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ZPWORTH LAKE PARK
THED AI'D HOW
Noy

Walter 2. leler

October 23, 1987

Come 'round my friends
I'11 spin a tale

'Bout a ghostly place
'Long Wilderness Trail.

I remember family outings in the 1920's on which we kids clurg to
our seats as trolley cars pitched and rolled at full speed southward
dorm First Street from Van Dorn. They decelerated abruptly on approach-
ing Zpworth Lake Park at Calvert Street. Then, while they ground
through a turnaround loup, eager passengers filled the isles before the
cars reached the depot. The moment the last foot touched land, conduc-
tors jerked gong cords twice to signal motormen. And the lonely street-

cars would take off to the north and gradually disappear toward Lincoln

in search of another load of jolly friends.




de'd skip and dance a city-block distance south-southeasterly al-
ong Central Avenue to a mall made up of a half dozen buildings. (Food
and other visitor needs were dispensed there.) Then we'd head south-
vard across !clabe Bridge over 3alt Creek to the midway.

The midvay branched off from Central Avenue to the right in an arc
following the northwest shore of Ipworth Lake. It featured an audito-~
rium, a hotel, a post office, a powerhouse, a Jjunior pavilion, a foun-
tain and a dozen or so concession booths for dispensing soft drinks,
ice cream, souvenirs, etc. The midvay was about a city block long.

Central Avenue veered slightly leftward away from the midway. It
made a beeline approach to Epworth Lake. This body of water surely was
a gooseneck in the course of Salt Creek at one time. But in Epworth
Lake Park days the creek snaked around the east end of the oval shaped
lake. It served as the east boundary of the park and part of the south
boundary . And it outlined a "lazy U" shaped strip of land roughly

three hundred feet wide that embraced the north, east and south shores

of the lake.

Centrally located Oxford Island gave the lake a racetrack-like
configuration. Lovers, families and loners paddled rowboats and cances
around it. Other people strolled to-and-fro across Wesley Bridge--the
Central Avenue access to the tree shaded island. And many a good time
was had there: renting boats, picni%ing, bench chitbhating or play-
ground frolicking provided festivity for all who visited the island.

Chautauqua era campers lived in rows of ternts and screened summer

nouses that

Dams 2



STOOD I CHUMMY 20WS LIKE CHAR-
ACTERS I CAPITAL LETTER COPY.

Five hundred and sixty street numbered plots were divided aﬁong
four separate coripcunds. One was associated with the mall north of
Salt Creek. One was located north of the lake and one south of it on
the M"lazy U" strip of land. And the fourth was sandviched betireen the
midray and a long narrow automobile parking lot that stretched out along
the west boundary of the park.

Autonobiles did not own people in those days. 1In fact, a person
could stand at 23rd and "O" Street for fifteen minutes and not see one
go by. And space for only a few over 500 of them at Hpworth Lake Park
was adequate...even though 5000 visitors reportedly gathered there at
times. The main entrance was dominated by the streetcar depot. And
automnobiles were obliged to use the Team Gate located about LOO!' west
of First Street--just west of the Salt Creek bridge on Calvert Street.
This gate was named in the late 1890's during the horse and buggy days.

A men's dormatory known as Epworth Hall and a YMCA camp occupied
a nitch between the south and the west camp grounds. The camp shared
the west half of the south boundary of the park with the ends of the
west canp ground and automobile parking area. Salt Creek came directly
north to the boundary midpoint then turned abruptly eastward to become
the other half of it. The sharp curve in the creek marked the east line
of the YMCA camp and provided a spot where young men could fish.

¥ine hand pumped wells and three pairs of outdoor privies complete

the list of utilities that served visitors at the park.
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Several year-around hones were constructed late in Zpworth Lake
Park history. ZPeople lived in then into the 1940's after the park
ceased being an assembly place. And a few of those cottages can nov
pe found along First Street north of Pioneer 3oulevard. They vere re-
located because of flooding problemns.

It has been mistakenly reportec that Epworth lake was erased when
a dam was dynamited. In truth, a 12' long, L' high and 2' thick con-
crete penstock which controlled the level of the lake is still in place.
It is in a shallow drainway at the east end of the lake bed. A wooden
gate for impounding water no longer is kept in grooves provided for
holding one in the penstock.

The dynamited dam was on Salt Creek a half mile north of Epworth
lake Park. It held water in the creek channel for a Burlingten Rail-
road punping station. The station was located a bit south of Van Dorn
on the west side of First Street . Tet water which was backed up in the
zully through Epworth Lake Park made Salt Creek more interesting tc vis-
itors. lany a paotograph was taken of people crossing McCabe Bridge on
their way to the midway area.

Anyone wishing to see physical evidence of things I have told might

rive the half mile south from Van Dorn on First Street. There an unus-
ual dbrick and stucco gate will be found. Leave your car in a parking
lot provided east of the gate.

Txamine this main entranceway to Epworth Iake Park. It has

been beautifully restored as a monunent for helping poster-

ity find the historic spot.
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The gzate was bﬁilt during nid-park history. Streetcar service
had ended. And a small autonobils parking lot adjacernt to the turn-
around had been enlargec to acconodate all visitor autoncbiles.

