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Senate Executive Documents, 31st Congress, 2d Sessionm,
1850-1851, Volume Number 1, Serial Number 587, This
book containa parts number one and two of Document
number one, DPIart number two is report of the Seoretary
of “ar for 1850, and report number 3 of this report of
the Secretary of Wayr is the report of the Quartermaster
General. /

Commencing on paze number 128 of this book
is a report, in the form of a journel, to the Quartermaster
General, of mount:d riflemen to Oregon, from May 18
to Octoer 5, 1849, by Major 0. Cross, quartermaster
United States Army. This report is dated at Philadelphila,
Vay 20, 18560, The first four chapters read as followst

"General; The order which I have here annexed
will show the duty assigned me by you; end in compliance
with it, I took my departure from “ashington oclty, on
the 25th of April, for Fort Leavenworth, Missourl, where
the rifle regiment had been directed to assemble, to
meke such preparationes as a march like the one contemplated
might call for,

I arrived at St, Louis on the 8th of lay,
and finding that the cholera was prevailing to a very
alerming extent, left on the 10th, on board of the
steamer San Francisco, after making a hasty outfit
there. It will not be out of place here to remark,
that the cholera was not only in St. Louils, but has
epread through every town on the Missou¥i river, and in
many instances had razed with great violence on board
of several stemmergjone of which, after losing nearly
thirty pessengers, was entirely abandoned and left
tied to the shore. Ve were, however, more fortunate on
board of our boat, having but one case, which may be
principally atiributed to the untiring efforts of
Captein Keneth, her commander, who spared no pains
to kecep his boet in excellent police, and make his
passengers comfortable,

The troops had just passed up the rlver; and
with so great a number it could hardly be expscted that
they would not be more or less affected by the epidemioc;
I was, therefore, exceedingly anxious to reach Fort
Leavenworth, to ascertain what ef"ect a pure atmosphere
would have in dispelling a disease with which all were
in some degree threatened who travelled t e lfissourl
river, and I was much pleased when I landed, on the
18th 1natant, at that plece, after & passage of nine
days from St. Louls,

It was expected that the regiment would be in
readiness to take the field by the lst of lay, dbut it was
net preparéd to do mo, for several reasons, until the

10th instant. To orzanize properly a trein, end make all
nocessary arrnnvemnnts ineidental to a journey of 2,000




miles, required much more time than 'me at first enticipated.
The off'icers were to make an outfit for a permanency in
Oregon, or at least they were to be separated from the
civilized world for some time, with their families, end it
was by no means an easy task to meke all proper arrange-
ments even for their comfort while on this long march; but
in addition to this, the spring hed not advanced
sufficiently to justify en earlier move,,

On inquiring at the fort, I learned that the
troops wiews ten days in advance of me, which was a very
long start, as my mode of travellingz was the same as
that of the regiment, If I could Have been fortunikte encugh
to have procured a few pack-mles, in place of wagons, it
would have greeatly faciditated my movements, as I could
have travelled much more rapidly; but not being able
to do o, I had no time to lose, and on Sunday, [p.129]
at 2 o'clook peme, I left for Fort Kearny, after a
short stay of twenty=four hours et this place,

Last evening wes very pleasant, and the sun,
in setting, left behind a bright sky, which was in-
dicative of a falr morning; but, contrary to our
expectations, 1t became cold and commenced to rain
during the nisht, which made 1t extremely disapgreeable
for our party, whose only shelter was & co mmon tert;
but as they had to come to it sooner or later, every
one took it quletly and made themselves as confortable
eg thelr means would permit, I!Miany of them were un-
accustomed to a life of this kindy and the scenes
they were about to pass through, as well as the toil
and herdships which they would be required to endure,
wpuld ! e a new lif's to them, of which, in reality,
they khew but very littde,

It had boen threatening to rain all the moridpme,
and continued cold, The sky was becoming overcast by -
heavy clouds that were rising rapidly in the southwest,
and it began to rain very hard before reaching the
base of a hill over which our roed ledg here be begmsn
to realize the lebor and trouble which were in store
for us, The evening was one of the most unpleasant
I had ever eppmbienced. The rain goured down in torrents,
as if the clouds had been rent msunder by the heavy
thunder, which seemed to increase as the vivid lightning
flashed incessantly around us., The whole sky was at
moments wrapt in one dark cencpy, while at others it
presented one glare of lightning, Having reached the
base of the hill, we found it necessary, from the weak
condition of our mules, to attach twelve of them to
one wagon to pull up about 1,200 poinds, and, with ths
assistance of all the hands at the wheels, we succeeded,
after two hours! work, in reaching the top of the hill,
in the midst of the storm, and continued our march, which
brought us to a small stream, about four miles from the
garrison, after sundown, where we made our encampment for
the night,.




It oontinued to rain very hardy end, as
wood was soarce, we had no mesns of kindling a fire,
the party placed themselves under cover as soon &8
possible, without having eaten a thing since morning.
As for myself, I was completely overcome by fatipue,
and much harassed at the gloomy prospects before me.
Every stitch of clothing I hed on was thoroughly
drenched, and in this condition I was teken with a
fever, which lasted several hoursy but during the
night it passed off, and in the morninz I was much
gratified to find myself able to resume my journeys

My outfit was as indifferent a one as ever
left for any station, much less the Rocky mountains.
The mules were poor, unbroken, and by no means cale
culated for such & march as we had to perform. The
drivers were not only sbupid, but totally ignorant of
their duty, as they had never beem employed in this
capecity Pefore, and seemed to have no other object
in view than to reach the gold region with the least
possitle expense or trouble to themselves; they
were, however, the best amogy those left at Leavenworth
by the regiment, and I had no slternative but to take
them, They had been hired at §16 per month, without
the least knowledge of the duty of a teammster, or any
capacity to learnes I hed men of this description with
me in Mexioco, who generally made out to destroy more
public property from gross ignorance than'would have
double the mumber of good téamstersy but, from the
system thet is now observed, it will always be difficult
to remedy the evil. It is a laborious life, alid the
[pe130] sum of $15 per month will never bring into the
service good and effioclent men who are celculated for such
duty; eand it is to be regretted that some plan cannot
be adopted to supply the department with experienced
drivers, who are sc indispensably necessary upon long
marches like the present one, I have been in favor
for some time of enlisting men who ere particularly
qualified for this dutys and I regret that the plan you
have so long recomnended has not yet been adopted,

Hay ] 21, e== The teamsters commenced their labor
at daybreak, the unbroken condition of the mmles was
such that the greater part of the morning was consumed
in bridling and harnessing them, and we were not prepared
until half past elght to commence ocur journeye. '
Whoever has witnessed the scene of preparing
unbroken Mexican mules for the road, will not be at a
lose to imegine the position of one with men who had
hardly ever taken & whip in their hands, and now in
charge of such teams, This, in & word, was our conditiong
end I had withessed enough yesterday to warn me of what
might be realized before arriving et Oregom, or even

Fort Kearny, and the display this morning hed not tended




in the least to lessen my conviction. This was the
beglnning of & long and hazardous Jjourney, filled with
difficulty end labor, Ve were soon to find oupselves on
a desert waste, cut of{ from &ll rescurces except

those we might have with us, end 1t certainly was no
time or place for experimenting,

I sent back this morning for an entire outfity
but the post teams, being considered by far teoc valuable
to be spared for such service, were withheld, probably
because it was thought I was on the same footing with
the balance of the outfit of the regiment. If so, I
could have no cause to complain, Be this as it may,
to this subject I shall again take occesion to refer
before completing this jourmal,

This day may be noted as the cormencement of
our march, The morning, although cloudy, gave every
indication of a pleasant day, which we stood much in
need of, after the cold rain of yesterday evening and
last night, It stlll continued cold today, which
greatly facilitated out traveling. '

The road lay over & prairie, which was skirted
with timber;, and at & o'clock ps me we came to & steep
hill, somewhat difficult to descend, but succeedédy in
reaching the bottom without mach troubles for while some
attended to the mules, others held on to ropes attached
to the wagons, which brought them to the base without
any eccident, The brokem tongues, hounds, and othcr
parts of wagons yhowed plainly the trouble which the
command had met with at this place, As the evening
was drawing to a close, we made cut encampment for the
night on the banks of & small stream which was rumming
at the base of the hill, Here we found plenty of good
water and wood for our use, and fine graszing for the
animals, which they stood greatly in need of, e had
not more time BeBore sumset than would suffice for the
arranging of our meals and meking a few alterations
which were required before leaving in the mornings Our
tents were scercely pitched, and all things properly
prepared for the night, before it began to hail, and
continued until neerly sundown, when it cleared off and
beceme very oold, making a fire quite comfortable.

liay 224 === The morning wes clear, and we
lef't our encampment at 5 o'clocks The road passed over
a rolling prairie, end across soveral small [p,131]
streams, which were well wooded, as 1s generally the
case in this vicinitye Towards the close of the day,
the aountry became very broken, as we were still near
the sreat Missouri valleysy but ouP trall began to
diverge a little, which was soon to carry us from it, -
where the besuties of woodlend scenery were to give place
to an endless prairie country, which strikes one as
belng very beautiful at first sight, but becomes




tiresome beyond any description after the novelty has
worn off, It could hardly be expeoted to be otherwise,
when you see nothing from day to dasy but the broad
cenopy of heaven above, and the t-gl"taer.mwa.rvdl. below,

Yo arrived at Wolf creek at half-past 5
oclock this evening, having made & march of twentye
two miles today. I had thrown eaway nearly all of
the two loads when starting yesterdsy moraning, so
that we had but little more than our trunks to transport,
which could be very easily packed,

The oountry was riot the least interesting
in this day's journey. It was much more broken than
yesterday, which made it very fatiguing to teams That
were entirely unaccustomed to travelling. The weatlr
had moderated through the day, which made the evening
delightfuls. It was the first pleasant weather we had
experienced since the 19th instent, and it appeared to
give new life to the whole pertys we certainly stood
greatly in need of & change. It was also very favorable
for our males, which had suffered much from the cold
roins since starting. The thermomeher at € o'clock
pe me ranged at 70°, and we hed every prospect of a
fine day tomorwow.

Since leaving Fort Leavenworth we hed met with
no one, and our two days' march was very tiresome and
nonotonous, This evening our cemp was visited by a Sec .
Indian, who wes dressed, as 1s customary among that tribe,
with a red blanket and head ornamented with feathers.

He soon presented me & paper which had been
given to him by the sub agent, the purport of which
was to request emigrants passing this way to make these
Indians a small present for the use of their wood, which
they hed complained of having been destroyed by the
emigrents, He also made quite a talk about the grass
which the animels consumed, and appeared to be fully
impressed with the idem that they were entitled to some
compensation for 1t.

We gave him something to eat, and sent him off
very soon after, evidently disappointed and much displeased
et not receiving money, for he had doubtless made up his
nind on having s fine frolic on his next visit to St.
Josepht's and VWestern, places which are frequently vialted
by them for thet purpose, much to the snnoyance of thé
inhsbiteantas,

' It is surprising why those employed with
Indien tribes ere disposed to humor them, as is oftem the
case, with erronecus impressions. Here, for instence,
wes en Indien furnished with & paper to receive a
tribute from all whié passedg and more. than probable,
if he should become displeased by not receiving some




compensation, the tribe were likely to amnoy every one
by stealing horses, or in some other weye. If these
people really desérved compensetion for the wood used,
which was of itself too absurd to think of for a

moment, it was e proper subject to lay before the Indien
departmentsy but, to get rid of them, these papers are
furnished, which ocan have no other tendency than to
amoy trevellers and endenger their praperty.

 May 23, === Vo commenced meking preparations at
halfepast Three [pe132] ofclock this morning, and
started as sotm as it was light enough to see the road,
It was a ocold, mistff morning, and the thermometer was
as low as 48%t sunrise, making a difference of 22°
during the night. The country began to rise, and, with
the exception of the distant wood on the borders of
several smanll streams, and the valley of the !Missouri,
nothing could be seen but & high rolling prairle,

We had been travelling for the last three
days on & trail made partly by the Oregon expedition, but
had not proceeded very far this morning before a new
scene broke suddenly upon our view, ‘e here came
into a road as large as any publlie highway in the Unlted
States, leading from 8t. Joseph's and Western, Large
trains were coming in from all points of the Missourl
river, on trails intersecting this great highway, which .
was to lead them, after endleasa toll and much suffering,
to the gold region, All these trails followed ridges,
which pleced the wagons frequently in such positions
that they secemed to be crossing the prairle in every
dirgotion, and, as their white cvovers were well trimmed,
thﬁnoked at a distmace not unlike vessels on the wide
oc steering for different perts of the globe, For
the first time we passed one or two wagons today thet
had broken down, and also several persons returning,
vwho had already lost their cattle, which they were
ready, of course, Lo attribute to the Indians, and not
to thelr own neglect, The truth was, they had become
discouraged, and were willing to make sy excuse to
return than to continue the Journeys.

In this day?'s march I overtook Captain Granger,
of the rifle regiment, whom I passed, and about six
otclock in the evening made :my encempment on the preirie,
where I found & small stream, which wes entirely destitute
of wood, there being but three solitery trees to be scen.
The day wes very fine, and the distance travelled was
about twenty five miles., At this encempment our horses
found an abundance of grass, The evening was very
pleasant, and the thermomgter, at six o'clock p. me,
stood at 62°, I leerﬁ-'-d*:%q;& the co'mand was not over
seventy mlles in advence of me, They had met with much
difficulty with meny of their teams since leaving
Fort Leavenworth, which had given use the opportunity
of gaining already considerably on them.




Moy 24, === The bugle sounded at three o%clock
this morning, whem all hands were immediately up and soon
prepared for breskfast, At halfepast four otclock we
were ready to commenceé our marck, the thermometer standin g
at 60° The day was extremely fine for travelling, and
we arrived on the Nemahaw at eleven o'clock ae me, where
we made & halt for an hour to rest the teeams, This is a
pretty little stream, ebout sixty feet wide, and ias a
tributery to the Missouri. Vood is to be found in -
abundance on its banksy consisting of oak, hickory,
walnut, ash, elm, end cottonwood, I judged the soil to
be good from its dark appearance, and no doubt would be
productive, Ve contimed our Journey some distance
further, leaving many emigrants at this stream &nd the
several water~holes in the vicinity of the road, as the
cholera had prevented many of them from travelling,

One or twe families, whom I overtook at the
Nemahaw, passed us at Fort Kearmy, and by pood management
were able wbtkeep with the command, which gemerally
travelled faster then the body of emigrants,

The cholera now began to make its anpearance
along thils route, and the number who had died with it was
suffiolent evidence that the emizrants were suffering [p.133]
greatly from its effects. They were truly to be pitied,
as no ald in any way could be afforded themp on the
contrary, they were often compelled to travel when it was
almost death to them to be moved.

The country along here is high, end in feir
weather very dry, and nothing to aggravate the dlssase,
as the atmosphere was as pure as the mountain air, and not
the least decompositlon of veretable matter to ergender it.
5t11l1l the cholera continued to prevail smong the emigraking
parties, end, with every care they resorted to, it
remained among them until they crossed the North Platte,
in the month of July, end in many instances raged with
such violence &s to oarry off nearly whole parties.

I arrived this evening on a small stream,
such as are frequently found amoung the hills near the
Missouri, There were meny emigrating femilies here, who
were necessarily compelled to stop in consequence of the
prevailing epidemic, The evening was cloudy, and it
began to rain very hard soon after ocur tents were
pltched, The rainy season had now cormenced, which we
would be ocompelled to endure until our daily marches
carried us to a section of country where rain seldem
falls during the swmer, which is generally the case
with that sectlon of country found hetween North Platte,
the Sweet Water, and Snske river, On the prairie
betwecen Forts Leavenworth and Kearny, it commences as
early as May, and seldom stops until the latter part of
June,
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% 254 === The rain fell in torrents through
the night, was eccompanied by sharp lightening and
heavy thunders The bottoms of our tents were partly
under water, pearticulaply those that were not protected
by an embankment, which should always be made, whether
the evening is clear or cloudy, as little calculation
is to be made upon the weather during the ralny season
in this ocountry. ‘

When the ¢all was sounded at four o'clock this
morning one of my teamsters vme absents Thls man, finding
that he kmew nothing of his duty, and having exhausted the
patience of all who endeavored to teach him, thought it
the safest plan to relinquish his situation as teamster
to the Oregon expedition, and had run off during the night,
leaving us, the wagons, and but one teamster, to get
on the most convenient way that could be devised by
the party. The corporal of the escort scoured the
country, without being successful in finding him. Ve
afterwards learned thet he had returned to Fort Leavens
worth, satisfied, no doubt, thet he was not destined
to reach the gold region in the cepacity of teamster,
and would weit for a more favorable opportunity.

The morning was very unpleasant, The thermometer
et five otolock stood at 52§ it, however, cleared off
towards the middle of the day, after a drizzling rain
all the morning, eand the remainder .of the dey was
extremely pleasant.

During the day I met Hwo wagons returning to th e
Missouri, These people were already discouraged, end thought
it more adviasable to returm than to attempt a journey of
two thousand miles, end run the risk of never reaching
their place of destination, 1‘anmy of them had started
very unprepered, while others were entirely umacquainted
wlth a prairie life, and little calculated to accomplish
a journey fraught with so many obstecles as this certainly
is,

This dey's march carried us over a high prairie,
very much like that [pe134] we had already travelled over,
and brought us within five miles of & stream called
the Big Vermilion.

I'Jf% 264 === It was ocold and reiny this morning,
whioh prevented us from leaving as early as usuale ¥We left
our encempment at half-vast seven, and soon came to the
banks of the Vermilion, & stream which is about one
hundred fee¥ wide, quits rapid, and berely fordeble at

this time, From this point the road commenced to ascend
gradually; the ground was firm, end the wagons were able
to move rapidly through the day. The country was not so
rolling es heretofore, but presented rather a series
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of plains, rising one above another,

This day's march brought me to a stream,
having on its benks cottomvood and scrub osk in small
quantities, The soll bore much the appeerance of that
on the streems we had already passed,

From the zreat exposure which the party
had been subjected to, & teamster was teken with the
pleurisy, while one of the eacort was seiged with the
cholers, ™aving no medical aid along, our situation was
certainly a very unpleasant one. 'e, however, administer=-
ed to them such medicine as we had with us, and rendered
them all the assistance in our powerjy but, being
compelled to continue our march, 1t was impossible to
make them the least comforteble.

It wonld be useless to attempt to enumerate
the deaths that occurred among the emigranta., The
graves along the road too plainly told us that the
cholera was prevelling to en alarming extent, At
this point we were one hundred end thirtyeeight miles
from Fort Leavenworth, end one hundred and seventy-two
miles from Fort Kearny, entirely cut off from all
assistance or the least possible means of getting any
relief, It was out of the question %o lie by; for,
being in the rear, we were compelled to move rapldly on
to overtake the comaand, It was & serious subject to
think of, and I know of no danger that I would not
sooner be exposed to than egain suffer the uneasiness
of mind which I experienced at this time; for we ot only
full proof of the prevalence of thls dreadful scourge
along the road, but were actually carrying it with us in
our wegons,

If I were to enumerate all the sufferings of

the emigrants, and snter into a minute description
of our critical situation, it would take more time
and spape than would be proper for me to devote to this
subjecty but I feel that it 1s necessary to touch
upon it, so a8 to give the depertment some idea of the
peculiar position in which we were placed, and the ‘
greant risk every one ran who travelled this routes for
when we arcse in the morning it was a question among
us &s to who might fall & victim to it before another
sun,

e met at our encampment thig evening two mem
who were returning to their homes in Tennessee, having
heerd of the death of somé of thelr relatives, which
required them to retrace their steps. This presented a
favorable ooportunity to ue to send letters back to our
friends, who, hesring of the existence of the cholera
along our route, would doubtless feel great solicitude
for us, and be much relieved on hearing of our safety
thues farc
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The distance passed over today was ebout thirty
milessy having a good road, and travelling quite late in
the evening enabled us to make & very long marchg but
i1t was somewhet nemessary, as water to=day was scarce upon
the route. I hired an emigrent last evening to ékive one ( P,;ssj
of my vapgons as far as Fort Kearney, in place of the
teamster who had so unceremoniously degerted us, and
I found hin & very efficient man, who earneg well his
dollar e day, which I was comp#lled to give him while
in my employment,.

May 27, === The bugle this morning called
us up at ha;;: past four o'elock, and, after the uaual
preperations for breekfast having been made, we were
ready at half=past five to resume our marche The morming
was olear and bracinge The thermometer, at six a, m.,
was as low as 54°,

The road lay over a flat pralris all day, which
waa very muddy and difficult to pass in bad weather., e
overtook at least one hundred wagons, end met one man and
his famlily returning to the states. iany of these people
were from Illinols, who had crossed the Mississippi at
Palmyra and struck the Liissourl at St., Josephts and
Westerns Those destined for Sarita Fe generally stopped
at Independence end Liberty, which are below the mouth
of the Keangas rilver,

Ve crossed todey two streams, one about ninety
feet wide, that inpainy weather would be difficult to pass,
but at this time the water was lying in holes and very
indifferent to drink,

Our tesms were kept back by the number of trains
we overtock today, and dld not reach our encamping
zround on the Blg Sandy until nearly the close of the
evening, ¢ found & large number of emigrants on this
stream, who wore to be seen in every direction, above and
below the orossing. A great number were also passed at
the several water holes alone the road, end, it being the
Sabbath, nmany of them had stopped to reste=-= some, no doubt,
from religious scruples, while others belisved it indispen=
sably necessary to lie by one day in seven for the purvose
of resting their animals. ‘It is & very good plan, and
ghould be resorted to whenever time will permit,

Towards the ¢lose of the evening very little
was heard but the orackldpgof whips, and a general talking
anong the partles coming in as to where their encampments
were to he made, and whether grass and water ocould be
found contiguous to each otherj for they relished but
little the idea of driving their cattle any distance from
canmp, where they would be compelled to guaerd them during
the night,

Dr. Browne, of St. Louls, was kind enough to visit
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the sick this evening and prescribe for them, but
pronounced one of thelr cases to be a very hopeless onej;
he rendered them every assistance in his power, end
viaited them again in the morning before our departure.

Since leaving Fort Leavenworth I hed seen no
game of any importance, although this 1s e region where
desr and buffaelo are generally found in the greatest
ebundance. At this geason heardis of huffalo are always
soen on the Little Blue, a stream which we were fast )
approachingg but the immense emigration that had alresdy
gone on would no doubt drive them from the vieinity of
the road and cnuse them to become very wilde The few
deer I had met with thus far were extremely shy, and
showed the effeot the emigration had produced already
in passinz this spring.

The distance travelled todey was about twenty
miles, and the grazing at our encampment was very good, _
as I had generally found it since leaving Fort Leasvenworth,

¥ 28¢ === Viood being very scarce on the Big
Sendy, we not succeed in petling our breekfast before
a late hour, although it consisted, as [p=136] usual, of
nothing more than fried hem, stele tread, and bad coffees
it was, therefore, after six ofclock before we comenced
our march, -

The land on the Blg Sendy i of a light soil
and poor, The wood on this stream 1s very socarce,
coneisting prineipally of cottonwood.

The road today led over & prairie somewhat
level, though much better than that of yesterday. It
brought us on the Little Blue, where the road passes
along its valley for at least forty miles,

Among the multiplicity of troubles which we
had fet with sinoe lesving, one of the wagons today broke
down, and wes abandoned, in consequence. of having neither
timber to substitute no® mechanice to repesir it, The
sick, together with a part of the escort, were left with
it., I was not with the wagon when the accident occurred,
end this arrengement vas made by a person in -charge of the
teams, It greetly annoyed me, and, although near sundown
when they came into camp, I direcied them to unload and
return for the party they had left behind, This was
acoomplished, and they returned to camp about twelve
ofclock at nizsht.

By this time, the man who had the cholera became
entirely derengzed, and required the strength of one person
to keep him in the wagon. His sufferings were very great,
and his cries most distressing, particularly as it was not
in our power to render him any assistance or rellefs The
condition of the siok, as well as the general indisposition

among the party, rendored it necessary to reach Fort
Kearny as soon as possible, or ifgwould beccme necessary
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to lie by, I was now reduced to one wagon to transport the
sick, my own outfit, snd that of the party, as well as the
luzcapge of the escort. I determined, therefore, to leave
all the stores that were not ab‘solutely necessary for us
for the next twe days, hoping by that time to arrive at
the fort or overtake the command,

Hay 29 === The morning was clear and pleassant,
after a ralny nicht. I did not leave the camp until seven
o*clock, for the loss of one of our wagons had greatly
deranged our movements, and compelled me to make entirely
new arrangements. TBeds, boxea, end all bulky articles
were left behind, and having a heavy load, I attached
eight mles to it with two drivers, who succeeded in

etting them along much better than euy one enticipated,
he remainder of the animals were driven by the escort,
and gave us much troubles beinrs wild, they grestly
preferred the prairle to being drivem quietly along,

"The roead here passed along the valley of the
Blue, except in one bend, where it crosses a high level.
prairie of about six miles wide, which 1 found very
mddy, and in wet weather is extremely difficult to
travel on, This is generslly the case on all parts
of the road where the prairie is not sufficiently
rolling to carry off the wateres The ground in this
state becomss seturated, making the sward easy to cut
through, by which the wimels sink and causs the hauling:
to be exbremely fatizuinge

- Wagons, as ususl, were to be seen at every bend
of the road, and along ths banks of the river, IHaving made
e late start this morning, we were necessarily thrown
behind large trains that had started before us, and we
were compelled to travel mich slower than usual, I therefore
found it a bett.r plan to meke early sterts in the morming,
as emigrants seldom move before sunrise, end, bty reaching
some spot in the evening where there were none, it would
enable us to keep olear of them during the daye

‘It is not frequently the casie that you m=2et on
the prairie mounkaincers [pel37] returning with theiyx .
peltrys bdut todey I met with e Frenchman who left Fort
Laramie with two wazons loaded with buffalo ekins, afid
had boen twenty-three days from that nlace, Although he
geve me the cheering news that the reziment was only one
day's march in edvance== which was the first correct infore
mation I had received since leaving Fort Leavenworth-=he
was the harbinger of unpleasant informetion reletive to
the country over which he had travelled for the last
three weeks, He stated that there had been much rain bet=
wecen Forts laramie and Kearnmy this epring, which had
swollen the Platte river, and made the trall very heavys
and there was every probablity that it would be too high
to oross on our errivel, From his statement, several
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thousand wagons were already ahead of us., Many of them
had passed Fort Leramie, and at all the most oonvenlent
places for stopoing the grass had been pretty much
consumed. The Platte valley, which in dry weather is
generally very fine to travel over, had been so cut up by
the immense emigration that he found much trouble in
trevelling, and it was highly prcbable that we would find
it but little bettere= the only hope was that it would
cense reining, and in that cese ma few clear days would
melie 1t pessable, It wes extremely gratifying, however,
to know thet we were so near the oommand, as it would
enable me, should I overtake them, to get clear of the
sick, who in my preeent condition had become & great
burdene

_ ‘e stopped today at two ofolock to graze our

enimels, which had become very tired and were near
giving out, This was not very suprising, when we
refhected upon their condition when we started, enc the
distance they had travelled, I would recommend by all
means to small parties to stop in the mlddle of the
day, end particularly those who move with packemles,
a8 the loads nre easily adjusted, and but little time
losty by 1t your animals become greatly relieveds but
with ldarge trasins there is much trouble and but very
litt)e advantoge, unless you are driving oxen, which
never require more thean a flew minutes to turn locose,
and ere equally as easy to prepare for the roed agmin,

I here began to discover that the grasing had
changzed very moterially on the Blue, which was caused not
only by the n mber of cattle that had been gracing on it
for some time, but the cold weather had considerably impeded
its growth, and confirmed me in the opinion that the
first of May is too soon to leave the xissouri, unless
you contemplate & rest after arriving on the borders of
the Platte; 4in that case, if you have the necns to carry
alohz & small guantity of grain, which can always be
done, instead of ths many surplus articles that often
enounber your loads to but very little purpose, the
earlier vou start the better, as & rest of & week or ten
;days has a great tendemcy to prepare your animels for
a long journey, which they would not have by being kept
constantly on the march,

The day was plezsanty but our late start, and
the difficulty of passing the trains along the route,
brought us into camp efter sundown, and we did not
accomplish more than twenty~four miles during the day.
The thermomcter this morning at six otelock stood at
54% end this evening, &t the same hour, it wes as
high as 76 ')

Sinoce striking the Blue, I have not met with eny
buffalo, as the passing of the emlprants this spring hes
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driven them entirely off, Not more than a half a

dozen have boen seon within the last tem days, Deer are
[p.138] equally es scarce, and you seldom meet with
either without travelling, sone distance on the prairie
back from the river,.

] 30s === e left our encampment at five
o*cloock this morning, and continued up the Blue about
four miles, where the roed turns off across the prairle
to the Platte river. The night, was threatening, snd it
comenced raining early in the morming, end continued
until ten o*clock, when it cleared off, and the remainder
of the day was more .pleasant, Ve pursued our journey
through the day untll we cane in 8izht of the hills
which forqemall range that divides the prairie from the
valley of the Platte, whore 1 encemped for the nights

My encampment was upon the borders of s pond
of water, or what is more generally called a water<hols,
which is often found on the prairies, It was halfepast
seven o'clock before my wegons arrived, and some time
after sundown before we made ourselves comfortable for
the nighte The evening being deamp and windy, the cold
was folt very sensibly. The thermometer in the morning
stood et 62°, and at halfepast seven o¥clock this
evening it wes at 663 e met here another family
returning to the Missourl river, already surfeited
with gold=hunting, which had cost them much labor, end
deprived them of the many comforts of life, Having
staked out our anlmals, and taken a scanty meel, we
retired to rest, beinpg very much gratifiw with the vleasws
ing reflection that the march in the morning would
bring us to Fort Kea.rny;s.

The distance of our journey today was twenty one:
miles, end we passed e stream, about eight miles before we
reached our encampment, that was extremely bogpy and )
difficult to get throughe The Prairie from the Blue,
over which we had travelled todey, is very high end levels
but the road being filled with wagons, we had much
trouble and detentiom in passing theme

Vay 31, === e left our encampment at 5 ofelock
this mornin: or the fort, the distance Leing about ten
miles, over a smmdy road, and reached it at tem o'clock,
simulteneously with the rifle regiment.

It rained during the dey, which made it very cold
for the season.

. The regiment made their encampment about two
miles above the fort, intending to remain until the
whole train was exasmined, reorgenized, and put in a
condition to renew the march.
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Fort Kearny is situated on the right bank
of the Platte river, at the head of Grand 1sland,
It is garrisoned by a troop of the lat regiment of
dragoons, and a company of the 6th infantry, This
post was located here as a substitute for the one formerly
at the mouth of the Platte, heing more on the direct
route from Fort Leavenworth to Fort Laramie, as well as
the small towns on the lissouri river from whence emigrants
generally take thelr departure, It is very well located
to keep in check the Pawnee and Sioux nations, and is
also a pgreat protection to the emipgrants who travel
this route to Californias and Oregon,

The small pox, as well as other disemses,
has greatly diminished the Pawmee nation, A few years
back they were looked upon as & larre and powerful
tribe, but they have dwindled eway so rapidly of late
years that theyare no longer feared by the neighboring
tribes; the Sioux are fast encroaching on them, and
frequently make war on them successfully,

The site for this post 1s not e very pleasing
one, having nothing to recommend it in the way of beauty.
The valley of the Platte is entirely [p.159] destitute
of ‘wood in this vieinity, besides being low, It has the
muddly Platte on one side, whioh gives the Missouri much
of its color, while a chain of unprepossessing sand /
hills are scen on this side, which forms a dividing ridge
between the valley and the country back, and is the
commencenmant of the firet highland that ranges along the
river, which gradually rises until it beoomea a bluff
of considerable helght,

What few buildings were inhabited, I observed,
were made of sward, cut in the form of adobes, The
hospital was the only building which was being erected.
These bulldings were under the direction of an officer of
the enginser corps, who, for the want of préper materials,
was uneble to progress very repldly with them,

Wood can be obtained on Grand island, which is
ebout thirty miles in length, and about five miles wide,
Lumber for buildings is extremely scarce, as cottonwood
1s the principel timber found on the island, eand is
considered very inferior for building,

. The atream is not very wide between the
mainland and islend, and is seldon more than five feet
deep, the bottom of whioh is very uneven and filled
with quicksand, like other parts of this stream.

. In the partisl cultivation of the so0il, it has
been discovored not to be kixmbdthmxmxmerfmexidost
productive, GCardens have been started, but to little
purpose, except that the experiment had partly convinced
them that it was only labor lost, 3Still I am of the
opinion, when time has been allowed to find out its
qualities better, that not only vegetables may be raised
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in abundance, but grain of every discription,

Gpazing for our animals in the vicinity of
this post 13 extremely good, but I apprehend that grass
for hay is very diffioult to proocure in the fall, The
enigrants haed not been permittod to encamp immediately
eround the fort, which gave our animals a fine fleld to
range over during the time they remainedy and they stood
greatly in need of 1t,

This day*s Journey had not only brought me to
the regiment, which I had been pursuing with all possible
spesd for ten days, but also to Fort Kearmy, a distance
of three hundred and tem miles from Fort Leavenworth ,
and now I considered that I had fairly reached the point
where my duties were to commence.

The march from Fort Leavenworth was a very severe
one, The rainy season having set in, it rained nearly
every day from the commencement of our journey to our
arrival at Fort Kearny. If we were fortunate enough to
bé blessed with one bright morning, we were certain to
have a shower either in the evenling or during the night,
Among persons totally ignorant of a 1life like this,
vhose avocations have unfitted them for such labor
s is incidental to a prairie 1life, the experience
which they had already gained by the Journmey thus far
would teach them at least that it would require a great
deal of phllosophy end patience te surmount the obstacles
and endure the hardships that were still to be met with
before reaching Oregon.

The entire route from Fort Leavenworth to Fort
Kearny passes over an undulating preirie, which is of s
dark vegetable mould, and in many parts might be productive
if cultivated, particularly on the large streams, In
reiny woather the whole route becomes extremely muddy
end very diffiocult to travel over, but in this respect it
does not differ from any of the prairies of the West,
When the seagon is dry the ground becomes very firm, and,
as there are no hills to impede travelling, nothing can
pere[p.140] vent treins of any size from moving over it
with much ease end ~reat rapidity. The few obstructions
met with are found in crossing some of the streams, which
could be removed with very little laborsy end it is in
the power of the government to meke it one of the best
public highways in the western countyy.

There are many small streems crossed on this
route, such as ‘©olf oreek, the Big and Little Nemahaw, the
Vermilion, Big Sandy, and the Little Blue, besides many
others, which mey Le looked upon es drains to the prairie.
There are water holea off from the road, which may be known
by mots or small groves of timber, which, added to the
atreams, afford an ebundance of water,

This is a part of that great prairie count
which renges from the Red river of the North to the Rio
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Grande, end can be traversed throughout the whole distence
without the least difficulty. As far back as 1828,

cattle were driven from Independence, lissourl, to the

St. Peter's river which empties into the Mississippl

river a little below latitude 45°3 and it was not unfre-
quent for sheep to be carried as far as the settlement on
Red river in the British terrdtory. From Lake Qul Parle

to the Yellow Stone, it wes commonly the route takem by the
traders to carry thelr goods, instesed of ascending the
Missourl riverjy and there is nothimg to prevent this
whole range from being kravelled as the Rio Grande,

except the danger of encountering hostile Indians, who

are frequently met with between Independence and Santa Fe,
and particulerly the Comenche tribe, who are conatantly
renging between the Arkensas and the southern boundary

of Texas,

came of every description is found on this prairie;
-buffalo, elk, and antelppe are seen in :;reat nunbers; but
this year very few have been met with, owing, doubtless,
to the preat emigration passing this wey, which has
driven them further south.

While at Fort Keerny, I had occhksion to converse
frequently with Colonel Bonneville, the cormander of the
post, who had been reny years ago among the Indians in
the Rocky mountains, and had obtained while there much
valuable informetion, which he froely imparted to mej
and I found it, in more than one instance, of great
importence, bvefore arriving on the Columbien river.

[ps240] CHAPTER II

Hunhrmrerhhumyﬁai‘ortm-a
distence of 275 miless

June ls == The whole outf{it was carefully ex-
anined todny, that it might be put in as good condition
as our time &nd means would permit; end it required but
1ittle experience to see thet the condition of the miles
wae not such as to justify the commend leaving for the
Columbia river with any certaint, of arriving ¢ .ere with-
out accident. " '

The miles were prineipally those brought from
the Rio Grande in the fall of 1848, and were wintered in
the vieinity of Fort lLeavenworth by contract. They had
been bedly talken care of, and, when the spring commenced,
thepe was not sufficient time to put them in a proper con=-
dition for the march. Many of them were partly broken
down by former [ps141] hard service; while others were
wild, end 1t seemed almost impossible to break them to
herness. They had just completed a jourmey of three hund=-
ved and ten miles, in very umpleasant weather. The
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oitizens and soldier tesmsters were entirely inocapable of
driving, with the exception of a few of the former, who
had been in Mexiocos With this combination, it had greatly
impagred the oondition of many of them

The responsibility whioch was about to devolve on
me, to transport the troops safely to the Columbia river,
whether much or little was expeoted by the department; de~
tormined me not to take the charge on myself without Bette
ing i1t kmow the ocondition, at least, in whioh I found thingse.

Although I did not oonsider that eny one was to
blame since the merch cammenced, I preferred ealling for a
board of survey, and it was oonvened, in compliarce with
the letter here annexed, The board inspected the animals,
and passed their opinion upon them, and, out of the whole
number, oondemmed one-third, as I was unoffiolally ine
formeds Although this wae their opinion, I never was able
to obtain a oopy of the report, as they ocommitted sn ine
formality, which naused the proseedings to be amnulled.

This was the espeot of affairs when I took charge
of the department, and relieved the offioer who had aooome
panied the troops to Fort Kearny,

June 24 == This dey wes passed in making out
pespers and arranging the train, The commend moved about
four miles above, to change their enoampment, get better
grasing, and be nearer to the water,

An order had been issued by Colonsl Loring

separating the command into three divisions of two come

ies each, which were to merch at an interval of five
miles between the first and third divisions, and encamp
in the same order, until otherwise changede This neces~
serily separated me from the greater portion of the com=
mand, and confined me for a time to a division, changing
from one to the other as my services were most required.

Having only Lisutensnt Frost with me as aoting
assistent quartermaster, who wes in charge of the regle
mental train; and similerly situated, I was oompelled to
$rust much to the egents, whioch greatly inoreased my ro-
sponsibilities; as it wms expectod that I would not only
see that the property wes taken care of, but the troops
properly transported.

; This plan was declded on before I took sharge of
the dopartmt and no views of mine, founded on formsr
experience, could alter it: If 1t hed bsen absoclutely
necessary to oause the divisions to mk several days apart;
from the great scarcity of grass; the plan would have been
a YOry cocod onej but this was not the case, and inoreased

_tha gomnanders, when I found one emply sufficient. While
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1 saw no good reason fOr it, and having no officer of the
department to receipt for the property in the several
divisions end superintend their movemsnts, my position bee
oame a very unenvisble one, inoreasing my labors threee
fold, both bodily and mentallys

June 3, =« It beoame necessary, before leaving
Fort Kearny, to inerease the subsistence stores, whioh
called for additional means of trensportations I was,
therefore, sompelled to resort to ox teams, being the only
trangportation that could be obtainsd at the post == and
we were very fortunate even to get this, I plaged tiem
undeyr charge of a wagonemaster, 5o proceed direstly on to
Fort Laramie in oompany with the emigrants, without bee
ing governed by the movements of the expedition, as we
wore re= [pel42] quired to make short marches in cone
gequence of the delay of the beef contractor, and it would
enable them to get oonsiderably the start of us.

Jung 4¢ «= We left this morning et seven o'clock,
and arrived et Flum oreek early in the evening, where the
third division made its encampment for the nighte This 1s
a very small stream, whioh riges emong the bluffs and
empties into the Platte a few miles below where the road
orossed it, My tent was pitohed om the banks of the Platte
for the first time this evening, which was swollen and exe
tremely mddy from the heevy rains that hed recently
fallen, which zave us much apprehension that the informe
ation recently reosived would prove true; for, in its
present stage, it was very doubtful if we were not de-
tadned on reaching the orossing of the South Fork.

