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IcNTRODUCSTION

In the preparation of this paper I have se~
oured my informetion from three sourcest

lw==From the material given in the farm maga-
zines, partioularly as given in the "Nebraska Farmer"
and the "Twentieth Century Farmer”

2--=Fprom the report of the Hebraska Rural Life
Commission,

3~==From personal letters sent to farmers.

In the first part of the paper I shall give a
summery of the causes as suggested by the farm paper art-
{cles and the report of the Rural Life Commission. The
last part will deal with the answerg given by farmers
in reply to the questions gent to them.

P AR T 1

First, our educational system is enticing the
boys and girls away from the farm. Among others this
question was asked by ths Rural Life Commission: "“Are

the schools training boys and girls satisfactorily for the

farm 13ife?" Only 117 answered "yes" while 897 of the

farmers said "no", About half of our school population ‘
\S

are found en the farms. One out of about every two hun-
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dred of the school population graduates rrcnn the high
echool; one in about every six hundred and fifty from
the college, and one in every six thousand five hun-
dred from a four year agricultural course, From the half
of the schoel populsiion furnished by the farm only &
very small per cent return fully equipped for farm work.

That they do not take an agricultural course
and become highly effisient in that line is not the
most deplorable feature. 'I'hey do not returm at all,
Every child that enters the common school, high school or
college is educated to leave the farm. The 1deal to better
their condition, to0 seocure sn easier way of earning a .
living, to attain something higher, 1s constantly helad
before the student. They are already en the farm; anyone
can farmi that is not higher or dbetter.

They ere not tsught how to feed chickens or
calvee or to grow corn or how to do eny other kind ef
farm work, So fer ss the child mind can see, there is no
connection between what he learns and the work of the
farm. To the boy who does not naturelly like the farm
the ideal of "something else" is appealing strongly. The
grievances and drudgery of the ferm geem greater svery
dey. He does not like to milk the cows or de the chores.
He has to stay at home and wark while the town bey plays
base ball end has & good time. He resolves he will leave
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the farm as soon as possible and try“"his luck" somewhere
else, The school has faliled to teach him of ferm beauties
and advantsges. Even for the boy who naturally likes
the farm no encoursgement h&s been received nor practical
lesson learned.,

NMany of the common schools and all of the high
schools, colleges and universities are located in the
towns and cities. The child is teken away from the ru-
ral outdoor life of the farm as soon as he is able to
learn and plzcﬁein the school for development, The
enviromment of the city or town is thrown asbout him,

The real responsibilities of 11fe have never come upon
him; father and mother are supporting him. It is & life
of comperative ease and pleasurs, He falls naturally in-
to the new envigirment, The old envifenment, never fully
comprehended is forgotten; He only recalls the hardships
on the ferm, When his education 18 completed he thinks
of "something higher" and does not return to his rural
home.

Fducation is not expensive in Nebraska, yet
1t is8 the weealthier class of people who send their children
to school, The poorer class cennot send their children
to school beoynd the elghth grede., The Nebraske Farmer
gays "oducational feciliiies in most country communities
are utterly inadequate." ‘Many times children are ir-
regular in attendance while they are going to the country
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school¥. The parents of children who need educsation
most are least able to reslize their children’s need.
The unedueated group nust remain on the farm. Those
able financislly secure an educatieon and seek other
pursuits. Everywhere the farm ret.a;.ns the least
trained when it should have its share of the best
trained because of the complexity and diversity of
farm problems. In many places the ferm is being re-~
populated by e poor and an uneducated class of foreigners.
Ocsssionally young men begin on the farm but fail, be-
cause of inexperience and lack of practical knowledg’eb
and move to town.

Two methods may be suggested to counteract
this movement away frem the farm resulting from mis-ed-
ucation., The first 1s to offer an elesctive course in
agriculiure in the high school and some work salong that
line in the common schools. If a child 1s so inclined
he nay elest this course. In the present system he ean
get riothing along that line, even though he may dealre_
$t, except perhaeps one short course in sgriculture.
Probably a more satisfectory methed, however, would be
that of a rural high school. Let this rural high school
be located in the country and deal with ferm problems.
The town or city high school should be oontinued as at

#Nebraska Farmer Editorisl September 13, 1611.
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preaent. The two would bear the samé relationship to
each other as the State University end the State Agri-
cultural College. One rural high scheol in each town-
ship would probadbly be sufficlent,