A well maintained trail--integrant of ‘Jilderness Parx--begins at
tha gate, It heads scuth-southeasterly along what was once Central
Avenue., ZProcesding beyond vhat ras the north campground it passes
through what was the mall. Then it crosses a modern version of McCabe
Bridge over what used to be the Salt Creek channel that contained im-
pounded ~ater.

The north abutment of the original bridge has tumbled into

the dry creek bed. But the south one is being used for

the present bridge.

Trodding on sacred ground where thousands upon thousands of ZEp-
worth Lake Park visitors once walked, the trail leads sightseers past
the location of the auditorium on the right where William Jennings Bry-
an and 3illy Sunday once spoke; and on the left the central campground
wvhere a forest of tents once stood seemingly as thick as the wild growth
that now inhabits the park.

Svidence of the auditorium can be found by walking 110!

westward down a side loup trail. It leads to the right

directly off the south end of lcCabe Bridge. Search in

the wild growth 35' to the left for a pair of concrete

frustuns. And L5' further in and to the right for an-

other one. It is at the foot of a scrub ocak bush. The

frustums were foundations for 8"x8" posts that supported
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the roof of the open air auditoriun.

Tiptoeing forward on the main trail down Central Avenue, the path
sson dips into the north bed of Ipworth IaZke.

Tnagine yourself in a rowboat laooking up at r=zople on

desley Bridge watching you float by underneain.

Jnile crossing Oxford Island, watch for a pils of rubble on the
left near the south shore. This rubble was once & fireplace in a log
cabin where nany a wiener was roasted over live ccals on its hearth.

The trail dips again where Epworth Bridge once kept feet dry as
people crossed the south channel of the lake to reach the south camp-
ground. And a bit further down the trail a rustic bench straddles the
path. It is the only barrier between travelers ard a vertical drop in-
to the present Salt Creek canyon.

Sit a bit and enjoy the spectacular view. The curve in

Salt Creek on the right is where Y!CA men fisaed in Ep-

worth Lake Park days. But the drainway was Zsss than 100!

wide and not more than 15' deep at that tine.

On the trail again, follow the path eastward alcong Taylor Avenue.
Then turn northward on Herben Avenue skirting the =ast end of the lake.
A watchful eye will help locate its shallow drain Ilume.

A bold heart might encourage a sightseer to slash through

weeds and brush 80! to the left. The penstock which once

held water in the lake should be found there.

Continuing northward on the trail, trekkers rass through the east

end of the central campground on Embury Avenue. 2ind along the way,
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the romance of the occasion is sure to be broken by a short side tri;
out on a unique arched wooden bridge over Salt Creek. Une will peer
with awe into the depth of the artless chasm. And back on the tfail

it vill not be possible to return to the excitement of adventure. How-
ever, this should provide an opportunity to place time into proper pros-
pect. hile walking along the north vank of a shallow dry nollow that
used to be the bed of Salt Creek, the past can be compared with the pre-
sent way of draining a watershed basin. But your reflections soon will
be shattered by the surprise of arriving vack at the parking area where
the journey began.

Exployers on this 1%z mile adventure might want to take along an Ep-
worth Lake Park map #170922 which can be ordered from the Lancaster
County Engineering Department. Allow a couple of days for its produc-
tion. Contact Rick Shaffer or Ken Sherwood. And when picking up the
nap try to get Hen to talk about the park grounds. He grew up in the
neighborhood and was helpful to me in pinning down factual information
about it.

Visitors concérned about the environment might take a bag along

and pick up some of the beer containers that clutter the park.

Walter R. Meier
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EPWORTH LAXE PARK

Lot €5, caster Couut
Lots 38, 5,564 89 F%?Qe?fer of Pards
SWI/4 SEC2 TIN RGE  24.05 Acres

SE /¢ SEC3 TIN RLE 8.3 Acres
22.36 Acres

Assignmen't Book M Fage 443  Jan, 19,1908

Nebr, Conf. Epworth League < Charles T. Boggs <§’A.W4 Frelds

Deeds Pook /22 Pxge 329 October (2, 1504 |
Nebr, Cand. E,owof‘ﬂn Learouee—- Chariys T, 730335 %A‘W‘ Frields

(The /aro/oervzﬁ was Furo[mseé with The financial help of 7he
Ne bras ka eslegan Univers, - _ . =
(A laor‘h‘ovt ca]f 7‘1436 7‘ra;c/< was?gdeedeé aver 7‘9 7%_6 L/nc?/V/ }?ESES
T Aem Co )Cor- Yl e ir Yicrvi- awrowad /Ou/a fa,wr SHreelcars. 1’&73<
A 7u4‘1L deed )Cor Zhis /avxé) r"éfurm:h\_f awnerﬁA//o > 7he Mfé"- 5 7%
Com £, Epworth Leaivce was neﬁoﬁ.}\fzé ov Mag 3,1?30"D€€JS
Beok 285 Paﬂe /03>