When we look et the width of this river, ite
muddy water and repid ourrent, we ere greetly reminded of
the striking resemblance it bears to the lMisaouri, of
which 1t i3 one of its prinoipal tribubaries; but when we
refleot thet there is only a short portien of the year
that 4%, is not too high to prevent you from fording it,
we are lmpressed with its total uselessness and insige
nifiosnce when compared with the smallest navigeble river
in cur oountrys Although it 1s larpge, it is but & drain
for the melting snows from the mountaina, and oan orly
be remarkable for possessing more sand bars, lesa depth of
watoy, and more islande half covered with useless timbere,
than any other #tream of its size in the countrys It is not
navigeble, nor oan it be made so, end, in a commeroial point
of view, hes very little to recommend it.

This river is formed by the North and South Platte,
which, after pasesing through the western prairies from the
nountaing several hundred miles, come together eighty miles
above Fort Kearnmys The South Fork ve were soon to oross,
when our route would be alang the Horth Fork for nearly
four hundred miles, until it turns to the so:th, where it
rises in the mountaing, west of the Medioine Bow range,
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ot least 23° from where the Oregon and Californis trails
leave it,

; The wvalley of the Platte deing as destitute of
e tree as the adjscent preirie, or that which we had
passed over, we found wood very difficult to procure at
our encampment this evening, and what little was used by
the troops they brought on their shoulders from an island,
whioh they remched by wading to it. T

The mode edopted for the arrangement of the
three camps was the sames BEach division or squadron
ooocupied two sides of a reotange, the tents pitched sufe
floiently far spart to meke room on the other two sides
for the supply train, This generally made suffioient
space to oontain all the horses and muless The warons
are driven sufficiently close to allow the tongue of one
to reach the hind wheels of the other, which 1s callod
karslling a train, end makes & very formidable defence
either agalnst foot or mounted troopss Then it isg de~
sirable to leave the camp open, the train is generally
parked in several lines, making them ae compact es the
nature of the ground will admit,

At the end 6f e day's journey the horses and
mules of the divisicn are staked out wntil sundown, and
then brought into the Karall, and there kept until the
morning. Eaoch enimal 1s mede fast to a lasso about
twenty feet long, whioh is attashed to an irom pin of
about fifteen inohes in length, which has at the head a
riug that works on a pivot, and allows the horse to
move around without disturbing the pine About four
' o'clock in the [ps143] morning they ere all taken out,
end allowed to remein wntil five, when they are prepared
for the marchs All bsing ready, the squadron moves off,
followed by the Laggage train, and next the supply trainm,
which has an agent whose duty i% was made to examine his
trein throughout the day, meking such alterations as might
be deemed necessary to facilitate its movements The train
1s divided into sections of a oertain number of wegons,
placed under a wegon=master, who is respomsible to the
sgont for the good order of that partiouler papy of the
traing end I generally found that twenty wagons were es
meny as one men could properly superintend, particularly
when the %eamsters were indifferent, and the roads very
beds for on this march it was not infreguently the oase
Yo roquire his services at several points at the same
time, and, in that oase, I never found that I had too
many in my employments And I will take this ocoagion to
remark that the number employed did not render my own sit-
uat‘.la:n sinocure; for, being always at the head of my own
trein, I often found 1f, as woll as my olerks, with
our shoulders Imnﬁy at the wheel working as hard,
as 16 1s woll nmown, as any laborer nimg. I found it
necessary to do so to enable us to asomplish our mersh,
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This weas the oourse adopted and continued through the
routes As the baggage traln was necessarily required
to be in camp early, it was under the direotion of the
aoting assistant quartermaster, who weas responsible for
ite order, as the property was under his oherge. The
supply train, not being required to reach camp so early,
generally moved less rapidly, and in consequence came
in less fatigued and in much better order.

June Se¢ <« large trains oould be seen this morne
ing wending their way along on both gides of the FPlatte.
The river here is nearly three miles wide, interspersed
with islan:is, some of whicsh are thinly covered with very
small oottonwood and willow; but in many instances they
are entirely bare. It rained a little before we left
oamp, whioch mede it muddy, but, as it remained oloudy,
it was pleagant for travelling, and rather facilitated
our movements.

Our march was only eleven miles to day, as it
hed been but little more than ohanging enocamping=grounds
since leaving Fort Kearny, it being necessary to wait for
the contractor, who was hourly expeoted, before we ocould
proceed. This gave the mules and horses en opportunity
of recovering from their mersh from Fort Leevenworth.

Having errived in oamp early to day, I overw
hauled the wagons whish oonteined the lumber intended
for such repairs as we might require on the route, and
found that we had but very little along with us, there
being but four pair of hounds and eleven tongues, which
was e soanty allowance for the repairs of one hundred and
sixty wagons, that were to pass over rough roads for two
thousand miless I had no desire to send back for timber,
which had been done previcus to my errival, some {ifty
miles ~= rather preferring to trust to a good trail and
the Improvement of teams and tempSterse.

June 6, == It rained very hard last night, end
oontinued This morninge The dark clouds, acompanied with
wind, were fest covering the heavense. The lightning was
very severe, and it rained and hailed very hard. We left
our encampment at half pest nine o'olook, and travelled
about ten miles towdays The march being short, nothing
ooourred worthy of note. The evening oleered off beauti-
fully after the rain, and the mules bid fair to [peld4]
be well prepared by morning for a good day's journey, as
they were up to thelir eyes in grass.




While quietly wending our way along the Platte
today, I saw for the first time an antelope, and was some-
what disappointed in its eppsarance) there was not thet
beauty in its form thet I expected to find, from the des-
oriptions so often given "of the swift-footed antelope,"
when compared with the deer; and I consider it by no means
as handsome or as dellioately proportioned: At a distance,
however, it is much the same. The head of this animal
is very muoh like that of a sheep; the body eppears
shorter than the deer, with hair much coarser and longers-
It stands very ereot, and leaps with muoh quickness, -
gathering its feet apparently at the same time immedi.
ately under its Its oouriosity exceéeds any animal I
have ever seen, except the mountain goats When it first
saw me it approsghed almost within gunshot, when stopping
for a few minutes, it ran off for & short distance, snd
turned egein, eapparently to satisfy its ouriosity. It
then ran parallel to the road, gcttin%mﬁmn ahead,
and then returning; if I stopped suddenly, or there was
anything seen to attrmet its attention still more, it
would run direotly towards me until its ouriosity was
fully satisfied, and then bound off with great rapidity
over the prairie until out of sights It 4s muoch 1ighter
in color then the deer, partioularly on its sides, bresst,
and hinds-quartersy this, with a black stripe whioh it has
about the eyess, gives it a striking appuranoo, -though
it does not add muoh to its beauty. _

Whether from the alarm of the cholera or a dis=
taste for soldiering, I am unable to say, but desertion
at this time was rapidly inoreasings Four men ran off
last night, teking & oomplete outfit with thems This
was not very unexpeoted to us, when we considered the
material of which the regiment was oomposed, who merely .
enlisted, it is well imown, for the purpose of getting
comfortably transported to Celifornia at the expense of
the govermment, and not from any partiality for the pro-
fesaion of a soldier.

June ?. we The commend got under way guarter
before seven o'clock this morning, The rain of last
evening made it very muddy, snd the hauling along the
valley very heavys. The day was quite warm; the thermo=
meter, at six a, me, stood at B8, and at twelve m. it
ranged as high as 80

Toeday buffalo were geen for the first time,
which oreated no little exoitement.. We had been hoping
for several deys %o be gratified with a sight of them,
for the road was entirely destitute of interest, and we
were much pleased on hearing the news that game was so
near us. Ve wore now getting into a seotion of country
where 1t is generally found abundantly in the spring,
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and looked forward to something in the way of svort to
divert us from our monotonous life for a times for a jour=
ney over a prairie affords no pleasure exosept that of
hunting, and, when that oennot be found, eny other
scenery is by far more preferable.

After arriving in oemp, which we reaohed early
in the day, having travelled but twelve miles, lMr. Wilsox
and myself asoended the bluffs, and continued for e short
distance beak into the sountry, where the prairie was very
mach broken, forming deep ravines, that sppeared to con-
tinue for a long distence, and rising at the same time
quite highs The ground was so much dbroken as to make it
diffioult to travel on horseback on these ridgess Nothe
ing sould be seen but large buffalo trails; the deep ravines
were muoh trodden and torn up, forming whet are genarally
ealle[p+146] od buffalo wallows, which are resorted to by
them when these places are partlally filled with water.

We expested to have been successful in finding game beyond
the bluffs, but were oompelled to return after sundown
without seeing one buffalos A lsrge hawk was the only
thing killed, whioh measured four feet ten inches from
the tip of one wing to the other, and was quife remarke
able in othier respects.

Toeday the oontrestor arrived, who had been
looked for with so muoh anxiety, as it would enable ug in
e fow days to inorease our delly merohess The grazing
at this encampment was much the same as hed been met
with for tie last few days,

June 8¢ ==« We left our encampment at seven this
morning, snd travelled about three hours, meking about
six miles, when we halted for the days The road was ex-
tremely heavy from oonstant rains, It wes very pleasent;
the thermometer at seven o'olock in the evening was reng-
ing at 759,

Toeday & buffalo was killed by Hr. lLeaoh, one of
the train agents, end it was the firgt time I had ever
tasted the meat of ones The hump is oonsidered & great
deliomoy, but, for my part, I did not oomsider it anything
to oompare to beefs It was unfortunately en old bull; the
young oows are doubtless much finer, but we had just been
feasbing on fine Nissourl beef, and were thersfore ready
by comparison to condem the wild beef of the prairie, I
think, if we had been pinched by hunger, it would have
been unsnimously pronounced to be the best of the two.

. The command stood greatly in need of wood, for
we had reached a region of country entirely destitute of
it, where a tree might be looked on as & ouriosity: we
were therefore compelled to resort to the Vache de boils,
whioch is a fine substitute when you get used to it, and
is always used by hunters, who never think of the soarcity
of wood when this can be obtained.
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Grezing along the river banke was becoming very
indifferent, which made it necessary to encemp nearer the
bluffs, which often made it difficult to procure water;
but it probably was better in some res-ects, es the Platte
water was thought to have greatly inoreased the cholera
symptoms sinoe we first ocommenced to use it.

- July 9. It rained s little laet night, and hed
mach the appearance of it this morning; the thermometer
at six o'clock was at 64%, ‘

We got under way at half-past six o'olook this
mornings The day being fine, it enables us to meke a long
march, and at halfepgst two o'clock we arrived in ocamp,
having travelled nineteen miles. Here we pitehed our
tents on e small brench about half a mile from the Platte,
and made ourselves as oomfortable eas oiroumstarces would
permit for the nights It oontinued oloudy during the dey,
and became quite cool in the evenings the thermometer at
sundown stood at §5°, making a difference of 9° gince the

morning.

The bluffs about this point begin to approach
the river very near) they have veri:d heretofore from two
%o four miles from the banks of the Plattes Our encamp=
ment was made within five miles of the junetion of the
North and South Forke of the Platte, and sixteen miles
from where the emigrents meke their first orossing on the
South Fork, commonly called the lower crossing, wiich, I
believe, is generally considered the best. Mr. Wileox
(the guide) went over the bluffs last evening on a hunte
ing exoursion, being a fine section of country for bufe
falo and antelope, but returned, after travelling twenty
miles @n the prairie, without being successful <= a
[pe146] disappointment seldom kmown to a hunber along
the Platte before this spring.

This valley has been heretofore a great range
for game of all kindss ferds of buffaloy consisting of
thaugmdn. have been seen gresing at ome time, a few
years sincej but such has been the effect produced on
them by the immense emigration this spring, that it has
driven the game far beyond the bluffsy and the buffalo
seldom return to the river excépt when foreced to do so
for want of water, and then in small numbers, Their
range is now on the headwaters of the Blue and Kensas,
and from thence to the Arkensass I have no doubt, if the
emigration continues a few years more, as large as it is
this year, not one will be found along the borders of the
Platte, or near Fort Kearny, where they have been known
%o approach the outebuildings, apparently for shelter in
the winter,
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We had the unpleasant duty toeday to perfora,
as onge before, of passing along the rosd meny graves of
the unfortunate emigrente; eamong them was the grave of a
man who had died at the age of sixby=four ysars, from
goneral debility. One would supposs, with a man who had
arrived nosrly at the age of three goore and ten, that
his thoug ts would have been on anything else than the
trensurers of this earthj but suoh is the charm in wealth,
that, en this route, it was not unusal to overtake men and
women who were searcely able to’ m.lk from age, all destine
ed for the gold digg;ings.

I hed not prooceeded very fer beyond this piece,
before ] ocame to the restingespot of Captein P. 8. Gray,
of Texas, who had gerved in the lMexioan wires I ocould not
help thinking, as I passed, that he had travelled far to
find & solitery grave, so distant from reletives, and in
a spot where the prints of white man's footsteps weres
never seen until within the last few years. His ocmrads,
however, had performed the lest aot of kindness, by decent~
ly interring him in this lonely spot, and placing at the
head of his grave a well~out slab, with the date of his
desth, name, age, and the disease with whioh he died, bee
ing choleras

On the right of the road, and not far distant,
we passed the enocampment of' & party of Cherokees, who had
broken up their party, which had beqome very general
among the emigrants since leaving Fort Kearnys It oone
sisted, o fow days pgo, of fourteen personsj sinoe yes-
terday six had died with the oholera. One wae dying at
the time they were visited, and the remainder were all
too 111 to aseist in burying the desd, Améng the whole
of this party there was but one man who really was able
to render any assistance to the otherss This was a sad
spaotasle Yo beholds These people had left homes where
many of them were no doudbt cemfortable and happy, and
never perhaps had been required to labor for thelyr daily
bread half as hard as they had on this merchs The gold
mania hed, however, spread far end nearj and, being
soizdd with it, they had abandoned comfortsble homes,
blinded with tho belief that fortunss were soon o be
realized, whioh in a greet degree wes imsginery, and
they have, like many others similarly situated found
their graves in this wild and lomely regiom.

Much fear was entertained that the cholera
would inorease; we certainly had every reason to suppose
80, from the many deaths among the emigrants aleng the
road, and their present helpless oondition,
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Within the last four days the commend hed lost
several men by the cholera, and At hed every indication
of inereasing among them. On the fourth two men died,
and one on the seventh, and Doctors Moses and [p.147]
Smith were seriously attacked by it, who were the only
two physicians along with us to attend the three diyvie
sions, that where required to travel s me distance apart..

1 had geen so muoh of it between Forts Leavenw
worth and Kearny, that I did hope the oommand would, be=
fore our resohing it, be entirely oclear; but it seemed %o
move ag the emigrants did, and we were destined to keep it
among us in spite of every precaution, until our arrival
probably. in Oregon. :

I think it was about this place that a man
was found near the bluffs who had entirely lost his rveason,
end had been abandoned by the compeny to which he belomged,
either to starve or to be pieoked up by some emigrating
party who might possess more humanity for him than was
shown by thems He was teken to Fort Laramle by the troops,
and there left under the care of the physioclen of thet post.

The road toeday was muoh cut up by gullies, whioch
are the natural draeins from the highlands to the river, and
in many plases were so broken as to render it necessary to
out down the banks and meke other improvements before we
oould pass them, without whioh it would have made it very
fatiguing to the teamss The road this far along the valley
of the Platte was good, and, with the exception of the mud ,
vhich made it very heevy, it could hardly be surpassed by
any I have ever travelled overs, It reminded me very muaoch
of the roads in the Mississippi botton, which are always
fine in good weather, but are the reverse whenever the
rainy season sets in, \

The valley of the Platte is very level and une
interesting, and but little better beyond the bluffss
there you find & 1ittle under-growth in the ravines, of
dwarf oak and elder; where you get the wild goosederry
and ourrant, which are the only fruits to be met with about
here, and are very inferior in teaste when oompared with
those cultivateds They cean be made palatable when prop=
érly served up, end afford & little variety to those who
are oompelled to resort to salt food, whish is so vory de-
leterious to health when sonstantly used on a long march
lile this,

, ‘June 10s == To=day being the Sabbath, it was a
day of general rest among the emigrants. As the commend
had been considerably delayed since leaving Fort Kearny,
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it beoame nscessary to meke up for lost time, and we there=
fore did not follow the good example set by ocur felloww
travellers, deeming it more prudent to rest towards the end
of our Journey, if time would permit us, than at the come
mencement of its I think, however, one day in the week
should be taken for thet purpose, it relieves the teams,
and prepares them anew for their labors The morning wae
couldy and disagreeable, The thermometer at 5§ o'clock was
at 589 Bach division merched off ebout the hour of six,
the third division heving fellen some four or five miles

in the rear of the second, whioh was some distance behind
the first. g

1 agoended the bluffs this mprning, end 0o0:1d
easily dissover where the two forke of the Platte river
-0 together. It is not immediately below the lower orogs=
l.% the South Fork, but at least sixteen miles, and a
short distence above where our encampment was made last
night.

Toeda: five buffalo were seens ihen first dige
covered they were running from the river aeross our roed,
and making towards the bluffe. It oreated, as might have
been expectod, & very great exoitement; from the [p.148]
highest to the lowest all seomed to be desirous of joine
ing in the chase, and it was with some diffioulty that
they were provented,

Several of the offloers, with sone of the uen,
zave chase, and soon oame up with them, when the firing
commenceds One of the buffalo was singled out, and, teke
ing & eirouitous route, received sn additional fire as he
passed towards the rear, and hefore being brought to bay
there was a e:all troop in pursuit of hims, lo at last
came to a stand , and, although writing with pain, he
would now and then make at the nearest horseman who sme
disposed to approech hims One of the soldiers, it may
truly be sald, attaoked him sword in hend, giving him a
blow over the head, as if he really thought any imprese
sion could be made upon him,

I think I ocounted sixteen mounted men after this
poor animal, who, with revolvers, kept up e regular fire,
All seomed to be eager to have the satisfaction of saying
that they had shot a buffalo, if they were not sucoessful
enough to kill one, Lieutenant Lindeay et lest brought
him to the ground, and had the credit of being the vietor,
The other four were all disposed of Lieutenant Frost killed
onej but the most successful of the hunters was Captein
Rhett, who being mounted upon e fine swift animal and oxe
tremely active, was well prepared for a good chase, and
singling out en old bull, was determined to kill him withe
out assistance of any ones His horse being very :g‘;oot,
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soon brought him alongside of the buffalos he had not run
very far before ho was able, with his six-shooter, to place
e ball in a vitel part of the animele. The horse appeared
to enter as much into the spirit of 4% as the rider, and
beinz very menageable, oould be placed wherever required.

Having amuaed himself by riding sometimee along=
side, end them chesed for e short distence by the enimel,
he at last put an end to his sufferings; end, in the true
hunter style, %teking such portiens es ere considered the
mogt delicate, left the reet to be devoured by the wolves,
which are found in numbers prowling sbout the prairie, and
partioularly in e buffalo renge. lir. Leach wae not last
in the huntj he killed another, making his secoyd since we
left Fort Kearnys

We met thils morning e man from the Salt lake, who
informed ue that he had been robbed by a party of Crow Ine
diens, who took from him his horse. le also gave us the
unpleasant information that gress wes extremely scaerce be=-
yond Fort laramie, caused by the immense emipgretion whioh
hed alreedy passed the fort, having sterted early in the
seasons By him we were able to send off letters; for suoch
opportunities were very seldom met with, and we were glad
to seisze upan anyy end particularly one so fevoreble as
thiss

We soon ceme to the lower crossing of the South
Fork, where we found a number of wagons on bcth sides of the
rivers Soms hed orossed, not without much diffioculty)
others were then eorcssing, dut with much troutle, for the
reing hed greatly swollen the river, so as to endanger their
stores, as well as running the risk cf losing their wagonsj
while many were on this side wailting for a more favorable
opportunity to get eorosss

The banks of the SJouth Platte seemed to be lined
with large trains, moving on both sides of the river, snd
over the divide whioch separates the North erd South Forks.
They oould be sesr as far as the eye extended. To look at
them, it would seem impossible thet grating could be found
for such en immense number of cettle that must necesscrily
be thrown together when it sometimes becomes necessary to
stop for weters As the [ps149] emigrants passed Fort
Kearny this spring, the wegons were ocunted by the guard
daily, and on the first of June better then 4000 hed passed,
not reockoning those thet were on the left bank of the river,
whioh could not be seen from the forte While on the journey
to Oregom, I had e good opportunity of ascertaining the
number of persons with each wegon, and it was a small average
to estimate four to each ones whioh would meke, at this time,
nearly 20,000 persons ahead of uss The number of oxen were
very seldom less then ten to each wagon, and more frequently
twelve. With this number, together with the many outriders,

a8 well as oattle which were driven along, the number of
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animals in advance of the regiment oould not have been
less than 50,000,

From this atatement it will not be difficult to
caloulats the number of emigrants who went to California,
ea dut fow, oomperatively speaking, were destined for Oregom.
To this number add those who took the Samta e route, also
thoge that were still in rear of us, snd it will not fall
short of 35,000 souls« I feel confident in saying, thet on
this trail there were not less than from eight to tem thouse
and wagons passed during the season, with animels in pro=-
portion,

There were with the command about 1200 mulesj the
horses belonging to the whele regiment amounted in ell to
ebout 700: a pretty round mumber, eltogether, to provide for
daily for a period of five monthss On a praries, were one
million of buffale have besn seen soattered over the hills
and valleys, it mey bs thought thet the animals ahead of
us were of but little importance) but w.en you think of
this numbey stopping on the borders of some convenient
stream to be adjacent to water, and required to be kept withe
in a short distance of camp, it will atrike one with surprise
how we sver got through the csountry beyond this, where gres-
ing is always bad, without seme great disaster; and when I
now reflect upen the past, it often sesms astonishing to me
how we ever reached the Columbia river without losing half
of ouyr teamns.

Colouel Loring ooncluded to ascend the river from
this oesmp, hoping to find a better erossing, and we con~
tinued our meroh a few miles further, where the second
divieion ensamped emong the hillg, and théir horses wore
taken to am island to grase for the nighte The {irst divie
eiongtopped about five miles ahead of ue; end the third in
the Yottom near the lowsr orossing, which wo had passed dure
ing the evening. The distance travelled towday was twenty
five miless the road veing excellant, and the day pleasant,
our teams ¢ame into camp much less fatifued than usual,

June 1le == We did not get off before six this
morningy the etorm of last night having scatterei our miles,
mach time wme lost in hunting theme The wind blew e pere
feet hurricane, kmocking down our tents and blowing off the
wagon ooverss The rain fell in torrents, as if it would
delugoe the valley below us, and it was very fortunate that
woe had enoamped among the hills.

I do not know when I have ever experienced suoch
vivid lightiningy so great was the glare, that the whole
oamp was at momonts perfectly visable, The braying of mules,
lowing of cettle, and the racing of horses through the oamp,
gave an additional excitement to the soene, and very little
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rest was enjoyed by eny one through the nighte The storm
caused a stampeds among the horses and mules of the third
division; four belmnging to the trevelling forge ran off,
but were overteken and brough beok, except one, after having
been followsd nearly fifteen miles,

[pel80] There wes mueh firing smomg the hills during the
night by the emigrants, who were gusrding their cattle; the
storm having osused & stampede smong thems The guerd in
following them decame eeparated, and were omly able to rind
their cemps by this means,

On & warch of this kird meny emusing scenes take
place, and seldom ococur without being eeen or heerd of by
the whole oommonds Thrown together es they are while in
oamp, and travelling during the day, every little ocourre
enoce that tekes place is treasured up for the want of any
better, for those whe are always ready bo smuse themselves
at the expense of otherss Omne of our men wandered out of
oamp last night in pursuit of his horse, eand getting e .
little oonfused, his whole mind filled with Indians and the
thought of losing his scalp, he lost his selfepossession,
end doubtless thinking that he hed been out lomger and had
gone much further than was roally the sase, set up a yoll-
ing, with the hope of bringing some one to his rescue, and
mede as muoh noise as if he had boen attacked by & dand of
India:se The guerd found him in this oondition, ruaning
sbout the hills, with but little inowledge of wi.at was doe
ing, end muok less as to where he was going, snd relieved
him, no doudbt much to his satisfactien,. and grsatly to his
surprise to find hinself within a few hundred yards of
campe It was soon kmown this morning, and the poor Dutehe
men, who had cever dreamed of a prairie or an Indian until
he came on the march, had but 1i{tle rest the balanss of
the Journey.

The dey wms clears The road lay ever a rolling
prairie, whioh soon bYecame dry and firm, and we travelled
fifteen miles, reachimg camp about five otoloek this even-
ing without any diffioulty, We had now been several days
in the valley of the Platte, on a rood not the least rolle
ing, and it was e relisf to the troops, as 1t was to the
teans, to get emong the hills agein, It is leas sovere in
hauling than en 2 lsvel rord, guoh es we hed travellsd ever
sinoce leaving the fort,

4 short tims before stopping for the evening, we
saw on the ovposite side of the river an encampment of
84oux, who immsdiately struck their lodges, proceeded up
the river, and stopped nearly opposite to uge A deputes
tion, oonsisting of the old ohief and about eizhty of his
party, oamo over to see uss This old savage had tried to
make himself look as respectable as possidble, and had given
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& ooloring, with a 1little vermillion, to his gray locks,
whioh hung profusely around his shoulderss I[is only arte
iole of dress was a green froek coat, not of the latest
out, that reached to hls ankles, and on his shoulders .
were an old pair of epaulets, thet looked ag if they had
seon some service. Iiis leggins, whioh were of grey oloth,
were & subastitute for panteloomnss To oomplete his ocos~
tume, his oap wns made of pgrisz}y beareskin, with a long
red feather, supported by a large bress plete in front,

and a medal suspended from his neok, made in 1809, with the
likeness of President Madison ou one side. To take the
whole group together, with him at the head, would heve been
a soene for any paintérsy for of all attempts at drecs, this
exceeded eny I heve ever seen among Indiens« He felt, mno
doubt, that he was dressed for the ocoasionj and we should
have felt ocurselves highly honored, although 1t did afferd
us & little emmsements This wne the celebrated Queve do
Buut, one of the Sioux chiefe from the plains.

These Indlans were very suxious to let us know
their great friendship for the whites, und expressed much
pleasure st seeing so meny white warriorss They were very '
inquisitive, in wishing to know how far we [ps151) had oome,
where we were going, and how long we would be travelling,
and ended their visit, cs is usuel among them, by asking
~ for provisions and a few presents, whioh the Colonel gave

thems This wes e wer-party who had been in pursuit of the
Pewnees, and were then returning from belows

¥e wore unfortunate not to havo an interpreter
along who oould speak the lenguage, as' it would have been
well to have explained to them our objects I believe I
was the only person in oamp who oould understend anything
they said, and knowledpe was very limited of their
language, heving Torgotten mich sinoe being stationed among
them, many years sinces

Having obtained for them suoh thinge as they seeomed
to desire, I returned %o the second division, which had ene
oamped two miles in rear or the firsts I found at my tent
two young warriors, one of whom presented me wit: a plece
of buffalo meey, whioch, like all Indien gifts, cost me in
presents double its values He ocommenced by begging for
bresd, mest, and whiskey) and indeed he wented something of
everything he saw, and finally oonoluded that he would like
a loxican blanket I had on my bed, which I deolined giving
him, and at the seme time making him fully understand that
it was time to be off, He very soon left, dut not without
getting a little whiskey, whisch he goolly put into the tripe

of & buffelo which he had killed that day, and appeared to
be as well satisfied as if it had been placed in a cut glass
decanter, What the taste of 1t oould have been by the ti e

he dreank it, will not be very diffioult to imagine,




Shortly after leaving the Indisns at the ene
oampment of the first division, quite an éxcitement ocoourred
emong theme It prooseded from a horse being ridden into
oamp by one of their young warriors, whioh was recognised as
teken by the commends It eppearsd that the animel had been
carried off by a deserter, and, as they said, srld to the:
Tndien, who beldeving himself justly entitled to it, oould
not be made to understand why it should be taken from hin.
as he hed come honestly by its When the merk of "U.8."
peinted out to him, sand they ondeavored to meke him oompro-
hend by signe that the horese was the propérty of the oomew
mend, it soemed impossible to do sop e shake of the head wes
2ll thet could be got from him == ho either di1d rot or would

not understend anything thet was said to hims It was, how= .
ever, mode very plain to him, when he saw his horse led off
to one of the oompenies, thet there was more than one owners
The deputetion moved off guite incensed at the wrong which
they donceived had been done ome of their perty, being too
much offended to earry off the provisiems thet had been
given to them,

Upon reflection, it was thought to be the better
pim to send bteck the horse to their encampment, ee te Ine
dian hed cbtained him in good faith, although the animsl"
wes stolen property) at which they beceme quite pleased, end
expressed much setisfaotion, and soon sent for the provi-
sioné that they had lefts It was very well thet this course

wes adopted, for they would have given us during the night
mach trouble to secure our horses, heving it in thelr r
to have anmoyed us uomidorably without the least fear)

ing punisheds

Our snoampment was made nesr the bluffs thils even~
ing, the bvottom being too wet and low to epproech the river
any nearers

The mosquitoes wore very numercus here, and head
annoyed us very much throughout the days our horses wore
frecuently covered with them, [ps152)] whish made them very
restless, and had greatly troubled them sinoe leanving the
forta

‘ June 124 ~= The night was oloudy, and the morne
ing quite ohilly, Tho command left at six o'olook, and
travelled about twelve miles to another ford, whiech we found,
upon exemination, to be too deeps The dottom was very une
even and £illed with quiokeend, One squedron orossed, after
mioh difficulty, It was thought to be too desp to venture
the train, end, as the trail leed further up the river, the
Colémel, with the two guldes, Lieutonent Frost and nyself,
followed 1t ebout 13 miles to where it orossed, leaving the
comnand &% the mlddle ford, where they made their encampment
for the nights Finding the bottom of the upper ford maoch
more even, and less quieksand, we determined to oross st
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this place, and returned again to cemp, which we reached
at 7 o'olock peme, in tims to get olear of a very severs
thunder stoym thet was fast gutherings

About a mile from the upper crossing en Indian
lodge was soen, standing alone in the prairis, w:ich we
took for a medicine lodge, or where some chief had probe
ably been buried, It was too late for us to visit it, ez
the evening wae drawing tv a olose, and wo were necesseril
oompelled to postpene it until toemorrows )

For the last two days, antelope in great numbers
were seon on the prairie, but very few deers This evening
wag very rainy and disagreeable, Graging for the enimals
at this encampmert wes very indifferent; the spring being
beolward in this seotion of the counbtry, it had impeded
the growth of the graes very much,

, June 13¢ ~«« Our tents were left to dry, which
prevented UG irom getting off early this mcrnings The
divisions left at 7, 8, and o\o'olock, making an hour
between oaohe We proceeded to the upper crossing, where
we found thet the river had risen & few inoches during the
nights This wes much egainet ue, being elresdy too high
to rigk the trainse The colonel's carriage was first
sent over, and reeohed the opposite silde without mueh dife
floultys We next tried a loaded wagon, drawn by eix goed
mles, whioch was neerly one hour gelting overs The river
heqe is 1,090 yards wide, and I began to think et ore time
that it would not reech theropposite bank in safetys After
this I had ton mules atimohed to esch wagon, and half the
supply trein driven in st one timey and as long ea the
loading wagon Jcept moving, the rest followed very well,
and got aoross much better than eny orme supposeds The
mles freguently got into the quicksandjy but the extrae
duty men being stationed in the river at the worst pleces,
wore ready to give immediate assistances 8uch wns the
course adopted, and the trains were all passed over in
safetys Out of 160 teams we lost but two mules, which were
drowned in resroscing the river: being compelled to return
againgt the ocurrent, they often bscame entangled in their
harnees.

It wes the estonighment of all that more accidents
did not teke place; for it was not uncommon to see teamsters
down in the water at the same time with the mules, and so
entangled with the harness thnt 1% appeered impossible to
extricate theme  To meke it more disagreeable, it rained
throughout the evenings but the command all got aoross in
safoty, and encamped on the left bank of the South Fork this
evening, much to the gratification of evory one <= for we
dreaded the orossing of ti:1s stroam more than the ‘welance of
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We had with us four families, who remsined in
tholr oarriages while [pel53] passing over, and deserved
groat oredit for the finmess end presence of mind they
evinoeds for thore was not anly great dunge§ but the looks
of the muddy water, the great width, and the rapid current
of tho river, were enough to deter the stoutest heerts.

On examining tho traiyg, I wes pleased to find the stores
all eafe, having suffered but very litile demage, elthough
the river was deep enough in places for the weter to enter
the wagon bodiesy, The mules, after the labors of the even=
ing, wore much the worse for weer, and a day's rest would be
of great sdventege %o them, as the grezing wese very good
et this places Inving reported their comdition, an order
was issued for the 2d and 3d squadrons to move on the 16th,
and the let at 12 o'clook to-morrow,

I oxamined this morning the lodge referred to yese
terdays It wae of & oonicel form, made of dressed buffale
skins, nlcely stretohed over sixteon cotionewood poless
There were lnside, the remains of an Indisn lying on the
ground, and covered with & buffalo ekin pinned to the ground
with smell wooden staless A suell sceffold was erected over
the bLody, supporting whet appeered to be a pack, and seversl
anall trinkets, that were formerly worn by the deceesads
On the outer side of the lodge, end out of our reech, there
wore geveral strends of hair, indicsting the number of .
soalps teken by him; and, from the great care in which overys
thing wae arrenged, & inferred he wes some greet chief,

: The dirt was carefully throwm up eround the lodge,
and, strange es it mey seom, the wolves hed not in the least
dlsturbed its An old United States flag was guspended from
the top of the lodge, much torm, by the effects of the wind,
apringt the points of the poless Some emigrant hed cut a
emell hole alout two inches long in the lodge, to gratify, no
doubt, his prying curiosity, which we found to be very cone
venient for the same purpose,

I¥ 1s e ouriocus faot, that in no instence will one
netien digburl the demd of amother, or anything thet ney be
about them, not even when et wers The Indians desorve great
oredit for the respéct they show their deads Faoh tribe has

its omn peculiar mode of burial, end in meny respeots they
are very similar }
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&n order wae givem that the ledge shiould not bde
dinturbod, which was very proper, as there might have been
some thoughtless pwreons who would not have clneidered it
a vory heinous eff'ence to heve telen & besubtiful pipe, for
e nurioaity. wiiich wes iymg on tho secaffold inside the
lodges

' June lde == The geoond end 4+ . lrd -quadrom rGw
meined here ali day, the Cirsc léaving et 12 me Towday wes
passed in unlosdiug, drying, end preparing everything fopr
to=morrow, Ve had now been out thirtyefive dare from Fort
Leavenworth, and much longer them it should have taken; but
the miles were poor, and several deys were lost in wmting
for the besf el.ttloo .

Ve now began to feel as if the journey had really
comnenced; having oroseed the South Fork of the Platte, we
had no more obstecles to pass botmaen here and Fort laramie.

June 16y == We left our onocampment this morning
at 5-e'clock, oros:ing the "divide" betweem the forlsy. This
io & high level preirie, until you epproach near the Plstte,
where you etrike Ash Holleow, a deer revine thet runs to the
river, and is sbout two.miles longs The oocuntry about it is

very broken, and we were oonpelled Yo let the wagons dowm
into 4% by [ps164] ropes« In this hollow there are a few
ash trees and dwerf oedars. The bluffe are very broken,
‘and oomposed of rotten limsetone and sand, which are gene
erally the oomposition of those along the rivers

It reined last night very hard, making the roesds .
heavy, until the mldile of the day, wvhen 1t cleared off and
becams very pliesants Ve encamped on the North Platte this
evening at 6 ©'clook, having merched twertywtwo miles, end
accomplishing the distanoce without any diffioulty, losing .
not more than three hours in leVting down the wagome. Ve
‘found the reavine wery undy, as woll 8 the bank of the
river equally sos

- 1 saw, while orouing the prairie, a large herd
of bufialoy but valuing my horse muoch more than the pleage
the ohese, I passed without disturbing thems They
were the last met vlth until miv.’.n; at Dur orocks

~ The country in the vieinity of tho North Fork is
entirely destitute of wood, bud in this respect it does not
differ from that elready passed overy The river is mush
narrower than the SBouth Fork, but less muddy, and differs
materially in the formation of its bluffs, whioh, in many
instences, beoome rugged, steep, and frequently approsch
nenr the bank of the river, meking the valley in pleces
Very narrows
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The grass was very soaros this evening, oom=-
pared with that at the orossing of the South Platte,

June 164 <~ The dey was very windy and olear,
making it & Iine day for travellingz. The road was exe
tremely sandy, which made the hauling very heavy. We
oommenced our march at 6 Ofclock in the morning, and
stopped in the afternoon at § o'elook, having travelled
only eighteen miles. ’

I was oalled on to~day to assist an emigrating
pprty, oonsisting of & women, her son, deughter, and son
pn law, all of whom were too slck to attend to their
wagons I placed one of the extra=duty men with them for
the day, to drive until they were able to hire some one,
or take charge themselves.

We passed many emigrants to-dey, who were very
much dissouraged at their condition; for while the greate
er portion were sick, others begsn to oconsider it a hope~
less undertaking, and many were turning bask, who brought,
a8 might heve been expeoted, discouraging news of the
sountyry ahesd,

It was very evident that out of the immense
emigration that had left the Missouri, thers were & great
number who must suffer before they sould possibly reach
their place of destination, or where assistance might be
given thems As to the little they received from the troops,
it was merely temporary; for large numbers required the
same, and it was Impossidble to render them all eny material
aids besides, it would have hasarded the acoomplishing of
our own journeyto heve attended to their wants,

I will not here attempt to zive any deseription
of the sufferings of these people, as I should be compelled
Yo diverge too much from the narrative whioh I am required
to give of what appertained simply to the oommand. The
publie prints, in different ports of the country, have long
gince given a detalled account of their sufferings, and I
can only say that they were not at all exeggerated. (ur
encempment this evening was made between the river and the
bluffs, and the grasing along here was very indifferent,

June 17, =« Ve started at six o'elock this morne
ings The roed lay along [pe155] the river, and passed over
& much higher and more rolling country than yesterday.
After a march of twenty mules, we came in sight of the Lone
Tower and Chimney Rock: the former is about six miles from
our encampment, and to the left of our roads the latter
could just be seen, and was still one day's merch from us,
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although, from the state of the atmosphere, it uppurod
but & very short distence.

‘ Our road to=day led by a hill where the Indiana
ocompany hed interred three men == Russell, Judson, and
Phillips =~ who died with the sholera, on the 14th, 16th,
end 17th inst., while enceamping at this placey; As this
hill 1s somewhat prominent, it will be a landnark here-
after for future travellers who pass this way.

The grass for our animals this evening was vory
good at our enoampment, whioh was on the banks of the
Platte, The evening was delightful, with every prospect
of a fine dey to-morrows

June 184 == Thé morning was oalm, and warm. Ve
started at O o'clook, and I visited the Ltm Tower on the
routes it is about two hundred feet high, and stends alone
on the prairies It has muoch the appearance of ea tower or
0old ruin, as you approasch it, and no dobut was cmnece oone
nected with the high range of bluffs that pass the Chimmey
Rock, twenty miles from herej but at present it stands en-
tirely slone, the renge of bluffs not being within two
miles of its A small stream passes its base, which, after
winding through & valley about three miles wide, empties
into the Platte, near where we encamped last night,

We encamped this evening three miles from Chimney
Rook, on the banks of the Platte, after a day's march of
twonty miles, where we found very good greszing.

June 19¢ == I visited Chimney Roock this morning,
as the command wended its way along the river, The Column
did not appear to be more than fifty feet high, and is eom~
posed of light clay, whioh I found to be extremely soft,
and the same oomposition as that of the bluff's near 1t and
the Lone Tower. From the base of the hill om whioh it
stands, 1% 1s probably over two hundred feet high.