The sscond cause for leaving the farm is &
lack of soclal 1ife. There sesms to be a mistaken idea
in the minds of many thst life in the city 1s one con-
tinucus hdliday. Some feel countiry 1life monotonous. But
the man éf the eity who prospere must think and wérk
the seme as any one else must do. But $c it trus that
there 16 & lack of social 11fe upon the farm? Yes,
and inasmuch as we are soclel beings, the soclal instincts
must be gratified. C. F. Curiis, Dean of the lowa Agri-
cultural College, says, "The rwral 1ife problem will not
be solved untll we establish and bulld up better schools,
churches, and rural organizations’. It is a conceded fact
that the country affords no place to go, all entertainments
and social getherings are held in town. The rural folk
must either attend these funetions in town or remain

at home. At one time there were many rural churches /
: ’ '*l‘-l 'Y

but now most of these are abandoned.'\ 43

Then if there was sufficlient social activity
in the country there would always be the cry of "teo

busy". Mr. Linn of Polk county says "if we worked no
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longer than people of the city we would starve to death.”
Hattie Byfield - says, "the excuse is often given $n this
way, we had to,(work hard) the firet years we were mar-

" ried and now we know nothing else’® So people continue
even in old age. The Nebraske Farmer says, "on some
farms there are too many hours per day". 3Wtry is 1t that
fermers ers busisr than eny one else. In reality, part
of 1% 1is onlg: seeming, PFirst, the 1ndiv:l.dua1l$n the city
ceases work at five or six e'slesk and goes home t¢ work
for several hours lenger about home t.lﬁkl. Hie day's work
is really not done, DBut people see him go home at the
earlier hour and they think that he is through work for
the day. Second, everything in the town or city is run
on scheduled time. The trein comes in at a certain hour.
The bank cleses at four o'cleock in the afterncon. The
stores close at ¢ uniform hour. Business 1ife is car-
ried on, on time beceuse business is scoial. Farming is
individual, The farmer hegins and outei work when he
pPleases, |

But whet are the remedies for this situstion?

l--=The development of community life. Every
one young or old should have the opportunity to enjoy
entertaimment in some clean intellectusl way. "

2--~The perfection of the rural delivery mail

T--Tebrepka larmer rditorial ceptember 11, 1007
2--llebraska Farmer article, "Length of Farmers Day,June 2,1807
3-=-Nebraeks Farmer Editoriel April 6, 1907




system so that the farmer msy recelve the news each

day, and the rural telephone system will meke the rural

comnurnities more social. The newspaper'and the tel-

ephone inform the farmer concerning his fer sway end

neer by neighbor. 8
3===Good roads and more sutomoblles will shorten

the dietance to town and other places as well, Thig

}111 also save much time to the farmer,

A third grest reason may be found in the com-
plexity of farm problems. "Farming is com&ng to be a
more complex proposition each year in spite of the wonder-
ful advences made in farm sclence during the past half cen-
tury".# We have reached the period where it takes capital
to farm. Many & young msn cammot buy horses and machinery
which he must have in order to start. He is compelled to
become a day laborer, Naturally he turns tc the clty where
he feels the demand is greater and wages higher.

The farm papers &re full of dlscussions about
the farm labor problem. An editorial 4n thé Nebrasks Far-
mer of Merch, 1911 esys, "Everywhere we go we hear far-
mers talking aebout the diffilculty of getting a good sup=-
ply of help." Remedies offered are:

l-~-Nake fsrm work an all year job.

2-~-Treat farm help bstter.

¥Nebraske rarmer article June 26, 1wl7.




3--=Make provisions for married men\:;ﬁ'rhis
question of farm help is worse nesr the city. "We be-
lieve that the man who honestly inquires into the reason
for the shortage of lsbor on the farms will be forced to
the conclusion that 1t is a question of wages." Based on
investigation made by Minnesots Experimental st.aiion farm
hands receive sixteen or seventeen gents per hour. 'rm;
editorial comment is, "the farmer is paying his labor all
he can afford to pay and in some cases more. The city 1s
outbidding the farﬁer for labor and is getting it right
along, The farmer must get more for his products so that
he may' be able 't.o, pay more for his labor. A good supply
of labor for the farm is d stinctly an economic problem,a
problem of eliminating some of the middle men and of turn-
ing to the farmer a greater portion of the finel selling
price." «
Another editorisl in April.1911,spesks of the
soarcity of mer who will work by the year. They go to
speclal places at spoéial times. Again let us quote the
resolutions of the Nebraska Farm Congress which says that {
"farm labor is now deficlent in both quality end quantity. ()f}p
We favor the betterment of the farm laborer whenever pos: / \j._.,rljﬂc_,, _
gible to a warking interest with the farmer and his par~- \ ’
ticipation in community life.” |
This question was asked by the Rural Life Gom-

¥ Nebraska rFarmer rditorial 'Ferm Lebor, March 26, LOLL
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mission: "Is farm labor satisfactory?” Thirty five per
cent of the farmers answered "yes," sixty five per cent
enswered "no." This question was also asked, "Are con-
ditions upon the farms satisfactory t:o hired help., Eighty
one per cent answered "yes." Nineteen per cent "no."

