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Article Summary: At the time of his death in 1939, humorist Walt Mason was considered to be one of the most 

widely read—if not the most polished—of living poets. Before gaining national fame, Mason spent twenty years 

in Nebraska writing for the Daily Nebraska State Journal and other papers.  

 

 

           Cataloging Information: 

 

Names: Walt Mason, William Allen White, William Jennings Bryan, J. Sterling Morton 

 

Place Names: Lincoln, Nebraska; Emporia, Kansas 

 

Keywords: Walt Mason, Daily Nebraska State Journal, Emporia Gazette, Keeley Institute, The Man Who 

Sobered Up 

 

Photographs / Images: “‘Uncle Walt’ on His Favorite Steed,” illustration by John Tinney McCutcheon, from 

Mason’s Uncle Walt, the Poet Philosopher (1911); inset image of a bearded man that appeared, variously 

identified, in the Nebraska State Journal between December 18 and December 22, 1888; Nebraska State Journal 

staff, 1887; Nebraska State Journal building; inset ad for the Beatrice Express, where Mason began working in 

1893; grand opening at the Keeley Institute, Blair, 1892; Beatrice in 1908 

 

Sidebar: a Walt Mason prose poem describing hard times during the 1890s 
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