There 18 no reason to doubt that this column of
earth onoe belonged to the bluffs whioh are very near it,
and by time, and the assistance of the elements, has been
worn into its present forms When approsohing it, it takes
e variety of forms -~ sometimes that of en old ruin, then
a very sharp eonej but, after all, more the shape of a
ohimmey than enything I cen compare it to. The variety of
forms which are seen proceed from the winding of the roed,
and the position of the bluffs about 1it,

' We left the river soon after passing i%, and
resched a valley near gaott's Bluffs, where we made our
encampment for the night, having travelled twon‘by-throo
miles.
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The seenery for the last two days has been very
pitouresques The hills are muoh higher eand more broken
then any we have geen on the march, and begin to chenge .
the monotony whioh we have had so oonstantly since leavin
Fort Kearny.

This evening we suffered for water, having only
a snall spring for two squadrons, sand the water used for
the horses ocame from mud-holes which we found near the
oamps Wood, as usual, was very socaroce, but we obtained
enough in the valley for our use, thet had been swept from
the hills by the hesvy rains whioh frequently fall during
the summeres What was found, prineipally consisted of dwarf
oedar and pines We had but very [p.166] 1ittle for our
horses at this enqampment, and the grass began to ochange as
rapidly es the face of the country.

June 20s == Previous to reaching our encampe
ment lest evening, we had a heavy shower of rain, accompe
anjed by hail, whioch made it very oool this morning. Ve
got under way at 6 o'elock, and after passing up the valley
about five miles, ascended the first high hill since leav-
ing Fort Leavenworth. This is partly covered with cedar,
whioh was the first we had met with on the march. There
is also e spring of delightful cold water which we should
have reached last evening, but, from the want of a proper
kmowledge of the oountry by the guide, we failed to do so.
Here was & blaoksmith's shop and tradingshouse, built in
the btrue log csbdn style, whioh made us all feel as if we
were in reality epproaching once more & civilised race.

Shortly after asecending the hill, we ocame in
sight, for the firs{time, of Laramie's Peak, which belongs
to the range of Black Hills, and was probably eighty miles
from uss The soenery is very beautiful from the topy of
this hill, presenting to the view mountains, hills, end
valleoys, in every direotion, changing entirely the soenery
whioh we had been so long acoustomed o0, and oonvinced us
that we were in reality approsehing the Rooky mountains,

80 long talked ofy I do not kmow when I have witnessed a
more delightful sight. The rcad from here begen gradually
to desoend, until towards the olose of the evening, when we
arrived on the banks of Horse oreek, and made our encampe
ment for the night, acoomplishing to day a distence of nine-
teen miles, It remained oool all day, whioch made it very
pleasant for travelling, end we got on without mueh dife
fioulty.

+ One of our temmsters ran off this morning, btek=
ing with him a publio mules A party was dispatohed in
pursuit of him, but finding that he was slosely followed,
he took to the hills, and succeeded in escaping: Another
matinied to~day, and threatened to shoot one of the agents:
he was plaoced in olose oonfinement, and taken to Fort
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Laramie, where he was left, to be sent baok to Fort Leaven-
worth by the first conveysnoe. This was the commencement
of diffioulties with the teamsters, who began to show signs
of insubordination, and it was feared, ss we approached the
South Pass and Salt Lake, that many of them would leave us.
For my part, I placed very little dependence in any of them,
and would not have been surprised to have sesn them leave at
any moment. ,, ‘

; June 2ls == Before arriving in camp last evening,

we orossed & very miry creek, that gave us a great deal
of troubles We were frequently required to haul the nules
out of the mud, besides breaking several of the wagons, It
weakened the teams more in orossing this stream, than the
distance travelled singe orossing the South Platte, We got
off at 6 o'clocky the morning was fine, but bid fair to be
very warm through the days The bluffs were very broken, and
the road sandys This proved to be the warmest day experi-
enced since ocommeneing our marehe It had rained but very
1ittle sinoe orossing the South Fork, whioh made it very
dustys Our road toedey passed close along gdder the bluffs,
which intercepted the breesze, and made it almost suffocating,
In eddition to this, the musquitoes and buffalo gnats were
very annoying to the animals and men; we had been much
troubled with them over since leaving Fort Kearny, We en~
camped on the Platte this evening, at § o'closk, having
(ps157] travelled nineteen milse, which was s good day's
Journey, ageinet the heavy, dusty road passed over, and the
heat we were oompelled to supports

It was at this place that we got wood for the
first time since the 9th instent, and the men seemed esger
to gether it for fear of a soarcity the next day, Our
sanimals fared very badly at this encampment, ae they had
for the last three days; and it was fortunate we were so
near Fort laramie, wheore it was in oéntemplation to rest,
for our mles were fast giving out and the cavayard was
daily inoreasing,

June 224 == The morning was fine, Having pre~
pared for the march, we left our encampment at 6 o'tolock,
and arrived at Laramie's oreek at 2 o'clook ps me, where
the tradingeshouse is located, It was excessively warm and
dusty; elthough wo had & light ghowsruduring the night, it
had but little effect in laying the dust.

’ /

. Fort laramie is situsted on Laramie's creek o
rapid stroam, about sixty yards wide, with a firm, pebbly
bottoms This stream rises among the Bleck Hills to the
wost, and falls into the North Platte, about half a mile
below the fort.
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. This fort is built in the form of a quadranguler
figure, end of unbaked olay, or adobesjy the wall is about
twonty feet high, with a small palisading on a part o6f ite
There are two bleckehouses at the sorners, dlagonally from
each othery Over the msin entrance, which faces the river,
there is also another small blookehouses The buildings
are made inalde, the wall forming a part of thems They are
vory small, and have but few oomforts to recommend them.

There are no trees sabout the fort to protect it
from the rays of the sun, which are refleoted from the
surrounding hills. It is no meens & handsome location,
the ecenery of the edjacent country being entirely intere
septed by small barren hills, whioh form the valley of"
Laramie’s oreeks The hunting at this pleoe has generally
been very good, and its only attraotidm; but even this has
greatly diminighéd since the emigraents -have made 1% thu
great thoroughfnro to Oregon end California,

‘There is fine gresing on laramle's oreek, where
hay mey be gathered in the falls Wood 1s scarce inmediately
in the viocinity of the fort, but pine and oedar may be proe=:
cured on the hills aoross the Platte, about eight miles
above here,

We hed now arrived at Fort Laramie, 639 -miles
from Fort leavenworth, & point where the govermment has
established a military post; wheare two companies of the
rifle regiment were stetiomed, which was to be e resting
plece for us for a few dayss Our train ocould now be over-
hauled and repaired, leeving such wagons as might be dis~
pensed with, and mules that were broken down and unfit to
oontinue the journeys There was still plenty of time for
them to be reoruited and sent back to Fort leavenworth be-
fore the fall,

Sinee leaving Fort Kearny, we had travelled 327
miles, over s bad road, which in dry weather does not pre=-
sent one obgtacle, but in the rainy sesson, it 1s extreme=
ly heavy and very severe upon teemsj in euch weather,I
think it worse then the road from Fort Leavenworth to Fort
Kearnys -There are many deep gullies which require repaire
ing, but & small party can always render them passeble by
being & 1little aheed, Water is generally to be had through
the day, es the river is frequently touched, and is always
in striking distence, except at Seott's Bluffs, where you
leeve it, and do not strike it again for forty mihl. ipelb8])
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From the lst of June, our time was made very une
pleasant by constant rains; it made the roads very heavy
and the heuling extremely hards Vood is not to be proe
oured from the time you leave Fort Kearney until you errive
at this plece, and nothing is to be seen but the naked
valley and boundless prairies, in whatever direction the
eye is turned.

There is a little more varlsty after arriving on
the Worth Platte, eas I have steted in my deily marchea; the
high bluffe on the banks of the river, as well as the several
broken ranges in thé vieinity of Chimney Rook and Scobt's
Bluffe, are & 1ittle relief after tho greo.t moncbony whioh we
have so long looked upm.

CHAPTRR IXI

(pe188] March from Fort Laramie to Independence Rock, on
Swoot Wator River, 104 miles.

Juno 284 == The dny wee fine, and every possible
arrangement was being mede for a speedy departure. The whole
train was overhauled to-day; t:e elerks were kept busily en=-
gaged until 11 o'oloeck at night erranging papers, so as to
be ready for the march.

- I regret to say that the dissatisfeotion the

pert of the teamsters was becoming more manifest, ma i%
necessary to place enother in iroms who had openly resisted
the authority of those placed over him, Indifferent as I
found them, I do not lnow what we should have done without
them, for the soldiers were rew reoruits == gome, not speake
ing the English language, were not capable o teking care of
one horse, much less & team of six muless, Although their
threats were regarded as of né importance, still wo were in
e oountry where there was neither lew nor orders I theree
fore left him at Fort Laramie to be sent baock, thinking it
by far the better plan to get olear of such diseffected men,
a8 the example whioh they set did not tend to benmefit the
others, who, in msny instances, wore disposed to do their
du‘by.

The commanding officer of this post released them
a fow days after we left, ommsidering, I presume, he had no
authority to keep them in oconfinemont, and they followed the
sommand end the emigrating parties, stealing whenever an
opportunity offered, They stole several mules from the oom=
mends Ome of the thieves was teken twicej but the guard not
being vigilant enough to seoure him, he wae allowed to
esoRpos




My labors with the ocommand were daily inocreasing)
both the egents and myself: were required constantly om the
alerts This was done until we were completely worn dowm,
although I was fortunate enough to be blessed with health,
which kept me. in the saddle from the time I commonced my
Journey unt:ll I arrived at the Dalles, on the Columbie
rivers

June 24s »= I was agreeably surprised 4o find that the
oxetooms thet had started from Fort Esarny with subsistence
stores on the third of June, had arrived in very good order.
It was not my intention, when they firat started, to tale
them any furtherj; but their condition was eo mich better,
compared with the miles thet I determined to push them on
to Fort Hall, They orossed Laramie's oreek this evening,
having given the wagon master [ps159]) orders to move with
such emigrents as are rezular in their daily mohes, and
not to be governed by us,

This was e very fine day, although much warmer

than heretofores The olerks worked hard throughout the day,
and vory leto toenipht, to pet everything in readiness by
the morning, so es to leaves All the gtores were overhsuled,
and inventories taken of themj besides the papers connested
with the property left at this place, as well as the report
of our maroh made %0 the head of the Quertermaster's departe
ments I turned over to the soting assistant quartermaster
at Fort laremie twenty wagons and ons hundred and twe:ty
miles; also other property for the use of the post, and re-
ported the train in reeadiness to move in the merning, Have
ing oompleted the lebors of the day, and the writing whioh
was necessery to Le done, be eleven o'olock et night we
retired to red pretty well fatigued.

June 254 == The squadrons left -at six, half-past.
eix and seven o'olook this morning, all be ing roudy before
the first squadron orossed leramie's oreeks This stream
was very high, end up to the wagon bodies, whioh demaged e
litble Gome of the stores.

- Having ell got ecross without any accident, it
may be said that we had now falrly started again, not to
stop before reaching Fort Hall, & distence nearly equal to
that which we hed travelled, and by far worse; for wo were
to pass over spurs of mountains, end through 2 broken, hilly
country, almost destitute of grass} and without overdoming
;11 this, our journey oould hardly be expected to be acoomp~-

igheds
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We had now commenced a journey over an entire new
country, filled with hills and velleys, and in many pleces
broken and rugged, which was %o ceuse us much labor and
fatigues Our rond was e very rough one to=dey; mounteins
were to be seen at a distence reering their heeds far
the cloude, presenting e scene which wae beautiful to look
upon, and edmomished us that what we had still to contend
with would not be accomplished without much toll end sufe
t’or!.n*let enly to ourselves, but more particularly our anie
mals. b ' "

e ocontiinued our journey emong the berren hills .
until we ceme to & deep sendy revine, through which the heavy
rains from smeng them pass into the North Platte, probebly
oight miles from the forts On the right side of the roed,
and about thres hundred yurds below whore it orosses the .
roevine, there ig & fine apring thet breeks from the side of
the hill and affords sn sbundence of water: The men mede
&n excavation that oolleoted a suffiolent quantity in a few
mirutes for the whole commands It was very refreshing, bee
ing the first we had met with since the morming, and by no
moang warm, although not ea oold as springs generally are .
among the hills. ;

The road turns @ little to the left, and lesads
through & deep gorge, ascending e high stesp hill, covered
with cedar and dverf pine. After reeching the top you
egein strike the preirie; end ebov§ three miles from here
we took a road to the right, commonly inown es the Mormon
treil. It had been but little trevelled tule year, and there
was every prospeot of meeting with better grazing for cur
animals for the next two daye, than by following the rosd
vhioh leeds towards the mountein renge, slthough it was much
more rugged than the old trail, - _

VWie made our encampment on & small streem in a very
broken part of the country, having on its banke a little cote
tonewoods DBefore reaching it we hed & very hesvy rain, ace
companied by hail, whioh certainly fell [pe160] faster than
I have experienced for some time, making & hill which we had
to decend very diffioult for the treins I dcubt if this rain
will ever bs forgotten by those who were exposed to it, ss it
was among the last of any irportencs until we arrived at Forb
Venoouver, on the Columbia river, It lastedudut a short time,
ad wes vory partial, as the rear division got none of it

The water came in torrents from the hilles While
erossing the bottom beyond the areek we met it rolling on,
halfeleg deep, to the stream belows The ravines, which a
few minutee before were dry, soon became filled, and the dry
bed cn the oreck which we had just passed was made suddenly
& lerge streem. :

The evening cleared off, and the nisht was very
pleasant, The distance merohed to~-day was twenty-one miles,
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The mules and horses were very much fatigued, as the rosd
throughout the day passed over hills and valleys that wers
very rough, and entirely different from any day's merch
sinoce the commencement of the journey,

_ July 264 == The road this morning passed along a
narrow ridges m after getting under wey at the usual hour,
Captain Tucker and myself decended a deep valley, being en-
tirely surrounded by perpendicular rockss There is a small
canon whioh led to the river, which 1s the ocutlet to the
water whioh we f-und in this small vailey, and aoccumilates
prinoipally from e epring at the head of it,

, There was very fine grasing in it, siffiocient for
two thousand horses, with fine water rumning entirely ‘
through it, whioh came from the springs As the view of
this place, from the road, was intercepted by othar small
hills and ravines, there are but few who ever notioce iti
Here I got poesession of a fine pair of elk horms, which,
from the sige, induced me to ocarry them to the Columbia
river, and thence to Washington, as they are probebly the
largest ever brought from the mountains.

This day's msroh brought us to Horseshoe aoreek,
near Heber's spring, after a maroch of fifteen miles, where
we prooured wood, water end grass in the greatest plenty.
This surpassed any enocamping ground we hed met with since
starting on the marches The grasing at Fort laramie was
oertainly very excellent, but nothing to compare to this,
The ocountry, although uneven, was not very herd to travel
over to=day, and we oampleted our journey by two o'clock pam.

I received orders this evening, from the commending
officer, to £it out Colemel Porter with materials to pre-
pare a raft at the lormon ferry, on the North Platte, now
eighty=seven miles from use Although late at night, it was
oimpliodl with, end he left the next morning early for thet .
place, :

- June 274 -« Thds morning was very pleesant, after
a slight ghower of yeaterday evenings, We proceeded along a
level road to-day, until we again struck the river, at a
grove of cotton=wood trees, about twelve miles fron where we
encamped last night, S§inoe leaving Fort Laramie we had
travelled but 1little on the Platte, being separated from it
by high rocky cliffs end broken ground along its banks.

Trees were lying in every direction at the cottone
wood grove, laving been out down By the emigrants, the few
years previous, for food for their animalass I may be thought
a poor substitute, but the bark as well as the small limbs are
very nutritious, end have often been resorted to in this re-
gion to sustain life for months,




After crossing the Bitter Cotton-wood, and before stopping for the night we came to

the base of & hill, whers we found a large quantity of gypsum which is very nesr a stream, where

the water was lying in holes and of a very inferior quality.

*
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We oontinued up the valley a few miles, when we
left the river, not to [pe161] strike it apgein until we
ocam® near Desr ereek, whore we mizhit be required to .oross,
Our march was now through narrow gorpges, winding around
hills the whole evening, until it brought us on a ridge, .
where the oountry oould be seen in different direotions for
e long distence, Here we made our encempment for the night,
although a very poor one, as the prass was very indifferent.
Since leaving Fort Laramie, we had passed over a fine renge
of oountry for games elk and entelope abound in great nume
bere, and if time hed permitted ua to hunt them, they could
have been killed without any difficulty.

The scenery from the top of the ridge wes very
pieturesques leremie's peak end therange of Bleok Hills
could be very distinely seen, and frequently reminded me
of some of the mountein scemery I hed met with in Mexico.
I asoended several high hills, end hed a fine view of the
country as I travelled elong toedey, but there is nothing
to recommend it except the beauty of the @senery, ss the -
land is very poor and barren, being of very lirhbt soil,
and oovered prinoipally with wild sage.

June 28, == The morning was lear and mild, e
did not ocomuence our merch until 7 o'clocke The roed led
along the ridge for some distance, then pmssing into deep
revines and over high hills, where our route oovld be seen
twenty miles aheads At suoh plages 1t was very distinetly
marked, as the soil is of a reddish omst, being & mixture
of red marl and sand.

About the middle of the day we arrived et a rapid
stream, called the Bitter Cotton wood, whioch 1s about thirty
feet wide, and the water very fine, Previous to reaching it,
the roed becems very sandy and diffiocult to get over. There
is a fine 00ld spring to the right as you enter it which is
seldom seens After erossing the stream the rosd ren along
the left Lank for several miles, when it egain turned in
among the hills and ravines, and, at the end of our day's
Journey, we arrived at the base of a renge of high hills,
which might be mere properly called a mountain spur, where
water could only be obtained by digping for its This is
commonly lnown as the Spring branch. ilere we mede our enwe
campment , having travelled twentywune miles.

*

There 1s much bitter ootton-wood on the stream we
firet passed to-day, from which it takes its nemes With
the exception of this, we have met with no wood of any ime
portances the hille and valleys being entirely destitute of
anything like vegetation, execept artemisia.

Juns 29, »= Our roed to-day passed over a dreary
and uninteresting route =~ more so than any since leaving
Fort Laremies The Hills are not so high as you approach the
Platte, but entirely barren. Nothing was to be seen but the
artemisia, or wild sage, whioh is extremely uninteresting,
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having neither beauty nor usefulness to recommend it, and
its oder by no means pleaseants We wore now destined to
travel a very long distance where this shrub was constante
ly to be seen, and in greater quantity than had already
been met with, for it may be said that we had just entered
it, as it was not very plenty or large, compared with what
we afterwards met with on the route. :

There must be something in the oomposition of the
earth particularly {ps162] adapted to its growth, for, whene
ever grass was soaree, we invariably found it in greet
quantitiess I have travelled for days, before reaching the
Columbia river, where nothing oould be seen on the highlands
and plains but the artemisia, which for miles looked es if
the whole country had been cleared of all other vepstation to
make room for it, .

The morning was olear, and the day throughout very
warm, The command was deteined by the Wnting of horsee and
miles, whioh was usually the case, but more so this morning,
With all this, we accomplished twentyesix miles. As it was
necessary to reach the river, we were told to get grass for
our horses, but we enocamped at the mouth of Deer oreek, where
grasing wes even worse than might have been found at. some of
the streams whioch we sroseed towday, having orossed severalj

one of whioch wme the Bonte, a fine, olesar, rapid little
stream, which ceme from the Blaok Hills, and falls into the
Platte about ten miles from weere our trail orosses ite

The routs to=day was very well watered by these
streems, which waas the omly recommendation it had, es the
soil and face of ths counbry have been the same sinoe leawvw
ing the fortes We gzotin .very late +this evening; twentywone
miles vas a long maroh, as well as & werm one, end the ine
different grezing for the last two days and the heavy heule
ing over this uneven ocountry had weakened our animals very
mich, and jaded them oonsiderablys Seven of our teams rave
out te=day, whioh was very diseouragings but our comsolation
was, thet while we wors orogsing the river it would enable
them to beoome Sufficiently rested to pass over the darren
region which 1des between the ‘latte and the Sweet Water,
where better grass would be obtained, as the valley of the
Sweet Water had been heretofore noted for it, as well as for
1%s good water.

It was too late in theevening, after arriving at
oamp, to examine the fountry around usy the horses and mules
were therefore staked out, to do as well as they oould fopr
the night, intending to take them to the base of the moun=-
tains in the morning, which was seven milds distant, This
will , no doubt, appear a long distance to drive animals to
obtain grasing; but suoh was the state of the country this
soason, that it became necsssary to do it to prevent starve-
tion, and it will give some ides of what we were {requently
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oompelled to resort to on thia mareh for the pnuomtim of
our horses and mules,

June 30s == Although the morming was vory please
ant, we 44T not lemve oamp until halfepast goven, es the
horses and mules hed scattered in every direction emong the
hills, having got but very 1little last night, efter a long
day's marchs It was our intention to go dbut & faw miles toe
day, where we would be nearer the base of the mountains,
Lieutenant Frost and Palmer left oamp early to examine the
range, and did not overteke us until we errived et Crooked
Muddy oreek, a dintanoo of ten miles from our encampment this
mornings

Ve enoamped on this ¢reek, and sent the miles and
horges to where there was very good pasturage, ebout seven
miles off, and had them guarded by the teemsters while there,
The river presented a very busy soene; emigrents were orossw=
ing in eeveral plaoes,while others wers engaged in oonstruote

ing rude rafts of dry logs, whioh are attached together and
pleoss pinned aoross to oonfine them. By plesing at the
end two oars, wilch are used eas sweeps they are propelled te
the opposite side, descending at the same +ime partly with
the currents After raching the [ps163] opposite eide, e

yoke ¢of oxen are atteched to it, and it 1s carried up the
strean suffiolently fer, so thrt, when let loose it reaches
the point where 1t originally started from by the force and
offects of the ourrent and the eld of the osrs¢ The wagone
are taken apart, snd 1t generally tskes about three trips to

oarry over one wegon and its loads This you will perceive 1s
very slow work, and would be gtill more 8o with e train as
iarge as the one with use

July le == The comnand remeined here to-dey, it
being extremely werm, and et the seme %time would give us an
opportunity of rest ng, being the first dey we had stopped
sinee leaving lFort laramies I wout to the base of the moune
tains, accampanied by Mr, Dudley, and had a very unpleasant
ride, o8 the ground between the river and mounteins is very
roughs We saw antelope in great numbers, ead ocne or two buf-
falo, which we chased for two or three miles, but being bLetter
sble to clear the gullieg and difficult pleces than we were,
they soon left us out of sishs, for although large end
aspparently unwieldy, they are extremely sotive. It wes in
this ohase thot I saw Miller, one of my wagon-masters, for
the last time, as he wog selsed with the cholera after ree
turning to his camp, where the mules were gresing, and died
in a few hourss lie was a vory effiolent man, and a great
loss to mes In the morning he was as well as any belonging -
to the trein, and had been sent out to teke eharge oi' the
party who were guarding the mules; but before the sun went




dom, he was no longer among the living, but resting
quietly in his greves This wes the last case of oholers,
I believe, which occurred in the commend, mueh to the
gretificetion of every ome, for it was by no means & please
ing refleotion to think we were surrounded by e disease
whioh oarried off the strongest without a moment‘'s warning.
This renge of mountains wes thieckly ocovered with
oeder and pine, where lumber for publie purposes could be
easily obteincds There is ocal on Deser oreek, end along
the wvalleys In one of the hills, near the Crooked lMuddy
oreek, I disoovered it myself, and I heve no doubt it may
be foud in greet quantities, Having returned to cemp,
orders were given for the third divigion tc oross at this
plage, while the first and second should move up the river
to the Mormon ferry, where we might attempt to eross on
rafts, or use ths ferry, It was not far, as the distanee
was only eleven miles from here,

The Colonel and myself left camp ebout six

o'olocﬁ.m., for the purpose of reashing Colonel Porter's

nt, and heving travelled edbout eight miles, diverged
from the road towerds the base of the mountains, when, after
riding some time, we came to the place which he had lef¢
this mornings Where to find him we did not know, as the
guide to the oamp was completely lost, Having wandered
ab-ut for some hours, we again reached the river, end arrived
et the Mormon ferry about twelve o'oclook at night. At this
plece we learned that the party we were in searoh of was up
the river about fouy miles; we pursued our journey, and,
after winding emeng the ocotton-wood trees end the bends of
the rivers, found them et halfwpast one o' olook in the morn~
inge It was a bright moonlight night, and with the excepte
ion of being lost, and the fear of not finding the party bee
fore the next morning, the ride was by no means unpleasant,

: July 24 == The morning wae cloar and quite cool
before sunrises The reft wes hastily put together, and every
preparation mede for orossing the [pel64] river; but it was
soon found that the length of time, and the injury which

the property would eustein by exposure, would not justify

it, when the Mormon ferry oould be hire¢ for $4 per wagon,
and the same guarantied to be delivered, with its load, om
the other side of the river in safety. The raft was theree
fore abandoned, and the ferry hired,

July S« «= This evening several wagons of the
first division were orossed, and instruotions given by me
t0 have the mules of the first divigion train swem aoross
early in the morning, which was aocordingly dones The day, -
though warm was very pleasant, but the mornings end nights
wore getting quite cool.
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July 4. == Previous to leaving our en-
oampment, whioh was about five miles from the ferry,
a paertial stampede took place among our horses, Gre=
ated by a general stampede of those from the tirst
division. They had been turned loose to oross the
river, but evinced no disposition to do so; and
af ter making several efiorts to get them over, %hey
broke through the command, running at full speed in
different directiongs -~ some towards the base of the
mountaing, and others up the river, passing by our
;noampmon%, and taking with them a number of our
orses. o

It was in this stampede that one of my
riding horses played a conspicuous part. He was
hobbled by his fore-legs, so as to range about camp,
believing him perfectly eecure; but I was soon con=
vinced that thig mode of hobbling horses was no pre-
vention againgt their running off, for he ran with
them geveral miles, and was not very far behind the
gang., They were, ﬁowovar, turned and brought beck,
after having run for several hours. ,

This etampede wse very injurious to the
horses, and they showed the bad effecte of it = few
daye later, My horse was brought back with hies legs
much cut by the hobbles, and was more injured by 1t
than by the march from Fort Leavenworth, and did not
recover throughout the journey.

: From the time the troops commenced the
mzroh the horses and mules had never been allowed
%0 run loose, but were staked out at the temination
of each day's meroh, and now finding themselves free,
were extremely difticnlt to manzge. The proper .
sourege would have been %o have supplied f%ﬂ!:ﬁﬂhklﬂl
for the horses of each company; and by allowing them
to ran%o around camp én the prairies, where grazing
vas not difficult to procurve, they would very soon
h:zve become used to them, and could at any time have
been turned out without the fear of their running off;
but I am oompelled here to remark, in connexion with
thie subjeot, that there was not one hobble along,
nor could I #ind in the whole train a bell, which ie
frequently required in herding animals, when 1% be~
comes neoessary, from the scarcity of graes, to turn
thevloose,

The hills, or, more properly epeaking, the
range of mountains, whioh are a continuation of the
Black Hills, apprbach the river at this place within
four miles, and are thiokly covered with very fine

pine and cedar, and the hills and valleys beyond are




also covered with timber of the same kind, Thip is
& great place for dbuffalo and game of every des-
oription. It 1s sald thet grizzly bears are found
here quite numerousg; they were geen and shot at by
the emigrante, but none of our command were go
fortunate as to come across them here, or &n any
part of the journey, Lzrge herds of buifalo were
seen towards the head of Deer creekj but as our time
did not justify any delay, or that we sghould waste
the gtrength (p.l6g of our horges, which were ale
ready in a poor condition, we had to forege the
pleasure of chaeing then,

This morning a fine elk came within gune
shot of our camp. le was chased by a party of us
into the mountasinsg, without being euccessful in
killing him, alithough he was shot at. The black
talled deer are quite numerous about here, but it
wag difficult to find them witnout oroesing the
range, which would have oocupied muoch umore time
thaen we could convenlently loss.

The graging on Deer oreek, and alony the
bage of the mountains towards the head of Little Muddy
oreek, is extromely good, and there is everytiing
here %o recommend it as a pleasant location for a
poet ghould the station be ohanged from Fort Laramle,
It brings the Yroops nearer to the South Pass, where
the Indiane on war parties often frequent, and probe
ably would be more digposed to commit depredations
here than at any other point between Fort Laremie and
Bear river., An excursion could be taken by the troops,
during the summer, along the 8Sweet Water, where their
horsee would have fine grazing, and woul& give them
sn opportunity of secouring the base of the Wind River
mountaine, where they would most probably meet the
Orow Indiang, About the mouth of Deer oreek, and
along the river for fifteen miles, the emigrants
commeroe erossing; and by establishing a geod ferry
here by the $roops, it would pay for the erection of
a post, if the emigration should continue for a few
years-ionger ag large as it was thisg year; for the
price of orossing the Mormon ferry varies from §3 to
$4 a wegon.

The morning was fine, but very cold at five
o'clock, The temperature of the nightes and mornings
at thig place was sufficliently cold to make it neces~
sary %o resort to fires to keep ourselves oomfortable,
although in the middle of the day it is generally very
worm. The first divieion succeeded in orossing to
day, and the seocond moved down to the ferry, towards

the olose of the evening, and oommenced %o oross.
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This wae the manner in which the Fourth of July was
gpent by the command, while throughout the country,
in every city and hamlet, it was kept as a day of
rejoicing, We had tried to reach Independence Rock
in time to spend it there; but owing to our great
detention immediately after leaving Fort Kearny, we
zero mfortunately prevented from doing so, by %hroo
2V 8.

July B, =« The second divielon orossed
ovey five o eir wagone lagt evening., This morne
ing, at quurtex after four o'elock, we commenced to
ferry the remainder, and finished at two o'clook p.m.y
and made our encampment on the hill immediately above’
the landing, where we remained for the day.

e An order was 1ssued this morning for the
divieione to travel ome day spart. The scaroity of
grass through the country whioh we were about to
travel over, rendered it necesgary to adopt aome
plan of this kind, The face of the country having
entirely changed since leaving Fort laramie,it was
only at certain points An ocur day's marches here=
after that grass oould be prooured, and even then
in limited quantities,

' The first division commenoad 1ts mrrch
this morning. Our mules were driven out about three
miles from camp, being by far better than on the
banks of the river, where they were guorded during
the day, and kept until the morning. ‘ »

In croesing the river yesterday we woere

go unfortunate ae to have two men drowned; one of
whom, wishing to get something from the opposite
J%‘l gide, rode his horse intc the river, and

ing fully equipped for the march, no sooner
reached deep water than both man and horse went down.
In the other case, one of the rafts was loaded with
gaddles and men. When reaching the middle of the
stream an aocident oocurred, by the breaking of an
oar, and, being carried down the current, pro-
duced a panic among those on board, who, rushing to
one side, oareened i%, ao zes to 1nﬁuoe them to think
it wae sinking; when every man, losing his presence
of mind, jJumped overboard, and made for the opposite
eide, which they all resohed in safety but one, It
wag astonishing what little forethought and presence
of mind the men evinoed in meny instances on the maroh;
and they reminded me more of children than persons
who had arrived at the age of maturity.
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The river is not over four hundred ysrds
wide at this point, and bas a wvery rapid current.
To have attempted to oross the whole command on
raftes would have caused maoh delay, as well as the
loas of property and lives; for no emigrants cross-
edwithout losing a portion of their stores and wagons,
while others logt their lives; besides, the state of
the oountry whioch we were to pass over rendered 1%
necessary to lose no time in getting ahesad of the
great nass of emigrants who were making every effort
to push forward to get to better grazing.

; - There is but little timber along the rlatte;
the river is almost as -destitute as the upper part of
the South Fork, What there is consists in ocotton wood,
found seattered along on its banks for about fifteen
miles,

. To-day was extremely warm, the atmosphere
éry and sultry. Raing had become less frequent of
late, which made the nights cold and the middle of
the day suffooating. Ve are now fast leaving the
country for game, and a few more day's marches would
carry us to the South Paes, where buffalo and deer
are seldom seen now in large numbers; the oountry
between the mountaine being almcgt too barren to
support them, and the immense emigration driving them
from the Sweet VYater valley, whore they frequent early
in the spring, in l=rge herds, We were sgoon toc see
no more of them after leaving here Captain Granger in-
formed me that there mist have been on Deer creek one
herd of 2t le=et five thoussnd. 7This has alwaya been
congidered a great range for them, as they were seen
in gangs, 2t the time General Kearny returned from
California in 1847, to the numbsr of a million,

We oheserved, this evening, lights in the
mountaing, supposed to be made by degerters, as sig-
nal fires; for many had left the command, and we had
every reason to think that there wae a constant
commumication between them and those who oontemplated
leaving, and who were dcubtless supplied of mnights,
in many instences, by provisions from the ocommand.

MH. -= The second division commenced
the mzreh at half-past six this morning, passing up
the river, and over a very sandy road for sbout
eight miles, meking the hauling this distance very
fatiguing. It became bDetter during the day, =8 the
road leaves the river at thls point, and does not
touch 1% sgain, but passes over a rolling country
£11led with alkali ponds and srtemiss, The ponde
are covered with an incrustation of salaeratus, and
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much of i¢ ip depoeited at the bottom.

Oup margh to-~day brought us in gight of

the Red Hills, where we made cur encampment for the
evening, about a mile from the road, balow an alkall
gwamp and mineral spring. The water at this epring
is very cold, %18 and 4t taste $het of stone= :
conl, There were other springe also passed, and were
considered very deleterious, the taste being extreme-
ly disegreeabls.

This wos the firet day we had @bserved
that the cattle of the emigrants were dying, and 1%
wvas a lamentable sight to see these fine animala 1y~
ing along the road, at distances of not more than &
few nundred yards apsrt; and in one ingtance I saw
where an entire team had been strioken down where
they atood linked together to commence their daily
vork, From the FPlatte they were constantly met with
along the road, in large numbere, until we arrived at
the valley of Bear river, a distance of 300 miles,
when they began to dlmtn{ah, mach to the gratification
~of the emlgrante.

The death of these z2nimale was attributed,
by many, to the drinking of alkaline water, There
were several csuses, doubtlese, oombined, to whiech
1t might be aaorlho&; the chanpge of atmogphere, which
had become Adry and sultry since leaving Fort Laramie;
the drinking of impure water when much heated, after
o hapd days drive over a dusty rosd, filled with
alkell, As emigrants along this route commence to
inorease their marchea, being often compelled to do
g0 %0 arrive at a place wvhere prass and water may be
cbtained, and for fear of mot arriving at the end of

heir journey before the fzll, they travel with much
more repidity than the oondition of their teams
should juetify.

‘Our horses fared very badly this evening
for grass, as there was none of any importance, and
what 1little they did get was trompled down by the
horses of the first division and <¢attle belonging
to emigranta who were gtill ahesd of us. While on
the prairie, between Forts Leavenworth and Kearny,
there wag no portion of the route but what grazing
oould be had at any moment, though much better in
gsome places than at others; but such ie the forma=-
tion of the eoll, and its extreme gterility, that
vou are compelled to travel sometimes a whoie day
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before gatting to a spot where you can find the least quante
ity, and these places this spring have bean entirely con~
sumed. OQur march was eighteen miles over a very dusty road,
but we were compelled to stop here, or go further and fare
even worse. The camp was pretty well supplied with wocd,

as we proeured as much as we required for the night,

« =~ The conmand lsft at seven o'dloek, and
struck the main road two miles from owr emcumpment of last nighd,.
We continusd our journsy over a rolling coeuntry, entirely bare
ren, having no scenery to interest one in the least, until we
arrived at the Willow Spring, where we found, for the first
time today, a small stream of fine, pure, cold water, whioh
came from the head of a #mall ravine formed by several hills.

The spring takes its nsme frow the number of small willows
about it, and along the gorge where the water pavses. A

number of emigrants had collected at this place, where some 2

of them had been for several days,

§his water was, by far, better than any the emi-
grants had met with since comencing their journey, and they
seemed dimposed to make the most of it before moving forward.
We found a large numder who had emcamped sod taken their
cattle over the hille about four miles to graze, where they
represented it to be better than at the last encampment, or
any singe gras:ing the Horth Platte, This 48 not to be taken
as any proof of good grasing, for that was not to be found
among these hills; but being in the vicinity of good spring
water, which seems $0 be valued so highly by these people,
the grasz that was found was better than nothingy and, in thely
estimation, the want of Quaniliy was made wup by the quality of
the fine, cold .IBQ strgam which gushed from the base of the
hills, and, incréasing ad it passed through the garge, finds
Ats way along the hills and through these dry plains, uatil
it reaches the Platte, to whioh we had mow bid adieu for the
last $ime, dur course lesding to the northwest, while the
Platte soon turns to the south,

After winding up the gorge and asgending a ve . ltag
hill, a new scene broice upon our view. We 0culd easily see the
spurs of the mountains that formed the Sweet Watex valley,
while others ranged to the northeast, forming with the Wind
Riverpountains, 8till farther to the morth, a large and exten-
sive valley, We had & very fine view from this place of the
adjacent eountry in every directies.
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The Sweet Water valley wae bsautifully marked out by
hills until 41t reached the Platte, [The ecountry to the north was
interspersed with mountains and wvalleys, while that to the ecast
presented a broken and uneven country, entirely sterile, the
whole destitute of wood, which to scenery is so indispemsible.

It was too early in the evening to stop at the spring,
and we continued on to Greasewood greek, which comes frem the
Wind River valley, and encamped for the might. Several plaoces
were paesed in the eveing, but the water was tco impure to en~
campd " ihej were nothing more than alkaline boge. Our horses
wore taken aboui three miles from owr encampment to grase for
the night, and carefully guarded by the teamsters, who were
responsidle for theiy loss, From among them a guard was formed,
whose duty 41 was to keep watch all night, under the direction
of the wagone-masters and agents, The extra~-duty men were also
required to perfomm the esme duiy, whicl, after walking, and
frequently working pretty hard during the day, to be required
to staud watoh w.s scmetimes found %o bo severe duty, and a
1ittle more than they had contracted $o perform,

I found in a range of hills a fine specimen of coal,
whieh I was unfortunate in losing defore arriving at Fort Van~
couver, on the Columbia river. The country fram Deer areek to
the Bweet Water rives; I have me dovbt, sbounds in ¢oal in
great guantities. 1t is found on the left bank of the Platte
at the Mormon ferry, and up $o this plage the hills bear every
eign of it. The specimen I obtained to-day showed a very fair
guality, and I think it might be obtained in great quanity here.
The distauce of countiry travelled over, whare coal may be seen
in places, is about forty milea, and mo doubt somtimues entirely
across to the Wind River mountains. The train ceme in this
evening in very bad order| wany of the teams completely worn
down, and several of the mules had given out.

In this day's march of twenty<two miles there were
not less than fifty dead oxen pasded on the road, fThe grass
in every yavine was eaten to the ground, and the earth .. e~
sented o frosted appearance from the deposits of alkalij mo-
thing but wild ssge and the srmnood shrub were to be saen
8ll ovar the counitey.

The wind through the day blew verr hard, snd the
dust was so thiak st times as to hide the whole division;
both men and animales suffered very much, particularly the
teamsters, who were unsble to avoid it. required the w:agons
to be kept some distance apart, 80 as to escape as much as




possible the heavy clouds of dust that were constantly kept
up through the whole day. It was very cold during the day,
and, the wind sweeping over the snowecapped peaks of the ¥Wind
River mountains, «169] which were not far off, made it as
unpleasant as if had been the middle of Ostober. lNo wood
was 30 be had on this stream but the astemisia and grease~
wood, which were used, and answered as a very good substi~
tute.

¢ Last night was very cold, and a good fire of
o2k wood would have been acesptable. The morning was clear,
and 1t continmued cold. We got off at 8 o'clogk, snd after pass=
ing along a level but sand plain for eleven miles, arrived at
Independ#nge Hock, which had besn the theme of ocnversation
with us ¢inee leaving Fort Laramie, It was a spot often spok-
en of by thaee who had passed before us, and kncyn s8 a grest
redtingwplace, and made scmewhat noted by emigrants who had
been fortunate enough to be there on the 4th of July. We ox-
pected %0 have reached it this year by the 4th instant, but,
from unforeseen circumstances, were prevented from doilng §0.