These answers and quotations are not all in har-
mony a8 to conditions on the farm nor do they coincide
ag to a remedy but are proof of the seriousness of the
farm labor problem. A féw hints may be given as suggestive
of a remedy.

First, the quantity and quality of labor must
be increased; conditions must be so arranged as to draw a
better laboring clcss to the farm. ‘i‘iais csn bb.dono by 3
various methods of perfecting community 11%=, )

Second, the farmer is now paying all he can af-' \9/ ,u

ford to pay, yet the city pays more. The hope is that the JJ« “ -'T'-L _

LA

farmer's profite can be inoreased. There are two waye in (' r\
..I .Lf

which this may be done. The farmer should use more bus-
iness 1ike methods. The Twentieth Century Farmer says "
"the farmer today has no definite plan for a psrmansnt

and business like system of farming."®# If a men in bus-
iness used the same methods as does the average farmer he
would make a bigger failure than the farmer does. Educetion
will assist in this. Farm papers, sgricultural bulletins
and farm institutes will give to the farmer better methods,

#Twentleth Century Farmer Article lebruary 22, 1915
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Another way to increase the farmer's profits
{8 to increase the price which the farmer receives for
his products. Sixtg five per cent of the farmers aﬂ—
swered "no" to this question, "Do the farmers get the
returns they should for their products?”™ Farmers are ocon-
atanily asdvocating co-opersation in business. Probably
the price of the farmer's products will never be increased
until the farmers learn to"stick together! ( a leeson th§
business world has known for years) until farmers unions
are a success,

A fourth reason for the exocdus from the farms
is to be found in the land question. A few editorials
from the Nebraska Farmer will explain this cause, "Nebraska
lends in the eastern part of the state are wvery high priced,
The investment one must meke in buying a Nebrasgka farm is
almost staggering and the load must all be assumed at one
fell stroke. We haven't credit associastions to help young
men-~=-~the young renter who acocunmulates a few thousand dol-
lars strikes for a reglon of cheaper land"sx, -in/kno&her
article They aa;&f“l#nd prices usually outrun prosperity
and take into account all future posaibilities. To the
landless, prosperity puts up the price of land and raises
rent or as hes often been stated, goes to enrich the man
who owns the land. QNo matter what is done iIn the way of
improving conditions in the country, however commendable
¥Nebrasfa rarmercEditorial March 15, 3911
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and deslrable such conditions may be, will not solve the
problem of enabling the lendless men to get a foothold in
the country where he may become an independent producer, "

A third aerticle says "farma?s say 5125 and 5175
land will not pay as great interest as elsewhere 1nvas£eq,
but claim land 1is pro!i:able beceuse of the increase in
price which will come. Then how can & young men without
monez,who myst hope to pay for a farm by working it ever
pay for 1t? His only hope bf securing land is by inher-
itance. Increase of price has increased faster than re-
turne. "2

The thought 1s this. The price is so high a
young man cannot buy for cash because he will not have
that much. He cannot borrow money and buy beceuse the
interest he pays for the money will be above the returns
he will get off of the ferm, He cannot buy on time and
get & roise on the land because the ariginal owner sees
the wave of prosperity and raises the price before it ar-
rives, The present land ovmer is safe snd his heirs are
safe; but the landless man is doomed to continue without
land., Therefore he goes to the city where he can get a

higher wage.

T---Nebraska Farmer orisl 15, 1911
2---Nebraska Farmer Editoriel Angust 16,1911
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P AR T I X

The lsst part of this paper gives the results
of personal inquiry among farmers of this state. Answers
were secured to e list of questions from twenty five
successful farmers. All but four owned their homes and
farm., But few were in debt. They were picked upon be-
cause it was felt they were especially capable of answer-
ing intelligently. A

The following gives the questions asked the
the per cent answering "yes" and "no™ to each question.

l--~Is8 the farm profitable under present con-
aitions? "Yes" 647, "No" 38%. .

8-~-Can (and if so how) the farm bs made more
profitable? "Yes" 967, "No" 4f.

3---Ape the wages of laborers too high in pro-
pertion to the éuality of work done by the ordinary farm
hand? "Yes" 76%, "No" 24%.

4~--W11ll farm produsts inoresse or decrease in
the future? "Yes" 507, "Ne"™ 9.01%, "Doubtful” 40,09%.

§=--~Do you consider farmers are receiving s
Just proportion of wealth? "Yes" 487, "No" 652%.

