ministries,

#nclosed herewith is a statement read atgher funeral,
Its author is John Bennett tut 1t was reall thwtpa large
audienca in the United Church of Christ in Claremch® by by
a ministee of that denomination to which the Bennetts be-
longed, It should be an inspiration to the ministers and membters
of First Christian Church,where Amn McGrew Bennett received
her calling and her start in Christian Service,

s

Sincerely yours,

Mi@ij—-




Pleagse perdon 7y tynTAgl ™ T want, to pet this 3o a Tew friands as soon 8s possible,

The Many Sides of the Life of Anne McGrew Bennett
by John C., Bennett

I am sorry not to present this account of Anﬁe myself but, knowing my vulner-
ability, I doudbt if I cou'd complete it, I am very grateful to Oliver Powell for
reading it for me.

I begin by expressing my deep gratitude to Bod for the fifty-five years
of our wonderful partnership. 4nne and I were joined by mutual Tove, mutual
supoort, and common comrityemts, The twc{'years of her 117ness were by no means
lost years far tozether with sadness, frustration, and pain there were continual
blessings, We were both surrounded by thouvghtful love in Pilgrim Place and

Anne during most of those many months was very ruch herself in mind and spirit and

relatiﬂnships. S’ohumj wile T MWW bin Bihimers nds o M@W’E%

Esoecial 'y in both “erkeley and Clarement peovle have thought of Anne as a
strong public nerson devoted, as she was, to the cause of veace and to the liberation
of women, But. during most of her lif'e she lived day by day for her lamily, as wife,
mother, and homemaker though she always related her family to Targer social goals,
She gave of herself unspafingly ¥o others(with thonghtfulness in both big things and
in meaningful details. 4s Jong as there were children living at home they were har
ch# concern anq this was the case until she was nearly fifty.

When one of her btrothers died leaving a widow who needed to work And four Sons,
the youngest of whom was a few weeks 0ld, we welcomed him int.o our home as a member of
our family and he Jived with us for five years, Anne was very careful to keep her
nephew in touch wigh his -om family and nrenared him to return when the time came
to his mother and brothers, This was as natural a role for 4nne as was in later 1ife
the crrssing of the Pacifkc ocean four times in one year}invo" ving —ome ~f her visits

to Vietnam and her attendance £t a meeting of an inter-religious conference in Xyoto

on world peace which she had helped to. g;:no.

Anne was a very strong person, ‘Some of her strength came from her early years
as a member of a pioneering family -Athat farmed a section of land in the sand hills
of western Nebraska., She 1ived in # sod house which, as she remembers,was comfrriable

in winter and in summer, Her family far from 2:2; community lived a }ife that was -
se]f-sufﬁcim_xt beyond our imagining,
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It was a very interesting journey from that sod house to "nox H4all at "nion
Seminary which was a few feet from Broadway, Her family when%% wag five moved to
North Platte and later to lincoln in large nart for their cg{.'!dren's educatirn, %hen
I first met her she had graduated from Nebraska University and was studying at fuburn

i Gk bruak
Theovogical Seminary. My imoression is that theAjourney did not fundamentally change
her, She was always strong and had great dignity and she was aleays a pionéer. She
took on no pretsnsions as she gained recognition. She always oreferred a simnle
style of living. While she was very generous with money when others 4were involeed,
her family or ghe causes for which she cared,=at 1t was difficult to permacl:xe her
to spend money on herself, W%hen she recseived the Medal from Union S;e'mi.nary last dan-
- uafy the seminadry addressed her in tts citation in these wordss "ydﬁ have always been
in the forefront of those Christians of your genecation with salted imerican society
with prophetic passion for public truth and Justice. In all the comole:dties of the
politics of your time, you never lost your savor, nor that directness of truth-tel‘”ng
with which y=our prairie upbringing endowed you."
4130, I should say that in New York she had many local interests, She was for
a time chair of the Youth Committee of the Riverside Church, and-wee—sonmttimes=a

She gave a

great dea) of attention to .organiﬁng an ecumenical community including Catholics
and Protestants in the area of Morningside Heights. &:s a member of a board of the
Borough Preyrident of Yanhattan khe worked hard to keep Columbia from being allowed
to use 1ts nuclear reactor becsuse it was so close to a "ar'ge pooulation and to this
day Giolumbia has never used 11_;._