It is ilnmediately on the Sweet Water river, leaving
only sufficient room for the road to pass, It is of granite,
and about five hundred ysreés long, one hundred and fifty wide,
and forty yards high. It stands entirely isolated, at the
sant end of a small valley, formed by it and the adjacent hills
and mountaine, This rock bears the name of almost every one
who can taike time to csrve or write his name on it. There
is nothing very remarkable about 1%, except that 1t ia not
frequenily the case you mest with 80 long & mass of rock with-
out the least vegetation on it of any kind, as you f£ind in this
case§ and then its positios makes it somewhat remarkable, looke
ing, as it were, like scme huge momster rising frem the ground,

Qur encampment was made aboul a mile above the roelk,
on the bank of the river, where we overtcok the first division,
which was much exhausted by the very fatiguing march of the
lost three days, Many of the mules hsd broken down, and wers
compelled to travel so slow, that the second divieion h..u
gained one day, since leaving the Platte; 0n it. This divisicn
fncenped ebove us, at the Devil's Gep, until the 10th instant,
when we all moved sbous five milea up the river, and beyond the
mountain that makes agross the velley.

. The grasing wse pretty good along the base of the
mountains, There were several alkalipne ponds in this wioinity,
which by evaporation had become dry, leaving their beds well
covered with alkali, which had very much the appearance of
snow, I procured several Specimens, which I carried through
the whole journey, and brought them safely home.




This day's journey was extremely disagreesble, The
wind seemed to collect between the openings in the mountains,
and came upon us with all its fury, blowing the dust and sand,
mixed with with alkall, into cur faces and eyes, until it be-
came indupportable. Several persons had their eyes very much
affected by it; my own suffered very severely, and have never
recovered from it to this time.

" The scenery about the vallay of Independence Roek
i8 very beautiful; the mountains, thoughrnot high, are very
pReturesque and pleasing to the eye. The valley is about
four miles long, made by small ranges of mountains to the north,
and high hills to the south, covered with a few dwarf cedar
and pine, It has to the west a spur of the mountain, through
vhich the river passes, and small disconnecied hills to the
left, which give a distant view of the secensry beyond,

The Sweet Water can be sesn quietly running towards
the mountains, through which it passes with a great deal of
violence, between perpen--= [.17G) dicular rocks, which are
several hundred feet high, « Posuming again its matural cure
rent, quietly flows through the valley, until it mingles its
srystal waters with the wuddy stream of the lNebrasks,

« == The day was very pleasant, except the
wind, which, blowing as usual, created a great deal of dust.
As we remained here today, the lst division traim was placed
in a condition to aontinue 1te march} repairs and alterations
wers also made to the 24 division, %90 as to enable i4 to move
with 28 much ease as possible. .The ocndition of both trains
greatly required it, as our march to Fort Hall was to be a
long and tedious one, being 400 miles distant, and the teams
beecoming weaker every day,

i In this vieinity game is generally abundant; one of
the clerks killed an entelope near our camp this morming, and
I found the meat extremely fine; though much like venison in
flavor, 1 think 1t even better. This range has been very good
for buffalo, but the valley along the Sweet Water being very
narrow, they have been driven off dy the emigrants, and could
not be aseon without going %00 long a distanee after them.

The mountains about here abound in mountain 7heen,
which are often seen among the high rocky eliffs, but, being
extremely shy, are hard to shoot. Several of our party, who
were scquainted with their habits, went into the mountains in
pursuit of themj and though unsuccessful, they brought into
camp several antelopes.

The camps of the emigrants now began to bear evident
signs of their condition. Provisions of every deseription

were lying about in piles; all surplus baggage, which had




impeded their march, and assisted in brealing down their teans,
was now thrown away; their wagons were broken up to émnd others,
while same were left along the road; their-loes oficattle was
daily Ancreasing, and it seemed very doubtful whether many of
then would ever reach Cregon or California. :

These pecple were very fortunate in having got rid of
the cholera so earlyi we had seen no oases since orossing the
North Platte, as the last one whioh ogcurred among us was at
Crooked duddy ereek, eleven miles from the Mormon ferry.

On pages 243, 243 and 344 of the above men¢ioned book
is the following statement of the march of the regiment of
mounted riflemen from Fort Leavenworth to Oregon City, showing
the distance travelled each day, with remarks, commencing May
10, 1849, and ending October 13, 18489,

Date Camps Miles " Amounts
1849 ]
May 10 Marched from Camp Sumner %o first
cmp 8‘000 o e e 2 @
12 ‘l’honoo to camp on a smnn stroan 9.000 17.000
13 " " on a greek 16,000 . 32.000
14 » . ¥ on a sSmall stream 15.000 47,000
16 " LI " 12,000 594000
7 . " " (water oneequarter
of a mile distant) 15.000 74,000
18 Thence to oamp near a ereek 20.000 95,000
19 " N four miles beyond
the lemahaw 20,000 114,000

20 » “ % bveyond big Vermilion 24.000 138,000
21 " ® % on brangh of Blue 16,500 154,500
32 " LI TR 8,000  163.500
a3 g L " " 24,000 186.500
24 . " & op Big Sandy 21.000 207,800
25 " # % pry Branch (water .,

scarce) 13.000  2320.800
a8 . " % Little Blue 16.000 335,500
37 " LI . ol 20,000 366, 5600
28 # “« buyond tho Blm 20,000 278,500
29 “ L 16,600 293,000
30 ' * " jear l'ort Kurnv,

(six miles) . 12,000  304.000
31 n " R beyomd Fort Kearay,

( two miles) 8.000 312.000

lng to Fort Kearny, 310 miled)
To camp beyond Fort Xearny from
Fort Leavenworth o ¢ s o 313,000




Date

June 1

14

16
17
18

19

2l
22

O mdan

Camps Miles
Tp camp 2,310
"o 2.760
.“ .. 13,420
".s 14,640
LA 11,980
L 10,870
. w. ‘ 12.860
# % on junstion of North Fork
~of Platte river 6.310
“ % on a branch 19.080
» 9 six miles above lowey cross~
Sonth Fork ° 35.070
s » ‘l " " ] L} 15.\7&
LI I ] » L] n i 11.810
" % on orossing at mouth Fork
of Platte, (upper Crossirg,)
3,271 feet wide 13,310
N % Deyond the grossing 8.650
“ % on north Fork of Platte,
through Ash Hollow 18.860
* ¥ on Platte river 17.750
B 8 ® L] " m‘ago
'® 4 three miles eas$ of Chimney :
rock .30
" % pnear Boott's Bluffe 38.510
" " op Horse dreek 19.280
% % on north fork of the Platte 19,330
® % one and one half miles bee

yond Fort Laramie 15.560

@.atanoo from Fort Kearny to Fort
Laramie 327,500 miled

35 To camp beyond Pitter Cottonewood

~ o o n838% B8

= a sz = =

2T T8 =2

2 2 T T =

2 5 ==

oreek 21,740
on Horseshoe ereek, near

Heber's spring 14.200
among the hille 19.530
on Spring branch 21,080
Deey oreek 26,620
on Crookedsiuddy eresik 10.000
on erossing north fork of
Platte, (Mormin Ferry) 11,750
neay a marsh and mineral

spring ! 18.6%0
Willow spring,(&n spring

three miles beyond) 18,880
‘@n Sweet Water,(two miles
from Independence Rock) 16,080
on Sweet Water 7.320

“w " 10.080

on branch of Sweat Water 18,760
on a morass, whare ice was

found at twelve inshes in
depth 16,050

61

Amounts

314.210
333,970
336,390
3561.030
363,010
373.880
386,740

- 292,980

412,038

437.100
452,880
464.660

. ATT.97

484,620

501.480
519,230
540.080

561.380
584,890
604.170
623,500

660,740

674,940
694,460
715,540
742,160
762,160

763,910
801.390
816.470
823,790

834,290
863,040

869.640




Date

15

16

17

18
19
3l
32
33

24
ab
26
39
30

31
Avg.l

£
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Camps

on Muddy

on Elack's fork, two milen frum
Fort Bridger

on Big Muddy

" on "

on Bear River

on Spring branch

on fort of Big hills, two ntlu
from 9mith's station

on Camp spring

on Bear river, two miles bee
yond Soda spring

e California trail, by way of the

13t Tox amp on Jweet Water

" on a #tream nine miles from
‘8outh Pass
on spring branch, nine miles
‘beyondfublette's or Areen~
‘wood's \cut-0ff i ,
on Little Sandy, thirteen miles
baek of Sublette's or Green-
wood's cuteoff
on Big Sandy
on Green River ferry
on Blselk fork

* Great Salt Lake, for

2
3
4
7
8

9
10
11
12
13
14

15
16
17
30
21
23
24
25
26
a7

Ex =

= sz zzaasssa

spring

on Inake river
on Raft¢ river
o0 Snake river

# L]

on Bock creek

on Roek oreek, where it runs

in deep canon

on Chute or Salmon Fsll creek
on Snake river (on the bluff)
on First erossing of Snake river
on dry dbranch

‘on Sunake river:

on Catharine oreek
on Snake river

ot a small creek
on Snake rivar

turns off th the lef

To camp om Port leut eraek

on Rock braneh

four miles from Fort Hall
" bayond erossing of Port Neut
on 3nake River bottom, neay a

“

miles beyond,

Miles

- 18,350

36,000

16.2060

20,760
11.280
330000
30,800
18,988

18.070
18,695
18,948
26,827
33,447

17.090
18,220

31.923

23,38

18.000
43.848
13.789

13,750

- 14,200
15.000

35,440
13,817
18.116

14.424
33.000
19,800
13,298

6.816
13,308
30,194
11.715
21.946

6.461
12,920

63

Anounte
886,790
910,790

927.040

947.790
969.040
983.040
1,031,606

1,038.676
3,088,371
1,072,219
1,097,746
l;lg&.lﬂz

;.laaizas
1,156,503

1,178.426

1.301.77?
1.316#7??
1,339,623
1,263,413

1,266.163
1,280,362
1,298,382
1,330,802
1,334,619
1,350,735

1,366,169
1,888,159
1,407,659
1,430,951
1,427,767
1,439,972
1,480,166
1.4?1.881
1,493,827
1,500,388
1,514.208
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Miles
LI - 14,400
near Fort Boisse,%econd
crossing of Snale river 14,244
on Melheur river 15,515
o Bireh greek 22,308
on Burnt river 9.192
L " 11,366
on Spring branch of Burnt river
13,615
in a mountain gorgo 10,373
on slough of Powder river 17.590

on second fork of Powder riverl3,660

in Grande Ronde 16,500
on branch of Grande Ronde _
river ) . 7280
on Blue mountains 12,000
at Lee's encampment, near

springs 16.647
at base of Plue mountains, on :
the branch of RTumatilla 14,604

at crossing of the Bumatilla 13,948
on a plain, (water oneshalf

mile distant) 13,710
on Numatilla 16,000
on Columbia 13,523
] " | 18,213
on oreek one-quapter mile
from river 13,808
on Columbia 14,871
. o : 13.000
on Jehn Day's piver 5,378
on Coluubia 17.368

at the Dalles of the Columbia 19,646
on #pring bransh of Dalles
oreek, due northesst from ;
Mount Head 64750
on first branch of Chute river 9.210

Eare the other ro:d, which turned off
September 33, comes ing]
Os%. 1 To aump near Indisn village, or large

a »n

4 "

branoh of Chute river

¢n brook branch of Chite
river ,

four or five miles from foot
of Raymond's hill, on a
stream (The odometer gave 14
miles ~~ one mile allowed for
dcuble dockagd

16.410
12,060

158,000

Amounts

1,638,608

1,642,862
1,668,367
1. 880,675
1,589.867
1;?9103%2

1,614,737
1,625,110
1,642,700

1,658,

1.573.328
1,680,110
1.693&1;0
1,708,767

1,728
- 1'737:39

1,760,019
1,766,019
1.m.m
1,798,765

1,808,267
1,823,128
1,835,128
1,840,501
1,887,766
1,877,413

1,864,162
1,893,373

1

'1&’68.?93

1,920,842

o & 8 0 s
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Date Camps Miles

B To firat camp on Sandy, passing the
@ividing ridge between the waters
of Chute and Snndy 8,780
6 To camp on second prairie; odometer
displaced, and gave only 4.30 7.000
miles .

7 No grass} remained here, the men cute

ting grass « 4 o
8 To camp beyond ths fourth srossing of

Main Sandy; odometer gave g

13,63 -~ disallowed 13,750\
8§ " % on Heru Prairie; water in

eprings sixty rods to right

of road; edometer displaced 14,000
10 " ® at the opening in the woodsj

no water; odameter gave 12.69,

| gixth crossing of Sandy 13,500
11 % % At Fosters; odomater displaced
again - 4,000

13 To headquarters of the regiment of
mounted rifles at Opegon City 20.000

Tetal distance from Fort Leavenworth
to Oregon ity a4 00

Amounts

1,944,893
1,961,592

% % o 4 -
1,965,343
1,978.343

1,992.842
1,996,842
3.0151“3

3,016,842




The story of the Military Road to Fort Kearny gives some indication of
the road building activity of the time. The road had its beginnings in a law
passed by Congress and approved on February 17, 1855, Fiity thousand
dollars were appropriated for the purpose of ''constructing a territorial road
on the Missouri river, opposite Council Bluffs, in the Territory of Nebraska,

40
to New Fort Kearny in said Territory." Captain John Dickeraon of the

United States Army Topographical Engineers arrived in Omaha on June 26,
183H, {0 commence a survey of the road. He remained four days during
which time he hired a guide, collected information in regard to the route,
and had some leveling rods made. The party left Omaha on July 1, 1856, and
commenced a preliminary survey. They crossed the Big and Little Papillion
Creeks on the route followed by the Mormons and surveyed a route that ran
along the Platte Valley north of the river to a point opposite Fort Kearny. ¢
The Pawnee Indians promised not to molest the surveyors yet at the same
time objected to the road, observing that roads always brought white men
who chased away the game.

Dickerson completed the survey on August 14, 1856, and entered into
a contract with one Matthew Ragan for bridging Omaha Creek, the Big and
Little Papillion Creeks, Rawhide Creek, Shell Creek, and for greding the
approaches for a bridge on the Elkhorn River. Dickerson warned .f the danger
of prairie fires and stated that deep trenches had been dug and embankments
thrown up around the abutments. Some of the bridges were of corduroy con-
struction, flush with the stream bed and secured so the logs would not wash
away.

Acting-Governor Thomas Cuming stated in his message to the legisla-

ture in December 1857 that the Military Road was nearly finished, including




bridges built after the most improved plans. The Elkhorn River bridge was
two hundred feet in length. 4

The road was a heavily travelled highway. A soldier who passed over
it in 1863 described it as a ''well beaten track, four or five hundred feet wide,
on which an enormous traffic for years had been operating... The road was
hard and smooth as a floor, for the dust and gravel had been blown off from

it by the wind. 45

40 United States Statutes at Large, 1855, 608,

41 Report of the Secretary of War 1857-1858, 525-532.

42 1did,, 531,

43 Idem. See W. Turrentine Jackson, Wagon Roads West, (Los Angeles, 1952)
Chap. VIIIfor a discussion of the federal roads across Nebraska Territory.

44 Nebraska Advertiser, Brownville, December 24, 1857, 3,

45 Eugene Ware, The Indian War of 1864 (Topeka 1911), 18,




$6th Congress,) HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (Exe Doce Vel 9.
2d Sessions ) ( Noe. 63, |glo-4|
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ADDITIONAL ESTIMATE FOR FORT KEARNEY, SOUTH
PASS, AND HONEY LAKE WAGON ROAD

LETTER
From
THE ACTING SECRETARY OF THE INTERICR,
“ “Tra.nsmitting

A communicetion from Colonel Lender in regerd to the Fort Kearney,
South Pass and Honey Lake wagon roade

FBBRUARY 11, 186l. = Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, end
ordered to be printede.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, |
February 11, 1861 |

Sirs I have the honor to enclose herewith, for the consideration
of Congress, a communiocation from Fe We Lander, superintendent of the
Fort Kearney, South Pass, and Honey Leke wagon road, and several peti-
tions, numerously signed by emigrants, in reference to the construection
of a bridge across Green river and some of the smaller streams in that
vicinity and along said roade

There will remain about $10,000 balance of the appropriation of
the above road applicable to this object; and I would respectfully call
the attention of Congress to this work as being of great importance to
the overland emigration, and recommend that the additional sum of
$15,000 be eppropriated to accomplish it.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

MOSES KELLY,
Acting Secretarys

Hohe Wme Pennington .
Speaker of the House of Representativess




WASHINGTON, January &, 186l.

Sirs The subject of the construction of a bridge across Green river
has been repeatedly referred to in my reports of previous yearse In that
of 1859 I related the fact of my stationing a party of men at that river,
equipped with ropes and excellent mule teams, by the aid of which the
emigrants orossed it without much difficulty, although some property was
lost by them and one individual drownede At that time the emigrants drew
up two petitions asking that this river might be bridged, which, bearing
seversl thousand signatures, in fact, the names of all the male individuals
of their trains, were brought by me to Washington and referred to your
departnente

Last summer, while constructing the western division, I again met
the emigration, and learned from it that, from the changes of the river
bars, the ford had become nearly impracticebles

The emigrants argue, with much force, thet after leaving the old
road at South Pass they make several days' journey before reaching Green
rivere They have then either to attempt its passage, at much risk of
property end life, or return to the ferry of the o0ld road by an additional
travel of two hundred milese The force of the current over the saend bars
at the new crossing is such as to preclude the esteblishment of a ferrye

The News Fork is snother very dangerous and difficult crossing on
the new road, as well as Smith's Fork of Bear rivere. If you should decide
to expend the balance of the appropriation in the oconstruction of a bridge
at Green river, it would be expediemnt to add the sum of fifteen thousand
dollars ($15,000) to the amount remeining of the appropriation and bridge
the river below its junction with the News Forke This sum woula also enable
e party, once equipped and in the field, to bridge the Smith's Fork of
Bear rivers

Your instructions of previous years have been so explicit on the
subject of not erecting costly bridges, that I cound not do more than lay
these facts before you in my yearly reportse. The view you have hitherto
taken, that the bridges would be destroyed by the mountain traders owning
ferries on the old roads, is undoubtedly a ocorrect ome; but if the important:
orossing of Green river is to be bridged, the expedition might be directed
to erect there a common block-house and blacksmith's forge, and furnish
them rent free to any relieble mountaineser of former expeditionse There
ere several individuals who, if thus provided for, would be gled to remain
at the bridge end keep it in order for travels I cannot apprehend the
destruction of a properly constructed bridge by fires

INDIANS

It would be highly expedient to furnish the building party with at
least one thousand dollars ($1,000) worth of Indian goods, to procure the
further good behavior of the Washikee band of Snake Indianse The well
kmown probity of Washikee would render any agreement made with him for
the protection of the bridge a perfectly safe onee
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Should you direct the expedition to then pass on towards California,
which, regarding the sale of stock, would be the most economical course,
I have the honor to again most urgently refer to my late report to the
honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs, deteiling the cuases and oircum=
stanoces of the late Pah~Ute-Indien ware By a conditional armistice con-
cluded by me with the leading war chief of this tribe, hostilities were
suspended by both the Indians and the emigrants and border whites for the
space of one yeare But, on the part of the Indians, it was with the express
conditidon that I should lat the statement of the chief before tha authorities
at Washington, and use my best endeavors to procure some recognition of
the claims of the tribe by govermment.

It will be impossible to again pass the unprotected emigration through
this tribe, as I was enabled to do las}f summer, unless steps are taken
to prove to the Indians the disposition of the govermment to notice their
complaintses I have every reason to know that the Pah-Utes have, until
very recently, been in league with the Shoshocos, and If I had possessed
the authority to visit the latter as well as the Pah-~Ute chief, that the
massacre of emigrants, referred to in my report as having taken place near
Salmon Falls, might have been preventede While the Shoshocos held the
upper road to Oregon, the Pah-Utes had assembled in large numbers along
that to Californie, and were concentrating to attack the trains when the
armistice was meade.

Referring to my Indian report for further information, I would re=
spectfully suggest that, if the expedition be ordered to California, such
a portion of the Indian funds as you may deem expedient may be placed at
the disposal of the officer in charge, that he may visit the Pah-Utes and
lan before them your views on the subject of their applicatione Without
wishing to intrude upon the province of the regular agent of this tribe,

I have simply to say that, being thoroughly acquainted with their northern
haunts end the points at which they usually assail emigrants, Ishould
consider it a most cheerful duty to sgain visit them, and prevent their
attacking treinse

Should you inmstruet me to do so, I have no doubt of being able to
prevail on the principal chiefs to accompany me to Washington and execute
a treaty hbrs.

They desire to sell the lands now occupied by whites, or adjscent to
the settlements, a nd thus create a fund out of which they can be taught
to farme

If these or other steps are taken I have reason to believe that the
passage of the Pah-Ute Indian country will be practicable to emigrants,
and that the war of western Utah will not be reopened by those savages at
the close of the stipulated yeare

The California road between Fort Hall and Tubt's Meadows on the
Humboldt should either be protected by mounted rangers or by cavalry,
directed to keep the field from June 15 to the middle of Septembers

This line of country is occupied by the Shoshocos or Western Snakes
end Pannacks, during the passage of the emigrants, and the late trains are
invariably attackede The band of Snakes which frequehts Salmon Falls on
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the Oregon road, during the fishing season, have humerous trails crossing
the canon country which divides Snake river from the Humboddt, and direct
their aggressions towards either road as opportunities offere No engagements
made with these Indians can be regarded reliable until they are thoroughly
chastiseds

If the regular troops are not directed by the War Department to keep
the field until all the trains have reached the Pah=-Ute line, there will
be no safety for emigrants while passing through the Snake countrye.

If it should be incompatible with your views to carry out so extensive
8 programme as is herewith submitted, or if Congress should fail to pass
the additional appropriation, I have the honor to suggest that the balance
of the funds now on hand be applied to the bridging of Green river, by a
contract with some respondible party who will give bonds to keep the structure
in repair, by being permitted to charge a low rate of *toll, say one~tenth
part of the price per wagon now paid by emigrants at the ferries of the
old roade

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. W. LANDER,
Superintendent.

Hone JACOB THOMPSON,
Secretary of the Interior

We the undersigned, emigrants to California and Oregon, having just
passed with our wagons and stock over the new government road from the
South Pass to Fort Hall, (called Lander's Cut=0ff,) do hereby state that
the road is abundantly furnished with good grass, water, and fuel; there is
no alkali and no desert, as upon the old road, and while upon it our stock
improved and rapidly recovered from sickness and lameness. We are much
surprised at the great amount of lebor that had been done in cutting out
the gimber and bridging and grading the road, and in all r espects &t more
than met our expectations, expecially those of us who have heretofore
travelled the other routess But we would most respectfully suggest that
e bridge should be erected, as soon as possible, over Green river, the
fording of which is dangerous and the cause of much trouble to the emigrahion,
and in one instance the loss of life, We have been treated kindly and, in
every case where the circumstances required it, aided and assisted on our
way by the wagon road expedition, and we have likewise reciéived the kindest
treatment from the Indians, and we advise the overland emigration to
California and Oregon to take this.road, as the shortest and best adapted
for the comforts of the traveller and the preservation of stock, expecially
if the government, in view of the many advantages of this route, should
cause Green river to be bridgede




Statement of emigrants to California and Oregone
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Ferguson Chappell, Cedar county, Iowa. e « o 1 4 8 frmmmmm—meee
Se He Boardman, Connecticut « ¢ e« ¢ o o « o & 1 3 4 fomm e ————
Je Ms Dewey, WisconSin. e o o 6 o 6 o 8 o o @ 1 3 3] Qregon=-==
William Steel, WisconsSiNne e« o o o o o o o o of 1 jpec—wapou- - e —-——
James lMe Torrence, IOWE ¢ s s ¢ ¢ o o o s o o 1 3 30 | Oregon=e-=
Thomas Wilson, I11inois s ¢ » ¢« ¢ o o s o » 1l 5 4 pemedo=—=-- -
Re He Anderson, Missourie » o o o o« o o o ¢ of 12 41 240 | California
Hiram Buell, I11inoiS o o o ¢ ¢ o ¢ o o o o @ 8 22 24 ""-do-;"'-
Joseph Woodward o o o« ¢ ¢ ¢ o o ¢ ¢ o o o o @ 9 40 115 p===do=====-
'William.FOWIer, Michigan. e ® 8 o o & @ 0 8 » 2 13 10 preedo=m=c==
We Me Orcult ¢« o o ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ o o o 2 8 & @ 3 9 14 prmmm—e———— -
Williem Jacobs, llorris, I1llinois. « « ¢ o o o 1 2 2 prme———————
Fayette Lincoln, Cook county, Illinoise o o of 3 11 11 | california
Je Re & Je Be AdOMSe ¢ 6 ¢ o ¢ ¢ s ¢ ¢ o o @ 3 10 14 p-eedom—een=
Ae Do Gillson’ Miohigan ® 6 ¢ o o o o o o s o 2 11 8 pme=doercena
Daniel Hirec ® ¢ o o o o e 6 o ¢ e @ o o o o 4 4 20 s om0 (] O w0 o o= e e o
Jemos Ferguson, New York o« o « ¢ o ¢ o o ¢ of 2 10 37 p===do======
John P, Higgins, I11inois eCe o o ¢ o o o o o 1 5 8 pr===do==~===
Henry RObinson, I11iN0iSe = o o » o o s o ¢ o s 1 3 4 fmendomonm——-
Je Holfreld, New Yorke o o o ¢ ¢ o« o ¢ o o @ 1 8 4 pm==(om—m———-
William De MbIlroy, JoWae ¢ o o ¢ ¢ o o o o @ 14 37 209 Oregon---—
Ke De Todd, IoWBe o © 0 0 ¢ ¢ s ¢ o ¢ o ¢ o o 1 4 7 pemedpec———-
Froderick Burhoff, Wisconsine « o o s o o o o 2 4 32 | california
We Ge Brown, WisconSine o ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ o o o o @ 8 3u 48 === meeri
Philip HWde, JOWae ¢ @« ¢ # 06 o ¢ 5 0 o 0 o 1 4 4 |p=—~dOm==m===
JasSe Ae Archer, TJOWEB e o ¢ 5 o 8 58 8 o 9 s » gl =rm—ruecacduecosauvear st amcc=-
Stephen Rily, JOWABe o # ¢ = o o 06 © o » o » o 1l 3 6 C&liforni&
Ae lle Gaylard, Missouri « s o o o o o o o o o 5 22 43 prmmmQmmeim
Peter Large, I11linoisSe o« o« o o 2 2 o o o o o 3 14 1]l j=~~=do===== =
William Black, J11inoise o« o o« o ¢ ¢ o s o o 1 4 9 lemmmJom=—
Je 3e Porkins, iinnesotfe o s o o ¢ s o o o o 2 4 Befr=m=(qo====~
Ae Garrison, IoWae o« o o o« ¢ o ¢ 2 o o ¢ & o 4 4 18 pre=~(o=====-
I. Ae Cardwell, Nebraska Territorye « « o « o 13 63 150 jr~~=do==—==~
Dre Je Goyer, Rock Island, IllinoiSe o o o o 6 19 32 |mmmmdom—=r==
robert Steer, OtSGgO, NoW Yorke e o s o o o o 3 17 19 jeme=do==m~=~=-
Se He Ce linson, lMadison, New Yorke o« o o o o 1 6 6 [====do=====m
Ce e Keauflman, Oregon. ® o o ¢ o o s o o & o 3 15 35 Oregon-~---
Se Co JOllY, Illinois. ® &= & ® » 0 6 o o 9 @ 1 11 22 California
Ge Co Ledyard, I11inoiSe o ¢ o o s 6 o o o & 1 4 17 |====d0==m===
Je Se Patterson, Californice o« o o o o o o @ 1 6 66 ==mmedQ==—m==
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Ee Crain, MissSouriec o« ¢ o o o o o o e o o @ 1 4 17 j=====~ Jom~==m
Feo de Ha.'bhaway, IllinOiS. ® @ © & 6 » o o o 1 7 B |=me—— do==—w=-
Je Me Co&lter, IOW&- e @ 6 o6 0 & & 5 0 6 8 B =me—— 6 4 Oregon """
Re Ee Wood, Wisconsine « o ¢« » ¢« « o o s o of 1 5 10 | california
Je e Lyon, WisconSin. e o o o ® » o o & o @ 2 6 12 |=em—- JOmm=—=
De Vendehoof, Wisconsine ¢ « o s s » o ¢ eee| 1 4 6 |mmm=- do===~-
Je BrOWn, Wisconsine o e o e o » a ¢ o o o o 4 5ix 14 ettt (s LU E T
William He Sockridere o o« o ¢ o o ¢ o o s o & 2 4 17 Oregon----u
Ae Joe B&ll’ Wisconsine o o« o s « s ¢ » o o o 4 16 33 California
Je Te Wood, Wisconsine ¢ e o o s soe o o o 6 28 54 | Oregon=----
Se M&xson, WisconSino ® 5 0 o 0 o o6 o o o » 1 2 5 mmmma(Qmm———
Te Be Borst, IoWae o o s ¢ s ¢ ¢ s ¢ o o o » 3 11 17 California
Wlllia.m Coad, Illinois. e o o6 & o 0 o o o @ 4 13 22 California
Seth Ferrel, JOWae ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 6 ¢ ¢ o ¢ s o o @ 1 2 4 Oregon ----
Brethnel Ferrel, IoWae s o o o« ¢ ¢ s o s ¢ o 1 3 2 | california
Caleb Witt, Tennessees e o« » s o ¢ s ¢ ¢ o of 2 5 2 |me===do=====
Jase W-itt, TONNessSe8s ¢ ¢« » o o ¢« o s o s o 4 1 2 4 |emme— doe==~=-
Me Re Rensheaw, IoWae o » o ¢ o 2 06 o o » o o 1 4 S === do=mr~~=
William COB.d, IoWae ¢ ¢ o ¢ o 00 o o o o o o 1 3 7 |mm===dpe=—==
Je De Hanscom, Michigénl e ¢ o o ¢ o ¢ o o 3 9 14 | Oregon=-—==
Thomas Yunsal, Michige.n e @ o o @ o o » o o 1 2 11 ’-—----do-—---
Seymour Carr, IoWae ¢ ¢ @ ¢ o s o ¢ 0 ¢ oe 1 3 13 California
George We NOWSOIMe ¢ o ¢ o ¢ © ¢ ¢ ¢ s o = o 14 53 103 Oregon -----
Le We Dickey, IOWae o o © o o o o 2 o o o o 1 4 5 California
George Thaner, JOWA ¢ o o ¢ ¢ o ¢ 0 o & o @ 2 4 11 Oregon-----
Bidwell Ccoons, OhiOe ¢ ¢ o ¢ o s ¢ « o o o & 5 14 26 California
Je Ge Smibh, MiSSOUrli o o o o s o o e s o » 1 4 6 mm—=dommn——
Ne Be Rine, Missourie o o o s o ¢ o ¢ o & & 4 2 5 6 [re==- do==rr==
Ce We Bey OhiOs e ¢ o ¢ o 6 o o o s 6 o o & 1 2 7 == do===m==
Thomas Guml, I‘ﬂissouri ® 6 o © © o & % o o o W 10 52 570 s e st o ([ Q e e e
Ae Joe GallaWa.y. ® 6 8 o & 5 ¢ o 6 & 8 8 ¢ B |WmmmmHdecma= 16 jl=-==do=====
William Te Ramsey, Augustea, Illinoise « o o« 4 2 7 .16 p=e=~do=-—---
Se Ramsey, Augusta, I1linoiSe o « o« o o o o 4 2 3 21 F=~==do===-=~
Theodore Te Ramsey, Augusta, I1linois e« o e {==-=- et e
Cawsun Me Rarnham, Wisconsine ¢ s o o o o o 1 1 4 11 | Oregon===--
William Ee Hexie, Illinoise ) ek ELEEE j --------------------
Charles Caldwell, Il1linoiss o) With We Te |=m===d==w=a mmmmeel e —e————— -
Je Ce Rhoads, I11inoise e o o) Ramsey  |=====decemedeccemmbeocee—nenea
Charles King, I1linoise o o ) o e o e e N R [~ s e -
Se Me Worthington, Kansas Territory. « « o o 3 4 5 |california
Napoleon Pe Byrne, Missourie = s s o o ¢ s o 7 23 225 [mmmmdo===n~
Wheeler ElginNe o o o o« ¢ ¢ o ¢ s ¢ ¢ o o o o 3 18 4747 ' emmmmOmm———
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William Rice, Independence, liissouries o 8 37 879 |rm=mado=====
David CumminSe o o « ¢ o o ¢ » o s o o oo 1 3 25 l--"-F"“-do -----
Daniel Powell, IllinOiSo o 6 0 6 06 0 o o b l 3 10 Oregon-----
Je Adems, captain, Lagrange county,
Indiana COMPAllYye o © o o & & o o o o 4 12 43 _California