The proloe.r-fy was I’eﬁ(f"’fed ko the Frelds ﬁ,m;//j’ With &
c/u/‘f' deed:

Deeds Bock 285 Page /0Z Moy 3,1730

Allen Fields < Nedr- E/c_u/orH‘uLe«Sue
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Ken Sherwood (Cauw ‘ce
2ol . Rokeb ,ZOQA 2/)/1[ >
tol/d Me”Armeg /8 /c0rm owmned
the Joa ‘cabry ou the ss/lawd
Of. /— o rTh /va.kQ Park )CO'»
SOnng 7L/W/< after The /9@//<
Closed. He rented ;+
weekeud stuys w%@//owc‘cf
mMe  fo 57%:5 ‘?izye/e free of

C har <, Idoe 1o /(woou /)OLL)
to reach hivvi ow-a — dxa
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L 1898 /m 1903 wo Jomgev £S kzyz UAS€+

£ 2 4 g itwee®
Engorres (¢ Oue caw see T bric an

- Loe :’Sxemwawce ot LsF 4ud Calver?

A5, 2 g_!wn‘aa resmpmant © / ts Q/Q(.T"Y‘IQ
\bﬁ o A
\'5\;’1 Lts LL)LHCL\ whie 0!4(‘_6 Shi1m—~

WelemSred a the fwx/éln‘ s e//m&
6:& our F¥he nave 0; b ot e/Uar-/( 7
o"( , ’

?q Dax Merer Coppred ow avtiele

at 7L/‘Q /”71737‘z>f1g_a,l -5'06167“7 uJ/7"Aou7‘

Mar Ko wWheve +F Conime f/OM
The f///é /5 "Kre.«f Cop Meoe Fru

of L/az,ua/fA Par Setveral er "5

G G wwr it ;Llcwever Sonte /r
/D/J%\,eé Ctjll'n /896, +he Ne (rwu;k&

(I’f was de FErmined e gstablis i EP‘“"*

~ ok

jE worth Park

zP::trt of series

" The history of Lincoln continues
wnhaclose-uponWildear&
\Whlch includes the former Epworth
Park'l‘bedtyofmeolnsszenln
3fomat|m Center and Community .
ldncoln Video, support group-for citi- ~'
.3 zensusing the cable access channels,
Twmmnfﬁ!vibOtapeMyof o
EpworthParkatthmean'txm (J

\Q Next Sunday, 7 o.m.; Jon. 18, 10 p.m.; l(
Jon. 19, S p.m.; Jon. 20, 7 p.m.; Jon. 21, a ~
Nopam; Jon. 22, 9p.m.; Jon. 23, 4p.m. Yp.m.

U Pew Lincolnites remember when ©
othe area was a great amusement .
(Electric Park) or when as Ep- |
Yworth Park it hosted the largest as- o
semblies of people in the West. Hun-
Wmmmmm \
mdndedapavnnnseanngupm\
l"'«!,l)llipeop!e'I‘woshowsanightv.vere
needed to entertain 8000 people with .
such distinguished speakers as Billy
" Stunday, William Jennings Bryan and
Carrie Nation."A large lake (mow
sone);xavﬁedaha-recreanonm
~the earty part-of the century
'I‘ltstmyi:toklbyﬂmry?ﬂben
andArdellEmdor(am!ﬁhamd on
recollections by Clayboufse Waggon-
-er, . Vesta . McKimey ~ ;nd ‘many
: others. : =3
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S+, 6n The €ast aud abouT'
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H.c. Holt,
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Corvé&y o /ST awd Vau Do

be_-{-wgev( /St St and Salf G
and (#his Ccf"@-f) LS 5
nam(eé “Flec ¢ Park.

Lo ter, L(MdCr’ 7‘/16 OW%LVSLu

dA-MS.A

of the CREQ (who

fifg creek on '/'L\G .501.174‘»
Do r+t

;‘jf o§ pl/;: erz"’“ o

Jo cowo 11 s ("):
;ec«.seé +- Ttv.e BcﬂScca
for Cawf Minus

Lake meo/" ;Elu

N M) p‘:frks <ré scrambled o 3 «T:L



An 1888 Lincoln map shows existing and proposed divisions of the city, original stream courses and
larger wetlands. Most wetlands have been filled and streams channelized. Stream courses and
standing water today are shown in blue. Several principal streets and highways are indicated in red.
Salt incrustations, opposite, form on seasonally dry wetlands as saline water evaporates.
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By David Swartzlander

Journal Writer

E‘ ake a walk through Wilderness Park and perhaps
you can still hear the echo of famous voices in the
Teeze,

Gaze at the lake at Capitol Beach and you can

imost hear the screams of the kids, blown to you on an
geless wind, on the roller coaster as it careens
ywnhill, S

and Capitol Beach parks — once the

tertainment and resort centers of Lincoln, drawing
ousands of people — are long gone now, washed out
“{loods and driven out by the automobile,

But look closely. The telltale signs of their existence
il are there.