6~-==Fould you rather live on the farm because
of moral envifcnment? "Yes" 87i%, "No" 12i%.

7--=1f a renter what is the just proportion of
crop the renter should give? Answers vary from 1/3 to

2/5 ‘;m"";éont; 7/ C”V’f’
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Some of the answers given by the fermers to
question number two, "Can( and 4{f so how) the farm be
made more profiteble," are of value to us in this stuﬁ§¢
Farmer number six, Lancaster county, owner of one hundred
sixty acres, says the farm ean be mide more profitable
by "rotation of crops, conservation of moisture and by
retaining snd selling crops on a goed markatf/

Farmer number nineteen, owner of three hundred
twenty aeres in Morrill county, says "by putting more in-
telligence into the businsss, farm profits cen be in-
creased,"”

Farmer number twenty, owning one hundred asixty \
acres in Lancaster county, advises "e slose study of :
erops-~-~efficient system of book keeping---best equipment
for labor,”

Farmer number twenty-two, owner of eighty acres
in Scottsbluff county, says, "farm productiveness may be
increased by farming less and doing it better. ‘

Farmer number twenty-five, posseesor of eighty
acres of Scottsbluff county lend suggests, "the bringing
of consumer and prodiucer closér together."

In arswer to question number three concerning
farm labor, seventy six per cent of the farmers indicated
e feeling of dissatisfaction with the quality of laber.
They d1d not object to the wage paid had they been able
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%o secure a capable man,

It was dissapointing to éiscover that forty
per cent of the prosperous farmers were doubtful as to
the future of farm profits, and nine per sent expreesed
a fear of a decrease in profits. ’l‘he.aenimsnaaa of the
farm problem is more gquickly discerned when we realize
‘that one half of the farmers feel that they are laboring
at a-doubtfull or even a hopeless task,

" Answering the question of moml.envi_ﬁ'o-mant
a number sald they would rather live in the sity because
the country afforded no church privileges.
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Far-

18 yes
19 no
20 yes
21 yes
22 yes

23 yes |

24 no
25 no

TABULATED

RESULTS

OF THE

QUESTIONS

Guestlion number

Rain
or Married

-3 .4 5 6 7 8 County Agresilrr.AgeSingle
estlyestoubtful yes!yeslﬁ/aﬁ !yes Douglas Tleo Rain|45| Single

yes| yes yes yee yes 2/5% | Lancaster Rain| 35| Single
yes yes yes no yes 1l Lancaster 160 Rein 60 Famili
yes yes no yes 1/3% ' Lenocaster 'Rain Family
yes yes Doubtful yes yes 2/5% \yes Dougles 240 Rain 65 Family
yes yes Doubtful no yes 1/3 to 2/5f no| Lanocester 160 Rain 60 Family
yes yes Doubtiful yes yes 2/5% no Lancagter 320 Rain so‘Family
yes no yes no no Saunders 160 Rain 50| Family
yes yes Doubtful no ne no Saunders 80 Rein 50 Famlly
yes yes Doubtful no yes 1/3% yeslorrill 80 Irr, 26 Family
yes yes Doubtful no yes 1/37 yes Lancaster 160 Rain 50 Femily
'yes no yes ‘yes yes yed Lancaster 80 Rain 35 Single
no yes no- no v~ 1/3% yes Scottsblf 320 Irr- 655 Family
'yes yes Doubtful yes yes, no | Morrill 40 1i- 35 Family
/yee no no yes no no Morrill 80 ga- 32 Family
yes no [yes. .Nno yes yes Scottsblf 80 tion 30 Family
'yes yes jes no yes yes Scottsblf 80 Irre 40 Family
‘' yes yes Doubtful no yes yes Butler 160 Rain 45 Family
. yes yes yes yes yes 2/5% yes Morrill: 320 Irr. 40 Family
' yes yes yes yes yes yes Lancaster 160 Rein 40 Family
- yes yes yes yes yes 2/5% yes Saunders 160 Rein 45 Family
' yes no yes |yes yes 1/3 yes Scottsblf 80 Irr. 30 Pamily
‘no ne yes 1/3% Scottsblf Irr, 25 Family
| yes yes yes no yes . yes Scottsblf 160 Irr. 50 Family
yes yes yes no yes 1/3 to 2/Bfyes Scottsblf 160 Irr. 50 Family

Owner
Renter
]Ownar
[Renter
Qwner
IRent.er
Owner
OOwner
Owner
Owner
Owner
. Owmer
Owmner
Owner
‘Owner
‘Owner
Owner
:Owney
Owner
Owner
Owner
Owner
‘Owner
Owner
Renter
Owner
Owner