T first met Anne at Auburn Theological Seminary wrmmxtixwas in upstate “ew
York when she was in my class., T soon discovered that she was a brilliant student
and admired her gifts as a writer when she wrote papers for my course, gifts of which
she made very good use in later years. After a few days in class she was the only
man who came un to me and nrotested because I had done something unfair to the women

in the class. My room was in the mem's dormitory and I had invited the class to come
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one evening to my ronn to discuss theology. It was a time when it was un‘thinkablezﬁr
for women to enter a men's dormitorv. I doubt if she had heard about feminism but
her response to what I had done involved two roots of her later feminksm. One was
a sense of fairness anffi the other was a sense of reality. I had actually treated
women in thgt context as though they did not exist, a comrom practice in the natriarchal
world, She was very much aware o%zzufeéaiﬁ'y of women, of their intelvectual and
goiritual gifts, of the need for equality in the world of women and men, Clare F*..scher'
and Mary Hunt wil® speak about Anne's feminism, There is ome thing said so very often
i of Union Seminery

about her: she was a pioneer. President Donald Shriver/in a beautffu?! letter to
4nne when he first heard of her 117ness seld this: "How many,many peonle remark to me:
‘you know, Anne Bennett is a woman aﬁead of her time." She helved Union and the whole
/churcl{to see how far we had to go Tyﬁ bring women ymwen truly an'd fully into the
human community", One asvect of her feminism differentiatedx her from many others
who share her goals for women. She worked cl}hﬂy in the ecurmenical church. She
always believed that in spite of the pervasiveness of patriarchalism in the Bible,
in traditilc;ni'.l theology, and in church history there are neglected resowces for
women's liberation in the larzely hidden history of women in Bible and Church.

As the president’'s wife at Union she did al? that she could to make our hoi\e
a warm center for both faculty and students., I remember occasions such as lhinksgivingx
when she prepared a di‘.‘r;n:zkw seventy-five students. She mad.c desserts without
number 3¢ many occasions. She had help but one was that she was
much quicker than those who helped her. Letters that I receive remind me of many.
occasions of her hospitality which people still remember,

Anne is now best \mown'for her contribution to the-woman movement but for

several years she gave great attention to problems of internationd peace, especial’y

during the time of ghe Vietnam war., She visted both Saigon and Hanoi,_  She went to

Saigon as the only .wuman on an interfaith team which included Father Robert Drinan,
Bishop Armstrong, Rabbi Seymour Segal, Congressman Conyers and several others,

They went to investigate the conditions of religious freedom and civil 1iberties in
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'South Vietnar, Adnne gave ireat attention to the misershble conditions in which I/v.’/d/“—z
children 1ived in the orisons she was aliowed to insoect. The team.s report was a
grim picture of the treatment of ‘ts peop’e by the government whihh our government
supported. Anne went to Hanoi as a courier to bring back and forth Tetters between
American orisoners of war and their fami'ies, a procedure to which our goévernment
objected. Thousands of letters were exchanged by 4nne and her co'll" eagues, Her visit
to North Vietnam horrifisd her because of the many éiv*.Han communities and institutions
destroyed by American bombs., "itness to this destruction was part of her message
when she came 'home.

One 'episcde in her struggle against american policy in Vietnam reveals Knne;s
way of m With a large grouo she v:lsited a draft board in New York to ask
questions of the bofard. The board refused to see them and so they sat in or near its
headquarters until they were arrested, One of my favor!te plctures of 4nne which was
taken by Union students,who folowed her) showed her somewhat vernlexed surrounded

by many tall helmeted policemen, Incidental’y one of the policeman asked for a cony

of the nicture, After going through the formalities of arrest the group was released
in a few hours, In an interview at the time she said that she was engaged in "civil

obedience? as citizens had a right to have access to draft hoards. The New York Tires

quoted her as saying that she was engaged in "civil disobedience”. She went down to
the offices of the Times and found someone whom she could persuade to & a
correction, which was done, changing the words "civil disohedience" to "ciwil obedience”
The strenzth of her conviction about this distinction, the orecision of her thinking,
and her going @-%-t of her way to obtain the correcﬁon were very chacacteristic of her,
Two months later a judge threw out the case againt her groun, agreeing with her
view of their right to have access to draft botards.

I have beem ‘g’mch moved by the tribute§ that have come to her since the
beginning of her illness, 4 young woman for whom she had preached an ordination

_nremf wrote: "while you always rejoiced in all of us young women going into the

fima
ministry and grapnlir~g with natriarchy, you have been an incredible teacher, pioneer,)

N
guide to us all. A4 younger contemporary who is retired wrote to her: "you have been

n_ %
a role medal=.for me since I first heard of you, your work and your spirit”. 1 was



interested and surorised when the wife of a professor at nion who 4s herself a nrofessor
in another school wrote to me: "Anne's ontsooken ways end activism were a model for me
at a crucha) point when I was s@gg" ing to become myself, 7Tt was wonderful to have ymm
her example and I am grfatefu’ for her courage and strength”, About twn months before
her death Avery Post, President of the United Church of Chrisg, whom we bnth had long
admired,wrote to her: "Every time I read something that you have written from a
feminist perspective, I feel that among all) the women of~ our tiﬁe who are making
tremendous contributions to Christian theo’ogy and .to the church, you are most courageous,
closer to Scrinture, closest $o the existential féminist reality that all of us are
seeking to understand and describe in depth”,
I conclude with another sentence from the citation by Union Seminarys
"we honor you especially for your service to the chureh and the warld in those
decades of your 1ffe when you lifted gt the hearts of woren, 1ike yourself, who

knew that the time of their liberation was at hand, ™