Ps He Poindexter, California « « s « o o 8 30 300 fpre=w==do==~=~~
Stephen Qe Gray, Michigan. e e o o o » e e B e e B T Tl
Charles He Conklin, Michigan e « ¢ ¢ o & 1 7 2 California
Ge We Winder ® e % & o 5 0o 5 e s 9 0 B o 1 7 18 f==mmmaa- ot
He Tual, ITOWAes o ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ s« @« o s o o 1 4 21 California
Se Gilliland, Wisconsine o o« o« o o s o o l 2 3 [rmmewdQm~—=-
Qe Be Nellis, Michigan. s o ® e ¢ 0o o o & 2 °] 12 f---- do=====
Levi Re G6GOT'ea s o ¢ ¢ ¢ s ¢« o o o o o ; ° 1 3 5 ecmadom=====
James MoClosky, Michigan o e ¢« s e o o o 1 4 4 |emmm=dom~—=--
Bela Rathbune e o ¢« o o ¢ ¢ o o ¢ ¢ o o o 9 42 56 Oregon -----
Se Poe JalleNe o« ¢« ¢ s ¢ ¢ ¢ @« 0 ¢ ¢ o o o 1l 4 4 |premmmemmem————
Fe Ma Rice, JOWBe ¢ ¢ ¢ @ ¢ o ¢ ¢ 6 0 o o 5 21 320 California
Ae Vangiesen, Canada West e« ¢ ¢ o« o o o @ 3 12 16 f===~do==~=-
Sobieskil Brown, Canada WesSt o « o o ¢ » o 3 9 17 p==c=do==r=-
BElmore Je Foerguson, I11inocise ¢« « o o o 3 5 7 p=e==dom~=an
Job Huff, Nebraska Territorye « o o ¢ o o 1 3 2 |pm===dom=r~=~
Te Wallingbock. & o o 5 6 6 5 ® & 0 & 0 o 1 7 7T jpeem=(0=~===
Isaac Walker, IoWBe o ¢ o o & o ¢ s s o o 1 4 7 California
Richard Gante o s » ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ o ¢ o o o o 0 5 O P 1 0 P S 0 0 0o S 0 50 S
Sam T.-WGIOho ® 8 o 8 o @ 5 0 o o ®» » o ol 3 12 85 Californla
Co Be Wolch o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢ 6 o o o 0o a6 o @ 4 11 29 jpe====do====-
William HaSkin. @ ® ® ¢ @ ® ¢ % & ¥ o ° @ 2 4 6 SRR s L LT P
Ee Griffith, JOWA o ¢ o« ¢« ¢ o ¢ ¢ s o 8 @ 2 5 § |mmmmmdoe==~~
Ae He Whitoomb, I11inoiSe o« o o o & o » o 2 6 T |m=m=mdO=—e—-
Edwin Pett, I11inoiSe o o ¢ = o o o o o 1 3 2 |rmme=do=——==
Je Cambton, I11inois « e« ¢ o ¢ ¢ a o o o @ 2 4 8 |reme=mdo=m——-
e TOWnsend, I1linoms o« « « o @ ¢ ¢ o o @ 1l 2 4 '-"-do-T"’
H.'Whipple, Michigan. ® 8 & 6 o o o @ o @ 1 2 1l |=====do=====
Ee We Mahoney, JoWe o ¢ ¢ ¢ s ¢ o & o o o 2 4 6 |mm=m==do=e—e==
He Thompson, I11inois s o @ ¢ o ¢ & & o @ 1 2 4 |memm=(p=m——
We Thompson, Illincis e o8 0 0 0 o @ 3 5 14 [=====dom—===
WIIIiam Ae Allard, IllanlS e o ®© o o @& o 1 4 4 mmmme(pee———
Me Je Sampson, I1linoiSe o o ¢ o o o o o 2 11 8 |=====do=we—=
Qe Fo Sampson, I11inoiSe o o o o o o o o pr—=—w—pmc=o- e e -
Joseph Cheasebro, I11inoiSe ¢ o o o o ¢ o 1 2 2 | Oreogon====-
Sherman Hetch, Illinois. ¢ « o o ¢ o o = 3 5 35 | California
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Ce Do Needham, I11linoiSe o o ¢ o ¢ o o & @ .r-""“"“"‘“ “““““ mmmme()oe———
Stanley Willey, IoWQe s o o @ o o s o o o @ 1 4 8 [e=m=- doe====
John Hoy, OhiOe o # ¢ ¢ o ¢ o ¢ o 2 o e o o 1l 4 16 |wew==dow====
John Wélls, JoWase o o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ © 0o ¢ o o » 4 14 40 [emm=—— dow=mmm=
Goeorge We Harvey, OhiOs e ¢ s o 6 o o o ¢ ¢ peommmadecancaloean——- e O ———
Franklin Connelly, JOW& « o o o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o e=[=m=m—de—rme—t e ————— e n(Qee———
Andrew Tash, IJOWBe o ¢ ¢ © s ¢ o o o o & o of===—=d-w- im0 S i e oo = w domm=—=
Bedy Akers, IoWae o o o o s o o o o o o o o [=m——mdoccmmadomm——— Q-
Thonas Ralston, IoBae o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 6 06 ¢ o ¢ Prmmwmdecnceadena——a e e
Fe Noble, IOWBe @« # ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 2 o o ¢ & 0 ¢ ¢ P====-= i e e e o 't e o) California
Jonathen Boyce, IOWOe « @ o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o 3 14 38 |mmm—— Jom====
William Ce Humphrey, I11inois « « o ¢ o o o 2 7 156 |jp===-dom====
Je We WilsONe o ¢ o o ¢« o 8 ¢ o s 0 o« 8 ¢ ¢ Fr====- b e o g o e g o o e s st o o o v
William Ee Harper e o # @ o & @ & ¢ 8 o o @ 1 2 53 California
Je Toe Vaughan, IoWa o ¢ ¢ ¢ © ¢ ¢ 8 o o o o tTe===——= 1l 8 peemedQe=——-
Me Ao B&bcook, JoWa ¢ o« s ¢ ¢ o o o« ¢ ¢ o o - 7 19 peemmmmce=- -
James Ae Smith, JOWOBe @ ¢ ¢ 6 ¢ o ¢ o © o @ 1l 6 11 california
Ao Babcook, JoOWBe o ¢ 6 ¢ 6 ¢ ¢ o ¢ & & soe 1 4 16 pome=dQe=———
Ee BabOOOk, JOWAe ¢ ¢ ¢ 6 ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ o 0 o & Tm—====m 1l 3l |pee==do=====
Je e KnOWles, JOWa &« o o 8 o o © o o o o & T==—=w—== 6 11 o vt v 2 e o o e -
Je We B&bGOOk, Iowa o » o ¢« o o ¢ s ¢ o o o ¢ 2 7 47 California
George Urie, JOWBe o o © o o ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o o o 3 [Eemmeedemcan- - Oregon----
WO BabOOOko e © @ ¢ @ o © o @ © © © © ° 8 O 2 12 26 pemeadQe—=—-=
Ce As Daniels, Michigan ® o &8 ® &5 ¢ 0 0 @ @ 1 7 °] PP Ay o S 1P S
Jesse Perkins, Michigan e e« ¢ o ¢ o ¢ o o @ 2 7 35 Oregon=-=~
Salem Longéon. ® o o © ® o & 5 0 o & @ & o @ 1 3 7 o 1 e o e o e
Je McGinniSe e o « o o o ¢ ¢ o ¢ s ¢ o o ¢ @ 1 8 1l pemeceeccce=-
Peter Saling @ © o ®» © 06 0 © & & © & & 8 0 @ 3 7 49 Oregon----
Thomas licKee, Michigan @ & o 0 o & 8 o o o @ 1 4 4 pe=mmdom==~=
Wine Coe L&DUW, Iowase ¢« o ¢ o ¢ @ o ¢ o ¢ o @ 1 1 1 Califorhia
Qe We Kelley, JOWBe o © ¢ ¢ ¢ o 0 0 & o o o Fm=———= 2 3 preormee (O mm =
Ss We Fero, JOWEe o ¢ ¢ 8 0 ¢ o ¢ o o a o & Pummm=- 1 2 o o o e
Thomas Nuttloe s o o ¢ ¢ @ o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ & o afe=m===— 2 4 i et e et o v e e
Thomas Brady. ® o 86 6 3 ¢ o 0 6 & 0 o v o @ 1l 2 4 B =
Ee Po Wirts « =« o « o s ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ 5 s o o 1 5 8 California
Ae Ashworth, Michigan e 8 o ¢ & © ¢ 9 @ 8 @ |Wmmm= b 1l s o e e o e ¢ pemm=de————
Je Le DAVIOSe o o o @ @ ¢ 06 ¢ © ¢ 8 o ¢ o @ Po—==—opmemmoafmama~= [N e ———
De He Carpenter, IOWA o o o s © o o 6 0 o o |wmmmmeheac——- [rem—ct ~{ California
John Re McClure. e o & 6 5 0 & 6 % o 8 ® o @ 1l 4 & gowe==do=m====
John Le DAViSe o o o o ¢ o s ¢ ¢ s & o o o @ 3 10 36 AmmmmdOm—m—=-
Robert astiOe. « o ¢ ¢ ¢ « o ¢ o o s o o o @ 4 7 23 He===jo==m-=
Pe Earlie. e ¢ 6 e 6 B 6 #0 & © © & & o o o @ 1 4 40 d=m=—dom==—-
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Williem Hocre, Virginidie « o« o o « o« s ¢« p 4 10 34 | Oregon==-=--
Te Fe Dennpy. e o ¢ @& 4 6 9. 0 0 6 o ¢ & & 4 10 65 |w=m=e- do=m==re
I'e Se TUrNGTre o e« ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 6 o o s o o PR 1l 2 2 |=m=urjommmn=
Ae Te Shreevess « ¢ ¢ @ o o ¢ « ¢ ¢ o o ° 3 13 17 {=====do=====
Ge Hutchinson, Iowa « ¢ « ¢ o o o o o o & 1l 4 § |wmmemadpueman
William W MbHenry, IoWae o s o o ¢ o o ep=m=mmmboccana 2 |mmecedoeer-=
Me WEIOh, ChiOe s ¢ o 6 o o ¢ s 6 0 o o . 2 9 17 |=e=m2dom=sme
De HOUOk, OhiOCe o ¢ o ¢ o o ¢ o & e 0 o Tt -———— Y P - -
Ee No Dunbar, Indiane « o« o« o o o o o o o 1l 4 7 California
He Mo Kingsbury, Chio o o« ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ s ¢ o o 2 11 13 |w==e=io=-=-=
Edwin Houghtoh. ® ¢ ¢ 0 ¢ ¢ & & ¢ 0 8 0 @ 2 8 17 |w==eejow====
Qe Se Coddington, Indiana o e« o o ¢ ¢ o of==cwn= s 3 fmeeemm ag
Ce Mo JockmONe o o ¢ ¢ o ¢ o o « ¢ o » ™ 2 7 13 je==e= do=====
De Je Houghton, Qhio o o ¢ ¢ 0 s 8 o ¢ 8 |=memcrrdrccrmrd e tOf i e .1 e 0 B 0 s e
Fo Bellup, OhiOe ¢ a ¢ @ o ¢ ¢« s o o o o 13 22 78 Californisa
John Prioe, Chio o ¢ 6 o o ¢ s s s o o o 3 7 19 |s===cdo=-=--
De Best, ORiOs ¢ o« o o o & & & & o e o o 1 3 1l |eeeeeomm——-
De Yerby, IOWA ¢ ¢ ¢ » @ ¢ 8 ¢ s 8 o o o 1 "4 13 Oregon -----
He Billups, Jowa o @ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ o ¢ @ 4 9 17  |r=emcedom=———
Ee¢ Hemmihgwey, Virginifie ¢ o« e « o o ¢ o 11 19 49 | California
Thomas Je BunBer, Virginia s e s o ¢ o o |==n==- il 2 [eem—dome——-
Ee Ce Lindsey, Oregon. e o o o 8 0 o o 1 2 13 [rem=-gomm=---
Abram Lindsay, OhiCe ¢ ' 9o ¢ @ ¢ o o o & 3 7 19 je=--wdo=----
Thomas Lindsay, Chio e o e & o s o o @ 1 4 1l e
Le Stockman, OhiO. ¢ @ @ o @ o & @ ® o @® s n o o 1 3 Oregon —————
We Ca Adams, ChiOe ¢« ¢ ¢ o o ¢ s o o o @ 1 1l 7 California
Joseph 1le Focke LI K R R SR K I I T Y T B Reledaldodely fafaded ol ol tol ol b e el L L e T
He He Hill, Wisconsin « e « « o« s o o o 1 2 9 | California
Se I'e Iedyard, Missouri « e o« o « o o o @ 2 7 19 peerrmeeceaa
Je We Burnell, Mainde o« o o o o 6 o ¢ & o|=memun 1 l preccccncnes
Marshel MUrray, I11inoiSe o e o o o o @ ° 2 9 17 L """""""""
James Cheney, Illinoise ¢ « o« o ¢ o o o o 7 11 34 | Oregone==-=
Thomas Sublivean, I1linoiSe o « o ¢ o o o 1 3 11 pewre=do=mem==
James Larninger, lficliigone ¢ ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o |====-= 1 l pereceeanae-
William Reynolds, Indianfe o« o o o ¢ o« & 9 13 47 | California
Me Alberron, IndionBe o ¢ o« o o « ¢ o ¢ o 3 11 23 ahtlateTe L BT
Se Prestdh, Missourie o o o o o ¢ o o o o 3 7 17 pewe=do==v=-
John Moore, Missourie « o ¢ s o ¢ o o o @ |====== 1 l pececccceces
Be Phelps, Missouri. . * 6 0 5 0 o o o o @ 13 22 117 Oregon-----
Je Loinenger, Missourl « o« ¢ o« « o ¢« s o o 4 13 79 fpme=—=do=m-—-=-
Be Doty. © o ¢ 5 6 6 ¢ ¢ 6 0 6 e o8 a & gum———ms l 3 California
Re Se Wilkin, Indiange o o« ¢« ¢« o o o o o o 7 19 85 p=eneOm————
Ce Burget, Indiante « o o« ¢ o s s ¢ ¢ o o 1 3 - 17 Oregon -----
Jo Ee Carrole a«a o o a ¢ o ¢ ¢ o s " e e @ mmm- o 1 4 Californie
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Je Se Waldridge, I1linoiSe o o o o o ¢ o o 1 4 4 California
De Ee Knight, IllinOiSo ¢ o 0 s 00 s 0 o 0 2 9 11 e s om o= (] Q oo e e
We Brown, I11inoiBe ¢ o ¢ o« ¢ ¢ o @ o o o » 4 8 18 Oregon'TVTV
Ae Fo Vells, Michigan @ ¢ o 0 &6 0 0 0 o 0 @ 1l 3 5 e s e e e e o e
JOhTl RiCOe o o o ¢ ¢ o ¢ o 6 ¢ ¢ 4 8 o ¢ o @f===mrmepomcccmatome——n— California
Thomas lLewis, Incianfe o o« o ¢ o o ¢ o« o o o 1 2 3 s = (O mom o eme
Ee Se licClellan, lichigane o o o o o ¢ o o f====== 1 1  am~—=do—=r=-
Ambers Thornburghe ¢ ¢ ¢ s o ¢ o s ¢ ¢ ¢ o gumwe== 1 9 Oregon=====
John Phelan, Iowae ¢ ¢ @« s ¢ o 8 ¢ © o & o o 3 11 13 e o e e ([ Qo o = e
Emmor RaliS6Y e @ ¢ o o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ o ¢ a|=wwr-m=proceas o e e B e e o
Ao J. Cl&rk, Indianao @ e o o & o6 6 & ¢ & O |moovmcPEEmEEEeiNnsenne California
Co CArsSONe ¢ @ ¢ @ ¢ ¢ o @ ¢ o ¢ o ¢ o o ¢ o 11 17 49 Oregon -----
De Re Bittinger, MiChigano ® 6 o © o o @ o ® 2 7 9 |- -
James Stone, OhiOe ¢ o o« ¢ @ ¢ o o o & o o 4 1 5 7 California
Je Warley, OhiOe o o ¢ ¢ 8 o ¢ o 8 s ¢ o o o 2 7 17 e e = Qo
Se We Puffingher, IndianBe ¢« # o a o o o o 4 7 9 29 Oregon -----
Wme Bradford,'Wilmington, Dele ¢ ¢ s o » o of==r—=- 1 3 Californiea
George RobinSbn, JoOWBe ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ & ¢ o o g 13 37 s i (O = rem
Peter Helbey, Virgini&. @ 6 ® 6 o ® o ¢ o § |EMTEEENESDE RS- - - -
Amos Barnharte s o o« ¢ ¢« s ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ s o 9 7 14 39 Californisa
Se Ce Burns, Virginia. 8 o o 0 0 8 0 0 o o gTTmTET : 1 1 e o e 0 o e O
Be NManning, OhiCe o« o ¢ o ¢ 0o ¢ o o o o o o 11 | 17 48 Californie
John WbOdS. OhiOe ¢ @ 06 ¢ ¢ @ o 9 6 ¢ ¢ ¢ oo =—m—rfummmume e o o e o o o 0 o o e
He Herman, JoWae o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ o o o o o 2 5 13 California
Fa Mo JOlly, JOWGe ¢ ¢ 8@ & ¢ ¢ & o 0 ¢ o o o 1 6 48 (e —e—-
Fo Me ounts, IoWae o « o ¢ ¢ o s o ¢ o o @ 1 5 11 Oregon====«=
Js Ee Moore, IoWwBe o« « ¢ o ¢ s ¢ o ¢ @ ¢ o o 1 4 17 (== =Omm——-
Ee Ge Banks, MiChigan. e B @ & © o o o o ¢ # 3 11 43 e (O m———
Henry Burkét, OhiOe ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o s 8 ¢ o o & 13 15 91 California
Ne PileS, OhiOse ¢ ¢ 2 6 ¢ ¢ # ¢ 0 ¢ s 0 o » 2 9 18 =do
George Bradfield, OhiO, 9 9 9 9 ° o o o o @ 9 18 89 e Qo
Fe M, LGWiS. Indiante ¢ ¢ ¢ s ¢ o ¢ ¢ o 8 o |===r=== 1 7 g omoe om mou e o
Te Fe Ryan, Indian@e ¢« o« s o o s = o o o o 4 19 31 211 Oregon---—-
David Carter, Indianfe o ¢ o o o ¢ ¢ o o o {==—=-- et EEEEEEE EEE L dom====
David ENOSe s o o ¢ ¢ @ ¢ o ¢ & o & s & a o |[====== 1l 1l California
VWme Moore, Ohice o o o ¢ ¢ ¢ & o o o o o o 11 17 129 Oregon=-===
Daniel CletOoNe o ¢ ¢ 8 # o o ¢ & ¢ 0 ¢ ¢ o f===—mcpmec—a= o o S S A C S -
John 1fe Bryan, OhiOe o ¢ ¢« o ¢ ¢ s o o o o 2 11 38 [|remmmmeeceoa
Je Te Hertman, Virginite « o « o« o = ¢ o o s 7 19 229 California
¥illiam Burgett. e 68 8 8. 066 060 o 60 8 gmmmm— PO o o e ISR A N g MY et b drstneeod edeod i
Ao Fo COrde o ¢ ©¢ 6 ¢ s o o s o o o a o o @ 2 11 |===m—- Californis.
Ee Re Wright, JOWBe ¢ ¢ © ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o o o 2 8 23 |jemee- do=====
EdWin Ge WoOode © @ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 0. o o o & ¢ ¢ o [|===—==| b e e e o e e i e e — o=
Ee Ee Da¥ies, IOWBe ¢ ¢ @ ¢ o o o ¢ ¢ s o o 7 19 47 Californisa
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John Marshalle o o o o 0 o © 8 8 0 & o @ o= "o ool o e - e e - ——————
Frank Demaske ¢« o o o ¢ © ¢ s 8 ¢ @ o o o [======= 1 2 Oregon--—---
George WOOd, ChiOe 5 ©¢ ©¢ @« » # » o » & ‘- ™ 2 8 17 ----- dO'------
Lanis Darling, OhiOe ¢ ¢ ©¢ @ ¢ o & ¢ o ¢ = 13 32 273 |=e=== dom=—==-
Qs Olsa.n, Oregon. e e &8 & o o & 0 & 0 o @ 1 7 12 |[=ee=- Jom==—we=
Ge0s Klingamane « o ¢ o ¢ o« o & o s & o o [~====== 1 3 e e 0 o e e
Thomes Mcvay’ Oregon. ¢ 0" o™ o o o o & 7 19 125 womme( - ——
Warren Dunham, OhiGs ¢ o ¢ ¢ s © ¢« o ¢ o 2 13 27 California
Alexamder Glen, Indianfie o o o o o o o o 1 5 23 California
Je Le Ce Sherwin, Californife o « s ¢ = o 5 14 32 Oregon======
Wme Adle, J11inoiSe o @ ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ 6 o o o 2 6 15 |ee=-= dom=m=m—e-
JOhn Wa.lling, IllinOiS. e ¢ © o & o o © @ l 7 19 sewmelm—————
Franklin Shores, I11inociSe e e« o s o ¢ o @ 3 11 39 California
Samuel We Empey, Michigan. e o & o6 o o o @ 7 19 73 0 0 et e v 0
Charles Helm, Wisconsin, « o o« s« ¢ o o o o 3 11 24 California
John T BuSh, VisconSiNe o« ¢ o o o o o o o 1l 3 l]l |me=emcecame——- -
James Ne Anderson, Missourie o o o o o o of 13 23 83 Oregon======
Ira Ae Garrison, Wisoconsine s e o o o o o p=~==—spo—cmedmcenmna~ fumrmedo=—————
Ee Fifield, IHainoe ¢« ¢ ¢ © ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o 8 sfrmmmm—— 1 7 California
Je Le Thompson, WisconsiNe o« ¢« o o ¢ o o o 7 19 41 enm==(Qe—————
Ge We BrOVVn, Tf"H.S()Ol’]Sina ® 6 © @ % % © o @ 1 3 9 - e (o oo o
David BrOWIlk Wisconsine o o o o ¢ o ¢ o & [rm=mr==~ 1l 3  |mem—— do===ce=
Lewis S. Kelsey, Missourie ¢ o o« o o o o o 19 29 108 Oregon==e==-=
John Beadle, IoW8e o o o o ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o o efF==m===| 1 1 California
Park Winans, I11inoisSe o« s @« ¢ © o ¢ o ¢ ® 1 2 3 |mmee- do=mmen=
Goos Wa Grimes, JOWBe © @ ¢ ¢ @« ¢ 5 o o o 2 9 1l mmmen(Qu=—e~=-
Emanuel Brann@le ¢ o ¢ ¢« s ¢ o o 8 o & ¢ sf=w===wpoc=== 7 meeredpmee——-
Frederick Morrisson, Missourie o e o ¢ o @ 1 3 |mmm———— o e e e e -
Claiborne Vaughan, Indianfe « ¢ « o o o o 1 3 11 Otegon======
Se Fe LGWiS, Indiante ¢ &« o« ¢ © ¢ ¢ o o o 2 7 8 memeedpe-ece-
Je He Cla.ugh'bon, Hissourie o o s o o o o o 1l 4 10 California
We Be Wooldridge, Ke Te s s o o s ¢ o s o i 9 15 Oregone=====
George Peck, Minnesotae « s« o o o o o o o 1 5 8 ¢alifornia
John Fre Adlere o « ¢ ¢ o o 8 o 0 & o o @ 7 14 98 |=m==- dom==== C
Samuel AlleNe o o s o ¢ ¢ ¢ 6 o o a o o o 1 3 6 |==m=- (om=mm==
E.A.Hall.......l.......l-‘- ““““ l === ns = —— S o S 0 D ot e oS
Albort Allefle « o o ¢« o o o s ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o } 1 3 7 california
Reuben Allen, Minnesotae e o @ o 0 o o @ 1 e - 4 5 —merm(Qee—-——
Se Se Ce Spencer, lMinnesotae ¢ o o o o o o 4 11 6l [=-—=- dom===—=-
Fe Kingman, I1linoiSe o s o o & ¢ o o 1l 1 6 1l == dom—m===
Charles Kingma.n, J11linoisSe o o« o o ¢ o o o 3 9 49 |=eermmeeccce-
Daniel Ae E1llis, I11inoiSe o o o ¢ o o o @ 1 4 8 Oregon=====«=
Wme Albaugh, IoWBs o o o ¢ o o ¢ s o o & o 1 4 8 e lid mJ G e =
Jacob Gaun‘tz, IoW2e o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 5 ¢ o o o oo 1 4 6 Ccalifornia




Statement=Continued

R

= () A

[=] w0 Q

| B 5| .8

B Fu 7] o

Names and residence e ' s g'g

s £ s | A5

1HEE

BB | B
James Ru.nya-no ® 8 © ¢ ¢ ¢ 6 & ¢ o ® ® = B 3 7 19 e e
We Le Mathews, IoWA o o o o & o o o & o o Presaener e 1l 2 California
Jase He Underwoode o o o e o o o s o o o j - 1 1 Oregon -----
Alfred Graha.m, Indianao e o o © o o o o ole 11 17 119 t==cedorm=c==-=-
Thomas Brown, Indianfie ¢ o s o o ¢ o o o 1 4 5 | California
James He StOry, IOWBe o o o o o ¢ ¢ o o ef====== 1 1l | Oregone=---
Wme Os Millere o ¢« o o o a o o o ¢ o o 5 156 30 California
Andrew He Dennicke o ¢ o o ¢ o ¢ o o o o 1l 2 4 L—-——do ------
Henry Je Lﬁillero e e © o 6 o © o o = 8 @ 1l 9 ll Oregon -----
John Bryan. 8 8 e 06 0 200 ¢ 0 & ¢ 8 ¢ ¢ TPTEmmmemm 1 l |=ememcnmna——
Je A.rﬂoore, Maine. ¢ 6 6 o o o o o o o o 17 28 117 Oregon ----
Wme Fea, MissSOUrie o« o o ¢ ¢ o 0 s s o o 3 13 48 |=emceemee— —--
W-. Shem'Vin, Missouri e @ o o ¢ @ o » o @ 1" '''' - 1 5 California
Geoe Jones, Virginia. o © o o o & ® ¢ e o 19 31 238 Oregon -----
He Ae Loavens, I11linoiSes o« o o o o » o o 5 20 45 |e==m=do=====
Je Se Bea.mis, I11inioSe o o o ¢ o e o o 7 13 27 |=mme-— dom====
Te Dickerson, I11inoisSe o o o o o ¢ » o o 1 5 13 | Oregon====-~
He He Case, WisconSino e © ® @ ® o o o o 17 27 117 ---- do=e===u=
Those Se Sloane, Wisconsine « « o o o = o 3 9 17 |===~=do===-=
Alfred HaWke o o« o« o © ® 00 ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o gp=—==== 1 3 |weem=domem=-
Chse Fegley, JOWBe o ¢ ¢ o o ¢ © o o o o & 13 17 .73 California
Se Jo Dickerson, Iowae o o ¢ s ¢ o ¢ o @ 7 11 39 |=e——- do==e=-
Gregor ShreevVee o s o o o ¢ o o s o o @ 1 4 9 |=m==—- do=m=m~
Hiram CaiNe o o s ¢ o ¢ ¢ s o o o 8 & o ef===—mmsjmcamund 0 g 0 e e
Fo Te HOWArde o o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o ¢ ¢ ¢ o o 1 3 3 California
Go0e We HoWarde o« o ¢ o 6 o o o o o a o ep==mme—= 1 2 |m==e- dom==m=
Hoe Co Minicke o o o ¢ o @ 2 ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ & o 3 7 43 |e==e== dom====
Robert Schenk, Wisconsine « o ¢ o o « o o 7 13 79 | Oregone=====
Joseph Britt, Iowae « o o« 06 o6 o o o o o 1 4 9 |=mm-- do=====
Se He HindS, WiSOONSONe o s o o s o o » o 2 7 17 |===ee do=m==-
Richard Talbart, I11linniSe o« o o ¢ o« o o pm===z=| 1 2 |==m=—=do=—=~--
w-o e Fraﬁks, IllinOiSo ® 6 0 @ o o @ 8 ByYUTmTmmsecme=- A s i | e s ek S e S
Jemes He Bowen, I11inociSe o« o o o o o o & 1 3 23 | California
Fe Michaelson & Coe, I1linoise « o o o o 5 15 40 |m~ccmppmena—
Te Michaelson, I1linoiSe o« o » o o o o o fee==-== 1 Lo o e
Anderson, TI11linoiSe o o # & o o ¢ ¢ & & oef==== O 5 N e 2 A 0 O ) N W A S D LA 48
Ge Michelson, IllinoiSe « o ¢ » ¢ o o o« o 2 5 37 | california
He Stak, IoWae o« o o o o ¢ oo & ® o o v o 7 19 76 |[=====do===-=
Lauson, IJOWBe o o o @ o ¢ 286 o ¢ 0 o & o|=v==== - 1l 2 |mmee— domme==
He Sceman, LoWae « o o o o o o o » ¢ o o 13 27 276 | California
Ae See:ma.n, JOWBa o ¢ o ¢ o ¢ ¢ o o o ¢ 8 Tr——=—ed-m—ae- AP Sy O R T e SV gy S
Pe Seema.n, IoWAe o ¢ ¢ o ¢ s ¢ 8 ¢ o o &8 Pum——=—- e [ (e b et
Te Seeman, IOWBe o ¢ ¢ 8o & 0 ¢ 60 o ¢ s ap=r=rrmaArcecccgeecencd e ————— -

Te Streiff, Jowae o » / a8 ® ¢ ¢ @ o o B WEEmEEEmEnEmne
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Te Streiff, IoWAe o 2 ¢ ¢ ¢ 6 ¢ o« o o & o o &
He Hunt, IoWae ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o s o o s ¢ 8 s 0 @
Te Sorringor, IoWas » s ¢ o o« ¢ o o » o o o
Te Boilsle, IoWBs o o o ¢ s s o6 8 o 0.0 o o o
Fo Lagerson, Californias o o « o o o o o o o
Peter Timm, Californifie « o « s o ¢ » o o o o
Poter Jacobs, Califforniae o o« o = o o o ¢ o o

w g
=} o A
o [ [3} =]
ap | (=} o]
o o e 64 o—
B Q 9] o-ﬁ
G &~ Gy o o
o [S) o g E
4 & 15 ~— u
'ué é é : 8
= P L= 4
o cva e e -——-q——1 ———————————————— -
P*----jﬂuﬂth-‘- ----- e e e
6 27 46 (mmmtEmm———
3 17 171 | California

Martin Hamﬂp,Califonnia. e e o 0 ¢ 0 o s o o [wwmmme 100 G D M 0 < o o o e N
Marx Dittmer, Californite o o o o o o o o o @fmmre s ofo o i - o s o 2 e
Poter Sanger, Californife o o o o o ¢ ¢ o o sEe=cmmduacriaduacnan s i i -
Johann Trede, £Alifornite o o o o o o 58 o 8 sfem=wmEydocawaw o —————— e e
Claus Gergen, Californifie o ¢ o o o o o o o ofe=mwemdummccagecanmes o —————— --
John Dussler, Californiae o o o s o o o o o a==r=== Sl v nem o s oo ey m o o s v v
Petor Carsten, Californice o ¢ & o 8 & o o o (===m=- 4‘""”: “““““ 4” ‘‘‘‘‘ e g

Claus Hinrichsen, Californifiec « ¢ o s o o o o
John Rohneer, Californiae o e« o « ¢« o s o s o
Henri Weinholz, Californice ¢ ¢ o o+ s o = o @
f'riderich Frahm, Californiae o« o« o o o o o o
Henri SOOS, Californife o« o« s s o s o o o & o
John SOOS, Californiae « o o o s o ¢ o o o o
Honri Timm, Californife o « o o s o o ¢ ¢ o o
Henri Thomsen, Californias o o« » ¢ ¢« o o o o
Christian Leisner, Californife ¢ ¢ « o o o @
John Miller, Californife « = o o« o o ¢ o o =
Peter Conk, Californiae o o o« =« ¢ » o s s &
Claus Budendorf, Californiae o « « « « o o o
Joachim Sﬂg&, Californice o« o o o o ¢ o o o
Charles'Willmaka, Californicie e « o o o » o 4o
JOSePh Whtson. ® & © © o © @ & 8 @ 6 o @ @
Lowis e GArviNne o o o o ¢ o o o ¢ o » o o
Laricelot Carre ¢ o o o ¢ o o ¢ ¢ o o o = @
Benjamin Je Curlere s ¢ s » ¢ 5 ¢ o s s & o o
William Gughton, I11inoiSe o @ o o ¢ & o o @

fomm oy

b o 0 e oy = g

s w1 5 e

—————— . T e a e
- e ) . - i e et
------ 1——--—-—-———————#—»
- - o o -
- v o - . [ e 0 et ot o o o
- - - - o
- - D D D S g - — -
=S e i 1 e o S e S S 28 D s e = -

-------------------
----- ) kS - -
i o e o - - -

269 | Oregon=w===
73 California
36 pu=mmdormom—-
35 |r==mdom=e~=-
24 je==edow=w—-




- 14 =

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, City end County of San Francisco, sse

E. P. Ream, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is acquainted
with He Seemann, whose name is written at the head of the list of names oh
this sheet; that the said Seemann aclmowledged to this deponent that this
is his genuine signature, and also that he wrote the names following his
at the request of the said parties thereto, who were members of a train
of emigrants umder his lead, bound to California.

E. P. REAM,

Subscribed and sworn to before me October 25, 1859,
HENRY HAIGT, Notary Publie

FORT HALL,
Oregon Territory, July 15, 1858,

This is to certify that we, the unders:.gned have travelled over the
Pacific wagon road, better known as Lander's Cut-0ff, and find it a very
acceptable road for emigrantse We think it preferable to any other roed
across the mountains in many respects; most of the way it is well worked,
and with a bridge across Green river (the only stream at all troublesome)
it would be as good a road as many now travelled in the States; it is some
five days' travel shorter than any other road across the mountainse There
is no desert to cross on this route, no alkali to kill your stock; but
instead, plenmty of good water, abundance of grass, and wood enough to
satisfy any reasonable mane. Many of the undersigned have crossed by other
routes, and give this the preferences

William Glaze, Missouries

Je Be Nevins, New Hampshire.

Erastus Downing, Missourie

William Martin, Missouris

William A, Stone, Missouri.

Olee Emins, Wisconsine

William Flanagin, Missouris

George We Lindermen, Illinois.

George We Brown, Lowa.

Alexander Anthony, Missourie

John Begby, Missourie

Mprion Stow, Missouries

Es We Newkerk, Towae

Ae Clubb, Towas

.  «Be Fe Grigwodd, Iowa.

Henry Ye Goldsmith, Wisconsine

Fe Williams, Wisconsine

Joseph Me Nelson, Ohioe

Jervies Je. Hedgpeth, Missourie

William Wright, Missouri.

Jacob Arter, Iowae

Amos Crater, Iowae

James Se Mooney, New Hampshires

William Norman, Illinoise

Thomas Redy, Illinoise

John Longhead, Yew Yorke
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De S« Sage, Wisconsine

James Wetherhead, Wisconsine

William Carll, Illinoise

John Wetherhead, Wisconsine

Joseph Ge Daniel, Iowae

Amos Smith, Wisconsine

Thomas Butler, Wisoonsin.

David Chubb, Wisconsin .

James Contell, Wisconsine

Charles Kaye, Wisconsine

Williem Shirly, Wisconsine

David Atkein, Wisconsine

William Robertson, Wisconsine

Thomas Ke Yber, Wisconsine

Luke Smith, Wisconsine

Lyman Carpenter, Iowae

George W, Martin, Iowa.

Garret Clawson, Iowae

S« Te Armstrong, Trenton, Wisconsine
Geo. Gray, Nininger City, Mimmesata
Ge Re Kidder, Claremont, Minnesotae
Allen Mead, {llinoisa

Robert Steere, Oswego County, New York.
Ge We Squires, Carl county, Illinois.
Ce e Kauffman, Louisa county, Iowae
Ae He Kauffman, Louisa county, Iowa.
E. Re Wood, Palmyra, Wisconsine

Re Do WOOdS, Omahe. Clty.

John He Squier, Cass county, Michigane
Wme Wheeling, Bernadotte, Fulton county, Illinois.
Ae W. Robinson, Bernmadotte, Fulton county, Illinoise
Je Re Carey, Illinoise. '

Hill Burkhart, Washtenaw, Michigan.
Je Ge Smith, Missourie

Ne Be Rine, Missourie

Je To Da.y, Missourie

Je ile Kaufman, Missoumi.

rEBénraine

Charles Lgwrencee

Je Le Xinkadee

Charles Jollye.

We IIe Wells, Wisconsine

Je Me Contters

Ee He Scotte

Se Ce Whitlatch, Illinoise

Fe He Hathaway, Illinoise

James Pattersons

04 Je Rogerse

Re Christy.

Martin Christye.

Michail Bourk, Wisconsine

Amberson Huff, Michigens

George McVica®, Wiscohsine

Re We Tilton, Washington county, Pennsylvaniae
Ce Hickey, Wisconsine

Ge Re Vansioclen, Michigane
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James Guild, Chicago, Illinoiss
John A, Hickey, Wisconsine
Benjamin Sanders, Marengo, Illihois.
John Pettinger, Dubuque, Iowae
Howard Peterzon, Minnesotaes
George Quigle, Illinoise
Alfred Graff, Elgin, Kane county, Illinoise
Je Se Demeson, Michigane
Chester Smock, Minnesotae
He Be Beach, Marengo, Illinois.
John Quigle, DeKalb, Illinoise. v
John Ge. Sneider, Anderson county, Kansas.
Jacob Whitbeock, Delhi, Iowas
Edwin Ge Kinne, Oconomowock, Wisconsine
Francis Eatoh, New Yorke
Charles We Ryder, Wisconsine
Je He Ingersoll, Delhi, Iow ae
Thomas Eagan, Waukesha, Wisconsine
Peter Eagan, Waukesha, Wisconsine
James Johnson, Illinoise
Cherles Follansbee, Kane county, Illinoise
James Ee Beaoch, Elgin county, Illinoisi
Riley MoHenry, Elgin county, Illinoise
Amos Van Vleck, Wisconsine
Wme He Springer, Miohigane
John Arnold, Wisconsine.
William Be Tiffeny, Hastings, Minnesotae
Selmon Scott, Oskland, Michigane
Bartlett A. Day, Minnesotae
George We Springs, (Illegible.)
James Ee Harvey, Minnesotas
Rauben Burroughs, Ontario county, New Yorke
James Coughran, Reedsburg, Wisconsine
Comfort He Knappe
Thomas Ve Re Rathbune
Samuel Coughran, Reedsburg, Wisconsine
Te He Jawette 8
Henry Be Gaige, Reedsburg, Sauk county, Wisconsine
James We Beebes
Albert Marstone
Levi Se Reede
James LaWe
George Winchestere
Leonard Law, Iowae
John We Allem, New York.
Jerome Beebe,
John Anderson, Iowas
Ge We Colwell, Iowae
William Ae Evans, Pennsylvaniae
John Levander, Iowae
Charles Catterell, Iowa county, Wisconsine
Levi purgess, Wisconsine
Anthony James, Wisconsine
George Selvester, Wisconsine
John Ae Bloomser
..Dawid Ce Reed




Abraham Selvester, Wisoonsine

We Ho Legol, Wisconsine

George We Hill, DeKalb county, Illinoise
James Temple, Illinoise.

De Co Ada.ms, Ioweae

Thomas Welker, Wisconsine

Ae Me Johnson, Ilowae

John Stanaway, Wisconsine

Se Se Chandler, Wisconsine

He He Rice, Wisconsine

Re Alderson, Missouris

Ee Ce Sessions, Wisconsine

Be Fe Saltzman, Wisconsine

Ae C. Coates, Wisconsine

Thomas Je Coates, Wisconsine

Charles Pe Iraber, Wisconsine

Jesse L, Coates, Wisconsine

Me De Dyhee, Kentuckye

Thomas Anderson, Kansas Territobye.
Christian Finger, Kansas Territadry.
Themes Ge Murray, Kensase

Ee Be Purdom, Franklin, Kansase

Je Bowley, Lawrence, Kansase

Moses Wright, Indianae

Me He Mertone

Je Hie Benmette

Harry Burkes

Je Ce Purdom, Franklin, Kansas Territorye.
Benjamin Purratt, Franklin, Kansas Territorye
David Vanostan, Franklin, Kansas Territorys
James Roggers, Franklin, Kansas Territorye
de He Earbye

He We Tiels

Se We Smith, Freeport, Illinoise

Sa Gregory, Blackford, Indianae

Hoe Mo Wells, Illinoise

Re Haines, Jackson, Iowas

William Rice, Jackson, Missourie

John Ce. Richardson, Janesville, Wisconsine
Charles P. Murphy, Janesville, Wisconsine
Francis Gaffertys

John Ge Alason, Iowae

Isaac Bradwell, Alleghany county, ?ittsburg, Pennsylvanias
Ce Le Lamoreux, La Porte, Indianae
Charles Ae. Sankey, Pittsburg, Pemnsylvaniae
Almon Menter, Homer, New Yorke

Martin Menter, Syracuse, New Yorke

John Thornbury, New Cumberland, Virginiae
De Be Conger, Homer, New Yorke

Ce Slack, Michigane

Ge Me Piherce, Michigane

William Walton, Pennsylvaniae

James Brenneman, Ohioe

Chester Menter, Homer, New Yorke
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John MoMichael, Alleghany county, Pemnsylvaniae -
John He Sawyer, Bristol, Kenosha county, Wisconsine
Ge Be Franklin, Fort Dodge, Iowae

Pe. McVicar, Salem, Wisconsine

Re Spemcer, Bristol, Wisconsine

John We Cleveland, Bristol, Kenosha county, Wisconsine
Oe Se Smith, Kossuth county, Iowae

Dee Joel Richardson, Hartland, lainee
Benjemin Ce Berwise.

Dre Oe We Ko McAllister, Blue Earth county, lMinnesotae
Alfred Ne Ludington, Dallas county, Iows.
James Maenitz, Freeport, Illinoise.

Charles L. Buckman, Franklin, DeKalb county, Illinoise
Augustus Stiger, Freeport, Illinoise

Joseph Schwab, Freeport, Illinoise.
Frederick Stoll, Freeport, Illinoise.

Qe Lo Manfield, Warren, Illingise.

Ce Pe Ludesher, Davenport, Iowae

George Se Lamin, Freeport, Illinoise

De Te Culbertson, Wisconsine

De De Atkinson, Wisconsine

He He Longley, Rochester, Minnesotas

Ldward Ke Finson, Iowa.

Alexander Spaulding, “‘innesota.

Re Sherer, Minnesotae

Rufus Emery, Maineas

Homer Le Clark, Iowae

Williem Todde ’

Ferguson Chappell, Cedar county, Iowas
Nicholes Simmons,

Franklin Finson, Iowas

Moses He Finson, Iowe.

Rufus Be Emerys

Re Ne McCollum, Michigane

Se Se Cox, Liberty, ftichigan.

George We MoCollum, Michigen.

Jemes Young, Michigane

Caswell Coil, Logan county, Illinoise.
Philip Marvel, Missourie.

William Bleck, Mobile, Alebemas

Ce Ce Parker, Springfield, Illinois.

George Ce Hurd, llenasha, Wisconsine

Ae De Yelson, Jackson county, Michigane

Ee Ps Bradford, Cook county, Illinoise.
Williem Jacobs, Grundy,county, Illinois.
(One name illegiblea)

John P. Higgins, Richland county, Illinoise
Elisha Swift, Hillsdale, Michigan.