Enter Wilderness Park at First and Van Dorn

‘eets and you'll walk on old Epworth Park, the sylvan
5t of thousands of Methodists for more than 40 years.

n't believe it? Look at the ground. They're there, you

rrom

tol Beach, Epworth Lake

SAT AUG 11987 |

just have to search through the weeds to find the
foundations of scores of park buildings, Epworth’s lake
is gone, but you can still stumble upon the pilings of
bridges that crossed the water in one of the nation’s
most popular summer gathering places. Lincoln
historian James McKee conducts a tour each spring to
show disbelievers,

I n fac@_»_vgﬂlja;x_anc%axz;oted as the largest
gathering place of people in North America, at one
time even exceeding the original Chautauqua at Lake
Chautauqua, N.Y., McKee said.

Visitors came from Nebraska and neighboring states
to hear William Jennings Bryan, Vice President
Charles W. Fairbanks, Sen. Robert M. LaFolletie of
Wisconsin, Booker T, Washington, Billy Sunday and
various other senators and dignitaries.

Epworth Park opened in 1897. It was capable of
accommodating more than 2,000 campers and had a

SAT AUG 11981y

lemnories of old parks linger

lake with an island large egough for a picnic and
playground area, a boys' dormitory with a capacity of
60, a summer hotel with accommodations for 150
guests, four restaurants, a grocery and a bakery. The
40-acre park first was mean{ for religious camp
meetings but evolved into a site for Chautauquas. At
the height of its popularity, about 8,000 season tickets
were sold and two productions an evening were
needed. The park’s Great Hall held more than 5,000
spectators for lectures or concerts.
M ethodist families made it a practice to spend
their vacations at Epworth.

It had all the frills of an up-to-date summer
gathering place, including a nursery to allow mothers
to attend services without worrying abouit their small
children falling in the lake.

The lake was an idyllic spot, and would have been

See OLD PARKS on page 4

-~ C

page 1

Old parks

perfect this summer for cooling off. In fact, it once was
called an “ideal place for inquisitive children {o fall in; it was
a passable body of waler for canoeing; (and) it was a
concert hall for the most raucous choir of bullfrogs in the

UE
Amusement was allowed, but evangelism was stressed,

unique among assemblies of its time. That note of rehgious
fervor brought huge crowds from the surrounding territory.
Billy Sunday drew rousing, record crowds both times he
spoke there. Carrie Nation, the barroom smasher from
Kansas, brought her anti-liquor campaign there.
t the same time, a more commercial resort was
cropping up a few miles to the north.
In the 1890s, it was called Burlington Beach because it was

\\)“' ‘(A L ' 1\»

/ \

built on land of the Burlington Railroad. Its mineral waters
drew people who felt they could benefit from the “medicinal”
properties of the water.

Steamboat rides on the Queen of the Blue carried 50
people on the lake. The pleasure resort, which once drew
150,000 people in a summer, was the scene of a presidential’
campaign speech by Wiliam McKinley in 1896.

The beach arose out of the failure to mine salt from
underground springs. In 1908, the name was changed to
Capitol Beach Park and it became Lincoln’s Coney Island.
Carnival rides, a saltwater swimming pool, a park area and a
ballroom were the main attractions.

A magnificent wooden roller coaster dominated the park

in the 1930s. Electric bumper cars clattered. Squeals from

the Fun House pierced the air. Neon lights brightened the

night sky. :
ow, the Capitol Beach housing development stands
there. The amusement park was closed in 1962.

It and Epworth Park succumbed to much the same
problem — progress.

The radio put an end to Epworth Park. Chautauquas no
longer drew inland dwellers who could turn a knob or press a
button and listen daily to what they went miles once a year
to enjoy. Crowds dwindled. Debts dogged the management.
Finally, a flood wiped out Epworth Park in 1942. High water
lashed at the buildings. The 90 cabins that supplied lodging
were damaged. The grounds were covered with silt. The

auditorium was sold for lumber for a defense installation.

At Capitol Beach, it was the car, not the radio, that sank
the amusement park. With the car, came freedom to travel
farther for entertainment. Cars made it possible to go to
Omaha’s Peony Park, which was a more professional
amiusement park, or to other more distant attractions —
even Disneyland.

Television came along, too, and families walched it rather
than spend a night at the amusemert park, McKee said.

In 1962, the S.E. Copple family bought the land Lo build a
residential development.

The Fun House, the skating rink and all the rides came
tumbling down, lost forever. But the memories for many
Lincolnites remain.
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By GEORGE FISHER.
PWORTH PARK may be
sold.

Nebraska's annual Meth-
odist conference voled per-
mission ‘o Epworth board of
conirol a week ago Saturday
to dispose of it.

The sylvan spot southwest
of Lincoln, mecca of thou-

- sands of Methodists with their
families for more than forty
years, has no further place in
the present program of the
church that sponsored it.

The annual assembly  of
Nebraska conference Ep-
worth league grew lo be lor a
time second only to one or
two summer gathering places
in the whole United States.
Place on its platform wee
coveted by renowned spea.’
ers and artists of this and
other nations. Presidents, gen-
erals, prelaies, senators, great
evangelists brought messages

from the oulside world to
great ‘crowds in ils qudi-
torium.

