
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JUDGE GASLIN STORIES 
 
 
 
This article is copyrighted by the Nebraska State Historical Society). You may download it for your 
personal use. 
For permission to re-use materials, or for photo ordering information, see: 
https://history.nebraska.gov/publications/re-use-nshs-materials 

Learn more about Nebraska History (and search articles) here:  
https://history.nebraska.gov/publications/nebraska-history-magazine-table-of-contents/ 
 
Nebraska State Historical Society members receive four issues of Nebraska 
History     annually: https://history.nebraska.gov/get-involved/membership

 
Full Citation:  , “JUDGE GASLIN STORIES,” Nebraska History and Record of Pioneer Days 4 
(1921): 44-45 
  
Article Summary: Various stories of Judge Gaslin’s cases.  
 
           Cataloging Information:   

 
Names: George L. Burr, EM Burr,  
 
Nebraska Place Names: Webster County,     
 
Keywords: Cook Murder Trial,  
    
 
Photographs / Images:   none  
 
 

 
 
 

https://history.nebraska.gov/publications/re-use-nshs-materials
https://history.nebraska.gov/publications/nebraska-history-magazine-table-of-contents/
https://history.nebraska.gov/get-involved/membership


44 NEBRASKA  HISTORY

JUDGE  GASLIN  STORIHS

Geol.ge L. Burr, editor of the  Register at Aui.oi.a, wi.ites :"You  ask  concerning  Judge  Gaslin  stories.    I  have  oile  that
came  under.  my  personal  observation.     It  is  not  ri\uch,  but
such  as  it  is  you  shall  have  it.    I  was  a  boy  freighter  fi'om
Smith  county,  Kansas,  to  Hastings,  and  when  oil  the  return
tl.ip,  I  stopped  ovei.  at  Hunne]l's  ranch  between  HastiiLigs  and
Red  Cloud  for  dinner.    It  was  an  election  day  and  the  candi-
dates were Gaslin And Dilworth.   We had a good dinner.,  albeit
considerably  late.    While  we  were  eating.,  a  half  dozen  o+.  us
at  table,  the  little  daughter  of  the  proprietor.,  HUTiiie-ll,  a  fi\Te
or  six year-old with long curls that wei.e very beautiful,  came
to her father's  arms,  and  said:  `They ai.e having  'lection  ovei'
to the  schoolhouse, papa.'    `Is that  so,'  he  1.eplied,  `and did  }'ou
\Tote?'     `Yes,  I  voted'  said  she.'     `Who  did  you  vote  foi..."  ill.-
quit.ed  tile  father.    `1  voted  foi.  Dilwoi.th,'  said  the  littl.i`  gii'l.`1  didn't  want no old  Gaslin in mine.'

"The  man  eating  beside  me  clucked  his  head,  but  said
never  a  word,  and  after  dinner  the  other.  fi.ieighters  told  me
that it was Judge Gaslin himself and that he was a good .I.udge,
but  that  he  was  prejudiced  against  women,  he  having  a  wife
that  had  gone  wrong,  and  that  he  had  to  watch  himself  in
cas`es  where  women  were  concerned  to  see  that   he  did  no
injustice.„

Other  Gaslin  stories :"At  one  term  of  district  court  the  jury  i`eleased  sevei'al
bad actors that the judge considered hardened criminals. They
convicted  one  young  fellow  on  a  first  offense.    With  utmost
severity of manner he roared out:  `Stand  up  and receive  your.
sentence.'    The prisoner struggled to his feet expecting to re-
ceive the limit and the judge said,  `Prisoner at the bar:    For
some reason, God only knows what it was, the jury have  seen
fit  to  turn  loose  on  this  community  several  bad  men,  more
guilty than you.   If they can do this I can turn loose one boy,
that I hope will know more than to be ever caught in a scrape
I`ike this again.    The  sentenc.e of this court is that you mount
your horse, and be out of town in less than five minutes.' "

"When I lived in Webster county about 1884 they told the
following  yarn  about  Gaslin.    The  Cook  murder  trial  where
the man who committed a horrible and unprovoked murder of
an  employer  was  concluded  and  the  prisoner  ready  for  sen-
tence.    It  should have  been murder  in  the  first  degree  but  a
mob had hanged and nearly killed him and he was very pluck-
ily  rescued  by  Sheriff Warren  at  risk  of  his  life  and  as  a  1.e-
sult  the  verdict  was  for  murder  in  the  second  degree.    The
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1'11  give  this  man  five  yeai.s  i-n  the  penitentiary  if he  and

45

udge had  been  gi.eatly  exaspei.ated  by  several  supreme  coul.t
ecisions  in  other  cases  and  spit out:  `1'11  tell  you  what 1'11  do.

his
attoimey  will  agree  that  he  take  hi-s  medicine  and  serve  the
eiltence ;  oi. I i;ill give  him ten years in the penitentiary and
e  can  appeal  to  tile  supi'eme  c-ourt  and  s.ee- what  they  will
o  fol.  him.' "

"Latei.  at  Bloomington,  he  was  holding  court,  and  my
of the attorneys  at the bar.    As

got  in  motion  it  became  manifest  that  His  Honor  was
fathei.,  E.  M.  Buri.,  was  one

not  in  fit  condition  to  act  on  the  bench.    As
father-was bringing for.ward his case, the judge made a gi.eat
effort  to  appear  preternaturally  attentive,  but  he  as  well  as
the  onlookers  realized  that  he  could  not  conquer his  indispo-
sition.    `This  court  sojourned,'  thickly  enunciated,  `I'm  not in
condition  to  try  a  lawsuit,  and  I'm  not  going  to  do  it.'    `To
what  date,  your  honor,'  said  father.    `To  the  twenty-fifth  of
Deshember,'  said  the  judge.    `But  your.  honor,  that is  a legal
holiday'  was  urged.    Confusedly he  stared at the lawyers  and

•vei.y  drunk  and

jul.y.  '`Whatsh holiday that comes on the twenty-fifth Deshem-
ibei.?' he inquired aggressively.    The great .judge who  was not-

for. short-cut justice being too di-unk to know when  Christ-
as  cam,e."Everybody has  heard  the  story  where  he  walked  out,
easured the breaking and passed judgment on th.e work, those
ints being in contro\7e+rsy in a case on trial before him. When
urt resuined trial of the  case,  he  ruled  out further evidence
ying the  court  had  seen the  land  and  knew  what  the facts
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