Williem Fowlere

John Milliken, North Carolinae

L. He Rouze, Chio.

Samuel Dagget, lMercer counby, Illinoise
James Ferguson, Brownville, New Yorks
Almiron Degget, Warren coumty, Illinoise

Ee De Ketochum, De Kalb county, Tllinoise




BeslEh

John Case, Iowa.
Richard Jones, Illinoise
Fayette Lincoln, Cook county, Illinoise.
David Wilson, Marion county, Iowa.
De Ce McKercher, Stwphenson county, Illinoise
Joseph Woodwarde
John Ce Creswell, Multnomeh county, Uregone
James Cummings, Fremont county, Iowae
Ee Humphrey, Illinoise
Williem Orcutt, Hillsdale county, Michigane
(One name illegiblee)
James Daily, Michigane
(one name illegibles)
As Je Clem, Iowa. '
Joseph Whaling, Illinoise
He Exe Doce 63 = 2
Je Le Wagner, Illinois.
Oliver Bowers, Illinoiss

.« i sWey the,Unhdérsigned, emigrants to California and Oregon, having just
passed, with our wagons and stockL over the new government roed from the
South Pass to Fort Hall, (called “ander's Cut=-0ff,) do hereby state that
the poad is abundantly furnished with good brass, water, and fuel; there
is no alkali and no desert, as upon the old road, and while upon it out
stock improved and rapidly recovered from sickness and lamenesse

We were much surprised at the great amount of labor that has been
done in cutting out the timber and bridging and grading the road, and
in all respects it more than met our expectations, especially those of
us who have heretofore travelled the other routes; but we would respect-
fully suggest that a bridge should be erected as soon as possible over
Green river, the fording of which is dangerous and #nX cause of much
trouble to the emigration, and in one instance the loss of lifee

We have been treated kindly and, in every case where the circumstances
required it, aided and assisted on our way by the wagon road expedition,
and we have likewise received the kindest treatment from the Indiens; end
we advise the overland emigration to California and Oregon to teke this
road, as the shortest and best adapted for the comfort of the traveller
and the preservation of stock, especially if the government, in view of
the advantages of this route, should cause Green river to be bridgeds
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Statement of Emigrants to California and Oregon
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Ce Je BUIlOOk, I1linoise o o o o » s o o 1 2 9 |mmmmeccnaman
Ervin Crane, Michigane s o« %o o o o o o 2 5 12 | Oregon====--
Oe Je Britton, Hissourie o« « o o s o & o 1 2 4 |emmeadp=————
John Monholland, Missourie o ¢ o« o o o e 1 4 6 | California
Frenklin DuI'ShGG, IoWae ¢ o o o 06 s 0 1 3 8 |mmem- du=—rm—-
Richard Dowlere o« o« ¢ o s » ® o 0o 0o & o @ 1 2 9 Oregon---n-
Co Io Potarsone o o o o6 o ¢ s o o o 9 o mmmmiemiemas s e e S miantatts (s L LT LT
A Cullings. ®© o o o o © o e » » 0 & & @ 2 9 17 California
el Marvel, Missomrie o o o o o ® e o o o 1l 2 4 =] Q=m——-
John Fe MOOI'S, Kansase o« » o o o o » o & 1l 7 12 =Jdo===~~
Caswell COil, I11in0isSe o o o & o e o o @ 1 7 8 sl lt s EL L LT
James Young, I11inoiSe o s« s o ¢ o » o o 1l 3 6 fpmm=m~do===n-
James Caruthers, Wisconsin, (1 padkcmule)es 1 5 7 pm===do=====
William Jones, Iissourie o o o s » o o o 2 9 15 fpem== dO===m=
“Ell Se - NewscoNe o o s o o e o & 5 & o o o 1 4 10 f=r=== Jdo~w===m
Cyrus Crouche o« o ¢ o o ¢ 6 ¢ o ¢ o o o o 1 1 2 e e o (| Qo o o e
Thomas Goodhue, I11inoiBee o o o o o e & o 1l 1l 3 o= a(] Qe = o
De Loveland, (passeng;er). S 8 8 00 e o 8 |TEmmmmgm e do==m=m
Allen Ensley. ¢ 8 o ¢ 06 o 8 0 2 o & 2 » @ 3 5 28 California
German Buckland, I11inociSe s o o o o o o 4 8 23 gmme- dommmmm—
John We ENBleye s o o ¢ o o ¢ 5 0o 20 o 1 2 4 Aemmedo=====
Ce Ee Parker, Springfield, Illinoise « 4 8 27 A====do=====
Truman Ce Clark, I111inocise o o o = o & . 1 2 8 0 =
Ae Me Gibba.ns, I11inoisSe o o o ¢ s o o @ 1 3 2 ——mm(Qm————
Fo Ge Gilber'b, I11inoiSe o e o o o o o o 1 3 2 Qe ———
Re Cos Ma.ynes, I11in0iSe o o o s » o o . 3 13 33 s (JO o e
L, Klerlcc, I11in0iSe o o ¢ o ¢ o o o o g f=—==cfuaa== —— ~do=m——-
Je De Freeman, Minnesotee o o o o s s o fpr—mecafaneaeome—.—— Ae===do==cn-
GEOrge Ae Bronson, IoWAe o o o o o o & & [monmee o ot o e = =} O w e e
Re 'L'e.,yton, IoWae ¢ o 6 ¢ o 0 ¢ ¢ 0o 0 » & fr=—==- oo ot e e (O e
John Poplma.n, Wisconsine o s o o o & o o et S = O ==
Ee Bronson, IoW&e e » ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ o 5 s o efr—rmm=wmpucamcabhacaa.— = mOmm———
Johann Blum. Wisconsine s« e ¢ o o o o » ef===—=a o it 0 e e e =0 m————
Amasa Adams, Michigole s o o o o o o o o =mmmmefon=m e e el 0 = mm
Ge He Browne, Illimoice ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o ¢ ¢ » m—p PP e (v s e ) prmmmrn ] Qe e
Je Se Brown, IoWGe e « o s 2 o 8 ¢ & & s Pe—=—wapmmmoe- o oo o e 2 (] O e e
Martin Dea.n’ Wisconsine o s o o o ¢ s o op=m==m—fprmm—me= (s mmm-
Le Be Barkalow, IoWas o o s o o o o o s ef====== i e e = e ====} California
He We RUMZG4 o o o o 2 o © 0 © o o o & ¢ F==r—mrm ageabae ke tebcinlie s s ekl S
Ee Ge Rumseye o ¢ ¢ o o o ¢ ¢ 0 ¢ o 8 o sfmmm=== P S e el s m St e ;-
We Be MOCUNGs o o o ¢ ¢ 6 0 o o ¢ 6 o a omm=rm= o o s sy i At G ———
Te Co TorMicke o ¢ o ¢ ¢ s 8 ¢ 6 o 2 o o ) LT i (et [ mmnm—— -
Se Nowellse o o o o o o 8 0 8 8 8 8 0 8 o YETEISESSEamipm - ——— ) | Dt —— sl
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Joe Se DOddBe ¢ @ o ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 0 ¢ & o o 1
Se Bo COrre s« « s ¢ ¢ 6 ¢ o 2 s 06 o o o =7
Whne Pursole s o o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ o ¢ s o o o1
Wme He Pa.yn. ® 6 o6 o o ¢ & o &4 © © o o o "
Je Mitchelle »

Marcus TonWicke o« ¢ ¢ o o o & ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o of

John Batgene « ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ s 2 s ¢ ¢ o o
John Johnston, I11inoise o o o o ¢ o o o 4
Wme Cherry, I11linoisSe o o o o o o o o o o
Oliver Johnston, Illinoise o« « o« s o o o 9
Wme Isirel, Missourie o o e o & 3 o o & o7
Jamss Isirel, Missourie s s ¢ s o o ¢ ¢ o
Leman Ge Hall, I11inoise ¢ o ¢ o ¢ o o @
Alexe Carpentore o ¢ o ¢ o o o ¢ 0o o s o -

- - i --J

Pe Wa Cunningham. e o & 9 © 6 % 0o o o 5 @
Me Belle o
John Re LaMe o # ¢ o ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ o s o o o o
Te He Ekley, MiOhig&no e & o & 8 o & © o @
B Coffin, Wisoonsine e ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ o o o o
Se Be Butler, Wisconsine o o o o o« o o o o
Robert Duffey, ﬂ:&li’ﬂ@m& " o 5 0 » & o o

2= e o e

Wmo'l‘aylor, J11linoiSe o ¢ o o ¢ s ¢ o o @
Me Roe Croft, IOWAe o ¢ o s o o o o o o o

po - -

o v . T —

= California
....--..do -----
e

Californisa

e 2w v o o -

------do-----

Be Fo Couoh, Pennsylvania. o 8 o 8 @ & o @
He White, I11inoiSe o o o's o o o o & o o
EdWin Ce MaI'ShB.ll, IllinOiS. e o ®» o ©» o o
Ne Re Ponney, I11linoiSe o o o o o o o s @
Pe Be Lovett, I11linoiSe o o o o o ¢ o o o
Ge We Bucke e o
Lo»H.BI'B.dy..o¢-aoooooo-oo.
JOhn Walter, IllinOiSo e e 8 o o o e o
John Stewartl, Wisconsins e o « ¢ o o o
Robert Steen, Wisconsine e« o« o o s o
James MoNaughton, Wisconsine o o ¢ o @
(One name illegible)- e o o ®» 8 o o o v o
Samuel McNaughton, Wisconsine o« ¢ o o o »
Malcolm McNaughton, Wisconsine « « o o o o
Alexander Vass, WisconSine « o o o ¢ o o o
Charles Kittlesone ¢« o ¢ ¢ o ¢ s ¢ ¢ s o &
Ande We Galley. e o o
John FOye e & & o
Rufus AImMONle ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢« ¢ & & o & » = & @

e @ ¢ &6 0 ¢ @ 06 0 ¢ 8 o™
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Robert Rintoule ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 2 ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o
RobertMcCalley.. e 8 ¢ & 0 &6 0 ¢ o & 8 O
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George Reining, OhiOe ¢ o ¢ a o o ¢ o o @ 4 25 35 Oregon-----
Sylvester Patten, Wisconsine.« « s ¢ o o o 4 25 3b =30
Loster Patten, WisconsiNe ¢ ¢ ¢ o o ¢« o s p 4 25 35 fremc=dom=m-=-
We Ge Nickerson, Wisconsine o o o o o o o [ru==== 25 35 jre=e=dom===-
me Babcock,'Wisconsin. o o & ® 8 o & © @ 4 25 35 e mmmn(m———-
Ae Sconton, Wisconsine o ¢ o« o« s o o 0 ¢ fe===== 25 35 |r=me=dO=e=--
John Fronke o ¢ o ¢ ¢ ©¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ @ ¢ ¢ & & o [r=——etecmca=a 35 memamqoe=c=-
De Se Bonsom, Wisconsine ¢ ¢ o o ¢ s o o of====—= hm————— 35 pr=mmedo=—==-=
Fe Homﬁs, OhiOe o ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o @ ¢ 0 0 o o 4 25 35 r---—do-----
Ge W.'Wolder, I11linoisSe o ¢ ¢ e o ¢ o o @ 4 25 35 k--—-do-----
Mark Mo PUWGll, Wiscons8ine « o ¢« ¢ o o o o 4 25 35 rmmmmO=e———
Edward Allen, WisconsiNe ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ o o af====== e e 0 e e e 5 e e 2 -
George Lonels ¢ ¢« © o ¢ s ¢ o 06 6 © 8 o ¢ [=—=—= hhakatadete o T e O L-” ''''''' o
JOhn R. Benefiel, Indial]a. e o L ] e & [ ] [ ] *——"—- L-‘----'-‘ Soih =
John Thomson, I1linoise ¢« o« o o ¢ o ¢ o o p===——p==—comfe=w wana Oregon==r=w
Tristram *ayhew, lMassachusebtse ¢« o o o o [F===-- b e fo e e e e (] O n e
De We Harris, IllinOiSa e 9 6 06 6 © o o o PEm=—= e o e o et o e e el 0 i 0 9 O 0 s
Thomas Walters, IllinoisSe « o ¢ o ¢ s o o 4 25 35 | Oregon==r=r-
Charles Porter, IllinoiSe e ¢ o s o o o o [~= - o i bl e e e el
He Parkere « o aimtaletniad ToLL LI T L IO oo s

e & o & ® = 6 @ @ S © & o 8
Luther Howere o o ¢ ¢ ¢ o o
Ransom Northupe o o o

Ira Isted, Iowaw o o »
Alken Tart, IoWoe « ¢ ¢ © ¢« o ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o
Henry Me Hell, Michigane o o o «

Ge Bes ROSs, Wisconsine « o o o o

John Johnston, Illinoise ¢ « o o
Je Me Gilliland, I11inoi8e o o «

e ®© o o o
® o © o o
e & °® o ®
e 8 o ¢ o
s o ® 0o @

We Fe Everett, I11linoisSe ¢ o o o
William Gill, IllinOiSo ® o o o o o o ¢ o W

e o e e e

Yreke, Cals

=g gm=-
_California.
---—éo - o -

——--do-———-

Alfred J. Cooper, IllinOiSo e @ 6 @ o o o [ ------F_—-_——d“---_do--___
George We-Scofield, I11inoiSe o o o o o o = s e Lt
Thomes Fuller, IllinoiSe o ¢ o o & s ce o o pm e e mmm=we  Cglifornia
"Se He Loomis, I111in0iSe ¢ o o ¢ s o ¢ & o powrF-Foym———femc—— - California
He Se Phillips, I11inoise ¢« ¢ s ¢ o o & o r""-“"'ﬁ--- - do =
Russell Je. Wblls, IoWae ¢ o o ¢ ¢ ¢ o o @ 1 4 |mmm=m—ae (roegone—-=
George Se Barnes, Wisconsine ¢ e« o ¢ o o @ 1 4 |=m—mm— e e e JO = e
Hiram Me Jones, IoWaes ¢ o o # 0 o ¢ o o @ 3 15 |======a (alifornia
Michael Hallesy, I1linoiSe e« o o o o o o o 2 pemm—— ~do
Ira Moshier, ItWee o o ¢ ¢ o ¢ 0 ¢ & & o of posemm e v o o= dom====
George Sharp, JoWBe ¢ ¢ ¢ © 0 ¢ ¢ 0 o o @ r“"""-“'“-”T '''' = e Qo e
Je Re Bonnett, Indianfie ¢ e s o ¢ o s o o == —=(0=mm==
Je Ne Bennett, Indienfe ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o o e e e o e o e e e e e = (] O e e
George (Clark, Michigane ¢« o ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o @ - e e m v Qo e
Wie Holle o o o © ¢ ¢ © ¢ 8 8 ¢ ¢ 06 ¢ ¢ § ===~ mme=—Srcescwcewssceo~——som= e
Re Do Harkness, I11in0iSe o s o ¢ ¢ o o o =rmmcccmmcmnecomam——— California
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James Ardérye o o o ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢ @ 0 o & o & et-mmmmmbeceeo, r o o e 0 4 e e
Chapman WhrginS. ® 6 o o 0 9 6 0 0 ¢ ¢ g WUm—ow=- = srem e e en -0 e 5 e 5, e e B
Patrick Age. ® 6 0 0 0 8 8 8 0 06 & 8 & @ PUrmmEmmdenm b ————
Edward Kerre o « ¢ ¢ s « s ¢ ¢ 6 o ¢ s o §grmrmmem—fem—w—- e e e e e s ot - o
Micheel Fegan. e 0 ® o 0 0 06 8 06 o 8 o o Wy o o e o e i e e e o e
Daniel Matthews, I1lincise o« o« ¢ ¢ o o ¢ t=== o e o i i e e i
Edward Fagan, I11inoisSe o o o o ¢ 8 o ¢ o|===we—fmmcvmndonm—"— e ees o
Patrick Deny, I11inoisSe o o« o o o o ¢ o o|=r=r—ctocccactenen— - Californie
Robert Perry, Illinois. e & 8 6 ¢ 0 ¢ o QTETETm-m o o o o o et froe ot e e rmmem(O=———
John Kane, Illinois. e ® o 6 © 6 0 6 6 @ Yrmm——— —-'“'-ﬂ ---- do=m—=-
Jamss Sinamen, Illinois. o o 06 o 8 o 8 o gEmmmm—tememcnden o et et
Jared Kerbles o o o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ o o ¢ & -"-"“"-"""--"‘-"“-""""'"’- ----------
Thomas Ees Stanton, Ioweae ¢ o o o o o o o 4 6 21- 35 California
Elon Whitos o o o s o s s ¢ o 6 ¢ o s &« [ amtahalo bt e 0 S e e B e o e e
Foe Hoe Hazarde o ¢ o« ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ 0 ¢ 0 o o efp==—wevfemun et ecraciote ettt —
Jooel Stantonle o« o ¢ ¢ 6 ¢ o o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ & ef=mmmmpecca—.- PSS e uh s o Jarad et o e -
Ae Watermene o« ¢ ¢ ¢« o o o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ & T-——===¢ o A e R U S o O e o 2
Edward Pew, ©ivil engineers ¢ o ¢ s o o ef==remmbonmnmedmne e ————————
Ne Re Stanton. @ & 8 B 0 8 O 8 ° 6 6 § ¢ Ymmemmmiemenes e AL ------------
Robert BroWne e o ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ o 6 o ¢ o ¢ ep=——==efemceu=~ TP =0 oo o oL e v G o e bl
William Bunting. e @€ » o 0o & ¢ ¢ & o ° o b o Db 9 0 vl i e et
Joseph Richardsone ¢« o « s o ¢ ¢ o s ¢ ¢ Fo—rerafpucmmmadmmmnn- poemenc -
Hiram Dodge, Nobe o © o ¢ e« ¢ o ¢ ¢ o o » 4 14 25 Orogone==-
George We StONGe ¢ o ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ 6 ¢ o 8 o PJe—=—=—= O S 0. o S A o o D e 2 o ' @ o € O s e e
Augustus We Burrill, Mainoe « ¢ o ¢ « o o 1 4 8 Oregon==~=
We Jo Broughton. ® o 0 & 0 @ & ¢ 4 o o g "PrmEmmmm—y L ----- — 6 R —mdiuy
George We Crist, IoWoe o o o o o o o o o fo==me—fomccoedommanan Californie
He R. Diokerson, Illinois. ® ® 0 o 6 o o WHEFEmFmogTmmmmE=m— 2 4k o e S - --—-do -----
Ee Ae DOdge, I11inoiSe ¢ o o ¢ o o o & o gr=mmemdenca-. Pt === ==
Fe Lightle, I11inoise o o o o ¢ o o & s efm=r==mgmc=n -~ 9 pem===do=r~ee-
Re Fe Brown, I11inoiSe o o o o o ¢ o s o Fr====r e 4*""-' """ do=====
He Ee Rankin, I11linociss e o o o ¢ s s o et ==r==fmmam=- T """" Q= ———-
He He LGWiS, Nebraska Territory. e 5 0 o Frmmmmmd et m——————h - e —-——

Rute Hoffman, ChiOe ¢ © © © o ¢ o ¢ o o o1
Je Be Hoffman, OhiOe o o o o .
Hs Se Tarrington, I11inoiSe « o o s & o o
John Balluf, I11inoisSe o e o o o ¢ o s o ¥
We Parsons, IoWae ¢ o ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ 2 o o o o1
Je Ae Everett, I11ihoise o o o o o o o o 1
He Harrington, I11ihoiSe o o« o o » ¢ o o 4
Ae La Veille, I11in0iSe o« o o« o o ¢ o o o
John Kunkle, I11in0iSe o o o ¢ = s o o o
John We Balluf, I11in0iSe o o 4 « o & « "
Joseph Balluf, IllinoisSe o o ¢ o o o« o o ¢

-

koo o s o

o e o]

Oregon===-

s o —-do————-

Californie,

i o o e 0 (] () m m e e
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Aes Be Moore, JOWBe ¢ # ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o o o 5 19 30 Oregon -----
Je He DoW, JOWBe o ©¢ o ¢« o s 6 o ¢ o o & o 4 12 64 ----—dol--""
Williem Richardson, Iowsae o o o o o o o o 2 5 11l |e====do==e-=
ReiiSe Butler, IoWAe o ¢ ¢ ¢ 0 o ¢ 0o 5 o @ 1 2 2 |=mme=dom—e=-
Je Bierschback, Wisconsine « o« ¢ o s o o o 2 6 6 |m====do=====
Le KOI'dS. Wisconsine o o ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ o o o o====m=w= 6 6 |w==—- do==m==
Fe Kords, Wisconsine ¢ o« o« ¢ s ¢ o o o o of==== 6 6 |m==—=do==--=-
Ee Geo Crane, I111inoiSe o o ¢ o o o o ¢ o 2 7 8 California
Sylvester.Critz, Iowae ¢ ¢ o o o © = « o o 1 3 5 |=====do====-
Se We MaxWell, I11in0iSe o » @ o o o o o 4 6 20 63 |=m==- o= ==—=
James Re Hyhes, I11linoise e o o ¢ o o s @ 7 19 90 |==mw==do==r=-
Samuel Ae Bone, I11inociSe o o o s ¢ o o & 2 9 16 |=e==- JO ===
Je Je Kunzler, Illinoise o « o ¢ o ¢ o o T 1 4 6 |em——— do=====
Alexander Brander, IllinoisSe ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o 4 1 1 2 |mmme= domm=—=
We We Bolden, Wisconsine o o o o ¢ o o o 4o 2 4 14 |=eee- (O ===
Jemes W. Easterly, New York and Missouri. 11 28 118 |e-=<=domem===
Williem He Peer, Wisconsine o o o o o o 1 2 4 |=meo=- domm=we
De Fe Edwards, 11in0oisSe o« ¢ ¢ o o2 0o o @ 11 8 8l]l |e=~=edo=we~=
Me Mo I{arrison, Wisconsim o o o ¢ o o o o 1l 6 9 |=mem-doe==—-
Le We Ingalls, Illinoj.s. e o 0o 0 0 o o 0o 2 6 9 |=ew==do=r—==
William i, Waggoner, 111inofiSe o o o o o ==r=== 6 frmmmmtmemmnfom————
Le Ce Cha.mberlin, I111inoiSe o o o o .o e 2 4 12 g=mme(Ommm———
William Lee, OhiCe ¢ o ¢« 2 ¢ o ¢ ¢ o o & 4 2 7 7T |==——= (O==m=—e==
Be Geithmann, IllinOiSo ¢ © 0o o & & 0 o @ 5 27 43 |mm—=—- qo=em—m=
Je De Willson, I11inoise o o o o o s o ¢ 1 2 2 |mem==do===--
CoL,KI‘OI], Iowee « « 6o 0o ¢ s o o o o @ 1 2 4 |===e—do===--
De Se Zossin, I11inoiSe @« ¢ ¢ o o & o o @ 1 2 2 |merm==(om=—=-
Le We Miller, 111inoiSe o o ¢ 6 & o o o o 1 4 9 |====mdo==w==
George Westolp, I11linoise e ¢ ¢ o ¢ o o o 2 7 8 |=====do==w=-
Je Jeffs, I11inoiSe ¢ @« ¢ o o o o © & & o 2 9 16 |=m==- dom==-=-
Samuel Harrison, Wisoonsine ¢ o« o o ¢ o o 11 16 110 |===e- do=====
Torkel Keirson, Iowae ¢« o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o 1 5 1l |=-===d0==—-=
John Re CaldWGJ.]., J11inoiSe o = o o » o o 1l 2 22 Oregon -----
James Be mCE,lhany, OregONe = ¢ ¢« ¢ o = o 4 2 11 58 [me=mm=doe==—=
Me We House, Caelifornite o o ¢ ¢ o o o .Lc 2 13 250 |mmmmmmmeem———
Washington Farmer, Californice ¢ o o s o ¢ 4 120 T00  |meemm— -
Se Me Farmer, OhiOoe o« ¢ o ¢ o ¢ o s o o o 3 9 31 California
John Hale, OhiOe o« ¢ # @ @« a8 ¢ o ¢ o o @ 7 17 131 |===-=do===e=
Thomas Dickins, OhiCe ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o ¢ 0 o o 1 5 21 |==we- (Om====
John Woods, Wisconsine ¢« ¢ o« s« ¢ = s o o 4 13 79 | Oregonesw=--
James Wison, Wisconsille s ¢ a ¢ ¢ ¢ & o o |====== 1 3 |=mm=m—- dom==—-
John McClupe, Wisoonsine s o a o s o o o 14 33 27) |=====(o=====
Charles Bellnap, Wisconsine e o o o o o o 9 17 139 |====—- domm===
William Wetson, ChtOe ¢ ¢ o o« o o ¢ o o @ 3 leeeme- 38 ! California
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Oe Sproul, ﬂissouri. e ¢ o o 5 o 06 0 & o @ 3 10 35 o e (O o = =
.A.. Donovan, ----- e & o o o o. e e o o o o 1 4 13 "'-"-'-do -----
Se Zrivers, Indianae ¢ s o ¢ o ¢ o ¢ o o o 7 13 33 jrmee—- dom====
Te Zrivers, Indiange o ¢ ¢ « ¢ ¢ o 0o o o o 9 17 108 e = m———
Je Te Wadsworth, Indianfe s o ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o 17 31 371 o e (D mom = e
Millard Robinsony IllinoisSe e o o o o o o 1 3 13 California
Levi Ha Chasch, I11inoiSe e o o o e ¢ o = 7 11 47 peeme(eeee=
Ge Ko Campbell- 4 o 8 & @ © ¢ o o o o o @ e e 0 i e e e e e e e e e e
John LUOS, I11inoiSe o « o ¢ o ¢ o o » & @ 11 19~ 113 Culiifornia
Joseph Ae Jacobs, Minnesotfe « o o o o o o |==m==y e ef e e o e ot
Je Le Criss, Minnesotae o« o s ¢« o 5 o o o [|====——- 1 4 California
William He Robinson, I1linoise o « « o » » 10 21 62 e s JO = e
Ne Se Batcheller, I11inoiSe o o o ¢ o o » 3 7 29 o e (] Qo= = e e
Se He Blongery Minnesotas « ¢ s o o ¢ o o 7 17 129  pee==do==~=~-
Ede {Je Wadsworth, Indianfs ¢ s s o o o o 27 42 27 ot s (] Qs
Re Ve Newsham, Minnesotoe o s ¢ o 0 o o 8 [===m== * “““““ I e =2 e = O mm =
De Wo Anderson, JOWHe o o # » ¢ o ¢ o 5 o 1l 3 3 —mes(jQ = ———
We Roberts, IoWeae o o @ ¢ 0 ¢ o ¢ o o o o 1l 1l 12 skt (L LTS
We Yo Tranele o« s ¢ s o o 5 6 0o o 8 ¢ & & 1 4 10 e e=Qe———-
Ae Denniston, JoWBe » o o o s s & 6 0 8 o [|EmmE—eqgea. T SO e A o %0 e 0 do=m—=~~
He Littell, IoOWBse o @ o o ¢ 6 ¢ ¢ 0 o ¢ @ 1l 4 2 b o e (] O o e e e
We Wo W&yﬂiOk, IoWae « ¢ o« o 0 o o o o o o 1 4 14 e et ([ Qem e e
E. CuIbutson, JOWEs o ¢ o o & o 8 ¢ 5 ¢ @ |wmme=wdguaca o 14 e El NEL LTS
He He ROdeﬁin, IGW&. e o & o 5 0 8 0 o @ 1 3 4 per-- do=====
Aaron Gilbert, IJoOWBe o ¢ # ¢ a » o 0 o o @ 1 13 7 b st (] Qo om0
George Boardman, IOWSe o o o ¢ o o o & @ » [====== o ittt (N e = e O =~ ==
Gilbert We Hoffman, IoWas » o o o ¢ o & o af===w= 2 0 0 e 0 0 - = e dom====
James Fe Stout, IoWas o o o ¢ o o o ¢ o o g==—===o SN e i o e e do=m==-=
Richard Alexandere o s = o o o s o o o o o 1 3 8 o e e Qem = e ree
Charley SWitzer, Missourie o o o o 8 o o o [ medumcmad ot e 0 0 e e B o0 - -
William Alexander, Illinoise o « ¢ o ¢ s o | 11 13 97 California
Je Collins, I11inocisSe o ¢ o o ¢ o @ s o » 1 2 4 e Qe m =
Ke e Stralburg. e 8 ® o o © 0o © o o » o @ 1 3 4 prm=mmre Qe =
John Ce Fink, IOWBs ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 0o 06 ¢ o o o @ 1 3 4 Eatadabls (oL LUl
Klonzo Odall, IoWoe ¢ o ¢ o ¢ o 0 ¢ o o & b-"“-J """""""""" fmmm=dQ= =
Oe Be Dodd, IoWae o o ¢ o & 2 o o o & e 8 [=====de=uoma o smry e g = do=-===
He We Btiggs’ IJOWAs o ¢ ¢ o ¢ o ¢ ¢ s o o 3 13 56 }""-‘do ----
Oe¢ So Howe, MaillGe oo o © ¢ 8 8 o ¢ » o o 1 3 8 pr=m=doeo—=—-
John'W. Anderson,‘lowa. e o 0 06 8 0 08 o 8 glrmmmemrlememn ek mm.oloo-——- JOo====
John SHinger, OhiOe o o o ¢ o o o o o o s ofr=rmemmduanonenfusmunokocoe o~ -
Thaddeus Sterling, I11inoiSe o o o o e oo af==mm=—d== = | o eg e ol ottt -
Josse He Chrisman, Pennsylvaniae. o « o o o p 1 4 8 California
Josepit Ee Rapp, Pennsylvanias s« o« ¢ o o o o 1 4 8 t--—-do-----
James Ae Field, Pennsylvanifie s o« ¢ o s o o 1 4 8 ~=m=doen~==
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Elijah JaCObS, I11linoiSe o o o o e © o @ 1 5 8 == Qm————
David Aﬁhby, I11linoise » ® e 8 8 s o 8 [rmmmmes oo o s e e e e b et e e e o e
Ce Ae Trueman, Wisconsine o « o ¢ o o 2 11 31 California
William MoONe ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 6 ¢ o 1 2 6 oo o o (] Ot o i
Ne B, Ingram, IoWas o o ¢ o ¢ 5 ¢ s o o 6 24 36 o o= omm e (] O m
Patrick Ilaugh, IoWwae ¢ o« o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o 2 a 1 2 20 |[em=wio=—=--
Andrew MQGQG. e & o 8 0 e & B 0 0 o o @ 2 6 12 e w120 s e ] ) o e
Ivory McKinnoye o« o o o o o o0 o 2 o @ 2 15 500 p=—-=dom===-
George'W. Gilberte o o o o o o o o o o o 3 12 12 o 2t e 2 o (] O 0m o o
Ae De Buck, WisconsSiNne o « o o o o s & o € s S o 5 e e e e e e
The Hala, I11iN0iSe o o o & s o o o o o 1 ud 8 California
Thomas Parker, I11inociBe o ¢ o s o o o o 1 5 8 fm=—— Jom==——=
Dawson Graeen, I11linoise o s s o ¢ o o @ 1 6 8 fpe===do===--
Rufus Ce GatboSe o ¢ ¢ 6 ¢ ¢ & o o 8 o ° 1 3 8 California
Alfred Suttone « ¢« o 2 ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o @ 1 1l 2 l"""""'dO"""""'
Tuke SheWe o ¢ ¢« ¢ » s ¢ 5 o0 ¢ o o o o 3 5 10 p====do=====
Charles Duncan, I11inoisSse « o o o o o & » 1 5 8 e () o=
J. Jenkins’ Missouri. ® ® @ 0 % © @ © ¥ o 3 11 20 e om e em e (] ) o oo i e
John He Warrington, Iowee « o« ¢ ¢ o o o o 1 5 8 fp=mumdom=~==
Edwin Green, I11inoiSe o o o ¢ s o o ¢ @ 1l 6 8 SR RGEL T
Robert Witherspoon, IllinoiSe ¢« o o o o o 2 3 fprmmmmmmpemcce(me———
Ira Trelsher, Wisconsine o « o ¢ o s o o 3 6 13 | Oregonw===---
John Thomes, Wisconsille ¢ o o s ¢ ¢ o o o 1 3 4 pees=doe===-
Williem Christy, ODhiCe ¢ o 2 o o o s o o o 1 1 3 fe===dom==—-
Fe Mo Scott, Missouri. e e ® ¢ '® o & o @ 1l 3 7 pPrmm—mmccna-
Andrew Clark, IOW&. e 8 @& o ® ° o e & o @ 2 10 19 Oregon-----
We Wo MarkWell, Iowa. ® ©¢ © ¢ o @ ¢ 8 8 o l 2 4 o e Qe —— -
Edward Fe Pearce, Wisconsine e « s o o o 6 24 67 | California
Nethan Hall, IoOWBe ¢ © ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o ¢ o @ 1l 3 2 Oregon """
Jason Ce Pratt, Miohigan. e & o o 0 o o o 1l 2 11 p=m e mm———
Me Pe SOOtt, MiSSOUrle « e o o ¢ o ¢ o o 1 3 12 = mm(Qmm———
James Ritchie, Maryldnd. ® e e ° o o o @ 1 3 6 pe~==do====-
Daniel Shippere o ¢ ¢ ¢ s s 6 o o o 0 & o 4 16 20 | California
Fre Bothe o« ¢ » @ ¢ 6 ©¢ 2 8 o ¢ ¢ s 8 » o freem e fuen et e Y e ream st s et e
Ge We Gallanare s o o ¢ 8 © ¢ 0 o » 8 o ¢ [==wmalewcccchore e ——— —————
Devid Crocke o o« ¢ s ¢ s @ ¢ e o o o o » hetniuinbeine itadetetaiie] (|tesiataiataieri idesadeietan m———
Honry BoughnNoWe o o o o o ¢ o 0 6 o o o s [=====—femmmcclecsnaalumnommme=- -
Nicholas Gallanare o ¢ s s ¢ s ¢ o o o‘o Y500, 0 0 M0 5 0.0 S 0 10 (' 0. 0 SO A e T A ot
William Shiffore o« ¢« o o » o 6 o o s o » o S 0 G Y A R Y P T A I e e =0 e e T
John F. Shiffer. e % o 0 0 06 8 6 0 0 0 et potel e il S| viatatindedet ettt
Jomes Me Shiffere ¢ o« » o s ¢ o ¢ 0 ¢ 4 o pommmm e fm i b e e e e
He P. H&Wkins. e ® e o & & ® o @ * o 8 @ PSR L P R RS N S A SR P Ml e s e =S e e
Abraham Edos o ¢« ¢ ¢ o s ¢ ¢ s @ ¢ o & & 2 9 80 California
John Walterse ¢ o« ¢ ¢ s @« ¢ 6 ¢ s o ¢ o @ 1 Sr 6 femm==(O===—-
John Stewarte ¢ » « s ¢ o ¢ 8 2 ¢ ¢ s o & 1 8 10 =rn=e=]o=====-
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Robert Pantere ¢« « ¢ ¢« ¢« o« ¢ s ¢ 0o 6 o & = 11 3] 4 Oregon---'--
William Pan'ber. e o6 ®© o & @ ¢ © o o o o o 9 - SR VSRS S U e 00 <o om ne me v 50 v
James Panter, o ® ® ¢ o =® s o 8 0 s o o @ - """l"" """""""""""""" -
Samuel Slife, IOWBe o ¢« ¢ © o ¢ ¢ s s o o 4 10 18 California
John Be COllinS’ JoWAe ¢ ¢ o o 0o & 0 & ¢ o [=rm=mmdeccaa—m, I' """"""""""""" W it
Richard Loney, IoWae o o o o ¢ @ o ¢ o & & [omemedeccccctucmea—g o b o i
Zebulon Wallcer, IoWoe « o 0 ¢ ¢ o 0 ¢ o o RS e e e "o
Sutler,Wa.lker, JOWBe ¢ o © ¢ 6 & ¢ ¢ 5 o o --'"‘"'"1 “““““ [ OB S U A T A S
Abram Wilson, JoWae ¢ o o o 5 8 ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o - il e Ao i D 0 .0 i g M
Ichebod Hubbard, IoWAs o o o o 0 5 0 6 o o [Permemduasmaad e m .- —————

AtCoEly,IOW&oooooootoo.oct
Edwin S« BI'OWII, Michiga.n. ® o % 8 o o

*® o B
De Se Blouse, IoWiae o ¢« o o ¢ ¢ ¢ 5 o o o @
Ge O V0S8, MeTen © ¢ ¢ ¢ s 0 ¢ o o o o o @
Ce De Hapgood, Mo Te o 6 @ 5 0 0606 06 o o o

William N, Bulb, Minesotae o ¢ o o o ¢ o o
Aaron La.mpher, JPe ¢« o o o ¢ ¢ 0 8 o ¢ o o |
De Berry, IoWee o« o ¢ ¢ o 5 o o o » o o o
William Morse, IoWae o« o o o a o ¢ o o o o=
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The undersigned, emigrants from Iowa and other States to Califor=-
nie, desire to state, for the benefit of those who may emigrate here-
after, that they travelled the road leading by Salt Lake and found it
very mountainous and rough, and most of the streams on said road were
bridged and ferries established, over which exorbitant tolls were ex=-
acted for the passage of trains and teams; and where there were no
bridges or ferries over the streams the fords were not only difficult but
dangerouse They would also state, for the benefit of those who may emi-
grate hereafter, that they were compelled to pay from twenty-five cents
to five sents per head a night for pasturage of their stock at Salt Lakxe
and as far up as Bear river, a distence of nearly one hundred milese
That for about one hundred and twenty-five miles from the South Pass,

towards Salt Lake City, the country was nearly destitute of grass, and
might almost be called a barren waste, and the road strewn with carcasses
and bones of dead animels lost the present and past seasons, caused doubt-
less by the great scarcity of grass; and they especlally advise all future
emigrants hot to travel the Salt Lake roade

John E. Hovers
Ze No Howitt
Ee Ee McAvoy
Ge Ae Quick
Joseph Stiffler
David Davis
levi Adems
Lewis Herren
Hiram Young, Mercer county, Pennsylvania
John Babehson
Wm. Ostander, town of Winterset, Iowa
Thomas Trester, Missouri
Je Ceo Halloway, Honey Grove, Fannin county, Texas
Merk Anthony, Indiana
Williem Henry Ford, Illinois
Duncan ¥cKay, Vermont
Charles Sullivan, Minnesota
SeVe Be Shull, Kansas Territory
William Peasly, his x mark, Minnesota
Se He H&Ttly’ jr., Illinoise
John E. WJanes, Minnesota
Samuel Renslow, hds x mark
Fredrick M, Frisbee, Minnesota
Samuel Ash Davidson, Illinoise
Joseph dones, Indiana
He Roynolds, Mimnesota
William McIntoah Minnesota
Alexs Phillips, Arkansas
Le Me Lewley, Arkansas
Ae Je Ruxby, Pulaski county, Arkansas
Robert Rolston
David Athy
John Athy
Re He Bierly.
He Exe DoCe €3 = 3




We
Ne
Be

Ae Townsend
De Townsend
Mownsend

Se Co liovers

Ae Se Lineback
Je We Taylor

Wme Dutton
Philoe. Clark
John M, Chipmen
Le Be Trowbridge
Ne Ae Trowbridge
Charles Harner

Ae Do Miller, Michigan, (to Californias)

Ae Ae Miller, MlChigB.n
Edward Bonyman, Illinois

Daniel lathrop, Vermont, (California)

John Bonyman, Illinois, (California)
He Fo Bonnett

Williem Haskell, Maine

Ae Je Young, Maine.

Re Ce Branu, Maine

As Ce Daly, Boston, (bound for California.)