But conditions changed. Glor-
ified chautauquas no longer drew
inland dwellers who could turn
a knob or press a button and lis-
ten almost daily to whatl they
once wenl miles once a year to
i Feoyiljos ! Sreeent, ot

¥
!

l

plague officers with' the park on
their hands®, Buty there is no
morigage. The board of conlrol
is thankful foijth

'[‘rellnclul(ms\ rowds

Egworth assembly in itg/hey-
a4 going concern fox;.f?&vhose

sessions six tg eight
1d annual tickéls were
d permanenﬁ" improve-
alued one t}me at $35,~
000. In 4931 friengs of the as-
sembly r'gised $¥€§OO more to
clear it fr d caused by the
depression. ¥

The assembly supplied in-
struction, amusement and evan-
gelism for a great throng of
supporters, It was unigue among
assemblies of its time in stress-
ing evangelism. That note of

religious fervor Dbrought huge
crowds {rom the surrounding
territory.

Evangelism may save it yet
from being sold into hands that

“\Q\\\\\'\\\\‘\\\\'\
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would make the only remaining
park property adjacent to Lin-
coln an ordinary recreation spot,
some say a desecration,
- Through efforts of old time
assembly sponsors the Nebraska
conference specified in granting
permission for the sale that the
board of control give preference
in a buyer to a religious body.
These sponsors admit the pic-
ture now is gloomy but they say
Methodism  thrives on gloom.
Given a debt, and Methodism at
once springs to lile. Given a
problem to solve and Methodism
solves it.

Glories Not Busied
So they insist that all the
glories of Epworth assembly are
not going to be buried because
right now it presents a problem.
“I could go out right now
and obtain $10 subscriptions
{from more than enough {riends
of the assembly lo put the park
in condition as an outdoor meet-
ing place for small church as-
semblies,” said W. Edgar Gates,
for seven years assembly presi-
dent and one ,who helped res-
cue it from debt when de-
pression almost had it down.
“There are scveral such groups
in the state. I would favor of-
fering it first to the Methodist
cily union of ‘churches. The Ep~
weorth institute, which kept the

is becoming a living influence in
church growth. It might well

help build up Epworth park
again.

“Then other church groups
might like an outdoor camp

ground. The Baptist &hurch re-
cently bought a location at Ful-
lerton. The' Evangelical church
has a fine instaliation at Mil-
ford. The Seventh Day Ad-
ventists are using their junior
college grounds at Shelton.
They might like a more com-
modious spot. Similar use is
being made of Horky’s park at
Crete by another denomination.

“The war has taken nur young
men but there is need of these
outdoor meelings for those of us
who are here and the young
generation coming on. The Ep-
worth institute grew as the
older assembly faded. Right
now it has an opportunity to
carry on.

“This isn't a commercial prop;

- agsembly -alive In ifs lash years.|..

osition with me, though I do be-
lieve restoration of Epworth
park would pay its way proc-
tically from the start. I favor
the move as affording an op-
portunity for Christian work
among thc young people of our
vicinity. :
Situation Not tmpossibie
“The situation is nol impos-
sible. Epworth park is not out
of commussion, It has notl been
damaged so much that a couple
of thousand dollars would not
put it in shape for a gmall group
meeting. !
“Government eugincers tolg us
that the flood of 1942 which
was the only real mundation the
park ever had was caused by a
14-inch ram to the south of us.
No other such rainfall there
has ever been recorded. It
carried silt over the grounds,
it is true, but this put the
grounds in wonderful shape for
a new stand of grass. The lrees
have not been damaged. The
lake could be brought to life
again at small expense. A small
auditorium would not be an im-
possibility. [
“Epworth park lies just south
of Boy Scout park which has
becen  wonderfully improved
with a fence costing $5,000 and
good buildings. Salt Creek runs
through both parks. Sanitary

district imptovemgnts ,are. not
likely to atfect either park.
The presen{ project stops at
Van Dorn street. Even if i’

should extend through Epwo'r'rb'l_

park, it would be on the edge
not materially aflecting the
grounds. _
“The grounds contain 15 acres
of land suitable for some Llype
of cultivation if sold as farm
land. The remaining 25 acres of
the 40 are rough, suitable only
for amusement purposes. The
park will go for sbme type of
park putpose. To my mind it
should be for the best possible,
purpose.” )
Epworlh assembly's annual G
gatherings grew out of the state ¥
conference meeting held at Ne- |
braska Cily by the league in
1892, Several persons suggestcd
then that such gatherings might
aid work among young peop‘!e
for whom the Epworth leaguc is
most concerned. It s

>

Christinn Endeavor society of{; 5

B o . 2

the «f;

companying photographs reveal.
Adrian Edgar, now field repre-
sentative of Nebraska Wesleyan
university, was dean of the in-
stitute for a time and under his
direction they {flocked to the
meetings and many of them tqok
first steps to becoming active
church members.

