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Article Summary: Nebraska’s Japanese remained a small percentage of the population and generally tried to 

avoid publicity. Richi Ugai of North Platte was an exception. The restaurateur and hotel owner became a locally-

prominent businessman in the early twentieth century, prospering even through World War II.  
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Photographs / Images: exterior of Richi Ugai’s Hotel Palace and Palace Café, North Platte; Ugai; ad for the 

Palace Café, 1913; ad for a Mikado dinner and supper at the Palace Café, 1911; Shinayo Ugai; the Palace Café 

kitchen; the Hotel Palace; ad for the New Hotel Palace and Café, 1919; ad for the Hotel Palace Bazaar, 1922; 

interior of the Palace Café (2 views); interior of the Palace Bazaar; North Platte’s Union Pacific Depot, across the 

street from the Hotel Palace and Palace Café                                                                                                                                                           
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