Sam Haskell, Maine

Enoch Philbrick, Maine
Daniel Bryan, New York
Egbert Hizrodt, New York
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Lucian W-I'lght. " ¢ o © 5 » o & 06 v ® 0 @ 4 19 42 Celifornia
Roswell Burte ¢« o s ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ 8 ¢ ¢ |==—===mafemwecmspocw—csjtasc=s - o
Re Se Wala-ndtt. ® © » 2 © @ e o © o6 8 o o 1 2 2 Galifornie.
Asa Butler, Wisconsin e ¢ o o o o ¢ & o & 1 2 4 o o cm a( Qm mem me m
Fe Carnsworth, Wisconsine ¢ ¢« ¢ o ¢ o o o 2 4 8 e s = O e ==
Ge We Reynolds, Wisconsine e o ¢ ¢ o o o o 1l 4 2 o= Om————
Me He B&]-Sic, Wisconsine ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ » o o 1l 5 6 s o o (] O o e
Ee Grenard, Indima'.o ® 6 6 © ¢ o o © o @ 2 3 9 fom ] g e
Re Anderson, I11inoise o o o o ¢ s o o o @ 1 4 9 e o (] Qo
Horace Douglas, MeDe, Michigane o o o o o 1 2 2 o = (O
Re Be Ware, Pannsylva.nia. e o o 0o 0 o o o 2 5 17 == (O
Jacob Christian, TI11linoiSe « o s o o o o @ 1 8 10 |====do=w==-
Jacob Re VogdeS, I11linoisSe o o« ¢ o o o & @ 1 4 12 o m e (| Qo e
Tobias Teller, IllinoiSe o ¢ o o ¢ ¢ o o o 2 3 9 e v (JQ e em e e
De We RineWalt, IllinOiS'. e o o © o o o @8 1l 4 10 do
William He Freide o ©« ¢ « ¢ ¢ o o ¢ s o @ 2 7 8 o e ([ Qv 2
Je Te Miller, J11linoiSe o« o« o« ¢ ¢ o o & o 1l L Sy S ety om0 S PN == = =e == do=—=r=r
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Ch&rles Shrom, jr. e ¢ 6 o © @ ® & o o & @ 4 1 20 frmmeamec=n
RObert Re Miller. e © o 8 © &6 © & o a e o 1 2 4 Ammmma(eee—-
Ae H. Simpson, Illinoise « AR S 2 RRe 1 3 - e
Robert Orfield, IllinoiSe o « o o o & o o 1 6 5 california
Ogden Edwards', New Yorke o« e ¢ o o o o o @ 2 9 8 mowan(Om——e-
Isack Ge Cork. Pennsylv&niao " o 06 o o 8 @ 1 4 4 |e———- do= ===
JOhn Baird, New York- ® ® © 6 © o © ® o » 7 24 12 |===== Ao == e
Alexander Brown, New Hampshiree s e« ¢ ¢ o t 6 =7 26-~ 238~ |==--= do=m====
Ae Fe Brown, New York . ® 8 © © © © ° o ¢ Pummmoay fr e o ot e -Qregdn-----
Jase We MaxWell, IllinOiS. e o o o o o o 5 12 29 |=e==- do==m==
Hiram Stuart, Novae Scotite o o e @ ® o o @ 1l 2 5 E et P LT L
Jacob Elliotte o ¢ ¢ ¢ 06 o @ ¢ 5 s ¢ o o @ 2 11 12 memen(e=—==
Henry Emrick, IOWGe o o o ¢ o » o« ¢ o o o 2 14 2l |m——m- do=====-
William Emrick, JOWOe ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢ o ¢ o & o @ 1 2 4 |e==e—- do=====
Re Fo Lane, Missourie o o e o 8 o o o s o0 6 26 610 |====——e—- -
Isegc Pferheimer, lMissourie o o o o o o o 6 26 17 |==em——— -———
Thomas Lane, Missourie o ¢ o ¢ o ¢ ¢ o o of 11 20 78 California
We Ae Huff, Missouri. ® % © o 8 © ® o o o 12 20 {lOIO - -
John Te McFarlane o« o ¢ o ¢ o o o = o o o 1 4 28 |ewme=- dom=m==
SOloMmONe ¢ ¢ © ¢ 2 o 2 a ¢ o. ¢ 0 o o o o opmum==— 2 6 mmmmm@ Qe ————
John Lamb, MiBSOUr'ie o o o ¢ & ¢ ¢ s o o o 4 12 60 o= ———-
Te Je Fa.ulkner, Missourio e © & o o o 0 © 1l 6 19 mmmmn(Qme———
Re Ve Kelly, Ilissourie ¢ o« o o o ¢ ¢ ¢ o o 5 24 822 mmmme( Qe ——
(Unin'belllgible). ® & © o & ° 0 o o o o @ 4 19 89 s (] Qunen oo e
We He Wise, I11linoiSe o« o o« o« o o o« ¢ ¢ @ 2 4 12 |=ee——- 0= ===
C_o He Bingham, Wisconsine e« o o s o = o o 1l 3 12 mmemm( Qe ———
Be bi, Raber'b, Missourie e o s ¢ o o & o o 7 18 79 mmmmn( Qe————
Je Wo Lamberte ¢ ¢ ¢ s s ¢ o ¢ o o ¢ o o 2 4 11 mmmme( e ———-
John DeasSye ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ o 2 o o o & 1 1 3 cmmmadQme—==
Zina H. Fairchild. e o ® o & o @ o 0 o o 4 11 16 mmmen(Qee——-
Ae Evans, Californiae ¢« o o s © ¢ 0 o o o 5 21 325 |mmmem JOm=m=m
Re Ee ROS85, Californifie ¢ o« ¢ o ¢ o ¢ o » 1 3 4 (O mer o=
We Smith, ChiCe s e o ¢ ¢ ¢ a ¢ a ¢ o o @ 1 3 22 —mmmadQm -
Isaac Ha.rp, I11inoiSe ¢ o ¢ s o ¢ o o & @ 2 7 11 mmmem( Qe
Je Ne Bvens, OhiOe ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢« s o ¢« oo 4 20 300 |===== dOmmm=ree
Henry COSgI’S.VG, OChiOe ¢ o ¢ o« ¢ s ¢ o ¢ & e 1l et et es SR o o o o do=mmre
Me Le CI’&WfOI'd, JOWBe o o ¢ @ o 8 s o ¢ @ |=—=r—=~ 1l |===m- i nkmhadade do====-
Sa. I, Dewey, IoWle ¢« o o o ¢ ¢ 5 ¢ s ¢ |=—=—== l |emmm fommrm Q=
Peter Gnio, Michigane « o o ¢ ¢ ¢ o 00 o o 2 14 65 |=m=-- do=~m==
Frank HOU.SG, ChiOe ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 8 o ¢ ¢ ¢ o o @ 9 28 111 =l Qe————
John Brown, JoWoe « o o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ o o o 6 23 36 |me=e- dom ===~
John DObkinS, IJoWBa ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ @ 0 o o & o 2 10 29 ~ (O -
Charles Gilberte « o« ¢ ¢ 0o s @ ¢ o o o o o 8 23 113 e (O o
2albrah .A.I‘Ohib&ldo ®« @ & & 6 ¢ & 6 o 3 ¢ @ 1 & 21 o mm{ Qo
Ue Se Ingram, Council Bluffs, Iowaee « o o 1 2 2 mmee=(oem----




Title Report of Captain John H. Dickerson of the United States Army Topo=-
graphed Survey on the Survey of a Territorial Road from Omsha to Fort
Kearny. Soéurce Report of the Secretary of War 1357-58, Senate Documents
Vol. 3 sec. 920, p. 525,

By instructions of the War Department-—-—-- -May 28, 1856, I was placed
in charge of the locatlon and construction of the territorisl roed in
Nebrasgka, connecting New Fort XKearny and a point on the Missouri River
oprosite Council Bluffs, Yowa, I arrived at Omaha City June 26----0n the
first of July I commenced the preliminary survey..... I crossed the Big and
Little Papillion on what is known =ss the winter quarters trail; the route
usually pursued by Morman emigrants struck the Elkhorn river eighteen miles
above its Junction with the Platte and at a distance of 24 miles from Omsha
City. Crossing this stream I came to the Loup Fork of the Platte, four miles
above its mouth A ferry has been established across it (the Loup) near its
mouth to facilitete the Morman emigration but sand bars originate rapidly,
and interrupt the cerossing. In going to Fort Kearny the ferry was good, but
© on returning twenty five days afterward, sand bars had formed, and the
wagon train was gotten over by men weding by the side of the boat, winding
about among the bars, hunting out the deepest watereececes

I continued up the south side of the Loup for 57 miles, when I left it,
end, marchingz 23 miles across the ramnge of high broken sand-hills imtervening
between it and the Plette valley, I struck Prairie Creek. This cresk
meanders through the Platte bottom for 80 miles. Where 1t is first met
with after lsaving the Loup Fork it is a pretty little stream with clear
deap water and a rapid current, without trees, shrubs or hills to indicate
the presence of a watercourse. I continued up it 20 miles. Before .
leaving 1t its banks became high with a continuous short growth of ash and
Elm on their slopes. - The volume of water is also greater here than it is
lower down. Before reaching the FPlatte the water disappears for the greater
part of the year, sinking in the guicksands, which prevail in the valley at
a depth of from 6 to 10 feet below the surface. This disappearancescecces
is common to all the small tributaries of the Platte in this seection of its
valleys. While their beds are dry and overgrown with gracs and weeds near
their mouths they are running streams toward their sources.

Leaving Prairie Creek, I crossed Wood river 25 miles above its mouthe
For thirty miles its direction is nearly parallel to that of the Flatte
end about five miles from it. Its banks are high but graduelly decrease
towards its mouth, end these slopes are covered with a short growth of ash
and Elm. I kept up Wood river for six miles, end then diverged to the left
sgain, struck the Platte river near the head of Grand Island......moved
down the river and encemped opposite Fort Kearny.eseeosesocscas

I was satisfied a Bhorter reute could be obtained by going down the
Platte. « « I surveyed a line due north from the fort for three miles. . .
to the rising ground on the north side of the river. From this point the line
strikes Wood River nine miles from the Fort (note. about 23 miles west of
the site of Gibbon. This preliminary survey does not coincede exactly with
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the road when finished. - H.S.R.) and continues down it to near its mouth
where a good ford is found. The bed of the stream is firm and the banks
low. From Wood river I continued down the Platte, crossing Boovis and
Prairie Creeks, and struck our outward trail in the valley of the Loup
Fork, four miles above where I had crossed in going up. To this point the
Platte river line is 26 miles shorter than the other, and is superior to
it in every respect. It affords good points, for cemping grounds, from
five to fifteen miles apert, with aboundance of wood, water and grass:
end the necessity for bridging Wood River and Prairie Creek is obviated.
Prairie Creek and Boovis Creek, & small stream 35 miles below Wood river,
can be crossed by corderoye o« ¢ e o o

Research by Hervey S. Robinson
June 9, 1941




OMAHA, IN AUGUST 1856

A correspondent of the Brownville, Nebraske Advertiser (August 30,
1856 page 3, column 3) writes under date of August 18, 1856. He tells of
attending church services in the large dining hell of the Douglas House in
Omahsa City. As there is not a finished church edifice in the town. Mr.
Mills, the proprietor permitted the use of his dining hall for church
purposes. The congregation was large well behaved and attentive, bearing
the appearence of morelity end religion. Many united in the singing which
reminded us of odden times in the land of settled hablts.

The Catholics, Methodists end Presbyteriens bave their houses under
wey and will be finished probaebly this fall.

The Capitol has reached the floor of the second story and will probably
" not be reised higher than the squere this season, and will probably not be
ready for the ereception of the Legislature this winter, as was in the spring
anticipated. When finished.as designed by the architect, it will be one of
the handsomest of ite kind in the United States. Situated as it is on the
summit of Cepitol Hill, it cen be seen from this end of "Extension City."

and elso from Calhoun, Crescent City, and Council Bluffs, in the State of
Iowa, end eommanding a large and extensive view of the surrounding country.

The correspondent comments upon the grading of Farnam Street, then in
progress, designed to extend to the river at a cost of over $4,000, con-
tinuing to the steamboat lending he saw several new buildings for various
purposes besides several large warehouses and the steam sawmill of Salsberry
end Smith, which was doing a good business.

®On returning to their horses (presumebly tied near the Capitol Square}
the party had their attention directed toward some new stakes," which by
inquiry we ascertained to be stations, én the line of the new military road,
just completed by Ceptain Dickenson and his engineering corps, between Omaha
and New Fort Kearney, a distance of one hundred and eighty miles, at an
expense of probably, thouseands of dollers, whilst one of our western field
surveyors, would have located the road for as many hundreds. The road
passes up on the north side of the Platte River through Elkhorn City. North
Bend, Buchanan end Columbus, at the Ferry on Loup Fork. The probability 1s
that they will proceed immediately to improve the crossings of all the .-
streams on the route, and expend the money, appropriated for the road."

"pProperty has risen in value very rapldly since the ad journment of the
Legisleture. Lots which could then be purchased from $2.00 to $100.00 will
now sell for from $50 to $3,000.

Preparations are now being made to extend the limits of Omeha and

Florence, and unite the two. It is also contemplated to enlarge the
boundaries of Council Bluffs by extending it to the river front.

From Brownville Nebraska Advertiser
August 30, 1856, p. 3. col. 3

By Hervery S. Robinson, June 6, 1941




A Letter from A Council Bluffs Correspondent dated Sept. 1, 1856 says:

"The emgineers, I understand, are on their return from Fort Kearny,
with the survey and location of the Military Emigrant road from Omeha to the
velley of the Piatte, on the north side, to Fort Kearney. The valley is
rapidly settling with intelligent farmers, who are meking their merk, by
turning the sod end meking ready for an early commencement in the Spring
end I think it will, in a few years be considered the most productive and
wealthy portion of the interior of Nebraska.

” From Bownville, Nebraska Advertiser,
September 1, 1856, p. 3. col, 3.

By Hervey S. Robinson,
June 6, 1941




A RIVAL ROAD

An scto to establish a territorial road from Brownville to New Fort
Kearney was passed by the Legislature and approved February 9, 18987,

R. 8. Holleday, J. L. Dozier and C. A. Goshen were appointed commis-
sioners to locate the roasd. It was provided that the road need not for
the present be extended farther than Tecumseh but within two pears it
ghould be bxtended to Fort Kearney.

‘From Brownville Nebraska Advertiser
May 7, 1857, p. 3. col. 4.

By Hervey S. Robinson,
June 6, 19&l1




MESSAGE OF ACTING GOVERNOR CUMING
in December 1857,

"The Military Road to Fort Kearney has been nearly finished, including
bridges built according to the most approved plans for strength and dquri-
bility (the bridge across the Elk Horn being, 200 feet in length) and the
road 1tself give acgess to one most fertile and commerclelly important
valleys in the great West.

From Brownville Nebraske Advertiser
December 24, 1857, p. 3. col. 4.

By Hervey S. Robinson
June 6, 1941




Title -~ Militery Road to Fort Kearny Source-- United State Statutes at
Large. Date 1855. Page 608.

"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States in Congress assembled: That for the purpose of constructing a
territorisl road from a point on the Missourl River opposite Council Bluffs,
in the territory of Nebraska to New Fort Kearny in said territory, thers
be and hereby is appropriated the sum of fifty thoussnd dollars.

Approved Februaery 17, 1855.

" Hervey Rbbinson
June 6, 1941.




/ WIDTH OF PUBLIC ROADS IN TERRITCRIAL NEBRASKA

In 1855 the Nebraska territorial legislature passed the first road
lawse

An act approved March 15, 1855, provided that when the lands of any
person shall be surrounded, or inclosed, or be shut off from a public high-
way the owner of such land could have a road, not more than fifteen feet
wide, established to connect his land with the public highway.

An asct approved March 16, 1855, esteblished the width of public roedse
It provideds

Sece 3¢ All county, territorial, and other public roads shall have
a wodth of sixty-six feet, and the staked line marking such road shall be
on the northern edge of the said sixty=-six feet, if the road is running
east and west, and on the western edge if the course of the road is north
and south,

An act approved Januery 26, 18566, provided that all bridges on public
roads should be at least sixteen feet widee. This act also provided that
public roads should be worked and kept in good condition for a width of
forty feetes

Then Nebraska Territory became a state in 1867, the legislature pro=-
vided that ell territorial laws should become state laws and that wherever
the word Wterritory® should appear in the law it should mean "state."
Consequently the legal width for all public roads continued to be sixty-
six feet after Nebraska was admitted to the Unione

Territorial legislatures enacted about two hundred special road laws
esteblishing public roads, usually between points in adjoining counties,
but none of those laws provided for roads of more br le'ss than sixty-six,;feet
in widthe

Research by
Samuel leCoy




E. G. CHAMBERS ET AL.

[To accompany bill H. R. No. 352, ]

February 1, 1852.

Mr. Giddings, from the Committee on Territories, made the
following

REPORT.

The Committee on Territories; to whom was referred the me-
morial of B. G. Chambers end twenby others, praying thet
[B Congress would restow upon them the means of surveyin
end locating a wepon-road from the Missouri river to the
Peoific ocean, and also bestow lands along said road on
which to commence settlements, report:

That the subjectiis ome of great importance, demanding
the immediate consideration of Congress. It is found, upon
investigation, that sixty-five thousand emigrents, over two
hundred thousand head of stock of various kinds, mors than
seven thousand wagons, and all the indispensable equipege
necessary for such a vast multitude, have crossed the plains
during the past season. It is also found that, notwithstand-
ing all the toil and suffering of former emigrents, emigra-
tion is annually on the increase, and that women and children
form e large portion of every train. Your committee repre-
sent that, as the genius of our country fosters such enter-
prise, end as the spirit of our institutions encourages it,

so Congress should adopt measures to facilitete it.




(2)

It is supposed thet more deeths ocour snnuelly on the route
to California than on all the other routes within the United
States put together. These are brought about by exposure =--
e great part of which is no doubt involuntary. The sick emi-
grant has no place to sﬁop; when once started, go he must,
sick or well.

These facts show that we have a large amount of property,
end a groeat numbser of iives, travelling over a route nearly
two thousand miles in extent ~- & route so neglected, that
water, which Heaven designed shoulq be es free as air, is dol-
ed ' out for the exorbitent price Qf ten cents per pint. Can
an& one, who has not besn in a similar situation, imapgine what
must be the emigrant's feelings when compelled to pay that
price for a drink of water for his sick child or famishing
wife?

But emigration is not the only cause which imperiously de-
mends en improved route; a telegraphic communication with the
Pacific, in consequence of not having it, is prevented.

A proposal was made some time since to put up a line of
telegraph, if Congress would only furnish the means of prd-
tecting it. The demand for suoch a communication is a fixed
fact, loudly calling for attention.

It is well known in come parts of the country that one of
the wealthiest stage companies in the United States has, for
fome time pasf contemplated putting e line of coaches on the

route to California, if the proper facilities for such an




(3)

enterprise could be obtained. The method proposed by the
memorialists to accomplish this object seems to be simple
end practical. They propose to have a survey made and a
new road locaeted, for the purpose of finding a more direct
and feasible route than is now used. They next propose to
takeé up four sections of land in all pleces along the route
suitable for a settlement, provided they do not occur often-
or than once in twenty miles. On these four sections they
propose to begin each settlement by employing # suitable
number of men to form a sufficient protection not only for
themselves, but also for single femilies, who without this
preliminary could not be induced to locate in a new settle-
ment. The propose, further, that all lands situsted within
éeven miles of each place of beginning shall be pgiven to
actual settlers on the 5ame . This would multiply séttlers,
end numbers begetting competition, travellers would be ex-~
empted from extortion in the procuring of the necesseries
which they require. "“Then people of small means could
travel upon their own conveyances, without 6ther expense
than the provisions consumed == the equipment of animals
and vehicles being about worth their cost, either for use
or disposal, after their arrival. Then peéple could com=~
municate, could have intercourse, an& could go and come with~
out paying enough to en oceen line to set up a small farmer,
or taking the chance of death from disease, starvation, and
Indians on the exposed and neglected inland route."

43d Congress 2d Session
House Ex. Doc. Nos 2

1852-1853. e NEBRASKA STATE
RISTORICAL SOGIETY




MILITARY ROAD

The military highway which extended west from Omaha to Fort Kearny had 1its
beginnings in a law which was approved on February 17, 1855. "Be it enacted by
the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress
assembledt That for the purpose of constructing a territorial road from a point
on the Missouri river, opposite Council Bluffs, in the Territory of Nebraska, to
New Fort Kearny in said territory, there be and hereby is, appropriated the sum
of fifty thousand dollars."l

Captain John Dickersen of the United States Army Topographical Engineers
arrived in Omeha on June 26, 1856, to cormence survey of the road, He remained
there for four days during vwhich time he hired a guide, collected information in
regard to the route and had some leveling rods made, On July 1 he commenced a
prelimnary survey, He crossed the Big and Little Papillion Creeks on the route
followed by the Mormons and struck the Elkhorn river eighteen miles from its junc-
tion with the Platte, and some twenty-four miles from Omaha, Captain Dickerson
reported that the Pawnee Indlans promised not to molest his surveying party, yet
at the same time they seriously obje”cted to the road. They observed that roads
always brought white men who chased away the game.2

Captain Dickerson's party completed the survey on August 14, 1856, He entered
into a contract with one Matthew Ragan for the briéging of Omaha branch, the two
Papillion ereeks, Elkhorn river, and Rawhide and Shell creeks and for grading on
the west bank of the Elkhorn, After paying for the above and for the survey some
$4500 remained of the appropriation of ﬂltso,ooo.3

Governor Cuming in his message to the Legislature in December 1857 sald, "The
Military Road to Fort Kearmy has been nearly finished, including bridges built after
the most lmproved plaﬁs for strength and durability (the bridge across the Elkhorn

being 200 feet in length) and the road itself giving access to one of the most




fertile and commercially important vallies in the great west,."‘!Ir
Captain Dickerson had warned his superiors of the danger v the bridges from
prairie fires. As a precaution deep trenches were dug on elther side of the
bridges ani heavy embankments of sand thrown up against the abutments and cover-
ing the approaches.5
The Military Road ran northwest from Omsha from Zi5th and Grant streets to
72nd and Boyd streets, Benson's lo::ation is said to have been determined because
of the location of the rr:a.d.6
It was a well trapelled highwvay. A soldier traveling between Omaha and
?‘remnt in 1863 described the route as follows: "The condition of the country
between Omaha and the Elkhorn river was that of a wild Western country. The
road was a well beaten track, four or five hundred feet wide, on which an enormous
traffic for years had been operating,.. The road was hard and smooth as a floor,
for the dust and gravel had been blown off from it by the viole :ce of the wind."7
1 U.5. Statutes at Large 1855, p.608
2 Message of Pres. of U.S. Vol.II 1858, Report of Secty. of War, pp.524-534
3 mia
byobraska Advertiser, Browmville, Dec. 24, 1857, p.3
5 Messages op cit
6 Nebraske Higtory Megazine Vol.XVI, no.2, April-June 1935. p.99.
d Eugene Ware, The Indian War of 1864. p.l8
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ROALS
Aoross the Plaing (602)
Fort Adberoroubie, Noe Dake to Fte Pembiza (928)

Fort Bemton to Fte Wella Walla (770)

Fort Dridger ' to Uinteh Agency (1196)

Port Defiance to Colorado River (727, 720)
Pert Dedge to Dubuque (606)

© Fort Oretlot o Send HINL (618)

Fort Howard to Pert Snelling, Wise (386)
Fort Howerd, Wise to Port Wilkins, Mich. (50, 862)
Tort Eearny to South Poss and Homry lake (709)
Fort lLeavermorth to Fort lermod (814, 822)

Port Leaversorth %o Plorre, Nobre (£90)

Fort Lesvenworth to Miselssippd river (207)

Fort ladison to Feirfield (61¢)

Fort Ridgley end South Pasc (797)
Fort Smith to Californie (671)

Port Smith %o Colorndo river (762, 782)
Fort Gmith to Ssnte Po (562)

Port Snelling to Port Howerd (€27)

Fort larenie oity to Fort Fottornan, Maute (885)
Port Migelssippd river  to Ridgley (749)

Fort Uissouri river to Moxieo (747)

Fort Masourl river to Celifornin (686)

Fort Migocurl river to Gallatin, Jdeho (833)

Fort Wicbrara to Fort Robinsen, Nebre (1163)
Fort liobrore to Virginia City (842)

Port 5idnoy, lebre to Sioux Indlen Hoservation (1168)

(Hambers in peronthoses refor to Index to Catalogue of
Govornment Uocuments - ot documont referencoss)




Militery Road
Nebraska City News, 11-13-58
From lNebraske City to Ft Kearney needed.

From lNebraske City to Fts lLaramie, reserving
one mile on either side for the use of the
government, herding and emigrant crossing the
plainse 12-11=568

Route
Hebraska City NHews, 12-4-58

Great, National of Majors, Russell and Udldou.
starts from Nebrs. City. Editoriel.

The best route to the gold fields leads from
Nebr. City. 12-4-58

Route
Nebrasks City News, 10=23«68

Military road to the orossing of the South Platte,
best == %o the gold fields.

Between Hobre City and Fte Esarney to be shortened
40 or 50 miles, for the purpose of testing the
mineral weters of Salt Creeke Prospecting for conl

on 3alt Creek and Pig Bluee « « « From Pte
Kearnoy best =~ for emigrants to the gold fields.
11-6«58

Questien of opening e new =- between Otoe City and lNebr.
City, whioh would be a shorter one and witheut much
expense or labor. 10=16=58

Roed, Military
Nebraska City News, 3-13-58
Bill in Congress to construot <~ to Ft, Kearney.




Nobraske City News, 10-16~-58

Resolution for construction of wegon read from
Platte River to Kansas line, réferred to Militery
Come in Nebraska legislatures « o+ . Gon-
eral roed bill passed by unanimous vote in Nebr,
hg. ' x ;

Natural ridge road from Nebrs City to Kearney.
Best route over Western Plains. © 11=8«58

Opening of=~ of Importance to Brownville,
(Brownville Adve) « + o« Bditoriel: Best

road to Western Forts to Utah and Celif, lead from
Hebr. Gitya. ¥ 12-4-58

An sot to establish a Tere == from Nebr. City

to Selem and from Nebr. City to Plattsmouth,
, 12-11-68

Roadss

Nebraske City News, 11-21-57
Wagon == somploted to the Paeific section of Calif.
lNovement in Congress for wagon roed from Nobr,

City to Ft, Kearney. 2«20=58
Bill in Congress for completion of wagon roed of

Fremont Heralde In making e trip to Nebr. City,
says no exouse for country to be without--after
receiving 100,000 acyes of land from the state
(Webrs) 61758

Joint petition in Congress for road from
Platte River ¢to the Kanses line. is project
is worthy the attention of Congress.

10-9-58




Nebraska City News, 1-17-57

Editorial endorsing ertiocle written by "Traveler
recomend ing publie roads bduilt.

B41l for an appropriation of $300.000 for the
construction of a wagon road to Ft. Keerney

via South Pass to Rooky Mtss « « Appros-
whtim for 350.00 for NQ'DI'. roads. SwT=57

Wegon road hes been completed from Nebr. City
to Manhattan at the mouth of the Big Blue. 115
miles between the two pointes 2=E1=57

Wagon roed to Califs Construction of « from Fte
Keerney via South Pass of Rooky Mts. and Great
Selt leke Valleye Passed both Housese S-28«57

Roads

Peoplos Press
The distence to various points on the new
road via F¢. Kearney. 5=4~80
New road open. See Vifquain, BmBwB0
Four from Ft. Kearney to the Mo. rivers

10=4=860

Vifquain, M.

Peoples Preass

From Bereanger, on the Blus, at Nebre Citys« Reports
the new road open and all crossings of streams

in excellent condition. Ut 40 wegons on the way
outs 5=8-60




Ft. xu.my
Peoples Pross

Hilitary road to Nebrs. City. 9«13«60

Rellroads from =e=e=lebr, City and Plattemouth
defeated in congress. 9-20-60

Fte Koarnoye--Nobraska City. Road pledged. « .
Daily favors Re Re from Nebrs City t0 == 10480
lebrs City telegraph line promised but not built
by company. 10-25-60
Western Stage comch passeds == for Omaha.ll«21-60.

Routes,
Peoples Press

Editorial recommends Central or Vebraska City
route to the miness Emigrants favor. 2«10-60
Omeha Route impessable to mines. 4-135=-80
The Platte route to the minsas, one of the
greatest natural advantages from whish to
approach the mountains, by the larger portiom
of emigrants, from Chicago, eastern, northern
and north eastern statese . « o

The Santa Fe route to the mines linited for the
accomodation of emigration. S=20-~80

Routes, Great Central
Peoples Press

From Hebraska City, considered best. 4-24-60
From Nebraska City, A.ddajors to make starting

point, 5=4=60
See Newspapers, Omsha Hebraskian. 5=11=60
Roads, Military

Peoples Press

legislature recommended to Congress to meke an
appropriation fore-from Nebr. City to Ft.
Konrney, Gov. Bleok endorses. If govermment
will open a good roed--an importent measure
accomplished, and the line of the Pasifio R. R.
marked outs « o+ .« See Appropriationms,
2=17«60




Roeds, Military (oontinued)
Militery road and California Trail, abandoned,

4=13=60
Soe Appropriations, ) _ 6-28=60
Nebr. City to Fte. “earney. =l3=-60

Horth of the Platte, up the Mo. $30,000
appropriated money wasted, Omahe to Fte Kearney
£60.000 mostly wagted, , §=-20«80

M".
Peoples Fress

How one to the mines, 75 miles saved, direct from
Hebrs City to Fte Kearmey. Wood, water and feed
in abundence. 3=30=60
The distence of new distriets te points on new
roed via Fte Kearney. . . 46«60
The distance to various points on new roed via
Fte Kearney. ! 4-13=60
All the roads from Mo. river, except the one
from Hansas City via of Bent s Fork, center at
Fbe Kearney, and also the nef road from Tebr.
City to Fte Kearney is a straight line, being

6 or 6 miles longer then air line, and nearest

point to gold fields. _ 4-10=-60
Nowe-to Ft. Kearney opensd end in good ocon~
ditien thrucuts é=24-80
Roads,

Peoples Press

From Nebr, City between southern tributaries
of the Platte and the northern ones of Kansas,
and orosses but one stream of more than a few
inches or water on the whole route. Well timbered
and wateored for cemping purposes. See Fremont
County, County Judges o+ + o« legisleture re-
commended to Congress, to make an appropriation
for a military road from lNebr. City to Ft. Kearney.
Gov. Black endorsing. If the govermment will open
a good read--an importent measure aocomplished, end
the line of the Pacific H. Rs marked out, 2-17-60
To Pt Kearnoy, settlers of Saly Creek and Big Blue
working upon, and the road will be open in a few
wooks. Je Caduwen has talen hand in work.

3=23=60




Roads

The new Road to Fort Kearmey from Nebr. City -
Repeirs end bridges necessary to make it the
shortest route from the Missouri River west _to

mounteins. i i
Nebes City News Deos 22, 1860 Col 4 p 2

Roads

The great Central Route from Hebraska City, its
advantages, as stated by Cap*t. Branhorn of Boone
County, Mes, Just returned from the mines ss 1t
avoids the 4iffiocult streams of the other routes.
He ceme in by the FNorth Platte route, was ebliged
to swim the streams, sew thirty wagons at Loup
Fork waiting to oross, water waist deep for miles.
Its advantages to the gold mines are, -~ The shorte-
ness of the route, the excellence of the roed; and
the cheapness of the outfits at Nebraska City.

Nebraske City News 4-2«59 p 2 e01 1, 2% 3

Roads

Central Route declared to be by far the best route
for the miners, by one thousand pounds to the wagon,
by Mr. Byrum, Wagon Master, in empley of Russell,
Majors & Waddell, long somneeted with freighting over
the plains and familisr with the different routes.

Hebraska City News 2=19-59 p 2 ool 4

Roads Card §1

The Central Nebraska City Route 1s being firmly estabe
1ished by the faots and experiences of thousands, all
going to show the wisdom of the Government in seleot-
ing ‘this route and Nebraska City as the disembarking
point. The wealthy men of leavemworth, with a eapital
of half & million, organized and equipped an express
with a daily line of comches - they hed skillful enge
ineors explore the most feasible and practicable route -




Roads (Continued from Card #1)

the capitalists reside at leavenworth and the roed must
leed from there, but the company were compelled to
ebandon the routes And so the Leaverworth route to
the lebraska gold mines - for they ere in Nebrasks,
notwithstanding the desperate attempts of the lLeeaven-
worth papers to looate them in Kansas, mmust go by
the boards The Kansas City route 1s no longer talked
of« The experience of present seeason establishes the
statement the News made esrly this Spring thet there
wnhuttmestoﬂnuiun-thocontnl,or
lebraska City Route and the route from Sts Joseph.
The elmost uncorssable state oi Flatte river, render
the Platte route impracticable and quite out of the
questions
Adventages of the St+ Joseph, first it is perheps o
better outfitting point for some articles and gecond
it has better Eastern connectionse
Adventeges of the Hebraska City route over the St.
Joseph and all others - the superiority of the roed
across the plainsgs testinony of hundreds added tb
that of the govermment showing it is unequalled,
Nobraska City News 7-23«59 p 2 ool 1

Trails Card #1

Table of distences to Fort Kearny obtained from
Sergant Hooper in employ of the Government and
entirely correot. From Nebraske City to Fort Kearny,
Great Central Routes

Weeping Water 20 miles

Salt Creek 30 miles
Cotton Wood 12 miles
Oak Grove 10 miles
Platts Bottom 16 miles
Clesr Creek 16 miles

0ld Pawnee VillsgelZ miles
- Willow Blough 18 miles
Point of Bluffs 18 miles
Point of Timber 12 miles
Fort Kearmy 18 miles

179 miles

end plenty of wood, water and gress, along the whole
routes From Fort Kearny the routes ere one and the
8ame « Nebraska {ity News 4-2-88 p 2 o0l 3




Trails Editoriai

Territorial road from Dekota City to Fort Keerny was
suthorized by last legislature. An excellent road
is possible via Columbus, bridging only one stream.
Would open market and increase priee of produce 60%.
Direot route of minere. Provide a ghort out to Peak
from Iowe, Dekota Territory and Minnesota.

Dekkota City Democrat 5-9=61 p 2 ool 3

Trail Editorial

This article deseribes a trip from Wyoming to the
8alt Creek==356 miles=-Country., From Wyoming to
Weoping-Weter, Nebraske City & Kearney-l4 miles.
Cannot be surpassed fro fertility of soil, good
lime stome, timber and stone coals lLand selling
at §1.26 per sores Good water and grass. Roek
Ford, then Selt Creek. Skirts of tinber and
besutiful preirie.

Wyoming Telesoope 65~7-69 p 2. oole le

Trails

An important public meeting is to be held this after-
noon in Bank Haell, to devise ways and meens for
shortening the road from Nebrasks City to Fort Kearny.

Nebraska Clty News 4~16=569 p 2 ool 4

Trails

Beyond doubt, emigration for the gold mines is to
conter &t Fort Kemrny, snd then take the walley of the
Platte as its route. About equelly well settiled is
the fact that the natiomel route of Bussell, Majors &
Waddell, the Nebraske City Route, 1s to be used for
enigration to the gold reglons, Nebraska City is
direoctly east of Fort Kearny, by the statement of Sure
veyor Gensral of Kanses and Nebraska, the distence
but one hundred and sixty-eight miles. Road 1s not
equalled by eny in the western country with all its
advantages of a perfect ridge road, supplied with an
ebundance of wood and water suited to camping purposes.
Hebraska City FNews 2-12=59 p 3 cel 2




Trails .

The most important consideration in meking a trip
across the plains, is to seleot the route whish can
give the best accomnodations in way of wood, water
and grass« The settlements along the great Central
route, the Nebraske City.route, possibly de not ex-
tond as far back es upon the more prominent routes,
but it does efford, and no other route does, an sbund<
ance of water and grasss This is its great advantege,
aside from its being noerer an air line.

Hebraska City News 2-18-59 p 2 o0l 3

Treils
Notes on roade through Nebraska, Mormon trail ete.
Febs City News Apr 26, 1862 ool 4 p 2

|

Heving just returned from the mines over the new
straight road to Fort Xearney, permit me to sey it
is the best rond in the Western country. At cone
venient intervals there ere good farms, Wme Ileis,
Nrs, lMoKee's ot the Nemeha, Cadman's, Goodwin's,

and Davigon's et Salt Creck, end Vifquain's on the
Plue, where every asoomodation efforded the stranger.
Letter from Harry Magee, Neb. City Jume 21, 1860.

Hebs City llews Junme 50, 1860 col & page 2

s 8

!‘nﬁ

Ntlitary Boute to Gold Hines from Nebraska Citys
Tiebe city;h_u_!’ Deoe 4, 16868 o0l 5 p 2

Irail -

Militery road from Nebraska City to Fort laramie.
liebs City Hews Dec. 11, 1858 ool 2 p 2




Trail - Nebraske City "Cut off",

A very large portion of the emigration is taking the
new rond to Fort Kearmey this somsone. This saves
about 76 miles of travel and makes the distence about
173 at least 50 miles shorter than any other route
traveled from the Wissouri River to Fort Kumyo

Neb. City News lay 6, 1860 gol £ p 8

Trail =« Nebraska City “Cut off™

Nost of our readers are awnre that there hes beex
oponed & new straight roed from Nebraske City to
Fort Kearneys It is what the people sbove and below
uo very much 4islike to have oalled sn "Air Line™

- road, ‘

Bebe City News June 18, 1860 col 2 p 2

Trails

Great Central Route =~ table of distences from lNeb.
City to Demver City, list of ranches and otinps es
kept by John Mollsechan.

liebe City Nows Mar. 22, 1862 0ol 2p §




Hormon Higration --

from Oregon Missions endTrawels over the Rooky Mounb-
ains, 1845-1846 by Plerre Jean de Smet (vol. 29 of
Berly Western Travels)

"A fow miles below [the emcient trading post of Lisel
de Cabenne ] is the new temporery settlement of the
mormons, ebout 10,000 in numbers « < =

The charter of Nauvec, their Illinois settlement, hav-
ing been revoked early in 1846, the Mormon leaders
organized an emigration, and moved west through Iowa
to the lissouri river. Having held & council with
the neighboring Indiens, they esteblished winter quare
ters at whet is now Florence, liebrasie, where deSemt
found theme Early in the spring of 1847 a delegation
was dispatohed to seek a pormanent home. The Valley
of Salt lLake was chosen, and removal thither began

in 1848. « + " (pe 371)

NEBRASKA STATE
HISTORICAL SociETY




- BILETARY N0AD U0 TG FORT. 100001Y.

Report of the Chief Topofraphiesl ‘agineer Yove 82, 1086,

Tor the construction of » territarial roed from c point on the
Hissouri river. {opposite the eity of Counoil Rlaffa) in the territory
of llebrasin to New Fort “eamy, iB said territory, fifty thousand
dollara."

The survey ror this rood waco sonmenced im June last Ly Capteim
7. He Vicorson Ue 3¢ Ao His repori and cetimmtes bhave boen recejived
and the road put under coatrset, There sre seven Lridges $o be bullt
with lengths weryinz from £ifty to two hundred feet, whioh when
fintabed, snd the propor approachess made will render the road pascible
et all szoasons, exeayt during the heavy freshets ia the Flette when
the water bagle up from the river into wvaricus slouche with wihich 1t
conneets, rendering them bogay snd inmpracticsble for loaded wagons,
3
Jemate Documents 3rd See. 24th Conge 18567 wols 56 pe 371 {lerial
0764) ‘

{Yor detalled report of Captelin Dickerson see Jemsts Documents lsts
seses 358D Conge 1BI7=08 wole 3¢ DPPe B0=D2T,

In the swme wlune pe 293 ¢0le Jo 7o /boxt, corps Top Enge re=
ports during $he present sewson (1857) the bridges over (mahe oreoks
Big Vapillion ereci, Little Papllliion Oreek, Newhlie orsek, and Shell
Creek hove been cowpleted and the bridge over the Flkhorn river will
be comploted thie fall by owmntract,

fesides the shove a Lridge over lonroe eroek «nd one over prairie
creek, by hired lubore




TERRITWIAL ROADS
Session hu, 8soond Session, 1866

This sossion voted to looate the following roadet

Brownville to the Kemnsas Hno.f in the direotion of liarysville « « ¢ Allen Ls
Coat, Re Js Whitney end John Wi Hall oommissionerss Cost to be paid by the
organized oounties through which the road passeds Approved Jans 21, 1858
pé 208, ‘

Hanogha in Cass county on the Weat bank of the Missouri River westward to Salt
Creek: Benjamin Williams, Elsza Mertin and John Carroll, commissioners.
{Report, compensation end payment as in foregoing Aots.) Approved Jan. 21,
1866+ Pps 203=204.

Brownville via Nemahe to Arohers Ae L Coot, Strander Froman end E. G HoMillen
ocommissioners. (Cost compensation and payment as in foregoing aots.) Approved
Jan. 22, 1866, P. 2304.

Nebraske City to Plattsmouth via Wyoming, Kenosha end Rook Bluffs. Commissioners
Thomas Patterson, J., Me Cs Hagood and Js He Cowles. Approved Jan, 22, 18568,
Ppe 204-806.

From La Platte to Fontenelle via Elkhorn City; Charles E, Watson, Thomas
Gibaon and G. B. Tunison, oommissioners. « « Approved Jan. 26, 1856, P, 205,

South bank of the Platte River near the La Platte Ferry Company lending
thenoe southerly via Three Grove to Nebraska City. Commissioners levi G. Todd,
- G¢ We Hunt l?d Je He Cowles. « « Approved Jan. 22, 1868, P. 210.

From Omaha via Eikhorn City to Fontenelle. Commissioners John Evans, A. Fs
Salisbury and C. He Downs. « o Approved Jan. 21, 1866+ P. 210.

From Pelamsh:4n Burt County to Fontenslle in Dodge County. Be R. Folsom and
We Be Beok of Burt County and E« G. MoNeely of Dodge County, commissioners.
Approved Jan. 26, 1856. P, 210211,

From Omaha City to the Platte River ferry lending in la Plette via Bellevue
end tho mouth of Papillion Creek. Alexander Davis, Robert Hamilton and
Williem larimer, Jrs, commissionsrs. Approved Jan. 22, 1866. P, 211.

From the Little Nemaha river at or near where the military road orosses the
same near Dr. Jorome Hoover's mill, thence southerly via Maple Grove ford on
ltuddy Oreek, thenoce to the ford on the Grand Nemahe river, below the Falls,
known as the Singleton Ford, thenoe to the Kansas lines William Trammel,
Louis Misplay and Levi Dodge of Richardson County, oommissioners. Approved
Jan, 22, 1866, Ppe 211-212,




o

From Florence to Elkhorn City in Douglas County. G. W, Dodge, George Howe

and levi Harsh of Dougles County, comnissiomers. Approved Jan. 26, 1858.
P. 212,

From Omaha City to Dakotah vie Florence, Ft. Calhoun, De Soto, Cuming City
and Tecams. A. F. Salisbury, Wme. B. Beck end P. C. Sullivan, commissioners.
Approved Jan. 26, 1856. P. 213.

From Omsha City via the Junctlon of the emast and west forks of Papillion Creek
near the old Indian village to Cedar Island in the Platte river, thence via
Eight Mile Grove and Cedar Bluffs Mills in Cass County and Cowles Mills in
Otoe County to Noebraska City. Williem Young of Cues County, D. M. lMartin of

Otoe County and A. D. aoyor of Douglas County, commissioners. Approved Jan. 25,
1866 P. 223.

From De Soto in Washington County to Fontenelle in Dodge County. P. C. Sulll-
van of Washington County, Thomas Gibson and William H. Davis of Dodge County,
comnissionsrs. Approved Jan. 23’ 1856. P. 232.