This branch of church effort
is being intensively developed
aver the entite country and the
expectlation is that at the e}ld
of the war returning secrvice
men will appreciate the work it
has done for the vounger mem-
bers of their families. )

The past is gone but oufeof i
backers of the old Ep\\{m‘th
assembly hope to salvage ideat
and plans that will in some }vn.))
helo them to solve present diffi-
culties.

Striving Assemblies

Studics made of exisiing as-<
semblies now conducted in the
east revecal that the Presby-
terian sponsored gathering at
Winona Lake, Ind., the Des
Plaines camp near Chicago, and
Lakeside camp near -Cleveland,
the two latter Methodist organi-~
zations, have passed sucqessfully
through financial wotrles and
are now paying their way.

Gatherings of this tybpe,
\though sponsored from altruistic
motives, must pay out. That is
what Epworth found in Lincoln.
Eastern camps have a far greater
population upon which to .dl'gl‘.v
fhan does Nebraska. Existing

conditions afford no assurance

of firm {financial groundwork
after the war. Hence those who
are anxious to preserve ngorth
assembly have moved cautiously.

The local board of control 0::”

which Charles Saal is presice.

voted unanimously to ask per-
mission to sell yet there was an

undercurrent  of feeline that



Ipper left: These youths are typi-
of the groups of Nebraska Meth-
t young people who In past

Trs gathered at Epworth park for
-Iclx'gi.ous and outdoor program.

.Fenier: The enirance to Epworth
k is shown here.

‘!J'pper right: Chapel used by those
2nding Epworth park jissemblies.

Ii.ower left: Bonlire gérvices wera

vays a popular spdffz‘or Epworth

iference aftendants.

_:emer right: Thelauditorium at

worlh park attractgd many-famous

rakers. % &
o s AT O

wower right: Sport ‘detivities were

part of each Epworth conference

pgram. &

Indiana, William Howard
2 Methodist church.

L. O. Jones of Lincoln, was
t president. He guaranteed
t of personal funds the {first
v assemblies then held in Lin-
In park,jnow Boy Scout park.
esidept dones continued at the
ad/offthg Nebraska conference

rworth lpague for 23 years. He
W le fassembly, grow  with
wzingr gpced. It (became eas-

- a tAnd wag excegded only by
» origial cHautagqua at Lake
autaugua, N. Y

Epworth assem was the
st to stress evaiggelistic fea-
‘es, somelhing il
id eastern gro@s handle
th gloves. It brought Bill
nday here twice, also Gyp:
1ith and even had & place gnh
> platform for Carrie Nation,
» barroom smasher {rom Kan-

the lgrgest of #¥s kind west
th Tissigsippp river and

Original incorporators were,
sides President Jones, C. E.
nderson, vice president: El-
st T. Lesh, secrelary; Rev. C.
.Shepherd, auditor; R. W.
1y treasurer: Rev. George M.
tes. father of W. Edgar Gales,
er ils president; and George
bey.
rst Assembly In 1897

The first assembly was held
August, 1897, with a large
5t for ‘an auditorium. Three
ars later the presgnt Epworth
rkk i7as bought from Allen
i e~ C. T Rogps and
:m that time growth acceler-

All the {rills of an up-to-date
mmer  gathering were pro-
{fed. Among these was a kin-
rnook that in this day of war
wld be called a nursery for
sthers who wanted to attend

vices with assurance their
‘ants would not fall in the
<e.

The crowds were so large

1t often two evening programs
e held, o accommodate all.
e enlarsed auditoritun scated
‘00 persons.  Af times 2.000
mpers  occupied tenls  and
rer lodgings. Methodist fam-
»s made it a practice to spend
sir vacationg at Epworth park.
was not unusual to spend
N00 for one season’s program
iich before the time of radio

t the morcy

big auditorium with its open
and Hollywood was real money.
Receipts for the session would”
olten crowd $15,000 which alsoy
was rated high since adinis-
sion prices were nominal.

OCunistandin ggSpczikers

Visitors came; from Nebraska
and neighboring states to hear
William Jennings Bryan, Vice
President Charles W. Fairbanks,
Senator Robert M, LaFollette,
father of the two LaFollette
sons; Booker T. Washington,
Senator Thomas Gore of Okla-
homa, Irvin S. Cobh, Senator
Jonathan P. Dolliver, Senator
Champ Clark, Gov. Frank Hanly

| ~.he Epworth
eral

Taft, Gen. Filzhugh Lee, Capt.

“Richmond Pearson Hobson, and

a whole galaxy of humorists,
scholars and artists. Top notch
o;-era siars like Reinold Werren-
rath and many of the same
eak standing made Lincoln for
assembly. Gen-
Pershing's original army
band that he himself organized

; played at the general’'s home

{

|

town as a slar altraction.

Captain Hobson debated rith
Governor. Irank Hanley of " 'n-
diana on the topic of disarn:a-
ment of {he nations, one year
before World War 1.

Billy Sunday and his sawdust
trail drew record crowds to the

MRS o
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sides that permitted huge crow
to stand as far back as the voicc
would penetrate after all seafs
were filled. That was the day
before loud speakers. Old as-
sembly visitors recall that Sun-
day had little need of amplilica-
tion. Even when hoarse, his
voice carried well.