ROALS

SESSIOR LAWS
TRIND SESOION

wnw
PPs E37==500

The following road were suthofized by the third sesaion of the Leglslature
ia 1857, It must not be azsused that ell of theso roads were surveyed or
built, Msny of thea hud for termini ghoot tosn thet never kad any sctual oxe
fotence, as for example Chester, the county soet of Lapgaster countye All data
except deseription of the routes has been cajtted in following trumsoripte

‘ ¥rom Hebrasks City to Umala Gity via Colss ¥ills in Utoe oounty {as neerly
; as prectiesble.) #stiville in Cass county eni Ceder Iaeland in the Tlatte
river. ’

From Nebroske City end Kearney City lendinz by the nearest and best route
%o Broemville in lHemsha Countye

* Fprom Srownvills via 3t. George ond Teble ook to the lanses line im the
direotaon of “arysvillee

fron Belleviow via llazelton, Iron Bluffs, %o ‘remout 1h Dodpe Countye

From Urovnville to lemaha Citye [rom ilattascuth tol Ohaoter, the county
soat of Lancaster swntye

' ¥rou Fomtenelle, louge County to s poimt om the Micsourl river opposite
Cuming Citye

Froa Elk Horn City, Louglas County to Iron Bluffa ia sald acuniys
From lebresks Gity apd learney City landing vis fanilton to Tecumueise

Jrom Do Soto in lsalington county, via Woodville sad CemSrsl City in Burd
County to lDecutur CGisy in Durt countye

Frow klk dorn City in iuglos county by the wey of Fosbencile and Nenhatten
to the forks of the Slkluan Fivere

Yoom Hobrasks City to weeplag ‘ater Fells ia Cass county via. pring Groves
Trom Umaha City to Elkhcen Cltye
¥roe Ilorunes to Columbus via Golden Jatee

Froo Freooot in Dodge eounty vise Fontouelle to Uentrsl City in Burt
gountye

Yron a point noor the Junclion of the 3ig apd oot “apillion ‘rocla, .
connectine with the Territorial lceds to Dellevne snd Coale 4R Dougles oounty,
$0 Fronont, iodge county, therce morth westerly to o poini to She head waters




of laple oreek mecr the :orth west comer of Dodge countys

From Omehe City to ianhsttan in Cuming County, vie. Fontonelle, $n Dosge
countye - '

J¥rom Believue to & poimt om the Flatte river south of the residence of
Se Ve Ge D&llﬂy. '

Froo “lattanoutl to ' ecping kater Falls in Caso County.
¥roa Frenont, Lodge eounty via Irom Bluffs, to lazelfon, Uouglae oountye

From Ft. Celhoun in Esshingtom cowmty, b, way of Fontenolle in Dodge
ocunty, to Tuchunan in Platte countye

Trom Coebs Clty in Dougles ecunty, by way of eKimseye'o olais and
Bagzalton, to Culeago en the Elklorn rivers

from Guba by way of !mzelton, Sountoe, Salium, aBnd Ashlend to the city of
Chevter ia loncestor oounty.

From klk Horn City to Ounhe Clty following the Indien trail to the lig
Fepillion creck end crosalng said etrec. at loCardlos, thoumoe %0 (mehe Citye

From Omelll, Lekoteh county to the mouth of Humin: ‘ater river, vias.,
Logan, -elnt Jchans, Vonca CAty and St. Jumes.

From the Nisscuri river to the foot of Msin street in the city of Louisvilles
thange via the cities of Parsllel and Seline to New Iort Kearneye

Iron the oroseing of the Big ‘apillion at cCardles to the ilithorn river
et & polat south of Llk Hora Citye

From Dellevue to Umaha Gisye

From Dellevue t0 Irom Bluffs om the Ilkhorn Rivers

From Umals City on the oot precticel route et or nser the Jumotion of
east and west Yapillion Creek thence to Dennetts mnd Carliles forry et or near
Cedar Islemd in the Platte riwvur,

From Omehs to a point &t or meer Bridges J1ll thence to Iairview on or near
tbhe Platte river.

From Jasison®s 111 in Utoe ocunty to Hoovers Mill in lemalie oountye

From Brovnville in llesche county vie .t. Ceorg. end Tecumseh in eald
county to llew Fort Soarney on the Platte rivers




{ Vexbatim})

A geatlemsm, for whose varscity the pladros its own rerutie
tion, whio vent to the mines by the North te route, hes written the
Mmmhuhtwtom:umu. pnbnsbodbymwh-
tomporary last weolk: L

e hud & tedious %inme crossing the Flatte, were from 12 ¢'clock
Seturday till 3 pe me o0 Tueslsy, packed oup goods on our booke and in
our feoed bomos. X ocould mtadunuymatwrrunanhemn
the North Side ef the Flatte Niver."

And, bdesides the Flatte, emigronts by thet route have to oross: the
Loup Fork, at the risk of sticking in its guicksands and mud, of long
detenticns from high water: aeny »0to of forrisge Irom three to ten
dollars per hesd at the osprice ef the ferrymn a thing of frequont
oceurance theresboutse




The North Plstte Houte Lo the o3¢ Uverland route: the siresms sre
all bridged with Howe's patent trues bridges, except the larger oncs,
the Loup Fork eand the Flatte, which have good ferries: the Vesterm
Jtage Companys' couches travel thdas route Gaily: 1t Lo well sgettled
the entire distence to Denver. Camping grounds 4f the best kind are
found everywhere, and the roads sve level and goole A)l who have ever
traveled this route give it the preference over all others to the ninea
and the Paclfic cousts

In snswer to the above puff which =o olip from the OQueha Nebreskien
the 19%h inste. we will take the liberty of inserting oune ar twe

8 from a private letter received from a Lriondl traveling fn that
of good roads and bridged ¥veras:

b

Platte Velley, Dodge COe Ne Te
April 17, 1862

4y Dear Fricud:

Yhen in Southern Hebraska I toought the rosd were bed snough in
rainy weather but I hed little ldea what his territory oculd 4o iz the
way of gotting up mud wndil I errived o the Capitols (Jote=~Omaha)
There I found the principal streets seee & oot trap, sure enough ==
ankle deop »= knce decp end gswanmp deope My ldoa of Mudetown was fully
reallzed seses If Unmals was only shetched ia i1te preseut state, by
one of Fronk lLeslie'e special artisto, attached te gome emigrant train,
es it worzrdod and lugged ite way turough mizre and mud along these heavy
atreets, waet & sorry figure 4% would eut &8 an sdvertisamt fop
freightars %o nake this their starting plece for the mountains from
Omsho t0 the Elk Homn Niver the road is good end well bridped, but from
that up the valley to Shell Croek « & Qistence of near fifty nfles « $%
1s eleost Impussible for anythisg but light loaded or euply wagons, epd
even the stage has %o lie by part of She time, wr travel only by Gufe

The tinme of year (March end April) when euigrents w Lfreightors
shonld be om the road end meking full heuldway eeeee 18 the very time
vhon this rooed fe in the worst condition. Helng lisble to overflow in
tines of high waters, 1t 1= cluays oubject $o more or lass mul eb avery
Tein and sspecielly o3 the bLresking up of winters

(Verbatim)

Hebraska City lews,
Aprll 206, 1868, ps 2. 00ls ée

losearch by
Hervey 5. liobinsone




Yovember 22, 1940

Request of lMrs. Re Mo Jones
1706 Scuth 32 Avenus.
Omahe, Vebraska.

For information regarding the Militery Road from Omehe to Fort Keerney, its
origin, where 1t started in Omela and where it left Omahe.

Angworing the sbove recuest:
The following bill was passed by Congress and approved Febrs. 17, 1865:

“Be it emaoted by the Sencte and louse of Representatives of the United
8tates of Amsriea in Congress sssenbled:s That for the purpose of oonbtructing
e territorial road from a point on the Missouri river, opposite Council Bluffs,
in the territory of Nebrasim, to liew Fort learney in said torritory. there be,
and ersby is, appropriated the sum of fifty thousand dollars."

(Ue S« Stetutes et larpe, 1865, p. 608

The next spring, Captain John He Diokerson of the United States Army
TopogPtaphical Engineers was sent to looate the roade Following is his report te
Cole Jo Jo Abert, Chief of Topographisal Engineers, Dec. 15, 1856, teken from
the Report of the Secretary of War ¢n Senanto Dooumonts, 136753, Vole 8, Serial
Ho, 920, pape 526e

"By instructions from the War Department. » . lMay BS, 1866, I was placed
in charge of the logation and ocnstruction of the territorial road in Yebresim
Torritory, conuecting New Fort Kearney and a point on the Missouri river oppo=-
site Counocil Bluffs, Iowa.

e ¢« o I arrived at Cmaha clty Juns 26,

On the first of July I commenced the prelininary surveys « » I orossed the
Big and Little Papillion omn what is known es 'Winter Quarters trail*, the route
umelly pifisued by Mormon emigrents, and struok Elkhorn river, eighteen miles
above its junotion with the Platte, and at a distence of twenty-four miles fron
Umahe oity.

e « « Crossing this stream, I came on the Platte or Hebrasle river, thirteen
miles digtant, and continmwed up the north side of ite « « 5111 I came to the
Loup fork of the Platte, four miles ahove its mouth ¢ « « A forry has been
established on it (the Loup) neer it#mu'&x to facilitate the Mormon emigratiom,
but sand bars originate rapidl-, and interrupt the crossing. In going to Fort
Kearney the ferry was good, dut on returning twenty-five days efterwards, sand
bars had formed, and the wmgon trailn was gotten over by the men weding by the
side of the boat, winding about mmong the bers, hunting out the deepest woter . + «

e « » 1 continued up the south side of tle Loup fork fifty~seven miles,
vhen I left it, end, marciing twenty-three miles aoross the range of high
broken send-hills interveding between it and the Platte valley, 1 struck Prairie
Crecks This orsek mesnders through the Platte bottom for eighty miles. Where
it is first met with after leavins the Loup fork it is e pretty little streen,
with oclear, deep water and & rapld current, without tress, shrubs, er hilis to
indioate the presence of a wateroourses I contimed up it for twenty niles.
Defore leeving it its benks beoame high, witi: & continnous short growth of ash
and olm on their slopes. ITho volumo of water is elso greater here tien it is




lower downs Defore reaching the Platte, the water dipappeers for the greater
pert of the year, sinking in the quieckssnds, whieh prevall in thig walley et

e depth of from six to ten feot below the surisoe. This disappearence.  «

is common 4o all the small tributaries of the Platte in this section of its
vallers While their beds are dry end overgrown with grage end weeds meay their
mouths, they are running etreama toward their soursose.

Leaving Proirie oreek, I orossed Wood river twenty-five miles ebove its
moutse For thirty miles ite direction is nearly parallsl to thet of the
Platte, and about five miles from i1t. Ite benks ere high, but gredually de=
crease tow rds ite mouth, end theee slopes are covered with & short growth of
ash and elme I kept up Wood river for six miles, and then diwrging to the
left, egnin struck the Platte river near the wead of Grand lsland, » » moved
down the river, and sncampsd oprosite Fort Kearmey.

e » « I wos satisfied a shorter route could be obtaimed dy poing dowm
the Plattes « « I surveyed a lins due nort: from the fort for tires milegs +
to the rising ground on the north side of the river, From this point the line
striices Wood river, nins miles fyom the fort, and continues down it to near
ite mout:, where e good ford is founds The bed of the gtream is {#rm, and the
banks lowe « o From Wood river I continued down the Platte, orossing Boovis and
Praisis oresks, and struck our outward traell in the velley of the Loup fork,
four miles above where I had crossed it in going ups To this point the Platte
river line is twontyw=six miles shorter than the otheor, and is superier to it in
svery respects It affords good points for eamping grounds, from five to
fifteen niles apart, with aboundence of wood, water, and grasss and tie raosesity
for bridging Wood river and Frairie oreek is obviateds Prairie oresk and
Boovis oreek, a snnll streem thirty=ive miles below Wood river, can be crossed.

by & corduroys « «"

We have been umetle to find a printed ocopy of the mep which Captain
Dickerson submitted with his reporte A Mep of FNebraska, from the Explorations
of Lte Gy Ke Warren in 1866,56 and 67 and other euthorities (Somete, Doouments
3rd Session, 54th Congress, 1856-67, Serial 877) shows this road, es does elso
a Nilitery Yap of the United Stetes, Hove 1857 (Senate Documents lst Session,
36th Congress, 1868=58, Serial 922. FEeoh of these maps is on e scale %too
amell to be of much value in e detalled study of the route. We have, however,
the plets of the federal land survey of 1858 to 1865 through this regieh,
and the route then in use is showm on the various township platss ¥We have
neerly oompleted copying from these -aps a series op township plate for every
township crossed by the road showing its location relative to streasms, present
sites of towns, end other lendmerkse By the use of the following table of
distences, from the Huntsman's Echo, Woodriver Conter, Nebraska Territory,
Jure 14, 1860, it would be pos: possTBl_.tu looets quite mocurstely on these maps
oach of the stations and camp sites mentiormde If the Du Ae Re Chepter whioh
desires to merk the route wants that done we will be zlad to do ity The tesk
would require oansiderable time and we ghould have notice some time in advances

Distenco Table
“A oorrect table of distences between Umeha end Denver City, giving the
principal canping places on the route:
Onahe to Little Papillion 7 miles
. Thence &o Great Papillion 5 *
To Spring Creek 4 "
To Elkhorn Bridpe s "




Distence Table (oons)

To Rawhide Bridge B miles
Fremont "
Berbert's

North Bend

Grahem's

8hell Creek

Russell's

Skinner's

Columbus Ferry

Cleveland Ferry

Bagnun's

Prairio Creek

Eogle Igland

Camp on Platte

Warn Slough

Parker's

Edgerton's (Lone Tree Nanch)
Stege Station

Hill's Ranch

Shoemeker's

Grand Igland City
Crossing Wood River
Lemb's

Moor's

PFood River Center

Peock's

Boyd's

Molaine's (Ford)

‘Miller's

Fort Hoarny

5uﬁsu@umsaﬁ
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This road opened up the Platte valley betwe-n Columbus end Fort
Kearny ¢n the north side of the river. When it was surveyed in 1886 there
wie two small settlements between those points, £ German eolony at Urand Island
end e group of dormons et Wood River Centers These wore at points where treils
feom the Loup erossed to the Platte. Ranches began to appear along the routes
stage stations were built, and in 1858 the Western State Company began running
ccaches over the routes In 1860 the Western State compeny begsn ocarrying the
Donver mail over this roads
For the route of this roed through Douglas county eee an erticle by Dorothy
Ruth iuts on "Benson" end mep "The Military Road in ouglas County in lebraske
History lemmzine, Vols XVI, loe 2, AprileJ ne, 1985, pages 98 to 104,

Resoarch by H. 84 Robinson




THE NORTH PLATTE ROUTE T0 79K MINES

A long artisle from which we transcribed verbatis only the poitien deanling
with early use of the route,

e o o The o} Colifornic or Mormon $trauil up the north side of
the Platte wiver is the ncearest snd meet practicable route lu every respect
not only to the Cherry Creck mines, dut to the Facific c0est « ¢ o o  » »

(fere follows sn invidious comparison betwsen this route end the routes
from Platisnouth and Nebresks Citys == HeSelle)

This is conclueive evidenco, founded upon feet and substanticted
by all persons who Leve ever traversed the North Platte route. 1t is
also well known that during the heevy endgretions to Oslifornis, Cregon
and Utah, during the seasons of 1849 to 1800 inclusiwe, more persons,
teans, wogons and loose otock orosced the Eissourl et what was then
cullod the Couneil Bluifs ferries, than at all other points on the river
and during the seascns of 18355 end 1854 old Celifurnians, from Etssourd,
wiio bad previously orocsed the plains wnd returned exiuibited thelr
preference for the North Flatte roules

Ressarchk by
Heprvey S. Hobinson

July 22, 194
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NIILITARY ECAD

Reminiscences of Irank Jewsll

From an interview with Frenk Jewell publisbad in the Central City lompareil
July 16, 1931 pege 1 ools 1 and pege 8 oole, 5 and 8.

A8 Ter es cul be desgerned at thia tims ¥Frank Jewell is the earlliest
living resident of lerriek county. « « He first cowe in 1860 before the
gtate snd gounty were orgenizod,

AS & doy of eightean, be came with & load of flour thet he bought in
Iowa to scll to the settlers who hed proceeded hisie « « o

Croaning the ¥ismouri at ! el.l.nm. .9 hs followed the treil to Colume
bus where there was a ford over the Lonp. He arrived October £0 st Jason
Parker's ranch and took up a scuatters slain on 80 scres nearbvy. There he
built & little house snd stable. Jie found the "arker family in diffioulties
begause of the loss of thoelr tean, whieh bed bhesn stolen e short time be-
fores 80 he formed e kind of partnersiip with frank Parker and together
they toamod bua. and forth bLetweon Bellevue and Fort Hemrmey that winter.
They would purchese o lood of ¢gorn at Bellevue for 50 & bushel for which
they would got $£1,50 %0 (£.00 a bushel at the fort after a ailx days trip
of sbout £00 miles. )

On the first trip they got as far as the Leupy but finding the dee
oat were forced to sell the corn in Colunbus end return for ancther loads
This time the Loup was frozen over and like "Liz ™ they erosced on the ice,

Plenty of eompony wes available on tlie trips for teaning between Gmahe
end Deaver was canstently golng one Verious drivers were bended together
ia groups of from 80 to 100 wegons.

What ie now 8 trip of three or four houre to Cmsha, then took aix
deys for a londed wmgon to come back from the metropolis to Perkers Ranche
while the enpties weut down in 4} deye.

A d1ff4cult crossing of the river wes always hed at Foarney, from the
treil to the dobe toun that hnd been duilt by the stage companlos. There
wagons would be floated over for no ferry hud yut been esteblished in this
wildermess.

On the return half of this initial trip to Xeerney one wagon broke
down, 50 thet 1t wos negessary to load the material ail on the other, The
river five miles from Nearney was a peen *oritter,” for it took the two
men two days to get over the rany shsnnels, after ome chonnel was crossed
in the bitter cold water onc =men fell 4n, and it was neceasary to taoke a
horse and go clear bask to “parney to dry cut and astay ell night. The
sec ad night out, found them at 'o0d iRiver, esight miles fron the Yearney
srosoing, at the Boyd /anche




Reminiscences of Frank Jewell
Page 2

There was an overnight canp end the beginnings of a big snow storm
that steyed until the trip was over. It was early in January, The next
day they helped Mr. Boyd eross the river in his buggy. He donsidered it
was his treat, to warm all concerned with a pint bottle. Tuenty years later
their friend yren for governor.

In a snowstorm they ceontimued to the ranch of Julge Brewer (later
gounty Judge of Merrick county, who lived two miles west of Lone Tree.)
There was Bo other house for nine milee (west of Lone Tree) at that time.

The blizzard begcame 80 bed they ccild not see from one telegraph pole
to motyer to mark thelr gourses After their return to the rarker house,
they stayed there for the rest of the winter, Jewel worked his cleim
sufficiently to hold 1t. His team was swapped for two yoke of oattle for
farm work, and he joinod with hie friends in breaking prairie.

The following spring he went with e group of young men to Iowa where
they helped in the harvest fields, At the end of that work, a number of
Iowa farmers leads walked into Council Bluffa to enlist. ir. Jewel turned
his team over to a friend end joined the unit of field artillery.

Ho walked £0 miles t0 enlist with the Dodge battery 4th Regiment.
Iowa Infantxry. Later the title changed to Sescond Iowa Battery and es
thaet went thiough the war

In 1884 he was on a short furlough and went to Counoll Bluffsas and
to Kebraska, whers he found his claim had been jumped, so he got another.
This time 160 acres. That is the farm now worked by Elmer Jewell, the son
of the pionesr.

He returned, re-~enlisted, finished the war and again returned to
his rench, This was put into shape snd in 1866 he returned to Couneil
Bluffs for his bride, Mary Vilder. She was 18 and he was a veteran of
23« With Mrs, Jewel driving the wnpon, he followed on on & extre horse,
riding herd on five head of cattle.

When they remsohed the Platte River on this return trip their wagom
mired down in erosslng. Jemes Viereg:, enother pioneer, who had proceeded
them over the river, unhitohed his team and ceme back to help pull the
wedding party out of the river.




NILITARY 504D

Captain Dtoerson®s Exploretions for o Territorial Rosd Between Umaha and
Fort Fearnsy in 18066,

Notow-A eareful ssudy of Captain Dicerson’s report snd a compurison
with contenporery ond noders maps cnohles us to desoride his route pratiy
soourate . y. The maps submitted by Dickerson hinvelf are not evsllable.
The plats of the Federcl Land —urvey from 1550 to 1888 chow existing roads.
and trails as vell oe neturcl snd eulturel londnorks. The roglon from the
Klssourl river west to the Dougles county lima wpus surveyed in 1006 be=
fore the Dickerson explorsticps. For shis poart of the route vwe have
oonsulind the work of Olge ~harp Steele “The Geography of the ‘ormon
Trail ‘oro s licbreoeke” a thesiz prescntel to the faculty of the Greduate
Collese of the University of lebraske, 1930 en."lensen: A Hesldential
Suburbas Comunity,” s thesis presented to the Departicat of speiclomy,
Munioipe} univarsity of Omebs by Dorothy Ruth Jutz snd ropresented in part
in Nebraske History Megezine Vole XVI, Ho. £, April -« June 1905 peges 99
and 111, Both of these write:s heve ade a coreful study of the tralls
of Douglas eounty 1llustreting thelir works with nape showing their locstions
and lendsario,

Csptein Iickerson, soeording to his report, struck the old “Winter
iarters Traily” which led from the present site of Florenve, -omeubere
north or northesst of Omahe orossed the 1ittle Papillion where lrvingston
now stonds, pessed two miles south of Ilkhorn (mow Elk City} and oxossed
the Lliborn River just delew the mouth of Rowhide Creek. He resched the
Platte near the present site of lercer sidimg on the Union Fuoific Ralle
roed. The roed then eontimued up the porth denk of the "latte foliowing
pragtioslily the ssme route later taken by the Ue P Rallrosd to the Loup
Yor: four 1les shove 1ts mouth and directly a0 th of the townaite of
Colunbus. [ere he erossed the Loup on a ferry and proceed up the south
bsak of that stream to & point ebout due north of the present village of
Archers Iron this point be proceeded ip o southwesterly direction msgross
she sendhills of Merriek ‘oward and lall counties (as now constituted)
srriving ot Preairie Creek sbout 4x niles north of Crand Island, Te
folloved the porth benk of this .stremm for twenty miles, croasing it about
fourteen miles weet of Crend Islen. end sbout ten miles north of the present
village of %ood River. Thense hc prosecded scuthwest %o s pofat on wood
idver, twenty five miles nbove its mouth and about the location where
Shelton now stends. He proceeded up this ntresn siz ailes to sbout the
site of Cibbons Then dlve ging to the left struek the "latle near the heed
of Grend lalund and e $rifle sbove the fort. (oving down tho river he
cunped directly opposite the forte

Ca tein Dickersom states shot, from tie crossing of the Little
Pepillion this wes sdout the poute of tie wwmon emigrants, whigh was
doubtless true at tbe time of his report. Ihis does not agroe with the
eurlier description of tue ormon Treil, whieh fol.owel the north bank
of the Loup, orvscing either at Cenoa or the lover ford esutnonst of
Fullerton or et tue up er ford sbout op osite the point where Olckereon
diverted his peth from the Loup soross the sendiills to ireirle Creoke




Gaptein Dickersom
fage 2 of Vilitery lNoads

e have traced this route gerefully, ot beezuse of sny eourection
1t roy leve with the Kilitery Road but for the inforsation it supplics
gonceiuing a later Morman Trail along $he south bank of the loupe

Uickerson wos not cotisfied with this route for the ¥ilitery rocd and
¢lLose rallicr to Lfollow the bonk of the Platte from & point due north of
the fort oo the north side of the river, rejoinisz hie cutbound treil four
miles sdove ths loup ferry at Columbus. This "kilitery @ond nay de
aceurstely traged on the plate of the lLand Survey. Haturel lendmarks
mentioned in Dickorson®s report include ¥ood liver {The first contaect
sfter leaving Fort learnoy mas at about the sresent locetion of Gibdon,

henge he followed it to the ford zouth of precont day Alds)e. The

reports mentiom Hoovis oroet, whigh could have been no other then Yere
slough, 90 designated by the survey of 1867 wnd atill celled by tha nzme.
The crossiag (m-Ge of corderuvy, 1. o+ logs leid together over a mud
botton, was ia the southiwmest cornor of =zection 20 towmship 14 morth, range
§ vest, Juat south of the elte of Thumnel side track on the Union "ueifie
railroad. Hurley's rane: & well ‘nown londmerk om the trail vas located
hore end -uol leter Thurmel Rench was established by the T. B. Hord
intercats. The latter ranch is still in exfstance,

Ddokeroon recomended & ecrderuy ercssinz for Frairie Croek dbut the
repoxt of hinm supericr officer vas the 'migronts® Gulde mould indioate
that & bLridge was duilt here, (seotion 16 townehip 15 north, ronge 2
wost, two niles evst of Gardner Sfiding)le This crossing 1s one fien
sentioned by travelers end choull be eppropriately marked if end when
mepkers are pleaced upon the Hilitsry Roed 8 bridse vere built et “hell
Creok whioh wes erossed im seotion 9 of tuwnship 17 nmorth, ranso 4 east,
three niles vost snd a trifle socuth of Kogers. Adjeeent to thls erossing
on the cost was the townsite of Nuchanan, & psper town that novor metoriali-
gede A luvern oalled the l'uchisnapn Vouse was conducted here by floloon
Loneray in the carijest deys of the trail. Rawhide Cree¥, lscendory
seene of the skinning alive of a white men who h 4 wantonly killed en inofe
fensive gcuaw, war groascd by e bridee ebout three miles cbove ita ocnw
fluence with the Elkhorn (in seation &, townolip 16 north, renge 10 euat,
near where Velley 1o now located)s OCther dridzes were at Big apillion,
{i8tle Pantllion and whei. they vere crossed by the Californias trail as
deseribed in our scgount of Dickereons outbound 2ripe 4 s=all stroan
eelled umohe creel wes aleo bridged but the maps consulted do not show 4t4

The Lone Tree {8 now convencreted by e monunent three nlles southneot
of Contral City. There tre also nouuments st Urand Islend, end Columbuse
Seversl monunente h:ve been erected in Do ge County by the ocunty historlcel
suelety. Poyd's Ranch, Jason Parkers, North's ond Kuesells are mmong the
famous renshes whose logations might well be zarieds




THE MILITANY TRAIL THROUGH COLYAX CCe

The first road ncross this part of the country was nede long De-
fore the {Colfax} county was leid out and before there was a lebraaks.
¥hile there wes some travel by white poople asross this territery ot en
earlier date, yet the firet troil wae doubtless made in 1849 when the
rush %0 Californis was mede by the 49ers in search for gold. Following
this the government trailed deross with soldiers and supplies, and that
gave the treil its ofiielsl nase of midlitary Road," Ireighteors sorose
the country to Denver ond o“her western points used ibe trall mhen
they carried freight with their cutfits, vhich generslly consisted of
two wegons bitched together end pulled by tea yoke of oxen, although
horoes mid mules were somewhet useds

The old Military iosd entered, whot is this county now, at o point
just eest of Rogers meor the river nnd followed the upper or second
bank of that streas, crossed Shell Creek near its mout., angled along
to the southwest and pessed through whet is mow Sobuyler neer the fexm
home of e ¥, Johnson, whioch was at that $ime the ronch home of Denlel
Hashberger, who settled there in the early 80%ss The road angled om,
keeping slong that second river bank, snd left the ocunty just weat of
the faney school bouse. Later on Shimn's feryry wes jut in scrose the
Plotte river sbout four miles southwest of Selmyler ond the trell was
diverted to the ssuth of the Flatte to Denver, thet beinz dohe because
- 81l the streams flowed into the Plette from the north side snd thore
were 5o bridges in those days end fording with loaded wagons wes not
easys Nowsver the old trail etill continued on west via Columbus, That
Nilitery rosd bas deen chemged somewhat in this county, althoush some
portions of 4t still follow the originsl engling srail, that beins the
ease both east and west of Jehuyler and sleng in the vieinity of Vo=
Allister's Lokes -

Ehonthlaomtym....m'mtud....ln
1868 o » =« o the only rosds in the county were juet ks or trails
made by the eaigranta going west along that Militery Foad end by the
cerly settlors driving fato Schuyler end driving across the sountry.
There wae & tyack £ro the uortheeast one fron the moyth and one froa
the northvwest. : : - -

At thet ti-e the Militery Hoad Just esst of Rogers sud just north
of the Unjon Pacifis rellrond trock end fol.owed that track along the
porth uatil Shell Creek wee ervssed, about where 1t mow orosses und then
went south of the treck on southewestecrly untll i1t left the county just
west of the lleney eschool house, ¥hen the county wes organiged one of
the first sots wes $o make thet an officlal roed o« « o o ID 1869 ¢ « o
there was ROt & bridse in this countye chell Creei on tho !Hilitary ioad




was ¢rossed on & bridge mede of logs and brush end there was another
brush bridge across that creck out north east of here where aleo e big
ldog spanned the stresa for tho benefit of pedestrenns. The first real
bridge $a the county wos duilt on this rosd out north east of here mnd
wag pat in in 1660,

tin

Extract irom a letter of

John C. cprecher

in

Auge Uy 1923, pe 3o 001's T=Dl.

Rosearch by
llsyvey 8. Robinson
July 21, 1841




BEGIINING OF THE MILITARY ROAD

A correspondent of the Browmville Nebraska Advertiser, Augs. £0,
1856, writing fof a visit to Omeha says that nesx Capitol Square his
party, viewing the ¢ity had their attention directed toward some new
stakes whioh by inquiry we ascoertained to be atations, on the linme of
the new military boad Just completed by Captdin Dickinson and his
eangineering corpa, between Onaha and New Fort Kearney, a distance of
one. hundred end eighty miles ....s« The rvad passes on the north side
of the Platte river through Elkhorm City, North Bend, Buchanan and
Columbus at the ferry on the Loup lorks"

l?erbat imf

Extract from a lstter in Browaville
Hebrasks Advertisere
Auge 30, 1856.

Research by .
Hervey Robinson.




This road &8 favored with traovel of Sha grestest portior of the rew
turning emdgration, who seen. sstonlsiod at the srest difference in
favor of this route, == Tesides thds, » vest deal of irade, up the
Valley, tat hos heratfafore gone southward fer supplies, are now going
to Counell Bluffs ond ‘L;mhn. 88 e far supsrior market. %e Lave cone
versed wit: many troders upen this sudjeet, who freely edait the Sruth
of our assertion, that {naie apd Couneil Diuffe of ferod the beet sariet

above &t. Louis, either for buy.ng or soliinge

{Vorbatin)

Hunteuen®s Ioho
Hovenber B, 1860
Po 3 cole 2

fleavarch by
He 8o lObinsone




TERRI'TCHRIAL A0/ LS

Sesaion Laws
1865

T Sile=lld

ROAD FRO GHARA CITY TC CFDAR ISL-WD

AN ACT
To loaoate a Yerritorial load.

Jece le Jefferscs Jaling, ire Arnot, end J. Tysmeesgonnissioners
%0 locate and establish & "er:iterial Road comencing et Omuha City, sad
rumning frou thenc¢e to the Junction ef the cuot end west fapillion oreeks, nosar
the eld Indien villuge, thence to the leed of Cedar loland im the Platte
Myere

Sete £¢ » = » lipet at Coala City, on or bafore the firet 'ondsy in
Septonber 1800s « o o toko en onth 80 ¢ ¢ « o Porfore the duticne ¢ » »

S80e 30 o ¢ & thall bave power 0 azploy 8 BUXVEYOTe o s

- e @ W

Approved Msrch l4th, 18065,
page 385

Road From Plattamouth To Archers + «

Appointing 6o miscloners to run and amerk out a Territoriasl Hoad from
Flattomouth in Cass County t0 Archer ia Hichardsom Oounty. « « ¥illia: Hakes
ef Cass County, John Bingleten of Riclhsrdeca County and Gideon Bennett of
Voaree County « « « Rosd Comissioners « « ¢ “lattanouth 4in Cass Countye »
ihenoes « « ruming the nearest o0 most prsctienble route to llebraska City,
thenee by wey of Urownville to .roher in Richerdson County, thence to the
Fangae line by wey of the ford on the Urund Hermho, ‘nown ag the Siagleton
Tord, hoving Gue regard to tihc private property as well sz teo the ground Over
which gold roal posees « « o shall appoint & surveyor end two ehaln roi. « o
make out s plat of enid romde o o doposite sarwe in the office of the Clerk
of the ‘robate Uourt of Case Countye « »

It shall be the duty of the Probate Court of esch eounty through which
cald roed may pocs to open eand koop the save in pood travel ng order to the
width of shirty feet. . o appoint overscers end allot a safffeient numbor of




TERIIORIAL RO @« o w B

honds to open surej and for the purreze of carrying the above imto effect, all
able bodied mule inhebitants of the nges of twentyeono to forty=five shall des
compelied to work et losst two deys in each yeor, having first been given two
days notiee by the overseer, and suy person llable to work by hi .ell or
substitute shell pey to the overseer oas dllsar znd rifty cents for such day
80 fallin: to be recovered before eny Justice of the peace of the county when
suoh Isilure ocours, #:nd ell suoh fines uhan ocollected shall bes exponded on
the road to which it belongs.

The 60 niualoners o « « 88 well = the chein earviers, shell sesh receive
tue doddors por day « « and the surveyor shall receive four dollars per de¥e. « o
al} of wilich shell be paid by the countiem, ecch paying one fourth, . out of
the fizst noney thet oy be ia the counly $recoury.

PROVED JARCE 14, 1800
pege 330

Locd from tho Plotte lver to lukolahbe

e & sLOmenoling at s suiteble point on the north bank of the "latte Niver,
and running thenoe noartherly to Delleview, thence through Cmahs, Ilorence,
Fort Calhoun, Dedota, Tekameh and Eloek Bird to Dekotsh, David Linlley, Jemes
Ce Mitcholl and B, He f0lB0NM ¢ o o OOoMuiesioners ¢« « o shall moke & roport

of the loostion aend boundories of seld Toade ¢ o 4 0OPY o o o 0 be filed in
the office of the Register of each organized munty through which said road
shell pos8 o o o The commissloncrs slall receive three dollers per dwy oach for
their sorvices and all other rocconable snd nocesunyy ex enscs for surveyling
and otl.er help whieh stmll be puid ecually by the cov rul counties through
whieh culd road alall ph.Br e e « vuch county to levy and oclleot by “ax and
pay the soiee

Approged Jarch 1D, 1&&5. Phe J00=30le

WOAD BRCE edvHr: (BRI CENCY) TO U DU EA O1INrE (BUFIALO COUNTY)

 « « o Lozin #41der, De Co Onkes snd John K. lennett o « « conclssionerse
(A certifiec plat to be (o ositcl with the ru lsters offico &t Yawnoe)

Aproved larch 1Sy 1000, pe 33le

TRGAD | 0 BROVHVIILLIC & IS TR OO0 POINT G U0 BIG RIUE RIVI e

Tumee B ms.;.m.,. be Ae Flunoy md He Ve Lolos o o Coomissioners ond
that fe Je Snith, Je le Clark, ond Le Miller be aprointed commisalonors to
locste the rosd from iur::.hnnn Treading Post, to Hebraska Center, the wostern
terndoue on the nost clegible routos « »
Approved lierch 14, 1858e pps 331-000e

ROAD PROM TELALUL TO PALNLE (A0I0CY)e

« » o Ha He Clark, B, Re foloon ol He He Tyorss « ¢ o Oor smiosdonnrs O

ley vut and establish a Territorial Hoed on the nost direct end feasible route

from the Missourd Mdver, at the ferry lunding of He Ce "urple end his sssociatoes,
poasing thenee to Tekamal im the couvnty of Burts, thence on the ost direet end
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feapidle route to lontenecle in the county of od-o thenos to mwnce in the
county of Loup or %0 ilntarsect the! Territorial rRoed f{rim Guola City to lew Fort
Leernoy at some tolnt belween ‘sunce end ¢he mouth of Ylk Horn RIVErs « « o
slall file a ocopy of their ordor estnblisiing sald yoed in the registers office
in tio eounty of Burt o . » al80 + « « in the y i ister: office, in the county
of Loup; Provided, suid ocounty of Lnup shall bo orgnnized, end o ronlisters
offiee colablic!sd thers, ot the time of layin: cut sald roed. ¢ » « shall have
pouer %0 onploy a gonpotent sarveyor and all mocesadr. help and each shall
regedve throo doldors por dny « » « 8n¢ 8ll nocon nry expenzes to be peid ‘ne
half out of the truasury of (lodse County) « « « and onoe helf ocut of the
troosury of (lurt County) « + « Provided, and in esse tie county of loup is
organized at the time of layfn’: out sald goad, tion & ¢ « @00l of the afaressid
counties shsll pey ons third of the expenscs and CLorgog. « « o

Approved Narch 14, 1888, ppe IJE~333

DAl 1]

Je We Richardson, ise Je Smith anc Ceo.ge BNce o o o COm LcoiOners « o o
roud froam Mlorcnce ia Douglas oounty to Fontenelle inm Dixige eountye (Nle=c:t te
be flled with the Frobate Judgs of each countye Dates of ap roval —ot given,

LHRASES GHAND TELAM

{iieTerring to the izland not the later oolony « » « OfGeon Bennett,

Curzen Ce il sad Dyran Dullond o » o 00 Lu8lonore « « ¢ covprusntion « « o
three dollars or daY » « « 0080 pald by the respective (organiced) ccuntics
through wiiieh the rond shall PBEE. o o o

Approved lareh 14, 185D,

HOAD YROM BILLIVUR VIA, IROK BIUFF:, DODGE CITY, &7 FONT'MPLLE, TO CATRISINE,
I CLBING COUTYs o o o

A’ Ve ]Dniut('—r. ims Re m_ndi and Ee Ra iijI.e' « o COMooioners. * 8
moke & reort to the Cooretzry of the Torritory sad by him recopded. . « oloo
recorded {n the registers offlce in aueh county thrcusgh whioh At pusses.
Approved Yerch 14, 1800s ppe S5385=234.

0,5 ¥t DE SBT0 VIA JONT ZIFIL: 70 PAINI [e o o

Willien Cliney, Je Be lobertsos aend 3. ¥e Richerdson. « « » comissionerg.

Approved Mare lé, 1885,




Fron Omde to Keerney Citye

From (poba t0 /
Lite 'uppillon 8 Darnun®s 2
Great Do & Prairie Creck 30
Reed's fanche 8 Junction ‘enche 15
Elkhorn Pridge 7 Parkor*s 8
Frecont 14 Lone Tree [
North Dend 15 Bucithorn Station )
Grehon®s 3 Hill's b §
Shell Creeck v Shoenaier's 8
Busiinell ] Bernard®s 10
Rugsel's ) | Lood River v
Iurie*s i Lanb's 2
Colurbus & idliex*s 4
Ferzy - loore's

WOUD RIVER CRITINHe {itenche, Store, 'rinting 0ffice,
Fost 0ffice, and Bleckanith shop), 6
Fock's 3 Hiler's e
Doya's Yort Nearmey 2
Eolain®s 7 Kearneoy City 4

&
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THE *"RORTHE® AND ®S.UTH® FLAITY TRAILS

Dosed on -Nap Staly of Federel sSurveys im Custody of Hebr. State Hise
torieal Boclety.

If you will exemine the maps prepured by ths Federal lend Survey
of liebragin betweon 1806 and 1067 oovering the regiom immediately
adjocent to the Flatte river from Cmahs to JTort Kesrney you will find
Tonds or tralle follovwing the mver upon eoither elds aud conveying ot
the fopte The Yort Vearn emd ebresce CLty road in 1008 erossed
Jalt Ureo. et Asilend and wgling nortiwest slong the Aigh dfvide
between Cottonncod and Quk oreeks approanched the Flatte nesr the present
oite of Bellvood apd $hence folloved f3 very clocely She rest of the ney.
On $he noorth side the Marmon op Celffornis Trell folloved the river
from noer Tranont o the loup Fork at Colusbuse Origtia2lly it hod '
socended the latter stroo for = eomsi erable dtstance defore croaring
over to the letto. There were fords at the site of Jcnoe and adove
snd below where Fullearton now stande, In 1688 to 18.7 tuls route
wos shartensd between Colusbus end Grend Ielend by the ccnstrustion
of the Milktory Road whieh arossed the Loup et Solunbus exry and
¢losely folloved the north dank of the < lette, rejolal.: vhe ol uar
roed nesr Orend Islande

& bitter rivalry existed Vetwewn the towns of Nebraska City md
Flattamouth on the one hané and the now towm of Omahe on the other for
the patronage of enlgrants ond freighters over their respective rosdse
Onuba nowspapers extolled the merite of the now military roed in the
moet extravegant terms while the "Gouth I'latte® papers derided these
olajms an: sot forth the sdventeges of their own routess ‘
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