In those days nothing -ap-
pealed to Methodist heavers like
a rousing cvangelistic talk and
Billy’s intimate talks with the
divine Presence were not re-
sented. .

It was during the laler days
of the assembly that Epworth
institute made its special ap-
peal to young people of the
church and drew great numbers
to the ~therings ns the ac-

riome Froi cemo,” partly be-
ause the bgok is a collection of
little piccesf wrilten over a con-
siderable tine, and designed to
lit  differept mediums. When
Sandburg Pelicves a thing he is
pretty apt o say it, and when it
concerns His America’s struggle
against degth, he says it hot, in
all sorls of ways.

a assembly

kg

But conditions changed. Glor-
ified chautauguas no longer drew
inland dwellers who could turn
a knob or press a button and lis-
ten almost daily to what they
once went iniles once a year to
enjoy. Femilies who traveled
miles by trani or by now out-
out. Crowds dwindled, The
moded vehicles to attend could

come and go in a.day. The
camper and his tent was
out. Crowds dwindled. The
specter of debt turned wy in

1930 nd 19831, kept dogging the
management. A
record flood seemed to cap the
climax damaging assembly in-
stallations.

Flood Ended Conference

For three years now no Ep- .
worth assembly has been held. .
One of its features, the Epworth :

institute, counted on by many
to revive the

1942 flood, the like of

assembly, has:
been transferred to the Nebras-!
ka Wesleyan campus. After the:
which -

had not been known there since
records were kept, discouraged :

directors sold the auditorium te
a wrecking company that used
the lumber for a defense instal-
lation.

Flood water had lashed theE

buildings that remained. Now

a pump house which wused to :

keep romantic Epworth lake full
is left as is a boy’s dormitory
with a capacity of 60, and a

six-room house occupied by the )

park caretaker.

The 90 cabins that once sup-
plied lodging for occasional visi-
tors are gone. Grounds are
covered with silt. Trees that
grew from saplings planted by
the original incorporators carry
high water marks.

And there is a debt. Only
about $2,000 but something to

lastiCloser




B Epworth Lake Park entrance 1§ lenceu shul now (BLiuw)
_but old pictures.show canipers and sergne lake of past.
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* Epworth: Park With

- A Past and a Future

By ROGER ELLIOTT

7 ~A stroll through Epworth
. Park today would not be the
same pleasant experience It
was more than 25 years ago.
In fact a ‘‘stroll” through
" this park, which now
- resemblesa mysterious
foreboding forest, would be
closer to attempling an
African-style safari. It would
also be illegal.

The park, southwest of
Lincoln. near the camp Minas
Kuya for Boy Scouts training
center, was the summer

. ecamp - for thousands .of
Methodists and their families
for more than 40 years. Today
it belongs to Armott Folsom,
long time promoter of the
Children’s Zoo. Because it s

“sarivates,-property, encroach-

buildings. In 1943 Epworth
Park, which had pulled 1n as
high as $15.000 a session, was
officially closed by the
Methodist Conference and
sold.

Although the park today is
just 2 memory with a dried
up lake and a single
delapidated old cabin, its
future - may hold new
usefulness for the people of
Lincoln as a part of the
Wilderness Park area, ac-
cording o Larry Flighter of
the city counly planning
department.

“Epworth Park has been
willed to the county hy its
present owner (Folsom) and
will definitely be a part of the
Wilderness Park system”

However, it is expecied
evenfually to become a part
of Wilderness Park, by action
of Folsom.

~ If you happen to drive by
the entrance, you see the re-
mains of a worn, faded.sign,
hanging over an old, decaying
arched gateway.

" Epworth Park was horn in
1892, when members of an
annual  assembly of the

ference  Epworith  League
decided they wanted to at-
{raet more young people.

Epworth Park, purchased
drom Allen W. D. Field and C.
T. Boggs, grew with amazing
speed, becoming the largest
of its kind west of the
Mississippi and for a time
was exceeded only by the
original assembly at Lake
Chautauqua N.Y.
~ Inits prime, Epworth Park
attracied renowned ariists
and including William Jenn-
ings Bryan, Booker T.
Washington, evangelist Billy
Sunday and prohibitionist
Carrie Nation.

Then came the Depression
of the 30’s and the radio
wireless inventions, making it
both necessary and easy ror
people to stay home., Epworth
Park hegan to wane.

In 1940 Epworth Assembly
was cancelled, and the
Epworth Instilute ‘moved to
Nebraska Wesleyan. The In-
stitute has since gone the way
of the Assembly.

The final chapter to the
park began in 1942 when a
massive flood inundated the
grounds, desiroying most

Nebraska - -¥ethodigt——Con-——=m=

said Flighter.

Flighter, who ifeels urbans

people need areas such as this

to explore and enjoy, said,
““all details of the Wilderness -

Park plan for this area are:
not complete, but it will he g

place where nature and wild-. '

life- will be preserved, and
people can hike, horseback
ride, bicycle, camp, - picnic
and study nature.”
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~camp? -

clippings, T -
. The park was for
—..camp. The- first

£ At one time,

: it w
s kind west as the

of the

_Nation, for _examples.

ty. In 1942, the
by T gtant~ fiood-and - e

~ Methodist Church
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the 40-acre woodland
ty property as part

| park and upon his death
was willed to become cj
of the Wilderness Park scheme.
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By Tom Vint
Outdoor Writer

Wilderness is a state of mind.
To a city youth, it may mean the

rough on the 18th hole of a local |

golf course. To an avid out-
doorsman it may mean the
millions of acres of trail-free
forests in the Rocky Mountain
range.

Lincolnites have a pleasant
median in their own back yard,
but not many people know of its
presence. It is Wilderness Park,
following Salt Creek southward
trom Van Dorn to the Saltillo
Road.

Wilderness Park is not a true
wilderness in the purest sense of
the word. It has improvements
for today, but also memories of
yvesterday.

According to information con-
tained in Elinor L. Brown's
“History of Lancaster County,
Then and Now,"” it is believed

\LDJ—' e | Stas

_Wbét i_s the history of Epworth Park Jocated

Daorn just south of the scont -
e Harrold :

— . ACTION LINE: Epgorth ps
' [ . BEpworth Park i
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years a Methodist summér
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Mississippi.
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Wilderness Park to Remain in Wild State
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the first people to settle in Lan-
caster County selected home
sites along Salt Creek, in or near
the present park grounds.

In the early 1860s, im-
provements were made along
the creek crossing for wagon
trains heading west. A bridge
way huilt. A settlement was es-
tablished. The railroads came in
1870.

Civilization had arrived. In the
1890s, the Epworth League of
the Methodist Church made an
effort to bring “culture and
entertainment” to Lincoln, by
then a thriving little community.

In August 1897, according to
historical reports, the first out-
assembly of the Nebraska
Epwor%eague was held in
3 ark on the banks of
Salt Creek.
In 1903, the Epworth League
struck out on its own. It
purchased 40 acres of land adja-
cent to Lincoln Park. It built a
small lake with an island and
shelter for the lectures.
Success continued as
thousands of people flocked to
Epworth Park to hear the likes
of Billy Sunday, William Jen-
nings Brvan, vice president of

the U.S. Charles W. Fairbanks,
Gen. John J. Pershing’s original
army band, Carrie Nation, Irvin
S. Cobb, Booker T. Washington
angd others.

Camping -grounds were
cleared from the heavily wooded
land. Season tickets were sold,
$1 for adults, 50 cents for

- children and 15 cents for teams.

A combination of the Depres-
sion in the 1930s and the inven-
tion of the radio caused a decline
in the Epworth Park popularity.

Then, in 1942, the worst flood on .

record hit along Salt Creek.

It wiped out the 90 rental
cabins along the creek. It
covered the grounds with silt. It
left water marks and heavy
damage to remaining buildings,
wells, etc. .

In 1943, Epworth Park was
closed and sold. Gone were the
glory days when some of the
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most prominent people in the
country came to this samll
midwestern park. Epworth Park
was forgotten.

In 1970, Epworth owner Ar-
nott R. Folsom died. He willed
the land to the city of Lincoln

with the request of making it a~

part of Wilderness Park. His will
was done.

Wilderness Park is now nearly
1,500 acres of wood land and

small meadows winding along.

Salt Creék.” The Park and
Recreation Department has in-
corporated old Epworth Park
into the program of providing a
natural area close at hand for
Lincolnites to see and enjoy.

Minor improvements have
been and are being made in the
park. Walking and horseback
riding paths have been charted.
Wells for drinking water were
constructed, along with shelters
and picnic table areas.

The old Boy Scout grounds are
now Wilderness Day famn
grounds. Bridges have be
structed across the creek
propriate places alor
walking paths.

The park has been w
city nearly four years. It ¢

ly opened to the public on.

Memorial Day, 1972, as a
primitive area with hopes of it
staying that way.

But man’s influence and dis-
regard has not bypassed the
scenic park. Fences were
required surrounding the park to
keep motor traffic out. People
have dumped trash, grass elip-
pings and all else in the park
and/or creek. Others have taken
target practice at the signs and
facilities throughout the park.

Poaching is also a problem.
Four deer have been found dead
in the park already this year.
Other wild game also must have
felt an equal amount of pressure
from illegal hunting.

Still, the park serves the
general public. Some 700
children use the day camp area
cach summer. More use is fore-
seen.

Modern toilet facilities along
the walking paths and in the pic-
nic areas are planhed. Nearly

Wilderness for Lincoln’s Enjoyment

40.000 native trees have been
planted. New meadow areas
with native grasses are being
plowed and seeded. A new Day
Camp lodge is in the planning.

Talk has even touched on a
possible bicycle path bordering
the park and the old Epworth
Park entrance being restored.
But the park will maintain its
primitive nature.

Wilderness is indeed a frame
of mind. Wilderness Park 1
tame enough for a comfortable
walk. but maintains a touch o
wild serenity and beaut
provided only by Mothe
Nature's carpet of grasses amn
trees. And it's Lincoln’s to enjoy
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